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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Today' s
invocation will be offered by Rabbi Shnuel M
But man, from Lubavitch Youth Organization in
Br ookl yn, New York

Rabbi .

RABBI BUTMAN: {I'n Hebrew} CQur
heavenly Father, we ask You to bestow Your
bl essi ngs upon all the nmenbers of the New York
State Senate.

They shoul d have a | ot of success
in all their endeavors, in all their comuna
endeavors and in all their personal endeavors,
especially since they have just done a great
deed, that they have passed a resol ution
proclaimng 111 Days of Education in honor of
the 111th birthday of the Lubavitcher Rebbe,

Rabbi Menachem M Schneer son.
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I n Psal m Nunber 112, 112, that we
start saying on the Rebbe's 111th birthday,
Ki ng Davi d speaks about the righteous nmen and
wonen. And he prom ses themthat whoever is
going to follow the path of righteousness, {in
Hebrew}, which neans that their children are
going to have a | ot of success, that they wll
never fear any fear and they will never fear any
adversities, and that they will have eternal
success for all of their lives, for thenselves
and for their children, when they follow the
pat h of righteousness.

You, the legislators in the
New York State Senate, you are not only
| egislating | aws that govern the State of
New York but al so, by extension, the United
States of America. And by extension, the United
States of Anmerica of Anerica is a superpower,
the whole world | ooks to us. And when we
| egi sl ate laws that govern how peopl e shoul d
behave, between man and man and man and Cod,

t hen those | aws have an effect all over the
wor | d.
| should also tell you that every

Sabbat h, every Shabbos in our comrunity, in our
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shul s, in our synagogues, we say a speci al
prayer for you for your success. W say the {in
Hebrew}. All those who serve the public with
faith, as you do, we ask Al m ghty God that
Al m ghty God should grant you good health and
long life and you should be able to continue to
do the right thing and naking this world a
better place.

Many years ago, when | opened the
United States Senate in Washington, | went to
see the Rebbe. And the Rebbe said to ne that
"You should take with you a tzedakah pushke," a
charity box. "And while you are offering the
prayer," the Rebbe told nme, "you should al so
give charity, you should put in a dollar. And
on the dollar it says '"In God W Trust.' And
everybody shoul d see what you are doing, and
t hey shoul d know what noney shoul d be used
for."

So that's what we are going to do,
what the Rebbe said. W are going to put in a
dollar in the tzedakah. And we are going to ask
you, whoever wants to join us later -- | don't
think you to think that this is a fundraising

canpai gn. Because if it would be, we would ask
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you for much nore than a doll ar.

(Laughter.)

RABBI BUTMAN: This is a canpaign to
do nore goodness and nore ki ndness. You are
wel come to join us later. Only one dollar per
person. And then you are going to do another act
of goodness and ki ndness.

God bless you all. You should be
abl e to pass the budget successfully, with God's
hel p, and you should have a | ot of success in
your personal lives and in your communal
endeavors. God bl ess you, every single one of
you.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Rabbi .

The readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 10th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, Mrch 9th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.
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Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 7,
Senat or Seward noves to di scharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Insurance, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1831
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 2756, Third Readi ng Cal endar 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Substitution so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 7,
Senat or Seward noves to di scharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Insurance, Assenbly Bill Nunber 1832
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 2757, Third Readi ng Cal endar 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Substitution so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: And on page 12,
Senat or Nozzolio noves to discharge, fromthe
Comm ttee on Codes, Assenbly Bill Nunber 196 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 3034, Third Readi ng Cal endar 131.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Substitution so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLG M. President,
on behal f of Senator Hannon, on page nunber 7
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber
58, Senate Print Nunmber 2069, and ask that said
bill retain its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on third readi ng.

Senat or Fuschill o, one second
pl ease.

May | have sone order in the house,
pl ease.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLG On behal f of
Senat or LaVall e, on page nunber 14 | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 166,
Senate Print Nunber 2920, and ask that said bil
retain its place on the order of Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
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amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on third reading.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLG On behal f of
Senat or Marcellino, on page nunber 13 | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 156
Senate Print Nunber 3046, and ask that said bill
retain its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on third reading.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO May we pl ease
have the readi ng of the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 53,
substituted earlier by Menber of the Assenbly
Morelle, Assenbly Print 1831, an act to amend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the

same nmanner as Chapter 495 of the Laws of 2012.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 54,
substituted earlier by Menber of the Assenbly
Morelle, Assenbly Print 1832, an act to amend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Chapter 496 of the Laws of 2012.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 65,
by Senator Ranzenhofer, Senate Print 1434, an act
to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 65: Ayes, 53. Nays, 2.

Senat ors Montgomery and Perkins recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 66,
by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 1480, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
109, by Senator Zeldin, Senate Print 3414, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
131, substituted earlier by Menmber of the
Assenbly Weinstein, Assenbly Print Nunber 196, an
act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO  Cal |l the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
138, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 1965, an act
to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
140, by Senator Savino, Senate Print 2963, an act
di recting.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO  Cal |l the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Fuschill o, that conpletes
t he noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLG Thank you,

M. President.

| believe there's a privileged
resolution at the desk by Senators Skel os and
Klein. | ask that the title be read and nove for
its i mredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is accepted, in accordance with rules
and regul ati ons of the house, and the Secretary
will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol uti on Nunber
818, by Senators Skel os and Kl ein, adopting
proposed anmendnents to the 2013-2014 Executive
Budget subm ssion (Legislative Bills Senate
2600C, 2603C, 2604C, 2605C, 2606C, 2607C, 2608C
and Senate 2609C).

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Agai n,
sone order in the house.

The resolution is before the house.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you
very much

This is the resolution setting forth
the Senate's version of the one-house budget that
will be negotiated along with the Assenbly and
the CGovernor's office. | know there will be sonme
guestions, and so | just want to briefly outline
what it does.

What's nost i nportant to many
people, at least that |1've heard during the
budget hearings, is state aid to education. And
what bothers a | ot of people throughout the state
is the Gap Eli m nati on Adjustnent that has cost
or resulted in a lot less dollars to many, nany
di stricts throughout the state.

Well, we thought that sone of the
Governor's noney that was programred for other
pur poses should be used to elimnate or reduce
the Gap Elimnation Adjustnent to drive nore to
districts. That, by far, has been their
priority.

And the nonies that the Governor had
proposed were $321 mllion for Gap Elimnation
Adj ustnents, and we increase that anount to

$620 million, which will have a great effect on
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all of our districts. In addition, the budget

| anguage that we're hoping for is to conpletely
elimnate it in a matter of three years, and
that's a goal that we think is attainable.

The Governor had proposed
$154 mllion for Hi gh Tax Ald. W increased that
to $221 mllion,

So we think those are the priorities
for education noney, and that's why we redirected
funds and found ot her funds by other cuts to
provi de nore noney in that direction.

From a procedural matter, | think
that we have done other things that are going to
be making it easier to have our third on-tine
budget, a responsi bl e budget that's not going to
i ncrease taxes and al so not cause nore
difficulties by increasing taxes.

Now, incorporated in this bill as
far as econom c devel opnent, you've got to cut to
nmake the state in a better shape, but you're not
going to solve the entire problem by cutting.

And the jobs programthat we canme up with | ast
week is an integral conponent of this. | wll
not go through the details. |[If anyone has any

guestions, they can provide them give themto
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me, and |I'lIl be nore than happy to answer as best
| can.

The Senate also is proposing to
elimnate the 18A assessnment to reduce energy
costs for businesses and individuals. That helps
farmers, that hel ps every business. That also
i ndividuals. W all have had our calls from our
various constituents | ooking over their energy
bill and asking, "Wat in God's nane is this
addi ti onal charge?"

Wel |, that additional charge was
supposed to expire this year. According to the
Governor's budget, he's requesting that it be
renewed. We think that would be a very, very bad
idea to do that.

W're also attenpting to nmake the
state nore business-friendly by reducing the
corporate franchise tax for manufacturers and
elimnating it altogether over the next four
years.

To help the mddle class, we want to
be in a position to increase the dependents
exenption from $1,000 to $2,020 and provide a
suppl enental tax credit of an additional $500 per

famly and restore the STAR tax rebates.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

866

Once again, you can't just cut
forever and expect a result. You have to grow
t he econony, and that's an integral part of this
budget .

To help | ocal governnments, we're
proposi ng to accel erate the takeover of the | ocal
grow h of Medicaid, 1 percent cap in 2013 and a
zero percent cap in 2014, saving counties
mllions of dollars.

We provide $20 nmillion nore for
enhanced aid and incentives for nunicipalities
progranms, to assist |ocal governnments. | was
just in the hall with one of the mayors of the
maj or cities who would love to see nore
assi stance, because their troubles are extrenely
difficult to deal wth.

In order to provide what hasn't been
provi ded over the | ast seven years, we increased
the CH PS funding, which is extrenely inportant
to all districts throughout the state as far as
facilitating road and bridge construction, but
nost inportantly roads. And that's an additional
hundred mllion dollars. And to provide another
$16 mllion for upstate transit systens.

The Senate al so knows the inportance
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of higher education. W' re increasing base aid

to students attending community coll ege by $150

per student if this beconmes part of the ultinate
budget .

And we unpotted -- this has nothing
to do with the nedical marijuana. There's a | ot
of pots in the Governor's budget | unping together
a lot of nonprofit agencies on a broad spectrum
of things, and reducing the overall cost so the
groups woul d have to conpete for the few
dollars. Well, by the tine they conpeted and by
the tine they get paid, they're in another year.

And secondly, it reduces -- al
t hese pots substantially reduce |egislative
oversight. And | think that was inportant to do
t he unpotti ng.

The one big issue -- and nmany of us
sat through nmany of these budget hearings -- was
the 6 percent cut to individuals with
devel opnental disabilities. W would like to
restore, it's in our budget, $120 million to the
O fice for People Wth Devel opnental Disabilities
to ensure that our nost vul nerable of al
citizens are protected.

And there's a few nore things here.
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Casino ganbling is not init, and I'll wait for
guestions. That isn't ready. W don't know
where the casinos are going or if the Senate even
wants to go that direction, or the Assenbly. So
| think rather than hold up the budget, so we can
get an early budget this year we proposed
decoupling that from our one-house.

And with that said, I'lIl open it up
for questions and try ny darndest to give you
intelligent and accurate answers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

Well, | appreciate the sponsor's
expl anations of the bill. And I would agree,
there's sonething for everyone in this bill. In

fact, there's lots of things in this one-house
resolution that many of my col |l eagues no doubt
wi || speak on because they agree.

But ny questions for the sponsor
i nvolve the dollars and cents and how it adds up
or it doesn't add up. So if the sponsor would
pl ease yield to sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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DeFranci sco, do you yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco yi el ds.

Again, I"'mgoing to ask, there are a
| ot of people in the chanber today. |If you can
take the business that you're discussing
i n-chanber out of the chanber so the nmenbers can
engage i n debate and di al ogue.

