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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Pl ease rise for the Pledge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Fl ag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Today's invocation will be given
by the Most Reverend W I Iiam Miurphy, Bishop
of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, which
i ncl udes Nassau and Suffol k Counties. Bishop
Mur phy has been bi shop of the diocese since
Sept enber 5, 2001, and, with H s Em nence
Cardi nal Dol an and the other New York
bi shops, conpose the New York State Catholic
conf erence.

Pl ease wel come Bi shop Mur phy.

(Appl ause.)
Bl SHOP MURPHY: In the interests
of full disclosure, | will admt that |'ma

constituent of the 9th Senate District.
(Laught er; appl ause.)
Bl SHOP MURPHY: But | prom sed

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

Senator Skelos that | will be brief and that this
prayer will have a beginning, a mddle and an
end.

Bl essed are You, Lord, God of all
creation, whose goodness fills our hearts this
day with joy and hope. Blessed are You for You
have brought us to this day to work in harnony
and peace.

The nenbers of this august Senate
come fromall parts of the great State of
New York, O Lord. They represent the traditions
of two great political parties, with all of the
richness, variety, and points of view and
pl et hora and pl ans and projects, hopes, and
dreans that nake up the political process.

Bl essed are You who bring them al
together in relationships old and new,
friendshi ps | ong-standi ng and just begi nni ng,
responsibilities cormmon to all.

In You, Lord our God, all things
have their begi nning, continuation, and end.
Grace us with Your saving presence and hel p them
wi th Your constant help so that together they may
work and pray and share ideas and insights in

such a way that they will show respect to one
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anot her, esteem for each person's dignity, with a
common comm trment to deal honestly, justly with
one anot her.

May their justice be inspired by
wi sdom and may their courage be gui ded by
prudence so that they may, in all that they say
and do during this session, build up a rnutual
commtnment to work for all the citizens of our
state and for the common good of all.

Lord, may everything that we all do,
the menbers of this Senate as well as al
citizens of New York, begin with Your inspiration
and continue with Your help so that all our
prayers and works beginning in You may be happily
ended.

G ory and praise to You forever and
ever, and may we all say anen

THE ASSEMBLAGE: Amen.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Bi shop.

Wl come to the first session of
2013.

And due to the Governor's State of
the State speech, | have to step away, so |'d
li ke to ask Senator John Fl anagan to pl ease step

up and preside over the Senate.
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Senat or ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Chai r now hands down a nessage fromthe State
Board of El ections, being the official
certification of the duly el ected nenbers of the
Senate, and directs that the sane be filed.

And | would state for the record
that M. Amedore's certification is contained in
the board's certification pending a judicial
deci si on.

So ordered.

|"d like to ask if there are any
Senat ors present who have not taken their oaths
of office to please rise.

Seei ng none, the Secretary will call
the roll to ascertain a quorum

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Adans.

SENATOR ADAMS: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

SENATOR ADDABBO. Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Avel | a.

SENATOR AVELLA: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ball.

SENATOR BALL: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bonaci c.
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Carl ucci .

DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR BONACI C Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Boyl e.
SENATOR BOYLE: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Breslin.
SENATOR BRESLI N: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Di az.
SENATOR DI AZ: Presente.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Dil an.
SENATOR DI LAN: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Espaill at.
SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Farl ey.
SENATOR FARLEY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fel der.
SENATOR FELDER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fl anagan.
SENATOR FLANAGAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fuschi |l o.
SENATOR FUSCHI LLG Her e.
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THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GALLI VAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR G ANARI S
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR G PSON:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CGRI FFO
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CGRI SANTI :
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HANNON:
THE SECRETARY:

Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOMPSON:

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HOYLMAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KENNEDY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KLEI N:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KRUEGER

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.
Senat or

Her e.

Gal | i van.

G anari s.

G pson.

Col den.

Giffo.

Gisanti.

Hannon.

Her e.

Hoyl man.

Kennedy.

Kl ei n.

Krueger.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lati ner.

SENATOR LATI MER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Her e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Skel os, a quorumis present.

"' mgoing to hand down a
communi cation fromthe Governor of the State of
New York, and the Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: "Dear Senators:

"I would appreciate the privilege of
the presence of all the Menbers of the New York
State Senate at the Enpire State Plaza Convention
Center on January 9, 2013 at 1:30 p. m

“"Very truly yours, Andrew M Cuono."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: To be
filed in the Journal

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
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M. President.

At this time | hand up the foll ow ng
resolution and ask that the title be read. And |
nove for its imredi ate adoption, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Cerk will read.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or G anaris, why do you rise?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Poi nt of order.
s this the resolution to select the Tenporary
President, or what exactly -- where are we in the
process?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Secretary will read the title.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senators Skelos and Klein to adopt the Rul es
of the Senate for the years 2013-2014.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
believe there's a substitute resolution at the
desk. | ask that the title of that resolution be
read and nove for imedi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senator G anaris, your resolution is out of

order. And we will npve on Senator Libous's
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resol ution.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
|"d like to appeal your ruling and be given the
opportunity to be heard on it, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe we're about to consider
rules that we have had about 12 hours to
consider. And by all accounts, these rules
contain historically unprecedented changes to the
way this chamber functions.

Now, we certainly understand that
majority rules in this house, and those who have
the votes can draft rules and pass them as they
see fit. But in the interests of transparency,
in the interests of small D denocracy, | think it
woul d only be appropriate, where we're
consi dering sonething historically unprecedented
in the history of this chanber, that every nenber
be given the opportunity to study these rul es,
whi ch are 26 pages |ong, analyze them and have a
proper discussion on this floor about them

In that vein, the substitute
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resolution which | offered that you have rul ed
out of order would put into place the rules that
were in place last year, word for word, with an
expiration date of Monday, so that this entire
chanber can have the next few days to reviewthe
proposed rul es and we can have a proper
di scussi on not on a day when we have to nove
qgui ckly out of the chamber in order to attend the
Governor's State of the State speech.

| don't believe it would hinder the
proceedi ngs of this house in any way to do that.
And | would ask that we be given that
opportunity. It is exactly what was done two
years ago. The final rules of this house were
not adopted until January 30th two years ago.
And the rules as they existed prior to that were
kept in place for that interimperiod. And |
woul d ask that we be given that opportunity
agai n.

And therefore, I would like to
advocate a vote overruling your ruling,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

The question is on the appeal of the
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ruling of the chair. Those in favor of
overruling the chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we have a
show of hands, M. President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Al
those in favor of overruling the chair please
rai se your hands.

