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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Pl ease join nme in the Pledge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Fl ag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence
of clergy, please join ne in a nonment of
sil ence and bow your heads.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: The readi ng of
t he Jour nal

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Thur sday, June 23rd, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Wdnesday,
June 22nd, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Next, presentation of petitions.
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Any nessages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President,
on behalf of Senator Ritchie, on page 23 |
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar
Nunber 1070, Senate Print Nunmber 4717, and
ask that said bill will retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent s
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President,
| believe there are resolutions at the desk.
If we could have themread at this tine and
nmove for their i mrediate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read the resolutions. Read the titles,
pl ease.

THE SECRETARY: Concurrent
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Resol uti on by Senator Skel os, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for
certain appropriations for the 2011-2012 state
fiscal year, as required by subdivision 5 of
Section 24 of the State Finance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Concurrent
Resol uti on by Senator Skel os, establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for a
certain appropriation for the 2011-2012 state
fiscal year for grants for civil or crimna
domestic violence | egal services; for grants in
aid for drug, violence, and crinme control and
prevention prograns; and for grants that prevent
donestic violence or aid victins of domestic
vi ol ence, as required by subdivision 5 of
Section 24 of the State Finance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senator Skel os, anending a plan setting forth
an item zed |list of grantees for the New York
St at e Econom ¢ Devel opnent Assi stance Program
establ i shed pursuant to an appropriation in the
2008- 2009 state fiscal year and in Part QQ of
Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Secretary will read the title.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senator Skel os, establishing a plan setting
forth an item zed list of grantees for the
New York State Econom c Devel opnent Assi stance
Program est abl i shed pursuant to an appropriation
in the 2008-2009 state fiscal year and in Part QQ
of Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.
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THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senator Skel os, anending a plan setting forth
an item zed |list of grantees for the New York
St ate Econom ¢ Devel opnent Assi stance Program
establ i shed pursuant to an appropriation in the
2008- 2009 state fiscal year and in Part QQ of
Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senator Skel os, anending a plan setting forth
an item zed |list of grantees for the New York

St at e Econom ¢ Devel opnent Assi stance Program
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establ i shed pursuant to an appropriation in the
2008- 2009 state fiscal year and in Part QQ of
Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
by Senator Skel os, anending a plan setting forth
an item zed |list of grantees for the New York
St at e Econom ¢ Devel opnent Assi stance Program
establ i shed pursuant to an appropriation in the
2008- 2009 state fiscal year and in Part QQ of
Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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by Senator Skel os, anending a plan setting forth
an item zed |list of grantees for the New York

St ate Econom ¢ Devel opnent Assi stance Program
establ i shed pursuant to an appropriation in the
2008- 2009 state fiscal year and in Part QQ of
Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll on the resolution

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President, if
could you call up Cal endar Number 1527, Senate
5851.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1527, by Senat or Hannon, Senate Print 5851, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATCR SKELOCS: M. President, is
there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Move to accept the
nmessage.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the nessage of necessity say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Any nays?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage of
necessity has been accept ed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Section 27 of Part H of Chapter 59
of the Laws of 2011.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hannon to
explain his vote.

SENATOR HANNON: Thank you,

M. President.

This | egislation would ensure that
certain people with traumatic brain injury are
not otherw se subject to a cap that was passed in
t he budget. The thought had been to work this

out adm nistratively. It turns out, because of
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certain federal grants, it could not.

This will actually save noney by
preventing individuals fromhaving to go to a
nursing home. And for that reason | would nove
the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hannon wil |
be recorded in the affirmative.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President,
woul d you pl ease call up Cal endar Number 545,
Senat e 3907A.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
545, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 3907A, an
act to anmend Chapter 84 of the Laws of 2002.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,

M. President.

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Finance Comrittee in the Majority
Conf erence Room which will be followed by a
Rul es Comm ttee neeting.

THE PRESI DENT: | medi ate neeting
of the Finance Committee, followed by a neeting
of the Rules Conmttee, in Room 332.

The Senate is at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 6:30 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
6:55 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President, if
we could return to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there's a report of the

Rul es Committee at the desk. | ask that it be
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read at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: Goi ng back to
reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Skel os,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 5855, by Senator
Skel os, an act to anend the Education Law,

5856, by Senator Skel os, an act to
anmend the General Municipal Law

5825, by Senator Golden, an act in
relation to livery permts;

And 5854, by Senator Col den, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Move to accept the
report of the Rules Comm ttee.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Any opposed?
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Rul es report is
accept ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President, if
we could go to Senate Suppl enental Cal endar 60A,
noncontroversi al .

