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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Today we
are joined by Rabbi Israel Rubin, fromthe Chabad
of the Capital District in Al bany, and he w ||
gi ve us our invocation.

RABBI RUBI N: Thi s Thursday the
Jewi sh cal endar marks Tu B Shevat, the New Year
for Trees and Fruit. It sounds ironic to
celebrate trees and fruit when it's dark and
dreary outside, but deep within the tree newlife
stirs as energies flow toward the grow h of
| eaves, blossons and fruit.

Throughout the seasons, a tree
stands as a beautiful poem It buds in the
spring, offers leafy shade in the sunmer and
brilliant foliage in the fall. But even in the
dead of winter, especially in the dead of w nter,
the tree skel eton of bare trunk, branches and

twi gs may resenbl e our New York State roadmap.
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Rising fromthe Big Apple on the
bottom of the map to this Capital Region, grow ng
north to touch the Canadi an border, reachi ng out
westward the full length of our state, these
roads and thruways divide and branch off into our
cities and towns, arterials, parkways,
boul evards, city streets, alleys, even on to
personal driveways.

Al m ghty God, in Thou inspire the
honorabl e men and wonen of this Senate with good
vision and noble wi sdomto renenber that our
networks are all |inked and connected, to think
forward to fruit even when all seens bare and
barren, to plan ahead for the future growth, and
to yearn for the spring for the benefit of al
peopl e of this great state.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 13, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, January 12,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate

adj our ned.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Carl ucci .

SENATCOR CARLUCCI : M. President, |
nove the following bills be discharged fromtheir
respective commttees and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senate Bill Nunmbers 2259, 2266, 2335, 2376, 3053,
3771A, 5703B, 5803.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: So

or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President. | too have a notion.

On behal f of Senator Zeldin, | nove
that the following bill be discharged fromits

respective commttee and be recommtted with
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instructions to strike the enacting clause. That
woul d be Senate Print Nunber 6214, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

At this tine | believe that there is
a resolution before the house -- oh, we have to
adopt the Resol ution Cal endar first,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Al
those in favor of adopting the Resol ution
Cal endar -- | believe there are exceptions,
Senat or Libous, to that?

SENATCR LI BOUS: There are
exceptions. M. President, for sone reason ny
gl asses aren't working this norning.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR LI BOUS: And now that |'ve
got themin focus, with the exception of 2778, by
Senat or Kennedy; 2686, by Senator Stavisky; 2886,
by Senator Perkins; and 2758, by Senator Parker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Al

those in favor of adopting the Resol ution
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Cal endar with the exceptions of Resol utions 2686,
2758, 2778 and 2886, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

And at this tine | believe there's a
resol uti on by Senator Kennedy, Nunber 2778, at
the desk. Could we read the title only and then,
if you could call on Senator Kennedy, he w shes
to speak on his resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2778, by Senator Kennedy,
honori ng Barbara-Jo Hard upon the occasi on of her
retirement after many years of distinguished
servi ce as Cof ounder and Executive Director of
Bor nhava.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
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Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise today to honor Barbara-Jo
Hard upon the occasion of her retirenment from
Bornhava Early Chil dhood Center for Children with
Devel opnent Disabilities and Speci al Needs.

Bar bara-Jo Hard has | ong been a
| eadi ng advocate for children with special needs
in Western New York. Through her relentless
efforts, Bornhava has grown froma snall
preschool to a significant agency serving
150 children and their famlies.

Bor nhava opened its doors 31 years
ago in 1983. As Bornhava's executive director
and cof ounder, Barbara-Jo has overseen the growh
of the organi zation and al ways worked hard with
extraordi nary dedication to serving children and
their famlies. [In 1992, Bornhava noved into its
current home | ocation off Main Street in
Amher st ..