(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Chair is sustained.

Senat or Li bous, on your resolution.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Those
opposed?

Senat or Krueger, why do you rise?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe at the
nmonment it's a point of order, because | was under
the inpression we were going to have an
opportunity to debate the resolution. So |I'ma
little confused about an imediate calling of a
vote on a resolution.

My question is, where are we in that

process?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Krueger, the resolution is before the
body. | noved for passage of that resolution
because no one had risen to speak.

SENATOR KRUEGER: " msorry,

M. President. [|I'mjust getting clarification
from counsel

|"msorry, M. President. You
didn't ask, when you were calling the resolution
whet her there were any nenbers who wanted to
speak on the resolution. So |I'm asking now, may
| pl ease have an opportunity to raise questions
and speak on the resol ution?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

And just, again, point of order
before | start. My | have the opportunity to
ask questions about the Rules resolution in
addition to speaking on it?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Krueger, to your inquiry, yes, you may
speak on the resolution and you nmay ask questions

as wel | .
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

So as ny coll eague Senator G anari s
nmenti oned, we only received these rules -- to be
fair, | received an enail | believe with a copy
at around m dnight, but | confess |I had fallen
asleep, so | didn't actually see themtill this
norni ng. Sonme of ny other coll eagues m ght have
been up later than |

So | only have sone initial
guestions today that will no doubt require nore
t hought by all of us to really understand
substantive changes in these rules as being
pr oposed.

So really ny first question is about
something that | didn't see in the rules, which
was any of the details of power sharing in the
new Coalition Majority. There is explanation of
Coalition Majority, but there's no details about
t he power sharing that we have actually read
about in the papers.

And in fact when | did read the
newspaper this norning, I was told that there's
an MOU, nenorandum of understandi ng, that

actually lays out much of nore of the details
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since it was absent in the rul es.
So my we -- I'msorry, who am |

aski ng questions of, M. President? Senator

Skel 0s?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:
Senat or Hannon. Senator Krueger, | believe
Senat or Hannon or Senator Val esky will be happy

to answer questions.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So through you, M. President.
Senat or Hannon, can have | have a copy of the MOU
that |ays out the details that we do not have in
front of us today?

SENATCOR HANNON: First of all,

M. President, let nme point out that these rules
are historically different because there is now a
Majority Coalition. And that is the ngjor

change, because of the alignment of the
Republ i cans and the | ndependent Denocratic
Coal i ti on.

So that's the major thing that takes
pl ace. Everything flows fromthat, although
there are sone major innovative procedural rights
that are now given to nmenbers in regard to

bringing i ssues before the floor, bringing issues
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to the floor, bringing issues to the conmttees
and causing public hearings to take place --
unpr ecedent ed denocracy being visited with each
of the menbers.

The question you asked is about
sonmething that's not in the rules. And |
understand in order to have a Majority Coalition
there has to be di scussions anong the nenbers of
the coalition. And | understand those
di scussi ons have taken place. Sonetinmes they may
have or may not have reduced it to paper, but |
don't think it's ever been final, because this is
a process of ongoing consultation anong the
nmenbers of the Majority Conference, and that's
going to have to take pl ace.

So there is no nmenorandumto give
you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, ny understanding is whether or not
there's a docunent in place that may be evol ving,
currently it is secret and we may not see a

menor andum of under st andi ng.

SENATOR HANNON: There's no
secrets, Senator.

SENATOR KRUEGER: You know, | have
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atimelimt --

SENATOR HANNON: There's no secrets
to anything. 1It's a question of how do people
wor k toget her, how does this body function to
di scharge its obligation under the Constitution
to do the business of the people and also to
organize in a way that Article 3, Section 9
requires it to doit. And that's what's taking
pl ace.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | couldn't
agree --

SENATCOR HANNON: So di scussi ons
t hat take place anbng --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Krueger and Senat or Hannon, we have an
extrenely busy day ahead of us. | would request
everyone to go through the chair.

Senat or Krueger, are you asking
Senat or Hannon to continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Hannon, will you vyield?
SENATOR HANNON: Yes.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or

Krueger.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

And | certainly agree with Senator
Hannon, the rules are intended to rmake explicit
how this | egislative body functions. Wich is
why it's so inportant for us all to have a chance
to see it in witing, have nore than 12 hours, or
per haps have a chance to see docunents that we
are not being provided at this point.

Senat or Hannon al ready rai sed ny
next question. He says it denocratizes the
process and makes it easier to acconplish things
and bring to the fl oor.

Now, quite a few sections of this
new rul es changes the formula for votes froma
sinple mpjority to a 3/5 supernmgjority nodel

So under the old rules, you could
bring a notion to the floor for consideration of
bills with a sinple ngjority. That has noved to
three-fifths, meaning it would require 38 out of
63 nenbers. How does that nake it sinpler to
bring things to the floor if you need a 3/5 vote,
a superngjority?

SENATOR HANNON: It's nore widely
avai l able. And by adding in a requirenent that

allows one-third of the menbers of a commttee to
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put an issue on the commttee agenda, it starts
t he whol e process for policy formation, for
policy debate, for bringing things. Once it's
been brought before a commttee, if that
committee approves, then it's going to have a
certain inpetus that issues tend to gather
because of the work of the menmbers and the work
of the press.

And that's why it would ultimately
wind up with greater considerations than we've
had before.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, does the sponsor know that the old
rules allowed the rule if one-third of the
menbers of a commttee petitioned? That's the
case. So that's not new, we had that.

But does he know that now, even when
that takes place, it nust go to the Secretary of
the Senate and the Tenporary President? |'mjust
trying to get the specific section to point out
that they have to approve the hearing.

So previously conmittee chairs
actually had the authority to approve
commttees. But we are taking away power from

the commttee chair, and they only can request a
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heari ng, which can be turned down. |[|s that
i mproved denocracy?

SENATCOR HANNON: First of all, |
don't believe your interpretation of the rules is
correct. The question of the petitions going to
the Secretary of the Senate is for adm nistrative
convenience. |It's not to give that Secretary of
the Senate any greater power, it's sinply to
receive and transmt. Wichis, frankly, a
function of a mnisterial officer rather than the
function of the chair of a commttee.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And t he speaker
also -- excuse ne, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Krueger, are you asking Senator Hannon to
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, thank you,
M. President, | am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Hannon.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So Senat or Hannon
also said that it will nmake it easier for bills
to come to the floor or to attenpt to notion them
to the floor.

