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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO In the
absence of clergy, | ask all present to pl ease
bow their heads in a nmoment of silent
reflection.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Tuesday, March 27th, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Monday,
March 26th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.
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Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Carl ucci .

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you.
M. President, | nove that ny
bill, Senate Print 6667, be discharged from

its respective conmttee and be recommtted
with instructions to strike the enacting
cl ause.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. So
or der ed.
SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Li bous.
SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
t hank you very much

At this tine there will be an

i mredi ate nmeeting of the Finance Commttee in

Room 332, an i medi ate neeting of the Finance

Committee in Room 332.
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In the interim the Senate wl|
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
an i medi ate neeting of the Senate Finance
Commi ttee in Room 332.

The Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:30 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:45 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
may we return to the reports of standing
committees. | believe there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmttee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Reports
of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read the report
of the Finance Commttee.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, fromthe Conmittee on Finance,
reports the following bills direct to third

r eadi ng:
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Senate Print 6255D, Senate Budget
Bill, an act to amend the Executive Law,

Senat e 6258D, Senate Budget Bill,
an act to authorize funding; and

Senat e 6260C, Senate Budget Bill,
an act to amend the Racing, Pari-Mituel Wagering
and Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO So
ordered. Al bills reported to third reading.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,

may we have the reading of the noncontroversi al

cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
471, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 6255D, an
act --

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
472, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 6258D, an
act to authorize.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: And Cal endar
Nunber 473, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print
6260C, an act to anend the Racing --

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
is laid aside.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,

may we have the controversial reading of the

cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
471, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 6255D, an

act to anmend the Executive Law.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Can
have sone order in the chanber, please.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATCR SKELOCS: M. President, if
| could nake sone opening conments and then

know t hat Senat or DeFranci sco, chair of the
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Finance Commttee, awaits the questions but even
nore so will have the answers.

For many years, as all of us know,
especially those of us who have served in the
Senate for a nunber of years, |ate budgets were
the norm W never passed a budget on
March 28th, but it became nore |ike June 28th
July, or even August in 2009.

Today the Senate begins the process
of passing our budget bills that will be passed
early for the second year in a row And it shows
that state governnent is functioning.

We are restoring the people's faith
in conpetence, not just with us but in state
government. They know that we can work in a
bi parti san fashion and enact a fiscally
responsi bl e state budget that neets the needs of
t he people of this great state.

| want to give credit to
Governor Cuono for not only working with us but
listening to us and understandi ng that a budget
is one of conprom se that brings all the
interests of this state together.

And | want to thank Assenbly

Speaker Silver, all of the nenbers of the Senate
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Republ i can Conference, and the nenbers of the
Senate Mnority for participating in the
conference commttee process and giving positive
input that resulted in this very good budget.
Staff on both the Majority and the
Mnority side worked extrenely hard. Speci al
tribute to Robert Mijica, secretary of the
Fi nance Conmittee, all the Finance staff for the
great work that they did -- sleepless nights,
many sl eepl ess nights, but just a fabulous job --
and to our counsel, Di ane Burman, and
Counsel's Ofice for their equally good work.
Thi s budget realizes |ong-held
Senat e Republican priorities, including a
commtment to spending restraint, no new taxes,
and initiatives that will help the private sector
create new j obs.
For the second year in a row,
overal | spending has been reduced. W have held
the line on taxes and elimnated nearly
$13 billion in conbined deficits w thout raising
taxes. We were able to cut taxes just a few
nmont hs ago when we reduced state inconme-tax rates
for 4.4 mllion New Yorkers to the | owest |eve

in 58 years. And we repealed the job-killing MA
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payrol |l tax, which officially goes away on
April 1st for nost people who paidit.

This budget will create thousands
of new jobs across the State of New York through
t he New York Works programthat invests in our
state's roads, highways, and bridges.

There are nmany positive things we
are achieving with this budget: A second round
of Regi onal Council award funding, $500 mllion
to continue the inportant work we did in | ast
year's budget to rebuild our regi onal econom es.
Keeping all 11 DOT regional offices open. W
gained a commtnment to getting the MIA capital
pl an and DOT capital plan back on the sane track
to ensure regional parity and fairness.

School aid increases, 4 percent,
and it's distributed fairly across the state.
Restoring the EPIC programto help seniors afford
the cost of prescription drugs. Helping property
t axpayers by providing mandate relief for
counties and New York City.

The state will take over the growth
and | ocal share of Medicaid costs, saving | ocal
governments and property taxpayers $1.2 billion

over the next five years. This is in addition to
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t he maj or pension reformwe passed earlier this
nonth that will also reduce the burden on | ocal
government and property taxpayers.

This is a budget that we all can be
proud of. It's a budget that benefits the people
of this state because it reduces spending, does
not raise any taxes, and will create jobs.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Skel os.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, Yes. Before
expl aining the first budget bill -- we're dealing
with Public Protection and General Covernnent,
the Article 7 -- | just wanted to add one thing,
you know, that should be enphasized. And that is
that nost states are having the same probl ens
that New York State is presently having. And in
nost states we're seeing a lot nore difficulty in
bal anci ng budgets, a lot nore incivility in the
process.

And the way in which this process
has been conducted these | ast couple of years has
really been refreshing, nunmber one.

Number two is we have to be
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fiscally prudent in the State of New York so that
we can make it viable for businesses actually to
create jobs so nore people are working and
there's a bigger tax base.

And, incredibly, the Al Funds
budget is less this year than it was | ast year,
and | ast year was | ess than the year before. The
last tine two state budgets had | ess overal
spendi ng two consecutive years was about 30 years
ago.

So despite that, we're increasing
essential services for Medicaid by 4 percent and,
in addition, increasing education spending by
4 percent, unlike nost states.

So this has been a | ot of hard work
by a lot of people, and it is a budget we should
all be proud of no matter what side of the aisle
we're on.

Wth respect to 6255D, which is the
Public Protection and General Government section,
"1l point out a couple of highlights and then

"1l be happy to answer any questi ons.

First of all, for the cities that
are listed in the bill, there was a spin-up which
allows early access to funds -- and all the
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cities that have the spin-up are listed, and the
anounts are listed in the bill -- which will help
them And the only purpose, the only use that
they can make of this is to resolve a budget
deficit. It can't be for nore spending on new
progranms, it's to resolve the budget deficit so
they would be in a position to bal ance their
books as wel | .

Wth respect to the DNA bill that
we recently passed, the expansion, the effective
date is noved closer to August 1 instead of the
original date of COctober 1 of this year, and
approximately $2 mllion has been set aside to
hel p nove the process and nmake sure there's
fundi ng enough to collect the sanples and to
performwhat has to be perforned to make that
wor K.

There's a repeal of the ill-advised
CoBI S system That's where we spent an awful | ot
of noney and got no results froma systemthat
didn't work. And there's authorization to
replace it with a nationally recognized
alternative, and that alternative is N BIN, which
"1l be happy to explain further if necessary.

Many out dated state procurenent
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procedures and printing practices have been
nodified in this bill, and there's several of
themthat | can expand on if necessary. And in
addi tion, we have had a renami ng of the Ofice of
Technol ogy to the Ofice of Information

Technol ogy Services, which nore accurately
reflects what it does.

And as far as the MIA, we're paying
the MIA for costs associated with pronoting
access to enpl oynent through reinbursenents for
E- ZPass tolls paid by residents of Broad Channel,
Rockaway Peni nsul a, and over the Cross-Bay
Vet erans Menorial Bridge.

And on Friday we'll talk nore about
t he capital expenditures that have been
aut hori zed for the MIA as well as the other
transportation benefits that are needed to fix
our infrastructure throughout the state.

There's been an issue about
facility parole officers, that we're | osing that
title. W were able to negotiate | anguage t hat
i ndicates that that parole officer would be in a
position to take the place of a retired parole
officer so that they are still in the pecking

order that they were as far as that position,
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which certainly is better than just being taken
out of the facility parole officer
cl assification.

There are other things in this bill
that if there's interest in exploring theml|'d be
nore than happy to answer those questions. And
that is howl'Il end ny opening statenent about
this particular bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, M. President. Good norning.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Good
nor ni ng.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | have a coupl e
of questions for the sponsor, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFranci sco will vyield.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| guess, as a statenent, | don't
think there's a | ot of disagreenment over this
bill today with ny coll eagues. So there's not

that many questions | have on this bill.
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But Senat or DeFrancisco in his
openi ng comrents was referencing the spin-up of
AlM funding for various cities. | don't see that
| anguage in the PPGG bill. Could he help ne see
where that is in this bill that we're debating
ri ght now?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It's sort of
a preview of what's to cone. There's an
amendnent to another bill where the actual
dollars will be in the bill, but I have a list of
those if people are interested. But it's
actually the -- the specific bill is part of --
the specific section is part of another bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

M. President, if through you the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And | appreciate
that. | also thought it was in a different bill,
not this bill.

Where's the AIM funding for the
City of New York, which of these two bills?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. "' msorry,
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what ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The Al M fundi ng
for the City of New York. It's not in this
bill. Mght we be seeing that in a later bill?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO You m ght
not. There's no acceleration of New York City
Al M f undi ng.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So there's AIM funding and then

there's acceleration of AIMfunding. | believe,
that before we were tal king about what -- we use
the termspin-up, which is really -- the Senator

is correct, it's really not additional noney,
it's acceleration of the paynent of conmtted
nmoney of AIM So | don't think we disagree
t here.

But in followi ng up on his |ast
statenent, so he's saying there's not

accel eration of AlMnoney for New York City,
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al though there is for quite a long list of other
| ocations. |Is there any Al M funding for New York
City, whether accelerated or not?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO No, there is
not. There's no AIMfunding for anybody. This
is just an acceleration of funding that these
cities would be able to receive eventually, just
pushing it into their current budget year to help
them avoid a deficit situation.

Thi s has been done in prior years,
and in view of the fiscal difficulties that these
cities are having, it was negotiated that this
spi n-up woul d be appropriate for this year.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, one additional question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Again, just to clarify, because
we're tal king about one topic that nay not be in
this bill but is in future bills, for me to just
make sure | have understood correctly, there is
AlM funding for other cities, there is spin-up
accel eration for sone of that funding, but there

is no AIMfunding for the Gty of New York. |Is
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that a correct anal ysis?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That's
correct. Because there's other benefits in the
budget that go to New York City, especially the
t akeover of Medicaid, a greater share of the
Medi cai d burden

And 70 percent of all Medicaid
dollars are spent in New York City. So this was
done in order to conpensate or help other cities
who will not realize those types of savings.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't have any
ot her questions for the Senator, just | guess a
fol |l owup statenent.

W will be getting to the Health
budget and Medi caid spending | believe on Friday,
as scheduled. And so in fact, for the record,
there is not an increased percentage share for
Medi cai d takeover for the City of New York. Al
counties are being treated equally froma
per cent age perspective.

| amgoing to vote yes on this
budget, and | appreciate the sponsor's answers to
nmy questions.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Thank
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you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,
M. President. Ladies and gentlenen --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Diaz, are you on the bill?

SENATOR DI AZ: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Diaz on the bill.

SENATOR DI AZ: On the bill.

Ladi es and gentl eman, today we
start our voting on the budget. Today we start,
endi ng maybe Friday. W are going to start
di scussing and voting for a budget that three nen
in a roomgot together and deci ded.

We are going to hear throughout
this week, many tinmes we're going to hear
prai sing the Governor, how great the Governor has
done, we're going to hear how great the
Legi sl ature has done in getting a budget on tine.

Last year the CGovernor got a budget
on tinme. And you should know and what you shoul d
know is that | was the only one, together with
Senat or Duane, who voted agai nst that budget, and

that 1'mplanning to do the sane throughout this
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week.

And this week we will hear and we
will brag about it, about that the budget
elimnated close to $13 billion wthout
i ncreasing taxes. Ww. The elimnation of close
to $13 billion wi thout increasing taxes. Wat a
mar vel ous achi evenent for Governor Cuono.

Only one problem | adies and
gentlemen. Only one problem That if you
elimnate $13 billion w thout increasing taxes,
sonebody has to pay for it. Sonebody, somewhere,
is going to get hurt. You cannot elimnate
$13 billion without increasing taxes and sonebody
won't get hurt.

And who is going to get hurt? The
sanme people that always get hurt. Bl ack,

Hi spani c, and the poor people throughout the
state. So we are going to brag about bal anci ng
t he budget on the backs of the poor.