Senat or Krueger, you may conti nue.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor can tell me what's the dollars that have
been added t hrough this resol ution above and
beyond t he Governor's budget, the new adds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO The question
is how do we pay for the new adds?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. How nuch
nmoney is in this resolution for line itens that
didn't exist in the Governor's proposed budget?
So things that you added.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Vell, we pay
for everything by either reprogrammng the
Governor's nonies or project additional revenues

fromother sources. So it's difficult to say
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exactly. Wen you tal k about adds, it's not al
necessarily adds that weren't funded by sonething
that we're cutting. So it's not that we're just
comng up with nore progranms and not paying for
it.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Maybe 1'I11 ask
t he sponsor again, through you, M. President.
|"mgoing to ask himwhat are the total new
appropriations and what are the decreased
appropriations fromthe Governor's budget. And
fromthose two nunbers, we can help get to an
answer to the bigger question.

So how nuch in new appropriations is
in this resolution conpared to the |ines that
were in the Governor's budget?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That's
$930 mllion. And there are cuts in the anount
of $828 mllion. And the difference is really
funded by progranms that we believe can
substanti ate the bal ance of the funding.

And Senat or Hannon nentioned to ne,
which was -- | really didn't realize it's an

excellent point. That's why there may be
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intelligent answers, because others are telling
nme what to say or suggesting a point.

This isn't really that nmuch. In the
30-day anendnents, the Governor reprogramed or
nmoved around over a billion dollars in 30 days of
his own proposal. So this is not an
extraordi nary anmount of noney in view of the
overal | amount of the budget.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And t hrough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And then he
nmenti oned additional revenue or |ess revenue.
Can you tell me how nuch in new revenue there is
in this budget resolution? And then the
foll owup question is how nuch fromthe
Governor's budget is being taken off as revenue.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO W are
anticipating a deal with sone of the tribes, the
I ndian tribes, for their conpact with the state.
We're projecting $450 million right there al one.

By the way, some of these
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proj ections, they total about four tinmes of what
we really need. So if we're off on sonme of them
we can stand corrected. W got plenty either
way.

Medi cai d reestinates, we propose --
and this is huge. And hopefully everybody will
agree with me. In New York State we see all of
these the |ast few years: 2 percent across the
board cut, 6 percent across the board cut. To
me, that is not the way to go, because good
progranms get cut along with prograns that naybe
are spending too much. And that's not a way to
run anything, |et alone governnment, where people
have the needs that they have in New York State.

W would like to elimnate, either
t hrough waste reduction, by cutting parts of
progranms, or cutting into the optional services
provi ded by Medicaid to the tune of about
$200 mllion. And what do | mean by that? We
provide -- out of the 33 optional services that
t he federal government doesn't require us but
will allowus to give, to provide, we provide 31
of them Nowit's pretty obvious why we spend
nore in Medicaid then the next two states

conbi ned.
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We want nore education aid? The
line for Medicaid has gone well past the
education line, and it's over $60 billion a
year. So it's got to cone under control sone
way. |'Il give you one exanple and then 1|
stop, because there's a |lot of them

When a group of individuals with
severe handi caps in wheelchairs cane in to see
me -- actually, it was two years ago because |'ve
been on this horse for a long tinme, this soapbox
along time. | said, "If you don't |ike the
2 percent cuts, give ne sonme ideas."

A person in a wheelchair said to
me: "Well, ook, | have a car that's retrofitted
to allow ny wheelchair to be put init. | have
an aide, and that aide charges a few dollars an
hour to the state. But despite that, | have to
get to nmy normal regular nedical and dental
appoi ntnments by sonme transportation vehicle from
a service that costs three tines as nuch as it
woul d ot herw se. "

Now, that's from people that we've
really got to help, sonme of the nost vul nerable
people. I'msure there's a ton of those in the

devel opnental |y di sabled area as wel|.
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So ny point is | don't nmean cut out

transportation because it's an optional service.

| believe that the way to go is to really plan on

this in this budget and nake sure we get it done
by maki ng these changes that are attai nable.
That's two exanpl es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Al t hough one of
the questions | was going to ask hi mwas about
the cut to optional services in Medicaid, and he
in fact junped in there with his exanple.

So I"'mgoing to go on to other
t hi ngs, but just to highlight that $208 ml1lion
cut, he used the one exanple of transportation.
But of course if we were to cut those optional
services, it would al so mean we were cutting out
dental services, occupational and physi cal

t herapy, hospice care, clinical services,
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prosthetic and orthotic devices, hearing aids,
and a long list of about 31 different itens. So
we m ght agree or disagree about the severity of
the inpact on people if we were to cut that
program i n Medi cai d.

But | wanted to ask a sponsor about
a fewitens that they did put in their one-house
resolution. One of the answers to ny question
before was that there was $600 m|lion, of which
$450 million is being booked for unpaid taxes
fromtribal nations. And ny understanding is
that we've all known about this for years and
years and years; we never really could get that
nmoney. So do we think we can get that noney this
year ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO They're
presently in binding arbitration. And we believe
it's reasonable to assune that it's going to be
done this year.

If it isn't, as | nmentioned, the
list | have is extensive and it's four tines what
we would really need to actually have happen in

order to fill the bal ance of the gap of the
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budget for some of the things we're adding.

In addition, I"'mglad | junped in on
optional services. Because that coment about
cutting occupational services, cutting everything
i magi nabl e, people are going to be cut and |et
al one without services, that's exactly why it
never happens. Because the scare tactics that
are used that would say that optional services
are sacrosanct and there's no savings we can nake
about it by nmaking it a nore efficient system
think is exactly why it doesn't happen.

And | hope, Senator Krueger, after
we' ve gotten to be such good buddies sitting
t hrough si x weeks of budget hearings next to each
ot her, and during that |ovefest, hopefully you'l
| ook at some of these areas and reasonably cut
back on the $4.1 billion in optional services.

Thank you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So when you added
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up the armount that you are increasing the debt in
t he budget by addi ng costs, you canme to about
$930 million. But do you also not have a

$1.3 billion STAR rebate progran?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. But by
the way, we didn't increase the debt. Because
according to our budget, there will be a
$1.9 billion, with a B, reduction in Al Funds
spending and a 1.5 percent decrease in spending
for state funds for the state-only funds. So it
doesn't increase spending.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Vel |, excuse ne,
t he sponsor very kindly continued to yield, but
|"mgoing to just ask one nore question and then
speak a little bit, because ny time is up.

Can you tell me how nuch in new
costs will be projected for the state fromthe
brownfields Article 7 | anguage which all ows

brownfields credits to be nobved from $45 million
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to $150 m|Ilion per project and all ows Superfund
progranms into the brownfields progran? Wat's
your projected cost to the state for that?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | don't know
the answer to that. 1'll have to consult with a
menber of staff.

The answer is zero. And you may ask
why.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | m ght ask why,
t hank you. Through you, M. President.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; Because the
eligibility standards are nmuch tighter, which
will allow |l ess people to get these credits.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, on the bill briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Actual ly, on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. On the
resol ution, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So here's one of the big dil enmas
for me. There's lots of good things I like in

this that we've added back. But when | do the
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math -- and | don't have tine to go through it
all here -- it really doesn't add up. And in
fact, if you look at full annualized costs being
proposed by ny col |l eagues in their resolution,
you're leaving us with an aggregate gap of about
$3.5 billion.

And yes, it's true you can say if
you take a list of itens that are cut out of the
state budget, it appears to give us nore noney.
But so nuch of that is capital funding or dry

appropriations that we can't turn into cash that,

when | look at this resolution, I go, it's a w sh
list that will leave us in the hole aggregate
going forward in years alnost $3.5 billion. And

| can't justify supporting a resolution that
woul d in fact | eave the taxpayers $3.5 billion
further in the hole, because of course it would
nmean that we have to cut nore inportant itens
actually in the budget.

And just as an exanple, | believe
that the brownfields tax credit noney woul d add
up as the old browmfields tax credit. W have
about half a billion on the books yet to be paid
out .

And | am concerned that creating a
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$1.3 billion payout through STAR, another

$800 mllion in tax cuts for famlies -- even

t hough who doesn't |ike tax cuts for famlies --
a package of jobs proposals that the Senate
Republ i cans made on Friday allow ng for capping
the tax -- elimnating, excuse nme, corporate

t axes on 200, 000 busi nesses, a 10 percent PIT

exenption, elimnating corporate tax on

manufacturers -- it all sounds great, but that's
another billion dollars.
It actually creates in the bill a

section that would require a superngjority to
approve any new taxes. So that neans we woul d
require 42 of 63 Senators to vote for any new tax
ever, heading into future, which alnost ties our
hands to ever, ever create new revenue, even

t hough this proposal would actually | eave us
probably $3.5 billion in the hole in the

out years.

It al so has a nunber of Article 7
sections that | believe ny colleagues will speak
about that can do great harmto inportant policy
efforts that we have noved forward with in the
years.

So |'m shocked at how little time
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there is to discuss this today. And of course we
don't have bills in front of us, we just have one
resolution, which is an outline. So a lot of the
details are actually in the bills that we are not
voting on and not discussing today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President. On the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Ri vera on the resol ution.

SENATOR Rl VERA: Sol wll -- as
has been nentioned before, our time will be brief
here, so | will get right to the point on a few

things that 1'd like to bring attention to that
are in the health section of this resolution and

what the resolution refers to as far as one of

the bills that we will eventually see.
First of all, although | do not cal
them pots, |'ve been calling them buckets, | do

agree whol eheartedly with nmy col |l eague and with
nmy Senate col |l eagues that what the Departnent of

Health or the Governor proposed in taking all of
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t hese prograns, putting theminto all these
di fferent pots or buckets makes it much nore
difficult for many of the prograns to even
exi st.

They will be conpeting agai nst each
other in times when it doesn't really nake sense
for themto conpete agai nst each other. It makes
it nore difficult for these progranms to operate.

| whol eheartedly agree that this is
sonmet hing that we should resist. And |I'mvery
happy to see that this is what happened in this
resolution. Hopefully it's what happens in the
final budget and we don't have that problemwth
public health prograns.

So |l will laud themfor that. But
there are a few other things that I want to point
out which unfortunately are not in there.

Nunber one, even though they have
al so rejected, our colleagues in the Senate here
have rejected the $40 mllion cut to these public
heal th progranms, they have ignored a proposal
that I put forward that would potentially create
between $35 mllion and $40 mllion of revenue
specifically as it relates to taxing tobacco

products at a higher rate, certainly snokel ess
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t obacco and ot her products like cigars.

In this case, this resolution
actual ly has | anguage to cap the tax on cigars at
50 cents when these things are much nore
expensi ve, someti nes.

But that is one way that we could
generate the revenue that this $40 mllion cut
woul d hit the public health prograns with. So |

am di smayed that it was not included in this

resolution. | would suggest that we include it
in the final version of the budget, $35 mllion
to $40 mllion of revenue that would go directly

to these kinds of prograns.

One part that | amonly going to
mention briefly because | know that ny col |l eagues
i n Brooklyn, Senator Parker and others, wll
definitely speak about it, is a pilot program
The pilot programthat was suggested here, that
t he Governor suggested to inject private noney
into different hospitals across the state
specifically as it relates to SUNY Downstate, but
ot her.

The original proposal was two pil ot
prograns. This is something that is incredibly

concerning to nmany of us because it would all ow
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noney to cone into public health institutions.
Unfortunately, the proposal from ny Republican
col | eagues actually expands it imrensely. It
goes fromtwo pilot programs to ten pil ot
progranms. This is a very serious issue.

We believe that allowing this -- it
woul d allow a slot of private noney to cone into
public healthcare institutions in the state. It
was incredibly concerning to us when it was two
pilot programs, and nowthat it is 10, it is even
nore concerning to us. | would encourage ny
col | eagues to reconsi der this.

