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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Today' s
invocation will be offered by the Reverend Peter
G Young, of the Mdther Teresa Community here in
Al bany.

Fat her Young.

REVEREND YOUNG Thank you

Let us pray.

O God, we pray for our New York
State citizens, for their dignity of a receiving
a paycheck to overcone honel essness and hunger.

We ask that our Senate |eadership
give our citizens peace of mnd and renewed
faith in a strong econony that provides the
needy job opportunities.

Protect us fromthe viol ence of
ot hers, and keep us safe fromthe weapons of

hate. Free the bound peopl e who are caught by
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t he chains of addiction, to encourage themwth
their struggle to recover to productive
lifestyles as an exanple of hope to others.
We ask You this through Your
goodness. Anen.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO  Thank
you, Fat her.
The readi ng of the Journal.
THE SECRETARY: In Senate, Friday,
February 8th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday,
February 7th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages from the Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
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before we do the report fromthe Judiciary

Comm ttee, could nenbers enter the chanber and
take their seats. Could | ask the
Sergeant-at-Arns to nake sure that the doors are
secure and that we can begin this process in a
gui et and orderly nmanner.

So, M. President, | believe there
is areport fromthe Judiciary Commttee at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Libous.

| woul d ask the nmenbers to pl ease
take their desks, staff to please find suitable
guarters, and the Sergeant-at-Arns to have the
doors cl osed.

Returning to reports of standing
commttees, the Secretary will read the report
of the Judiciary Commttee.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bonaci c,
fromthe Commttee on Judiciary, reports the
fol | owi ng nom nati on:

Jenny Rivera, of the Bronx, as a
j udge of the New York State Court of Appeals.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Bonaci c.
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SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
M. President.

Last week the Judiciary Conmittee
nmet and considered the nom nation of Jenny Rivera
as a judge of the Court of Appeals for a term
comenci ng January 15, 2013, and expiring January
14, 2027.

Professor Rivera is with us today in
the gallery. Professor Rivera is joined in the
gal l ery by Audi e Serrano, her donestic partner,
as well as her close famly, friends and sone of
her col | eagues from CUNY School of Law.

She is a resident of the Bronx, and
she's in Senator Klein's district.

Pursuant to the provisions of
Section 2 of Article 6 of the Constitution and
t he provisions of Section 68 of the
Judiciary Law, the Judiciary Commttee has

reported the nom nation w thout recomrendation to

the floor.

| now ask that you recogni ze Senator
Kl ei n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,
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M. President.

It is truly an honor for nme to rise
today to nom nate Jenny Rivera of the Bronx to
fill a termcomencing on January 15, 2013, and
expiring on January 14, 2027, as judge of the
Court of Appeals.

Several years ago nmany of us stood
on this floor and we spoke about the nom nation
at that tinme of Judge Jonathan Li ppman, who at
that time was being elevated to chief judge of
the Court of Appeals. Sonetimes it got
contentious. A lot of tines people questioned
whet her or not he was the right appointnent to be
el evated to be chief judge or the Court of
Appeal s.

But at that time | rose and spoke on
behal f of Judge Lippnan, citing his experience
but nost of all citing the fact that he was a
product of New York, grew up on the Lower East
Side. And | said then here was sonebody who was
born of inmgrant parents, grew up on the
Lower East Side, which is truly a nelting pot, as
everyone notion. And at that tine he probably
woul d only dream of becoming a | awer, |et alone

sonmeday being elevated to chief judge of the
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Court of Appeals.

Well, | said then and | say it again
now that | think with Jenny Rivera' s nom nation
t oday what we're seeing, first and forenost, is
that that dream-- that dream of soneone grow ng
up in New York, growing up on the Lower East
Si de, spending their lives planning to be
el evated to be a judge -- is alive and well in
New Yor k today.

Jenny Rivera cones to us in a very
different way. She wasn't trained to be a
Wall Street |lawer. She wasn't trained to join
one of those white-shoe law firns. She was
trained as a public worman, sonmebody who has
dedi cated her |ife to public service, soneone who
each and every day gets up in the norning with a
si ngul ar purpose, to nake a positive difference
in people's lives.

Her background is quite inpressive
in the public service: A pro se lawclerk in the
Second Circuit Court of Appeals, associate
counsel at the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and
Educati on Fund, adm nistrative |aw judge for the
New York State Division of Human Ri ghts,

comi ssi oner on the New York City Conmm ssion on
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Human Rights, law clerk to the U S. District
Court Judge, now Suprene Court Judge Sonia

Sot omayor, Special Deputy Attorney General for
Cvil Rights and the chief of the Gvil Rights
Bureau in the State Attorney Ceneral's office.

She' s sonmeone who clearly,

t hroughout her career, planned to be in this very
place -- but in a different way, as | said,
dedi cated to public service.

| do also want to say a word about
her nost recent position. As many of you nmay
know, Jenny Rivera is a professor at CUNY Law
School, the Gty University Law School in
New Yor k, where she is the director of the Center
of Latino and Latina Rights and Equality.

That means sonmething to nme, because
| graduated from CUNY Law School. And | chose
the | aw school for probably the sanme reason that
Jenny Rivera chose to teach there. First of all,
it trains lawers to be in the public service.
That's their singular goal. That's their
singul ar purpose. It trains individuals to
pursue a career in public service. You're
encour aged, when you go to CUNY Law School, to

bring your experience in the real world. That's
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why many of the students go there later in life,
in many cases after a distinguished career in
public servi ce.

It al so has the distinction of
graduati ng nore wonen and mnorities than any
| aw school in the State of New York. [It's open
toall. It's affordable.