Last year, for exanple, |ast year
you all voted for a wonderful budget,

Governor Cuonp's budget that cut, that elimnated
$48 mllion froma programcalled EPIC for senior
citizens. Last year you all elimnated

$48 mllion to a programcalled EPIC geared to
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hel p senior citizens pay for their prescription
drugs. And you, with the Governor, forced the
3-point-sone-mllion citizens in the state to pay
25 percent of the value of their prescription
dr ugs.

You did it. The Governor, Governor
Andrew Cuonp did it last year. You are forcing
nore than 3 mllion senior citizens in the State
of New York to put up 25 percent of their
prescription drugs.

| have to give credit to the
Republ i can Conference in the Senate this year --
alittle credit, alittle bit only, not the whole
credit. Because they tried, they tried to
reinstate this year the $48 mllion. And to the
shane of the other side, the Assenbly, the
Denocratic Assenbly, they rejected that.

Let ne repeat that again. The
Republ i can Senat e pushed Governor Cuonp and
everybody else to reinstate the $48 million that
were taken away, that were taken away fromthe
senior citizens' EPIC program|ast year, to
include it in this year. But the
Denocratic-controll ed Assenbly rejected that.

So they had to come an agreenent.
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Okay, let's take $10 million. And we all say

bi ngo, whoop-de-doo. W are reinstating

$30 million in EPIC for the senior citizens.

What a wonderful idea. Wait, wait a nonent.

Wait a nonent, |adies and gentlenen. There is a
problem That the noney that you took |ast year
fromthe senior citizens' EPIC program and you
are trying to reinstate this year $30 nmillion
that $30 mllion that you reinstated this year
will come into effect on January 1, 2013.

So to all you 3 mllion senior
citizens out there, don't get sick until January
2013. Because you get sick before January 2013,
you got a big problem senior citizens. So don't
get sick. To all those senior citizens, don't
get sick. Because the greatest legislators in
the State of New York are putting back
$30 mllion for EPIC. But again -- and | want to
repeat nyself again so you can understand ny
broken English good -- you got to wait till
January 2013 for the senior citizens to be able
to pay only $20 as a copaynent.

That is a shame. That is a
di sgrace, |l adies and gentlenen. That is a

di sgrace, |adies and gentlenen. You are abusing
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our seniors. You did it |ast year, and you are
doing it this year. And we are going to cone
here now to say, Wonderful, we're bal ancing the
budget, the Governor, the Enperor Cuono,

Enperor Cuonp is saying to New York State, W
have a bal anced budget before April 1st. Qoh
(clapping). It is a shane.

And to celebrate the victory of the
enperor, the enperor is calling all of you
tonorrow to cone to his house to eat his food and
to partake with himthe wi ne and beer and rice
and beans for the great achievenent that you are
about to do.

It is ny purpose -- | have never
attended any one of those things because | cannot
be that -- | cannot be that hypocrite. But,

M. President, you can count ny negative vote in
all these pieces of legislation, all of these

pi eces of vote, because |I'mnot planning -- as |
did last year, | amnot planning to be part of
this farce, schene, and gane played on the backs
of the poor of the Gty of New York

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank

you, Senator Diaz.
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Senat or Peralta.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,
M. President.

Here we go again. Déj a vu.
Politics as usual in Al bany. Another year where
we sacrifice saving lives to the m crostanping
t echnol ogy for politics.

In all the tinme that |'ve spent
fighting for mcrostanping, one part of the
opposition stands out to ne as the nost difficult
to explain. How can a party that considers
itself the chanpion of |aw and order continue to
pl ace its own judgnent above the expert opinion
of | aw enforcenent? Mre than 80 police
departnments and | aw enforcenent organi zations
across the state have said: W need
m crostanping, it will help us solve gun
nmurders. Yet the voices of those who best
understand gun-crine investigations are
consi stently dism ssed or ignored.

| nst ead, opponents of this bill
danci ng around the issue, arguing that
m crostanping costs too nmuch, that it will drive
manuf acturers out of the state, or that it

doesn't work. None of these argunents are
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supported by reality.

M crostanmping will not place an
undue cost on manufacturers or purchasers.
Mcrostanping is little different than the
uni versal practice of inprinting serial nunbers
on all guns sold in the United States.

The required machinery is not

hi ghly specialized, so additional overhead is

mnimal. Each inprint can be inprinted in | ess
than a second, so production will not be
del ayed. If a manufacturer doesn't want to deal

with this mnor hassle, it can easily farm out
its mcrostanping requirenents to a conpany that
specializes in |aser etching.

Finally, as | have enphasized many
times, if mcrostanpi ng cannot be performnmed for
$12 or less, the law will never go into effect.
Any argunent about overwhel ming costs is sinply
an attack on a straw nan.

There's also no legitimte reason
to believe that mcrostanping will drive
manuf acturers out of the state. The only
manufacturer to |leave California after it passed
m crostanping was a small conpetition-pistol

maker with a handful of enployees.
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I n Massachusetts, the nation's
ol dest and | argest firearm nmanufacturer, Smth &
Wesson, remai ns headquartered in Springfield nore
than a decade after the state began requiring
t anper-resi stant serial nunbers on guns,
sonmething very simlar to mcrostanping. In
fact, after Smth & Wesson becane the first
manuf acturer to conply with these regul ati ons,
not a single other gun maker abandoned the
st at e.

I f history isn't proof enough, you
only need to | ook at the basic economcs. This
| egi sl ation applies not just to handguns
manuf actured in New York but all sem automatic
pistols sold in the state, wherever they are
made. So a costly relocation process just does
not make any financial sense, even if Rem ngton
subnmits a letter saying that they would do so.
Smart busi nesses don't take on nassive
unnecessary costs out of spite, and there's no
reason to believe that New York's gun
manuf acturers woul d be an exception.

Cops want m crostanpi ng because
it's a tool that works. A peer-reviewed study by

the m crostanping inventor -- a |ifelong nenber
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of the NRA, by the way, and an avid hunter --
showed that m crostanp markings successfully
transferred nore than 95 percent of the tine.

Even the relatively critical study
by the Suffolk County firearns exam ner, which is
so often cited by opponents of this bill,
denonstrated a 54 percent rate of perfect
transfers. That study was al so conducted in
2005, before significant inprovenents were nade
to technol ogy.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Li bous, why do you rise?

SENATCR LI BOUS: Poi nt of order.

SENATOR PERALTA: Mor eover - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or

Peralta.

Senat or Li bous, what is your point
of order?

SENATOR LI BOUS: I"mquite
confused. There's a bill before the house and

Senator Peralta is debating an entirely different
issue that is not in the bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Li bous, your point is well-taken.
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Senat or Peralta, would you pl ease
remain germane to the bill at hand.

SENATOR PERALTA: This is
germane. Since CoBlI S was taken out of the
current bill, Public Protection bill, | want to
talk alittle bit about --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Speaki ng
on the specific itens in this bill, though,
Senator Peralta. You nust --

SENATOR PERALTA: Unli ke CoBI'S, |
am-- and that's what 1'mgoing to get to.
Unlike CoBI'S, which is not only ineffective but
costly, mcrostanping costs --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Breslin, why do you rise?

SENATOR BRESLI N: Just a point of
order, M. President.

It is the Public Protection bill.
And | think that Senator Peralta should be able
to explain things that not only are directly in
here but things that have been elimnated in the
process. Because we're trying to protect the
peopl e of the State of New York, and this is
public protection.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Thank
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you, Senator Breslin.

Senat or Peralta.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,
M. President.

Unlike CoBIS, which is not only
i neffective but costly, mcrostanping will cost
the state absolutely nothing and could actually
save New York noney. M crostanping can
streanline and sinplify a significant nunber of
gun-crime investigations, allowing critical
resources to be devoted to other tasks.

For instance, a m crostanp
shel | casing could be read using the standard
m croscopes found even in the snallest crine
|abs. In many cases it would be possible to read
the markings at a crine scene using a magnifying
gl ass, saving additional tinme and noney.
Mor eover, no expensive new dat abase woul d be
required. Law enforcenment would sinply submt a
trace request to ATF, as they have for decades.

M crost anpi ng can hel p police solve
crines faster, getting crimnals off the street
and benefiting the state's bottomline, which is
what we're all trying to do here.

The brave men and wonen of | aw
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enf orcenent have been ignored | ong enough. W
owe it to themto put mcrostanping in this
budget and finally give themthe effective,

| ow-cost tool they need in the fight against
crime. Unfortunately, it's G oundhog Day again
in Al bany, with another year of passing on

m crost anpi ng because it's politics as usual.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Nozzol i o.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

M. President and ny col |l eagues,
aptly naned, this nmeasure before us is focusing
on public protection and protecting those that
protect us in keeping us safe.

There are two or three areas that |
woul d i ke to draw special focus to that are in
this neasure that | believe each of us that
supports it will be very proud of.

First, I"'mextrenely pl eased
Governor Cuonp has reinstated the training
instruction academ es for our New York State
Police, our correction officers, and our parole

supervi sors.
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That the parole officers,
correction officers and State Police officers and
ot her public protection officers have had no
relief over these past few years. The public
protection aspect of our state, because of the
| ack of focus and dire econony, have not had the
renewal and the additional forces trained and
brought into the enpl oynent sector.

New rmuscl e for the State Police,
new hires for our state correctional officers, as
wel | additional new trai ned personnel for our
parole officers are all part of this budget, are
all extrenmely necessary, and |I'm pl eased t hat
public protection aspects of the budget focus on
t hese i nportant issues.

|'d also like to say that the
nmeasure i s understanding of those facility parole
of ficers, those who are working in our
correctional facilities in the capacity of parole
officers. And many in this roomsigned letters,
focused attention on their issues, particularly
in the sense that many in the facilities want to
get out into the field.

Now, because of the new influx of

trai ned personnel, they'll be able to. And this
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budget provision provides | anguage so that the
facility parole officers will be given priority
as those new parole officers are entering into
the systemand that they certainly will be
utilized. Wth their experience in the
facilities and their desire to be in the field,
facility parole officers are recogni zed as

i mportant conponents of this budget.

Those who are in the correctional
facilities wal k the toughest |aw enforcenment beat
in Anerica. W, as stewards of the correctional
systemin our state, need to have the appropriate
i nformati on about those correctional facilities.
That we have enacted legislation in the past to
achi eve that objective; that |egislation has been
vetoed in the past.

But this bill before us, in the
appropriate | anguage, has the type of direction
t hat we have been seeking. And |I'mvery pleased
again that this house, along with the Assenbly,
has obtai ned agreenent from Governor Cuono to
provide that information, the information that is
an inportant first step in understanding the
appropri ate deploynent in our correctional

facilities.
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| conplinent the Governor for his
willingness to listen on this inportant subject.
| am appreciative that there will be now
i nformation provided so that inportant decisions
can be made in the future about that depl oynent.

And lastly, 1'd like to conmend,
first, the Governor's position on elimnating
what has been an extrenely wasteful program over
t he past decade or so. In his original budget,
and I'mvery pleased that it is part of the
budget that we are voting on today, is the repeal
of the so-called CoBIS system

That system as | put it before
constituents 18 nonths ago in a practice we
est abli shed called "You Cut," where citizens had
the opportunity to |look at itens of state
expenditure and demand that they be elim nated,
over 40,000 constituents and citizens across this
state joined in our Internet interactive town
neeting, if you will, where citizens saw t he
CoBI S system as a total waste of noney and one
t hat shoul d be elim nated.

Governor Cuono certainly, in
putting it in his budget, understands that this

was a great place to save funds. It has not
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resulted in any convictions. And that, in
effect, it is sonething that we certainly could
elimnate and renpbve not just a costly process,
but a mandated one that was a total waste of
t axpayer doll ars.

|"mvery pleased that CoBIS is
elimnated in this budget, and that | believe the
title of this budget, "provision of public

protection,” lives up to its nane in the
conponents that are listed withinit. W are
establishing additional public protections here
as a result of the actions taken today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Nozzoli o.

| s there any ot her Senator w shing
to be heard?

Senat or DeFranci sco to cl ose.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, just
very briefly.

In place of CoBISis this NIBIN
National Integrated Ballistic Information
Network, that's in existence right now and is

under the control of the Bureau of Al cohol,

Tobacco, Firearns and Expl osives. And sone of
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nmoney from savings from CoBlI S are going to go
towards this new programto buy equi pnent to have
regi onal offices.

Right nowit's in effect in
New York City, and it's been extremely successfu
because it's getting crime-scene evidence and
conparing it to crine-scene evidence, ballistics
at other crine scenes to see if there's any
mat ches. New York City Police to date has had
over 2100 hits. [Illinois State Police, Chicago,
1500 hits matching it with other crinme scenes.