As an occupational therapist, | was
able to work under Barbara-Jo Hard and |learn from
her firsthand. Her dedication to the children of

Western New York is unmatched, and her retirenent
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| eaves a void that we nust all work to fill.

| " ve known Barbara-Jo Hard ny entire
life, and she's had an enornous inpact on ne
personally as well, as she introduced ne to ny
wi fe, Katie, a physical therapist who was working
at Bornhava at the time | was. Katie and | were
married a few years after we net at Bornhava,
sonet hi ng Barbara-Jo takes credit for, gladly,
and we gladly give it to her.

In her own personal life, Barbara-Jo
has commtted herself to her church, her
community, and her famly. She has continually
grown her fam |y by reaching out across the
entire world to adopt children, sone with special
needs, others in dire circunstances where raising
themin the United States gave themthe
opportunity to live their lives to the fullest.
Thi s i ncluded adopti ons of numerous children
ref ugees and orphans from Vi et nam and Russi a
during the height of the Cold War.

As Anerican citizens, her children
have grown and prospered and gi ven back
to the comunity just as their nother has.

Bar bara-Jo Hard is one of Wstern

New York's true servant |eaders. She's always
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put the needs of others before her own and
has served our comunity's children with a uni que
sense of loyalty, honor and distinction.

Thr oughout her tenure as Bornhava's
executive director, Barbara-Jo has strived to
provi de an environnent where children with
devel opnental disabilities and special needs can
prosper, grow and succeed.

For all of these reasons, it's ny
hi gh honor and privilege to pay tribute to a
wonman | truly admire and respect -- a forner
boss, a true nmentor, and a dear friend, not only
to myself but to all Western New York children
and famlies.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

The question is on Resol ution Nunber
2778. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Yes,
M. President, 1'd like to take up Resol ution
2686, by Senator Stavisky, read the title only,
and then please call on Senator Stavisky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2686, by Senator Stavisky,
honori ng President James L. Miuyskens upon the
occasion of his retirenent as President of
Queens Col | ege.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

| too am proud to sponsor this
resolution, not only as the ranking nenber on the
Comm ttee on H gher Education but also as the
State Senator who represents Queens College in
the New York State Senate.

Presi dent Muyskens is retiring after
11% years as president of Queens College. In
fact, he's the ninth president of

Queens Col | ege.
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And in the interests of ful
di scl osure, | went to graduate school at
Queens Col | ege; ny son al so was president of the
student governnent at Queens College. And this
is truly a remarkabl e, remarkable part of the
City University of New York

Presi dent Muyskens has many, many
acconpli shnents. To ne, nobst inportant, he
rai sed the undergraduate | evel at Queens Coll ege
by establishing a general education curricul um
He increased the student body from 15,000 to
20, 000 students and the full-time faculty by
300 faculty nenbers. They opened a residenti al
hall for 500 students a nunmber of years ago,
whi ch attracts students fromall over the world
to this institution.

There's been a | ot of construction
at Queens Col | ege. Powdermaker Hall, which is
the classroominstruction building, and Rensen,
the chemlab facility, these have all been
rehabilitated under President Miyskens.

He has been able to bring the
college to the community. And nost of ny
col | eagues certainly from Queens know t hat when

you have a swearing-in cerenony, you go to the
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concert hall and hold the cerenonies at
Queens College. They are open to the comunity.

But don't just take ny word for it.
Washi ngton Monthly ranked Queens Col | ege as
nunber two in the country in value. You get what
you pay for. In fact, you get nore than what you
pay for. | like to call it a Tiffany education
at Target prices. And that's really what you're
getting.

Princeton Review, they evaluated 378
col | eges and ranked Queens Col | ege, part of CUNY,
as second in race and class interactions. And
that's an interesting category, because
50 percent of the students at Queens Col | ege were
not born in the United States. They speak over
160 | anguages at Queens College. And to nme, this
is neeting the needs of the current popul ation.
The diversity, everybody knows how diverse
Queens County is.