As | said, it takes a very speci al
person to graduate fromthat school, and it
certainly takes a very special person to teach
t hose | aw students each and every day. That's
sonmething that's very, very inportant, and
think that's going to serve Jenny well when she's
a judge of the Court of Appeals.

| think we al so have to acknow edge
that Jenny's presence here today is a testanent
to our commtnent in New York State to ensure
that our courts are a reflection of the people
they serve. W cannot expect to have a fair
judicial systemin all its aspects of expression
wi thout it representing the full scope and
spectrum of our citizens.

Hi story has al so shown us that while
we may have different areas of experience and

acconpl i shnent, we only advance as a comrunity
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and a state and a nation by supporting each
other. W may conme fromdifferent cultures, but
make no m stake: W share a human bond and we
are collectively responsi ble for one anot her.
Growing up in the Bronx taught me sonething very
sinple. Wen you lift up your friend, you lift
yourself up as well.

What makes this country a beacon for
all others around the gl obe that we honor each
ot her's chosen path to success. |In this country,
and especially here in New York State, success is
found through dedi cati on, perseverance, courage
and conmitnment to one's chosen field. | think
the ol d adage or the old proverb proves true:

Al'l roads |ead to Rone.

It is in that spirit that |I stand
here today and proudly and whol eheartedly support
t he nom nation of Jenny Rivera to serve on the
New York State Court of Appeals. Jenny Rivera is
a fine legal mnd, and I am conpl etely confi dent
t hat New Yorkers who cone before her bench wll
know one certain truth: Justice will be served.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank

you, Senator Klein.
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Senat or Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
M. President.

| believe the Court of Appeals
appoi ntnment is one of the nobst inportant
positions in New York State governnent. The
deci sions of the Court of Appeals affect mllions
of New Yorkers for generations to cone. |
bel i eve the executive and | egislative branches
have a duty to see that the best, the brightest
and the nost qualified person is appointed to the
hi ghest court.

Since | have served on the Senate
Judiciary Conmttee, |'ve had the responsibility
to vote for eight nomnees to the Court of
Appeals. | voted yes all eight times. Four were
wonen. One was Hispanic. One was
African-Anmerican. And three were |ike ne, but
only smarter and nore handsone.

The nom nee has a very limted | aw
practice experience. She has been a | aw
prof essor nost of her life. She served as a | aw
clerk one year with Judge Sotomayor back in 1993
and one and a half years with the Attorney

General, then Andrew Cuonpb, and that was in
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2007-2008. Those experiences, in ny judgment,
were nore administrative |law than the practice of
law in the trenches with a variety of different
ar eas.

| have every reason to believe that
this nomnee is snmart, is passionate about the
areas of the law that will interest her, and is a
good prof essor.

| have spent considerable tine
studying her witings, and | have to tell you,
find her witings to be confusing and uncl ear and
overwhel m ngly not reflective of the nunber of
cases or subject matters which conme before a
Court of Appeal s judge.

| have concerns, if she were to be
confirmed, that she would be prone to judicial
activismrather than apply the statute before
her. | also have concerns that it would be very
difficult for her to be objective in all issues,
given her passion in alimted area of |aw

Academi a is a perfect honorable
prof ession. | have three academ cs at the
hi gh school or college level in ny inmmedate
famly. But taking someone from academnm a and

appointing themto the Court of Appeals -- or the
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Suprene Court, where they could get the training,
| would be voting for this nomnee. But you're
asking, this Governor is asking this body to nake
a leap fromthe academic world right to the
hi ghest court in the State of New York

Sonme have made the argunent that
this nomnee will bring a different perspective
and think outside the box. |If you want soneone
on the court with a different perspective, one
coul d choose an athlete with a | aw degree, choose
a CEO of a corporation with a | aw degree, choose
a hedge fund manager with a | aw degree. They
woul d bring different perspectives, but not
necessarily the perspective that's needed for a
Court of Appeal s judge.

| don't want a particul ar
perspective on the bench. There is a place for
perspective; it is here in the Legislature. And
| submt that this body makes |aws. That's the
place for it to be.

Maybe Governor Cuono felt this
nom nee was the very best of the seven that he
has given us. | hope he did. | don't
under st and, you know, how he thinks. But he's

t he Governor, he's above ny pay grade, he's
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smarter than I am and |I'm here.

Maybe the belief is that the three
Appel | ate Division judges what were passed over
wer e somehow | ess qualified than the nom nee we
have. | have said that in ny view, governors
engage in social engineering when it conmes to
judicial nom nations. Sone have disagreed with
me. Maybe it was just a coincidence and not
soci al engineering that the first Latina judge on
our state's highest court is being replaced by
t he second Latina judge on our state's highest
court.

|f you are to believe that there is
no social engineering in judicial picks and it is
qgualifications and only qualifications that
matter, then you nust believe that this nom nee
is better than three appellate judges, each of
whom have been el ected by the people and el evat ed
by a governor to the Appellate D vision.

You must believe that the nomnee is
nore qualified than two active trial attorneys,
partners who have litigated and not just
consulted with major matters such as RI CO cl ai s,
fair labor law, health insurance litigation,

contract interpretation, religious discrimnation
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clainms, clains over education disputes for
students with special needs, real estate
litigation, local |aw conpliance, allocation of
paynent in |ieu of taxes agreenent, a

Harl an Fi ske Stone schol ar and a person who was
appointed by two different nayors to serve on
commi ssions as broadly different as planning and
police corruption, who have served on task forces
for two chief justices. And that, ny coll eagues,
is just one resune of one candidate that was
passed over.

To make this confirmation about
one's et hnic background, though, instead of
gualifications deneans the great Court of
Appeal s that our state has al ways had.