Al | egheny County, Pennsylvania, 1500 hits.

The Santa Ana, California, Police
Departnent, a thousand hits, while they're
waiting to inplenment a bill that hasn't been
i mpl enented for a different system the
m crostanping system So they're using this
right now, and it's being effective right now.
So that's a good alternative, and | think it's a
prudent one.

Secondly, with respect to the EPIC
program that Senator Diaz nentioned, there has
been substantial restorations in this budget to
the EPIC program including the fact that
copays are now going to be $3 to $20. And that
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was one of the biggest problems when the Governor
cut it last year. The Legislature put sone noney
back but not enough back. Mre noney is put in
to make the EPIC programwork a | ot better.

So | think nothing is perfect, but
this is an excellent bill and I'd urge the
adoption and the positive vote of everyone in the
chanbers.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Debate is closed, and the Secretary
will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Squadron to explain his vote.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,

M. President.
| appreciate the debate and

conversation we've had today. | think there's a
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ot that's good in this bill, in fact, as | read
the title, "an act to amend the Executive Law in
relation to DNA testing of certain offenders,"”
et cetera.

Unfortunately, this bill |eaves out
DNA for guns, which would solve crines, would
protect citizens across this state. It's a real
shane that, for whatever reason, special
interests are standing in the way of public
protection.

It's still a good bill. It should
have m crostanmping init. [I'll vote yes and |
hope that mny col |l eagues on the other side of the
aisle will allow a full debate and vote on
m crostanping to protect citizens and | aw
enf orcenent before the year is out.

| vote yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Squadron, do you vote in the affirmative?

SENATOR SQUADRON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Squadron will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Peralta to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR PERALTA: Yes, thank you,
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M. President.

| just want to clarify that there
are some good points in this Public Protection
bill, but I wanted to clarify that for NIBIN to
work as an investigative tool, three conditions
must be nmet. First, a gun nust have been
recovered, used in a previous crine or test-fired
by police or the manufacturer, and had an i mge
of its tool marks entered into the system nore
t han once. The probability of neeting these
requirenents has limted NIBIN users to a hit
rate of 1.8 percent, based on nobst recent
avai | abl e dat a.

So when you're using NIBIN as a
repl acenent for CoBIS, you have a 1.8 percent
rate of success. So | don't understand when the
Senat or stands up and tal ks about how effective
it is in other counties when it really isn't.

Al t hough this Public Protection
bill has many good qualities, has many good itens
init, and 1'Il be voting in the affirmative for
it, we need to send a | oud nessage on
m crostanping. M crostanpi ng was not included,
it should have been included, and |'mvery

di sappointed that it wasn't.
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So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Peralta to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Diaz to explain his vote.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

| hear Senator Peralta saying that
there is many good things in this budget, in this
bill. Well, there is good things for the
mllionaires. They don't have to pay taxes, they
have a break on that. There are good things for
t hose people that won't be affected by the cuts.

But how could | go to ny district,
how could I go throughout the state and tel
senior citizens, the 3-point-plus-mllion senior
citizens in the state that we have not only cut
$40 mllion last year fromEPIC, but now we are
putting back $30 mllion but they have to wait
until January 2013 so they could have help in
paying for their prescription drugs.

So how -- this is a good thing for
whon? We are abusing, we are |aughing, we are, |
mean, maki ng a nockery of our senior citizens,
| adi es and gentlenmen. |It's a good thing for

whont
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So |'m asking ny coll eagues,
especially the black and Hispanic | egislators,
stand up, fight for our communities. Send a
nmessage. Vote no as |'mvoting.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Diaz to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Perkins to explain his

vot e.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you very
much.

| just wanted to share ny
association with the mcrostanping bill and the

need for that to have been a part of this very,
very inportant piece of legislation. |'m going
to support the bill.

| also wish, in nmenory of the
Central Park Five, that there was a vi deotapi ng
of confessions aspect to this bill as well so
that those who are found guilty prematurely and
where evidence is later found out not to be as
accurate as it was intended to be would have al so
been included in this bill.

But ot herw se, | would have

preferred to, again, have videotaping of
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conf essi ons, mcrostanping, but in the nmeantine
I'I'l vote for the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Perkins to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rut h Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to support this |egislation,
with the caveat, of course -- as ny coll eagues
have stated, the two pieces that are m ssing for

me are mcrostanping as well as other aspects of

the DNA bill, which | have very clearly continued
to articulate and will continue to hope that we
will amend the DNA bill as we beconme nore

enl i ght ened about justice in this house.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. To explain ny vote.

One, let nme just congratul ate those

who have worked diligently on this budget to make

sure that we have it on tinme and try to address

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1620

sonme of the things that are inportant to the
State of New York as it relates to public
protection.

| want to join ny colleagues in

saying that the inclusion of the DNA expansion in

t he budget was, one, unnecessary. It didn't have
to be done here. It really should have been done
as a separate bill and we should have had a

separate conversation about it. And, frankly,
nore public hearings certainly would have been
hel pful. There's a |ot of things that are not
quite right with the DNA expansion bill, and I
have a real objection to that.

W al so didn't include the CoBIS,
t he Conbined Ballistic Identification System
And, you know, this should have been in the
budget and certainly would have helped in terns
of hel ping match shell casings.

And not to do the Conbi ned
Ballistic lIdentification Systemand then not to
do microstanping is insult to injury. And we
certainly need to do better if we're going to
protect the people of the State of New York and
certainly nenbers of |aw enforcenent who many

times are the victins of shootings.
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|"mvoting yes, but | want to be on
the record of indicating that we're not quite
doi ng as much as we can be doing in this budget
around public protection to protect our
communi ti es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Parker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 471: Ayes, 58. Nays, 2. Senators Diaz
and Duane recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, The bil

i s passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
472, Senate Print 6258D, Senate Budget Bill, an

act to authorize.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Breslin.

SENATCR BRESLI N: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
request that the reading be wai ved and that
Senator Avella be heard on the amendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Breslin, | have reviewed the anendnent that is
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before the desk, and in accordance with Rule 4,
Section 4B, | find the amendnent to be
nonger nmane.

The subj ect of the amendnment was
not part of the Executive Budget before the house
and properly aged, and there is an appropriation
in the amendnment bill that is proposed before us
at this point in time, and that is in order with
an Article 7 bill.

SENATCR BRESLI N: M. President, |
di sagree with that, but to save tine | wll
appeal the decision of the chair and ask Senator
Avella to be heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Ckay.
Senat or Breslin has asked for an appeal of the
ruling of the chair. Senator Avella may be heard
on t he appeal .

SENATOR AVELLA: Thank you,
M. President.

My anendnent to this budget bill,
whi ch woul d direct the Departnment of
Envi ronnental Conservation to conm ssion studies
to fully analyze both the potential seismc and
public health inmpacts of hydraulic fracturing and

appropriate $300,000 to fund these studies, is
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germane for the follow ng reasons.

The amendnment deals with the sane
subject matter as the underlying bill in the
foll owi ng respects. Both the budget bill and the
provi sions of ny anendnent propose changes to the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law with respect the
Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation's
responsi bilities and operations.

Two, certainly faced with a budget
bill of this type, this relatively nodest
proposed addition neither unreasonably expands
t he obj ect or subject of the underlying bill, nor
does it change the purpose, scope, or object of
the original bill.

The purpose and scope of the bill,

i f amended as | propose, would renmai n, anong

ot her things, to ensure that the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation has the proper tools
to protect the state's environnent.

Three, | would al so note that when
the Assenbly introduced its budget bills earlier
this nmonth, their proposal would have authorized
funding for a health inpact assessnment in the
same Article 7 bill.

Had the bill been originally
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introduced as | propose it now to be anended, it
woul d still have required consideration by the
same standing conmittee that reported the
underlying bill.

For the foregoing reasons, the
anmendnent |'ve offering today is gernane to the
bill currently under consideration.

And no matter which side of the
ai sl e you are on, whether you're for
hydr of racki ng or agai nst hydrofracki ng, the very
fact that we could do this process without
anal yzing the seismc or health inpacts of
hydrof racking in my opinion is an absol ute
di sgrace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Thank
you, Senator Avell a.

Al'l those in favor of overruling
the ruling of the chair please say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO All
t hose opposed say nay.

SENATCR BRESLI N: M. President.
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Breslin.
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SENATCOR BRESLI N: Show of hands,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO A show
of hands is requested and so ordered.

(Senators raised their hands.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Squadron, to repeat, all those in favor of
overruling the chair would signify by saying
aye. Those opposed, nay.

Senat or Breslin requested a show of
hands for those who are in favor of overruling
the chair.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
ruling of the chair stands.

The bill is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Debat e
is closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Senat or Krueger, why do you rise?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, | did
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have sone questions on this bill.
| wanted to doubl e-check. W had

noved past the hostile and we're back on the

bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, Senator LaValle, we will reopen
debat e.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, debate is reopened and, Senator
Krueger, you have the floor.

SENATCR LaVALLE: Wt h unani nous
consent, we'll reopen debate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator LaValle.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. W
were noving a little too quickly past the
hosti | e.

So we're out now on the TED bill,
what we call the TED bill, and --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Excuse
me, Senator Krueger.

May | have sone order in the house,
pl ease.

We are on Cal endar 472, Senator

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1627

Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you so
much, M. President.

Can the sponsor please help ne
understand Part DD, which is on page 45 of the
bill, and what specifically this portion of the
bill does for us? |It's an anendnent to the G een
Jobs, Green New York program |l egislation that we
had passed in this house for the state several
years ago.

So I"'mjust trying to make sure |
under stand what this section does.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, The current
| aw on the Green Jobs on-bill programrequires
that a nortgage be filed even though it's not a
lien on the property, a nortgage-Ilike docunent to
be filed when this financing takes pl ace.

The problemis, for some of the
people that do the work, in order to file a
nort gage you have to, according to sone
determ nation, you'd have to have a nortgage
broker's |icense.

VWll, all that was done here, it's
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a technical amendnment to change the nane of it to
a declaration rather than calling it a nortgage.
The declaration simlarly is not a lien on the
property, but it avoids the necessity that sone
have cl ai ned; nanely, that they'd have to have a
nort gage broker license to file some of these
nortgages. And as a result, thisis a-- it's an
anmendnent that's a lot to do about nothing.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | appreciate the
explanation, a lot to do about nothing. Thank
you, M. -- a Runsfeldian response, says the
Fi nance chair.

| f the sponsor would yield for an
addi ti onal question or two, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

In the section of the TED bil
deal ing with econom c devel opnent, in the
one- house budget resolution that passed this

fl oor the Senate Republicans were proposing sone
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speci fic oversi ght |anguage vis-a-vis the
Econom ¢ Regi onal Devel opment Councils. And when
| checked, the Assenbly was al so requesting sone
very -- even nore specific |anguage to handl e
ensuring that the Legi slature continues to have
oversi ght over these funds as we nove forward.

| s any of that |anguage here in
this bill?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It is not.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So | believe, as | read the
one- house proposals in both houses, that we were
all in agreenent that there should be sonme kind
of | anguage that would require the Econonic
Devel opnent Councils to be subject to open
neeting laws, to be required to submt updates on
their consolidated funding applications, a
bi annual public report on the pending and

approved grants through the CFAs, sone tracking
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of proposed and actual new jobs created or

retai ned, the actual value of matching capital
investnments, the data on the participation with
MABE awar ds, and the total econom c inpact of the
proj ect conpared to the investnments nade.

Even though the sponsor has said
that the answer is no, none of this is in the
budget bill today, would he agree that woul d have
been a preferabl e outcone?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Sure, it
woul d have been preferable. That's exactly why
we put it in our one-house budget, because that
was our position.

But the fact of the matter is a
budget is a negotiated docunent. And when it
conmes to the end of the day, you get certain
t hi ngs you want and you don't get other things
you want, and then you nmake a deci sion do you
continue with further negotiation or do you cl ose
t he budget down based upon a reasonabl e
conprom se on all of the issues. And that's what
happened in this case.

And as far as the only oversight we
really have is that we have the authority to

appropriate funds. And if this process is not
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done in a way that's satisfactory to the
Legislature this com ng year, then there's

anot her budget year, and that other budget year
can determne the additional funding, if any, for
this particular program

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | appreciate the sponsor's
answers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Are you
on the bill or do you want to ask questions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Poi nt of
clarification, if I mght, just to nmake sure |
follow protocol. My | make a statenment on the
bill and then i medi ately go back to questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Absol utely. Absolutely.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
just want to nake sure | get this right.

