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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Today
we're going to have two clergy. First we're
going to start with Rabbi Steven G aber, of
Tenple Hllel in North Wodnere.

Rabbi ?

RABBI GRABER: Ladi es and
gentl emen of the Senate, know that it is a
great honor for ne to be here today to pray
with you and for you as you work for the
betternent of this state and its citizens.

And thus | pray {in Hebrew}.
Soverei gn of the universe, we thank You for
t he bl essi ngs which You have best owed upon
us. Thank You for giving us life and
sust ai ni ng us.

As citizens of the United States,

we live in the greatest denocracy history has
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ever known. And as citizens of New York, we
live in the greatest state in all of Anerica.
Thank You, O, Lord, for that privilege.

Jew sh tradition teaches that
You, O God, created this world wonderfully and
m racul ously, yet alittle |less than perfect,
and that You created nman for the purpose of
bringing our world closer to that elusive
state of perfection.

These Senators before whom |
stand today are the good nen and wonmen who we
have el ected to |l ead us and to create
| egislation for the betternment of our
society. Bless them O Lord. Bless our
Senat ors and shi ne Your |ight upon them
| ncrease their understandi ng of how to use
their gifts and their creative spirits to
solve that the issues that face our Senate
t oday.

Hel p themto act in kindness,
| ove, humlity, and conpassion as they work to
create a nore bal anced society where justice
is tenpered with nmercy, a society where
goodness and ri ghteousness can advance and

thrive.
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Aut hor of creation {in Hebrew
who has given fromH s glory to nortal nan,
continue to bl ess our Governor Andrew Cuono,
our Senate Majority Leader Dean Skel os, our
62 State Senators, and all of the nen and
wonen of their staffs who are responsible for
the wel fare of our great State of New YorKk.

{In Hebrew} G ant bl essing and
success to all the worthy deeds that they
perform

And | et us say amen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Rabbi Graber.

Qur second speaker will be
Reverend Ri chard Dell os, who's pastor of
St. Joseph and St. Patrick Church in Ui ca.

PASTOR DELLGCS: First the
O d Testanent, then the New Testanent.

Bl ess Your public servants,

O Lord. Bless their famlies today and every
day.

Thank You for the gifts that you
have given to themall. Their bodies, make
them healthy to do Your work. Their m nds,

help themto know the issues and that they may
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understand their relative inportance.

You bless themalso with the gift
of the will, so that we can choose what is
practical for the common good. And You have
bl essed themwith a spirit that is deep within
where they can neet You and sense your holy
presence.

And You have bl essed themalso in a
very special holy sacred place, a sanctuary that
is the sacred core of humanity. It is here that
we are alone with God. It is called the
consci ence.

Cl eanse them from dead works so
that we can truly serve You as God. Thank You
for speaking to us through the holy conscience,
that we nmay hear You speaking to us here as Your
voi ce echoes in our depths.

So bl ess their bodies, their m nds,
their spirits, and their consciences, these Your
public servants who do Your work pronoting the
comon good.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Reverend Dell os.

The readi ng of the Journal.
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THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,

March 12, the Senate met pursuant to adj ournnent.

The Journal of Sunday, March 11, was read and
approved. On notion, Senate adjourned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages fromthe Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senat or Li bous.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.
On behal f of Senator Gallivan, on
page 12 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 259, Print Nunmber 5868, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The

anendnents are received, and the bill will retain

its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.
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Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| have one nore, on behal f of
Senator Giffo. | nmove that the follow ng bill
be discharged fromits respective conmttee and
be recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Print 5686.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time nay we adopt the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution Nunbers 3559,
3570, and 3593.

SENATOR SQUADRON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Squadr on, why do you rise?

