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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and join ne in the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: In the
absence of clergy, may we please bow our heads
in a nmoment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, April 18th, the Senate nmet pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday,
April 17th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH
Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

Can we adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar at this time, with the exception of
Resol utions 3942, 3955, 3999, 4011, and 4049.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Al
those in favor of adopting the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the noted exceptions, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
cal endar i s adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
believe there's a resolution at the desk by

Senat or Skel os, Nunber 3999. Could you have it
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read in its entirety and then please call on
Senat or Skel os.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3999, by Senator Skel os,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuono to
proclaimApril 19, 2012, as Hol ocaust
Renenbrance Day in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, From 1933 to 1945,
5.8 mllion Jews were nurdered in the Nazi
Hol ocaust as a part of a systematic program of
genocide, and mllions of other people also
peri shed as victinms of Nazism and

"WHEREAS, Jews who fell under
German control in Eastern and Central Europe
were quickly stripped of their rights and
property; and

"WHEREAS, The Jews who peri shed
at Nazi hands conprised two-thirds of al
Eur opean Jewry, and in countries such as
Pol and, which before the Second World War
i ncl uded parts of the Ukrai ne and Bel ar us,
the Jewi sh death toll surpassed 90 percent;

and
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"WHEREAS, The People of the State
of New York should al ways renenber the atrocities
commtted by the Nazis so that such horrors are
never repeated; and

"WHEREAS, Those who survived the
killing canps tell us that as many peopl e wal ked
to their deaths, their |ast words were 'Renenber
Us'; and

"WHEREAS, The year 2012 marks the
79t h anni versary of the beginning of the genocide
of European Jews, the darkest, npbst nurderous
nmonment in history; and

"WHEREAS, W learn in the aftermath
of the Hol ocaust that indifference to genocide
cannot be tolerated. Hol ocaust renenbrance
i nposes a noral obligation to speak out; and

"WHEREAS, The Hol ocaust represents
t he darkest period in the civilization of mankind
and rnust al ways be renenbered in order to prevent
its reoccurrence anywhere else in the world; and

"WHEREAS, The People of the State
of New York should continually rededicate
t hensel ves to the principle of equal justice for
all people; and

"WHEREAS, The People of the State
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of New York should remain eternally vigilant
agai nst all tyranny and recogni ze that bigotry
provi des a breeding ground for tyranny to
flourish; and

"WHEREAS, Hol ocaust Renmenbrance
Day, known in Hebrew as Yom Hashoah, is a day set
asi de for renenbering the victins of the
Hol ocaust and for rem nding New Yorkers, all
Aneri cans, and people around the world of what
can happen to civilized people when bigotry,
hatred and indi fference reign; and

"WHEREAS, Internationally,
Hol ocaust Renenbrance Day is observed on the
27t h day of Nisan, according to the Hebrew
calendar. This year it will be observed on
Thur sday, April 19, 2012; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 19,
2012, as Hol ocaust Renenbrance Day in the State
of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York."
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATCR SKELOCS: M. President,
with this resolution we conmenorate and pray for
the mllions of Jews who were nurdered by the
Nazi s.

This year nmarks the 79th
anni versary of the begi nning of the Hol ocaust.
From 1933 to 1945, approxinmately 6 mllion Jews
were victins of genocide, probably the darkest
period in nmodern history. W renmenber this
atrocity as the Hol ocaust. |In Hebrew the term
used is "Shoah," which neans catastrophe. And |
can think of no bigger catastrophe in ny lifetine
or in the history of the world.

Two-thirds of the Jews of Europe
died, along with mllions of non-Jews. These
statistics are horrendous. They're statistics.
But these aren't just nunbers. These are
peopl e -- wonen, children, the elderly, the
di sabl ed. Every victimwas a uni que i ndivi dual
and not just part of a statistic.

We nust continue to be vigilant and
condem anti-Sem tismand all fornms of hatred and

bigotry so that these horrors are never
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r epeat ed.

Today we reconmmt ourselves to the
principle of "never forget, never again.” In
doi ng so, we honor those who lost their lives by
ensuring that this horrendous crinme never repeats
itsel f again.

