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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask all present to please rise
and join with ne as we recite the Pledge of
Al | egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Fl ag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO I n
t he absence of clergy, | ask everyone to bow
their heads for a nonent of silent
reflection.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Monday, January 9th, the Senate nmet pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Sunday,
January 8th, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Wt hout objection, the Journal stands

approved as read.
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Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Sal and, on page 6
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar
Nunmber 14, Senate Print 6116, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

At this time could we pl ease
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resol ution Nunbers 2801, 2883,
2884 and 2902.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO At
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this time | would ask that all in favor of
adopting the Resolution Calendar, with the
exceptions of Resolution 2801, 2883, 2884,
and 2902, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
| believe there is a resolution at the desk
by Senator Golden. | would ask that it be
read in its entirety and then we nove for its
adoption, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2884, by Senator Gol den,
nmour ni ng the death of Christopher J. Mega,
hi ghly respected politician, distinguished
citizen and devoted nmenber of his conmunity.

"WHEREAS, It is the custom of

this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
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public servants of the State of New York
whose |ifework and civic endeavor served to
enhance the quality of life in their
communities and this great Enpire State; and

"WHEREAS, Christopher J. Mega, a
former New York State Senator, Assenbl yman
and State Judge who was wel | -known for his
prolific career, work ethic, and omi presence
at conmunity events, died on Sunday,
Cct ober 30, 2011, at his honme in Saratoga
Springs, New York, at the age of 80; and

"WHEREAS, A graduate of Fort
Ham | ton Hi gh School, Christopher J. Mega
continued his education and studi ed at
St. Francis Coll ege before attendi ng Brooklyn
Law School ; and

"WHEREAS, His first job was as
an attorney at a Fifth Avenue law firm where
he was a partner. |In 1973, he ran for an
open seat in the 50th New York State Assenbly
District during a special election, a seat he
held until 1978. He then ran and won his
first New York State Senate seat,
representing Bay R dge, Dyker Heights, and
Sunset Park, from 1979 to 1982 and then from
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1985 to 1993, when he becane a judge; and

"WHEREAS, He served as chairnman
of the State Senate's Crine and Correction
Comm ttee during efforts to ban the sal e of
serial killer trading cards being sold in
stores; and

"WHEREAS, He al so becane
chai rman of the Senate Judiciary Commttee,
where in the early 1990s he worked to expand
state prisons to accomodate the huge influx
of inmates convicted on crack-rel ated
charges. Furthernore, he was an advocate for
t ougher sentences for convicted sex
of fenders; and

"WHEREAS, Senator Chri stopher J.
Mega hel ped bring pre-kindergarten prograns
to his district and sponsored the bill that
required restaurants to di splay posters
showi ng Hei mich maneuver instructions in
their eateries; and

"WHEREAS, In 1993, Chri stopher
J. Mega attained his ultimate career goal; he
was appointed to the New York Court of
Claims. And in 1995 he was el evated to Chief

Judge of the State Court of Cains, a panel
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that hears lawsuits filed against the State
of New York. He served in this capacity
until stepping down in 1998. He was then
appointed to the New York Suprene Court,
serving until his retirement in 2006; and

"WHEREAS, Wth a strong beli ef
in his conmmunity, Christopher J. Mega donated
his time and energies to nunerous civic and
charitabl e organi zati ons, such as the Dyker
Hei ghts Civic Association and the Bay Ridge
Li ons C ub; and

"WHEREAS, Christopher J. Mega is
survived by his loving wife, Madelyn; tw n
sons, Christopher and Jeffrey; and two
daughters, Valerie and Jacqueline, as well as
hi s grandchil dren; and

"WHEREAS, The | egacy of
Chri stopher J. Mega will long serve as a
nodel of integrity and devotion to public
service, and it is nowthe intent of this
Legi slative Body to inscribe upon its records
this sonber and grateful tribute to his
menory, hopeful that future generations may
under stand and appreci ate the benevol ence of

the man, the nerit of his causes, and the
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cal i ber of his service to all the citizens of
the State of New York; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
deat h of Christopher J. Mega, highly
respected politician, distinguished citizen,
and devoted nenber of his community, and to
express its deepest condol ences to his
famly; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Christopher J.
Mega. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to introduce this
resolution and to remenber the life of one
who served the New York State Senate, to
post hurmously honor the |ate Christopher J.
Mega, a man who | was so privileged to have
known and worked with for so nany years.