Those passed over include Rol ando
Acosta, a sitting judge of the Appellate
Di vision. Judge Acosta is an H spanic-Arerican
who is deenmed to have the highest qualifications
and has witten nunerous reported decisions.

Judge Eugene Fahey, a highly
qual i fied and highly reconmended justice of the
Appel | ate Di vi si on.

Kat hy Chin, a seasoned litigator who

happens to al so be Asi an-Anerican and woul d have

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

466

been the first Asian-Anmerican on the court. It
was her resunme | read to you about the RICO
statutes and all the things she has been invol ved
in.

Shei | a Abdus- Sal aam whose nane
undoubtedly just was not kind to, but who is a
justice of the Appellate Division who had been
elected to the State Suprene Court. |If
nom nat ed, according to Reuters news service, she
woul d have been the first African-Anerican wonan
on the Court of Appeals.

David Schul z, a highly experienced
litigator in New York City. According to the Law
Journal, M. Schulz would have been the first
openly gay nenber of the court.

Now, these individuals, based on
t heir ethnic background or personal
characteristics, mght have been historic. But
shane on us if we denmean them by stating their
race, gender, or sexual orientation is what
defines them It is their qualifications that
define them

However -- and | nean this with al
due respect to this nomnee -- to put soneone who

has such narrow | egal experience on the highest
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court of this state for 14 years -- and possibly
18 years, if the |l aw bl esses her with a | ong and
healthy life -- and to pass over those highly
gual i fied nom nees is not sonmething that | can
support.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Espai |l | at.

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Pr of essor Jenny
Ri vera was noni nat ed by Governor Andrew Cuonp to
succeed Carnen Beauchanp Ciparick to serve in the
New York State Court of Appeals. |If confirnmed
here today, she will be the second H spani ¢ wonman
to sit on such court.

The Covernor selected Rivera, as was
said by ny coll eague before me, anong seven
candi dates found well-qualified by the Comm ssion
on Judicial Nom nation, a panel with nmenbers
appoi nted by the Governor, the Legislature, and
t he Chi ef Judge.

The conm ssion, chaired by
Chi ef Judge Judith Kaye, conducted extensive
outreach in seeking applicants and its efforts
resulted in the highest nunber of applications

ever: 75, the nost wonen applicants ever, and
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24, the nost mnority applicants ever.

Ms. Rivera earned her undergraduate
degree from Princeton University, her J.D. from
New York University School of Law, and her L.L. M
from Col unbi a University School of Law,
concentrating on constitutional theory.

Ms. Rivera is a nenber of the
New York State Bar Association and is admtted to
practice in the Suprenme Court of the United
States, the Third Crcuit Court of Appeals, and
the District Courts for the Southern and Eastern
Districts of New York.

Currently she is a professor of |aw
at the City University School of Law, CUNY. She
is also the founder and director of the
Law School Center on Latino and Latina R ghts and
Equality, which pronotes |aw reform schol arshi p,
public education, and litigation relating to
civil rights issues facing the Latino comunity.

She has previously served as a
visiting professor at the American University and
Suffol k University Schools of Law.

She al so currently serves as a
menber of the Second Departnent Judici al

Screening Committee, which hel ps to screen

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

469

applicants for judicial positions.

Prior to her time at CUNY, Professor
Ri vera served as an adm nistrative | aw judge on
the New York State Division of Human Rights. In
1993, she clerked for then District Court and now
Suprene Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

Ms. Rivera also previously clerked in the Second
Circuit of Appeals Pro Se Law Cerk's Ofice.
She al so worked as a |awer for the Legal Ad
Soci ety's Honel ess Fam |y Rights Project and as
an associ ate counsel for the Puerto Rican Legal
Def ense and Educati on Fund.

From 2002 to 2007, Ms. Rivera served
as a conm ssioner on the New York City Comm ssion
on Human Rights. 1n 2007, she worked as a
Speci al Deputy Attorney General for Gvil Rights
under then New York State Attorney General
Andr ew Cuono.

My col | eagues, Professor Rivera is
profoundly qualified. She may not be a litigator
in a white-shoe law firmon Wall Street, but she
is highly qualified to feel the needs and to
interpret the law for mllions and mllions of
New Yorkers that may not be as |lucky as to work

in a white-shoe law firmon Wall Street.
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Prof essor Rivera is clearly
commtted to public service. Her work assisting
t he honel ess and saf eguarding | owinconme fanmlies
fromeviction and discrimnation speaks in a very
el oquent way, but it proves also the depth of her
character. She could have easily chosen to earn
nore in the private sector, but she chose a
harder path as a scholar and an advocate.

She is a | egal scholar, someone that
will bring a fresh and new view of the |aw while
constructing the lawwithin its paraneters to the
hi ghest court of this state.

As a legal scholar, Professor Rivera
illustrated a deep understanding of the | aw and
her experience while she cl erked under now
Suprene Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor. There she
revi ewed deci sions, notions, and she did nost of
the Il awering work that many across the aisle
fail to acknow edge her to have the experience
of .

| am proud to stand here with the
New York State Bar Association, with groups from
t he diverse Latino conmunity, including Latino
Justice, the Puerto Rican Bar Association, the

Dom ni can Bar Associ ati on, the Nati onal

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

471

Organi zation for Wwnen, and many others. Can
they all be wong? Can they all be wong that
she is qualified? She is highly qualified, and
|"m here to support her nom nation.

Prof essor Rivera' s opponents may be
stalling her nom nation for political purposes,
but the Court of Appeals presides on those issues
that affect mllions of New Yorkers. W need her
intellect, judgment, and experience on the bench
i mredi ately.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Rivera. Senator Rivera.

SENATCR RI VERA: Rivera?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Ri ver a.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.