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read Suppl enental Cal endar Nunber 60A,
noncontroversi al .

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1543, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 5855, an
act to anend the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President, on
the bill, this is a remarkable day for the future
of New York State's university system The SUNY
2020 Challenge Grant Programw || create jobs,
expand our state's econony, inprove our state
uni versities, and further student academ c
excel | ence.

This is an excellent jobs program
and program of excellence for students. SUNY
2020 will enable the growmh of the four

University Centers at Buffalo, Stony Brook,
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Bi nghant on and Al bany through the availability of
$140 million in capital funds. This bill also
aut hori zes an increase of tuition of up to $300
per year for five years.

This programwi ||l create new
investnments by the state, by students, and by
SUNY canpuses so they will continue to be
econoni ¢ and job creation engines within the
respective regions of our state.

This bill will also ensure a
continued | evel of state funding and will
mai ntai n access to SUNY for students pursuing
t heir higher education at SUNY school s.

This all began with UB 2020, and it
was brought to fruition through the hard work of
Senator Mark Gisanti and the chairman of our
Hi gher Education Comm ttee, Senator Ken LaVall e.

| think we have been able to work
together to create a plan that is in the best
interests of the SUNY system It will help
expand our econony, especially in Wstern
New York, and it will help students that are
pursui ng their higher education at sonme of the
finest colleges in the country.

At this point | would like to turn
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t he di scussion of this plan over to Senator
LaVval | e.

And prior to doing that, is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os,
t here happens to be a nmessage right here at the
desk.

SENATOR SKELOS: | nove to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the nessage of necessity say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Any opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage of
necessity has been accept ed.

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 16. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2011.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator LaValle to
explain his vote.

SENATOR LaVALLE: M. President,
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this legislation began in the cold dark days of
wi nter when we in this chanber passed a bill by
Senator Gisanti, UB 2020. Since January, we
have noved forward. And everyone participated --
both this chanber, the Assenbly, the Governor --
to bring about this |egislation.

This legislation is a series of
investments in our State University system The
state is making an investnent by a mai nt enance of
effort to say that we are investing in the State
University at the sane |evel that we are today
and we're not reducing that commtnent. The
student is making an investnent by their
tuition. The campuses, and there's |anguage in
the bill, they are nmaking an investnment by
| ooki ng at savings each year. And there's
| anguage that allows for increased investnents by
t he foundations through additional fundrai sing.

Those investnents by each of those
entities will make for access to our State
University, availability of classes, and to
ensure at the research centers that they are
truly doing research that will be related to job
creation. And there is |language in here that

they, the centers, have to report on how this
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relates to job creation.

So as the leader said in his
remar ks, we are nmaking a series of investnents.
And at the end of the line, the State University
of New York will be energized in terns of
econoni ¢ devel opnent. And we're doing, in this
bill, the same thing by enpowering the City
University to nove forward and nake a series of
i nvestnents there.

| vote aye

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator LaValle will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Gisanti to explain
his vote.

SENATOR GRI SANTI : Yes, thank you,
M. President.

It wasn't too |l ong ago that we
passed a budget that did not include UB 2020.
And | said at that time that UB 2020 is not
dead. And thank God, |I'mstanding here and it's
alive.

The inmportance of this |egislation
to Western New York as well as the other three

research institutes is very inportant to New York
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State as a whole, but nost inportantly to
t housands of jobs it's going to create in
construction, and pernmanent jobs at the end, and
not to nention the research jobs that are going
to spring off of that. The research facilities,
wi th additional jobs, is a nmuch-needed boost in
the Gty of Buffalo and the Western New York
region, due to the fact that we have a severe
| oss of population in the |atest census.

| want to thank Senator Skel os,
Senator LaValle, all ny coll eagues who are on
this bill. | want to thank all facets and al
t hree phases of governnent for getting this noved
forward

And | want to especially thank those
at UB and those in the building trades that have
been able to conme to an agreenent to nmake sure
that we have solid, strong jobs. Because that's
what this whole thing is about. Jobs, jobs, jobs
in New York to bring people back to New York
State, nake this state the Enpire State once
agai n.

| vote in the affirmative. Thank
you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.
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Senator Grisanti will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Maziarz to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise to join with ny coll eagues in
commendi ng, first, Senator LaValle, the chair of
t he Hi gher Education Comm ttee.