M. President, | ask that the
resol uti on be adopted and certainly open it up
for sponsorship to the entire Senate. |f anybody
wi shes not to sponsor the resolution, they should
notify the desk

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
resolution is open for sponsorship by al
menbers. |If there is anyone not wishing to be on
it, please notify the desk

Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

M. President, on the resolution.

Let ne thank ny Senate col | eagues
for bringing this inportant resolution to the
floor.

As many of you know, | represent
FI at bush and East Fl at bush, M dwood, Ditnmas Park,

Kensi ngton and of course Borough Park, where |
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represent not only probably, you know, one of the
| argest Orthodox Jew sh populations in the entire
country, but also one of the |argest popul ations
of Hol ocaust survivors in the country.

And certainly, you know, it's
i mportant that this body renenber and honor, as
Leader Skel os indicated, you know, never again
and never forget this atrocity, to make sure that
sonmething |like this can never happen to any
living being again.

| think that we all have to be
vigilant to ensure that sonething |like that we
don't close a blind eye to this. Wen you study
t he Hol ocaust, the scariest part of it is that --
it was really two things, one of which is this
was an atrocity carried out by everyday peopl e.
That a large part of it was not done by soldiers,
it was done by bureaucrats.

And then the second thing is that
how many people in the world turned a blind eye
to these horrible actions that were happening. |
nmean, literally the world | ooked away while
literally mllions of Jews were being
exterm nat ed t hroughout Eastern Europe.

And so we renenber so that we don't
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forget, and we honor those who have survived this
brutal atrocity.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Seei ng
no ot her Senator w shing to be heard, the
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: t he
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

| believe there's a resolution by
Senat or Adans at the desk, Nunber 3955. [|'d ask
that you read it in its entirety and, before its
adoption, please call on Senator Adans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3955, by Senator Adarns,
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honori ng Abu Naser Khal i quzzaman, president of
Wrld Trade Pronotion Center, Inc., and extending
a warm wel cone to hi mupon the occasion of his
visit to the New York State Senate.

"WHEREAS, It is the privilege of
this Legislative Body to wel cone and pay tribute
to Abu Naser Khaliquzzanman, the president of
Wrld Trade Pronotion Center, Inc., upon the
occasion of his visit to the New York State
Senat e; and

"WHEREAS, Worl d Trade Pronotion
Center, Inc., is a Brooklyn-based producer and
di stributor of Anmerican Food and Agriculture
commodities. This val uabl e corporation narkets
its products under the New Market Foods, Anerican
Hal al , American Grain Products, and Soya Anerica
brands; and

"WHEREAS, A native of Bangl adesh,
Abu Naser Khal i quzzaman mgrated to the United
States with his famly in 1997; and

"WHEREAS, Affectionately known as
Zaman, he earned both a bachel or of science
degree and a master of science degree in
pharmacy. H's wife, Saiveda Akhter, also holds a

bachel or of science degree and a master of
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sci ence degree in pharmacy. Together, they are
the proud parents of one child, Istiak Zaman, a
ni nt h-grade Nati onal Honor student; and

"WHEREAS, M. Khaliquzzaman is a
community | eader in his Brooklyn nei ghborhood,
where he serves as a board nmenber for the Dahi
Nei ghbor hood Association, District 12, Brooklyn;
and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, he was a
menber of the board of directors of the
M d- Atl anti ¢ Soybean Associ ation, and was el ected
presi dent of the Parent-Teacher Associ ation of
|.S. 220 from 2007 t hrough 2009; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2001, the Wrld Trade
Pronmotion Center, Inc., was the sponsor of a
series of non-partisan conmunity prograns in
advance of the 2001 national election in
Bangl adesh. The prograns focused on
strengthening the future of Bangl adesh,
encouragi ng wonen to vote and becone nore active
in the denocratic process, and enphasi zing how a
st abl e Bangl adesh woul d bring foreign investnent
and i nprove opportunities; and