Chris Mega, a former New York
State Senator, Assenblyman, State Judge, died
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this past fall. Wth his death, the state
lost a giant, a true public servant, a man
who, like no other, served the peopl e of

Br ookl yn, New York City, and the Enpire State
with dignity and goodw I |

Chris is survived by his wife,
Madel yn, of 59 years. Their twin sons, Chris
and Jeffrey, and their daughter Jacqueline
coul d not be here today, but we're joined by
t heir daughter Valerie and their
granddaughter Victoria. And that was so mnuch
to Chris Mega, was that granddaughter and the
grandchi | dren.

And to the Mega famly, | say
wel come back to the New York State Senate.

Today | proudly offer this
tribute to renenber the good works and the
extraordinary record in public service of the
one and only Chris Mega.

Chris Mega was a man who did so
much for the community that he lived in and
represented, and for two of the three
branches of state governnent, the judiciary
and the | egislative.

The peopl e who were represented
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by Chris Mega were very lucky. They had one
of the best legislators | have ever known, a
man who truly gave it his all. [If you called
upon Chris to help you, he tried everything
possi bl e to make sure you got the assistance
that was necessary. And when Chris Mega sat
on the bench, he was an honest jurist and
truly believed in the Constitution and

dedi cated hinself to the practice of the good
of the |aw

Personally, | will never forget
Chris Mega. He taught me an awful lot. He
said to ne: "People want to see you, to be
part of you, and to know that you're going
respond to their needs." | have never
forgotten those words, and | continue to live
by those words today.

Nobody ever had a bad word to
say about Chris Mega. But | tell you, when
he wal ked down that avenue, on Fifth Avenue
or Third Avenue or Thirteenth Avenue in the
Bay Ri dge and Dyker Heights area, they knew
Chris Mega was on that street. He had a
smle fromear to ear. And when the people

woul d wal k up, they'd say, "Senator, Senator
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Chris Mega, how are you today?" And he'd
throw his hand out there and he'd shake their
hands.

He stayed in great shape, too.
| don't know who sat next to him but the guy
used to do |ike 50 pushups every norning and
at night. And he'd love to give you a little
shot in the armor a shot in the chest just
to let you know that he was there.

He was truly a great |eader. He
brought a lot to our community. He did a |ot
for our conmunity besides pre-K and all the
ot her good things that were discussed here in
t he resol ution.

That was the real tough years in
the Gty and the State of New York. In 1991,
1992, 1993, we were having hom ci des at over
2,000 a year. And it was Chris Mega that
said and canme up with the policy we've got to
come in with some noney, we've got to get the
police, we have to get nore overtinme, we have
to get that police departnent working and
give themthose resources to bring that crine
down.

And he, along with the good
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mayor and the good police comi ssioner, were
able to put a policy together that was able
to bring down at that point -- just as Rudy
Guliani started as the mayor of the City of
New York, the new SOP, standard operating
procedure, for bringing down crinme not only
inthe city and the state but around the
nation and the worl d.

Upon his death he was descri bed
in the local nmedia and reports by former
col | eagues i n government by phrases such as
"very decent guy," "forthright, honest and

i ndustrious,” "the perfect elected

politician," "a gentleman's gentleman." The
definition of integrity was Chris Mega.