This has been a long road for UB
2020. And the language contained in this
legislation is going to result in a new nedica
school campus in downt own Buffal o.

The mayor of the City of Buffalo,

our former friend -- our former coll eague and
good friend. Well, maybe the former friend of
sonme people here too, | don't know  But

Mayor Byron Brown wanted this. The county
executive, Chris Collins, needs this for Western
New York for econom c devel opnent. As Senat or
Gisanti said, this is thousands of jobs for
construction workers, for people enployed by the
uni versity.

But nore, | think, inportant than

that, this is about hope for young people in
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Western New York to get a fine university system
in the downtown corridor doing necessary
heal t hcare research. This is UB 2020. | know
it's been debated and tal ked about a | ot,
nmentioned, to the chagrin of sone, too many tines
in this chanber.

This is a great step for Western
New York and a great step for the State of
New York. | vote in the affirmative
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Maziarz will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Stavisky to explain
her vote.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
M. President.

Yes, this is an econoni c devel opnent
bill. But it's also a bill that affects hundreds
of thousands of students in New York State. And

let's not forget the students, since they are the

clients.

It seenms to ne that $300 a year for
five years -- that's a 30 percent increase in
tuition -- is awfully high. 1t's nmaybe too high
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for sone students to afford college. And that
has ne troubl ed.

| like the idea that out-of-state
students will be paying an increased share,
because currently their tuition, at a little over
$13,000 a year, is way bel ow the nati onal
average. But let's not forget that the H gher
Education Price Index, the HEPI index, which is a
conpi | ation of higher education expenses, is
0.9 percent, a very low figure. And $300 | think
is alot of noney.

| am concerned about the
proportional nunbers, the relationship between
SUNY and CUNY in the bill. | amconcerned about
the definition of energency. Having the Governor
declare a state of enmergency to obviate sone of
the sections, | find that troubling.

The idea that noney shoul d be going
to the canpus is to nme crucial. And | would
prefer to see stronger |language in this bill that
makes sure that the noney goes to the canpuses
and not into the state's General Fund.

The question of the | ockbox so that
it becones sort of untouchable -- we want to be

sure that the noney cannot be swept the way it
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has happened in the past. And this applies only
t o SUNY, obviously.

But traditionally the Governor has
taken 10 percent and then another 10 percent, and
SUNY has suffered devastating cuts over the
years. W' ve got make sure that the nmaintenance
of effort is enforced so that if there are going
to be cuts that the | ockbox, the so-called fund,
not be rai ded.

There's a question of
affordability. 1'mdelighted that the Gty
Uni versity of New York is included in this bill

But et me tell you why I'"'mgoing to
vote for it. Because the alternatives are
worse. The spikes in tuition that we've had over
t he years have been devastating to sone
students. To increase tuition not by $300 a year
but by $600 and $700 a year to nake up for past
inequities, that's wong.

So | think we're on the right
track. And, M. President, | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Stavisky will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Diaz to explain his
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vot e.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,
M. President.

A few nont hs ago our conference --
and let ne speak by nyself -- | agreed to support
Senat or Ti m Kennedy on sonething called UB 2020
for Buffalo and that part of that section over
there. And because the distinguished gentleman
fromthat section, Tim Kennedy, asked nme to
support that section of the state, and in order
to be sure that we have, M. President, one state
and not put downt own agai nst uptown, so | decided
that I woul d support Ti m Kennedy, Senator Tim
Kennedy, and | would support UB 2020.

But today, |adies and gentl enen,

M. President, today they' re not only bringing
UB 2020, they're doing sonmething called Slick
Wllie. They put it together with increasing
tuition for students for the university.

So how I could go back to the Bronx,
how could I go back to nmy community and tel
t hose people that | am here voting to increase
every student that goes to the university, to the
City University or to the State University, every

student will have to pay $300 every year in
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increased tuition for five years.

Then they say, oh, no, no, no, wait,
wait, wait. Not everybody. Those that make
$7,000, the famlies from$7,000 down will be
exenpted. But then those famlies that nake
$7,000 up to $80,000, they will have to pay.

