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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG SENATOR VALESKY: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: In the
absence of clergy, may we bow our heads in a
nonment of sil ence.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
readi ng of the Journal.
THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Sat urday, March 23rd, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, March 22nd,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, on behalf of
Senator Ritchie, | nove that the follow ng bil
be di scharged fromits respective conmttee and
be reconmtted with instructions to strike the

enacting clause. And that would be Senate Print

4300.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President. At this tine there will be an

i mredi ate nmeeting of the Finance Commttee in
Room 332, an i medi ate neeting of the Finance
Conmittee in Room 332.

In the nmeantime, we will stand at
ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
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Senate Finance Committee neets at this nonent in
Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 4:21 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 4:41 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
could we please return to reports of standing
committees. | believe there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmttee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Reports
of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, fromthe Conmittee on Finance,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 2604E, Senate Budget
Bill;

Senat e 2605D, Senate Budget Bill;

And Senat e 2608D, Senate Budget
Bill.

Al bills reported direct to third
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r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that we accept the report

of the Finance Committee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Al in
favor of accepting the report of the
Fi nance Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
VALESKY: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
report of the Finance Commttee is adopted.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, if
we could just wait till everything is
distributed to all the nenbers. W woul dn't
want to start before all the nenbers have what
they need in front of them please.

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: " msorry, you
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were in the mddle of a discussion. Do you need
to finish that discussion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Continue. W're all set.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
we'd like to do the noncontroversial readi ng of
Suppl ement al Cal endar 24A.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
270, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2604E, an
act maki ng appropriations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Krueger, why do you rise?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President. | rise with a point of order.

My understanding is that Section
54-A of the Legislative Law calls for the
procedure by which the Legi sl ature addresses
i ssues of public transparency and accountability
by providing a conference cormttee report to be
on the desk of each nmenber of the Legislature
prior to taking up appropriation and | anguage
bills.

|s there a copy of that report
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avai l able to us?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | just would
i ke to answer the question.

The answer is no.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, then point of order.

The law requires it to be on our
desks. | have it here from 2007-2008,

2008- 2009, 2009-2010, 2012-2013. I'mquite sure
there was one in between, but |I couldn't find it
t oday.

So why would we be taking up bills
if we don't have it on our desks, since the |aw
requires it?

ACTI NG SENATOR VALESKY: Senat or
Krueger, all of the budget bills have not been
introduced at this point intime. And as a
result, your point of order is not well taken.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or

Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
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So is it your clarification that we
will get this report? And if so, when?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: " m
sinply clarifying as a fact that all budget
bills have not been introduced yet, and
therefore your point is not well taken.

SENATOR KRUEGER: OCh. One nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, the
answer to that question is yes, you will get
them we hope. W' re trying our darnedest to
get all the rest of the budget bills printed by
m dni ght tonight. Once the bills are printed
and we' ve got the whole plan together, we wll
provi de that same report.

But we're trying to junp-start the
process. Since there are three budget bills
ready for people to discuss, rather than having
nine or ten budget bills at one tinme, we thought
this would be the better way to get a reasonabl e
debate on the bills and give everybody anple
tinme.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank

you, Senator DeFranci sco.
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Read the | ast section.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
271, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2605D, an
act --

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
272, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2608D, an
act to authorize.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

Senat or Li bous, that concludes the
noncontroversial reading of Senate Suppl enment al
Cal endar 24A.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President. And | believe we can now take up
t he controversial reading of Suppl enmental
Cal endar 24A.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The

Secretary will ring the bells.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
270, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2604E, an
act maki ng appropriations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor please yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, do you yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So this is an appropriations bill
on capital projects. So going back to ny
earlier point that there should be a report -- |
believe on the entire budget collection, but ny
col | eague pointed out earlier in my point of
order that we don't have all the bills so we
can't do it on all of them

But where is the materials that
nmeet Section 54-A law on this specific capital
bill? And that would be including conference

committee details -- excuse me -- and specifics
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on the dollars and cents in this budget bill.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thi s budget
bill has been in print for at |east three days,
but I think probably nore than that, as are the
other two bills that we're going to discuss
t oday, which gives everyone anple notice -- not
only nenbers, but also the general public -- to
| ook at all the entire list of things that this
particul ar capital projects budget bill, for
exanple, is going to approve by the approval of
this particular bill.

The entire plan will be rel eased as
soon as we've got the other budget bills in
print.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Just to read Section 54, "Report on
t he Budget": "Before voting upon an
appropriation bill submtted by the Governor and

rel ated | egislation as anmended i n accordance
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with Article 7 of the Constitution, each house
shal |l place on the desks of its nenbers a report
relating to each such bill. And preceding fina
action on all such appropriation bills and

| egi sl ation, menbers shall be so provided with a
conprehensi ve cunul ative report relating to al
such bills and |egislation.