And | certainly would -- |I'mvery
concerned about what this would do in the |ong
termto the tradition of nonprofit healthcare in
the State of New York

And just one nore thing that |1'd
want to point out is currently Executive Budget
i ncludes a proposal to elimnate the Famly
Heal th program and the Senate Republicans agree
with this proposal. Wat it would dois it would
create a part of the coverage for people that are
poor in the State of New York. W think that
about 77,000 people are potentially going to be

| eft out in the cold when you're transitioning
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fromthe elimnation of Famly Health Plus and
the spinning up, if you will, of the Affordable
Care Act noney.

There is a serious consideration
about the fol ks that are between 139 percent of
poverty and 149 percent of poverty. There is a
di scussion, a serious discussion to be had here
because, again, it is potentially leaving 77,000
people out in the cold. O it would at |east
open themup to going into the healthcare
exchange and payi ng $600 and sonme odd dollars for
heal t hcare coverage. This is a probl em because
these folks are likely going not to be able to
afford it since they are about $12,000 a year in
i ncome.

So last but not least I'Il say that
there are many things in this budget resol ution
which I think we should laud. Certainly the fact
that you have the elimnation of the proposal by
t he Governor to take the public healthcare
dollars and split themup into all these
di fferent buckets or pots | think is a good
t hi ng.

But the inclusion of the pilot

program and the elimnation of Famly Health Plus
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and not dealing with the 77,000 fol ks that m ght
be left out in the cold is a big problem

So | know that my coll eagues will be
speaki ng on other parts of it. But for those
reasons and many ot hers that ny coll eagues wil |
outline, I will be voting in the negative on this
resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, as you know, |'m
al ways happy to see you there. And you should
know t hat we have senior citizens over there
listening to us. And you should al so know,
M. President, that all ny life | have been
wor ki ng on behal f of senior citizens.

Ri ght now | amthe ranking nmenber in
the Senate Aging Conmittee. And when | was a
City Council menber in New York City in 2001, |
becanme the chairman of the Aging Comnmttee. Over
there we had a struggle to protect and defend and
keep senior citizen prograns and services. Then

when | cane to the Senate, when we becane the
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majority, | becane also the chairman of the
conmi ttee.

And we have been fighting. And
every single year, M. Chairman, you should know,
| adi es and gentl enen, that every single year |
had to fight because seniors have been cut.

Every single year. M struggle, ny fight. And
my questions are, why are you hitting senior
citizens after they have given us their life,
their sweat? W should be protecting them

Let ne tell you and you shoul d know,

M. President, that in the Bronx | created Casa

Bori cua Senior Center, | created Betances Senior
Center, | created the South Bronx Senior
Transportation Network, | created M| brook

Senior Center. So | have been working with
senior citizens.

And every year, as | said before,
| adi es and gentlenmen, | have to stand here and
stand in the Gty of New York and everywhere
fighting and aski ng why seni ors have been cut.

But this year, M. President, this
year | praise the Lord. | thank ny savior, Jesus
Christ. Because this year you should know,

| adi es and gentlenen, is the first time that
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seni ors have not been touched. And for the first
time the Majority, Senator Skel os and the
Majority are asking to increase the budget by
$2.7 mllion.

So I"'mhere not to criticize this
time, I"'mhere to praise. And |"'mhere to
express ny appreciation to the Senate Majority
for taking care of the senior citizens and
increasing -- not too nuch, not too nmuch, only
$2.7 million. But at |east you are not cutting
and the Governor is not cutting. The Governor
wants sonething, the Senate Majority wants to
increase it, and | applaud and | amhere to
support, to thank the Senate Majority for
i ncreasing, for taking care of senior citizens.

And, | adies and gentlenen, ny fellow
Senators, praise the Lord. Thank you very nuch.
And | am Senator Ruben Diaz, and this is what you
shoul d know.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Diaz.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLG M. President,

wi th unani nous consent, I'd |ike to recognize
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Senat or Fl anagan for the purposes of an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, Senator Flanagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| have the pleasure -- and | really
appreci ate the indul gence of ny coll eagues. And
yes, ny last nane is Fl anagan and yes, to sone
extent | think this is the holy day of obligation
or sonething like that, because the Ancient O der
of Hi bernians are having their function tonight
here, right in Al bany, and we are joined today by
this evening's honoree. He had an opportunity to
be over in the Assenbly earlier today, and that
is Al Smith, Al Smth IV, who is joined by his
|l ovely wife Nan, and they are visiting here
today. He is being honored tonight.

But | just want to give you a quick
snapshot of his background. He's done a |ot of
different things in terns of enploynment. But |
t hi nk you woul d remenber two things in
particular. He's done an extraordi nary anmount of
work in raising noney for the prevention and

treatment of cancer, and he put together this
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group called | think it's Hacksters for Hope
that's been going around for a nunber of years,
and they've raised over $12 mllion for that
research and treatnent. So he's done a | ot of
terrific philanthropic work.

For anyone who has had an
opportunity to go to the Al Smith dinner, | have
totell you -- this year was ny first
opportunity, and it was fascinating. Qbviously
you had the President and M. Rommey there, and
they were both so good that they were al nost as
good as the MC, who was M. Smth. He was
engagi ng, he had great stories, he had a
phenonenal sense of hunor.

And | just would ask the indul gence
of this body to recognize himand congratul ate
him for being the honoree for tonight's
festivities. M. Smth, nice to see you here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO  Thank you,
Senat or Fl anagan.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, M. Smith. |It's always a pl easure and honor
to have you. W extend the courtesies of the

house to have the great descendant of the |ate,
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great Governor Al Smth. Thank you so mnuch

Senat or Tkaczyk.

SENATCOR TKACZYK: M. President,
"1l be speaking on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Tkaczyk on the resol ution.

SENATOR TKACZYK: As the ranking
menber of the Mental Health and Devel oprent al
Disabilities Conmttee, |I'd like to make a couple
of conmments on the budget that's before us.

Under the Ofice for People Wth
Devel opnental Disabilities, the Senate's budget
proposal fully restores the $120 mllion cut from
the 6 percent across-the-board reduction proposed
in the Governor's 30-day budget anmendnent. These
are funds that are going to non-state-operated
residential and non-residential devel oprent al
di sability providers.

| fully support that restoration
However, | hope that the $120 mllion restoration
does not result in a cost shift that will lead to
reductions in other areas of the nmental hygi ene
budget .

Under the mental health portion of

t he budget, | want to speak briefly about the
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Community Mental Health Rei nvestnment Act. The
entire nmental hygi ene systemis noving towards an
i ntegrated system of care that is community-based
and wi Il be coordinating nanagenent care al ong
with the provision of health and nental hygi ene
servi ces.

One of the ways we fund | oca
comuni ty-based nental health services is by the
savi ngs incurred when we cl ose and downsi ze state
psychiatric facilities. This is the sole purpose
of New York's |andmark Conmunity Mental Health
Rei nvest ment Act, which celebrates its 20th
anni versary this year.

The anti ci pated savi ngs from cl osi ng
and downsi zing the state psychiatric centers in
this year's proposed budget is $25 mllion. The
Governor and Assenbly proposed taking $5 mllion
of that amount and putting that into reinvestnent
in the conmunity. The budget proposal before us
sweeps even that small fund into General Fund
pur poses.

The noney cones froma real closure,
t he Mbhawk Vall ey Psychiatric Center in Ui ca.
Closing this facility results in real needs for

the conmmunity.
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Simply put, community-based
organi zati ons are being asked to provide nore
services to nore people with increasing
chal l enging needs in a systemthat is not keeping
up with the commtnent to the providers who are
expected to neet those needs. W' ve been asking
themto do nore with | ess; now we're asking them
to do nore with nothing. | sincerely hope the
final budget includes restoration of that
f undi ng.

|'"d like to speak also a little bit
on education. | amvery pleased that the Senate
budget resolution includes many of the funding
increases |'ve been fighting for, including an
overall increase in general support for public
school s and additional funding to restore the Gap
El i mi nati on Adj ustnent.

However, since we don't have
adequate information regardi ng the anount of aid
that each district will be receiving, | certainly
hope that we will not continue past practices of
shortchanging districts that need it nost,
particularly | ower-income rural and small-city
school districts in counties |ike Mntgonery,

Greene and ot her upstate areas. Upstate rural
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school districts and those in our small cities
have been denied their fair share of education
aid for too long and cannot afford to increase
property taxes to conpensate.

The goal to elimnate the Gap
El i mi nati on Adjustnent for all of our schools in
three years is |laudable, and one | fully
support.

| don't like everything in this
budget, but | like nost of it. 1'Il be voting
aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Espai |l | at .

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to speak to the portion of
t he budget that addresses housing in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Espaillat on the resolution.

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Yes,
M. President.

As you may renenber, a couple of
years ago we extended the rent stabilization |aws

for the State of New York. During that very |ong
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and often contentious debate, we spoke very
clearly about the needs of tenants throughout the
State of New York. And while we extended the | aw
and in so doing provided protection for mllions
of tenants across the State of New York, and
whereas we al so slightly strengthened tenant
protection during that debate, it was al so very
prom nent during that debate the call for a
Tenant Protection Unit within the agency, the
state's agency that governs housing; that is,
HCR.

And the Governor was al so an
out spoken nenber of this governnment, the state
government, in calling for the establishnment of a
Tenant Protection Unit that would protect the
rights of rent-regulated tenants and provide
information to both owners and tenants. It would
al so help increase conpliance and enforce rent
regulation. It would also | ook to detect
| andl ords that did not conply with the |Iaw or
were fraudulent in their practices.

This is very inportant,
M. President, for thousands of famlies across
the State of New York that rent their apartnents,

that find often that they are victins of
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| andl ords that are somnetinmes unscrupul ous.

And | amvery distressed to see that
in this budget the $5.8 mllion -- which is a
drop in the bucket. Wen you consider that we
may have a $137 billion budget, that we don't
have the $5.8 mllion that both the CGovernor
called for and the Assenbly called for in their
resolution is highly distressing.

And so, you know, we are concerned
that this unit, which proposes not only to
provi de | egal services to tenants that find
t hensel ves in court perhaps facing an eviction,
sonetimes an illegal eviction fromtheir
| andl ords -- not only does this unit proposes to
that, but it also proposes to create a database
so when you rent an apartnent, those young
famlies that start out, nmaybe a police officer
and a teacher that rent their first apartnent
before they start their famly, they will be able
to know the full rent history of that apartnent,
perhaps even if the apartnent has any viol ations,
if the building has any viol ations, any issues.

So this cannot happen unl ess we have
sonme funding behind this unit. And the

resol ution presented by the Majority today does
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not include this funding. This is not a
back-breaking effort. And we ask that that
fundi ng be incl uded.

For that reason, M. President, |
will be conpelled to vote against this
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G pson.

SENATOR G PSON: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
G pson on the bill

SENATOR G PSON: Thank you,

M. President.

As the constituents of my district
in the great Hudson River Valley know, | spent
the last two years canpai gning on a platform of
creating new jobs in the Hudson Valley and naki ng
sure that we keep the ones that we have and
trying to reduce the cost of living and al so
putting a lot of focus on inproving our education
system

And |'mvery happy to say that this
resol ution today goes a |l ong way in achieving
t hose goals, and that the work that we have been

doi ng here towards those goals has really begun
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to pay off. And I'm hopeful that we can nake
much nore progress on these issues.