So then again, the gentlenen here
that were supposed to be protecting the mddle
class, nowthey're killing the mddle class
agai n.

So today we are voting for sonething
approved by a Denocratic Governor and supported
by the Denocratic Senators and Republican
Senators to increase tuition on students $300 a
year for five years. And that's, |adies and
gentlemen -- that, |adies and gentlenen, that's a
travesty.

That's sonmething that we here are
now saying to the mddle class and to | ower
m ddl e class, you're dead. But the upper state,
the area up there, they will create jobs. So
we're creating jobs for that area, but we're
killing the students and the famlies that have
to send their students to coll ege.

| cannot go back to the Bronx --

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6008

because the people that | represent did not send
nme here to do this. | cannot go back to the
Bronx, face the people that | represent and tel
them !l amvoting to increase every student that
go to college in ny district to pay $300 every
year for five years. That is a travesty of
justice, a travesty of the law, and that is the
thing that we are fanobus to do here.

M. President, | amvoting no with
big capital letters: No. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Diaz will be recorded in the
negati ve.

Next, Senator Kennedy to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

First of all, let nme thank Senator
Diaz for his vote several nonths ago. But not so
much t oday.

SENATOR DI AZ: Not today, ny
friend.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: W have a bit of
a disagreenent. But | believe it's an inportant

pi ece of legislation that we're passing today.
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This is an extraordi nary piece of
| egislation that is not just going to help
Western New York get back on track, but it's
going to help all of us across New York State get
back on track and rebuild New York State back
into the Enpire State as we know it.

It was a long road to get here
today. And | know nyself and others are here in
part because this body and our friends in the
Assenbly were unable to deliver on prom ses to
bring UB 2020 to Western New York but to bring
rational tuition to all of New York State and al
of SUNY.

And this is about the University at
Buffalo and this is about Western New York
getting back on its feet. But it's also ending
what we've referred to as tuition roulette, where
you' ve had, in the past, students go without a
tuition increase for four or five years and then
all of a sudden get a 30 percent tuition spike
that inpacts the poorest and needi est of all
New York State that then can't afford to go to
school

This allows individuals to plan in a

rational way, famlies to plan in a rational way,
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rational tuition increases over five years. They
see it's com ng; they can plan.

| want to thank the Governor.
Wt hout the Governor, Andrew Cuonp, stepping up
and maki ng SUNY 2020 and UB 2020 a priority, we
woul d not be having this discussion here today.

The problemthat we've had in
Western New York is not in getting projects
conpleted, it's in getting projects started. UB
2020 starts today. | want to thank ny coll eagues
on the other side of the aisle. | want to thank
nmy col |l eagues in the Denocratic Conference. And
| want to thank the Governor for enbracing
UB 2020 and SUNY 2020 and naking this a reality.
Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Kennedy will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Rivera to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

A few nont hs ago, again at the
behest of Senator Kennedy -- and |I'mactually

going to do sonething that | don't usually do,
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which is echo some of the sentinents of ny
col | eague Senator Diaz -- a few nonths ago | al so
voted in favor of UB 2020.

Because as | said then, | certainly
do not know Buffalo, |I've never visited it. | do
not know t he needs of it, and certainly |I don't
know it as well as ny coll eague Senator Kennedy.
And based on that, | voted in the affirmative for
that bill. But | did so particularly because it
was one that only inpacted that region of the
st at e.

VWhat we're | ooking at here today is
a conpletely different bill, one that actually
puts a | ot of things together and inpacts CUNY.
There are two CUNY canpuses in ny district and
one that's a little bit south. And just in those
t hree canpuses | have 5300 individuals that go to
t hese universities. These are public
uni versities.

And as |'ve said nany tines here,
when we're | ooking at the choices that we are
maki ng about where we get our revenue and how we
spend our revenue, we should be naking the
smartest decisions that we can.

| have argued many tines on the
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fl oor of the Senate about the extension of the
mllionaire's tax, and | have been shot down. |
will continue to speak about it because | believe
it is inportant to talk about the revenue that we
need to generate to be able to cover expenses
such as this.

As opposed to putting a tax on the
backs of students, certainly students from
wor ki ng-cl ass fam lies or poor students. W
shoul d be thinking about how to put our schools
in the position to provide a quality education
and an affordabl e educati on and not have to nake
t he choi ce between the two.