"The reports prepared by each house
shal |l include, for the General Fund, a summary
of proposed |egislation, revisions to the
Executive Budge for the ensuing fiscal year, and
shal | separately identify and present al
| egi sl ative additions, reestinates, and ot her
revisions that increase or decrease" --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Krueger, do you have any question for Senator
DeFr anci sco?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do. |'mjust
reading fromthe | aw.

So to continue the paragraph, "and
separately identify and present all |egislative
additions, reestimtes and other revisions that
i ncrease or decrease avail able resources.”

Such report for each appropriation

bill to be on our desks "shall, where
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practicable, display and the separately identify
and present all |egislative additions,

reesti mates and other revisions that increase or
decrease state funds and Al Funds spendi ng,

i ncluding an estimate of the inpact of the
proposed revisions on | ocal governnents and the
state workforce."

So yes, the sponsor answered that
the bill has aged three days. But again, ny
guestion is, under the |law, we are supposed to
have on our desks a report that |ays out these
specifications for this specific capital
appropriations bill. |'mwondering where that
report is.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | mentioned
before that you don't have a conplete report in
view of the fact that we don't have all the
budget bills printed.

However, | appreciate Senator
Krueger's reading that section of the | aw,
because there were words in there that she said
alittle silently, but it said "where
practicable.” And in this particular situation,
|'d be happy to read them nore |oudly.

It's not practical in view of the
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fact that we don't have the rest of the budget
bills. However, that summary is extrenely

i mportant when we're doing it |like we used to do
busi ness, with nmessages of necessity where no
one really knew what the plan or knew what these
bills stood for, and you couldn't read it in
such a short tine.

We've had plenty of tine to do
that. 1It's not practicable. W don't want to
waste the time we have here to do three of the
many budget bills, so we do it in an orderly
fashion. So that's why we don't have it. |It's
not practicable presently.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. On -- | don't know that |I'm on
the bill, I"'mon ny point about we should have a
report on our desks. So on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't believe
| was quieter on "practicable," although | agree
| have trouble saying that word al so.

But since we all know that we don't
have nessages of necessity, this bill has aged

three days -- and certainly in every other
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previ ous year since the | aw passed, we were able
to do this work prior to bringing the bill to
the floor -- | actually do think it was
perfectly practicable for us to have the report
on our desks that we should have on our desks.
I"'mled to believe that despite the
fact that we are in violation of Section 54 of
t he budget law, we are going to continue to take
up this bill. So now |I'm happy to open it up to
ot her questions fromthe fl oor.
Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Are
t here any other Senators who wi sh to be heard?
Seei ng none, the debate is closed.
The Secretary will ring the bells.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
DeFranci sco to explain his vote.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Just very

briefly, I want to nmention a couple of the
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highlights of this bill that | think nost people
shoul d be happy with, especially Wstern
New Yor k.

There's Enpire State Devel opnent
noney for various projects in Western New York
i ncl udi ng Ral ph Wl son Stadi um anot her
$2.1 mllion for the retention of the
prof essional football team the Buffal o regiona
i nnovations cluster, and nmany, nmany nore. |It's
part of the Governor's prom se for that
$1 billion Iift for Western New York to get that
econony goi ng.

However, the other part that's
really inportant, | believe, is how we dealt
with transportation this year. For five
straight years we had no increase in CH PS
funding, which is so inportant for our
localities to be able to keep their roads in
good shape. And there's a $75 million increase
this year, and the plan is for another $75
mllion increase next year.

And we have a total budget for
transportation of $3.4 billion, which is subject
to an MOU, and the projects are listed in the

MOU, which is avail abl e.
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There's al so sone ot her funding
that's available for specific projects for
transportation, including aviation, rail, and
some of the regional transportation authorities
as well as the MTA. So it's a very broad -- and
al so for SUNY

So there's substantial capital
noney here that's been lacking in prior years
that we were able to put in this year which is
crucial for the infrastructure of the State of
New York and to keep our economy goi ng.

So it's an excellent bill, and I'm
glad we're going to pass this today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
DeFranci sco to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Latinmer to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR LATI MER: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise in support of the bill, but
| would |ike to share a cautionary note. W
have the nmmjor capital project downstate of the
Tappan Zee Bridge, which is not just only
I i nki ng West chester and Rockl and County but is a

key connector for business throughout the
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downst at e regi on
We have applied for $2.5 billion
froma TIFIA [oan. W' ve received $1.5
billion. That |eaves a gap of a billion
dol lars. This budget does not have an
all ocation of capital to address that, and I
think there's legitimte concern that we nay be
headi ng toward excessively high tolls if we
can't bridge that gap through sone capital
activity.
But absent that, | wll support
this bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Latimer to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Parker to explain his vote.
SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President. To explain ny vote.
|"mvoting no on this bill, and I'm
voting no probably on the entire budget,
M. President.
This has been frankly an atrocity.
To have a process in which you have no
African- Ameri cans, no Latinos, no wonen, no
Asi ans involved in the budget process, the third

| argest budget in the entire country, is just
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absol utely horrendous. And not to have our
| eader engaged in this.