SENATOR SQUADRON: M. President,
bef ore we adopt the Resolution Calendar, 1'd |like
to be heard on Senate Legislative Resolution
3582, which is on the cal endar and i s being
of fered by Senator Skel os, recognizing and
cel ebrating the week of March 11th through 17th

as Sunshi ne Week.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Squadron, we're going to adopt it as a group. Do
you want to take that off and have it debated
separatel y?

SENATOR SQUADRON: M. President,
| "' m happy to discuss it and debate it ahead of
t he Resol ution Cal endar, which | believe is in
or der.

If we'd like to pull it and discuss
it separately, |I'mhappy to work with the
Majority on that solution as well.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Yes,
Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,

" m glad you gave Senator Squadron a chance to
speak.

Al though | did have the floor,
Senator, and didn't relinquish it, but it was
good to hear fromyou

We have no problemif you want

to -- 1'll add that resolution to the ones -- we
haven't adopted the cal endar yet, so we'll add
that resolution nunber. |If the desk could repeat
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t he resol uti on nunber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: It was
Resol uti on Nunber 3582.

SENATOR LI BOUS: So if we nmay,
Senat or Squadron, at this time I1'd like to nove
t he adoption of the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolutions 3582, 3559, 3570, and
3593.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar with
t he exception of those four resolutions -- 3559,
3570, 3582, and 3593 -- signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

At this tinme Senator Seward, |
bel i eve, has Resol uti on Nunber 3593 at the desk.
W would like to have it read inits entirety,

and then Senator Seward would like to be called
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on and then we nove for its inmedi ate adopti on.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3593, by Senator Seward,
menori al i zing Governor M Andrew Cuono to
procl aim March 12-17, 2012, as Flood Safety
Awar eness Week in the State of New York
"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi slative Body to nenorialize Governor Andrew
M Cuonp to proclaim March 12-17, 2012, as Fl ood
Saf ety Awareness Wek in the State of New York
in conjunction with National Flood Safety
Awar eness Week; and
"WHEREAS, The National Cceanic and
At nospheric Adm nistration has naned March 12-17
2012, as National Flood Safety Awareness Wek;
and
"WHEREAS, Fl oods can happen
anytinme, anywhere, and w t hout warning; and
"WHEREAS, Fl oodi ng creates
energenci es of great concern to New York State,
with inmnent threat to |life and property, and
causes hundreds of mllions of dollars in damage

to homes, businesses, and | ocal governnent
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infrastructure; and

"WHEREAS, A | arge nunber of
comunities across New York State suffered major
flooding in 2011 as a result of Hurricane Irene
and Tropical Storm Lee, causing mllions of
dollars in damages and | eading to the | oss of
homes, properties, public infrastructure,
busi nesses, and incone; and

"WHEREAS, | ndividuals and famlies
are still, to this day, struggling to recover
after having |lost everything in the floods; and

"WHEREAS, Danage froma flood is
not normally covered under a standard honeowner's
policy, and residents need to review their
homeowner's policies and consider their risks for
fl ooding and the need for flood insurance; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
concurs that a public that is well-informed of
t he dangers associated with flooding can inprove
its preparedness and reduce the occurrence of
death, injury, and property damage as a result of
severe flooding; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize

Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimMrch 12-17

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1032

2012, as Flood Safety Awareness Wek in the State
of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,

M. President.

We all becane very painfully aware
on August 28th of 2011, and then a few days | ater
in early Septenber of 2011, when both Hurricane
I rene and then Tropical Storm Lee cane through
New York State.

And in its wake in both of those
stornms, we saw mllions and mllions of dollars
of danages to so many comunities in nmy Senate
district, in yours, M. President,

Senat or Libous's, and several other nmenbers

t hroughout the state. MIllions and mllions of
dol | ars of damages in property, and in sone
cases, tragically, a few New Yorkers were lost in
terms of their lives that day.

And many of our comunities, so
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many of themare still recovering fromthose
tragic floods of |ast year. As inpressed as we
are with the resiliency of the people of those
communities, they still have a long way to go
because of the severe dammge.