Now, we've already noved in these
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rules froma 50 percent sinple ngjority to a 3/5
supernmgjority, which nakes it statistically

al nost inpossible to happen. And we've reduced

t he nunber that you can try, because now a nenber
can only notion for chanber consideration -- two
al l oned per day, nmust serve witten notice of one
| egi sl ative cal endar day. And you are only
entitled, | believe, per Senator to nake three
notions per year on bringing bills to the floor.
It was unlimted before.

Now, granted, it was unlimted but
you needed 50 percent nmgjority. So | can't even
remenber in ny time here when we were successfu
in mnority in getting a win on a sinple
maj ority.

But under the newrules, |, Liz
Krueger, would only have the opportunity on three
bills per year, and | would need a three-fifths
majority for it to pass. So how is that opening
up the process?

SENATOR HANNON: well, first of
all, 1"'mglad you' ve had a chance to read through
the rul es, although whatever | say is bl ack
you'll say is white, and vice versa.

Howis it -- what it will do with
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the three opportunities is say to each nenber,
These are ny nost inportant issues, these are the
things that | really want to have consi dered.

Under the past practices, we found
out that sonetinmes a nenber would petition for
everything, all of his or her bills. So that was
not adding to the process, that was not adding to
the policy debate that we want to see happeni ng.

Take the issues that are nost
i nportant and put them forward.

SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President,
through you. | think I will speak on the bil
because | respect how short our tinme frane is and
t he i nmportance of our getting done in order to go
to the CGovernor's State of the State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Krueger on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| want to thank Senator Hannon for
his cooments. | clearly do not agree with his
interpretation of what these rules are.

But I1'll start with the fact that
there's not that nuch different, so nmaybe he and
| could agree on that. The actual power-sharing

details are not there. Perhaps we will |earn
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about that in a future docunent nade public to us
all; perhaps not.

There are several changes that
change the fornula froma sinple majority to a
supernmgjority requiring 38 out of 63 votes.
believe that's unprecedented in other
| egi sl atures throughout the country for basic
process. And | will take a projection today that
not hi ng noves with a supermajority.

So ironically, even though we've
created three conferences in this set of rules,
the math is such that there isn't any way for a
third conference to have an inpact on the votes,
because you need 38. So you're not going to have
any actual votes on policy, procedure, process of
this |l egislature where a third conference can
make a difference, just for the record. So I'm
not sure | would have agreed to that.

It does reduce the ratio of funding
for the Denocratic Conference to significantly
| oner than | ast session, where it was 33 percent
of the central staff distribution to the
Denocrats. And they've |lowered it to 30.

For the record, we will be -- we are

42 percent of this house, and our percentage wl|l
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go up dependi ng on the outconme of the unresol ved
case for the 46th District. So having 30 percent
of the resources to provide the services to our
constituents in our districts we feel is a

bl atant violation of the distribution of
denocracy, snall D.

The concept that you need
three-fifths majority for bringing a bill to
actually just a third reading on the cal endar,
not an actual vote on the floor, certainly is not
an increase of opportunity for nmenbers to be able
to bring bills to the floor for a vote.

Comm ttee representation has a new
provi sion saying that it can be -- excuse ne.
There are sone changes to conmittee
representation, but | actually think it decreases
t he power of individual committees. It makes it
nore conplicated for committees to do their job
and try to nove bills through to public hearings
and to the floor even if a third of the nmenmbers
wi sh to.

It gives powers that are currently
in the hands of the President Pro Temto the
Secretary of the Senate.

Now | woul d ask, why woul d the
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President Pro Temwant to give up their power and
their authority? And if we're having two | ater
t oday, why would two of themwant to give it up?

Well, here's the answer. The
Secretary of the Senate is hired and reports
directly to only one of the President Pro Tens;
that is, Dean Skel os, the head of the majority
Republican Party. So if you give the powers from
the President Pro Temor renove it fromthe
| egi slative process and give it to the Secretary
of the Senate, then you're actually allow ng one
entity to control all those deci sions.

Now, a lot of it is admnistrative,
one can argue. But two that stood out to ne
i mredi ately woul d be who deci des whet her the
public and reporters are allowed on the floor of
the Senate or whether they will be shut out.

Now, | actually don't really accept
any scenario where the public and the process
shoul d be shut out of the Senate. But it's very
disturbing to ne that that will no | onger even be
within the |legislative purview of the rul es but
rather sinply at the deci sion-making of the
Secretary of the Senate hired directly by

Senat or Skel os.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

26

Because | believe you need a very,
very strong set of requirenents in order to shut
the public and the press out of the floor of the
Senate. W are doing the people's business. It
shoul d be done in public.

It al so noves the authority about
what goes on the Internet -- what public hearing
announcenents, what information flows through the
Internet -- again to the Secretary of the
Senate. Sone of those powers now are currently
within sinply the Bill Drafting Comm ssion and
the Legislative Library.

|"mvery concerned that we're
attenpting to politicize and control the flow of
i nformation through the Internet, which we know
in the 21st century is in fact the nost w dely
used source of information about |egislative
busi ness, about bills, about announcenents about
publ i ¢ hearings, about the recording of our
committees and what goes on on the floor.

So when you tie together that you're
giving the power to the Secretary of the Senate
to deci de what gets tel evised, who can be here
| istening, what goes on the Internet, this is

very disturbing to ne. | have to say this is
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probably the nost disturbing change that | see
now right nowin the rules, because by and |arge
there's not very nuch that different.

In fact, since | heard nenbers of
the new Coalition Majority tal king about being
committed to bipartisan governnent that places
progress over politicking, | was actually
expecting sonething that would revol utionize the
Senat e and perhaps could nove us forward into a
post-partisan era of cooperation where we're
i ndi vidually enpowered to deal with inportant
i ssues, get votes done, and debate the bills that
deserve being debated in the public that can be
seen on Internet and the press.

But that's not what | see here. |I'm
reserving conpl ete judgnment, because as we
al ready said, we feel that there was not enough
time at all for anyone, including the public, to
review what's actually in the rule changes. But
nostly what |"'mtelling you | see is sane old,
sanme ol d.