For all that Chris Mega did for
t he peopl e of Brooklyn and for the peopl e of

the State of New York, | urge the passage of

this resolution. He was truly a giant, truly

a great man, and truly acconplished an awf ul
lot in his life, not just for his famly and
for his conmunity but for the city and the
state as well.

Today we renmenber a statesnan

who answered the call to public service, and
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for that we are all better off.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to speak about a Senator and
a friend of mne that our careers crossed the
sane tine.

And he was a dear friend of mne
and actually a roommate and a very dear
friend of the |ate Senator Charlie Cook.

They lived together, both com ng from

di fferent backgrounds, but -- and | used to
go out to dinner with thema | ot,
particularly when we had all these | ate-night
sessions and so forth, and we went to the
finest diners and truck stops in the area.
Chris was not a nman of pretensions.

And his wife Madelyn told ne
should tell this story. He wasn't nmuch of a
connoi sseur of jewelry, but there was a
jewelry store that was going out of business
down here in downtown Al bany. And it was
just before Christmas, and Charlie Cook and |

were waiting for himat Jack's.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

115

And he went into | think it was
Adel s- Lobe and said, "Do you take credit
cards?" And they said yes. He says, "I'd
like to see sone pearls and sone di anond
earrings.” Well, they pull out the pearls,
he says "How nmuch are those?" They said
"Eight-fifty." He says, "Could | see
something a little better?" And they pulled
out another one. "How nuch are those?"

"“Ni net een-ni nety-five."

He says, "lI'd like to see sone
di anond earrings.” And they showed himthese
di anonds. "How much are those di anond

earrings?" They said "$800." He says,
“"Well, 1'Il skip the dianond earrings.” And
he says, "I'Il just take the pearls.” And he
pul | ed out a $20 bill.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR FARLEY: Needl ess to
say, he said, "I had to schlep out of the
pl ace. "

But Chris also had a great sense
of hunor. And his bride of alnost six
decades, 1'Il tell you, what a remarkable

woman. And, you know, for anybody that's in
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public service -- and he served it all -- you
have to give credit to the famly. And they

were so proud of him and he was so proud of

his famly.

They live now -- Madel yn and he
in his last fewyears lived up in Wlton, in
my district, where Roy McDonal d cane from
originally. And we're just delighted to be
able to pay tribute to not only a great
Assenbl yman and a great Senator and a great
j udge, but, nore inportant, a great hunman
being. That was Chris Mega.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or LaVal l e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
M. President.

Senat or CGol den said Chris Mega
was a giant, and indeed he was. He left an
inmprint here in the Senate. He was an
institutional guy. The Senate neant a lot to
him and how the Senate performed was very
critically inportant. As a matter of fact,
he headed the Senate Club for a nunber of

years.
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Hi s demeanor, quiet but
effective. He was honest, he was -- | think
Senat or Golden just laid out all the
adj ectives. And he was all of those things.

He started rooming with Charlie
Cook, and they becane a fanmpus odd coupl e,
upst ate-downstate. And, well, naybe that
doesn't nean a lot to people. It does,
because it shows that people fromvarious
parts of the state can get al ong, can be
effective, can do good governnment and still
be friends.

So | renmenber when the
opportunity cane for Chris to go to the
bench, he was very conflicted, because being
in the Senate, being a Senator neant a lot to
him He carried on on the bench in the sane
effective way that he did here in this
chanber .

So, Senator CGol den, your renarks
for history portray Senator Chris Mega very
accurately, and I'msure the famly in
perpetuity will be able to see those remarks
defining a real giant in our state.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise with my coll eagues to
honor a great public servant in Chris Mega.
When | got elected in 1988, | was 33 years
old. | cane to this chanmber and Chris right
away called ne "kid," "Libous kid."

And he had a quiet but very
forceful way about him Wen he wanted to
get somnet hing done, you knew he was in the
room O herwise, he would listen. He'd sit
on this floor in the chanber, he'd listen.
He'd be very respectful to each coll eague
t hat was here.