So on the bill, I wish that we had
the inproved transparency and the correct system
in place to make sure that the econom c
devel opnent funds that we are awardi ng through
appropriation through this bill to the Regi onal
Econom ¢ Devel oprment Councils, we had the

transparency, we had the recordkeepi ng, we had
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t he tracking.

| am di sappointed it's not in this
budget bill. [I'mglad to hear fromny coll eague
and friend Senator DeFrancisco that | think he
agrees with ne that we would prefer to have it in
t he budget bill. And he's right, a budget is a
negoti ati on.

So just for the record, on the
bill, I carry a separate piece of |egislation,
S2854, which enacts the unified economc
devel opnent budget requirenments for the state
which | believe we could proudly pass in this
house and potentially pass in the Assenbly soon
after, perhaps after break, and it would all ow us
to make sure we had this kind of accountability
and transparency and the information available to
us and the public.

Not through the budget bill,
because it's not here in the budget, but we could
acconplish this within a nmatter of weeks
afterwards. So |I'm hoping that that is something
we coul d take up soon after the break.

| would now, M. President, like to
go back to asking questions of the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Senat or
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DeFranci sco yi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, | do.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

| want to junp to sone
envi ronnent al questions. Cbviously the TED bil
covers many different pieces of the budget within
one bill.

There is a proposal that was made
to nmove the, quote, unquote, nickels collected
through the Bottle Bill fromthe General Fund to
t he Environnental Protection Fund. Did that nake
it intothis bill?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, it is
not in this bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, it is not
inthis bill.

Thank you, M. President. Through
you, if the sponsor could continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

There were al so proposals to

provi de funding to coal-fired power plants in the
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formof |ong-termcontracts between the Power
Aut hority and the plants in Ni agara and
Chaut auqua counties. Did that end up in this
budget bill?
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO It did not.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
There was al so a proposal to
permanent|ly extend tax incentives associated with
t he broken Brownfields C eanup Program Did
t hose incentives end up in this budget bill?
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Negati ve.
SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President,
on the bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger on the bill.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
| am very pl eased that the

coal -fired power plant proposal did not nake it

into the budget bill. | am disappointed that --
excuse ne, |'m pleased that the brownfield
| anguage didn't nake it into the budget bill, and

| am di sappoi nted that the funding noving to the
EPF rather than the General Fund fromthe Bottle
Bill did not nake it in. So | have sonme pl uses

and some mnuses on ny scorecard al ready.
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To follow through with sone
addi ti onal questions for the sponsor.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, you
nmay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

There was some debate about how
much noney woul d be avail abl e for snoking
cessation prograns in the state budget. Can the
sponsor clarify for me what happened with those
funds?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO ' ve been

inforned that there was a restoration of

$5 mllion for snoking cessation programs. It's
not inthis bill, however. 1It's in the Health
bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1636

Shifting fromenvironnment to
transportation, there's a New York Wrks Task
Force that was proposed by the Governor and
actually tal ked about in his State of the State
address. It's ny understanding there were quite
a few changes nade in the creation of a task
force with certain responsibilities.

Coul d the sponsor help ne
understand the role of this task force and what
say the Legislature will have over determ ning
how the funding is allocated? Because ny
understanding is this could be close to
$16 billion for capital funds, and it's not being
line-itemed-out in the budget or in a separate
docunment we have now. So |I'd like his help in
under st andi ng how the Legislature will have a say
over the funding being spent in the future
t hrough this task force.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO First of
all, the task force will consist of 15 nenbers,
ni ne appoi nted by the Governor, two by the
majority party of each house, and one nenber from
the mnority party of each house.

And t he purpose behind it is to

review all of the projects that are capital
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projects that are being considered by all the
agencies in an effort to try to coordinate al

t he construction-type work that other agencies
are doing. Right now, sonetinmes the |left hand
doesn't know what the right hand is doing. There
may be a duplication of efforts, whether it's
studi es or engineering work or the |iKke.

And the concept is for this group
to review all the projects fromdifferent
agencies and different departnents to try to cone
up with a coordinated effort.

Now, the input the Legislature has
is through their nmenbers that have been
appointed. And this task force, however, is
purely advisory. They don't nake the decisions,
t hey advise the agencies. And ultimately the
adm ni stration will nmake these decisions as to
what projects are done and by which agency or
departnment they're done.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Appreciate the answer. | think
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this is a new concept for all of us, to create a
task force with advisory votes on the expenditure
of capital noney.

Am | correct, is there a specific
dollar figure for an appropriation in this budget
that will be then put under the authority of the
task force to deci de who, what, where spends with
an advi sory vote on those specific proposals, as
j ust expl ained by the sponsor?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO This will be
in the appropriations bill, there will be a
mllion dollars for this organization to perform
their operating functions.

As far as the -- you asked about
t he | anguage for how this organization wll
oper ate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: May | clarify,
M. President, ny question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You may.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| think what | was trying to get at
was in the appropriations bill we are giving X
anount of noney for activities that will be
overseen by the New York Wrks Task Force.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO For the
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operation, $1 mllion for the operating costs of
this task force.

SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President,
through you, | amtrying to get at this is a task
force to determ ne how capital noney is spent, |
bel i eve approximately $16 billion.

WIll we as the Legislature have any
say over the specifics of the prograns, these
capital nonies, the $16 billion or pick some
ot her nunber in another year -- will we have any
say or even see what these projects that are
bei ng approved by the task force are? Do we have
any future vote? Wat is our role in the
conti nui ng deci si on-maki ng around capit al
proj ects going through this task force?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO well, first
of all, this task force is not going to decide
what happens, they're going to advise as to what
progranms and in what order they should be done.
That' s point one.

Secondl y, again, the nmenbers that
are appointed by the Legislature will be part of
that task force.

And, thirdly, the Legislature

al ways has appropriation authority to appropriate
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for capital projects. And indirectly, once
again, if the capital projects are not decided in
a way that this Legislature wants, each year we
have the ability to affect those appropriations.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

This task force will advise whon®?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO el |,
ultimately the administration. They woul d advi se
each of the agencies and the authorities that
were part of what they're reviewi ng as to what
shoul d be done first.

But ultimately the Governor and the
adm ni stration will nake those final decisions.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Subj ect to
t he appropriation for the funding.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
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So again, as | understood it, so
there will be this task force, it will have
15 nmenbers, the majority will be the Governor's
appoi ntees, | believe, nine out of 15. The
Assenbly will have three, the Senate will have
three, two will be majority, one will be
mnority. The mnority nmenber won't have a vote.

But the in fact recommendati ons of
this task force are sinply advisory back to the
Governor, who has the majority of the votes on
the task force. But it will be advising the
Governor on what capital nonies shall be spent on
specific projects after we have actually
appropriated the noney in the budget.

So technically I want to agree with
t he sponsor, we are appropriating noney in a
budget, but we are not actually appropriating
noney for specific projects going through this
task force. Rather, the task force will nake
recommendati ons on specific projects and advi se
the Governor after the fact, after we've done the
budget? | just want to understand if I'mgetting
that right.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Not quite.

Because this year there is a nenorandum of
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under st andi ng that has been signed for al
transportation projects by the Governor and the
| eader of each house. Those projects are in

pl ace. So there was input by the | eadership as
to what that |ist would include.

Next year when we reach this tine
or shortly before this tine, the advisory group
wi |l have already nmet, made their
recommendat i ons, and the Governor will make his
deci sions as to what he thinks would be the best
projects and in what order. And then, once
again, at least as to the transportation
projects, there will be a requirenent for a
menor andum of understanding to identify those
projects, so we would have input there.

As far as the authorities, we don't
have any input on that now The authorities are
i ndependent bodi es, and they -- so we're not
gi ving anything up with respect to the
authorities. They would nake their own
deci si ons.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: There is an MU
t hat has been signed by the | eaders for the
transportation funds for this year. |Is that on
t he desks of the Legislature?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | don't

t hi nk so. But it's on the Internet. And it's

al so -- each | eader has a copy, and hopefully
your | eader has a copy as well, because it's been
publicly -- Senator Dilan was given a copy. He's

got it, he's acknow edging that he's got it
today. |Is that what that nmeans? He got it
t oday.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Is it the
sponsor's understandi ng that even though there is
now a -- and by the way, | appreciate very mnuch
t he sponsor answering. O course he is right,
many of the decisions that are nade through
authorities don't come through this house for
| egi sl ative approval one way or the other. And
so this task force is in fact nerging in sone way

sonme functions that were already bei ng done by

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1644

government outside of the |egislative process.

| raised the concern earlier that
we did not add to the budget |anguage that woul d
assure transparency and accountability in
tracki ng of what was done by the Econom c
Regi onal Devel oprment Councils. So now, turning
to this section of TED with the creation of this
task force, is our understanding that this task
force has any obligation to -- they advise the
Gover nor .

Do they have any obligation to
foll ow Open Meeting Law requirements, provide
reports on the projects being approved and
funded, report back to the Legislature and/or the
public, ensure that the state's MABE
requi renents are being net? Does that task force
have any responsibility to ensure all these other
t hings are done as wel | ?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Thi s
advi sory group is created by statute, unlike the
Econom ¢ Devel opment Councils. So as a result,
since it's an organi zation that's being created
by statute, they would be subject to the Open
Meet i ngs Law.

And once again, we do have nenbers
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of the mnority and the majority who are nenbers
of this organization. And obviously they could
provi de what ever infornmation they chose to
provide to the public, as could any other
menber. So there will be transparency.

And as far as the MU that |
nmentioned earlier, there is clear |anguage in the
MOU requiring transparency of the prograns that
are listed in that MOU.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
appreciate the Senator's responses to all of ny
guesti ons.

| f through you, M. President, the
sponsor woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, |
woul d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

There was a -- yes?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse ne.
You' ve spoken so long that your flowers are
wilting.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President,
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through you. It is only 1 o' clock in the
afternoon on the first day of what will no doubt
be nmultiple days of budget and no doubt be

mul ti pl e di al ogues between nyself and ny dear

friend John DeFrancisco. |If he likes, if he
brings ne fresh flowers tonmorrow, |I'Il put them
on ny desk

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyields, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

There was a proposal, | believe, in
t he Governor's original budget to provide for
credits for solar industry devel opnent. [|s that
inthis Article 7 bill?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO No, it's
not .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Can | have sone order in the
chanber, please.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | s there any
section of this bill that deals with expansi on of
sust ai nabl e or solar or wind or other forns of
cl eaner energy creation?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO There is
not. But certainly we have several nonths |eft
in session. Those issues can be debated and
di scussed during the bal ance of the session.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

(Pause.) |1've actually run out of
t he questions for the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | appreciate his
tinme --

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Damm.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR KRUEGER: There will be
nore later. There will be plenty nore to go on
so many bills.

So briefly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger briefly on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

One of the purposes of ny asking
guestions, of course, is to make sure that we do
understand what is in this bill and what is not
inthis bill.

| agree it's not a perfect bill. |
woul d have rat her seen any nunber of additional
things inthis bill, as | referenced to you
before. And |I'm di sappointed that sonme of the
issues that | don't believe should be in this
budget bill have been included in the bill.

But | guess | would like to
hi ghl i ght how inmportant | think the role of the
Legislature is in making sure there is
transparency, there is tracking of what
deci sions are nade after a budget bill is passed,
there is accountability not only applied to
oursel ves but to the Governor and his agencies

when we are approvi ng new prograns, approving
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t hrough the appropriations bills |arge amounts of
t he taxpayers' noney to acconplish certain goals,
that if there's not the proper oversight, if
there's not the proper tracking, if there's not
the ability of the public to watch what's goi ng
on and find out information about these prograns
we create -- sonetines they're noved into task
forces, sonetinmes they are noved of f-budget and

t hrough aut horities.

| think that the critical nessage
here for ne, when saying | will vote for the TED
bill, is that we again are flunking the test of
maki ng sure that we are able to do our own job of
oversi ght of how the people's noney is being
spent.

And in fact, next year and the year
after and the year after, when we are again asked
to make these hard decisions about what we're
spendi ng noney on, what we're not spendi ng noney
on, what kind of prograns we're continuing, what
ki nds of progranms we're ending, we won't have the
right facts to actually hel p us know whet her
somet hi ng was successful, whether sonething was a
failure, whether sonething that nade sense in

1975 doesn't nmke sense in the year 2012-2013.
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So ny overall objection to this
| egi sl ation which inpacts so nmany different
areas -- transportation, econom c devel oprent,
the environnment -- is that we're not inproving
our ability and the public's ability to see what
real |y happens beyond this docunent we call a
budget bill. Because the real work is the work
done outside of this chanber once the noney is
appropriated and the prograns are creat ed.