As | |look over this bill, | see
nothing in there for nmy constituents, | see
not hi ng for Brooklyn. Wy would | vote for
somet hi ng does nothing for nmy constituents?

| have not been able to talk to the
Governor for six, seven nonths about doing
somet hi ng around Downst ate Medi cal Center, have
not even had a conversation with himor his
staff. | vote no.

" m | ooking at a conversation that
we' re having about m ni mum wage. W' re talking
about, you know, phasing it in over three years
as a neasly $9. By the tinme we phase it in,
it's already going to be obsolete. | vote no.

We haven't done anythi ng about
pl ai n-si ght marijuana and decrimnalizing it.
vot e no.

And so because of all the things

that are lacking in this budget bill,

M. President, | only have a couple of seconds,
but just in case people weren't clear, |I'm
voti ng no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
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Parker to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Espaillat to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Thank you,

M. President.

Several days ago we began this
budget process with the debt services bill, and
now we have this capital projects bill wth many
worthy projects, including $53.89 mllion for
the Ral ph Wl son Stadium For us footbal
| overs, that will be a great investnent.

W al so have a $10.25 million
i nvestnment for zoos and botanical gardens. It
was actually increased a mllion dollars for us
folks that like to visit the zoos. That's also
a nice investnent.

In addition to that, we have
$4.6 mllion for invasive species control,

i ncl udi ng $100, 000 for Lake George, not too far
fromhere, and $20 mllion for |and
acqui sition.

This is the begi nning of a budget
process that will conclude with a budget of
around $143 billion. And yet there has been no

tal k as we concluded this weekend -- the Sonos
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El Futuro weekend, where hundreds of young
people cane to the State Capitol -- there is no
tal k about the DREAM Act. So it | acks
investnment in the human capital. And | think
that's a very negative shortfall for this
budget .

In addition to that, the m ni mum
wage debate continues to linger. And while we
shoot for a $9 an hour m ni num wage in 2015, our
U.S. Senator, Kirsten Gllibrand, is asking for
a $10.10 m ni num wage nationally. And by the
time we get to 2015, | amsure that the federa
government will have inplenmented a $9 m ni mum
wage across the country, across states with nuch
| oner standards and costs of |iving than New
York City and New York State.

So, M. President, this is the
begi nning of a | ong process where |, as well as
nmy col | eague who spoke before nme, will continue
to vote no in all these budget issues.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Espaillat to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Libous to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.
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It was commented earlier, and |
don't recall who did it, who said it, but | just
want to make a clarification. The New York City
region, in this budget bill, will get
$1.26 billion. And that nmoney is going to go to
the Counties of Richnond, Kings, Queens,

New York, and Bronx. So | just want to nmake
that point and clarification.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: And,
Senat or Li bous, how do you vote?

SENATOR LI BOUS: | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Li bous to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to express ny support
for the funding allocated in this budget
specifically toward the Buffalo Bills, keeping
the Buffalo Bills in Western New York and in
New York State.

The Bills, as we all know, are an
i mportant part of the fabric of the Wstern

New York conmunity, of the New York State
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econony. It's a strategic investnent targeted
to benefit our region's infrastructure, our
econony, a long-termfocus that's going to
ensure that we have a positive econonic inpact
felt fromthe retention of the Bills in Buffalo.

This isn't just about football,
this is about jobs. This is about keeping jobs,
t he thousands of jobs that are inportant to the
West ern New York econony, the New York State
econony, wor ki ng.

If the Bills were to | eave Buffal o,
it would send a negative economc ripple effect
t hroughout our conmunity, throughout our state.
Busi nesses t hroughout Western New York woul d
have to consider |aying off workers.

Mer chandi sers, restaurants, bars, food
suppl i ers, busing conpani es, shipping conpanies
and others all would feel an econonic pain.

Negotiating a | ease deal for the
stadiumwas a |ong process, but it was essenti al
to keep the Bills in Buffalo. The Governor and
ot her stakehol ders deserve a great anount of
credit. Al the stakehol ders cane together to
devise a solution that will work to benefit our

econony, our county, our state, our footbal
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team and our fans.

| want to thank al so Senat or
DeFranci sco for giving us Syracuse University's
coach, Doug Marrone, who undoubtedly are going
to lead the Bills to the Super Bow in the very
near future, to see the fruits of our [|abor.
And the next step is finding a quarterback to
ensure this is a positive investnent for all of
New York State.