And | |earned sonething from
that. | learned from Chris Mega that when
your col | eagues were speaki ng or debating
that you keep your nouth shut and your ears

open. And al though you may di sagree with

them you have to be respectful to them And

that's -- probably "respectful” is the word
that | can think of the nost.

| can tell you that ny left arm
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in conference could get sore because |I'd get
that punch that -- | think Ms. Mega just
smled and coul d understand. Because he

al ways woul d do that, he'd conme up to ne and
say, "Hey, Libous kid, how are you?" And
he'd give me that rap on the shoulder and 1'd
kind of just smle and walk away like it

didn't hurt, but it hurt. He was a tough

guy.
He was a gi ant anong us, and he

will be mssed. And he left an inpression on

my life that I will always be grateful for.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

You know, if you net Chris,
you'd never forget him |If you nmet himtoday
and didn't see himfor 10 years, you'd know
hi m

O course | was al ways under the
i npression that he and Charlie Cook were
brot hers, because wherever you saw one, you
saw t he ot her.

And one day we were tal king here
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about arnmed services. And he said, "How | ong

have you served?" | said, "23 and a half
years, and retired as a colonel."” He said,
"CGee, pretty soon you'll be as inportant as

my son. He's a Marine pilot.” And | was
just like, wow, 23 years and he's going to
kick me like that.

Chris had so much respect for
this chanber and for the arned forces. One

day he said to nme, "How often do you go by

West Point?" | said, "lIt's in ny district.
Quite a lot, because |I"'mretired." He said,
"You know, we're going hone soneday, | want

to stop and | want to go to this cenetery."
And | said, "You know, you're going to use a
coupl e of hours. He said, "For what they
gave?"

We stopped, we went in the
little, little chapel at the cenetery and we
wal ked around soneplace. And we were
finished, and he was crying. He said, "Do
you know, Bill, the nanes there, nany people
don't know anyt hing about them But the
sol diers, both officers and enlisted, that

wal k t hrough here, remenber sonme of these nen
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as the great |eaders.”

I f you think about Chris -- |
remenber when he was going to the bench. |
don't really think he wanted to go to the
bench, because this was his honme. Anybody
who didn't respect Chris Mega had their hat
on the wong way. Chris was a gentleman, he
was a | eader, respected. And | think his
| ove and respect for the arned forces was
second to none.

You had a great husband.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO I
want to acknow edge today the presence of the
Mega famly. Senator Mega's wife Madelyn is
with us, his daughter Valerie Racchuia, his
son-in-law Joe Racchui a and granddaught er
Victoria Racchui a.

| noww |l call the question on
the resolution. Al in favor of the
resol ution signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, The
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resolution is adopt ed.

| would ask all to please rise
and pay a nonent of silent tribute to the
| at e Senat or Chri stopher Mega.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

(Sust ai ned appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, before we go on
to the next resolution, | believe there was a
resol ution that passed on the cal endar that
Senat or Stavisky would like to nake a conmment
on. Could you please call on her, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. Yes.
Senat or Stavi sky to speak on Resol ution 2844.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank
you, M. President. And thank you, Senator
Li bous, for your courtesies.

Let ne just say that I am proud
to represent nore than 100, 000
Asi an- Anericans who live in the 16th Senate

District. And together as a conmunity, we're
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going to be celebrating the Year of the
Dragon this year. And the Year of the
Dragon, it's the year 4017, | believe.

The Year of the Dragon
synbolizes a great many things to the
Asi an- Ameri can conmunity, and particularly --
it's 4710. And that's a long tradition
representing an amazing culture. And yet
even today we cone together and cel ebrate
with all sorts of cerenonies. And
particularly in Flushing we have a | arge,
| arge Lunar New Year Parade, as | believe
they do in Lower Manhattan as well.