The rul es of the chanber were
provided to us in the mddle of last night and
then were | eaked to the nedia, sort of sanme old,

same old. They didn't reformthe operations of
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the chanber. 1In fact, there were steps taken
backwards, away fromreforns previously enbraced
by both Denpocrat and Republican majorities. They
once again take resources fromthe mnority in an
attenpt to further disenfranchise our
constituents and make it even harder for duly

el ected Denocratic nenbers of the Senate to

anal yze | egi sl ation and present our own

| egi sl ation.

They nove us further than ever
before in the direction of institutionalizing
Republ i can control of this body and |egislative
operations, with new provisions |ike a
supernmgjority requirenent is required to change
the rules in any way, sharply limting the
menbers' ability to even petition for open
consideration of their bills, putting a partisan
Secretary of the Senate in charge of even the
nost basic functions.

The Majority Coalition could have
proved us wong and taken this chanber in a bold
new direction. |Instead, we're taking a trip back
intinme to the bad old Al bany.

The Denocratic Conference will

continue to work for the progressive changes
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New Yorkers voted for, and will continue to offer
productive solutions, not the same old | ate-night
Al bany power plays and |ast mnute

bai t - and- swi t ches.

Thank you, M. President. 1'Il be
voti ng no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

The question is on the resolution.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Al
those in favor of the resolution please raise
your hands.

(Rai se of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Al
t hose in opposition please raise your hands.

(Rai se of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Clerk will announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 36.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or Li bous, the resolution is adopted.

Senat or Skel os, | would ask that you

now rise and state for the record that you are in
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fact the Republican Conference |eader.

SENATCR SKELOCS: Yes, | have been
el ected by nmy col |l eagues as Republican Conference
| eader .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Thank
you. Congratul ati ons.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Let the
record and the appl ause reflect the fact that
Senat or Skel os is the Republican Conference
| eader .

Senator Klein, I would ask that you
rise and state for the record that you are the
| ndependent Denocratic Conference | eader.

SENATCR KLEI N: M. President, | am
t he I ndependent Denocratic Conference | eader.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:
Congrat ul ati ons, and thank you.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Let the
record as well reflect the fact that
Senator Klein is the I ndependent Denocratic
Conf erence | eader.

And Senator Stewart-Cousins, | would

ask that you rise and state for the record that
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you are in fact the Denocratic Conference | eader.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yes, | am
t he Denocratic Conference | eader.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Let the
record reflect as well that Senator
Stewart-Cousins is the duly el ected | eader of the
Denocrati c Conference.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

| believe | have a resolution at the
desk, and | would ask that the title be read and
we nove for its inmedi ate adoption

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Secretary will read the resolution.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senators Libous and Val esky, providing for the
el ection of Dean G Skel os and Jeffrey D. Klein
as alternating Tenporary President of the Senate
for the years 2013-2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senat or G anaris, why do you rise?
SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |

believe there's a substitute resolution at the
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desk. | ask that the title be read and nove for
its i mredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Secretary will read the resolution.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: On unani nous
consent, we will allow the substitute resolution
to be read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: On
unani nous consent, the resolution will be read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senator G anaris, providing for the election
of Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins as Tenporary
President and Majority Leader of the Senate for
2013-2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Senator G anaris, | assume that you would like to
be heard on this resolution.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | woul d,

M. President. Thank you very nuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:
Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thi s resol ution
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contains a historic nomnation. As it is a day
of unprecedented activity in this chanber, we
shoul d have one nore. And that is for the first
time in the history of New York State, a wonan is
bei ng nom nated to be a legislative | eader in
t hi s chanber.

(Sust ai ned appl ause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: And whil e that
is certainly noteworthy and cause for the
appl ause we just heard, let's be clear: This is
no ordi nary woman that's bei ng nom nated here.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns has a di stingui shed career not
only here as a colleague in the State Senate, but
t hroughout her life, which started with hunble
begi nni ngs and saw her rise to be a trenmendous
| eader in New York State governnent.

Among her background she's served as
a teacher, showi ng that trenendous |ove she has
in caring for the youth of our state, as well as
a journalist, which we will try not to hold
agai nst her.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: But her work as
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a public servant is what stands out the npbst, not
only here in the Senate but as a nmenber of the
West chester County Legi slature. She has been a
chanpi on of human rights, living wage | aws,
snoke-free workpl aces, prosecuting predatory

| enders, tax cuts for seniors and veterans, and
perhaps nost tinmely and nost inportantly as we
stand here today, a | eader in toughening the gun
| aws of our state.

It is a great honor for ne to have
t he opportunity to place her name in nom nation
to be the Tenporary President of this body. And
| would ask all mny colleagues in this chanber to
recogni ze the historic nature of this nom nation
and vote to el ect Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Tenporary President of the Senate. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
guestion is on the substitute resolution offered
by Senator G anaris. Al those in favor of that
resol ution --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Show of hands,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: -- with

a show of hands, signify by raising your hands.
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(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Al
t hose opposed.

(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
substitute resolution is defeated.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 26.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous, your resolution is before the house.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President --
"' m sorry.

SENATCR LI BOUS: Go ahead, Senator.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | would like to
make a notion to divide the question contained in
this resolution into two separate resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
G anaris, your notion is out of order. This is a
privileged question before the house, and there
are no subsidiary notions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | would like to

appeal the decision of the chair and be given a
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brief opportunity to explain ny appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Through customand tradition in this
house, we have referred to authorities to dictate
t he procedures of this house. One of the -- in
fact, the nmain authority we've used has been
Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure. It is
particularly authoritative in this case because
we have rules that were adopted only nonents ago
that many of us have not had a chance to review.

Mason's is very clear that when nore
t han one question is contained in a resolution
that any nmenber may call for its division so that
each question nay be voted upon separately
wi t hout being conpelled to accept matters
enbraced in other parts of the nmeasure.

In fact, Section 313, subdivision 3
of Mason's specifically addresses the exact type
of resolution that is before us at this noment.
And it says wherever there are several namnes
contained in a question, they nmust on denand be

put to a vote separately.
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In this case we have two nanes in
nom nation on this resolution to be elected to
one position. It seens like it's sonething very
specifically contenplated by Mason's and
sonmet hing that, on the demand of any nenber,
shoul d be separated into two separate votes.

| as a nmenber of this body make such
a demand, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
guestion is on the appeal of the ruling of the
chair.

Senator G anaris, | don't want to
make any assunptions, but | assume you woul d want
a hand vote as well?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Those
in favor of overruling the chair signify by
rai si ng your hands.

(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Those

opposed?