"WHEREAS, In response to the 9/11

attacks, Zaman Khal i quzzanan called a press
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conference to condem the human tragedy and
expl ai ned to the peopl e of Bangl adesh how this
act of terrorismdestroyed relations anong the
nations; and

"WHEREAS, He al so sponsored a
series of religious and civic events in Dhaka
that stressed the need for unity anong all people
and condemmed international terrorism This was
the first time that such an assenbly of clergy
was present together on one day in Bangl adesh;
and

"WHEREAS, Today, in our post-9/11
soci ety, Zaman Khal i quzzanan conti nues to strive
to facilitate better understandi ng between the
United States and the rest of the Mislimworld;
and

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body to conmend i ndividual s of
out st andi ng character who have shown initiative
and comm tnent toward constantly pursuing higher
goal s for thensel ves, and acting as rol e nodel s
of | eadership to be enulated by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative

Body pause in its deliberations to honor Abu
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Naser Khal i quzzaman, and to extend a warm wel cone
to hi mupon the occasion of his visit to the
New York State Senate; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
Abu Naser Khal i quzzaman, president, Wrld Trade
Pronotion Center, Inc., Brooklyn, New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Adans.

SENATOR ADANS: Thank you,
M. President. And | thank the |eader for
allowing me the opportunity to tal k about M. Abu
Khal i quzzaman.

You know, the further we nove from
Sept enber 11th, the nore we are given a fal se
sense of security that the fight is over. And
one way of not falling victimto this is to
periodically go back and | ook and review t he
voi ces who were a voice of tolerance and a voice
of reason

One such voice is M. Abu
Khal i quzzaman. In the era of stereotypes and
following the crowd, M. Khaliquzzaman pul | ed
together in an international capacity a |large

group of people to show their support for
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Aneri ca.

In the hours follow ng the
Twin Towers attack on Septenber 11, 2001,
M. Khaliquzzaman reached out to a gl obal nedia
and diverse groups to condenn the terrori st
attacks. He also reached out to Christian,
Muslim H ndu and Buddhi st groups to pronote
peace and under standi ng, and seeking a unified
voice for all as children of faith under
different religious banners.

Under the banner of the WP
Pronmotion Center, he has since organized five
i nternational events to pronbte a common
br ot her hood anong people of all faiths condemni ng
international terrorism events which resulted in
the recognition of Bangl adesh as a nodel of
nodern | sl am

As such, M. Khaliquzzaman advanced
a series of nonpartisan prograns for the
Bangl adeshi el ections to encourage wonen to vote
and to becone nore involved in the denocratic
process as we do here in America. He also went
on to sponsor civic events that included diverse
clergy seeking to inprove dial ogue and

col | aboration anong their foll owers.
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For his initiatives in pursuit of
under st andi ng, seeking to tear down the
artificial parapets that frequently divide us, |
am pl eased to honor M. Khaliquzzaman. And |
hope we all recognize that great citizens |ike
M. Khaliquzzaman i s what nakes Anerica a great
country to live in.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Par ker .

SENATOR PARKER: On the
resolution, M. President.

| want to wel come M. Abu
Khal i quzzaman for being here and wel come himto
the Senate and to honor himtoday as being a
husband, a father, a great businessman, but nopst
of all an international humanitari an.

Again, | represent Flatbush and
East Fl at bush, M dwood, Ditmas Park, Kensington
and Dahil. And M. Khaliquzzaman is one of ny
constituents, where | represent not just the
| ar gest popul ati on of Paki stani peopl e outside of
the Pakistan in the world, | also represent the
| ar gest Bangl adeshi conmunity in the city and |

think probably in the country as well.
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And so that community is a
har dwor ki ng community, it's a very religious and
noral and famly-oriented cormmunity. And it's
been a great pleasure to represent them

And we want to wel cone you, again
here and thank you for all your service. And we
| ook forward to our continued partnership
t oget her.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Seei ng
no ot her Senator w shing to be heard, the
guestion is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

We wel cone this distinguished
hurmani tarian and visitor to the chanber on behal f
of Senator Adans, Senator Parker, and all the

menbers. Wl cone.