Col | eagues, | stand here today --
first of all, Professor Rivera, | welcone you to
our chanber, | welconme you and your famly and

your colleagues. And | stand today to proudly
support this nom nation, to thank the Governor
for his choice for this suprenely qualified

per son.
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And | would say to ny col |l eagues
that I have a very deep, deep disagreenment with
you. Wen you say that you want, that we want
the best, the brightest and nost qualified:
There she is.

| would say that as a Bronx
resident, to nme, that's what | call frosting on
the cake. The fact that she is as suprenely
gualified as she is and, on top of that, that she
is in our wonderful borough, I'mvery, very happy
about that. And | think that she will be a
val uabl e addition to the Court of Appeals of the
State of New York.

| do not believe, as ny coll eague
stated, that the Governor is practicing social
engi neering. Wat | think the Governor is doing
is he wants to nmake sure that we have a court
that | ooks |ike the State of New York

And actually |I have a bit of trivia
for ny coll eagues. What do Chief Judge Judith
Kaye and El ena Kagan, who is now in the
Suprene Court, have in comon with Jenny Rivera?
And if you can't guess, I'll give you a little
bit more of a clue. What do these three wonen

have in common with Robert Smith, who is also in
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the Court of Appeals? How about WIIiam
Rehnqui st? Earl Warren? Louis Brandeis?
Felix Frankfurter?

Any and all of these fol ks who have
served with great distinction either in the
Court of Appeals or in the Suprenme Court of the
United States, none of these fol ks had judici al
experience before they were nom nated to either
of these courts.

So what we have before us is soneone
that I can only hope will give us the sane type
of decisions, decisions that will certainly
impact mllions of New Yorkers for years to
come. Sonmebody who will bring her w de
experience, her broad experience, her diverse
experience into better understanding of the |aw
for the State of New York

| proudly stand here in support of
this nom nation and ask ny col |l eagues to do the
sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.
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| stand here as a menber of the
Judiciary Conmittee, a nenber for over 16 years.
And | firmy believe that this candi date received
nore scrutiny, nore review, than any candi date |
have seen in those 16 years. And it is ny
concl usion that she passed every test in a
t remendous way.

You know, we've heard repeated and
repeated that com ng fromPuerto Rico, Hi spanic
parents, going to | believe St. Mchael's
School -- we never, no other candi dates got back
into the grade and high schools -- on to
Princeton, to NYU, to Colunbia for a master's,
nine years of practice, years as a professor at
CUNY, two other stints as a visiting professor
el sewhere, a commi ssioner of human rights for the
City of New York appointed by Mayor Bl oonber g,
wor ki ng for the Attorney CGeneral in the G vi
Ri ghts Division, supervising | awers, an
adm nistrative law judge, a clerk to Sonia
Sot omayor, and on and on and on.

And then, the culmnation of that,
over five hours of testinony before our Judiciary
Commttee. That's when | really saw a

per formance, a performance of professionalism a
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performance of, as | referred to it then at the
Judiciary Conmttee, the patience of Job, to
endure repetitive questions over and over and
over, where | came to the conclusion that | have
not seen soneone with the kind of full and total
background of human |ife experiences, of
educati on, professional experiences, who is nore
qualified for the Court of Appeals.

And | believe that we will | ook back
at this day as one of the nost wonderful days,
because | think that Jenny Rivera will prove to
be one of the greatest of our Court of Appeals
judges. And | amvery proud to say that this
may be the best decision |'ve made in ny 16 years
on the Judiciary Committee by fully supporting
t he candi dacy of Jenny Rivera for the Court of
Appeal s.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Breslin.

Senat or Per ki ns.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you very
much for this opportunity.

| first want to take a nonment to

acknow edge soneone that is near and dear to ne
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who joins us today, and we served together in the
City Council, Council menber Bob Jackson. | just
want to recognize that he's here with us. In
fact, he sits with Jenny Rivera, and wanted to
make sure that he was here during this historic
nmonment in her support.

He al so happens to be a part of a
group of crazy guys that run around doi ng
mar at hons in New York City.

But you know, there's this notion of
the ol d boys' network that keeps comng up in
t hese di scussions. Wich |I'm concerned about
because, you know, it conmes up -- | nean, social
engi neering, which for ne is another termfor the
ol d boys' network. You know, and nobody seens to
have had a concern about that.

And | recently received a letter
froma friend of mne fromthe old boys' network,
soneone who | attended school wth at
Brown University, sort of the breeding ground of
that network. And he sent nme a letter in support
of Ms. Rivera.

|"mnot going to read it all, but |
just wanted to sort of bring forward the sumary,

t he concl uding sentence. And he says: "Jenny
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Ri vera would bring to the Court of Appeals her
keen intellect, insightful |egal scholarship, and
a commtment to equal justice for al

New Yorkers. We believe that her overal
experience will serve the State of New York well
as associ ate judge."

Thi s individual happens to be the
presi dent of the New York State Bar Association
Seymour W Janes, Jr.

So it would seemto nme that if
sonmeone of such outstanding | egal experience and
background -- simlar to that which many of you
who object to her have -- could find her so
well -qualified, then | can't disagree. And I
can't inmagi ne why anybody el se woul d di sagr ee,
except for the fact that perhaps she's not from
the old boys' network. And that's the type of
soci al engineering that we can't accept.

So | just wanted to nake sure that |
stood in support of her and woul d hope that ny
col | eagues do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Smith.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very

much, M. President.
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And t hank you, colleagues, thank
you, Senator Klein, for the nom nation of
Jenny Rivera. And | thank all mny coll eagues who
have spoken before nme, and so el oquently, in
ternms of her background.

In particular, Senator QGustavo
Ri vera went through a litany of justices that
have been on the bench and served with

distinction that had no prior bench experience.