So I'"m hoping that this house will
be serious about wanting to pass statutes that
require the oversight, the accountability, and
t he transparency of governnent nonies once we are
approvi ng them bei ng spent in these budget
bills.

Thank you, M. President. | wll
be a yes vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Adans.

SENATOR ADANS: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank ny col |l eague

Senat or Krueger because | think she raised a good

point on how inportant it is that we have a
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di scussi on.

Everyone sonetines gets consuned
with a frictionless process. But we are naking
deci sions that inpact lives and inpact how we're
going to make sure that all New Yorkers benefit
fromthe budget that we pass for the next year.
And so a frictionless process is not always the
best process.

Wul d the sponsor yield for a few
guestions?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADANES: Thr ough you,

M. President. And | thank the sponsor for his
patience in yielding.

Senat or DeFranci sco, are there any
OfBs in the state that are currently in
bankrupt cy based on t he bankruptcy provisions?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO New Yor k
City is bankrupt, and Suffolk is attenpting to go
i nto bankruptcy at this point.

SENATOR ADANES: Thr ough you,

M. President --
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And by the
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way, | don't view the exchange between Senat or
Krueger and nyself as friction. | was -- it was
an attenpt at hunor. It was not in any way, in
some way trying to be uncivil. So |I'mnot quite
sure what you neant by that. But | want to make
t hat cl ear.

SENATOR ADAMS: No, | didn't
think -- through you, M. President, | didn't
think that you -- | wasn't speaking of you, | was
speaki ng of the public display that, you know,
everyone is stating how fast we're noving through
t he process.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Ckay.

SENATCOR ADAMS: That's what | was
tal king about. And this fast novenent is not
al ways healthy. W need to sit down and have a
conversation. So it wasn't directed to you

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you.

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ADAMS: In this bill is
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there a current provision that would expressly
provi de state authorization for Suffolk OIB to
nove forward with this bankruptcy?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Not only
Suffol k, but it provides |anguage that woul d
aut horize any OIB to go into bankruptcy.

SENATOR ADANS: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,

M. President. That's a good point that you just
raised. Are there any other OIBs in the state
that are currently in bankruptcy outside of
Suf f ol k?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, There are
not any. Nor is Suffolk currently in
bankruptcy. This authorizes Suffolk to go into
bankruptcy. But it also applies to other OIBs if
t hey choose to at some point, but we don't know
of any that are choosing to. But we're giving
t he authorization to each one in this bill.

SENATOR ADANES: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,

M. President. Was Suffolk County in bankruptcy
and the court procedures were dism ssed? Wre
they in bankruptcy at one tine?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO ' m bei ng
advised -- | don't know rmuch about Suffol k County
OrB, but I'm being advised that it has not been
i n bankruptcy, it needed this authorization to do
so.

SENATCOR ADAMS: You know,
someti mes our advisors give us incorrect
information. Suffolk County was in fact in
bankruptcy; it was dism ssed. They need this
bill for it to pass. So |'m hoping his advisors
won't have himin a courtroom naki ng bad
decisions like this as well.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Excuse nme --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans, |et Senator DeFrancisco respond.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, The reason
the attenpted bankruptcy was di sm ssed i s because
t hey needed authorization to go into bankruptcy.
That's the purpose of this bill. So they never

were allowed to go into bankruptcy, and they
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can't without this authorization.

SENATOR ADANS: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ADAMS: So if | understand
you correctly, the provision we're about to pass
is going to allow Suffolk County to nove forward
with their bankruptcy that they woul d not have
been able to do if we didn't pass this provision.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That is
correct.

SENATOR ADANES: Thank you.

| f the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,

M. President. |f the bankruptcy provision is
not passed, could Suffolk County OIB -- would
they have to close their doors? |Is there a

possibility they would have to close their
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doors?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Vell, it's
possi bl e they'd close their doors, but they
woul dn't be able to take advantage of the

bankruptcy provisions without this statute

passi ng.

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And just to
be clear -- | probably should have nmentioned this
at the outset -- there's different types of
bankruptcy. There's bankruptcy that sinply you
go bankrupt, you're done, kaput, it's over.

What Suffolk County is trying to
do, which -- it's ny understanding they want to
reorgani ze in bankruptcy and try to continue
their operations, but taking on the protection of
bankruptcy court to nake it financially feasible
to continue.

So there's a beneficial part of
bankruptcy if this works. It's happened with

maj or corporations that have been ready to file
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bankruptcy or filed bankruptcy and reorgani zed
and then continued to exist in a different form

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans, you may pose your question. The sponsor
yi el ds.

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

Senat or DeFranci sco, thank you for
the informati on on types of bankruptcies. |Is the
type of bankruptcy that Suffolk County is
attenpting to do, was that the same type of
bankruptcy that New York City OIB attenpted to
do?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO They want to
reorgani ze and continue to exist and use the
bankruptcy protections that allow themto do
t hat .

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADANS: | know t hey want

to reorgani ze. My question to you -- because you
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gave a good | esson on bankruptcy, | want to
further that lesson -- is the type of bankruptcy
that Suffolk County is attenpting to do the sane
type of bankruptcy that New York City OIB
attenpted to do?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | can't
answer that question. | really don't know |I'm
bei ng advised that it was simlar, but | guess in
New York City it didn't work.

SENATOR ADANS: Thank you. Those
advi sors of yours are something el se. They both
tried to do Chapter 9. That's the sane type of
bankr upt cy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Adans, let's observe civility and decorum

pl ease.
SENATOR ADAMS: Yes, | wll.
Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADAMS: | f Suffol k OTB
closes its doors, would the enpl oyees |ose their

j obs?
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | woul d
suspect so, yes.

SENATOR ADANS: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to
yi el d?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADANS: Thr ough you,
M. President, if Suffolk OIB closes its doors,
woul d t he enpl oyees | ose their health insurance?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO They woul d
do that as well

And the reason we are putting this
provision in is so that Suffolk County could try
to reorgani ze and be in a position not to close
their doors, reorganize in a different form so
they don't have to close their doors. So this is
to help the enployees and to help OIB attenpt to
survi ve.

SENATOR ADANS: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield? Through you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADAMS: I f Suffolk OIB
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closes its doors, would retirees |lose their
heal th benefits?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | woul d
t hink so, yes.

SENATOR ADANS: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADAMS: Senat or
DeFranci sco, in Decenber two thousand and -- |
think it was 2010 there was an attenpt to all ow
New York City OIB to file for Chapter 9
bankruptcy, the sane type of bankruptcy. D d you
vote on that bill?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO "' m sure |
did. That was in 2010? |'msure | did.

SENATOR ADANS: Did you vote --
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield? Through
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans, is your question directly effective to
this bill or the past? Because you're starting
to nove towards past history, and |I'd ask you to
keep your questions germane to the particul ar

proposal before us.
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SENATCOR ADAMS: Yes, it's al
connected, M. President. If the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADANS: Are you aware that
just as in this current bill that the New York
City OIB enpl oyees lost their jobs and health
i nsurance, just as what could happen with Suffolk
County if this bill isn't passed?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO That coul d
happen with Suffolk County if this bill wasn't
passed.

But there's one inportant
distinction with New York City. There was an
addi tional request fromthe New York City OIB was
to forgive about $20 mllion of back taxes. And
Suffol k County isn't |looking for that, nor does
this bill authorize the forgiveness of any
taxes. So | think that was one of the main
reasons that this is somewhat different than the
New York City OIB situation.

SENATOR ADANES: Thank you, Senator
DeFr anci sco.

On the bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans on the bill.

SENATCOR ADAMS: You know, we --
the point | amattenpting to get at is that
there's a | evel of ironic behavior -- and | guess
that's why the term"irony" is in the
dictionary -- that we have to define when there
seens to be conflicting responses to people.

Two years ago, when this was
New York City OIB, the Senate Republicans said to
New York City and hundreds of DC-37 enpl oyees
basically that their livelihood was not
important, that they didn't care that these
peopl e woul d | ose their jobs, health insurance,
retirenents.

And now, because the OIBis in
Suf fol k County, which happens to be represented
by all Republicans, now there's a | evel of
urgency of making sure that we can keep the doors
open.

| want to read fromny text: "This
is not an upstate and downstate issue. This is
about one state. And | think that sonetines you
have to go beyond the politics of an issue. And

when we | ook at the faces of the nen and wonen in
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t hose green jackets that represent m ddl e-cl ass
New Yorkers who held this state together, a no
vote on this bill would light the wick to a stick
of dynamte that will blow up our racing
industry. And if you believe it would only

i mpact New York State, you are w ong.

"I traveled fromBuffalo to Long
| sland, visited horse farns, visited those who
made horse feed, visited those who are attached
to this industry. If we don't pass this bill, we
have started the erosion of racing in the State
of New York. Today it is New York Cty OIB,
tonorrow it is Nassau, it is Monticello and ot her
regions.” And now in Suffolk.

And so oftenti nes when nen who are
el ected to office, they do State of the States
and ot her presentations and they have real hunman
beings to profile, because they put a face to the
| egi sl ative process and what we do in
government -- | want to put a human face to what
we are doing now that we were not willing to do
in New York City.

H's nanme is Lenny Allen. After
years and years of being an OIB enpl oyee, he was

di agnosed -- on the eve of the failure to pass
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the New York City OIB bill, he was diagnosed with
cancer. Two procedures into his cancer diagnosis
he was told his healthcare was cut off and he was
not allowed to go for continuing treatnent,
life-saving treatnent.

So I"'mgoing to vote for this bill,
because | believe the enployees of Suffol k County
have a right to have their doors open. But it's
troubling to me that that sane |evel of sinple
conpassi on was not displayed for New York City
OTB.

We can't continue nerely to
resonate this attitude that we're not in one
state. That we are in one state. Just as the
enpl oyees in Suffolk County was deserving of a
right and is deserving of a right to continue to
be enpl oyed, so too do those nen and wonen of
New York City. They too sit down at the kitchen
t abl e wondering how they're going to provide for
their famlies and continue to pay their nortgage
and heal t hcare.

Men and wonen of this state don't
cry any different or have any | ess conpassion for
their fam |y based on the geographical |ocation

of their home or enploynent. W were wong what
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we did to New York City OIB, and I'"mnot going to
duplicate that wong. | wll vote in favor of
this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Adans.

| s there any ot her Senator w shing
to be heard? Seeing none, hearing none, debate
i s closed.

Senat or DeFranci sco to cl ose.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | just
wanted to nmention, in response to what Senat or
Adans nentioned, first of all, it's neither
ironic nor inconsistent what we're doi ng here.

The probl em arose when there was a
different group | eading the Senate and there was
no bill for any relief during that period of
time, there wasn't enough votes for any relief.

Last year we passed a bill in this
house to protect the health insurance benefits of
the New York City OIB enpl oyees. The Governor
vetoed the bill. This year the Republicans in
the Senate had it in our one-house budget bil
that | think maybe sone of you voted for, | can't
remenber -- no, you probably didn't. W had it

i n our one-house budget bill to provide the sane
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relief, the health benefits for these OIB

enpl oyees in New York City. The Assenbly did not
and the Governor did not push for it, so it did
not becone part of this budget.

And as far as the Republicans, the
county legislature in Suffolk County is
controlled by not the Republican Party. "Il --
you can figure out who controls it.

So fromour standpoint, we did | ast
year what you cl ai mwe should be doing and was
not done when you were in control. The Governor
vetoed it. This year we tried to negotiate it in
this budget. W couldn't get it because the
Denocratic-controll ed Senate and the Governor
were not in favor of it.

So | think we're totally
consistent. And this bill, by the way -- this
bill, by the way, treats all OIBs alike. It's
not | ooking for special treatnent for one city by
forgiving $20 mllion worth of taxes, it treats
all OIBs throughout the state the sane way.

So with that said, thank you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

Secretary will ring the bell.
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SENATCOR ADAMS: M. President,
poi nt - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans, the debate is closed --

SENATOR ADANS: Poi nt of personal
privilege, M. President. Point of -- point
of --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans, debate is closed. You nay explain your
vot e.

SENATOR ADAMS: l"mnot -- I'm
not --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO You may

expl ain your vote, Senator Adans. Pl ease.