This particular bill proposes that
we keep the Beacon wonen's facility open, which
is in the southern part of ny district, which
currently enpl oys over 120 people in the |ocal
community and provides urgently needed services
to a group of wonmen that are | ooking for a second
changes in their life. And | am happy to see
that we are going to hang onto those jobs.

| am encouragi ng that the Governor
stand by this proposal and work with us to nake
sure that we help keep the econony in Beacon
thriving by keeping these |ocal jobs there and
continuing to provide the services that these
wonen depend upon.

Also in ny district there is a
juvenile facility in the Town of Red Hook t hat
provi des, again, urgently needed services to a
group of people that woul d have no other place to
go, including sone there who rely on services
that are geared towards the LGBT comrunity.

Again, this resolution restores the
funding to that facility, keeps it open, keeps

the jobs local. And again, | would encourage the
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Governor to sign onto this and work with us in
growi ng the econony locally in the Hudson Ri ver
Val | ey.

My district also has an enornous
anount of schools that fall into the category of
853, which provide very inportant services to
those with devel opnental disabilities. W have
increased the aid to these schools in this
pr oposal .

This is critically inmportant, in
that these people that go to these facilities
woul d have no other place to go, they would have
no other place to turn for that funding. And |
am encouraged to see that we are working in a
bi parti san manner to make sure that these schools
have the funding they need to provide these
val uabl e servi ces.

Wth the increased aid to the 853
schools in nmy district, we will be saving
approximately 750 jobs in the Hudson Ri ver
Valley. That is obviously very inportant to
growi ng our econony. And again, | urge the
Governor to sign onto this resolution in respect
to that particul ar issue.

My district in the Hudson River
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Val | ey al so has an enornous anount of
agriculture. And one of the great things that
|"ve seen in this particular resolution is that
there is a proposal to renove the 18-a utility
assessment charge. The farns across New York
State, including those in ny district, are sone
of the biggest users of utilities in this state.
They will benefit greatly by renoving this tax,
which is making it nore expensive for themto do
the farm ng that they need and making it nore
expensive for themto hire | ocal.

So | amreaching way across the
aisle -- I want it to be noted that | amreaching
way across the aisle in working with ny
Republ i can counterparts and hopefully asking that
t he Governor renove this unnecessary tax in the
stat e budget.

And | am al so very encouraged t hat
we are maki ng steps towards offering sone nmandate
relief to our local governnments in this
resolution. As a person who cones from |l oca
government, | can attest to the fact that nandate
relief is something that our |ocal governments
desperately, desperately need.

| would consider this to be very
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much on the light side of mandate relief, but at
| east we are offering up $20 mllion that the
Governor did not have in his budget. That is a
step in the right direction. W are going to
need to do to a lot better than that noving
forward, and | would encourage us all to find a
way to do that in the future.

| just want to touch briefly on
school aid. W are increasing, in this
resol ution, school aid, and we are adding in
greatly needed aid to all of our |ocal schools.
But | would say to point out this, that the way
that we're funding schools right nowis a bit of
a shell gane. And even though |I'm happy to see
that we are greatly increasing school aid in this
budget, the way in which we're doing it, the
formul as which we are doing it by are sonehow
confusi ng, sonmewhat outdated, in great need of
revision.

And | just want to point out that I
am t he sponsor of something called the Equity in
Education Act that would totally change and
reformthe way that we fund education so that we
can make sure that all of our schools are getting

the funding that they need in this urgent tinme to
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make sure that we are conpeting globally and that
the schools in the poor part of our districts are
getting the sane type of funding as the school s
in the wealthy part of our districts. And that
bill would do that, and it would take it even
further than we have gone with this particular
resol ution.

| am going to be voting yes on this
resolution, and | appreciate you giving ne tine
to speak on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Peralta.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,

M. President.

When | | ook at this one-house
budget, | see a few good things, like a rejection
of the Beacon closure and a restored funding for
| ocal workforce training. | also see sone bad
things, |ike concurrence with the Governor's
unenpl oynment i nsurance refornms, which would raise
the qualifying threshold and have a devastating
ef fect on | owwage workers across this state.

But nostly | see m ssed
opportunities. This chanber had the chance to

|l ead on the critical issues of our tine and
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i nstead decided to play it safe.

I nstead of fighting for an increased
m ni mum wage i ndexed to inflation, which would
hel p bring New York's working poor out of poverty
and keep the issue fromremaining a political
football going forward, you decided to punt.

| nst ead of giving hope and
opportunity to thousands of young New Yorkers by
pushi ng for the DREAM Act, you stood silent.

Bot h of these measures are about
nore than just hel ping the disenfranchi sed. They
are about providing for the future of our state
as a whol e.

| ncreasing the m nimumwage is not a
job killer, as opponents deride. 1In fact, the
vari ous proposals on the table can be expected to
generate between 7,000 and 15, 000 new j obs.
Passi ng the DREAM Act might cost a little bit
nore right now, but it will pay clear and
tangi bl e dividends in the near future.

Let's not | ose the opportunity to
make a real investnment for the future of this
great state. College graduates pay an extra
$3900 in annual state taxes, neaning that TAP

funding for the undocunented could nore than pay
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for itself within six years, on average.

Bei ng a | eader neans taking a stand
i nstead of the path of |east resistance. These
are the issues on which we nust |ead, and here is
where we nust take our stand. That's why we need
a real mninmm wage attached with an index and a
DREAM Act that paves a path to future
prosperity.

M. President, | have to vote nay.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

Wiile | concur with nost of the
public protection portion of the budget
resolution, | am concerned and di sappoi nted t hat
the transfer of Fulton Correctional Facility has
been capriciously rejected. | strongly urge the
Coalition to reconsider its position regarding
t he Executive's adaptive reuse plan to transfer
the Fulton Correctional Facility to the Thonas
Mott Osborne Society.

Csborne is an institute of unmatched

experience in the inplenentation of reform and
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rehabilitation progranms. It provides
opportunities for individuals in conflict with
the law t hrough rehabilitati on prograns. The
Ful ton plan proposes to restore to the community
pricel ess opportunities preventing and reducing
t he damage caused by crinme and incarceration.
| al so have a concern about the
proposed elimnation of the New York City
presentence investigation and subm ssion of
witten report when an individual is sentenced to
a termof inprisonnent up to one year or |ess.
The information that is contained in
a presentence report has vital infornmation not
only about the offense which resulted in
i mprisonment, but also about the individual.
| ndi viduals who will be incarcerated up to a year
will be away fromtheir famlies, their doctors,
their jobs and their communities. For
i ndi vidual s that may suffer fromhealth
conditions requiring nedication or mnedical
history requiring certain prohibitions from
physi cal activity, nmental health, substance and
al cohol abuse issues, this information would not
be avail abl e.

This report also functions as an
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i nportant tool and resource for the facility to
nore effectively assess the needs of the offender
who they are charged with the responsibility of
housing. And it's an additional tool for the

j udge to use when sentencing an individual,

not wi t hstandi ng a negoti ated sent ence.

Lastly, this portion of the public
protection portion speaks to the closure of
prisons. | am appreciative of the Senate's
recommendation to reject the Governor's proposal
to close the Beacon Correctional Facility in
Dutchess -- and | want to congratul ate ny
col | eague Senator Terry G pson for the | eadership
that he has provided -- but also to the Senate
for recogni zing that Beacon is the |last remaining
wonen's mnimumsecurity facility in New York
State and, if this prison closes, the innmates
will potentially have to be noved to
medi um security or maxi mumsecurity facilities
over 376 mles away from Dut chess County,
creating hardships for famlies and especially
for children in their visitation to parents.

Finally, I want to echo ny
col | eague's sentinment that even if, against our

reconmendati on, the Executive does in fact close
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Beacon or Bayview, it is critical that proper
noti ce under the current |aw be adhered to.

Currently, New York correction | aw
requires the comm ssioner of the Departnent of
Correctional Services to provide at | east
12 months' notice of this prison closure. And in
doing so, it will give an opportunity for the
kind of activities that the Bronx has
participated in in trying to present a program
for reuse of the Fulton facility, and will give
econoni ¢ enpower nent back to communities as well
as respond to the needs of people com ng out of
prison to reduce recidivism

The last coment, |1'd like to just
make a quick point in congratulating also the
Senate for denying the Executive's proposal to
appropriate $3 mllion for the state's operation
for the Departnment of Econom c Devel opnent for
the 2016 MABE di sparity study.

As many of you know, this study was
done as a prelimnary to the devel opnent of
| egi sl ati on passed by this body and by the
Assenbly to ensure that there's full
participation of mnorities and wormen in this

St at e.
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This disparity study sunsets in
February of 2016. 1In order to ensure that we can
eval uate whether or not MABEsS have had a fair
opportunity to participate in the state's
contracting opportunities, this disparity study
must in fact be done. So | thank this body for
ensuring that the $3 mllion necessary for this
study is appropriated in this resolution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
M. President.

You know, |'ve heard it said here
several tines nowthat this is a very good
one- house budget resolution that has a | ot of
very good things that are in it.

This is the ninth time |'ve
participated in this annual budget dance. And
there are a ot of very good things in this
one- house budget resolution, and let's kind of
recap sonme of them particularly for issues that
are inportant to me and to nany of the people in
this room

Senator Diaz nentioned that for the
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first time, senior progranms are not on the
choppi ng bl ock. W don't have them worri ed about
whet her there's going to be funding there for
them Not only have we kept it, we've actually
increased it, for the first tine in the nine
years |'ve been in the New York State Senate.

Nurse-Fam |y Partnership, a
critically inportant programthat nany of the
menbers of the Senate fought to create a few
years ago, is not only still in the budget, it's
not only accepted the Governor's recomendati on,
we added $2 mllion. Because that's how nmuch we
think the Nurse-Famly Partnership matters and
how i nportant it is to wonen and particularly
worren with small children

W all stood up and said we weren't
going to accept the Governor's recomendati ons of
cutting an additional 6 percent from
devel opnental disabilities, and we put our nobney
where our mouth is and we put that noney back in
t he budget and we said no to that. That's a good
t hi ng.

We've al so found ways to deal with
sonmething that was a terrible injustice that was

per petuated on a group of enployees a few years
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ago when this house could not get together enough
votes to make sure that OIB conti nued beyond
their deadline. Wen 800 enpl oyees |ost their

j obs and hundreds of retirees lost their health

i nsurance, we said then we were going to fix it.
Last year we tried, we didn't put the noney in

t he budget, and the Governor vetoed it.

Well, this year we're putting the
nmoney in the budget. Again, living up to a
commi tment we nade to people who gave their lives
to public service so that they don't die in
poverty because they can't afford to pay their
nmedical bills. That's a good thing.

Unenpl oynment insurance reform 1've
been tal king about it, it's been an issue of
di scussion ever since | got involved in the |abor
novenent in this state. And | don't want to tell
you how | ong ago that has been, because |I'm
getting ol der every year.

But every year there was di scussion
about U reform How do we drag a systemthat
was built in the industrial nmanufacturing econony
into the nodern tines, how do we stabilize the
system how do we shore up the funds, and how do

we finally do something about increasing the
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average worker's weekly wage replacenent? W're
doing all of that.