(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Clerk will announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 26.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Chair is sustained.

Senat or Li bous, your resolution is
bef ore the house.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous, the title has been read and the
resolution is before the house.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| stand to speak on this historic

resol ution, sonething that's never been done in
this chanber before, to set up what we have as
not only a coalition governnent but the
Tenporary President in the names of Dean Skel os
and Jeff Kl ein.

| want to speak about Dean Skel os.
And, M. President, | want to state that at no
time shall nore than one of the coalition
| eaders, Senator Skel os or Senator Klein, serve
as Tenporary President.

For the | ast several years,
Senat or Skel os has | ed this house and our

conference. He has because a very dear friend to
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me and to everyone in the Republican Conference.

During very difficult tines over the
| ast two years he has showed his | eadership by
wor king with the Denocratic Governor and hel pi ng
this state nove forward by getting two early
on-tinme budgets, budgets w thout tax increases,
changing the direction, the fiscal direction of
the state, protecting our children, and doing so
many things that this state had needed for so,
many years and such a long tine.

It's because of his |eadership of
this conference that we have noved this state in
a position where we can continue to nove forward
and do great things. Senator Skel os possesses
the | eadership quality that a Tenporary President
shoul d have in leading this body in a coalition
government, a new coalition governnent. That's
something that | think we are all very excited to
see nove forward.

So, M. President, it is indeed an
honor for me to speak on this resolution to
support ny friend and col | eague, Republican
| eader Dean Skel os and Tenporary President of the
Senate. And | would hope that all the nmenbers

woul d join ne unaninmously in supporting this
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resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

The Chair recogni zes
Senat or Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, | certainly want to
assure anyone who nay have questions on this
resolution that at no tinme shall nore than one of
the coalition | eaders, Senator Klein and
Senat or Skel os, serve in the capacity as
Tenporary President. | think that's fairly clear
if you read the resolution. But for the record,
that is certainly the case.

| have been privileged to serve now
in the State Senate for eight years. And eight
years ago, then-Assenblyman Jeff Klein and I were
on the ballot together running for the State
Senate. And eight years ago this nonth, when he
and | arrived with a nunber of other
col | eagues -- Senator Savino as well, and many
others here today -- as part of the O ass of
2005, | had an opportunity and continue to have

an opportunity to work on a daily basis with
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Senat or Kl ein.

|"ve got to know him |'ve got to
devel op a cl ose personal friendship with him
And t hose of you who know Senat or Kl ein, who have
wor ked with Senator Klein in one capacity or
anot her either here in this Senate, previously in
his career in the State Assenbly, or in his many
ot her roles, know wi thout a doubt of the
tremendous tenacity that Jeff Kl ein has on behalf
of public service.

No one in this chanber, as hard as
we all work, | amconvinced that no one in this
chanber works harder on behalf not only of his
constituents but of all of the people, al
19.5 million people in New York State. There is
not a nonment that goes by that Senator Klein does
not have the best interests of the people of this
state in mnd.

And for that reason, M. President,
| amincredi bly proud and honored to be able to
speak on behal f of this resolution and on behal f
of Senator Klein, who is truly a statew de | eader
in this great Enpire State.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Thank
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you, Senator Val esky.

The question is on the resolution.
By a show of hands, all those in favor of the
resol ution rai se your hands, please.

(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Al
t hose opposed, pl ease rai se your hands.

(Show of hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Clerk will announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 36.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Skel os, Senator Klein, congratulations. | ask
that you conme forward so that we may properly
swear you in.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: For the
record, Senator Libous, | left out a very salient
point. The resolution is adopted.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Skelos is joined by his beautiful wife Gail, his
father, his son Adam and the future
Majority Leader of the New York State Senate, the

new Dean Skel os
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(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Skelos will be sworn in by the Honorabl e Peter
Skel os, his brother.

JUDGE PETER SKELOS: Rai se your
right hand and repeat after ne:

| -- state your full nane --

SENATOR SKELGS: |, Dean G
Skel os - -

JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: -- do solemmly
swear --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- do solemmly
swear --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- that | wll

uphold the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica --

SENATOR SKELGS: -- that I wll
uphold the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- and the
Constitution of the great State of New York --

SENATCOR SKELOCS: -- and the
Constitution of the great State of New York --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: --and | wll

faithfully discharge --
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SENATOR SKELGS: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- the duties
of the office of Tenporary President Pro Tem of
the Senate of the State of New York --

SENATCOR SKELOCS: -- the duties of
the office of Tenporary President Pro Tem of the
State Senate of the State of New York --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- to the best

of ny ability --

SENATCOR SKELOCS: -- to the best of
nmy ability --

JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: -- so help ne
God.

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- so help nme Cod.

JUDGE PETER SKELGS
Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Klein, will you please join the Honorable Peter
Skel os.

JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: Pl ease raise
your right hand and repeat after ne:

|, state your full nanme --

SENATOR KLEI N: |, Senator Jeff

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

45

Klein --

JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: -- do solemmly
swear --

SENATOR KLEI N: -- do solemmly
swear --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- that | wll

uphold the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica --

SENATOR KLEI N: -- that I wll
uphold the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- and the
Constitution of the great State of New York --

SENATCR KLEI N: -- and the
Constitution of the great State of New York --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- and that |
will faithfully discharge --

SENATOR KLEI N: --and | wll
faithfully discharge --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- the duties
of the office --

SENATCR KLEI N: -- the duties of
the office --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- of

Tenporary President Pro Tem --
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SENATOR KLEI N: -- of Tenporary
President Pro Tem --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- of the
Senate of the State of New York --

SENATCR KLEI N: -- of the Senate of
the State of New York --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- to the best

of ny ability --

SENATCR KLEI N: -- to the best of
nmy ability --

JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: -- so help ne
God.

SENATOR KLEI N: -- so help nme Cod.

JUDGE PETER SKELGS
Congr at ul ati ons.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you, Judge.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's a resolution at
the desk. | ask that the title be read and we
nove for its i mredi ate adoption

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senators Skelos and Klein, that Francis W
Pati ence of Latham New York, be, and he hereby
is elected Secretary of the Senate for the years
2013-2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
resolution is adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Judge
Skel os, before you do your work, | have an
obligation and a privilege to state for the
record that Francis W Patience has been el ected
Secretary of the Senate for the years 2013-2014.

And | am so happy for you, Frank
Congr at ul ati ons.