Again, | vote aye on this budget
portion of this bill and |ook forward to seeing
the Bills' successes in the near future.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senat or Kennedy will be recorded in
the affirmative.

And just let the record reflect
that I in fact represent Syracuse University.
So thank you.

Senator Grisanti to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GRI SANTI : Yes, thank you,
M. President.

| won't go any further on the
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Buffalo Bills issue than they're getting their
funding and God pray that they get a
guart er back

But, you know, this budget bil
isn't just about the Buffalo Bills. | nmean,
it's about numerous things across New York
State. This is first time EPF fundi ng has been
i ncreased, |adies and gentlenen, a $19 mllion
increase. It affects a variety of issues across
your districts, fromresearch to farnmers to
protect against pollution in the environnent.
That's very significant that that actually went
forward

In particular, they have the
New Yor k SUNY 2020, New York CUNY 2020
significant anmounts of noney, a conbination of
$110 mllion.

The CHI PS fundi ng al one, the CH PS
funding alone -- an increase that has not been
seen for five years -- is mandate relief for
your rmunicipalities. That is noney the
muni ci palities do not have to spend on vari ous
infrastructure, that we have given them sone
mandate relief with regards to those areas.

And in particular in Wstern

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1229

New York, there's nunerous funding in here for
the waterfront devel oprment, for parks and for
various nmunicipalities to deal with

envi ronment al i ssues.

And it's a budget on the capital
projects that's nuch needed for the state, but
in particular for Western New York. | vote
aye.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Gisanti to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60. Nays,
2. Senators Espaillat and Parker recorded in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
271, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2605D, an
act authori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Ri vera, why do you rise?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President, to explain ny vote -- on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Rivera on the bill.

Senat or Rivera, you're recogni zed
to speak on the bill.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President. And as | am speaking on the
bill, I will also explain nmy vote, so it covers
two at the sane tine.

| will be voting in the affirmative
on this piece of legislation. There's a couple
of things that | think certainly that we needed
todo alittle bit differently. Certainly the
closing of the facility, of the Beacon facility,
i s sonething that we have been concerned about,
certainly nyself and many nenbers of ny
conference, particularly ny colleague Terry
G pson. I'msure he will speak to it.

But | wanted to speak briefly about

one part of the budget that deals with the
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transfer of the Fulton Correctional Facility.
It is a former work-release facility that is in
my district.

W have been, the last couple of
years, working -- along with nmenbers of ny
conference, certainly Senator Ruth Hassell -
Thonmpson, and many nenbers in the Assenbly as
well as folks on the second floor -- we've been
wor ki ng on putting together sonething that
hopefully with this transfer of a facility wll
actually come a little bit closer to fruition

Many fol ks that are incarcerated in
upstate New York right now and in places al
across the state will come back to nei ghborhoods
like the ones | represent in the Bronx. And we
want to make sure that when these fol ks cone
back, they have a way to becone productive
nmenbers of society again.

What this facility, once it starts
operation, and hopefully this will -- this
definitely gets us closer to that -- it wll
serve as a one of a kind and first of its kind
reentry facility in the Bronx, providing both
housi ng and education opportunities, as well as

wor kf orce devel opnent. It will allow an
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opportunity for folks that are com ng back to
the city, and particularly to the Bronx, to be
able to train so that they do not go back into
the crimnal justice system

| amvery glad that we were able to
include it in this budget process. W are
transferring the facility now to an organi zation
known as the Gsborne Association that has done
excellent work with incarcerated individuals,
formerly incarcerated individuals. W still
have a long way to go to nake sure that this
programand this facility is up and runni ng, but
the first part of it has to be this transfer of
this facility. So I'mvery happy that we are
doing it today.

| will be voting in the affirmative
on this piece of legislation, M. President.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Rivera.

Senat or Parker on the bill.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you very
much, M. President. On the bill.

In a nove that's probably going to

surprise this chanmber, I'"mvoting no on this
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bill as well, M. President.

| want to maintain, | guess nostly
for enmphasis, nmy problemw th the process. And
we tal k about -- you know, there's a | ot of
conversation about dysfunction in this body and,
you know, dysfunction in the Legislature and
dysfunction in Al bany. And understand that
dysfunction was a termthat tal ked about the
three men in a room

W now have four nen in a room
And this is not personal to who the four nen
are. |It's that you have 150 peopl e who
represent, you know, 20 mllion people, and you
only have four of them naking deci sions.

And if anybody tries to raise issue
of those tables, which are just jive -- | nean,
they're less than a billion dollars. You're
tal ki ng about a vote being taken over the next
few days on, M. President, 142-point-sonething
billion dollars. Right? And you put |ess than
a billion at these little tables that we're
doi ng, you know, it's tricks.