Now, March 12th through the 17th,
this week, is National Flood Awareness Wek, and
it is a week set aside to hel p individuals,
honeowner s, busi ness owners, and conmunities
focus on better preparing thenselves for floods
and the potential damage that can occur from
f I oodi ng.

And one thing that homeowners and
property owners can do is to review their
i nsurance coverage as it relates to fl oods.
Regul ar homeowner's insurance policies do not
cover flood danage, and a property owner nust get
separate coverage through the National Fl ood
| nsurance Programin order to receive that
cover age.

And in conjunction with this
Nat i onal Fl ood Safety Awareness Wek,

M. President, Senator Bonacic and | jointly
sponsored a public roundtable yesterday to

di scuss sone of the issues surrounding the flood
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i nsurance and to come up with suggestions to
i mprove the National Flood Insurance Program
claims process, which is in great need of

i mprovenent .

And we had a very good di scussi on,
we had a nunber of stakeholders at the table. W
identified a nunber of inprovenents that can be
made to the systens that will ensure that
homeowner s have adequate fl ood coverage and t hat
t hat i nsurance coverage and their clainms will be
pai d when they are needed. And we're going to
work with our federal colleagues to see that sone
of those changes are nade.

Now, we at the state |evel, we can
start by reviewing the notice that's included in
t he standard honeowner's insurance policy
inform ng individuals that flooding is not
covered. |Is the notice clear enough, can it be
reworded in a way that will make it easier for
peopl e to understand that they need to get a
separate flood insurance policy through the
Nat i onal Fl ood I nsurance Programin order to
recei ve that coverage?

And so | would urge, through this

resol ution, the Governor to join the federal
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government and al so proclaimMarch 12 through the
17th, this week, as Flood Safety Awareness Wek
in the State of New York, so that we can better
rai se awareness anong our citizenry that fl ooding
can cause severe damage and we nust do nore to be
better prepared.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Any
ot her Senator wish to speak on the resol ution?

Seei ng none, the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Seward has indicated that
this is open for sponsorship.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's a resolution,
Nunber 3570, at the desk by Senator Diaz. Could

you please have it read in its entirety and cal
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on Senator Diaz.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

We're going to put everyone on
Senator Seward's resolution. Those that don't
want to be on, please cone to the front desk and
| et them know. Thank you.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3570, by Senator Diaz,
menori al i zing Governor Andrew M Cuonop to decl are
March 11, 2012, to April 12, 2012, as
Garifuna- Anerican Heritage Month in the State of
New Yor k.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and pay j ust
tribute to the cultural heritage of the ethnic
groups which conprise and contribute to the
richness and diversity of the community of the
State of New York; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concern, and in keeping with its time-honored
traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative
Body to appl aud and conmenorate events which

foster ethnic pride and exenplify the cul tural
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diversity that represents and strengthens the
spirit of the people and the State of New York
and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to nenorialize Governor Andrew M
Cuono to declare March 11, 2012, to April 12,
2012, as Garifuna-Anerican Heritage Month in the
State of New York; and

"WHEREAS, Gari funa- American
Heritage Month cel ebrates the great contributions
of Garifuna-Anericans to the fabric of New York
City, and pays tribute to the common culture and
bonds of friendship that united the United States
and the Garifuna countries; and

"WHEREAS, Gari funa- American
Heritage Month affirns the culture, identity and
sel f-esteem of a people. It celebrates a rich
heritage and illum nates Garifuna history and
tradition, as well as the spirit of an
i ndomi t abl e peopl e; and

"WHEREAS, In 1665, two Spani sh
shi ps wecked off the coast of St. Vincent; and

"WHEREAS, The West African sl aves
that escaped to the island eventually

intermarried with the Venezuel an Cari bs and the
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Arawaks; and

"WHEREAS, The new race of peopl e,
known as the Garifuna, grew strong and prosperous
on the island; and