So unfortunately, | will not be able
to support this plan tonight, and I would
encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane. | wll
be voting in the negative.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Rivera will be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Next, Senator Smith to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very

much, M. President.
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Let ne first congratul ate the
Governor on bringing UB 2020 to fruition. Let ne
congratul ate nmy col |l eagues on the other side of
the aisles for their challenging work that they
per formed; Senator Kennedy, for your advocacy.

Si nce you have beconme a Senator, you have al ways
fought for what was right for Buffal o and Western
New Yor k.

UB 2020 obvi ously provides sone
econoni ¢ devel opnent for Western New York and
provi des sone opportunities for the
uni versities. However, M. President, the
conundrumthat | think we're presented with has
been denonstrated by a few of ny coll eagues. And
that is, you have a body that is not represented
in this body, and that is the students of this
st at e.

Wiile we will be creating jobs
t hrough UB 2020, nost of those jobs are capital
in nature, which falls under the category of
construction. Wen it cones to science, math and
technology, it is intellectual education that
will provide themwith the ability to go after
the jobs of the 21st century. UB 2020 does not,

for our CUNY students, provide that opportunity.
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What is necessary is, just as the
Governor did with the SAGE Conmi ssion, there are
efficiencies that could be found, there are bond
fi nancings that could be done to provide the
capital inprovenents in Western New York.

However, what is happeni ng today,
the $300 that will be charged over the next five
years, alnost 25 to 30 percent, is alittle bit
nore taxing than is necessary.

So it's because of that,
M. President -- not that | don't believe in
"one New York," not that | don't believe in
UB 2020 -- but for those students -- Cory
Provost, president of the CUNY University Senate,
who has begged for us not to support this bill --
| have to unfortunately cast a no vote on this
particular bill.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Smith will be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Next, Senator Parker to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.
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| guess |I'm adding ny voice to those
who feel thenselves torn by this vote today.

| certainly am supportive of the
notion of UB 2020. And of course to ny coll eague
Ti m Kennedy and the work that he's done on this,
congratulations. And to the Governor and to the
rest of my coll eagues who think this is
inmportant -- and this bill will pass today --
congratul ations. You know, this will be great
for Buffalo and the Western New York region.

However, | have the same concern
t hat Senator Stavisky tal ked about, the sane
concerns that Senator Rivera tal ked about in
terns of the tuition issues that are done here.
And | certainly believe in the notion of a
rational tuition nodel. | think the way that we
have worked out the details in this particular
bill is not sonething that | can, unfortunately,
support.

|"mcertainly as concerned as
Senat or Stavisky is about the dollars not going
to the canpuses and coming into the Genera
Fund. There's certainly an ongoi nhg concern about
the comm tnent of the Legislature to continue to

fund hi gher education. And Senator Smth kind
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of , you know, touched on this, that when we in
fact | ook at where jobs are going to be created
in our society over the next five to 15 years,

they're going to be in places that need higher

education. Right? The FIRE industries
finance, insurance, real estate -- as well as
bi ot ech, new nmedi a, and technol ogy.

So, you know, we really can't, and
particularly in conmunities like mne, kill the
baby in the cradl e by denyi ng people access to
education at a tinme when we ought to be making
four years of college as commbn as a hi gh schoo
di pl oma i s now.

And so unfortunately, because the
tuition is just too steep, because this is in
fact going to create a squeeze, particularly on
the mddle class, M. President -- because, you
know, | think there are sonme good provisions in
here. And if you're on TAP, it hel ps you.

Peopl e obvi ously who have sonme neans, you know,
still will be able to afford it. But those in
the m ddl e who don't get TAP and don't have a | ot
of nmeans are going to be the ones who are goi ng
to be deni ed access to higher education and to

some of the best schools in our SUNY system
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whi ch are the research universities of Al bany,
Buf f al o, Bi nghanton and Stony Brook.

So | regretfully, on this bill, vote
nay.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Parker will be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Next, Senator Bonacic to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. President.

| stand to congratulate all those
Senators that represent these four centers of
excel | ence; Ken LaValle for his hard work, as
usual , on higher education; but especially
Senator Gisanti.