And with respect to the concern
about earning a certain anount of noney to be
eligible for the m ninmum when we do sonething
el se in this budget, we're going to solve that
problem \When we raise the mninmum wage, we wl
cl ose that gap so those | owwage workers will not
be shut out.

In this budget resolution it states
clearly that it is the intention of the Senate to
nodi fy the Governor's proposal and to do a
m ni mum wage i ncrease just like this Legislature
did in 2004. Sone of you were here. | was not;
| was still an activist in the | abor novemnent.
And an issue that we worked on for several years
to get the mninmumwage raised in New York State
was finally acconplished on July 21st of 2004,
when this house passed the m ni mum wage increase
setting three increases on a date certain:

July 1st of 2005, July 1st of 2006, and July 1st
of 2007.

Wen we are done negotiating this

budget, we will do the sane thing. W are going

to raise the m nimumwage for | owwage workers in
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this state because it's the right thing to do.

So there's a |l ot of good stuff in
this budget resolution. | amvery proud to have
participated init. And I'mvery proud to go
into the next round of negotiations where the
Senate fights like hell to hold onto the things
that we know are inportant, and we are going to
do that together. And we are going to have a
budget that each one of us can be proud of.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: On the
resolution. On the higher education parts of the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Qobvi ously the
restoration of base aid to the -- or increasing
the base aid to the community coll eges, both SUNY
and CUNY, by $150 per full-time equivalent, is a
good thing. And there are nany other good parts
to this budget. But there are three areas that |
t hi nk need i nprovenent.

Nunber one, we've got to support
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SUNY' s request and the request of the president
of Upstate Medical School for the $150 mllion
restructuring of Downstate, the short-termaid
that they require, and the Medicaid adjustnment.
Because if SUNY Downstate goes, so will the other
SUNY nedi cal schools and their hospitals that are
associated with them

Secondly, | think the resolution
shoul d have rejected the Article 7 |anguage
calling for the pilot project for Kings County
and one other county upstate in ternms of
providing a for-profit mechanism a for-profit
nodel for the nedical schools and the hospitals.
This | think is a very dangerous precedent, and |
think that Article 7 | anguage shoul d have been
rej ect ed.

And the third area is the DREAM
Act. The Assenbly, | believe, in their budget
resolution is going to call for a $25 million
allocation for the DREAM Act. These are kids who
came to the United States as young people. They
are undocunented, not their fault. And providing
themw th TAP and opportunity prograns to nme is
the fair and the right thing to do.

The community will benefit, there
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will be a stinmulus to the econony in ternms of
they're going to be buying locally. They're not
going to be buying the airplanes with the reduced
sal es tax. Those are not the -- that's not going
to be in their budget plans. They're going to be
wor ki ng peopl e who are going to receive a salary,
they're going to be paying taxes, they are going
to be buying locally. And to ne it's an econom c
stimulus that | think we ought to take advantage
of .

So | urge the Senate during the
budget conference conmttees to restore the DREAM
Act and to provide for the hospitals and the
medi cal school s.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: M. President, on
t he resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Hoyl man on the resol ution.

SENATCOR HOYLMVAN: M. President, |
oppose this budget resol ution because of the
unfair and inequitable way it treats New York

City school children
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| think nbst of us realize that
New York City in this resolution stands to | ose
$240 mllion a year because city officials could
not come to an agreenment with teachers over an
eval uation system But, M. President, this is
not the first tinme New York City's 1.3 mllion
public school kids have | ost out at the hands of
gover nnent .

New York City's public school kids
are already |losing an additional $260 mllion a
year in Race to the Top funds, and this chanber
el i m nated and made pernanent over $300 mllion
annually in aid and incentives for
muni ci palities, conpletely zeroed out. And now,

M. President, this $240 mllion cut.

And these are cuts that will keep on
cutting. Renenber, they're annual, inpacting
every borough of Manhattan, and will escalate to
over a billion dollars in fewer than five years.

It's been said that we are punishing
the 1.3 million schoolchildren in New York City
because the adults couldn't cone to an
agreenent. M. President, | could not agree
nore. It's the adults, not the kids, who should

be put into detention for not being able to work
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out a solution. It's the adults, not the kids,
who, barring alternatives, need to find a way to
fully fund New York City's education system as
mandat ed by the court order in the Canpaign for
Fiscal Equity lawsuit.

And it's the adults, M. President,
not the children, who have the responsibility to
make certain that we have a literate, educated
and functioning workforce and denocracy in our
state. No |ess than Thomas Jefferson said that
"An enlightened citizenry is indispensable for
t he proper functioning of a republic.”

Sel f-governnent is not possible unless the
citizens are educated sufficiently to enable them
to exercise oversight. Therefore, M. President,
it is inperative that our nation see to it and
our state sees to it that a suitable education is
provided to all its citizens.

M. President, | cannot support this
resol uti on, because not only does it shortchange
New York City's 1.3 mllion public
school children, but it also underm nes the future
of our state. A court has recently intervened
and ordered this $240 mllion cut to be held in

escrow. And our colleagues in the Assenbly
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restored the funding to New York City's public
school systemin their budget resol ution.

M. President, | strongly believe that we shoul d
do the sane.

And for these reasons, | wll be
voting nay on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to express support for
maj or conponents of the proposed budget
resol ution; however to also bring attention to
several issues | believe require nore work and
inclusion in the final budget.

Wth this budget resolution, our
chanber is making a statenent that we believe our
state nmust do nore to support at-risk children
and young people. By reinstating funds for
Operation SNUG and for the Court-Appoi nted
Speci al Advocates program otherw se known as
CASA, we are poised to nake a real difference in
the lives of young people in comunities across
our state.

Wth hom cides up by nearly
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40 percent in the Cty of Buffalo, action is
urgently needed to stop the violence. By

rel aunchi ng Operation SNUG we will help cut down
on gang activity and make Buffalo and cities
across the state safer. Wen SNUG received
adequate funding previously, it hel ped curb gang
activity in Buffalo and several other cities and
t owns.

CASA provi des vol unteer advocates
for abused and neglected children in foster care
and the Fam |y Court system Essentially the
program ensures that young people gain access to
t he support and services they need to avoid
destructive decisions. Children need the hel ping
hand and supportive voice that the CASA program
provi des.

Both prograns carry very m ni nal
price tags conpared to the trenmendous positive
i npact they've already nmade in communities al
across New York State.

The Senate has al so stepped up to
protect people with devel opnental disabilities.
After a potential 6 percent cut to OPVWDD was
announced, we raised our voices. W raised our

voi ces and sent a nessage across the state that
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these cuts are not acceptable. These cuts pose a
maj or threat to our state's nost vul nerable
citizens.

This fight is not yet over. W nust
ensure that this critical funding renmains a part
of the final budget plan as negotiations
conti nue.

Rebui | di ng and strengtheni ng our
infrastructure remains an urgent priority across
the state as well. |In years past, Wstern
New York hasn't received its fair share of
resources for our roads and bridges. Mre
recently, things have started to change. It
has beconme a priority to correct past funding
shortfalls and ensure a fair allocation of
funds are sent to Western New York for road and
bri dge reconstruction.

As the budget negotiations continue,
| urge the state to boost resources for
infrastructure i nprovenents, especially in
Western New York. Let's continue to take steps
to fill the funding gap |left behind by
di sparities suffered in past years.

We nust al so ensure the

accountability and efficiency of our state's
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transportation agencies. State investnments in
our roads and transit systens need to be spent
transparently, wi sely and pronptly.

" m pl eased to support the call for
a new five-year SUNY capital plan. |It's critica
to protecting the academ c infrastructure of our
SUNY system

The state nust al so ensure that
econoni ¢ devel opnent and job creation remain a
top priority. To that end, our state mnust
support those prograns that have proven effective
in building local industries and grow ng regional
econom es.

In Buffal o, we've been building
burgeoning life science industries with the help
of the UB Center of Excellence in
Bi oi nformatics. The Centers of Excellence
program deserves additional support, and the
state nmust now help Buffalo and its Center of
Excellence in Materials Informatics get up and
runni ng.

W in the Legislature granted the
University at Buffalo a designation to create
this new center, and we nade an initial

al l ocation of funding. But now they need our
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support to begin their work to create jobs in
t hese cutting-edge technol ogies. W nust
adequately fund this and other centers like it
across the state.

As technol ogy advances and
i ndustries change, so do the skills required to
fill the jobs gap and fill jobs in the regional
econoni es across the state. It's givenrise to
what's becone known as the skills gap, or the
di sparity between skills potential enployers
require and the skills that exist in the
popul ati on seeki ng enpl oynent .

In Western New York the skills gap
is largely to blame for approxinmately 1,000 | ocal
manuf acturing jobs that go unfilled each nonth

Governor Cuono outlined an
initiative to address this persistent trend,
call ed the Next Generation Jobs Linkage Program
It's a programthat deserves our support. This
jobs training programis simlar to a proposal we
drew up called the Centers for Wrkforce
Achi evenent. These prograns are designed to
partner comrunity colleges with |ocal enployers
to develop a skilled workforce for growth

i ndustries in our regional econony. It will help
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bridge this gap, this skills gap, this jobs gap.
It will help lead to high-wage jobs in prograns
for graduates, and a highly trai ned workforce,
and hel p support |ocal businesses. | urge
support for this critical programto get New
Yor kers back to work.

And | ast but certainly not |east, |
reiterate nmy call for an increase in the m nimm
wage. As the CGovernor stated in his State of the
State remarks at the begi nning of the year, and |
guote: "It is the right thing to do. It is the
fair thing to do. It is long overdue."

Let's pass an increase in the
m ni mum wage that reflects our respect for the
val ue of hard work, so that hardworking
New Yor kers can hold their heads high after a 40,
50, or 60-hour work week and can return hone to
their loved ones with not just a paycheck but
with the dignity that they deserve as well

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Par ker .

SENATCR PARKER: M. President, on
t he resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: W' ve gotten to
the point in the process when everything has been
sai d, everybody just hasn't said it yet. And so
let me add ny voice to the chorus of those who
have some ni xed enotions about what we see here
in this resol ution.

There's certainly sonme things that |
t hi nk were done right, and | appl aud fol ks who
worked on this in ternms of working hard to kind
of right some wongs. But there's still sone
things that we have yet to really resolve in any
kind of significant way.

| "' m going to make six quick points,
one about Downstate Medical Center's financial
crisis and the privatization | anguage; around
education, around restoring full funding for
school s and particularly around the Canpaign for
Fiscal Equity lawsuit; the m ninum wage; 18-a;
| ack of support for the devel opnentally disabl ed;
and MABEs.

Let nme just start with the m ni num
wage. And Senator Peralta and then Senator
Kennedy just touched onit. W have to do a

m ni mum wage. And | was actual |y di sappoi nted
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that this Senate resolution does not contain a
speci fic proposal around the m nimum wage with
i ndexi ng.

| have a bill that actually is based
on the Fiscal Policy Institute's analysis that
said had we been indexi ng the m ni nrum wage si nce

1970, we would now be at $11.15. So | have a

bill that would nake the m ni num wage in the
state $11.15, with indexing. | know you m ght
have been waiting for that proposal. So if you

want to add that, you know, to the final version
| "' m happy to be taking cosponsors on that bill.
And then as it relates to Downstate
Medi cal center in Brooklyn -- and this is really
right now a crisis. W have a significant
nmedi cal crisis in Brooklyn, the fourth |argest
city in the country, the largest county in the
universe. As we call -- ne and Sintha Fel der
called it, "the People's Republic of Brooklyn."
But we've been shortchanged as
relates to healthcare. And this is a problem not
just for Downstate but also for Long Island
Col l ege Hospital, LICH as we lovingly called it,
which is scheduled to be closed. And |I've been

wor ki ng with Senat or Dani el Squadron and ot hers
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around both saving that hospital, which is

i mportant not just for the conmunity that it sits
in, but for the surrounding comunities in places
i ke Red Hook that were hit particularly hard by
Super st or m Sandy.