"WHEREAS, In 1795, the Garifuna
began the Second Carib War against the British.
Battl es raged throughout St. Vincent over the
next year, with both sides enduring heavy | osses;
and

"WHEREAS, On June 10, 1796, the
final battle commenced with the Garifuna and
British, resulting in the Garifuna' s surrender;
and

"WHEREAS, The surviving Caribs were
exiled to the neighboring island of Balliceaux;
and

"WHEREAS, On March 11, 1797, the
defeated Garifuna were | oaded onto a convoy of
ei ght vessels and transported to Roat an,
Honduras, which arrived on April 12th of that
year; and

"WHEREAS, The Garifuna began to
mgrate to the United States during the 1930s.
Today, New York City is home to the |argest

Garifuna community outside of Central America;
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and
"WHEREAS, The nurturing and
pronotion of Garifuna pride is at the center of
the Garifuna coalition's community organi zi ng
initiative, to create awareness and appreciation
of the Garifuna culture and its contribution to
the culture and society of New York; and
"WHEREAS, On May 18, 2001, the
Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organization (UNESCO proclained the
Gari funa | anguage, dance and nusic as a
"mast erpi ece of the oral and intangible heritage
of humanity"; and
"WHEREAS, Gari funa- Anmerican
Heritage Month provides an opportunity to
recogni ze the significance of their contributions
to the quality and character of life, and,
t hrough many events and activities throughout the
month, for all people to gain a greater
appreciation of Garifuna history and traditions,
and of the role Garifuna-Americans have pl ayed
and will continue to play in our society; and
"WHEREAS, On Septenber 17, 1821,
nearly a decade before slavery was conpletely

phased out in New York City, WIIliam Henry
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Brown's African Theater presented its first
performance in Geenwich Village. M. Brown was
the first American playwight of African descent
and wote 'The Drama of King Shot away,
recogni zed as the first black drana of the
Anerican theatre, which has as its subject the
1795 Bl ack Caribs (Garifunas) defense of the
| sl and of Saint Vincent against col onization by
the British; and

"WHEREAS, Today, New Yorkers of
Garifuna heritage such as Sara Logan, Lino Solis,
Rosenmary Ordonez Jenkins, Eleanor Cecelia
Castillo-Bullock, Mrtha Col on, Jose Francisco
Avila, and Aurelio Martinez continue to recognize
and honor the cultural practices of their
ancestors; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Andrew M Cuono to declare March 11,
2012, to April 12, 2012, as Garifuna-Anerican
Heritage Month in the State of New York; and be
it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted

to The Honorable Andrew M Cuono, Governor of the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1041

State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Skel os,
Senat or Li bous, and nenbers of this prestigious
chanber for allowing ne to introduce this
resol uti on today.

Today, M. President and | adies and
gentlenmen, is a very special and very honored day
for nme because today | have the privilege to
present and introduce a resolution for the second
year recogni zing the Garifuna comunity,
especially those that reside in Bronx County.

Today |'m honored to have the
opportunity and privilege granted to nme by this
di stingui shed body and its president, Honorable
Dean Skel os, and the nenbers of this body, to be
able to introduce this resolution, as | said
before, and to have nmany nenbers of the Garifuna
comunity present today to witness this historic
event .

Ladi es and gentlenen, the Garifuna

community has been an integral part of New York
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City, and especially the county of the Bronx, for
nore than 70 years. The Garifuna have been
mgrating to the United States of America in
search of a better life since 1930. Their
vitality, their talents, and their conm tnent
constitute tremendous resources for our state and
our city.

But, M. President and | adies and
gentlenmen, it took a tragic incident or accident,
a fire that took the life of 87 people, for the
government and institutions to start paying
attention to this great community. On March 25,
1980, a social club known as the Happy Land was
set on fire, causing the |oss of many people and
inflicting pain and suffering to the rest of the
Garifuna community.