(Appl ause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, if
t he sponsor has no objection, we'll open it upto
sponsorshi p by everybody. And if soneone w shes
not to be on the resolution, let the desk know

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
resolution is open for sponsorship by al
menbers. Any nenber wi shing not to be on the
resol ution please notify the desk.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: | believe there's
a resolution at the desk by Senator Avell a,
Senate Resolution 3942. Could we have the title
read and then call on Senator Avell a.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3942, by Senator Avell a,
congratul ating the New York Mets Maj or League
Basebal | Team upon the occasi on of cel ebrating
its 50th Anniversary in 2012.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Avel | a.

SENATOR AVELLA: Thank you,
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M. President.

It really is a privilege, as a
lifelong Mets fan, to introduce this resolution.

Let nme just give you a coupl e of
gui ck statistics. One of baseball's first
expansi on teanms, the New York Mets were founded
in 1962 to replace New York's departed Nationa
League teans, the Brooklyn Dodgers and the
New York G ants.

During the 1962 and 1963 seasons,
the Mets played at the Pol o G ounds and
subsequently at Shea Stadium And in 2009 they
noved to Giti Field.

In 1969, the "Mracle Mets" beat
the Baltinmore Orioles in the Wrld Series in what
is considered as one of the biggest upsets in
Wrld Series history.

Since 1969 the Mets have played in
three additional Wrld Series, including a
dramatic series in 1973 agai nst the Gakl and
Athletics, a second Wrld Series chanpionship in
1986 agai nst the Boston Red Sox, and, as many of
us will never forget, a Subway Series agai nst
their cross-town rivals, the New York Yankees, in

the 2000 Wrld Seri es.
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Many of you will remenber the 1986
Wrld Series Ganme 6, which the Mets were down two
runs in bottomof the ninth, down to their |ast
strike, and pulled ahead with three runs. It is
one of the top five ganmes in baseball history.

And | salute the Mets, and | urge
nmy colleagues in the Senate to join ne in this
resolution. | open it up to everybody. The Mets
have given us 50 great years of baseball, and we
| ook forward to another 50 great years.

And they're 7 and 5 as of today.
Hopefully, their fiftieth year can go on to a
chanpi onship. And | say that with due respect to
t he Yankee fans.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Thank
you, Senator Avell a.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to say that | agree with
Senator Avella on this great resolution, as |
too -- and as | know M. President is, and I'm
sure there's others -- are die-hard, dedicated

New York Mets fans.
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And certainly we hear about the
great chanpi onships and certainly the thrilling
chanpi onship of '69 and '86. But we've been with
them as | oyal supporters through the good and
t hrough the bad. And | too concur again with the
sponsor that being 7 and 5 is better than being 5
and 7.

And it's great to honor this great
New York team for 50 years of entertainnent,
service, and pleasure for many of us in New York
St at e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes, | too want
to rise in support of this resolution and to
recogni ze that the New York Mets' best days are
i mredi ately in front of them because they've
adopted the Buffalo Bisons as their AAA farm
t eam

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: Congr at ul ati ons
to the Mets.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senat or Par ker .
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SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President. On the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: On the
resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: | rise to add ny
voi ce to those congratul ating the Mets on
50 years of service and entertai nment and great
sports fun to our city.

You know, |'m a Brooklyn boy. And
| grew up in Brooklyn, my father grew up in
Brooklyn. And as | travel around the country,
peopl e al ways ask, of course, about the Yankees.
And I'mlike, "I"mfromBrooklyn, I'mnot a
Yankees fan." Right?

And people don't realize this, but
you get your baseball teamin New York City the
way you get your religion and your party
affiliation: You inherit it fromyour parents.
Ri ght ?

And of course ny father, grow ng up
in the 1930s and '40s and '50s, was a Dodger
fan. And you know, there's no like
sel f-respecti ng Dodger fan who coul d ever be a
Yankee fan, unfortunately.

So we all inherited the Mets and
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becanme great Mets fans. | grew up wanting to be
Lee Mazzilli ny whole life. And of course the
"86 World Series, you know, was really kind of
one of the nmonunental sport events of ny life.