Frank is joined by his brother

Russel | today.
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JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: Pl ease state

your full name: | --

MR PATI ENCE: |, Francis W
Pati ence --

JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: -- do solemmly
swear --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- do solemmly
swear --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- that | wll

uphold the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- that I wll
uphold the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- and the
Constitution of the great State of New York --

MR PATI ENCE: -- and the
Constitution of the great State of New York --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- and that |
will faithfully discharge --

MR PATI ENCE: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- the duties
of the office --

MR. PATI ENCE: -- the duties of the
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office --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- of
Secretary of the Senate of the State of
New York --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- of Secretary of
the Senate of the State of New York --

JUDGE PETER SKELCS: -- to the best

of ny ability --

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- to the best of ny
ability --

JUDGE PETER SKELGCS: -- so help ne
God.

MR.  PATI ENCE: -- so help nme Cod.

JUDGE PETER SKELGS
Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's another resolution
at the desk. | would ask that its title be read
and we pl ease nove for its i medi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

by Senators Klein and Skel os, that George R
Federof f be, and he hereby is el ected
Sergeant-at-Arns of the Senate for the years

2013-2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The

guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The

resolution is adopt ed.
Let the record reflect that
M. George Federoff has been el ected

Sergeant-at-Arns for the Senate for the years

2013-2014.

M . Federoff, congratul ations.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
the spirit of moving right along, there is

anot her resol ution at the desk. If | could

in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

51

pl ease have you read its title and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senators Skel os and Kl ein, that Catherine
Ki rkl and be, and she hereby is elected the
O ficial Stenographer of the Senate for the years
2013-2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
resolution is adopt ed.

And let the record reflect that
Ms. Catherine Kirkland is the Stenographer for
the State Senate for the years 2013-2014.

Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or

Li bous.
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SENATOR LI BOUS: It's the toughest
job in the chanmber, M. President, to listen to
all of us.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR LI BOUS: There i s anot her
resolution at the desk, and | ask that its title
be read and we nove for its inmmedi ate adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senators Skel os and Klein, providing for the
hours of neeting by the Senate for the years
2013-2014.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |

believe there's another resolution at the desk.
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At this tine could we have the title read and
nove for its i mredi ate adoption

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senators Skel os and Kl ei n.

"RESCLVED, That the Tenporary
Presi dent appoint a Conmittee of three to inform
t he Governor that Dean G Skel os and Jeffrey D
Kl ein have been el ected Tenporary President of
the Senate for alternating terns for the years
2013- 2014, and that the Senate is organi zed and
ready to proceed to the Governor's Message."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat ors Marchi one, Carlucci and
O Brien are appointed to wait upon the Governor

to informhimthat the Senate is now ready to
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proceed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
there | believe is one nore resolution at the
desk. And | would ask that its title be read and
we nove for its inmedi ate adoption

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senators Skel os and Senator Klein.

"RESCLVED, That the Tenporary
Presi dent appoint a Conmittee of three to wait
upon the Assenbly and informthat body that
Dean G Skel os and Jeffrey D. Klein have been
el ected Tenporary President of the Senate for
alternating terms for the years 2013-2014, and
that the Senate is assenbled and ready to proceed
to the Governor's Message."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senators Boyle, Smith and Lati mer
are appointed to wait upon the Assenbly to inform
themthat the Senate is ready to proceed.

| am so happy to recogni ze our
col | eagues fromthe New York State Assenbly,
Assenbl yman Farrell and Assenbl yman Caks, and we
pray that you have good news for us.

ASSEMBLYMAN FARRELL: Yes, we do.
M. Qaks and | are delighted to i nformyou that
t he Assenbly has el ected Shel don Silver as
Speaker of the New York State Assenbly and that
we are organi zed and ready to proceed with
busi ness.

I's that correct, M. Oaks?

ASSEMBLYMAN QAKS: It is.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN:
Gent |l emren, thank you very rmuch

Senator Libous, at this time |I'm
going to recogni ze Senator Stewart-Cousins for
remar ks.

Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
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you, M. President.

And | just want to congratul ate ny
col | eague Senator Skelos. | look forward to
working with you. And Senator Klein, really an
honor to be part of, as you said, a historic day
and a historic novenent forward

| al so want to recognize certainly
all of the new nmenbers. But | think we just | ost
one of -- two of our new nenbers. But just to
| et everyone know who our new Senators here are
on the Denocratic side, I1'd like to recognize
Senator Terry G pson fromthe Hudson Vall ey.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Brad Hoyl man, from Manhatt an.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: \%%

West chest er nei ghbor, Senator Latimer. | guess
he's already on his way to the Assenbly.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And
Senator Ted O Brien, of Rochester, is on his way
to the Covernor.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And
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Senat or Janes Sanders, of Queens.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: W are
very, very happy, as | said, to welcone all of
our new nenbers and certainly to wel cone all of
our col |l eagues back for what | amsure will be a
wonder ful and productive session.

As | stand here at this historic
nmonment, nyself having the privilege of being the
first wonman to |l ead a conference in the history
of the state, three things conme to m nd.

One, ny parents, Beryl and Bob, who
aren't with ne, but who never had the opportunity
to ever aspire to sitting in any of our seats,
much | ess dreamthat their daughter would be in a
position to be a legislative |eader in this great
st at e.

And the second thing I think of is
because it's New York State, because we have a
| egacy of |eadership, because we are progressive,
we are able to take pride in nonments |ike this.

And the third thing | have to say is
it's about tine. [It's about tine.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You know,
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we were able, with the | eadership of our
Governor, to do really good things. And | know
we're all looking forward to his nessage of what
his vision of the session is going forward.

W were able to nove our econony,
bol ster our jobs situation. W were able to show
that we could nove. But we left a lot of things
undone. And |I'msure we're going to hear a | ot
of the things that were | eft undone, not only
here but at the State of the State.

But it's inmportant, because in this
historic nonent that is this noment for nme and
ot hers because of expanded opportunities, the
things that we have to do are those things, to
expand opportunities.

Qobvi ously we have to get to work on
maki ng sure we rebuild after Sandy. W have to
make sure that every New Yorker who has been hurt
is able to get back on their feet and nove on.
And we have to nake sure, as we continue to push
our econony forward, that we understand that
there were people who sent us to do things that
expand their opportunities.

We need to understand the

opportunity for people being safe in New York
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W need to get our partisan differences aside and
come together on an expansi on of how we can nove
sensi ble gun laws. Sensible gun | aws.