SENATOR ADANES: |"mnot going to
debate. |1'm asking a point of personal
privil ege.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans -- Senator -- Senator Adans, debate is
cl osed --

SENATOR ADANMES: My name was
menti oned on the floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans -- Senator Libous, why do you rise?

SENATOR ADAMS: MW --
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SENATCOR BRESLI N: M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Breslin --

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, if
| could ask all nmenbers to just take a deep
br eat h.

Debate is closed. And Senator
DeFranci sco just closed debate. W wll now take
this to a vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Yes.
Senat or Adans, you will have the opportunity to
expl ain your vote --

SENATOR ADANS: | "' m not | ooki ng
for an opportunity to explain ny vote --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. W will
gi ve you that opportunity.

SENATOR ADANMES: My name was
nmenti oned on the floor. | want a point of
personal privilege.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Adans, you're out of order. Pl ease.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATCOR ADAMS: ' m not out of
or der.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, You are,
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Senat or Adans.

SENATCOR BRESLI N: Poi nt of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Poi nt of
order for M. Breslin. Wat is your point of
order?

SENATOR BRESLI N: Senat or Adans'
name was specifically nmentioned. And as a
courtesy, Senator Adans shoul d have an
opportunity to respond.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Breslin, | called for any other nenber to be
hear d.

Senat or Libous, | called for al
menbers to be heard. No one raised their hand,
nobody expressed their point of view. | then
asked that Senator DeFrancisco close debate. He
cl osed debate. W cannot go back in procedures
now w t hout unani nous consent .

So as a result to that, there
appears not to be unani nobus consent. We will
al l ow Senator Adanms to explain his vote and he
will be allowed to speak whatever he wi shes to
speak during that explanation.

SENATCR BRESLI N: M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1670

Secretary has rung the bell. Senator Breslin,
your point is not well-taken.

SENATCR BRESLIN: M. President,

t he point of personal --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: | didn't hear it,
but did Senator Adanms ask for a point of personal
privil ege?

SENATCOR ADAMS: Yes, | did. Yes.

SENATCR LI BOUS: | believe if he
did ask for a point of personal privilege, he
woul d be allowed to respond. | did not hear that
initially. He can state his point.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Adans, | did not hear you. D d you rise to a
poi nt of personal privilege?

SENATOR ADAMS: Yes, | did. |
sai d point of personal privilege.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
apol ogi ze, | did not hear that.

But if you rise to a point of
personal privilege, Senator Adans, it nust be
specific to your point, not to again to readdress

all of these issues.
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SENATCOR ADAMS: And | understand
that. And | amgoing to respond to ny nane bei ng
nmenti oned on the floor by Senator DeFrancisco.

And | didn't believe you heard ne,
because you're definitely a gentleman, and
normal Il y when you hear nme, you respond
accordingly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you.

SENATCOR ADAMS: But | would like

to respond to nmy nane being nentioned on the

floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO If we
could just keep this all in perspective today, as
we' ve tal ked about today, | would appreciate, you

know, speaking to the point and we woul d al
engage in cal mand deliberative discussions.

SENATOR ADANS: Wel |, everyone
knows that |I'ma very cal m person, you know, so |
under stand t hat.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ADANES: | just want to
make it clear based on what Senator DeFrancisco
stated, that a different party was in charge or

not in charge.
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The reality is that we have a
count| ess nunber of New Yorkers, hundreds of
them that do not have their healthcare, that do
not have their insurance, that can't provide for
their fam |y, based on the action or inaction we
took while we were here as a whole. And this
entire body is responsible for that.

| thank you for allow ng nmy point
of personal privilege, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Adans.

Debate is now cl osed. The
Secretary is ringing the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Marcellino to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Yes
M. President, thank you, to explain my vote.

| want to thank our |eadership for

bringing this to the table in the broad dayli ght
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so for the second year in a rowwe wll have, if
not an early, an on-tinme budget. |It's a good
thing for the people and it's a good thing for
the people in nmy district and for the people of
the State of New York

The bills we are debating are not
perfect by any nmeans. They are the result of a
t hree-way conprom se. Wi ch nmeans sonebody's got
to give, and sonebody's got to get. Sone people
get everything they want, sone people get |ess
t han they want, some peopl e get nothing of what
they want. It happens when you negotiate, when
you try to do a bill and it requires conprom se
on all sides.

This bill is certainly not a
perfect bill. 1've been in this chanber for a
nunber of years; |'ve yet to see one that has
come across our desks as perfect. Well, | don't
know who said the quote, but I'lIl repeat it: The
perfect should never be the eneny of the good.
And this is a good bill and hopefully will |ead
us to a good budget that we can nove forward
Wi th.

Any errors, any inconpletions, any

things left out can be addressed at a | ater
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tinme. We have tine left in the session. | would
have |iked to have seen nore noney in the EPF in
this bill, the Environnmental Protection Fund.
woul d I'i ke to have seen a nunber of things in
addition in this budget bill, but they're not
there. | look forward to the renminder of the
sessi on; perhaps we can get themw th i ndependent
bills noving forward.

Again, this is a good bill. I
t hank all those who sat at the table and
participated in the process to nake it conme to
fruition and to bring us here again in daylight,
in daylight, discussing this bill openly in ful
view of the public. It's an inportant issue.
M. President, | will be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Marcellino to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

First of all, I want to thank the
Governor for driving this budget process forward
in the best interests of the people of

Western New York and New York State.
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Thi s budget bill hel ps drive the
trajectory of New York's econonmic future. W' ve
long said that for our state's econony to be
strong, we need to dedicate ourselves to grow ng
t he econom es of every region of this state,
especially Western New York, which has suffered
fromyears of neglect from Al bany.

|"m pleased to see this year's
budget puts a specific focus on sparking economc
growh in Western New York. Oobviously the
brightest highlight is the state's $1 billion
commitment to Buffalo. But this budget bill also
contai ns | anguage to establish the Western
New Yor k Power Proceeds Allocation Board.

When New Yor k harnessed the power
of Niagara Falls many years ago, we put ourselves
on the map for |ow cost clean energy
devel opnent. We've taken steps to ensure this
| ow- cost power hel ps us create jobs.

The al l ocation board will ensure
that Western New York sees the full benefit of
t he expansi on of replacenment power fromthe
Ni agara Power Project. Revenue raised by selling
excess power will be channeled into an economc

devel opnment fund. The allocation board w |
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recomrend where funds are distributed to ensure
i nvest ments made becone j obs creat ed.

The Ni agara Power Project is one of
t he uni que econom c assets we enjoy in
Western New York. The Power Proceeds Allocation
Board will ensure that |ow cost energy hel ps
create good-payi ng jobs for hardworking
West ern New Yorkers.

The New York Works programis a
anot her inportant initiative in this budget.
Wth our roads and bridges aging, we're nmaking a
significant conmtnent to New York's
infrastructure. The future economc viability of
our state and the safety of our roads and bridges
depends upon it. Funding infrastructure projects
creates jobs and results in substantial econonic
spi nof f benefits.

Thi s budget bill establishes the
New York Works Task Force, which will coordinate
investnments in capital projects and help create
t housands of jobs. These streamined and
coordi nated investnents in our econony and
transportation infrastructure will lead to a
stronger, nore prosperous Western New York and

New York State.
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Again, | want to thank
Governor Cuono for putting such a strong focus on
such an inmportant need in Wstern New York and
across the state. M. President, |
ent husi astically vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Maziarz to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President. | just want to express ny
support for this particul ar piece of |egislation,
this budget bill.

In 2010, this Legislature took the
action that's necessary for Western New York to
benefit fromthe power that's produced at
Ni agara. And contained within this budget bil
is the establishnent of a mechanismto utilize
t hat noney for econom c devel opnment and j ob
creation within Western New Yor k

| look forward to finally, after so
many years, seeing that great asset that we have
at the N agara Power Project, the revenues from
that great asset to be used to create sorely

needed jobs in all of Wstern New York and
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particularly in N agara County, where the project
is | ocated.

Thank you very much
M. President. | wll vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Maziarz to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.

Let nme focus on one particul ar
aspect that Senator Adans referred to earlier
during the debate, and that is the plight of the
OrB workers. A nunber of themlive in ny

district.

And when we go hone tonight, we'l
have our pensions, we'll have our health
coverage. They will not. They are faced with

the lack of health coverage, they're out of work,
and unfortunately they have been negl ected. And
| certainly hope in the future that we do
somet hi ng, we renenber the people who have put
all of their lives into working and they shoul d
not be penali zed.

Thank you, M. President. | vote

aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Little to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in support of this piece of
| egi sl ation and the budget. Under the |eadership
of the Governor and with ny coll eagues in both
houses of the Legislature, | believe we put forth
a budget bill that has a recurring thene of
retai ning and creating jobs, nmaking sure that
New York State is in fact open for business.

| "' m especially pleased and pl eased
for my North Country region, with the approval of
the MIA capital plan going forward, in that just
this nmorning the MIA conmttee awarded a bid of
$600 million to Bonmbardi er Conpany, in ny
district, which will make 300 subway cars for
New York City, a conbination of downstate and
upstate that certainly -- for those of you
downstate, you are getting subway cars made by
gquality workers at a very quality plant. And
certainly this is going to help in econonic
devel opnent in the Plattsburgh and the entire

North Country area.
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So | vote aye on this budget bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Little to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Squadron to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,
M. President, to explain my vote.

| thank Senat or Krueger for raising
i ssues of transparency and bi parti sanship, and |
was pleased to hear the chair of Finance on the
ot her side say there would be transparency and
bi parti sanship as sone of these capital funds are
further defined and expanded. | |ook forward to
t hat process on sonme of the issues that Senator
Adans raised as well

There is a lot good in this bill.
It's disappointing that again, wherever folks are
on the issue of hydrofracking, it was chosen not
to get nore information on the public health
effects, the basic safety effects of
hydrof racking. It was unfortunate that ny
col | eagues voted to exclude that fromthis bill.
It is a shame, and it's disappointing. It would
be good for the people of the State of New York

wherever you are on that issue, to just know the
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heal th effects.

In any case, there's enough good in
this bill to certainly vote yes. | vote in the
affirmati ve, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Squadron to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Gisanti to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GRI SANTI : Thank you,

M. President.

| vote yes on this particul ar piece
of legislation, this bill. A though | too would
have |i ked to have seen additional funding for
the EPF, unfortunately the mechani smwas not
there with regards to this year, but it's
sonmething that we will not give up on to nake
sure that the funding is there.

| am pl eased that the Governor,
t hrough the Senate and Assenbly, kept the anount
at $134 mllion, because every county in this
state benefits fromthe EPF and it's an inportant
source of revenue, and we nust keep that in
pl ace.

| will also add that in other

stat es where hi gh-volunme hydrofracking is
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occurring, there are health inpact studies that |
believe the DOH, through the advisory council, is
going to be taking a look at. It's very
difficult to do a health study on hi gh-vol une
hydrof racking in New York State when it's not
occurring yet.

Now, this bill as it stands right
now just drives the appropriations that are going
to be taking place in the next couple of days.
This bill drives the economic issues that are

particular to Western New York such as the

Power Proceeds bill, NFTA fundi ng, the Regi onal
Council, and the start of the billion dollars for
Buf f al o.

There are nmany ot her benefits for
Western New York that are going to be com ng out
today and within the next couple of days. That
we're fortunate, for the Western New York
del egation, that Western New York is no | onger
going to be forgotten in Al bany and -- at | east
while I"'mhere, it's not going to be forgotten.

So | vote yes, M. President, and I
t hank you for the tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or

Gisanti to be recorded in the affirnmati ve.
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Senat or Fuschillo to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLG Thank you very
much, M. President.

When we opened the legislative
session this year, our Majority Leader Dean
Skel os said let's keep the focus on creating
j obs, not raising taxes, and cutting spendi ng.
While we were negotiating the Transportation
budget, we achi eved that goal.

And what's critically inportant
about this Transportation budget is it sets that
pat h that Senator Skelos had set, our Majority
Leader, back in January, of creating jobs. The
MIA capital budget, it's estimated to create over
350, 000 jobs and punp nore than $44 billion back
into this econonmy. That's just the MIA budget.

The Departnent of Transportation
budget will set this state back on the right
course of econom c recovery because it wll
create tens of thousands of jobs.