And so we congratulate them But
in addition to, you know, representing, again,

Fl at bush and East Fl atbush, M dwood, and havi ng
the | argest concentration of Orthodox Jews and

t he | argest nunmber of Pakistanis and Bangl adeshi s
in the state, we really have nore Mets fans in ny
district than any other district in the state.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: And so, you know,
we congratul ate them and we | ook forward to nore
sporting history being nade by the Mets.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Thank
you.

Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you,

M. President.

| know this is going to date nme as
one of the youngest nenbers here of this august
body, but in 1969 | was a freshnman at Holy Cross
Hi gh School in Flushing, by Uopia Parkway, as

only Queens shoul d have a Utopia Parkway.
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And ny ol dest brother, because the
Mets didn't exist, was a Yankee fan, so ny
brothers and I were not pernmitted to be Yankees
fans. And then, |o and behold, the mracle
happened and the Mets noved -- didn't nove, but
arose in Queens.

And | have to add ny brother Jinmy,
who was the Yankees fan, noved to Boston. So, |
nmean, that's heresy in and of itself.

But anyway, nothing against the
Yankees, but, you know, the Yankees are in the
pl ayof fs {yawning} -- but the Mets, you never
know.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR DUANE: | mean, if the
Yankees are in the Wrld Series, I"'mfor them
But the Mets, either they' re great and then
they're terrible, or sonetinmes they're terrible
and then they're great, and sonetines they're
really good and then they're great. And that's
what's so great about the Mets.

So there's nothing like the Mets,
no teamlike the Mets. And | could walk to the
stadiumor | could take the bus to Main Street

and then walk, or | could walk to Main Street and
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take the Nunmber 7. But getting to Shea Stadi um
was al ways -- always nmeant an exciting tine.

So thank you, Senator, for
introducing this resolution, and I wll proudly
be adding ny nanme to it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Thank
you, Senator Duane.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to join the chorus of folks
congratulating the Mets on 50 years. And the
Mets couldn't be a nore New York team This is
not a teamthat's always on top, that's al ways
getting into the playoffs and into the
Wrld Series. It's a team |ike New York, that
has to struggle and be scrappy and every coupl e
of years gives us a mraculous victory like you
couldn't believe.

Not to show nmy own age, but in
1986, the sixth game of the Wrld Series, | was a
6-year-old boy sitting in Shea Stadi um
Though -- | have to admit -- | was there,

didn't see it, because ny head was down, | was
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praying at the tinme.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SQUADRON: And it was a
great nmonment. After the second out, | didn't see
much nore.

But many New Yorkers across the
state and former New Yorkers across the country
have lived and died with the Mets in noments |ike
that, and have felt |ike 6-year-old kids out of
sone of the excitenent that we've seen from
t hem

The only criticism| have of
Senator Avella is that he didn't have M. Mt
sitting here today in the chanber.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SQUADRON: That woul d be
appropriate. Because you can never forget the
Mets are not just the nobst miracul ous teamin the
hi story of Major League Baseball, they al so have
j ust about the best nmascot anyone coul d ever ask
for.

And if the Phillie Phanatic wants
to come and quarrel with nme about that, | believe
that this house is going to allow m xed martia

arts, and |I'm happy to take on that fight.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very
much, M. President. Congratulations to the Mts
on 50 years.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Thank
you.

Seei ng no other Senator wishing to
be heard, the question is on the resolution. Al
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
believe there's a resolution, Nunmber 4049, by
Senator Perkins. |If we could have just the title
read and nove for its i mredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4049, by Senator Perkins,

commenorating the 105th Anniversary of the
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busi est day --

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: |"msorry, to the
desk.