Presi dent Muyskens has comne ful
circle. He spent 17 years at Hunter Coll ege,
froman assistant professor all the way to acting
provost. Then he went off to Kansas and to the
University of CGeorgia. And 11% years ago he

returned to Queens College, which was then in a
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state of flux. They were having sonme probl ens on
canpus. W had a | ack of |eadership for a

while. And yet he restored stability to the
canpus and to the students and to the faculty and
to the comunity.

So | congratul ate President Miyskens
on his tenure at Queens College. He's going off
to beconme a professor of philosophy at the CUNY
G aduate Center in Manhattan. But | think the
fact that we stop today to honor President
Muyskens is significant. And | ask anybody who
woul d |'ike to cosponsor the resolution to join
ne.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

The question is on Resolution 2686.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or St avi sky.
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SENATOR STAVI SKY: Can we open the
resol uti on, Senator Libous?

SENATOR LI BOUS: Sur e.

M. President, Senator Stavisky
woul d i ke to open the resolution. And as the
policy in the chanber goes, all nmenbers will go
onit. Unless for any reason you wi sh not to be
on it, please |let the desk know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

M. President, at this tinme Senator
Perkins has a resolution, 2886. He would like to
have it read inits entirety and if you could
call on Senator Perkins before its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2886, by Senator Perkins,
celebrating the Iife and acconplishnments of
Nel son Mandel a, civil rights |eader and prom nent
freedom fighter, and conmenorating the

24t h anniversary of his visit to New York City
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and the speech he presented to the people of
Har | em

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi slative Body, in keeping with its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay
tribute to those extraordinary individuals who
foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of
cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric
of the conmmunities of New York State; Nel son
Mandel a was one such i ndividual; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud
to celebrate the life and acconplishnments of
Nel son Mandel a, civil rights |eader and prom nent
freedomfighter, and to comenorate the
24t h anniversary of his visit to New York City
and the speech he presented to the people of
Harl em and

"WHEREAS, On June 22, 1990, Nel son
Mandel a and his wife, Wnnie, nmade a worldly
homecom ng to New York City, as a crucia
conmponent of the unstinting quest to end
apartheid; as part of his visit, M. Mndel a was

greeted by over 150,000 people as his notorcade
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noved from Queens through Brooklyn; he spoke to a
crowd of over 100,000 people in Harlem he
addressed a crowd at the worl d-renowned
Ri versi de Church -- where he would | ater be
menorialized -- guided by forner Manhattan
Bor ough Presi dent and then-Mayor of New York
City, David Dinkins; he addressed the
United Nations Special Committee on Apartheid,
was feted with a ticker-tape parade in Manhattan
down t he Canyon of Heroes, culmnating in a
speech to over 200,000 at New York City Hall, and
made remarks to a packed house at Yankee Stadi um
to conclude this day of inspiration; and
"WHEREAS, On this day, Nelson
Mandel a was wel comed with open arns by over
100, 000 people in Harlemwho identified in him
as daughters and sons of Africa, a commonality of
struggle, singularity of hope and unity of cause
in fighting raci smand oppression the world over;
and
"WHEREAS, In his speech to the
peopl e of Harlem which took place at the
intersection of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Adam Cl ayton Powel |, Jr. Boulevards in the mddle

of African Square, Nelson Mandel a highlighted the
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comon bond and nutual inspiration shared anongst
all those gathered, saying 'Wilst nmy conrades
and | were in prison, we followed closely your
own struggl e against the injustices of racist
di scrim nation and economc inequality. W were
and are aware of the resistance of the peopl e of
Harl em and continue to be inspired by your
indomtable fighting spirit. | amable to speak
to you because of the mass resistance of our
peopl e and the unceasing solidarity of mllions
t hroughout the world. It is you, the working
peopl e of Harlem that hel ped make it happen’
and

"WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a's
homecom ng in Harl em occurred on the sanme day he
delivered his fanous speech to the United Nations
Special Commttee on Apartheid; as such, it was a
befitting and appropriate bookend that ended with
many of the sane universal words of truth and
power, including 'The light at the end of the
tunnel is beckoning' . . . "But we are not yet
there. Let us act in unity. Let us double and
redoubl e our efforts'; and

"WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a' s presence

in Harl em was an event of unparalleled
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inspiration to a | ocal and gl obal comrunity that
saw i n himeverything about thenselves and the
pillars of struggle and hope that unite us all;
t he evening ended with a resoundi ng and
redoubl i ng chorus of the chant: "And W WII| Not
Gve Up The Fight!'; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to celebrate the
Iife and acconplishnments of Nel son Mandel a,
civil rights | eader and proni nent freedom
fighter, and to commenorate the 24th anniversary
of his visit to New York City and the speech he
presented to the people of Harlem and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the fam |y of Nel son Mandel a."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Perkins on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you very
much.

The i nmportance of honoring and
cherishing Nel son Mandel a's New York State roots
is of paramount inportance as we all seek to

carry forth a flame of incandescent inspiration
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fromthe man's singular earthly gl ow.

When he visited our state in 1990,
it was nerely weeks after he had served nearly
three decades in prison sinply for standing up
for the hall mark causes of justice, equality and
shared humanity.

Twenty-four years ago, cracks were
appearing in the artifice of apartheid, but the
foundati onal cement was as hard as ever. The
prinme factor that drove his visit was deepening
the tide that would forever rend it asunder.
That approach is best encapsulated in the
foll owi ng quote: "W fought injustice wherever
we found it, no matter how |l arge or how snall
and we fought injustice to preserve our own
humanity. "

Quided by the city's first black
mayor, David D nkins, M. Mndel a reached
mllions of New Yorkers on his inspirationa
journey. \When Nel son Mandel a visited New York
it was a honecom ng of the highest order, one
that spoke to so nmany spiritually, enotionally,
socially and culturally. It is a nonent that was
born in time and born of the tine surrounding it

and a nmonent of perpetuity that is handed down to
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each of us.

Nel son Mandel a cane to ny
nei ghbor hood, to the cultural, political and
geographi c nexus of Harlem He cane to a
specific place, but his nmessage was universal.
It was a nmessage for each borough, for each
county, for each person, for each of us that are
part of the Enpire State.

The pride that | felt when Nel son
Mandel a visited New York is a pride that
resonated from 125th Street and traveled to al
corners of this state as he spoke to everyone who
has ever been a dreaner, an advocate, an
organi zer, to everyone who has ever put their
principles first and to those who |live every
nmonment of their life inbued with the naturally
i ncurabl e hope for a fairer and nore equal
tomorrow. Thank you

|"d like to open up the opportunity
for ny coll eagues to cosponsor as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator PerKkins.

Senat or Mont gonery on the
resol ution.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Yes, thank
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you, M. President.

| want to thank my coll eague for
introducing this resolution, and |I'm very happy
to join himin cosponsoring it.

And |'mremenbering the day that
Mayor David Di nkins set aside for Nel son Mandel a
Day in the City of New York. He was hosting a
very significant and inportant cel ebration.

And one of ny coll eagues who has
since retired fromthe Assenbly but at that tine
was chair of the Association of Black and
Puerto Rican and Latino Legislators,

Assenbl ynmenber Al bert Vann, decided that it was

i mportant for us who were stuck in Al bany, so to
speak -- if you consider being stuck here when
sonmet hing inmportant is going on in your

district -- that he wanted to nmake sure that

t hose of us who were nenbers of the caucus had an
opportunity to celebrate Nel son Mandela in

per son.

And so he nmade sure that there was a
bus made available for us. W all got on that
bus and were able to travel to the city for that
day. And | ameternally grateful to

Assenbl ynmenber Vann because that was ny one
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opportunity to have a very, very persona
experience with this great and wonderf ul
international |eader.