Today, as the State Senator
representing the 32nd Senatorial District in
Bronx County, it is an honor and privilege for ne
to have a delegation of Garifuna joining us today
in the Senate gallery. This delegation, presided
by M. Jose Francisco Avila, who is here, has
arrived and are joining us today.

In closing, M. President and

| adi es and gentlenen, | would like to thank one
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nore tinme Senator Skelos and the Secretary of the
Senate, M. Frank Patience, for allowing nme this
great honor of celebrating this historic event in
New York State.

At 5 p.m, after the session is
over, we will have a reception in the Sign of the
Tree, to which you all are invited.

To the Garifuna comunity that are
up there --

(Appl ause fromthe galleries.)

SENATCR DI AZ: To the Garifuna
community {in Garifuna}.

(Laughter and appl ause fromthe
gal leries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Diaz. And | agree with your | ast
two sentences.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Does
anyone el se |like to speak on the resolution?

Senator Rivera. Senator Rivera,

t hen Senator Serrano.

SENATCR RI VERA: | know we can --

we're very nuch alike, himand ne, M. President,

so | under st and.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: No,
you're very different. But go ahead.

SENATCR RI VERA: It's the hair.
Just |l ook at the hair.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | am
certainly not going to try to imtate either
Senator Diaz's style and certainly not try to
guote a particular Garifuna phrase. But
| did want to stand up and say hello to ny
friends, to ny coll eagues, to ny neighbors.

The Garifuna community is a proud,
vi brant part of the Bronx conmunity. There is a
| arge presence of themin my district.

Jose Francisco Avila, who's here
sitting in the chanber, is actually soneone who
is a great community | eader and has been a great
ally tonme in the Bronx in ny year and a half in
of fice.

They are, again, a vibrant part of
the Bronx, a vibrant part of ny district. |
recogni ze how i nportant they are to the grow ng
diversity of the city and the state. And |
wel come themto the Senate chanber.

| hope that this is not the first

time, this is not the last time that you visit
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us. | do hope that at sone point in the near
future maybe one of your nenbers could actually
join us sitting in one of these seats right
here.

(Appl ause fromthe galleries.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you so
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Rivera.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, M. President.

| want to echo the words of ny
col | eagues Gustavo and Senator Diaz and thank
Senator Diaz for this resolution and al so the
events that he holds in the Bronx to cel ebrate
t his wonderful conmunity.

And all of the things that have
been said about the growth of this community in
the Bronx and throughout the city are so
important. But also equally inportant is the
hi story |l esson that is taught here.

Learni ng about the Garifuna
comunity, it is like a history |esson of the

Anmericas, a history |lesson of Latin Anerica and
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how we cane to be as Latin Anericans, the
influences fromLatin America, fromAfrica, and

t he wonderful meshing of these wonderful cultures
in a wonderful comunity both here and abroad.

So | want to thank once again
Senator Diaz for putting this all together and
thank all of the wonderful guests for being here
today. Thank you.

(Appl ause fromthe galleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Serrano.

Does any other Senator wi sh to
speak on the resol ution?

Hearing none, the question is on
the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.
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| believe that a resolution by
Senator Sm th, Nunber 3559, is at the desk.
Could we have the title read, and | believe
Senator Smith would |ike to speak on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3559, by Senator Smth,
recogni zi ng Yunnan Province and Chonggi ng
Muni cipality of the People's Republic of China as
a "Sister Gty" with New York City.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Smith on the resolution

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Let ne al so thank ny col | eagues
Senat or Farley, Senator Giffo, Senator Maziarz,
as well as other coll eagues who have gone on
trips to China with me: Senator Duane,
Senat or Parker as well.