And it is what it is. And, you
know, | get we're doing it for effect. But, you

know, don't -- don't tell me that. Right? |
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nmean, the reality is that we have not been part
of it. | don't know why |I would vote for
sonmething in which ny input has been not just
i gnored but essentially told no.

| cane to the table essentially
with one major issue, which is the preservation
of Downstate Medical Center as both a nedical
school and health center as well as a hospital.
Coul d not even get a neeting with the Governor
or his people for seven nonths. For seven
nmonths. We wote letters, | stopped people in
t he hallway, went to the Governor's nmansion and
asked the Governor personally, and was denied a
conversation

Wiy would | vote for a budget when
|"ve asked for one thing and | was told,
M. President, that | can't even have a
conversation with the people nmaking the decision
about the one thing that was the nost inportant
to me? Wiy would | give you ny vote on anyt hing
in this budget?

This is a nedical center that
85 percent of the people who get services there
and primary care there are African-Anerican and

peopl e of African descent and Latino. And this
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is what you think is the right thing to do,
M. Governor? W produce 800 nedi cal

prof essionals every single year. And you want
to close the hospital and fire people in this
econony?

So you want to run these nice ads
about New York is open for business? It nust
not be open for business in Brooklyn, because
you're closing the fourth-largest enployer in
Brookl yn. And then you want ny vote for that.

This bill is not -- this bill
doesn't deal with that directly, and |
understand that. But ny objections on all of
this stuff, I cannot vote for any of this due to
the fact that things that I'm asking for are not
bei ng resol ved.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO |'d ask if
Senat or Parker woul d please yield to a very
gui ck question which may nake himfeel better.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Par ker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: For nmy friend

Senat or DeFranci sco, absol utely.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Par ker vyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Senat or, as
| mentioned earlier, we don't have all the
budget bills prepared in print. But, however --
oh, this one is in print, actually. |'msorry,
' m m st aken.

But this is Budget Bill 2606D
There is a provision. There is a provision
concerning the Downstate hospital that you're
concerned about that was negotiated. And | can
refer you -- or actually, Senator Hannon is in a
better position to refer you to the exact
section, and maybe can you take a | ook at that
before you -- Part Qof that bill, 2606D

SENATOR PARKER: Ckay.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And you
m ght want to take a look at it, because | think
t here was an extensive provision concerning your
i ssue.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
Senat or DeFranci sco.

If I can continue on the bill.

ACTI NG SENATOR VALESKY: Cont i nue.

SENATCR PARKER: | have two
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problems with Downstate, and |I'm going to kind
of end here.

One was about the need for about
$150 million -- and this is according to the

SUNY peopl e, and the chairman there, have

i ndi cated they need $150 mllion. | have not
seen anything -- and in fact, everybody |'ve
talked to has said it's not been there. I'm

hoping that the clarification | got from Senator
DeFrancisco is in fact correct and in fact there
is sone noney there to make this hospital go
further.

My second problemis |anguage that
privatizes the hospital. And | don't think
there's any place for privatization in a public
hospi t al

And the reality is we have public
institutions, and the reason why we have
government is that frankly there isn't a market
to do sone of the things that need to be done in
our society. Point-blank, period. That's why
you need governnent. |If there was a nmarket to
pave every street in the country, then in fact,
you know, there would be private conpanies that

did nothing but own the streets and pave them
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If there was a market to educate everybody, then
you woul d not need public schools, you would
j ust have private education.

The reality is there are sone
things that we actually do better, believe it or
not. And efficiency cannot just be about
econonmi c efficiency, it has to be about service
efficiency. It has to be about quality of
care. It has to be about making sure that
people in our society get the things that they
need.

And so | can't vote on a bill that
begi ns the process of privatizing a public
hospital and a public nedical center.

| have vast concerns about ot her
parts of this budget. No DREAM Act. | think,
agai n, a woeful ly inadequate m ni rum wage
proposal. The fact that we have not dealt with
just many, nmany of the inportant things,
i ncl udi ng the devel opnental | y di sabl ed community
that's going to | ose about $120 million, is ny
understanding still, and that we haven't
resol ved

And so sone of these things have to

be resol ved before | can feel confortable voting
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yes on this budget.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senat or G pson on the bill.