But | ast year we cel ebrated the
Year of the Rabbit. Wich is interesting
because the rabbit synbolized cal mand
tranquility, caution -- and the Year of the
Dragon is just the opposite. It's
excitement, it's exhilaration, it's
unpredictability. The Year of the Dragon
represents excitenment and ent husi asm

And interestingly, people born
in the Year of the Dragon -- and if you go to
t he websites, they describe the professions

of people born in the Year of the Dragon.
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And it's very interesting, because the
website says they make excel | ent sal espeopl e,
publicists, political canpaigners, |awers,
real estate brokers and politicians.

So | think we have a speci al
connection here with the Asian-Anerican
community as we cel ebrate together in
New York State the Year of the Dragon.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Stavisky. The Year of the
Dragon sounds like a day in the Senate.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise because of the nunber
of new immgrants that have entered into our
great country and into the ports of New York
City. And we see so many new Asi an- Aneri cans
in our conmunities across this great
country. And today you see, especially in
the Gty of New York, close to 1 mllion

Asi ans, many of them bei ng
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Chi nese- Aneri cans.

It was nmy honor to be able to
introduce it into the Cty Council when | was
a Gty Councilmn back in 1988 and 1989 to
comenor ate the Asian Lunar New Year, and
then again here in the State Senate having
the privilege of doing that here again,
introducing it into the state so that we
could represent and have this holiday and
have it commenorated for the Asian-Anerican
comunity.

The Year of the Dragon is great,
a great year, a lot of fun. W will be out
there marching in many parades and going to
many events. It is one of the better tines
of our year.

And | say congratulations to the
Asi an conmunity as we cel ebrate the Lunar
New Year 4710.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

And | want to thank Senator
Gol den for introducing the resolution and add

my voice to the chorus wel com ng the Year of
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the Dragon. It pronmises to be a year full of
prosperity and good fortune and a year in
whi ch both the Chinese-Anerican community and
the entire New York State conmunity wl |
hopeful | y take some inportant steps forward.

As Senator Col den said, | | ook
forward to seeing all of my colleagues in the
Chi nat own area and al so in Flushing and
Sunset Park many, nmany, many tines over the
next weeks as we celebrate with all of the
different civic organi zations that cone
t oget her.

One of the great things about
t he Chi nese- Anerican community in New York is
just what a community it is and the extent to
whi ch nenbers of the Legislature, the Senate
and the Assenbly, the City Council, really
are now fully engaged with the comunity,
whi ch enpowers the community itself.

So it's looking forward to the
Year of the Dragon. | thank Senator Gol den
again for his | eadership, Senator Stavisky,
and | look forward to the cel ebrations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank

you, Senator Sqguadron.
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The previously adopted
resol ution for honoring Senator Chris Mega
will include all nenbers of the Senate as
cosponsors.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
| believe there's a resolution by Senator
Ranzenhofer at the desk. Could its title be
read and we nove for its i medi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2801, by Senator
Ranzenhof er, nourning the death of
Dr. Herbert A Hauptnman, Nobel Prize w nner
di stingui shed citizen and devoted nenber of
his community.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

128

resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe there's a resolution
at the desk by Senator Serrano. Could we
have its title read and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 2902, by Senator Serrano,
commenorating the 35th Annual Parade of Three
Ki ngs Day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is adopt ed.

And the resolution is available

for cosponsorship. |f you choose not to be
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on it, please notify the desk

Senat or Li bous.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
| believe there's a resolution by Senator
Skel os at the desk. Could | ask that it be
read in its entirety and then call on Senat or
Farl ey before we nove for its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e
Resol uti on Nunber 2883, by Senator Skel os,
providing for a Senate Sel ect Comrittee on
Li brari es.