As a dedicated Met fan, how | could
not open up this resolution, on behal f of
Senator Avella, to the entire body for
cosponsorship. And |I want to know who addresses
t he desk and says they don't want to go on it.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Al
right, the resolution is open for cosponsorship.
Any nenber wi shing not to be on the 50-year Met
anni versary resolution, please notify the desk.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4049, by Senator Perkins,
commenorating the 105th Anniversary of the
busiest day in the history of Ellis Island, when
11,747 individuals inmgrated to America to begin
their new |lives.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
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guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, |
believe there's a resolution by Senator Kennedy
at the desk, Nunber 4011. | ask that it be read
inits entirety and then call on Senator Kennedy
before we adopt it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 4011, conmending the Buffalo
Vet erans Treatnment Court.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that nenbers of the Arned
Services fromthe State of New York merit the
recogni tion, respect and appreciation and, when
needed, the assistance of the people of New York

State; and
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"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concern, and fully in accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body
is justly proud to comrend the Buffal o Veterans
Treatment Court and to applaud its service to and
on behalf of the veterans of Western New York
and

"WHEREAS, The Buffal o Veterans
Treatnment Court is a hybrid drug and nenta
heal th court which serves veterans who are
struggling with addiction and/or nmental illness
by diverting themfromthe traditional crimna
justice systeminto a specialized veterans court;
and

"WHEREAS, In January 2008, Judge
Robert Russell created and began presiding over
the United States' first Veterans Treat nent
Court, in collaboration with the Western New York
Heal th Care Network, the Western New York
Vet erans Project, the Buffalo Police Departnent,
the Buffal o Veterans Administration Health Care
System the Buffalo Crimnal Courts, the Buffalo
Drug and Mental Health Treatnment Courts, Erie
County Pre-Trial Services and the COURT.S

Program (Court Qutreach Unit Referral and

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2208

Treat ment Service) and a host of vol unteer
veterans who serve as nmentors; and

"WHEREAS, Judge Russell continues
to preside over the court, with the assistance of
Court Coordi nator Marine Vietnam Veteran Hank
Pi rowski; and

"WHEREAS, In his courtroom Judge
Russel | conducts an open dial ogue with the
def endant which is | ess adversarial than that of
many ot her courtroom conversations and hopes that
when a veteran enters his courtroomit wll be
for the last tine; and

"WHEREAS, The treatnent court has
recei ved extraordi nary support fromthe federal
Veterans Adm nistration (VA). It staffs each
session with several VA enployees who are there
to ensure that veterans are enrolled in the
VA Health Network and to facilitate claimstatus
inquiries and other needs the veterans may have;
and

"WHEREAS, The Buffal o Veterans
Treatment Court has a robust network of vol unteer
mentors who hel p guide the veterans through the
court process and to gain access to services and

support to help them overcone chem cal dependency
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or nental health issues stenmng fromtheir
service to our country such as posttraumatic
stress disorder (PTSD). Jack O Connor, Arny
Vi etnam veteran and former Erie County Departnment
of Social Services director of Medicaid, was
instrumental in the creation of the court's
nment or shi p program and

"WHEREAS, Studi es have shown t hat
30 to 40 percent of the 1.6 mllion troops who
have served in Iraq and Afghanistan will face
serious invisible wounds such as PTSD or
traumatic brain injury. Wen they return hone
with these injuries, adjusting to life can be
difficult and in sonme cases can |lead to chem ca
dependency or nental health issues which, in
turn, can lead to problems with the [ aw, and

"WHEREAS, By giving defendants the
opportunity of being guided by someone with whom
they can relate, the veteran nentors serve an
essential function in the treatnment court. The
program s success is, in fact, often attributed
to the contributions of these volunteers; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2010, the National
Drug Court Institute (NDCl) and the United States

Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) announced the
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[ aunch of the 2010 Veterans Treatnent Court
Planning Initiative (VICPI), the first Veterans
Treatnment Court training programin the nation
Its VICPI curriculumis a collaborative effort of
NDCl, BJA, the U S. Departnent of Veterans
Affairs, the GAINS Center, the Battered Wnen's
Justice Project, and nunmerous Veterans Treat nment
Court professionals; and

"WHEREAS, Toget her, under
Judge Russell's | eadership, and with the VA s
participation and the contributions of vol unteer
veteran nentors, the Buffal o Veterans Treatnent
Court Program has successfully graduated dozens
of veterans who have steered their |lives away
fromtraps many others before themfell into in
t he absence of such a program now, therefore, be
it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmend the
Buf fal o Veterans Treatnent Court and to appl aud
its service to and on behalf of the veterans of
Western New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to

The Honor abl e Robert Russell and to the Buffalo
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Vet erans Treatnment Court."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

M. President, | rise today to
commend the trenmendous trend-setting work of the
Buf fal o Veterans Treatnment Court. Veterans and
active duty nenbers of our armed forces risk
their lives to protect our nation and our freedom
every single day. Wen they return hone, it is
our duty to protect and serve our veterans and
their famlies.