And so there are nany, many
di fferent people who are part of the wonderful
experience and certainly the inspiration of
Nel son Mandel a. But to have been there to
actually see him shake his hand, say hello and
give hima hug and wel conmre himto his other hone,
which we felt was New York City -- for him [|I'm
grat eful.

So thank you, Senator Perkins. This
is an opportunity for us to say how nuch we
appreciate this light unto our world that
Nel son Mandel a represents. So thank you, and |I'm
happy to cosponsor it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Montgonery.

Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to add nmy voice to those who
want to celebrate the life and the | egacy of
Nel son Mandel a, Madi ba.

And | want to thank Senator Perkins
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for bringing this resolution forth and in
commenorating this inportant day but, nore
inmportantly, the life and the | egacy of

Nel son Mandel a.

| feel like in many ways | get to
stand before you in this position because of the
wor k of Nel son Mandela. He was far nore than
just a freedomfighter in the country of
South Africa, but for many young peopl e,
particularly in the md-'80s when | was in
col l ege, he was our King figure. He was fighting
apartheid, which many of us saw as the nodern-day
JimCrow at that tine. W can say there's a nore
nodern-day Jim Crow still going on, but that's a
speech for anot her day.

But the work that Nel son Mandel a did
and the strength and character that he brought,
havi ng been inprisoned for 27 years and then, you
know, becom ng president of his country -- and
doing all that with such grace. And having the
kind of vision and, you know, the kind of
intestinal fortitude that kept himfor al nost
30 years keeping up the struggle, even after he
was i nprisoned and beaten and deni ed the

opportunity to see what his people had been going

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

89

t hrough, was inportant.

At that time there were many of us
at college canpuses, ne at the tinme at the
Pennsyl vania State University, you know,
protesting the investnments of those universities
in South Africa. And we were very, very
successful in doing that. But it is really
Nel son Mandel a' s exanpl e that pushed us on to do
the right things not just for corporations and
large institutions here in America and for what
was happeni ng for the people of South Africa who
were suffering, but also then to | ook at that and
connect that to our struggles here as people of
African descent in America and continue to fight
for ourselves.

And so today | rededicate nyself to
justice here in the State of New York, in
Brooklyn, and in nmy district in the name of the
life and the | egacy of Nel son Mandel a.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you, sir.

It is good that Senator Perkins has
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brought this to us. It allows New York State to
go on record as saying that we too recogni ze that
we lived in a day of giants, a day when giants
wal ked the earth.

And |' m speaki ng of course of
Nel son Mandel a, a person who, although his body
was i nprisoned, his presence was felt in every
corner on this globe. The presence was felt by
everyone who appreciates and | oves justice and
dignity for all human bei ngs. Nel son Mandel a
went beyond being just the South African | eader,
he went beyond being all of these. He becane the
| eader of everyone who | oves justice, everyone
who | oves the idea of denocracy.

He did nore for the people of this
earth staying in a prison cell for 27 years --
al t hough he was offered three tines that if he
woul d just renounce his principles, he would be
allowed to walk free. He could have done this
many a tinme, and chose that the struggle that he
was fighting was nore inportant than just his
i ndi vidual freedom He understood well that an
injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
ever ywher e.

So it is good that we in New York
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State stop and think about it, to think that how
can we find ways of rooting out any type of
apartheid that we find ourselves in, how do we
find out ways of uniting with all different type
of people to ensure that the many of us who |ike
justice, who insist on freedom can oppose the
few who want to take it away from fol k.

So with that, | say that
Senat or Parker is right, that we do need to
dedi cate ourselves -- not in an abstract
situation, but in this Senate hall that we need
to |l ook within ourselves and within these bills
that we are debating to see what can we do to
make sure that the bel oved conmunity becones
closer and nore a reality. And in that way we
honor Nel son Mandel a by becom ng or allow ng the
Nel son Mandela in us all to come forward.