Let me be clear that Downstate
treats nearly 400,000 patients on an annual
basi s, and about 85 percent of them are
African- Areri can. Many of the communities suffer
fromhigh rates of chronic illness, including
obesity, hypertension, diabetes, and require
ready access to quality healthcare services.

For many, Downstate is the first
choice and the last resort for their healthcare
needs in our comunities. It trains the |argest
nunber of black and Latino heal thcare
professionals in the entire country. |If
Downst ate were closed, it would devastate
Br ookl yn and deepen Brooklyn's healt hcare
crisis.

And so, you know, mnmy nessage around
Downstate is that it is too big to fail and we
need to address it.

The budget contains al so sone

privatization | anguage. You heard Senator Rivera
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tal k about it; you heard Senator Stavisky, our
ranker on Hi gher Education, also talk about this
privatization | anguage that now went fromlike
two hospitals to now 10 hospitals. It's

anor phous | anguage. It doesn't really tell us
what the privatization proposal is.

And | want to suggesting that both
the Senate majority, the 1DC and the Governor
elimnate that |anguage until we can clarify it
and have nore conversation about it.

As it relates to education, we're
not really doing nearly enough as relates to
education. First, it's unconscionable that this
budget does not restore the $260 million cut from
New York City public schools. You know, we are
now puni shing children because adults can't get
along. And | don't know anywhere where that
actual |y makes sense.

Put that noney back. Let's figure
out a way to get teacher evaluations. W all
voted for it, we believe it's the right thing to
do. But we can't punish children because adults
can't get al ong.

In addition, we have yet to live up

to our fulfillment of the Canpaign for Fisca
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Equity lawsuit. In 2006, | stood up in this body
and | took 13 no votes on the budget because of
CFE. |I'mprepared to do the sane thing this tine
as well if in fact we don't nmake sure that we
take care of the high-needs school districts
around the State of New York

As relates to 18-a -- and Senator
G pson el oquently tal ked about how i nportant this
was. You know, let ne just congratulate the
drafters of this resolution for elimnating the
18-a surcharge. This is a surcharge that really
ought to be used for its intended purpose, which
is to make sure that the rate cases are being
heard by the PSC.

When you take that noney -- when you

increase the fee and then take the noney and put
it into the budget and then make it, you know,
forever, you get rid of both |egislative
oversi ght but then you al so pass on a tax.
M. Governor, | thought you said no new taxes.
18-a is a tax that is passed down directly to
ratepayers. It has to go. And |I'mglad that
this Senate resolution does not contain it.

As relates to the issues around the

devel opnental |y di sabl ed conmunity, there's a
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whol e cl awback issue with the federal

government. You know, and we just haven't
addressed this the right way. That noney that
was overpai d was overpai d because of state
hospitals. But then we're naking the entire
systemrepay the noney. That's not the right way
to go.

And | am supportive of the
$120 million additional funding that was added
into the budget on this issue, but we're still
not doi ng enough to help people and famlies who
deal with autismand auti sm spectrum di sorders
but al so other kind of devel opnentally disabl ed
persons in our comunity. And | urge us to do a
| ot nore.

As | conclude, I'"'mgoing to
reiterate what Senator Ruth Hassell-Thonpson
spoke about as it relates to starting to put
funds in now for the next disparity study
regardi ng womren and minority business
devel opnent .

If we want to | ook at how we in fact
deal with this jobs issue, particularly as it
relates in black and Latino conmunities, it is

about creating businesses. Because it's really
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smal | businesses in those communities and access
to contracting with the state and | ocal
governments that in fact provide econonic
opportunities that will help Iift us out of this
jobs crisis that we've been in for a nunber of
years.

We not only need to have anot her
di sparity study, we still also need to inplenent
all of the recomendations fromthe |ast
disparity study. And so while |I want to appl aud
t he Governor for having a 20 percent goal, what
he has not done is put in enough noney into the
infrastructure of state governnent that allows
t he reconmendations to be inplenmented. And so
you have policies, but no people in the agencies
to in fact actually manifest the work that you
want done.

And so this budget is short on
that. | ask the Governor and | ask this body to
be nore responsive and to add this year about
$4 mllion in for MABE work around the different
agencies in the state.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or

Mont gonery.
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SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, thank
you, M. President. | would just like to speak
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery on the resol ution

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.

There are just several areas that |
would |ike to comment on.

First, | want to say how pl eased |
amthat this resolution reflects certainly what |
and many of ny coll eagues on this side consider
to be extrenely inportant, and that is prograns
for youth in our state.

The Executive's proposal has
suggested that we shoul d conbine the YDDP and the
SDPP prograns into one and consider that to be
t he Youth Devel opnent Program period. This
proposal rejects that, because we understand that
those two progranms serve, in very different ways,
different parts of our state. The YDD program
primarily has funded county-w de, county-based
yout h devel opnent prograns, while the Speci al
Del i nquency Prevention Program has funded
specific communities within the state and within

counti es.
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This resolution honors that and
further clarifies some of the | anguage as it
relates to how these funds will be allocated.
am happy about that, because we did not want to
see those prograns disrupted. And we also are
happy to see that this resolution has increased
the funding for those prograns.

Al so, |I'mnot happy to see that we
have rejected, essentially -- this resolution,
anyway, has rejected the proposal to expand the
Close To hone initiative. And | do hope that
that is one of those things that we can continue
to negoti ate about, because we would |ike to see
what are the positive aspects of this program
which relates to how we treat young peopl e who
are in trouble in our state. It relates to how
we view themas rehabilitative as opposed to just
bui | di ng baby prisons for them

So the Close To Hone is as inportant
for children upstate as it is for New York City.
And as you know, we have al ready begun to
i mpl enent successfully, to a | arge extent,

Close To Hone in New York City. W would like to
see that continue statew de.

| also amextrenely pleased to see
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that this resolution has continued our tradition
of funding the Nei ghborhood Preservation Prograns
in our state as well as the rural prograns, Rural
Preservation Prograns. And in addition, this
resol ution has added $3 million for the
Main Street Program which is another one that
certainly serves organi zations in ny own district
and in districts in the city engaged in comunity
preservation, both residential and commercial and
economi c.

| am al so happy to see that we have
rejected the attenpt to dismantle these prograns
and elimnate them as stand-al one prograns in our
budget, which in nmy estimation in the long run
woul d threaten the possibility of us continuing
t hei r work.

| do want to say, however, that
there is one glaring omssion in this budget, and
that is what happens to the State of New York's
health institution, the institution of higher
education in our borough in particular, and that
is Kings County.

As you know, we're the |argest
county. W have the | argest popul ation, yet we

are experiencing an attack on our healthcare
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system And so this budget does not speak to the
need that we have in the Borough of Brooklyn in
the County of Kings to nmake sure that SUNY
Downst at e nmedi cal hospital and school are able to
survive the current crisis and build into the
future.

W need $150 nmillion to make sure
t hat SUNY Downstate survives, as well as our

ot her health hospitals and nedical schools in the

state al so survive. | see that we've restored
the $28 mllion for the three institutions, but
we need $100 million for SUNY now. It woul d be

i rresponsi bl e to support a budget resol ution
whi ch does not support our need, our urgent need
to secure that facility and those school s across
our state.

So, M. President, while I, as
not ed, have a |l ot of reasons to be very, very
happy with the proposals represented in this
resolution, | amloath to support a resol ution
whi ch does not consider a very, very nmjor issue
for the County of Kings, and that is the SUNY
Downstate institution and its success fromthis
poi nt goi ng forward.

So thank you for allowing nme to
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speak on this, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
O Brien.

SENATOR O BRI EN: Thank you
M. President. On the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
O Brien on the resol ution.

SENATCR O BRI EN: The Covernor is
to be conmended for presenting us sone tine ago a
budget that didn't raise taxes. And | know t hat
everyone connected to any of the several
conferences that we have in the Senate now has
been working diligently towards getting towards
an on-tinme budget, both of which are extrenely
important to our stability as a state and
preparing for our future.

But there's still great weakness in
our economy. And we have to prioritize, in ny
view, those things that will help us nove our
econony forward. And | believe this resolution
puts us on the right path by providing tax relief
to famlies and hel ping job creators revitalize
our state's econony.

| hear frequently fromfamlies

struggling with high taxes, and | believe that
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many of the changes we're proposing today are
going to be of significant assistance to them
The Fam |y Tax Relief Act will provide nore than
$800 million in tax relief for mddle-class
famlies in the formof a nunber of tax credits
and tax breaks.

We're al so adding funding to help
new busi nesses get off the ground by providing
i ncubat or services. These will include things
I i ke marketing assistance, help finding
i nvestors, presenting business plans, and
provi di ng expert advice on accounting and
regul atory conpli ance.

Providing help to new snal |
busi nesses and to famlies is one of the nost
certain paths to growi ng our state's economny.
Smal | busi nesses are the engi nes of job growh.
They're chall enged now to find new ways to
conpete and prosper in a changing gl obal econony,
and we need to assist them

At the sanme tinme, this bill makes it
possible for famlies to stay in New York and
spend nore noney here driving our consumer
econony to new hei ghts.

| support this resolution because
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its measures encourage job creators to | ocate and
| aunch new busi nesses here and hel ps nmake sure
that hardworking fam |ies have a bearabl e tax
burden. W are growi ng a business-friendly
climate in New York State and | ooking out for
famlies through tax relief.

The provisions in this resolution,
inny estimation, will significantly help our
progress towards these goals, and for those
reasons | support the resolution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Today | stand to
encourage ny col |l eagues on two i ssues, MABE and
TANF.

The M nority and Wnen- Omed
Busi ness Enterprise is the state's attenpt to
ensure an even playing field for all conpanies
that are trying to use the state's purchasing.

The Senate Majority is elimnating the $3 mllion
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t hat have been set aside to study the state's
disparity. This is inportant because the 2010
study, which cost 1.$7 mllion and took 2.5 years
to conplete, studied only 39 state entities and
focused on MABE business activity.

The 2016 study which is needed is a
much nore conprehensive study, requiring a review
of over a hundred state entities and nust al so
i ncl ude an anal ysis of workforce diversity with
respect to state contracts, and will cost
$3 mllion.

Anot her worthy issue is TANF,
Tenporary Assistance for Needy Families. This is
the initiative that they put in what's called the
wel fare -- which is now called TANF -- is put in
there to help people get off of welfare. It's a
hand up, it's not a handout. And we are in the
process of elimnating many of these
initiatives.

This is the very thing that we want
people to do -- we want themto | eave the system
becone taxpayers, becone people who are able to
take care of their famlies, and perhaps even
becone state senators one day.

We are elimnating some of these

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

938

things, and that is not a w se nove.