SENATOR G PSON: Thank you,

M. President, for the opportunity to speak on
this bill.

There are sone very good things in
this bill that | amvery happy about, and one of
themis the | ocal governnent efficiency grant
program This programwll allow | ocal
muni ci palities that are experiencing severe
budget crunches, it will help themin reaching
out for nore opportunities to share services and
maki ng the entire process nore stream ined. And
it will, nore inportantly, speed up the process
in which grant noney is brought back to these
| ocal governnments. |'mvery happy to see that
that is in here.

|"m al so happy to see that this
adj udi cation of traffic violations has been
changed from what the Executive was originally
proposi ng. The Executive's proposal woul d have

t aken power away from our |ocal governments, it

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1240

woul d have taken power away fromthe ability for
themto plea bargain tickets. This would have
led to an increase in trials, and the resulting
expenses woul d have gone back to our |ocal

gover nnent s.

This new solution will reduce | ocal
governments' traffic court expenses and, nore
inmportantly, it will continue an inportant
stream of revenue for our |ocal governnents.

These two things are good.

However, in this bill there is one thing that is
particularly bad. And that is that the Beacon
Correctional Facility, which is located in the
sout hern end of ny district, is proposed to be
cl osed.

As many of you know, | fought hard
to keep this facility open, along with many of
nmy col |l eagues. There are wonen there that
recei ve val uabl e services that will be
unfortunately displaced to other | ocations that
will not be able to offer the quality of care
that they were receiving there. Jobs are at
stake. And nore inportantly, the |ocal econony
stands to suffer greatly fromthis decision.

Having said that, apparently |I'm
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| eft no other course of action than to try to
find a way to make use of this outstanding
facility, which is over 300 acres right in the

m ddl e of a thriving nmetropolis, the Cty of
Beacon. |It's a great place to visit. If you
haven't been there, | hope you'll cone and see
what they've done there, on their own, with art
galleries and restaurants. The education system
there is growing. |It's an exciting place to

be.

So what we have to do now is we
have to find a way to revitalize this inportant
venue there. And so I'mcommtted to working
with the Governor's office and the | ocal
community in finding a way to make sure that we
devel op good | ocal jobs at this |ocation and
that we find a way to make sure that the econony
continues to grow as a result of the work that
we're doing there. And that's where ny focus
will be noving forward.

As | said, there are good things in
this bill that | support. But the fact that a
facility that offered so many good services and
such a great econom c benefit to my conmunity is

being closed, | will have to vote no on this
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bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator G pson.

Seei ng no ot her Senator who w shes
to be heard on the bill, the debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
VALESKY: Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 271, those recorded in the

negative are Senators Espaillat, G pson, and

Par ker .

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco, why do you
rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | just
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wanted to explain nmy vote very briefly.

It was just nmentioned by Senator
G pson about this help to the localities, not
only in these |ocal efficiency grants, but one
of the biggest things in ny community -- and,
know, a | ot of people upstate -- the Governor
wanted to take away pl ea bargai ning on various
not or vehicle provisions. And the intended
pur pose was to make sure that tickets were not
pl ea bargai ned down to an offense that only the
| ocalities receive the funds.

There was a great conprom se so
that the localities could still plea bargain and
not have the cost of trials or additional cost
because of not being able to get a | ower charge,
but also so the localities could keep the
funding, which was critical for the towns and
vil |l ages especially.

In addition, there's another
provision in here that | think is very inportant
with respect to safety in the schools. And
we' ve included | anguage in this budget to allow
t he Conmi ssi oner of Education the discretion to
elimnate earning limtations for retired police

of ficers enployed to districts as schoo
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resource office. In other words, they can all ow
for nore than the m ni mrum anount of wage for
retired police officers dealing with this 211
wai ver .

It gives the flexibility for the
school districts to hire these officers and be
in a position to make their schools safer. So |
think that's a significant part of the public
protection bill as well.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or

DeFranci sco to be recorded in the affirmati ve.

The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
272, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2608D, an

act to authorize.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Parker on the bill.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to vote no on this budget
bill. | don't see the 18-a utility assessnent

surcharge init. And | wish that neant that it
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was going to go away, as it should. This is a
harnful tax to our constituents and people who
use utilities across the state.

And even though that's not in this
budget, we still have failed to do many of the
i mportant things, M. President, that | think
that we need to do to take care of the people of
the State of New York, particularly the people
inny district.

Downst at e Medical Center's
financial crisis and the privatization | anguage
in the budget nust be dealt with. Education,
particularly restoring the full funding for our
schools and restoring the $250 mllion to
New York City schools has to happen

We al so have not held up our
prom se for the Canpaign for Fiscal Equity. And
so we have high-needs districts across the State
of New York, fromBuffalo to Bath, from Brooklyn
to Brookhaven, that all are suffering because we
have not fulfilled our prom se to the Canpaign
for Fiscal Equity |awsuit.

Lack of progress on mnority and
wonen- owned busi ness enterprises is really a

problem In fact, nmy understanding is that this
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budget is going to contain a $3 mllion
deduction when in fact we are actually supposed
to be increasing the amount of noney that we're
putting in for MABEs.