W need to ban assault weapons. W
need to, yes, expand opportunities for |ooking at
mental health situations. W need to expand how
we | ook at gun permts and how frequently we | ook
at them And we need to | ook at background
checks. W need to expand the security in our
lives.

And we need al so to expand the
econony for the | owest-wage workers. W need to
rai se the mnimnumwage. W need to make sure
t hat people who are |aboring at the very, very
| onest rung understand that they are part of an
econony in New York that includes them W need
to rai se the m ni num wage.

We need to nmake sure that we are
expansi ve on worren's heal th options, that we
don't lose our rights to decide in persona
matters. And we need to nake sure that wonen are
actually paid equally. W need to pass pay
equity.

W need to expand the opportunities

for the Dreaners, these kids who are here,
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brought here, no fault of their owmn. @G ving so
much, having so nuch nore to give. W need to
expand those opportunities for them

We need to nmake sure that as we | ook
at our environnent we expand the safety neasures
for our drinking water, for our environnent. W
need to make sure as we grow our econony that we
don't get smaller.

We tal ked about the rules, we tal ked
about rul es taking back resources, taking back
opportunities for us to serve really
transparently, making it harder to nove an
agenda. This is a nonent, ny coll eagues, of an
opportunity to expand, to expand what is going to
happen in this unprecedented power sharing, where
soneone different will be doing different things
every day.

It all works well if, while we are
nmoving forward in our |eadership, we're
remenbering the people of New York expect us to
be progressive and to expand their opportunities
on every level, and that the only history that's
going to make a difference in New York State
after all of these historic nmonents is the great

history that we wite for the people we
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represent.

This conference stands ready to work
with all of our partners. Let's get it done.

Thank you.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

The Chair recogni zes Senator Kl ein.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you very
much, M. President. Thank you to my Republican
col | eagues, ny |IDC col |l eagues, my Denocratic
col | eagues.

As we cone together today, we usher
in not just a new year and a new |l egi slative
session but in many ways a new chapter in the
revolutionary history of New York State. Today
we nmake a conmitnment that has never been nade
before in the nore than two centuries that the
New York State Legi slature has been in
exi stence.

By formalizing and establishing a
first-of-its-kind coalition governing nodel, we
hunmbl y acknow edge that our sumis greater than
our parts, and we send a clear nmessage to the

residents of our great state that what really
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matters is not where you choose to sit in this
chanber but whether you are willing to get things
done.

| want to thank my coll eague
Senat or Dean Skel os for having the courage and
foresight to undertake this unprecedented
effort. Senator, | know you, like I, are
commtted to delivering major bipartisan results
for all New Yorkers.

As we clearly saw today, we have
anot her historic first, the first ever wonan
| eader of a Senate conference, Senator Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

Senat or, we've worked together on
many vital issues in the past, including
forecl osure prevention, property tax relief. And
| look forward to the productive work we will
continue to do in the weeks and nont hs ahead
t oget her on behalf of all New Yorkers.

| believe nost of you would agree
that these changes are a significant sign of the
times. Fromthis day forward it is no | onger
acceptable to dig in your heels in personal
political conbat at the expense of the welfare of

har dwor ki ng taxpayers of this state.
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Coal ition governing by its very
nature is an inclusive endeavor, not an exclusive
one. | have no doubt that our pronmi se to create
this historic bipartisan governing nodel will be
t he vehicle by which we can continue to build on
t he tremendous progress we have achieved in the
past two years and the road that will lead us to
even nore results for all New Yorkers.

This new year brings us a trenmendous
opportunity to show New Yorkers that we can
govern in a practical, sensible, balanced way
with a spirit of cooperation. It neans
recogni zing that negotiation is not a dirty word
but rather a necessary el enment of neani ngful
di al ogue.

Wor ki ng with Governor Cuonpo and our
counterparts in the Assenbly, | am confident that
maj or progressive refornms will be discussed and
debated this session -- anong them an increase
to the m ni mum wage, decrimnalization of the
open possession of mnute anopunts of marijuana,
and openi ng up educational opportunity for al
New Yorkers. | amalso confident we will see
t hese i nportant pieces of |egislation passed.

Let's be clear. The econoni c,
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social and civic challenges of today call for us
to focus on what really matters, and that mneans

t he positive, nmeaningful and | asting inpact we
can have on the lives of mllions of

New Yorkers. By working together in a bipartisan
fashion, we vow to remain focused on what these

i ssues are really about.

VWhat the fight to raise the m ni mum
wage is really about is allowing mllions of
har dwor ki ng New Yorkers across the state to
recei ve a paycheck they can actually live on.

And it is not only a noral inperative but an
econom c incentive for New York State.

Wen we talk gun control, we aren't
tal ki ng about taking away anyone's rights but
securing the right of all New Yorkers to live in
a safe and free society.

We nust al so ensure that time and
resources and energy are conmtted to directing
and rebuilding efforts in the wake of
Superstorm Sandy. The bi parti san Senate task
force we've created will work to renove
roadbl ocks to recovery and focus in on devel opi ng
nmeani ngful | egislation ained at disaster

prevention and protection in order to put al
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New Yorkers on solid ground in the event of any
further future natural disaster.

As we work to relieve unnecessary
and burdensone regul ati ons on small business, we
are not encouragi ng busi ness owners to cut
corners but instead creating the conditions that
will get New York working again. 1In the past
three years, 794 new rul es and regul ati ons were
proposed by state entities, and nearly 95 percent
of them were adopted. On average, our snall
busi nesses around our state are being buried
under nore than a hundred new regul ati ons each
year.

As many of you nmay know, | am a
second-generation Anerican with grandparents who
arrived in the Bronx from Pol and and Hungary
before the Second Wrld War. My grandparents
were able to provide for their famlies through
smal | business efforts and entrepreneuri al
efforts and in turn afforded nme, their first
grandchild, to have a solid and secure
upbri ngi ng, attending public schools in the
Br onx.

| was the first inny famly to

attend graduate school, college, |aw school. It
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was not only a goal | had for nyself but a dream
my famly carried for me. The issue of

i npl enenting the New York DREAM Act is a dear one
to me, and | believe we should not get tw sted
into a debate about imm gration but recognize
that no one, no one has the right to stand in the
way of soneone el se's educati on.

W will pass the DREAM Act by
utilizing revenue generated fromthe | egalization
of casino ganbling to supplenment TAP, and thus
provi ding a pathway to make this possible.