On ny final thing that | wish to
say, | want to reflect on how the children of
New York City are being shortchanged by this
budget. And yes, as it has been said earlier, it
seens to be an argunent of adults which is has
far-reaching effect on the children. It seenms to
me that when the adults, instead of them going to
t he cool -out room or whatever we want to call it,
we' re sending the children over there.

So because of the shortchangi ng that
we are doing for the children of New York Cty, |
cannot support this resolution.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Marcel |i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Thank you
M. President. On the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Marcel lino on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. M. President,
working with the Governor and the Assenbly, we
are on track to pass the earliest state budget in

nore than 30 years, truly a worthy endeavor. The
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Senat e budget is a responsible plan that controls
spendi ng, rejects new taxes, nmakes job creation a
priority, invests in education, healthcare and
New York's infrastructure.

O the three budget proposals -- and
this one I"mparticularly proud of -- advanced
this year, the Senate's budget proposal is the
only one put together with input from both sides
of the aisle.

The Senate budget includes el enents
of our Senate Republican Blueprint for Jobs,
including tax relief to small businesses,
manuf acturers, | ower energy costs for every
New Yor ker and every busi ness, and sweepi ng
reforns to cut red tape. The Senate's proposal
elimnates the 18-a assessnment to reduce energy
costs for businesses and consuners. W reduce
the corporate franchise tax for manufacturers and
elimnate it altogether over the next four years
so that they can use the resulting savings to
i ncrease new j obs and grow.

To help mddle-class fam|lies neet
the rising cost of living, we increase the
dependent exenption from $1,000 to $2,020 per

dependent. W provide a new suppl enmental child
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tax credit of $500 per famly and restore the
STAR exenption rebate for seniors this year.

Qur plan inposes a permanent tax
spendi ng cap, a neasure that the
Republ i can-control |l ed Senate has repeatedly
passed but the Assenbly has refused to take up.

Over the past two years, the state
has saved $18.6 billion -- let me repeat that.
Over the last two years, the state has saved
$18.6 billion by adhering to a sel f-inposed
2 percent spending cap. By making the cap
permanent, New York will save $11.2 billion over
t he next four years.

M. President, there's a lot nore in
this budget that's worthy and shoul d be
menti oned, but I'mnot going to do it now in
reference to time. But | urge everyone,
everyone -- it's not a perfect budget by any
nmeans, but | urge everyone to vote for this
budget because it gives us a good start in our
negotiations with the other house and with the
Governor. | look forward to passing this budget
on tinme and early, first tinme in 30 years.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
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you, Senator Marcellino.

Senator Carlucci on the resol ution.

SENATOR CARLUCCI: M. President, on
t he resol ution.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
putting forth this inportant resolution, this
i mportant budget resol ution.

Over the past session |I've had the
distinct privilege of serving as chairnman of the
Mental Heal th and Devel oprmental Disabilities
Comm ttee, and this budget shows our commtnent,
government's commtnent to say that we have to
fulfill our responsibility to take care of our
nost vul nerabl e popul ations. And we believe we
have to bal ance the budget, and we w || bal ance
t he budget, but we're not going to do it on the
backs of people with devel opnental disabilities.

So | conmend ny col | eagues for
working diligently to reinstate $120 mllion so
we don't have that across-the-board cut where
famlies and people with devel opnental
disabilities will suffer.

| al so commend ny col | eagues for
fully restoring "prescriber prevails.” W have

to make sure that medical professionals, that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

942

doctors, psychiatrists have the end say, that
they're the ones with the experience, with the
degrees, saying which medications patients should
get. Particularly when we tal k about nental
health, and we tal k about the inportance of
nmental health, we have to make sure that
psychi atrists and doctors can prescribe atypica
anti psychotic nedications that they believe are
appropri ate.

| also want to thank nmy col |l eagues
for standing up for veterans. Believe it or not,
ri ght now our young nen and wormen com ng back
from Af ghani stan suffer from an unenpl oynent rate
that's double that of their civilian
counterparts. That's outrageous. But our Senate
is standing up and doi ng sonet hing about it.

Wth Jobs for Heroes, we're
providing tax credits, tax credits for snart
enpl oyers that want to enpl oy veterans com ng
back from Af ghani stan, and rewardi ng enpl oyers
for high-paying jobs. So we're not just giving a
bl anket tax credit, but we're rewardi ng enpl oyers
for high-paying jobs. Up to 15 percent of that
salary will go to a tax credit for hiring an

unenpl oyed vet eran
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Also, we're fulfilling our
commi t ment and saying that we nust raise the
m ni mum wage. It's tinme we raised the m nimum
wage, and we have to have a solid foundation if
we're going to allow people working to get out of
poverty and get into the ranks of the mddle
cl ass.

And of particular inportance when we
talk about the mddle class, we're really
fulfilling our commtnent to make sure that we
recogni ze that the mddle class is the econonic
driver of this state and this nation. And by
reinstating the STAR rebate check, we're going to
all ow people to stay in the mddle class. W're
going to allow famlies to stay in their hones in
t he suburbs and t hroughout New York State. And
this STAR rebate check could nean the difference
between a famly staying in their hone or having
to go into forecl osure.

So over the com ng weeks | | ook
forward to working with nmy col | eagues to conti nue
fighting and maki ng sure that these provisions
stay in the budget and that we make sure we
continue to nove New York forward.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Carl ucci.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President. | think | have the honor of
cl osing toni ght, but perhaps others have
sonmet hing to say.

So, you know, | do want to apol ogi ze
to my colleague and friend John DeFranci sco.
| earned after our earlier discussion that
Syracuse had a really bad basketbal |l gane
recently. So that apparently condol ences to the
Syracuse fans here, and | guess hooray for the
Ceorgetown fans, whoever they are.

But to get back on nmessage tonight,
so we've just been debating and tal king on a
one- house budget resolution. Again, it's not a
bill. It doesn't have any standing in law. It's
a resolution. It's a resolution that, when we
add it up, it appears would put us in the hole
about $4.5 billion into the future in financial
plans, with no way to actually pay for it, if you
were to accept the full resolution, because it's
putting a supermajority requirenent on any future

tax increases or even continuati ons of revenue
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that m ght be sunsetting.

So it's a $4.5 billion year after
year budget gap we'd be creating with no ability
toreally pay for it. That seens like a
probl em

It is true it has sone individua
itens that people |like. Senator Carlucci just
tal ked about a veterans tax credit for hiring
veterans; | like that program That's about a
$15 mllion expense for the state. | think it's
worthwhile. But | don't really know why we woul d
be giving the weal t hi est New Yorkers $70 mllion
in new item zed deductions, royalty incone,
vendi ng machi nes not having to pay taxes.

So this resolution gives $20 mllion
in new aid to |l ocal governnments through
$20 mllion in AIM but then it's going to cut
the taxes for vendi ng machi nes by $20 mllion.

Wi ch, by the way, is sinply saying if you're a
smal | busi ness who sells candy and salty snacks
and soda, you have to collect and pay the tax,

but if you' re a vending nmachi ne conpany you're
conpeting with, they don't have to collect or pay
the tax. So I'd say that's really an

i nequi tabl e tax change.
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And of course we want to give a
cigar tax cap for the expensive cigars and a
private-aircraft tax exenption for people with
their private airplanes.

But there are a couple of nice
things in there, like the $15 mllion for vets.
But what did we take out? W took out all the
funding to operationalize the SAFE Act to protect
citizens fromthe types of guns that shouldn't be
on our streets. W passed that |aw, but now
apparently in this resolution we're not going to
fund the noney the State Police need to
operationalize it. That should concern us.

As Senator Espaillat pointed out,
we're going to cut the funding for the Tenant
Protection Unit, affecting hundreds of thousands
of residents in apartnents in New York State.

We're going to redirect the housing
capital noney fromthe Mrtgage |Insurance Fund
t hat was supposed to go, at about $100 mllion a
year, towards preservation and expansi on of
af f ordabl e housing. W're going to take that and
we're going to stuff that into the General Fund
to help pay for sonething because we're cutting

all these taxes.
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There's no Foundation Aid for
education, so I'mdelighted that we're putting
noney into education. But | have to question how
this resolution is doing it, because | hear that
school districts are desperate for Foundation Aid
and that there's court precedent for how we
shoul d distribute our noney. But that's not how
t his budget does it.

Actually, we don't really know how
this budget resolution does it because | still
haven't gotten an explanati on of how the
education dollars would be distributed in runs,
because there's no runs attached to this
educati on noney bei ng put back in.

As were highlighted by several of ny
col | eagues, there's no funds for the DREAM Act,
whi ch woul d hel p ensure that children raised in
this state, living in this state, dream ng of
bei ng taxpayers and soneday citizens of this
state still won't have an ability or a fair shot
to go to our colleges, which harns us all.

There was a nice section of the
Governor's bill that would strengthen the Public
Service Comm ssion's ability to hold utilities

accountable for their failure to do right by
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people during tines of crisis, |ike after Sandy
with LIPA. | have no idea why that section got
removed fromthe Governor's budget. Because |'m
a big believer in strengthening oversight and
accountability for the utilities.

There's a | ot of confusion about
t hat m ni rum wage proposal. Sonebody just said
they' re proud there's m ni numwage | anguage in
this resolution. Well, I've read the
m ni mum wage resol ution | anguage. | don't even
understand what it is. Sonething happens over
three years, if people study it and deci de they
want to do that. But when |I'mreadi ng ny
smart phone while sitting here on the fl oor,
Senat or Skel os says he doesn't even agree with
t he | anguage that went into the resol ution.

So | don't think anybody is actually
supporting a mni mumwage increase in this
resolution. But | know |l am and |'mwaiting to
see a real one.

One of ny coll eagues said "Finally,
somet hi ng for unenpl oynent benefits" and that
she's proud that that's in there. WlIl, you
know, when you read the proposal that the

Governor made and how it's placed here in the
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resolution, it actually risks |owering

unenpl oynment benefits or doing away with them for
some of the | owest-wage workers and part-tine
workers. It takes to 2026 to see any significant
increase in the incredibly | ow unenpl oynent
benefit payout for workers, $5 a year -- $5

i ncrease in the nmaxi num per year.

Let's tal k about our own pay. Let's
talk about inflation. Let's talk about why we
need a m ni numwage i ncrease. |'mnot sure you
can really with a straight face say "great
victory" when we | owered benefits for sonme people
to guarantee an increase of $5 per maxi num
benefit for others. That's not what | think is
enpl oyment benefit reform

There is no solution for the SUNY
nmedi cal schools and particularly the SUNY
Downst ate Hospital in Brooklyn that so many of ny
col | eagues tal ked about.

So we took ganmbling out. And |I'm
not saying |I'mnot happy that we took ganbling
out. But the one thing we left in about ganbling
is we're going to allow those under age 21 to
play Quick Draw? | object. | really don't think

we shoul d be expandi ng ganbling to those under
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the age of 21. And since we took everything el se
about gam ng out of the Governor's budget in this
one- house resolution, | think we should have
t aken out the underage ganbling as well.