That in fact for you to in fact get
to the threshold that the Governor hinself has
said he wants to see every agency get to, which
is 20 percent -- which is laudable, but it's one
thing to pay lip service toit. [It's another
thing, M. Governor, to put your noney where
your mouth is. And we need about $14 mllion
across the state in agencies in order to nake a
20 percent goal happen in each agency. And |
don't see that reflected in this budget, so I'm
going to vote no.

Lack, again, of marijuana
decrimnalization and public protection. Sone
of you have heard in Brooklyn that there have
been a nunber of disruptions and civil
di sobedi ence in regards to the death of a young
man named Kimani Gray. That's in ny district.

You know, when are we going to do
somet hi ng about stop and frisk? W' ve been
asking for nonths to do that. W could have

done that in this budget and dealt with
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something that's inportant for the people of the
State of New York. And, again, failing to
provide a significant living wage is also a rea
pr obl em

Let ne suggest, as | close, that we
get together with the Assenbly and take back our
power on the budget. | know that a nunber of
years ago that there was a |lawsuit, you know,
and we sued and lost. And because of that, we
are now the nost ineffective legislature in the
entire country as relates to a budget
negoti ati on.

We coul d actually take that back by
deciding what is fair, coming up with a bill,
passing it. O course, the Governor won't sign
it, but we can bring it here and we can override
t he Governor's veto and take back our own
power. Instead of having these tables with
$550 million, which is than a half a percent of
t he budget that we're maki ng deci sions on.

You know, we lost all of our nenber
itens and capital funding -- at least we did in
the mnority, we didn't have any. Menber
itenms -- and you know, let's call it the nice

word, legislative initiative funds -- was |ess
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than $200 mllion for the entire Legislature.
And t he Governor has scooped that up, put it in
his little Econom c Devel opnent Councils, and
have | eft our conmunities, particularly black
and Latino communities, bare, without an ability
to deci de where funding goes in our
communi ti es.

And so what continues to get
funding are | arge organi zations. And neanwhil e,
comuni ty- based organi zations that are doing a
| ot of the grassroots work that is really
critical in districts like mne, is not getting
done.

For all of those reasons, | vote no
on this budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Kennedy on the bill.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to express ny support
for the | anguage included in this bill that
brings New York State in line with federa
regul ati ons regardi ng distracted driving.

It's vitally inmportant that al

drivers and those with whomthey share the road
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are protected from dangerous of texting while
driving and distracted driving. W' ve been |ong
fighting to end distracted driving, but lives
continue to be put at risk by notorists that are
texting while driving or engaged in other

di stracti ons behind the wheel.

The expanded provisions in this
budget bill take another step in the right
direction toward inproving roadway safety and
ultimately saving |ives.

Monent um began buil ding to ban
texting when driving as a result of the work in
Western New York by Kelly Cline, a Western
New Yor ker who | ost her son, A J. Larsen, to a
texting while driving accident. Since then,
Kel |y has been an unwavering advocate for safer
driving | aws.

Toget her, we passed a ban on
di stracted driving back in the last couple of
years. | was proud to vote for a statew de ban
agai nst distracted driving here in New York
St at e.

In the first year since the ban,
nore than 20,000 distracted driving tickets were

witten. As |aw enforcenent officials continue
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to crack down on this dangerous activity, lives
are being saved across our state. The |anguage
inthis bill will prohibit drivers from using
handhel d nobil e tel ephones or portable

el ectroni c devices while operating comerci al
not or vehi cl es.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
G pson on the bill

SENATOR G PSON: Thank you,

M. President.

| am very happy about sone things
inthis bill that really will help pronote
farming in nmy coomunity. | want to point out
that the Environmental Protection Fund not only
hel ps protect our environnent, but it also hel ps
protect our farm and. For every $1 invested in
the EPF, New York's farm econony will help
generate $7 back into New York's econony.

Qur state is a |leader in
agriculture. W are the third-largest dairy
industry in the nation. And with the right
i nvestmments, our agricultural industry wll

continue to grow.
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Farms in New York today face a
i mense pressure to sell |and for devel oprent,
especially farns in the Hudson Vall ey, where ny
district is |ocated and where property val ues
have increasingly been on the rise. However,
funding fromthe EPF hel ps protect this farnl and
so that farmers can obtain additional |and or
keep the land from bei ng sol d.

Recently the Farm and Protection
Program was not seeing the types of funding that
it really needed to assist farmers. But now,
with this bill, we'll be changing that. And as
you know, food security is critical to
protecting our farniand.

| would al so point out that ny
district is the honme of the Dutchess County
Fair, which is what | consider to be a rea
jewel in terms of pronoting agriculture in not
only nmy district but in New York State. So it
is ny goal over the next few years, you're going
to see an increase in agriculture in the Hudson
Ri ver Vall ey because of what the EPF fund is
doing in this bill.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
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Latimer on the bill.