Let's be clear. Wat the New York
DREAM Act is really about is enriching the next
generation of our workforce by renoving obstacles
for hundreds of young New Yorkers to pursue a
hi gher education and, in a New York tradition, be
an inspiration for generations that cone after
t hem

For centuries New Yorkers have
served as an inspiration and garnered the
adm ration of others around the globe. Qur
di verse comunities are a mcrocosmof the world,
and no matter your ethnicity, econom c status,
cultural tradition or background, it is here that

you get a fair shot.
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Qur soil has been the birthing
ground for entrepreneurs, icons, social
activists, sports | egends, fanmous artists,
nmusi ci ans, writers and, yes, future presidents.
We nust cel ebrate our diversity, we must chanpion
the rights of all. And the only way we will nove
forward is by noving forward together.

Fromthe Al eghenies to the
Adi rondacks, fromthe Mohawk Valley to Mntauk
fromthe Catskills to Al phabet City, we may |ead
different lives and have diverse needs, but we
all possess an indomtable spirit, a belief that
tonorrow will be better, and a sense that we're
all in this together that has |led us through the
earliest hours of the struggle for independence
on the Saratoga Battlefield to the darkest days
of horrific tragedy and | oss of Septenber 11th
and, nost recently, Superstorm Sandy.

When we get knocked down, we get
back up. When we are tested, we rise to the
chal l enge. And when we are told sonething cannot
be done, we respectfully respond with a "Yes, it
can. This is New York."

W are a state of greatness filled

wi th generous, strong, talented and ki nd people
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who deserve a governnent that creates sensible
|aws to protect them common-sense policies to
support them and broad opportunities that uplift
t hem

And to ny Senate coll eagues, to the
CGovernor, and to all New Yorkers w thin earshot,
| say this. New York is a state that |eads the
way, bucks the trends, takes chances and never
gi ves up on what some may consider the
i npossi ble. Wat we've | earned fromour history
is that what many often consider to be
revol utionary in one generation becones routine
in the next.

New York, we stand ready to neet
your challenges, to fight for your dreans, to
chanpi on your causes and all evi ate your
concerns. W stand ready to be judged by our
record of results and not just our rhetoric. W
know that if we are to advance our conmunities
and our citizenry, inclusion is the only way by
which we'll get there.

A great state |like New York deserves
a extended period of stability and a sensible and
smart governnent. W stand at the threshold of

t he governnent of the future, and it is up to us
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to take up the mantle.

Thank you, M. President.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Thank
you, Senator Klein.

The Chair recogni zes Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,

M. President.

Wl come back to all the nenbers.
And to all the new nmenbers on this side of the
ai sl e, we wel cone you

And to our new nmenbers -- | think
some of themare talking to the Assenbly or to
t he Governor, but we have Senator Kathy
Mar chi one. Forner Assenbl yman who's back
Senat or Phil Boyle, we welconme you. And Sintha
Fel der, Senator Sintha Fel der, we wel cone you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: Al'l of you have
wor ked hard, and you'll be great additions to the
Senat e.

| also want to congratul ate
Senat or Stewart-Cousins on being el ected Denocr at

Conference | eader. W' ve worked well together in
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the past, and there's no reason at all why we
cannot work together to nove this state forward.
The canpai gns are over and nowit's tinme for
gover ni ng.

And certainly this is going to be an
interesting two years for the State Senate. W
have nmade history today. For the first tine in
the history of this body, the Senate will not be
run excl usively by Republicans or Denocrats.
| nst ead, our chanber will be led by a new
bi parti san governing coalition

Senat e Republicans are | ooking
forward to working with our partners in the
| ndependent Denocrat Conference, |ed by Senator
Jeff Kilein.

Senator Klein and | have forged a
strong partnership and friendship. W're not at
the point of being called twins yet, but we're
getting there.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: But he is, as you
could hear fromhis remarks, an outstanding
serious |egislator who cares deeply about working
to inprove the lives of everyone in our state.

Qur coalition is a natural extension
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of the partnership we've built over the | ast

two years that enabled us to put New York back on
the right track. Wrking with the IDC and with
Governor Cuonp, we were able to cut spending and
taxes, two early budgets, a | ower-ni ddle-class
tax cut, expanding the DNA dat abank, hel ping

busi nesses create jobs, elinm nated the payrol

tax for nost small business.

And we elimnated the huge deficits,
which I think is critically inmportant, wthout
rai sing taxes. Unlike Washi ngton, our state
government is functioning.

In 2013 we will build on our record
by passing tough new laws to increase public
safety, controlling spending and cut taxes, and
encour agi ng busi nesses to create nore jobs.

As we prepare to receive the
Governor's State of the State nessage, let's take
our inspiration fromthe people who responded
bravely in the face of Hurricane Sandy and are
respondi ng again to help build these devastated
conmuni ti es.

|"d like to thank Bi shop Murphy -- |
think he may be on his way over to the session

for his opening prayer.
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| want to acknow edge the fact that
two years ago | said ny father was here, 90 years
old and still working. He is here today, al nost
92 and still working. So, Dad --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGS: M wife Gail, for
bei ng just a strong supporter of what is a very
difficult and chall engi ng profession.

Al of ny famly nenbers that are
here -- brothers, sisters, nieces, nephews --
supporters.

But | want to al so acknow edge ny
son Adam and his wfe Ann Marie. And to ne, even
nore special, acknow edging the fact that | now
have a grandson. His name is Dean.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGS: And I'ma bit
ol der than the Governor, but | said to him"There
will always be a Dean Skelos in your |ife as you
nove through it."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: But what is really
significant to nme is the fact when | was standi ng
there and ny brother was swearing nme in and ny

grandson Dean being held by ny son, when | was
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first sworn into the Senate, my nom held the
Bible and I held ny son Adam

So life is good. Life is special.
| think we should all remenber that. And at this
time | think it's appropriate -- | know you have
sonme closing things to say -- totally appropriate

to go and listen to the Governor's State of the

St at e.

Thank you very much

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: Senat or
Li bous, there is no further business at the desk.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
t here being no further business, | nove that we
adj ourn until Mnday, January 14th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

W will now proceed to the Enpire
State Plaza Convention Center for the Governor's
State of the State address.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FLANAGAN: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
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January 14t h,

at 3:00 p.m, intervening days

bei ng | egislative days.

adj our ned.)

(Whereupon, at 1:33 p.m, the Senate
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