There's sone strange Article 7
| anguage. And | confess we didn't have that many
hours to ook at all this. And actually a couple
of the bills we only saw about two hours before
we came to the floor here today. But there's a
strange Article 7 section, again, about the
brownfi el ds proposals. And | have to say | don't
necessarily agree with ny col |l eague's staff that
this won't cost anything. | suspect that's
exactly why this is in here, to give sone
significant new tax credits to perhaps sone of
the worst polluters of land in the state, and |
worry about that.

| worry that there's conpl ex
Article 7 | anguage about using the RG3 funds
i ntended for clean energy, the tax credits that
you trade back for not polluting that's supposed
to go into clean energy. And there's sone
interesting and conpl ex | anguage there that
appears to expand sonme good things but then allow

it to be shifted into property tax reductions for
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coal plants. | think everybody ought to take a
serious |l ook at that one before they vote yes.

There's al so sonet hi ng about farm
assessments. Now, | agree that there's a real
problemw th property taxes for farnms. But if
you cap the assessnment at 2 percent instead of
10 percent -- and that's how | read that
Article 7 language -- you're basically saying to
the localities with lots of farns: W're
reduci ng your property tax revenue.

And | don't know about you, but |
keep hearing that everybody is in a panic about
reduced property tax revenue. W already capped
at 2 percent the residential property tax. And
if we go ahead and | ower their tax revenue from
farms and there are a lot of farnms in their
district -- I know, M. President, you have a | ot
of farms in your district. | would really want
to | ook very carefully at the inmpact on ny
localities fromthat specific Article 7
| anguage.

Now, | don't actually have any farnmns
inny district, so | probably won't get a | ot of
angry peopl e about that one. But other people

here m ght get sonme calls when the localities
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learn they' re getting even reduced property tax
t hrough that nove.

Agai n, we delay the diesel em ssions
requirenent. Well, 1've been here since 2002.

We passed a requirenent to apply higher standards
for diesel vehicle em ssions soon after | got
here. And what have we been doi ng ever since?
We just keep delaying it.

So when you pass a good
envi ronnmental |aw but then you just delay out
forever ever inplenenting the |aw, don't pretend
you really passed a good environnmental law. So
we do that agai n today.

There are so many reasons not to
vote for this budget resolution. Not because
there aren't sone good things there. But it's
one house. It has a life today that ends
tomorrow. And for ne, 1'll sleep better at night
knowi ng that | told ny constituents why | had to
vote no on this even though it's true and many of
nmy col | eagues stood up and tal k about the good
things that were in here.

W all want to do the good things.
We al so have a responsibility to do a bal anced

budget. And we al so have a responsibility to not
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do resolutions in dark of night and no tine for
the public or half the colleagues on this floor
toreally delve intoit. And | suspect a bunch
of ny coll eagues on the other side of the aisle
didn't ook through all that Article 7 |anguage
all that carefully either.

So I"'murging a no vote on this
bill, M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. ' mj ust
going to be very brief as everyone will give a
sigh of relief. I'mnot going to respond to

every point. But |I just want to say one thing.
Any bill fromany house is going to
have things in it that people don't agree wth.
| don't agree with everything in the bill. There
were several things | wanted in that weren't in
t here.
However, this has been done in a
bi parti san way. Many of the sane questions and
concerns at the budget hearings that | raised and
ot her Republicans rai sed were rai sed by Denocrats
in the budget hearings as well. The sane

concerns that we had on the major issues were
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nmenti oned during the budget hearings.

The point of the matter and the fact
of the matter is the major issues, as were
commented on by many of the speakers on both
sides of the aisle, many good things are in this
budget. | would just urge everybody, even though
you don't like everything in the budget or
something is onmtted that you really wanted
there, | think it gives us a better bargaining
position, the final negotiations fromhere to the
final budget, if we've got a bipartisan and a
strong bipartisan "yes" vote on this resol ution.

And | would urge everyone that they
reconsi der sone of the drawbacks in the bill and
try to l ook at the good things to give us nore
ability to get those in the final budget.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Senat or Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank my coll eague

Co- Presi dent Dean Skel os for his cooperation

during this very short tine frame.
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Today, for the first time in nodern
history in the New York State Senate, we're
voting on a budget resolution crafted by a
bi parti san coalition of Denocrats and
Republ i cans.

And | think of course this is our
first round, now that we enter budget
negotiations with the Governor and the Assenbly.
But | think what we're putting forth today is a
smart, responsible and fair proposal.

| just want to touch on sone of the
i ssues that are included in here that | think are
extrenely inmportant. And | want to thank Senator
Mal col m Smith and Senat or Andrew Lanza, the two
cochairs of the bipartisan Task Force on Sandy
Recovery, and all the nenbers that were invol ved,
because | think we took a very inportant bold
step in noving forward, in nmaking sure that
relief cones to those who were harnmed during
Superstorm Sandy. And | think we really have a
roadmap in place to nake sure we can protect the
residents of the State of New York fromfuture
di sasters.

For the first time in nenory in the

Senate, we're creating an i ndependent office of
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ri sk managenent, something that could potentially
save the taxpayers of the State of New York cl ose
to $100 mllion a year by preparing for
energenci es, by nmaking sure we put in stopgap
nmeasures so the state doesn't constantly get
sued, like they did | ast year to the tune of
$200 mllion. So | think that's going to be
noney well spent and certainly will pay for
itself.

| also want to thank ny borough
president in the Bronx, Reuben Diaz, Jr., who put
forth sonething that was very, very inportant, a
gun crinme database, sonmething that will now post
as part of the pistol database that will cone
into effect. So what we're doing here today is
anendi ng the Governor's proposal and expandi ng
t he dat abase that was proposed in the SAFE Act to
al so include anyone who commts dangerous crines
using a gun. That's sonething that the borough
presi dent supported in his State of the Borough,
it's sonething that | support, and |I'm hopeful
that we can actually include that in our final
budget .

| also want to thank ny col |l eague

Senat or David Carlucci for really being a | eader
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in restoring the $100 mllion to the Ofice for
Peopl e Wth Devel opnental Disabilities. This is
something that is very inportant to | know all of
us, both Denocrat and Republican. Because |
think we're sending a very sinple nessage that we
can't bal ance this budget on the backs of the
nmental |y di sabl ed.

We al so have in this one-house
budget resolution for the first time a teen
heal t h educati on program where we're going to
address specific needs of teenagers around the
State of New York |ike obesity, ovarian cancer.
We're | ooking at things as far as di abetes that
certainly hit inner-city kids. And I think the
result will be healthier teens around the State
of New Yor k.

As Senator Carlucci mentioned,
something that's very inportant and | think is
quite historic is a veterans tax credit. W're
going to provide a tax credit to every business
who hires a returning veteran.

Presently the unenpl oynent rate is
high. But if you |ook at the nunbers anpbng
veterans in New York State, unenploynment anong

returning veterans from post-9/11 conflicts and
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wars is close to 12 percent. W can do better.

| think we should be sending a nmessage to those
men and wormren who are returning from overseas
after defending their country that we should have
a job waiting for them when they conme back.

And | think by providing that
incentive to businesses with a tax credit, we'l]l
not only reduce unenploynment but | think we'll
make sure that our returning veterans have their
rightful place in our society with a job.

Al so as was said by ny coll eague
D ane Savino, the chair of the Labor Comm ttee,
in this one-house resolution we nmake a comm t ment
to | ook at increasing the m ninumwage. That's
something that | think is an issue of fairness.
| also believe it's good business. Because when
you give a m ni numwage worker a boost in their
salary, they're going to spend it. And where are
they going to spend it? They're going to spend
it at local businesses. So we're going to boost
our | ocal econony.

So that's sonething that, noving
forward, | hope we can achieve in our final
budget pl an.

| also want to say a special thank
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you to the staff. They have worked very, very
hard, both the IDC staff, the Denobcratic staff,
as well as the Republican staff, in a very short
time frane. | want to thank ny chief of staff,
John Enrick, and I know | also want to thank
Robert Mijica, the Republicans' Finance director,
and everyone invol ved, because | know there's too
many to thank. But they did such a trenmendous
job under a very snmall time franme in making sure
that we had this one-house resolution ready for
t oday.

So again, | want to thank ny
col | eagues. And of course, M. President, | vote
yes on this historic one-house budget resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Klein.

To cl ose debate tonight, the chair
recogni zes Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And | want too want to thank
Senator Kl ein, co-leader, Senate Finance Chair
John DeFrancisco, and all the staff that have
wor ked diligently on bringing this budget

resol ution before us for a vote today.
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Qur budget is a responsible plan
that controls spending, rejects new taxes, and
makes job creation a priority. It elimnates the
horrendous 18-a assessnent, a job-killing
surcharge that increases the cost of energy for
busi nesses and consuners and hol ds New York back

The budget includes el enents of our
Senat e Republican Blueprint for Jobs to
revitalize and rebuild our econony. W reduce
the corporate franchise tax for manufacturers and
elimnate it altogether over four years. To help
m ddl e-class famlies neet rising costs, we
i ncrease the dependent exenption from $1, 000 to
$2, 020 per dependent; provide a new suppl enental
child tax credit of $500 per famly; and restore
t he STAR rebate checks for fixed-inconme seniors.

Qur plan inposes a permanent state
spendi ng cap passed repeatedly in this house.

Over the past two years, the state has saved over
$18.6 billion by sticking to a self-inposed

2 percent cap. By making the cap permanent,

New York will save $11.2 billion over the next
four years.

To hel p | ocal governnments, we

accel erate the takeover of |ocal Medicaid, saving
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counties mllions of dollars. That's real
mandate relief. Qur budget reaffirnms the
Senate's conmtnment to education by increasing
state aid. W restore mllions of dollars to
critical wonmen's health and wel | ness prograns,
i ncluding funding for rape crisis centers, the
Adel phi University Breast Cancer Program W C and
others. And we restore the cuts to the Ofice
for People Wth Devel opnental Disabilities to
ensure the state continues to protect the nost
vul ner abl e New Yor kers.

In the Senate we have taken a good
budget and nade it better. Wrking with the
Governor and the Assenbly, New York is on track
to have its earliest budget in 30 years. Let's
finish the job.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Skel os.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO A show of
hands - -

SENATOR LI BOUS: Excuse ne,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: We respect your
enthusiasm But this resolutionis alittle
different, because it has fiscal inplication. It
is aroll call just |like a fast roll call.

So if nenbers wish to vote no, all
they need to do is raise their hand. So if we
could --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Li bous, | was about to instruct, at the request
of the call for a show of hands, that we so

order. Al those in the negative please raise

your hand.
(Menbers raised their hands.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will re-call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
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Secretary will announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative are Senators Adans, Breslin, D lan,
Espaillat, Ganaris, Hassell-Thonpson, Hoyl man,
Krueger, Montgonery, Parker, Peralta, Perkins,
Ri vera, Sanpson, Sanders, Serrano, Squadron, and
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, has
t he desk received an announcenent fromthe
Assenbl y?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. W have,
and it is filed in the Journal Cerk's office.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. There is
no further business before the desk.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
do have a very inportant announcenment. | know
sonetimes | say that and then we adjourn --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Coul d we

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

964

have sone order, please.

SENATCR LI BOUS: -- but I do have
an inportant announcenent.

We expect that sonetinme hopefully
within the hour that the General Conference
Commttee will convene this evening. | can't
give you a time, but we expect that the General
Conference Commttee will convene hopeful ly
within the hour. So that's a bit of
information. Do with it as you pl ease.

And there being no further business
before the Senate this evening, | nove that we
adj ourn until Tuesday, March 12th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 12th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 5:24 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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