Al'l of us in this Senate chanber
are committed to hel ping our veterans and their
famlies secure the support and the respect that
t hey' ve earned and that they deserve. The brave
service of our armed forces has nmade and kept
this nation strong, united and free.

So many New Yorkers have valiantly
served overseas and returned honme to their
comunities proud and respected. Sone of our
returni ng veterans, however, face chall enges as
t hey enter post-service life.

There are over 23 mllion veterans
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inthe United States, and 2.2 m|lion veterans of
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. O these nen
and worren, one in five have reported synptons of
mental illness such as PTSD, or posttraunatic
stress di sorder, and about one in four veterans
age 18 to 25 suffer the effects of substance
abuse. This conbination of nmental illness and
subst ance abuse occasionally leads to

honel essness and cri ne.

It's an unfortunate story, veterans
who have had no crimnal history prior to serving
our nation appearing before a judge to answer to
charges that result fromnental illness and
substance abuse. In the past they would be in
prison, which is costly for the state and | eaves
little hope for recovery for these individuals
who have served this nation

In Western New York it was deci ded
that it was tinme to break this trend. Judge
Robert Russell stepped up in January 2008. He
joined forces with Vietnam veteran Hank Pirowski
to create the Buffal o Veterans Treatnent Court.

Thi s i nnovative programdiverts
veterans away fromthe traditional crimna

justice systeminto a specialized veterans
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treatment court. In the setting of this
treatment court, veterans reconnect with the

val ues of service, sacrifice and hard work which
led themto the arned forces to begin wth.

Vet erans al so receive assistance in
gai ning access to the benefits and services that
they have rightfully earned by serving this great
country. Mich of that assistance cones from
fell ow veterans who serve as vol unteer nentors,
under the | eadership of Coordinator Jack
O Connor, hinself a Vietnam veteran.

The Buffal o Veterans Treat nment
Court was the first of its kind throughout the
entire nation. Wen Judge Russell and
M. Pirowski |aunched the Buffal o Veterans
Treatnment Court, it quickly becane a national
nodel . Municipalities around the country | ooked
to Buffalo for | eadership when it cane to best
serving veterans. Today there are over 80
Veterans Treatnent Courts in the nation, and
hundreds nore are in the works.

This January the court cel ebrated
its fourth anniversary. The City of Buffalo, the
State of New York, and our entire nation are

benefiting fromthe | eadershi p of Judge Robert
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Russel|l and the service of the Buffal o Veterans
Treat ment Court.

Thank you, Judge Russell, for your
vi sion and | eadership. Thank you also to
M. O Connor for your service to our nation and
commtment to your fellow veterans. Al so we owe
a special debt of gratitude to the late M. Hank
Pi rowski, who passed away earlier this year

M. President, today we conmend the
Buf fal o Veterans Treatnent Court and applaud its
ongoi ng service and support for the veterans of
Western New York. | would ask that this
resol ution be open to this honorabl e body for
cosponsor shi p.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Seei ng
no ot her Senator w shing to be heard, the
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The

resol ution is adopt ed.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2215

And that will be open to all the
menbers. Anyone wi shing not to be on the
resol ution please notify the desk.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

There's a resolution at the desk by
Senator Gisanti, Nunber 3744. It was previously
adopted by the house on March 27th. Could we
just have the title read, and Senator Giisanti
woul d |ike to nake a statenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3744, by Senator Gisanti,
commenorating the 42nd Anniversary of Earth Day
on April 22, 2012.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Gisanti.