Qobvi ously New York and Chi na have
sonme of the |argest econonmies in the world. W
bel i eve that a cooperation between Yunnan
Provi nce, Chongqging Province as well as New York

will only bode well for the econony of both those
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provi nces, nmunicipalities, as well as New York

Tomorrow we will be visited by a
del egation fromthe People' s Republic of China.
At that point intinme we will be presenting this
resolution to them

But | do want to acknow edge ny
col | eague Senator Farley, who was the dean of our
del egation that went over to China and
represented this state very well.

So | stand here today,
M. President, just to acknow edge ny col |l eagues,
their presence and involvenent in this
relati onship between China and New York, and al so
to thank you for allowing us to bring this
resolution to the floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Smith, you' ve been doing this for quite a while.
We thank you for your efforts.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President. And on the resolution.

| thank Senator Smith for
introducing this resolution. | ama proud
cosponsor, because sister-city relationships are

i mportant, whether it be culturally or socially

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1049

or especially economcally.

It's interesting because the
Provi nce of Yunnan is as diverse as the Gty of
New York, and particularly the county which both
Senator Smith and | represent, and that's
Queens County. Yunnan is one of the nost diverse
counties, provinces, in the People's Republic of
China. And | understand that 38 percent of the
popul ation in that province is nade up of ethnic
mnorities.

And the City of Chongging, if I'm
pronouncing it correctly, is one of the |argest
cities in the world. There are 28 mllion people
inthat city alone. So for New York Cty and
New York State to have a relationship | think is
significant.

This is an area where we have great
econonmi ¢ diversity, where they have industri al
devel opnment. And that is sonething that we
strive for in New York. This relationship
bet ween the econony and the individuals is
extrenely inportant.

| have visited the People's
Republ i c of China many years ago, but | celebrate

the cultural diversity, particularly in a section
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of ny district known as Flushing, where the
econony is really doing very well conpared to the
rest of the state. So many people fromall parts
of the world conme to Queens |ooking for a better
life; we're able to provide it.

And | | ook forward to wel com ng the
anbassador and the del egation fromthe People's
Republ i ¢ of China.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| do rise as a cosponsor of this
with Senator Smith and part of the del egation
that did visit there.

| think it's rather significant,
what you're tal king about, the largest city in
t he worl d, Chonggi ng, which used to be
Chungking -- 32 mllion, I think I was told,
which is four times the largest city in our
nation, New York, great city.

And you know, it was very

interesting on this delegation. Senator Mziarz,
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who al nost didn't eat anything all the tinme he
was there, and Senator Giffo, who ate everything
that didn't bite first.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FARLEY: But by and | arge,
it was a great trip and one that we | earned a
| ot .

And if we can get into that Chinese
mar ket, boy, 1'Il tell you, you're talking
popul ati ons whi ch would just blow your m nd.
Beijing, 22 mllion. Shanghai, 25 mllion. If
we could just get a piece of that market, the
econony of New York State will really bl ossom
And consequently we're very pleased that
Chongqi ng and this province can becone a sister
city with New York City.

And t hank you, Senator Snmith, who
really nade New York State | ook good at this
trinp.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Farley.

| just note that you wi sh that we
could get a piece of the China econony. China
has al ready a pi ece of our econony, that's for

sure.
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Any ot her menber |ike to speak to
t he resol uti on?

Heari ng none, the question is on
the resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

| believe that Senator Skelos has a
resolution at the desk, Number 3582. Could you
have the title read and we'll nove for its
adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 3582, by Senator Skel os,
recogni zing and cel ebrati ng the week of
March 11-17, 2012, as Sunshi ne Wek.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
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Squadron on the resol ution.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,
M. President.

This resolution certainly raises
some inportant issues, and they are issues that |
think really do deserve discussion on the Senate
fl oor today.

And the resolution reads in part --
| know we did not read it inits entirety --
"Whereas, the pillars of denocracy include
government transparency, accessibility, and
accountability, resulting in an informed
citizenry."

| think those words express an
excel | ent goal and an excel |l ent set of val ues.
Unfortunately, they're values that | think too
often in the State Senate today we are not able
to live.