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson on the
resol ution.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| stood yesterday when the | eaders
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of our chanbers presented a resol ution on
Nel son Mandel a, and | spoke yesterday. And |
guess people want to know why woul d | speak
again. | would never let an opportunity to talk
about Mandel a pass and not add nmy voice. And
particularly to ny colleague, to Bill Perkins.

You know, Bill has becone in his own
way the conscience of many of us in these
chanbers. And | think that his persona
knowl edge of Nel son Mandel a added a di nensi on
t hat somehow was m ssi ng yesterday.

And so that | appreciate you
bri ngi ng that personal dinension to us, Bill
Because as all of us stand here, we believe, many
of us believe that we enbrace justice for all.
But | know that we all need to work harder to
ensure that we do.

So each time we tal k about
Nel son Mandela, it is a reaffirmation that there
is wrk to be done. But there is the possibility
inall of us to help to nmake it a reality.

So | thank you, M. President, for
t he opportunity, and to you, Bill Perkins, for
bringing this resolution for us this norning.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
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you, Senator Hassell - Thonpson.

The question is on Resolution 2886.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Perkins has asked that the
resol uti on be open for cosponsorship, Senator
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Yes,

M. President. Again, as the policy goes, if
soneone chooses not to be on the resol ution,
pl ease | et the desk know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Very
good.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time Senator Parker has Resol uti on Number
2758. Could we please read it inits entirety
and call on Senator Parker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2758, by Senator Parker,
nmour ni ng the death of Congressman Maj or Robert
Qdel I Ownens, distinguished citizen and devot ed
menber of his conmunity.

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legislative Body to pay tribute to citizens of
the State of New York whose |ifework and civic
endeavor served to enhance the quality of life in
their conmunities and the great State of
New Yor k; and

"WHEREAS, It is with great sorrow
and deep regret that this Legislative Body
records the passing of Congressnman Maj or Robert
Qdel | Ownens, noting the significance of his
pur poseful |ife and acconplishnents; and

"WHEREAS, Maj or Ownens, who served in
t he House of Representatives until 2007, died on
Monday, October 21, 2013; and

"WHEREAS, Maj or Oaens was born in
Collierville, Tennessee, on June 28, 1936, to
Ezeki el and Edna Owens; in 1956, the year he
graduated from Morehouse, M. Omens narried
Ms. Ethel Werfel and was later remarried to the

former Maria Cuprill; and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

95

"WHEREAS, After earning a master's
degree in library science in 1957 from
Atl anta University (which | ater becane C ark
Atlanta), M. Owens noved to New York City and
worked as a librarian in Brooklyn from 1958 unti l
the md-1960s; as a librarian, he becane a
fixture in the Brooklyn community working as a
crusader for working-class famlies, which | ed
himinto fighting poverty as part of the
Mayor John V. Lindsay adm nistration in the
1960s, and eventually into a position as a
New York State Senator; and

"WHEREAS, After serving Brooklyn as
a State Senator, Mjor Omens ran successfully for
t he Congressional seat previously held by
Congr essworman Shirl ey Chishol m which he
continued to serve for 24 years; anong his nmany
achi evenents include the passage of the Anericans
with Disabilities Act and many years of increased
funding for the historically black coll eges and
uni versities; and

"WHEREAS, After his retirenment from
Congress, Major Omens returned to the world of
academ a and taught at Medgar Evers College in

Central Brooklyn; in his death, Brooklyn has | ost
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a true hero who | ed by exanpl e and cared deeply
for the conmunity he lived in for so many years;
and

"WHEREAS, Congressnan Maj or Oaens
di stingui shed hinself in his profession and by
his sincere dedication and substanti al
contribution to the welfare of his comunity; and

"WHEREAS, M. Onens is survived by
his wife, Maria, his children, Chris, MIllard and
Ceoffrey, his brothers, Ezekiel Jr., Mck and
Bobby, his sister, Edna, stepson, Carl os,
st epdaughter, Cecilia, four grandchildren and
four step-grandchildren; and

"WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic
spirit and inbued with a sense of conpassion,
Congressman Maj or Onens | eaves behind a | egacy
which will |ong endure the passage of tinme and
will remain as a conforting nenory to all he
served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
deat h of Congressman Maj or Robert Odell Owens,
di stingui shed citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
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resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the fam |y of Congressman Maj or Robert Odell
Onens. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

| want to thank you for an
opportunity to celebrate the work and all of the
efforts of my Congressman, Major Ownens. G ow ng
up, Major Omens was ny Congressnman. He was the
person, you know, who spoke at ny graduations and
sonmebody who | knew to be fighting for ne. He
was a person that nmy famly went to when we were
having difficulties of any kind, and sonmeone who
we felt was al ways on call.

How appropriate is it that today,
bei ng the week of the birth of the Reverend
Martin Luther King, that we have the opportunity
here in the State Senate to honor Mjor Owens,
Dr. King, and Nelson Mandela. And it is no smal
stretch to put Major Omens in that category.
This is sonebody who in his own right was the
conscience of the Congress in the tine that he

served there.
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He was a tireless fighter on behal f
of education, comng from-- you know, we see
oftentinmes a librarian as just a keeper of
books. But he was nore than that, he was a
keeper of know edge. He was sonebody who al ways
cared about our young people. And in fact he's
nost famous in the district for his Martin Luther
King, Jr., Conm ssion that gave out schol arshi ps
to young people, that provided educati onal
opportunities for young people, that provided
upliftment in the conmunity and brought econom c
devel opnent and access to opportunity.

Maj or Onens was sonebody also in the
context of political enmpowernment who was al ways
on the vanguard. He was sonebody who encouraged
young people like nyself to be involved in
politics, who oftentinmes fought for candi dates
t hat nobody el se wanted to fight for. He was
oftentimes on the side of the underdog.

In fact, representing the
21st Senatorial District in Brooklyn that is a
primarily Caribbean conmmunity in the part in
which I live, | remenber ny first politica
canpai gn working for Una Carke, Una S. T. C arke.

And Una was running as an insurgent candi date at
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the tine. And the county was agai nst her, and
the only major elected official in that area, who
lived in that area who was supporting Una C arke
was Maj or Owens.

Unfortunately, in 1991 he suffered a
heart attack and had a triple or quadruple
bypass. It was |ike, you know, a really, really
serious heart operation. He was in the hospital
for about a week. And | renenber this because |
went and got himnyself, he went directly from
t he hospital when they released himto do a train
stop for Una d arke.

That's the kind of dedication that
this man had, that his health wasn't even as
i nmportant as was the fight for justice and the
fight for inclusion, as we saw that the el ection
of Una Clarke as the first Caribbean inmm grant
ever elected to the City Council was for the
political incorporation of Caribbean people in
Br ookl yn and in New York

And how fitting is it now that that
Cari bbean imm grant's daughter is now succeedi ng
Maj or Onens in the U S. Congress, ny new
Congr essworman, Yvette D. O arke.

And so we're here to cel ebrate not
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just the work and the |ife of Major Omens, but
his after, the things that he has |eft behind:
The sense of justice, the institutions, the sense
of political enpowernent that Brooklyn has
because Major Omens was there. W are better as
a people, as Brooklynites, and as New Yorkers
because Maj or Omens served.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senator Smith on the resol ution

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And | et me thank ny col |l eague
Senat or Parker for bringing this resolution to
t he fl oor today.

As so many of ny col |l eagues spoke so
el oquent |y about Nel son Mandel a yesterday and
t oday, Major Omens so too deserves those sane
type of accol ades. Many may not realize that
Maj or Onens has had an inpact on nmany of the
el ected officials in particular of color that sit
in this chanber and the Assenbly chanber.

As we have, so nany of us on this
side of the aisle have joined the fight to

provi de pre-K for our young peopl e today,
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Maj or Onens took up that fight for conmunity
action progranms back in the '60s and the ' 70s.
nmyself had the ability to go to Washi ngton, and
it was Maj or Onens who decided to take up that
fight when so many of our community action
progranms were being threatened.