SENATOR GRI SANTI : Thank you,
M. President.

That's right, it's the 42nd year of
the birth in 1970. Jim Hendrix had passed away,
the | ast Beatle al bumwas heard, and that

beauti ful song by Sinon & Garfunkel, "Bridge Over
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Troubl ed Waters," was actually brought into
fruition.

But Earth Day al so nmeant protests
in 1970 about the war. But what had happened
during that tine period is we capitalized on the
ener gi ng consci ousness, channeling the energy of
the war protests and putting the environnental
concerns out front and center.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare
political alignment, enlisting support from
Republ i cans, Denocrats, rich, poor, city
slickers, farmers, tycoons, and | abor | eaders.

The first Earth Day led to the
creation of the U S. Environnental Protection
Agency and the passage of the Clean Air, Cean
Wat er and Endangered Species Acts. It was a
ganble, but it paid off.

In 1990 Earth Day continued, and it
went global. Over 200 mllion people in 141
countries joined. Then, in the mllennium of
2000, a canpaign for gl obal warm ng and a focus
on clean energy then took place.

But this year, ny friends and
col | eagues, on April 22nd, nore than 1 billion

peopl e around this great earth will participate
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in Earth Day 2012. It will help nobilize the
earth. People of all nationalities and
backgrounds will voice their appreciation for the
pl anet and its protection. Together we wll
stand united for a sustainable future and cal
upon i ndi vidual s, agencies, organizations and
governments to do their part.

The fight for a clean environment
continues in a climate of increasing urgency as
t he ravages of climate change becone nore
mani fest every day. | invite everybody to talk
to your conmunity | eaders, talk to your bl ock
clubs, talk to your neighbors -- we invite
everybody to be a part of Earth Day on the 22nd
and help wite many nore victories for this
success into history. Discover energy you didn't
know you had and protect the planet.

Thank you, M. President. | open
this up for everybody in this fine chanber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Thank
you, Senator Gisanti.

The resol ution has previously been
adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
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M. President. | believe we are now prepared to
have the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
193, by Senator Gisanti, Senate Print 6084B, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Parker recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
457, by Senator Ritchie, Senate Print 6774, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Duane to explain his vote.

SENATOR DUANE: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

Sadly, I"'mgoing to be voting in
the negative on this. |1'mconcerned about a few
of the words in the first and second |ine,

"intentionally" and "intent,"” how this inpacts
t he burden placed on DAs and how a person m ght
def end t hensel ves.

Also |I'mnot sure what "another
i nstrument commonly used"” could be. Could that
be a kind of collar? | mean, does it go as far
as a dog -- you know, food or what their -- it's
j ust too vague.

And | also think it's too harsh
And | also think that we should be cogni zant that
j ust because sonmeone nerely possesses, even if

they're no longer involved in this behavior but

haven't gotten rid of any paraphernalia, they
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m ght be caught up in this.

So | look forward to working with
t he sponsor on maybe tightening the | anguage a
little bit nore, and then | would be pleased to
vote in the affirmative. But as it's witten
now, | amgoing to be voting in the negative,

though | certainly agree with the spirit of the

| aw.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Duane will be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53. Nays,
3. Senators Duane, Montgonmery and Parker
recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
458, by Senator Little, Senate Print 553, an act
to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Parker recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
459, by Senator Young, Senate Print 2839A, an act
to amend the Soil and Water Conservation
Districts Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Parker recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
462, by Senator Grisanti, Senate Print 6638, an
act to anend Chapter 122 of the Laws of 2000.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he
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| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54. Nays,
2. Senators Duane and Parker recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
463, by Senator Grisanti, Senate Print 6639, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Parker recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
470, by Senator Little, Senate Print 6670, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Parker recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
495, by Senat or Robach, Senate Print 6960, an act
to amend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 18. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
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1. Senator Parker recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Li bous, that concludes the
readi ng of the active |ist.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: There is
none.

SENATOR LI BOUS: There bei ng no
further business, | nove that we adjourn until
Wednesday, April 25th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days to be |l egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, April 25th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:04 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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