Quite frankly, 1've been here a
while, and you don't see a freshman Senator cone
in and work as hard as he did, 24/7, always
tal ki ng about UB 2020. He was driving us al
nuts. But he got it done, and | especially

congratulate himfor his hard work

Having said all of that, |I'm going
to vote yes on the bill, but I want to nention to
the Governor -- | want to thank himfor letting
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t his happen, but we don't want to create a
two-tier systemin SUNY: the Centers of
Excel | ence, the four, and the rest of themleft
behind a little bit. There was a |arge capital
infusion into these four Centers of Excellence.

| have the University of New Paltz, | have the
Uni versity of Delhi, both four-year universities;
no capital noney.

So | ask this Governor, when we | ook
at the higher education in the next round, we
have to make sure that we keep every SUNY
institution at the sane | evel and not create a
two-tier systemin SUNY.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Bonacic will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Gallivan to explain
his vote.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise in support of this

legislation. Ironically, as we are discussing

this legislation, nmy son is sitting on a stage
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back in Western New York at his own high schoo
graduation. And he and the tens of thousands of
students like himw Il be helped by this. The
tens of thousands of students across the state
will be hel ped by this.

What we' ve done tonight is we have
hel ped the entire SUNY systemto better prepare
its students. |[|'ve heard about access. What
nobody's tal ked about is we've hel ped to ensure
access for those kids that need it. W' ve
provi ded -- we've recognized and will offer
tuition credits for those already receiving sone
| evel of assistance. W' ve also provided, at the
four university centers, what will ultinmately be
funds for greater access for kids who need it.

So I think this does focus on our
students. It helps to strengthen our system so
that we can better prepare our students for the
future.

It also helps to strengthen our
econony, particularly the Western New York
econony that you have heard of time and tine
again. And I'd |like to thank all of ny
col | eagues for their support of UB 2020 when we

passed that several nonths ago, and now t hank
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t hose that have helped to work to nake this
possi bl e and their support of this |egislation,
particularly Senator Gisanti, who did a yeonman's
job on this; the chair of our H gher Education
Conmittee, Senator LaValle; and our |eader,
Senat or Skel os, for naking it one of his
priorities. Along with the Governor, who

recogni zed its inportance not just to our
students but to our state and the Western

New Yor k econony.

Finally, there are sonme people out
at UB and at SUNY Geneseo, which is one of the
finest liberal arts institutions in the country.
| represent constituents that attend, work at,
live, play at both colleges. But President Chris
Dahl from SUNY Geneseo is very supportive, hel ped
to work on the rational, predictable tuition
policy. And this will strengthen SUNY CGeneseo as
it wll be the rest of the schools.

And at UB, incom ng president
Dr. Satish Tripathi enbraced this, hel ped us
understand it, recognized the economc realities
of our times, nade the necessary adjustnments to
hel p us pass this legislation. And he was aided,

of course, by Ryan McPherson and Megan Toohey,
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who you woul d al nost think that they worked here
in the Senate, they were here every day.

So | thank all of ny colleagues for
supporting this, and I |ook forward to a better
education system and a better econony because of
it. | vote in the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Gallivan will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Ranzenhofer to explain
his vote.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you,

M. President.

| also would like to join with ny
col | eagues i n thanking Senator LaValle for his
knowl edge and experience in navigating a very,
very difficult issue through the system

Also to ny seatnate Senator Gisanti
for his tenacity. He was -- | sit next to himon
a daily basis. He was alnost |ike a Pacnan.
There woul d be an obstacle, he'd eat up that
obstacle. There would be another obstacle, he'd
eat up that one. Until finally it came to
fruition. But the tenacity that he showed in

convi nci ng our |eader and our Governor that this
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was an inportant project for UBis just
remar kabl e.

UB is really the center of Wstern
New York in terns of not only its size, its
enpl oynment, its inportance to the conmunity.

Wien | attended UB nearly 35 years ago, there
wer e perhaps four buildings on the academ c spine
and, through this Senate, for three decades built
that university. And now we're turning into a
new phase where we're going to be devel opi ng the
downt own canpus, which is |long overdue. And
that's a very, very inportant part of this

proj ect .

Let's talk about tuition. And I'm
somewhat confused by sone of the coments that
|"ve heard. There were sone conplaints that the
tuition is too high. But two years ago there was
a one-tine tuition increase of $620. N nety
percent of that during the first year went to the
CGeneral Fund, didn't go to any university, and in
t he second year 80 percent went to the General
Fund.