And while | believe you heard him | just want to

underscore those names agai n because of the |eve

of prom nence they've reached in the |egal
pr of essi on.

W all know about Justice Earl
Warren, we know what bench he sat on all. W
know about WIIiam Rehnqui st -- probably one of
the major forefathers and authors of |egal
precedence that many of you have foll owed and
used cases and decisions to deternm ne your |egal
argunment -- as well as the person who served as
chi ef judge, Judith Kaye, who was very near and
dear to so many of us. None of which served on
t he bench prior to being on that high court.

But you know, nore inportantly, |

had a qui ck nmonent this weekend -- and |' mjust
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bringing inny little Iife experience -- and you
know we had bad weather. | was down shovel i ng
snow and did ny nei ghbors' and everything el se.
So after I was all said and done, | didn't have
nothing to do, | didn't go out to do any
political work because there was a | ot of snow
and stuff, nobody was neeting. So | watched a
novi e.

And after | saw this novie -- I'm
not going to get into what it was -- but what
happened during the novie is an individual went
t hrough a trenmendous anmount of ordeal in pursuit
of what they thought was their career and what
shoul d happen toward the pinnacle of it. And as
t hey went through all these trials and
tribulations, | thought about the hearings, |
t hought about some other stuff. And there was
one profound statenent that was nade, | guess
sonewhat in the mddle of the novie and at the
end, and it was a sinple three words. It said
"It is tine."

So | say that to ny coll eagues
today: It is time. Jenny Rivera, clearly --
sonmeone who graduated from Princeton, NYU

Columbia -- it is tinme. Sonebody who clerked for
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Soni a Sot omayor, sonmebody who's a professor at
CUNY Law School, served as Deputy Attorney
Ceneral for Cvil R ghts, ny colleagues, it is
time. Someone who al so has the distinction of
understanding the rel ati onship and the nexus
bet ween the | egal profession and common |aw in
everyday existence. M colleagues, it is tine.
So I'"m honored to stand here today,
Judge Rivera, if I can be so presunptuous, and
t hank you for your willingness to serve on this

bench, which is not an easy thing to do. The

decisions that you will face are very critica
and they will dictate the future of this state.
But | say to the Governor, | say to

Senator Klein, to Senator Bonacic, you' re doing
the right thing today, because it is tine.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Smth.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

So ny col | eagues have gone over in
broad detail the incredible qualifications of

Professor Rivera. And | actually as a politician
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usually explain that | don't get involved with
endorsi ng people for judge. Wat do | know about
being a judge? [|I'mnot even a | awer.

But | have gotten letters and calls
from al nost everyone you can i nmagi ne who
represents different fields of law -- private | aw
firms, corporation counsel, deputy mayors,
organi zations who in fact specialize in
eval uating judges. So | have no questions about
Prof essor Rivera' s qualifications.

So | just wanted to stand up and say
| know Professor Rivera fromwhen she was
starting out with the Legal Aid Society and then
the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Educati on Fund
back in the '80s, when we were both nuch, nuch
younger .

And so on top of her being an
amazingly qualified candidate to be sent to us
for confirmation today, she is also an incredibly
solid human bei ng who cares about the people of
this state, who will never do anything but nake
us unbelievably proud as a jurist on the highest
court of New York State, because her entire
career -- before | think she ever imagi ned being

a |l aw professor or nmoving to the bench -- her
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entire career has been one committed to the
peopl e of New York State, making sure they have
the opportunity to be protected under our |aws
and that our |laws are upheld at the highest and
nost conplicated standard.

So alittle bit in advance, | want
to thank Professor Rivera for what | know will be
an amazi ng career on our highest court.

Thank you very nuch. | vote yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mgoing to follow Bill Perkins'
| ead by recogni zi ng nenbers of the Legislature
that are here. And over there we see Assenbl yrman
José Rivera and Assenbl ywonman Carnmen Arroyo. So
they are here, | could imgine, or | inagine,
supporting the nom nation of Jenny Rivera.

| renmenber when CGeorge Bush was the
president, and | renmenber that he nom nated two
j udges, Hi spanics, Al berto Gonzales and M guel
Estrada, a Republican president nom nating

Hi spani ¢ j udges.
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And | renenber how the
Denocratic Party and how the nmenbers of the
Judiciary Conmttee in the Senate junped all over
t hose candi dates. | renenber how badly
criticized were those candi dates by the
Denocrati c Senate because they were nom nated by
a Republican president.

But | also renenber -- no, | don't,
no. No, | don't renenber, | don't renmenber the
Hi spani c conmunity, the Hi spanic nedia and the
Hi spanic elected officials rising up to defend
those well-qualified judges. But because they
wer e nom nated by a Republican president, and
maybe because they were Republican, the Hi spanic
pride, the H spanic heritage was negl ected by
everyone. Nobody cares.

| ama Puerto Rican, born and raised
in Bayandn, in Barrio La Cuchilla, Bayanon,
Puerto Rico. And | live in Bronx County. And if
you want to appoint, if you want to nom nate, if
you want to get a good judge of Hi spanic descent,
come to the Bronx. W have plenty. Well
gqualified, with a ot of experience, with all the
qualifications that will nake us in the H spanic

comunity proud.
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See, when President Gbama nom nat ed
Judge Sotonmayor, that was a hit. Everybody
j unped, and that was really because he got the
best in the conmunity.

In the Bronx we have Luis Gonzal ez,
with a lot of experience. Puerto Rican, |ike
me. In New York City we have Rol ando Acost a.
Dominican, |ike you {to Senator Espaillat}. W
have, in New York City, Judge Faviola Soto, the
first Dom nican woman to be elected to the
Suprene Court. In the Bronx we have Sallie
Manzanet. We have Nel son Roman, Lucindo Suarez,
Ruben Franco, Ceorge Villegas. W have plenty in
t he Bronx.