"WHEREAS, New York State
currently has over 7,000 |ibraries, which
serve as the treasure trove of our state's
knowl edge, nmaintaining nearly 250 mllion
vol unes and circulating over 160 mllion
itens per year; and

"WHEREAS, New York State's
libraries serve all of the people of
New Yor k, from childhood to senior
citizenship, and provide universal access to
books, periodicals, public records,

el ectroni c docunents, presentations, novies
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and ot her educational materials, in addition
to answering over 27 mllion custoner
ref erence questions each year; and

"WHEREAS, New York State's
libraries provide access to over 13,500
conputers across the state, permtting
custoners to gain access to the Internet and
perform job searches and personal inquiries
to advance thensel ves and their conmmunities;
and

"WHEREAS, It is recognized that
an open forumis needed to properly ascertain
the future needs of our state's libraries and
library systens in order to enhance | earning,
i mprove quality of life, and provide equal
opportunity for all New Yorkers; and

"RESOLVED, That a Sel ect
Commttee on Libraries is hereby established,
to conduct neetings, conferences,
exam nations and public hearings to gather
i nformati on and nake | egislative proposal s
and recomrendations, and to provi de outreach
to and interaction with private organi zati ons
that assist libraries, and to nake

recommendations on library-rel ated
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| egi sl ative proposals and resol utions before
the State Legislature; and be it further

"RESOLVED, That the Sel ect
Comm ttee shall consist of nineteen Senators,
to be appointed by the Tenporary President of
the Senate. O the Senators appointed, no
nore than ten Senators shall be enrolled in
the sane political party. The chairperson of
such comm ttee shall be designated by the
Tenporary President of the Senate; and be it
further

"RESCOLVED, That such committee
shall have the same authority as commttees
constituted under Article 4 of the
Legi slative Law and Senate Rule VII."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, one of the thrills of
nmy Senate career has been working on behal f
of libraries since the very first day that |
came in here in 1977. And |I'mvery pleased
that the Senate Select Conmittee on Libraries

is being established, and 1'd like to thank
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Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos for his

| eadership and for his understanding of the
i mportance of libraries and making libraries
a priority here in the Senate. Because if
there's any house that has stood for
libraries, it's been the New York State
Senat e.

The Sel ect Conmittee on
Libraries will be a new 19-nenber bipartisan
body -- incidentally, one of the |argest
committees in the Senate. It will supplenent
and assi st the Education Conmittee on its
efforts.

The purpose of this select
comrittee is to gather information and to
make | egi sl ative proposals and
recommendati ons. Through this commttee, we
will work to address the needs of our
libraries.

|"ve been a |lifelong advocate of
libraries. They're the cathedrals of
| earning, in my judgnent, and very much part
of the education process of our state and
nation. They are a val uable asset and they

provi de inportant services to their
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communi ti es.

|'"d also like to acknow edge
M chael Borges, executive director of the
New York State Library Association. And M ke
has been a tirel ess advocate for libraries.
And | know that this conmttee will |ook
forward to working with him

|"mvery, very excited about
this new challenge. And we'll work together,
all of us, to inprove the libraries of our
state because they are a najor priority in
our education system

Thank you very mnuch
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO. The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
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M. President.

M. President, there will be a
neeting of the Education Commttee i mredi ately
foll owi ng session in Room 332. That's the
Education Committee.

There will be a neeting of the
Heal th Commi ttee as schedul ed at noon in
Room 124. That's the Health Comm ttee as
schedul ed at noon in Room 124.

The Hi gher Education Conmittee
will rmeet immediately, inmmediately follow ng
session in Room 807 in the LOB.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the Education
Commttee in Room 332 of the Capitol. The
Health Commttee will neet as schedul ed at
12 noon in Room 124 of the Capitol. And the
Hi gher Education Commttee will neet
i mredi ately foll owi ng session in Room 807 of
the Legislative Ofice Building.

SENATCR LI BOUS: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There
is no further business before the desk,

Senat or Li bous.
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SENATOR LI BOUS: There bei ng no
further business, | nove that we adjourn
until Wednesday, January 18th, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, January 18th, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

Senat e adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 10:45 a.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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