And there are people here that voted
for this but yet are conpl ai ning about the $150

per senester increase. Wich is nmuch | ess than
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what happened actually a couple of years ago.
Two years ago there was a two-year -- based on
this $150, a two-year increase in one day. But
here, this is spread out over tinme. And what is
$150? About 10 bucks a week for a college
student. |It's a Big Mac, fries, and a Coke.
It's a couple of gallons of gas. It's a couple
of beers. A pack of cigarettes actually costs
nore than 10 bucks a week, which is what the
tuition increase is.

But very inportantly in this bill,
whi ch we never saw before, is naintenance of
effort. Wiich nmeans that the noney will stay
with the college. Very, very inportant part of
this, because the students that are actually
going to be paying the increased tuition, or
their parents, will know that that noney wll
st ay.

Unli ke a few years ago when there
was a tuition increase, it was all swept out for
two years. Here there's nmintenance of effort
| anguage which will help those students graduate
on tinme, get the courses that they need, hire the
prof essors that are needed in order to conplete

t heir educati on.
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So again, | just want to repeat that
|"mvery excited about this excited about this
project. There are nore students fromthe
Western New York area that attend that university
than any other university. And again, | want to
just conplinent ny seatmte here, Senator
Grisanti, for his tenacity in fighting for this
issue and bringing it to the floor today and
getting it passed. That is no small achievenent.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Ranzenhofer wi |l be recorded
in the affirmative.

Next, Senator DeFrancisco to explain
his vote.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Mich has
al ready been said, so I'll be very brief.

But during the budget process that
took the first three nonths of the legislative
session, | don't believe | had a conversation
with Senator Gisanti w thout the word "UB 2020"
init. Quite frankly, it got quite annoying. |
mean, you couldn't have a decent conversation
with the man, he was so committed, obsessed with

this project.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6025

Qobvi ously he was di sappoi nted when
it didn't happen. And | renenber being at a news
conference when Governor Cuonp nade a
commitment: Despite not getting to it at the
budget, we will do it. And because of Senator
Gisanti's insistence, because of Senator
Skel os' s | eadershi p, and because of the honesty
of the Governor in keeping his word, this is
happeni ng.

To those who are concerned that it's
only in four university centers, | think what
this does for the entire state is give an
opportunity for this nodel to be tested. And |
believe that if this nodel is tested and it
works, we'll see this nodel in other university
settings, in SUNY coll eges and CUNY col | eges
t hroughout the state.

So congratulations to all of you.
Congratul ations to Senator Grisanti. And thank
God; I'mtired of hearing "UB 2020."

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or DeFranci sco will be recorded
in the affirmative.

Next, Senator Little to explain her
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vot e.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President. And congratulations to all those
who have worked on this bill.

We've tal ked a long tine about our
university systemand their need for nore
funding. This tuition increase and the
mai nt enance of effort that is required to go
along with that is very inportant. And as one
who has had six children go to college, the
certainty of knowi ng what the tuition increase is
going to be or not be for the next five years is
really inportant to a famly.

One hundred fifty dollars a senester
is going to help the schools provide the faculty,
the classes, and the selection that's so
i mportant for students to get their education in
four years.

So thank you very nuch, and
congratul ations. | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Little will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Seward to explain his

vot e.
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SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in support of this
legislation. In so doing, | want to thank our
Majority Leader, Senator Skelos, for his
out standi ng | eadership on this issue, as well as
the chair of our Hi gher Education Commttee,
Senator LaValle. And of course, for the Buffalo
pi ece, Senator Gisanti, for his advocacy. And
of course the Governor, who has been trenmendous
on this particular issue.

In my Senate district | have the
hi ghest nunber of SUNY canpuses of any Senate
district in the state. And | know personally how
i nportant these canpuses are to the State of
New York, a big part of our econonmic engine in
our state. And with this legislation we're
adopting tonight, we are going to rev up that
econoni ¢ engi ne even nore.

Certainly the piece for Wstern
New York is big, as well as the other university
centers. And for the rest of the systemand the
students that attend our SUNY canpuses, this
rational tuition policy which is being

i mpl enmented with this bill will give students and
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their famlies the ability to plan just what the
cost of that education is going to be.

This is a big step forward to
benefit our students and their famlies in
financing their college education. And with the
tuition credits that are included in this bil
and ot her provisions, no one should | eave the
SUNY system no student should | eave for economc
reasons. Their needs w Il be addressed.