So when anyone stands up and
guestions and ask questions why, nenbers of ny
comunity junp and say that's racism that's
di scri m nati on.

That was a good nove by Governor
Cuono. You know, Covernor Cuono is the one
wi nning here. It's good for his presidential
anbi ti ons, because he put the Hi spanic nmedia and
the Hi spanic community and | eaders to fight
agai nst non- Hi spani ¢ and agai nst the Republicans,

saying "Ch, the Republicans."”
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This is not about Republicans. This
is not about Domi nicans. This is about the best
in our conmunity. This is what is best what is
sonmething -- see, Judge Rivera will be appointed
today. She will be appointed, there's no
guestion about it. The only question is that al
t he nedi a and everybody is tal king about if she
is or is she not qualified, if she's a judge, if
she worked only one year for Judge Sotomayor, if
she has all the credentials. And she will be
appoi nt ed.

But that's uncalled for. Because we
have judges in our comunity that could have been
appoi nted, and none of it has happened. None of
it has gone through.

| was a nenber of the
Judiciary Conmttee for many years until this
year that -- Sanpson appointed nme to the
Judiciary Conmttee, and I was a nmenber of the
Judiciary Conmittee until this year that ny new
boss renoved ne. It was you, Mke G anaris.
Sonmebody renoved nme fromthat commttee. That's
okay. 1've been kicked out of better places in
my life.

So, | adies and gentlenen, whatever
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happens here today -- and |'mpretty sure that
Judge Jenny Rivera will be nom nated -- we al
have to know and the people have to know t hat
there is nothing wong, nothing wong by
guestioning, by saying what is your credentials,
you should be a better candidate or should have
done ot her or whatever.

So | amnot taking this as an act of
raci smor discrimnation or Republican -- because
| -- | was hurt and angry when CGeorge Bush
appoi nted Al berto Gonzal es and M guel Estrada and
none of the Hi spanic comrunity, none of the
Hi spani ¢ newspapers, none of the Hi spanic nedia
canme to defend those judges.

So today the Governor has achieved
sonmething very inportant. All the Hi spanic
nmedi a, even Channel 47 {in Spanish} is here. And
toni ght the Governor is going to say, COh, a
triunph.

|f the Governor wanted -- if the
Governor really, really, really wanted a
Hi spanic, Luis Gonzal ez, Rolando Acosta, Faviola
Soto, Sallie Manzanet, Nel son Roman, Lucindo
Suar ez, Ruben Franco, George Villegas woul d have

gone through, snooth, through the conmttee. |'m
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pretty sure that Senator Bonacic and the nenbers
of the commttee would not have questioned them
as they did to Jenny Rivera.

So, | adies and gentlenmen, stop the
nonsense and stop this pitting conmunities
agai nst other conmunities. And there's nothing
wrong about questioning people. Questioning
credentials or questioning experience.

To Judge Jenny Rivera, | w sh her
well. She will be appointed today. And to those
of you that has cone all the way fromthe city
and fromall over to support her, where were you
when CGeorge Bush nom nated Al berto Gonzal es and
M guel Estrada?

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Adans.

SENATOR ADANS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, |'m going to thank
Senat or Perkins and Senator Rivera for their
comments, because it nmade nme think of two points
in ny |aw enforcenment career.

The first was when | was a rookie

and | wal ked inside the precinct and | saw the
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of ficers who were there, they were wal ki ng, and
t hey woul d kick the side of the soda machi ne and
get a free soda. And | saw this for about a
week. And then one day | cane in, | kicked the
machine, | got a free soda. The next day a
repai rman was there fixing that machine.

And then | think about Police
Comm ssi oner Bernie Kerik. Myor Gulian
appointed him He had a high school equival ency
di pl oma, junped over all of these experienced nmen
and wormren because G uliani felt he was the right
per son.

This term "experience and
gualification" is something that's defined by
ot hers and not the person who's naking the
deci sion who they want to sit on the court.

The Covernor decided. He nade the
determ nati on based on what he believed is needed
to make the court the type of court that we need
to nove into the new century.

Those ol d school s of thought that
are | ooki ng down on peopl e because they say they
are comrunity organi zers that rise to becone the
presi dent, that | ook down on people who have

everyday experience in their homes -- | think
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street credibility counts for sonething.

That may not fit your criteria in
experience. But | think a person who wal ks a
beat, a person who grew up in public housing, a
person who had to go through the grueling task of
rising to the point where they are -- if you | ook
under Judge Rivera's fingernails, you will see
the dirt and grime of clinbing up the nountain of
opportunity one hand at a tinme. Many of you,
your famly menbers have done the same thing.

This is the right choice. | support
that choice. And |I'msure nenbers here on both
sides of the aisle knowthis is the right
choice. She will do this state proud.

Congratul ati ons to you, Judge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Look, this has been tal ked about
extensively today and over the extensive
hearings. Professor Rivera' s qualifications are
in fact stellar. Her professional experience,
fromserving with great distinction as the head

of the AGs Civil R ghts Bureau to years focusing
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on civil rights law and civil litigation, is
critically inportant.

This idea that suddenly the nunber
of trials that you' ve gone through is the
gqualificationis in conflict with the way that we
al ways choose and neasure judges.

But there's one other point that |
want to make that hasn't been nmade today.

Prof essor Rivera grew up in nmy district, in a

pl ace call ed the Baruch Houses, which is a public
housi ng devel opnment in the heart of the

Lower East Side. And let ne tell you, it's a
tough place. It was a tough place when

Prof essor Rivera was growing up, it's still a

t ough pl ace today.