To sonme of ny col |l eagues comunity
action progranms nmay not nmean a lot, but in the
nei ghbor hoods of Sout heast Queens and in Bed- Stuy
and Harlem conmunity action prograns are the
di ff erence between bei ng caught up and bei ng sent
to jail or in some negative activity, or being
able to sit in this chanber and advocate for
opportunities for young people to cone forward
t hi s day.

Senator Parker laid out all the
facts that need to be presented on behal f of
Congressman Major Onens. | stand today not only
to support the resolution but to make sure that
nmy col |l eagues take the tine, when you have an
opportunity to Google Senator or Congressnan
Maj or Onens, do so. Read the rich history that
he has contributed to, and | guarantee you you
will find some nexus between his |ife and yours

that would allow you at sone point in time to not
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only pray for his famly but also to thank God
for the presence and the inpact that he had on
our state and our city.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Smth.

The question is on Resolution 2758.
But before that, Senator Montgonery would like to
speak on the resol ution.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, thank
you, M. President.

| rise to also thank ny col |l eague
Senat or Parker for introducing this resolution.

But | just want to correct the
record for this nonent. Congressnman Maj or Oaens
was ny congressnman

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: And | ong, |ong
before I cane to Al bany as an el ected official,
as an advocate in the comunity working on behal f
of children and famlies in Brooklyn and across
the state, it was Senator Major Onens that was
our go-to legislator in the State Legislature.

And he was not only the person who

supported us and sponsored | egi slation on our
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behal f, but he al so taught us how to be effective
| eaders as it relates to working and advocati ng
for our communities.

And | et me just say that Mjor Omens
was a Morehouse man. And so every tine the
Mor ehouse choir canme to Brooklyn, wherever they
were, if Major Onmens was in the audi ence he woul d
dutifully get up and go and join the choir. So |
was very, very touched by that because not many
peopl e feel that strongly about their alna mater.

But as the parent of a Morehouse
young person, one of the things that the
presi dent of the college said to nmy son's cl ass
as he was entering Mrehouse was that "W did not
bring you to Morehouse to be an intell ectual
elite. W are here to teach you and to prepare
you to be | eaders of your people.”

And | was extrenely, extrenely
touched by that because as | | ook at Mjor Owens,
| can see what Mrehouse neans to the young
people in this nation, especially young nen of
color. He exhibited that. He was in every
single way the person that | believe the
presi dent of Morehouse was tal king about. He was

truly a Morehouse man.
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And | appreciate that because of so
much that he meant not only to ne personally, but
to the people that | worked with. Those of us
who have been part of a struggle, we did not
al ways know how to access power. He was there
for us to help us understand and open the doors.
So | thank him | praise him and | al so praise
Mor ehouse.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Montgonery.

Senat or Perkins on the resolution.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you very
much.

| want to be brief because | just
wanted to, for the record, let it be clear that
Maj or Onens was the congressman from Brookl yn.
He spent a lot of tinme with us in Harlem

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PERKI NS: And it was good
ti me, because when we were struggling around
hospital closings and anti-poverty programnms
cl osing, he was al ways available. And he was a
rol e nodel for sonme of us who were | ooking

forward to getting involved in community
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activism

And so | just wanted to let it be
known that we appreciate himas if he was one of
our congressnen as wel .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator PerKkins.

The question now is on Resolution
Nunber 2758. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe that Senator Perkins would
like to open this resolution up? Senator
Par ker. The other Senator Perkins, yes. Senator
Parker would |ike to open this resolution up.

And as the policy goes, if you
choose not to go on the resol ution, please |et
t he desk know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
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resolution is open for cosponsorship.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk at this
time?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There is
no further business.

SENATOR LI BOUS: There bei ng no
further business, | nove that the Senate adjourn
to January 22nd at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, January 22nd, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:55 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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