SENATOR LATI MER: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill

There is an omission in this bil
whi ch nmay be caught in sonme bill before we're
finished with our work on the budget, but for
t he nonent the Governor placed in this section
of the budget a proposal to inplenent
recommendat i ons nade by the Morel and Commi ssion
on utility storm preparedness and response.

There are nmany good people in ny
home district in Westchester County and |
suspect in other parts of the state -- in Queens
and Staten Island and Long Island -- that are
very concerned over the perfornmance of the
utilities during Superstorm Sandy. And the
Governor was very forthright, and | think
accurately so, in indicating that we needed to
beef up enforcenment of the Public Service
Conmmi ssi on.

That whol e topic area has been |eft
out of this bill. 1'lIl look to see that it's
referred in sone other bill going forward. But
| think it's a very inportant point, and | don't

think we can afford, if we're going to deal with
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t hese issues within the budget, to close this
budget wi thout dealing with that proposal by the
Governor. Because | think nmany of our

residents are expecting to see us respond with a
greater degree of enforcenent of these
regul ati ons.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Seei ng
no ot her Senator who w shes to be heard, the
debate is cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank CGovernor Cuono and
nmy col |l eagues for working on this budget, this
budget bill particularly. W have | anguage in

here that addresses a real compbnsense issue
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that we realized in the aftermath of Hurricane
Sandy.

In the days foll ow ng Superstorm
Sandy we cane to realize the painful truth, that
our state is dependent on gasoline. And we saw
t hat when gas stations can't punp gasoline, that
our society, our econony grinds to a screeching
hal t .

In this legislation, in this budget
bill, we put in |anguage to make sure that gas
stations have backup generators, that the
prewiring -- that gas stations will be able to
get noney to do prewiring so that when a
di saster strikes, generators will kick into
make sure that that gasoline can punp.

This is a conmonsense approach to
make sure that we can nove our society along, to
make sure that our economy doesn't grind to a
screeching halt, and to make sure that energency
servi ce workers can nove throughout the
comunity. Wat we saw in the afternmath of
Superstorm Sandy was traffic lining the streets,
energency service workers not being able to get
by, people not being able to get to work.

This is an inportant piece of
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legislation. | want to thank ny coll eagues for
wor ki ng on a conmonsense approach that hel ps the
gas stations, hel ps commuters, hel ps energency
service workers to nmake sure that we can provide
relief in the aftermath of a disaster |ike
Hurri cane Sandy.

So | vote aye on this and want to
t hank ny col | eagues for doing the sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Carlucci to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Farley to explain his vote.

SENATOR FARLEY: | rise to bring
attention to one part of this which is very
wort hwhil e, and | applaud ny col |l eagues for
fighting for it. And that's CH PS for our roads
upstate and around the state. Because here
we're spending mllions to actually save
billions.

It's something that's been very,
very inportant, and |'m pleased to vote for
t his.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Farley to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Gisanti to explain his
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vot e.

SENATOR GRI SANTI : Yes, thank you,
M. President.

You know, what Senator Carl ucci
said, it is very inportant for downstate and
t hose gas stations. However, the initial
proposal was for it to go statew de.

Now, being a Western New Yorker
fromBuffalo, we don't really have those type of
storms that would require these gas stations to
spend $40,000 to $60,000 to inplenment a
generator program So |I'mglad that upstate was
actual ly taken out of that particular part of
the bill.

However, they can opt in if they
want to, if federal noney becones available. So
that's very inportant that it would not add that
burden on the gas station industry in upstate
New Yor k.

And t hen besides CH PS fundi ng and
everything else, what's inportant in this
| egislation as well is that trappers do have a
separate identity when it comes to their
|icenses, so they're not grouped together with

ot her hunting licenses. So | know that that was
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very inportant for the trappers to maintain
their separate identity.

And in the previous |legislation, |
appreci ate everybody's vote with regard to the
increased aid to Roswell Park Cancer Institute
so they can continue with their capital projects
nmoving forward, for the econony as well. W
know it's inportant not only for Western New
York and the state, but they're world-renowned
in the research they do and saving lives in
cancer research

For those reasons, on all three of
t hose budget bills, as | said before, | vote
aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Senat or
Gisanti to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 272, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Espaillat and Parker.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the

bills on Senate Suppl enental Cal endar 24A.
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SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
did you call ny name?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: | did.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Si nce you called
my nane, is there any further business at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There
i S none.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
t here being no further business at the desk,
nove that the Senate will adjourn unti
March 25th -- that's tonorrow, Mnday -- at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Monday, March 25th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:36 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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