You know, it's a beautiful day out
in Al bany today. Unfortunately, that sunlight
doesn't seemto be making its way into this
Senat e chamber .

Just this past week, |ate and dark
in the night of Sunday night, fromthe caves of

LATFOR energed a 200-page bill expl ai ning
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| egislative lines that didn't have maps
attached. The process was conpl etely opaque.

And | think it's a real shane that
this house is participating in that way in a
process that does exactly the opposite of what it
is this resolution tal ks about and professes to
support. And it's the opposite of sunshine when
you | ook at that redistricting process, as | say,
deep in the caves of LATFOR

Just today we had 311 bills that
were taken fromtheir conmttees of subject
matter and taken by the long tentacles of the
Rul es Commttee and put in that vault there so
that we can't have open hearings and debate on
t hose 311 bills.

Exactly the sort of open debate
that would result in an informed citizenry that
woul d be an exanpl e of governnment transparency,
accessibility, and accountability -- and even
t hough the Senate rules in fact allow for a
process by which those bills can get called up,
can get debated, may pass, nay not pass, but can
see the light of day, can get the great warm ng
di si nfectant of sunlight that fol ks al ways tal k

about when they tal k about Sunshine Week and how
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inmportant it is.

So | think it's a real shame. You
know, in New York City we have a 311, you cal
them for information. Today we have 311 bills
that have just -- we're not going to get any
informati on on where the nenbers of those
conmm ttees stand on those bills, we won't have a
substanti ve conversati on.

So it isironic for sure that we
have this "Sunshine" resolution this week when
there is so little sunshine shining through the
wi ndows into this chanber and into the halls of
the State Senate, and | think it's a shane.

| am going to support the
resol ution, because the principles init are ones
| certainly support. And | just wish that as a
chanber, as a body, we could be living them nore
fully.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Sqguadron.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Those
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opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, at
this time could we have the reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
206, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 3657, an act
to anend the State Technol ogy Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

275, by Senator Flanagan, Senate Print 4706, an
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act to anend the Public Oficers Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
287, by Senator Young, Senate Print 791, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 287, those recorded in the
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negative are Senators Avella, Ball, Dil|an, Duane,
G anari s, Krueger, LaValle, Rivera, Serrano,
Squadron, Stavi sky and St ewart - Cousi ns.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
288, by Senator Young, Senate Print 793A, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
292, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 1456B, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
293, by Senator MDonal d, Senate Print 2351, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect upon the receipt by the
Comm ssi oner of Environmental Conservation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
294, by Senator Young, Senate Print 2775, an act
to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
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the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
297, by Senator Libous, Senate Print 6283, an act
to amend the Environnmental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 297, those recorded in the
negati ve are Senators Duane, Perkins and Serrano.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
299 --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Bill
Nunber 299 is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
301, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 1727, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
302, by Senator Libous, Senate Print 2461, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect on the first of April.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or

Li bous to explain his vote.

Senat or Krueger to explain her

vot e.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much. | appreciate Senator Libous deferring to
ne.

If this bill dealt with permtting
t hrough many agenci es ot her than the Depart nent
of Environnmental Conservation, | think I could
vote for this bill. But in fact the dilemmuas the
state faces when approving permts in conplicated
envi ronnment al | and-use questions are different
t han when you're tal ki ng about an SED delay in a
permt or an SLA delay in a permt or sone other
busi ness type of permt, where | share his view
and frustration that our agencies can't get their
wor k done on tinme.

But | believe that there needs to
be an exception or an anmendnent to this bill that

woul d renove the DEC tineline requirenent,
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because our environnment and maki ng m stakes in
approvals to things that could give risk to our
land, air, or water is too great to sinply put an
artificial date tinmeline of 134 percent of the
average for permts.

So I'll be voting no,
M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C. Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain ny vote;
obviously amin favor of it.