And if we're going to stabilize our
econony and renew our econony, we have to have a
strong infrastructure. This budget creates

t hat .
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| want to thank ny | eader and the
partnership he fornmed with Governor Cuono.
urge everybody to vote yes on this.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Fuschillo to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Larkin to explain his vote.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, there's been a |ot of
talk around here in the | ast couple of weeks
about the budget and what it would do and what it
woul dn't do. The budget that we have in front of
us today, with this highway, an architect of the
hard work was our coll eague Chuck Fuschill o.

But dealing with this, Chuck, the
| eader shi p, Senator Skel os, our Finance people,
and all of those associated with it nmade sure of
one thing: This was about driving noney to
create jobs. And as the chairman of the
Transportation Comrmittee just said, this is
exactly what we're doing.

You know, people can find fault
with this bill, that it's not there. Senator

Marcel lino just said he never nmet anything
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perfect -- till he nmet ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: So just think
about it. W're dealing with a budget that
peopl e can see. People who say they don't
understand it, they didn't have tine, well, nmaybe
you shoul d have stayed in your office a little
nore, | ooked at the bill and nade sure you

under st ood what was happeni ng.

This is a good bill. It's going to
provide jobs. |If you |ook at the transportation
issue of it, you'll find out how nuch is being

done in your respective comunities. Renenber,
you had an opportunity, we all did. This bill is
sonmething that's going to be inportant to
every one of our municipalities. And | thank
everybody for their input.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Larkin to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Parker to explain his vote.
SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President, to explain my vote.
You know, once again, ny
conpliments to the staff and my col | eagues who

have been working hard on this budget. And
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particularly as it relates to transportation and
econoni ¢ devel opnent, there's just a |ot of
t hings that are goi ng on.

There's a couple of things that |
think that we could have done a little bit better
in this budget. Certainly delays in retrofitting
the state vehicles to ultra | owsul fur diesel and
best avail abl e technol ogy until Decenber 2015 |
think is not the right way to go. | think that
we are delaying things that are really inportant
for this state, for the health and the welfare of
t he people of this state.

Reduction of sulfur content in
heating fuel will greatly reduce the em ssions
into the atnosphere of sul fur dioxide, which
shows up as particulate matter in the air,
causi ng regi onal haze and contributing to the
formati on of acid rain.

And particularly African-Anerican
and Latino communities are disproportionately
i mpacted by this. New York City is also known
oftentimes as Asthma City, particularly in the
African-American and Latino comunities, which
are three or four tinmes nore likely to require

hospitalization for asthma than whites.
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And the second thing was a
hydr of racki ng study. And we really should have
i ncluded a hydrofracking study in this year's
budget. SUNY coul d have done the study. There
was no reason not to do it. | don't know why.
As we rush into a policy of hydrofracking in this
state, we certainly could have included a study
in the budget. Wat are we afraid of? More
information is better than |less information and
it's certainly a failure, | think, of this bill.

But despite its shortcom ngs, | am
going to vote aye on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Parker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 472, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Diaz and Duane.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 473, Senator DeFranci sco noves to

di scharge, fromthe Comm ttee on Finance,
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Assenbly Bill Number 9060C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 6260C, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 473.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
473, Assenbly Budget Bill, Assenbly Print Nunber
9060C, an act to amend the Racing, Pari-Mituel
Wageri ng and Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. |
have a few questions for the sponsor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFranci sco, will you yield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senator will vyield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So | agree that nost of this bill
i nvol ves raci ng, wagering, pari-nmutuel,
et cetera. But there's a section of this bill
whi ch el i m nates and consol i dates boards,

commi ssions, and task forces with a fairly
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extensive |ist.

What's the estinmated cost saving
fromthese consolidations and elimnations?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Not rmuch.
The purpose is to put |ike organizations together
with |ike organi zations so that the governnment
will operate nore efficiently. And all of the
savi ngs conbi ned of each of these changes is
approximately only about a mllion dollars.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President. |If
t hrough you t he sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So nost of this bill involves the
nmergers of the Racing and Wagering Board with the
Lottery, and | guess the creation of a new
comm ssion, with the possibility that it m ght
soon be dealing with other types of ganbling but
certainly with the VLTs, the lottery, and the
racetracks.

So we're creating a new conmmi ssi on
wi th seven nenbers. How did we pick seven

menbers for this commssion with a | ot of
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responsibilities?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO; " m not sure
exactly why seven was the nunber. Cbviously,
it's better to have an odd nunber so you don't
have gridlock in certain instances. So | think
that's the odd nunber.

But the nunbers are as foll ows.
The Governor will appoint five, the Senate one,
the Assenbly one. But the executive director
that they select -- that is picked by the
Governor, actually, it's got to be confirned by
t he Senate.

But the nunmber, I'mnot sure why it
happened to be seven. It was a matter of
negoti ati on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So I"mcorrect
in understanding there is no mnority
representation on this comm ssion fromeither

house of the Legislature?
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO You are
correct. There's only one ngjority nenber from
each house, and five fromthe Covernor.

SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President,

i f through you the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And t he sponsor
actually alnost read ny mind in answering a
previ ous question where he pointed out that the
Governor has five of the seven nenbers and that
he determ nes who the director of the conm ssion
is. And he also, as | read the bill, has the
right to renove a nenber at any tinme for any
reason.

|s there any reason for this house
to be concerned that there's not really enough
i ndependence in this comm ssion, with the
Executive having five of seven appointnents, the
head appointnment, and the ability to renove any
menber at any tine for any reason?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO First of

all, he cannot renove any nenber at any tinme for
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any reason. He can only renove the chair.

Secondl y, the seven-nenber board is
appoi nted by those individuals -- those -- in
t hat breakdown, five, Governor; Senate, one;
Assenbly, one. But these nenbers are al so
subj ect to the advice and the consent of the
Senate. So the Senate will have sonme role in at
| east overseeing who all of the picks are, and
t hey woul d have to agree to them by the sane
process as we approve heads of departnents.

So is there any concern? | would
have | oved to have five nmenbers appointed by the
Republ i can nmajority, one by the Governor and a
hal f of one by Shel don Silver.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO But
unfortunately, we just don't have that |uxury
when you're in negotiations, and this is the way
it turned out.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, I'mnot sure we should do a point
of personal privilege on behalf of Shel don
Silver, since he's not a nenber of this house.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: But 1"l just
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rai se that point.

| actually do believe,
M. President, on the bill, that the bill says
t he Governor can renove any nenber, but does | ay
out -- on page 6, line 29, Section 7. | agree
with nmy coll eague that there actually needs to be
a reason. But | believe he can renove any
menber, just for the record.

Fol l owi ng up with an additi onal
guestion, through you, M. President.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| have tried to | ook at a nunber of
ot her gam ng comm ssions and how they're
structured around the country, and | find mnyself
concerned that the fifth subdivision of what was
the original proposal for this comm ssion had
been renoved in the final proposal, and that was
the responsibilities of enforcenent.

So | am confused how -- or | am
confused, and | hope there is an explanation
somewhere else in this bill on how we anticipate

policing our casinos, our tracks, and our lottery
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when we do away with certain functioning
agencies, we create a commission to replace their
functions, but we have no enforcenment structure
wi thin the comm ssion.

So am | m sreadi ng sone ot her
section of the bill where we get to that?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. | don't
t hi nk you need nenbers of a conm ssion to be part
of | aw enforcenent as |ong as the conm ssion
menbers are in a position to be able to have the
authority to investigate and appoint people -- it
could be the State Police, it could be another
i nvestigative agency -- to do the
i nvestigations.

So there's many boards that don't
have their own investigative armthat's the
State Police or sone other agency, but they
certainly can appoint themor retain them
dependi ng upon the situation.

And | et nme apol ogi ze as far as one
of the answers | gave you earlier. The Governor
can renove, W thout any reason whatsoever, the

chairman. He can in fact, and you're correct,
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renove ot her nenbers, but there's a standard:

for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or m sconduct
in office. And there's due process provisions in
the bill as well.

And | apol ogi ze for not being
conplete with that answer.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President. | appreciate that both ny
col | eague and | were m sreading a section of the
same section of this bill in one way or the

ot her.

Goi ng back to ny concern about not
havi ng an enforcenent function within this
commi ssion, again, it's not the question of
expecting any of the seven nenbers to go out and
do investigations, but currently under state |aw
wi th Raci ng and Wagering we actually have a
commi ssion that does foll owup and investigations
and has a police-like function.

And certainly |I'm aware that
unfortunately sonetines ganbling and crim nal
activity go hand in hand. And so |I'mvery
concerned if we were actually creating a new
nodel for overseeing what potentially will be a

| arger and | arger universe of ganbling activities
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in the State of New York but we have not
established in |law any specific enforcenent
authority by any entity over these types of
ganbl i ng.

So again, if the sponsor can help
me, is there sonmething in another portion of the
budget bills that actually establishes we are
transferring current policing and t he enforcenent
authority to sonmeone -- to the State Police, to
the Attorney Ceneral, to whon? Because ny
concern is this makes it look Iike we won't have
anybody with that responsibility.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. No, there's
not hi ng specifically listed in the bill calling
for a referral to any specific agency.

But under the powers cl ause of the
provision it indicates that it has the power --
this is Section 6 of the powers of the
commi ssion -- to conduct investigations and
heari ngs pertaining to violations of this
chapter, et cetera, et cetera. And the concept
is that I would assune, like in any other
organi zation, if an investigation discloses sone
wrongful activities, that there are | aw

enf orcenent agencies that are available to foll ow
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up on the results of those investigations.

SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President,
i f through you the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| agree we have found that section
that he is referencing in the law. For the
record, | think we make a msstep in the State of
New York if we don't have not only explicit
enforcenent investigation and policing functions
within the entity we are giving authority to
regul ate and have oversight over all types of
ganbling in the State of New York -- | think that
we will be sorry that this did not nake it into
t he | anguage creating the comm ssion, and | think
we will find ourselves needing to anend this
qui ckly.

When you | ook at the functions of
commi ssions in other states with | arger ganbling
activities in their states, you actually find
that there's a very inportant role for both
enforcenent and for penalties. And that |eads ne

to an additional question.
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Currently there's a $50, 000 nmaxi mum
adm ni strative fine for violations of our
ganbling laws within Lottery and within Racing
and Wagering. |Is there a change in the fine
maxi mumto be applied to any activities under
this comm ssion we're creating? And one -- |
guess two questions at once. One, is there a
new -- excuse me, M. President.

Do we continue to have fining
authority within the comm ssion? And do we raise
t he maxi mum beyond the $50, 000 | evel ?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO There is
fining authority, and the anmobunt was not raised
fromthe $50, 000.

And as to the prior question, in
par agraph 12 of the powers clause there's
specific | anguage that refers to the power of the
agency, of this group, to refer to | aw
enf orcenent agenci es of conpetent jurisdiction.
So they do have that authority as well.

But under Section 16 of the bill it
says "Any entity or person who violates this
chapter or the provisions of the license shall be
liable to a civil penalty of not nore than

$25, 000 for each violation and an additi onal
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civil penalty of not nore than $25,000 for each
day during which this violation continues. Any
civil penalty nay be assessed by the comm ssion
following a hearing, with opportunity to be
heard. "

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Yes, | also saw the section in the
law that allows referral to other police
entities.

Now, have there been any issues
with the VLTs, | suppose our newest form of
ganbling here in New York State, as far as have
t here been any docunented problens with VLT
vendors as far as security is concerned, perhaps
not being calibrated correctly, not giving the
correct amount of payout, being able to be, for
| ack of better term nol ogy, hacked, since they
are conputer-type nachi nes?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO, | don't know
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of any. And | don't know if there's any current
i nvestigations going on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And in fairness,
| wasn't sure. | thought that the sponsor could
answer that.

My concern is some of this is
very -- if you were going to breach a VLT
conmput er-driven nmachine, if you were going to try
to cheat on the payout or the forrmula or even the
paynents owed to the state fromtaxes fromthe
VLT players, it seens to me you woul d need very
speci fic and even techni cal know edge of what
what's goi ng on, how these systens work or are
supposed to work. That your typical county DA or
even a |local police force wouldn't have any
reason to be prepared to handle it if this type
of case was referred to them

So | sinply go back in making ny
point that | think we are mssing a really very

i mportant part of what should be included in a
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comi ssi on overseei ng various kinds of ganbling
in the State of New York

| f the sponsor would pl ease yield
to an additional question.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| don't know a | ot about ganbling.
| don't know a | ot about racing. But | have been
readi ng that New York State has a
di sproportionately high rate of our racehorses
dyi ng on the tracks or while under the confines
of the -- under the Racing & Wageri ng Board.

|s there anything in this bill that
will help to ensure that under the newy created
entity we are doing a better job of investigating
and preventing racehorses fromdying at a
statistically nmuch higher rate than, ny
understanding is, any other state in the country
t hat has racetracks?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Not hi ng has
changed in the | aw, based upon this bill, from
current | aw.