Peopl e don't cone out of
Baruch Houses and have the career that
Prof essor Rivera has had just by skating by.

That is not a thin qualification. It is an
extraordi nary personal story, and a neani ngful
one.

The fact that Professor Rivera cane
fromthe heart of the Lower East Side, came from
a tough public housing devel opnent and has had

the career she has and has now been nom nated and
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put forward by the Governor to serve on the
state's highest court, is in and of itself, in
addition to the other qualifications, an
important one. And it is an inspirational one.

And so | hope that today, while
we're all up here making our speeches, there are
kids on the Lower East Side, there are kids in
Baruch Houses and the other public housing
devel opnents, ki ds whose parents have just cone
here fromlands far away, who are watchi ng.
Because it's not easy, and you have to have an
extraordinary work ethic and some pretty
extraordinary talent, as Professor Rivera shows.
But it is possible to rise fromthat place, from
that tough, tough life on the Lower East Side to
the state's highest court.

It's a wonderful nonent, and one
that I hope many kids across the state and
certainly on the Lower East Side will take to
heart .

Thank you, Professor Rivera, for
t hat experience. Thank you for serving. Thank
you for agreeing to serve. And | look forward to
voting aye for your nom nation.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Sqguadron.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise in support of the nom nee.
And | won't repeat so nuch of what's already been
sai d.

But in | ooking over the
qgualifications of the candidate, what strikes ne
is the amount of experience, grassroots | egal
experience, that the nom nee has. And to ne,
that is sonething that sets her apart, sonething
t hat hel ps her to understand the very people and
situations that she will eventually be sitting in
j udgnment of .

Because it won't be nunbers, books
or accounts that she will be sitting in judgnment
of, it will be humanity. It wll be real
situations. And her experience, her resune
speaks to the | evel of humanity that she has and
t hat she's experienced over the years.

So | stand in support because |
believe she'll be a trenmendous judge and she will

excel on the Court of Appeals.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO  Thank you,
Senat or Serrano.

Senat or Sanpson.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise in support of this
nom nati on. And when | see Professor Rivera, |
see a woman who has a wealth of |ife experience,
someone who nmay have been born in poverty but did
not stay in poverty. Sonmeone who educated
t hensel ves to the point where she has been
nom nated to the Court of Appeals.

And, you know, | respect ny
col | eague Senat or Bonacic, the chair of the
Judiciary Conmttee, because he really takes
t hese nom nations, these appointnents very
seriously. And we're | ooking to make sure that
we get the best and the brightest on the bench.

And, you know, when we tal k about
soci al engineering, to ne it's not soci al
engineering, it's called diversity. It's about
maki ng sure that we have a body that is
reflective of all people in the State of

New Yor k.
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We can tal k about experience. You
know, the bottomline is this. Wen you're a
justice, associate judge on the Court of Appeals,
you have three things that you look at: Merit,
the rule of law, and precedent. That's what you
base your decisions upon. You can be a professor
in academ a, you can be a litigator, but nost of
all, if you do not have the ability and
understand that irrespective of your background,
irrespective of your ideology, we're taught that
you gui de on three principles when nmaking a
decision. And these decisions have to be based
upon three principles.

And | can understand my col | eague's
concern about the question of judicial activism
But when you're a professor, you always want to
provoke thought in all of your students. You
want themto -- and we all have that opportunity,
especially as litigators. Especially, we | ook
for sonething that's not there so we can
represent our clients to the fullest extent.

So, Professor Rivera, | want to
commend you on doing sonething that a | ot of
peopl e have had the opportunity to, but you have

excel | ed about that, and that is making sure you
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never forget where you cone from

So | want to thank you, because you
could have went to a white-shoe law firm you
coul d have been a partner in one of those big | aw
firms. But you chose to be a professor who
understands it is inportant to shape the m nds of
t he young people that we are | ooking forward to
represent us throughout this state and throughout
this country.

So | just want to congratulate the
nom nee on hopefully her appointment to the Court
of Appeal s.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.
Sonetimes we | ose sight, | believe, of what the
pur pose of our being in a particular position and
what our responsibility is. And sonetines in
this job enptions are high on both sides of an
i ssue. But each one of us, | believe, is trying
to make a decision in good faith based upon what
the i ssue nmay be.

In this case, the issue is whether

or not this individual should be confirned as a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

496

Court of Appeal s appointee. Nothing nore,
nothing less. And the responsibility of the
State Senate and each Senator, based on his or
her particular feelings, is to nake a

determ nation on that point.

Now, there's been nuch said about a
woman who had a dream and cane fromthe public
housi ng and had all of this background, in the
trenches on the issues that she dealt with. But
| kind of think -- | nmay be wong, because |
hadn't tal ked to any of these people -- but the
ot her potential nom nees, Sheila Abdus-Sal aam |
t hi nk she probably had a dream at one tinme in her
life too, to beconme a nenber of the highest court
of this state.

O how about Rol ando Acosta?

t hi nk he probably had a dream sonetine -- | don't
know where he cane from or what his upbringing
was -- to beconme a nenber of the highest court of
the State of New York

And | can go through the entire
list, or the Iist of individuals that Senator
Diaz nmentioned. |'msure they had a dream And
|"msure their circunmstances growi ng up were

probably difficult as well.
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Now, that's all very interesting,
and it's all something that people can consider.
But it seens to nme that this appointnment to the
hi ghest court of the state, you' ve got to pick
t he best possible and confirmthe best possible
candi dates for that particular position. No
matter what their aspirations during their
lifetime may be, but what they have acconpli shed
during their lifetine.