And | certainly respect what
Senat or Krueger is saying. And, Senator, we'l
| ook at that, because you're right, not al
permtting can be done -- and certainly as the
DEC goes through sonetinmes a scientific analysis
or what have you, that it may take a little bit
nore tinme.

However, for the nost part,
98 percent of state agencies are not responsive
to our constituents. It takes forever to get a
permt or a license.

One of the biggest conplaints | get
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inny office, and I'"m sure you do too, is that --
a typical one that really pronpted this, a
restaurant applied for a liquor license. They
sent the check in. They cashed the check and got
the license nine nonths later. They took their
noney. That's what got me going on this.

So |l think it's a good start.
Certainly Senator Krueger brings up a good point,
and | think we can | ook at that, Senator. But
for the nost part we need to get this in place --
honesty in permtting, being responsible to the
people that are trying to start businesses and
are trying to function in this state.

So obviously, M. President, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson to expl ain
her vote.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President. To explain my vote.

| had voted, in the past, aye on
this bill. But in, you know, very good
di scussion today it occurred to ne that DEC being

inthis bill was a major concern to all of us
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envi ronnental | y.

And | listened -- and it's very
i nteresting, Senator Libous, the very exanple you
use was the exanple | used, which had been the
reason in the past that | had voted in the
affirmative, because the Liquor Authority was one
of the nost difficult and --

SENATOR PERKI NS: Egr egi ous.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: -- and
egregi ous, thank you, nost egregious in terns of
this issue. And even though they' ve resol ved
sone of their issues, there's still work that
needs to be done.

And if we could do sonethi ng about
DEC, then | think that all of us would be nore
than willing to agree that this bill's intent is
ri ght on.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: How do
you vote, Senator Hassell-Thonmpson?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: I will
be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Thank
you, Senator Hassell-Thonpson.

Anyone el se wi sh to speak?
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Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

| agree with everything that
Senat or Li bous said except the part where he
didn't say "W're going to take out DEC "

At the budget hearing | asked the
Comm ssi oner of Education and his deputy about
that very issue, the question of |icensure and
peopl e who apply for licenses. W increased the
license fee in 2009 or 2010, and the purpose was
to speed up the licensure process. It's still as
sl ow as ever.

|"mvery reluctant to vote no, but

if they -- once -- if DEC comes out of the
legislation, I will enthusiastically support it.
But until that time, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Stavi sky in the negative.

Senat or Per ki ns.

SENATOR PERKI NS: " mgoing to be
voting no on this for the reasons that sone of ny
col | eagues have already nentioned, as it
particularly relates to DEC

But | just want to also at the sane
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time recognize that | share the concerns of the
sponsor. And hopefully as we work with this,
we'll be able to get the DEC i ssues resol ved and
nove forward in the spirit that the |egislation
think is being offered in, which | agree wth.

But in any case, I'mgoing to be
voting against it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Perkins in the negative.

Anyone el se?

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 302, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Ball, Duane,
Hassel | - Thonpson, Krueger, LaValle, Marcellino,
Mont gonery, Perkins, Rivera, Squadron, Stavisky
and Stewart - Cousins.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
304, by Senator Young, Senate Print 2838, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: The
bill is passed.

That conpl etes the noncontroversi al
readi ng of the cal endar, Senator Libous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President, if
we could go back to notions and resol utions, just
an announcenent .

Senator Diaz's resolution, 3570, he
wants to open that up to all nmenbers of the
chanmber. So if there's sonmeone who does not want
to go on the resolution, please address the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
Diaz's resolution, 3570, is now open for
sponsorship for anyone that wants to be on that
resolution. We'Ill put everyone on. |f soneone
doesn't want to be on, please cone to the front
desk and so advi se them

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: Senat or
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Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: There
is not.

SENATOR LI BOUS: There bei ng no
further business, on notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned unti|l Wednesday, March 14th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BONACI C: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Wednesday, March 14th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:03 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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