But as to your |ast questions
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concerning VLTs, the people that are in control
of the video lottery termnals is the State
Lottery, Division of State Lottery. The owners
have the -- or the locations are |ocations where
t hese machi nes are operated, but the State
Lottery Division is the one who actually takes
care of the machines and nakes sure that the
machi nes have the payout that's been authorized.

And so it's not -- | don't think
there's been any indication that any |ocations
have sonehow tried to change the odds on any
machines. But it's the Lottery Division's
authority and responsibility to maintain those
machi nes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | think I'lIl speak on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So ny key concern with this
legislation is that we are taking multiple
entities and creating a new entity. W are, in
my opi ni on, not havi ng enough i ndependence as far
as the appointnents to the conmm ssion and the

ability of the comm ssion to function
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i ndependently, in fact, of the Executive if they
find thensel ves in disagreenment, and that we take
away the enforcenent authority that we should, in
my opi nion, be expandi ng, not doing away with.

Senat or DeFranci sco's final answer
to a question reinforces this to me. Currently
the Division of the Lottery oversees the VLTs.
Wth the passage of this bill, they don't exist.
Rat her, their functioning and responsibilities
fl ow t hrough this new comn ssion.

They currently have police and
i nvestigative authority. Through this bill, with
the creation of this comm ssion, there would be
no investigative or enforcenent authority within
the staffs appointed there, so we would actually
be losing a protection we've had.

So the Senator may be correct when
he says the Lottery Division has been overseeing,
and he doesn't know of any problens. And in fact
| don't know of any problens. | guess ny real
concern is if we create this conmm ssion and we
don't give it the authority to investigate and
enforce and have sone specific police powers,
then in fact things can go wong and that we

won't know about them because we're sinply saying
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some ot her division of police or district
attorney or whomever could pick up on those
functions, when they're not experts in the
various types of ganbling and the problens that
can take place in ganbling, and nove forward.

| believe that the desire to nmerge
certain functions into a centralized conm ssion
grow out of the desire by sone in this governnent
to significantly expand ganbling options in the
State of New York. There was recently a vote on
creation of a constitutional -- excuse ne,
passage of a constitutional anendnent, step one,
and the passage of a constitutional anmendnment
that would require detailed statutory proposals
accepted or denied by these two houses but have
yet to be put into witing.

| have to assunme that this new
commi ssi on woul d have a great deal of
responsibility for oversight of these new forns
of ganbling that could be created if the
constitutional anendnment was passed and mght, in
fact, function to devel op the recommendati ons for
the statute that would all ow various types of
expanded casi no and ot her ganbli ng.

So these are hard questions for a
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| ot of us. These are conplicated questions
regardi ng the busi ness nodel s of different types
of ganbling -- who would be allowed to run these
entities, where they would be |ocated. Even
sonmet hing that mght seemsinple to people --
what's the definition of a casino, and therefore
what you could do there -- we haven't dealt with
any of that.

And | think that perhaps at the end
of the process having a specific entity in the
State of New York -- as opposed to nmultiple
entities -- to deal with those issues m ght be
the right answer, but | believe that passing a
nmerger and a change in the structure of the
Lottery and Raci ng and WAgering Board today at
this point intime, with all those other
unanswer ed questions before us and the people of
New York, would be to put the cart before the
hor se.

And so | don't think that this
gover nment ought to change the operation and
structure we have now. W should be dealing with
a much broader set of statutory changes --
perhaps within multiple bills, perhaps within one

bill -- that really get at what we envision

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1706

gam ng, racing, lottery, VLT, online ganbling,
sports ganbling, the whole arena of what the
state thinks it ought to be allow ng and the
mechani sm by which this state would authorize and
approve and oversee and, yes, very heavily
enforce and regulate if we were to go forward.

And this bill basically | eaves ne
with far nore questions than answers. And so in
fact 1 don't think it's a good nove for the State
of New York to do this nerger in a vacuum
don't think it's a good idea to sinply say seven
peopl e on a conm ssion potentially will be the
deci si on-makers on all these other questions.

And | think we need to have a broader public
di al ogue about noving forward, in what ways, how
and when, in various types of ganbling.

And so sonme of ny concerns are not
what's in this bill, they're in fact what's not
inthis bill and what we have yet to have deci ded
to do or not do in this state.

So I'll be voting no,

M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Is there

any ot her Senator wi shing to be heard?

Senat or Espaill at.
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SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Thank you,
M. President.

While this bill proposes to bring
some savings in the state budget by the nmerger or
consol idation of several defunct or dysfunctional
state agencies or authorities or other entities,
it also includes a very troubling practice. And
while | don't profess to be an ideol ogue, an
al | -for-nothing nenber of this Senate, | do
believe very strongly that we as a state will not
be able to ganbl e oursel ves out of this econom c
crisis.

That in fact it is fundanentally
difficult and a problemto address our economc
problenms by trying to inpose an array of ganbling
nmeasures that anmounts to nothing short but a
regressive tax on working-cl ass peopl e.

Al'l studies have shown that
ganbl i ng di sproportionately hurts working-cl ass
peopl e, that ganbling has a definite
di sproportional hurt on senior citizens, for
exanpl e, who often ganble their rent noney away
or their prescription drug noney away. O single
nons, who may be living check to check or on a

fixed incone, they will ganble their nonies for
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food, Panpers and ot her basic necessities.

This is truly a regressive tax that
sort of intends to suck in those fol ks that want
to be rich but want to becone rich by ganbling
the few dollars that they have in their pockets.

So | believe fundanental |y that
this state, which proposed a no-tax budget this
year, a so-called no-tax budget -- but in fact we
all know that |ast Decenber we passed a very
progressive tax reform including the extension
of the mllionaire's tax. So in essence we are
taking with -- I"mproud to say that we are
bri ngi ng over this year the revenues that we wll
be capturing fromwhat we did |ast year on a
speci al session.

But this ganbling effort will
certainly not get us out of this jam Ganbling
is an addiction, very nmuch so in the sanme fashion
t hat al cohol, tobacco, and drugs is an
addiction. And to try to bal ance the budget and
totry to do the budget early again and inject in
t he budget a series of ganbling neasures | think
is not only a definite negative for the state,
but I think it leads us to a road of bad results

in the long-term
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So, M. President, | am deeply
troubled that we are heral ding this budget to be
a very sane and sound budget, that it is a budget
with no taxes where we so-called limt expenses,
but that in it we have a very troubling, very
troubling initiative, which is to engage a good
nunber of New Yorkers, particularly those that
need the nost, into an addictive practice of
ganbling that will erode their pockets and | ead
theminto further poverty and further despair.

| will be voting in the negative on
this bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President. Just on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson on the bill.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: | woul d
like to be assured, M. President, that as we go
forward and devel op the | anguage for the site
under which these casinos will be built, and al
t he specifications, that we do not forget that
there is in this state an MABE bill that should

in fact be severely addressed as we | ook not only
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at the construction but also at the procurenent
and | abor rel ati onshi ps.

| know that people are going to
stand on the floor and be very careful that they
defend the Wcks Law and everything el se that
they want to put in, but I need to continue to
hope that we will be assured that the MABE bills
that we have passed in this Senate will be abided
by and will be very nmuch a part of the front end
of any decisions that we nade about casino
devel opnment in the State of New York

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Is there
any ot her Senator wi shing to be heard?

Senator Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,
M. President.

| just want to congratul ate ny
Congre -- ny col | eague, al nost Congressman, but
now al nost Reverend Espaillat for his wonderful
expl anation of the disastrous bill that you are
about to approve.

Espaillat, ne as a Reverend, |
cannot do it better than you. You said it right,

you said it correctly.
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And | would like to repeat sone
words that Senator Marcellino said before.
Sonmebody has to give and sonebody has to take.
That's what -- those were words expressed by
Senat or Marcellino before. Sonebody has to give,
sonmebody has to take.

And t hroughout the week, again,
we're going to hear praise for the Governor.

Sonme peopl e have said "I support the bil
enthusiastically, and |I'm praising the Governor."

But, |adies and gentl enen, again |
have to say that what we are doi ng senior
citizens, for you to go back to your districts
and explain to our senior citizens that |ast year
you cut $48 mllion out of EPIC and that this
year you are forcing themto wait unti
January 2013 so they could get sonme hel p when
purchasing their prescription drugs, it's
abusive, it's uncalled for, it's a nockery, and
it's disrespectful to senior citizens.

And now, bringing ganbling so they
coul d even, as Senator Espaillat said, they could
even -- or people could even ganble sone of their
rent and the little noney that they have, this is

the wong way to go. But this is New York. And
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New York is the capital of the world and is
becom ng the capital of the corruption.

So I"'mvoting no. And again,
Senat or Espaillat, you have sonme qualities to
become Reverend.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. President. Just a couple of points that |'d
i ke to nake.

First of all, the Article 7 bil
before us is not addressing the nmerits of
gam ng. That was done on a resolution of first
passage for a constitutional amendment, where |
do believe many of ny coll eagues on the other
side of the aisle wal ked out of the chanbers and
deci ded not to debate the nmerits of gam ng.

So nost of those di scussions and
concerns | think are relevant and will be
deferred to next year when we need second
passage. So that's point nunber one.

Poi nt nunber two -- and 1'd like to
address sone of the remarks of Senator Krueger.

She asked many questions about this seven-person
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commission. | look at it as a work in progress.

The Governor wanted to make sure
there was an entity, if gamng were to go
forward -- and | for one always believe in
initiative and referendum It's really let the
peopl e decide, after they hear all the pros and
cons, whether it's good for our state or bad for
our state. And | think we should give themthat
opportunity, but that's a discussion next year
for a Novenber 2013 vote.

As to the conm ssion, the Governor
wants to make sure that there are seven qualified
people with expertise in law, in accounting, in
adm ni stration that becone basically experts that
can watch irregularity or illegality in the event
casi no gam ng goes forward.

And | will say that | think sone of
Senat or Krueger's renmarks were insightful. It's
sonmet hing that should be | ooked at, can be
refined when it cones next year as to whether we
shoul d expand, spell out better the duties of
this comm ssion, talk nore about its enforcenent
powers. But | think you may see that in the
enacting | egislation which we nust approve.

And keep in mnd this body has to
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approve the seven places where you would like to
see a casi no go.

But in ternms of this bill, | think
nmerging entities is efficient, consolidation is
al ways good, it's in the taxpayers' best
interest. But we can't answer all of those
guestions about gam ng until, one, in fact it's
in place; nunber two, there is a gam ng
comm ssion. And all we can expect is that we've
put the seven best people qualified. Not
mnorities. |If there's seven wonen it works for
me, if they're the best experts. |If there's
seven Afro-Anericans it works for ne, if they're
experts. Sane with the Hi spanic community.

So it's not about, you know, what
is the color of the face, it's nore inportant
their expertise -- and it nmust be a m ni mum of
five years, by the way -- in the areas of
accounting, adm nistration, |aw

So the Governor is trying to set
paranmeters. And maybe we'll look at it nore
closely and we'll tweak it nore, asking for input
fromall the nenbers here how we can make it
better. But not all the answers are here today

as to that seven-board conmm ssion, other than
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that the Governor will pick five, we have to
confirm Senate picks one, Assenbly picks one.

But | thank the Governor for noving
this forward. | do think you need a gam ng
commi ssion that has the power to watch cl osely
gaming in the event that the people approve it.
Because with big noney, with gam ng as we've seen
in other states, there's opportunities for
corruption, there's opportunities for
illegalities.

But as to, you know, the negative
side of gam ng, whether it's the addictions,
whether it's that poor man spendi ng his noney in
t he casino and not buying food for his famly,
they are all legitimte concerns that are
addressed whether we go forward next year in the
second passage of the constitutional anendnent.

So | thank nmy coll eagues for their
input. | vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Is there
any ot her Senator who wi shes to be heard?

Seei ng none, hearing none, the
debate is cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 473, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Diaz, Duane, Espaillat, and
Krueger.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
controversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

And | would like to ask if there's
any further business at the desk at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There is
none.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Can
have sone order in the chanber, please.

SENATOR LI BOUS: It's very
i nportant what |'m about to say, M. President.

There being no further business
before the Senate, | nove that we adjourn until
Thur sday, March 29th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, March 29th, at 3:00 p. m

Senat e adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 2:24 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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