And with a Court of Appeals judge,
it's not just deciding issues on what you' ve
studied in one narrow area of the law. The
broader the experience or the judicial experience
that you have bodes well for you in getting that
nom nation, | thought. 1 thought.

Now, | think what people who happen
to be -- including nyself -- who happen to be
voting no are voting on is that this is not the
best candi date, period. There's all kinds of
wonderful attributes that this candidate has --
but in conparison to the other potential nom nees
that are out there, then that is a decision that
everybody has to make.

| think if you don't have judicial

experience, you at |east have to have a broad
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range of experience in the courtroom because
you're going to make deci sions on a broad range
of things. But that's ny particular point of
Vi ew.

| for one don't believe that there
shoul d be an Italian-American seat, an Hi spanic
seat. And then according to her own witings, is
that Hi spanic seat Puerto Rican, is it Mexican
is it whatever subclassifications, according to
her own witing? There just isn't enough seats
on the Court of Appeals to do that. But that's
the way | believe. That's the way | believe.

However, if the decision is nade
that this is going to be an Hi spanic that is
going to be appointed by the Governor of the
State of New York -- and that's obvious, no one
can deny that -- then shouldn't it be the best
possi bl e candi date that he could appoint? And |

don't think this candidate is the is the best.

Now, | hope the Governor -- |I'm
sure -- | don't know what he'll do, but he may
take affront at my remarks. | have stood here

for every nom nee, whether it's for a judge,
whether it's fromthe Finance Comm ttee,

consi stently praising the Governor on his

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

499

deci si ons because he's nade sone phenonenal
appointnments to key positions in the State of
New York. The Court of Appeals position is
sonmet hing that we should hang very hi gh and get
t he best possible qualifications.

Lastly, as a |awer who did a | ot of

trial work, | struggled for years trying to
interpret decisions of the court. | struggled
for years. | know Appellate Division judges and

trial-level judges struggle to try to interpret
the witings of the Court of Appeals: Wat did
they mean by that? Wat's the | egal precedent
mean?

And with all due respect, |I've read
her witings, because | haven't -- there's no
judicial decisions, and | don't think they're
clear. | don't think they're precise. | don't
think they're going to be able to give the
gui dance that |ower courts and | awers wll need.

So for the sinple reason in this
particular case, ny job is to determ ne whet her
or not | believe this person should be el evated
to the Court of Appeals. | do not believe so.
There are nmany ot her Hi spanics, nmany other -- and

ot her ethnic groups that certainly are nore
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gual i fi ed.

So for that reason and those reasons
that | just nentioned, and much of what Senator
John Bonacic had said earlier, I"mgoing to vote
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
guestion is on the nom nation of Jenny Rivera to
the New York State Court of Appeals. Al present
signify by saying aye if you are in favor.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Nay if
opposed.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mont gonery, why do you rise?

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: | would Iike
to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. I will
al l ow you the opportunity to speak.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.

M. President, | have personally not
nmet Jenny Rivera, but | see her qualifications
and |'ve heard ny col |l eagues speak so el oquently
on all of them And | certainly appreciate the

many years that she has had and the depth and
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breadth of her experience, so |I'm happy to
support this nom nation.

|, having had the experience nyself

as an African-Anmerican wonan, when you get to the

certain point where it's tine for you to break
the ceiling or nove up, they say you just didn't
have the right experience, you didn't have that
many years enough, you didn't have the proper
experience -- there's always an excuse. This is
the ol dest line in the book when you don't want
to vote or to all ow sonmeone to nove in position

So, M. President, | don't know her
personal Iy, but | amvery proud to be able to
stand here today in this chanber and vote for a
woman who is emnently qualified to be on the
Court of Appeals. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Montgonery.

Havi ng heard the ayes and the nays,
having called for themand heard them the ayes
have it. Jenny Rivera is hereby confirnmed as a
New York State Court of Appeal s judge.

(Sust ai ned appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO May |

have order, please.
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On behalf of the Senate of the State
of New York, we'd |ike to extend our
congratul ati ons and best w shes to Professor
Rivera. Professor Rivera is here today with her
domestic partner, Audie Serrano, as well as close
friends and col |l eagues fromthe CUNY | aw system

Congr at ul ati ons agai n, Professor
Ri vera, and good | uck.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO May |
have order in the chanber.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President. W do have a cal endar to go
over.

Coul d we pl ease have the readi ng of
t he noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 15,
by Senator Fuschillo, Senate Print 772, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 15, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Adans, Espaillat, G pson,
Hoyl man, Mont gonery, Perkins, Squadron and
Tkaczyk. Also Senator --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO ' m goi ng
to ask for order in the house. Please |eave the
chanber if you're conducting business. Menbers,
pl ease take your seats.

THE SECRETARY: Al so Senat or
Par ker .

Ayes, 52. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 18,
by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 1519, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Cal |l the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 19,
by Senator DeFranci sco, Senate Print 1790, an act
to anend the Navi gation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Call the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 20,
by Senator Bonacic, Senate Print 1878, an act to
anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60. Nays,

1. Senator Parker recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 21,
by Senat or Addabbo, Senate Print 1919, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This act
shal | take effect imrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 23,

by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 2503, an act to
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amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read t he
| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays,
2. Senators Montgonery and Parker recorded in
t he negati ve.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.
Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.
| s there any further business at the
desk?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. There is
no further business before the desk.
SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time, on behalf of Senator Klein,
Senat or Skelos, | hand up the follow ng conmttee

assignments and ask that such assignnents be
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filed in the Journal

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, So

or der ed.
Senat or Li bous.
SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
t here being no further business, | nove that the

Senat e adjourn until Tuesday, February 12th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, February 12th, at 11:00 a. m

Senat e adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 4:59 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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