And of course with the Governor's
commitment to keep the funds at the canpus, as
wel | as the mai ntenance of effort, the | anguage,
that will nean good things for our canpuses,
enhance the student educational opportunities on
our canpuses.

So this is a great piece of
| egislation, a big step forward for SUNY and
hi gher education in New York State, and a big
step afford in our efforts for econonic
devel opnent. | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Seward will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Farley to explain his

vot e.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6029

SENATOR FARLEY: | won't thank
everybody, but | do want to say what an exciting
thing this is for the Capital District and one of
the crowmn jewels of the university center in
Al bany, where | taught for over three decades.

Al bany has the infrastructure to
really nmake this work. It has one of the finest
school s of business in the United States. It has
t he nanotech, so nmany things that can really be
exciting and really make this econom c engi ne
that we're trying to utilize with our great
university centers. They are the research
centers of the Northeast, and they really wll
make a difference in our econony. And it's the
first tine really that the state has recogni zed
what an asset we have in our university centers.

|"mvery excited that Al bany is
going to be a part of this, and I'mvery excited
and sure that they'll really nmake a difference.
And the Capital District is very, very grateful
that the Governor and everybody has recognized
t he val ue of our university centers and
particularly the University at Al bany.

| vote aye, incidentally.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
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Senat or .

Senator Farley will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator MDonald to explain
his vote.

SENATOR MCDONALD: Thank you, sir,
M. President. | thank everybody here: M
classmate and friend Mark and what he's done,
Senat or LaVall e, people on the other side of the
ai sl e, the Assenbly and our Governor.

This, as Senator Farley spoke, is
not just for SUNY Buffalo -- although I did go to
graduate school there for a while, and what a
great system This is for the whol e SUNY system

Qut of curiosity, how many people in
this |l egislative body, and even our staff, went
to a SUNY facility? That's it? Cone on

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MCDONALD: A SUNY facility
sonmeplace in the state. W're represented
everywhere, including here.

W' ve got a great system It's
integrated into our conmunities, as Senator
Farley nentioned. 1It's going to be integrated

into our econom c devel opnent, which is
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desperat el y needed.

So | want to thank everybody for
doing this, and to ny special friend Mark for
being the |l eader of it. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator McDonald will be recorded in
the affirmative.

The Secretary will now announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1543, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Avella, Diaz, Espaillat,
Par ker, Peralta, Perkins, Rivera, Serrano, and

Smth. Al so Senator Adans. Al so Senator

Hunt | ey.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 11.

THE PRESI DENT: Pertaining to SUNY
2020, the bill is passed.

The Secretary will read the next
bill, Nunmber 1544.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1544, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 5856, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law and the
Educati on Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
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SENATCR SKELOCS: M. President, is
there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Move to accept the
nmessage.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the nessage of necessity signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Any nays?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage has
been accept ed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President, to
explain ny vote.

Toni ght we're taking up a neasure
that mllions of New Yorkers throughout the state
have been waiting for for too many years. |It's
an issue that we hear about in our districts
al nost every day. O course |I'mtalking about

the property tax cap.
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There is sinply no understandi ng how
important this issue is to countless famlies and
busi nesses on Long |Island and across the state.
New Yor kers pay the highest property taxes in the
country, and they're sick and tired of having
their tax bills increased year after year,
soneti mes by double digits.

Senat e Republ i cans have been pushi ng
for enactnment of a tax cap since 2008. W' ve
passed tax cap bills several tines, but we never
had a partner. And now we do. Governor Cuono
joined with us in our effort to enact a tax cap.

And |"mproud to say that this
omi bus bill we are taking up now includes a
2 percent property tax cap and will also be
passed in the Assenbly and signed into | aw.

This bill al so contains nandate
relief, which is significantly inportant for all
of our | ocal governnents and certainly has been a

priority for our Republican Conference.

It includes over $127 mllion in
mandat e-rel i ef savings, including $70 mllion in
savings for all localities and school districts,

t hrough pi ggybacki ng and centralized contracts.

It also creates -- and | think this
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is significant -- an 11-nmenber nmandate relief
council to be nomi nated by the Governor and the
Legi slature. The council will be able to review
statutes and regul ati ons upon the request of a

| ocal governnent or a nmenber of the council, make
a determnation if it is unsound or too costly,
and nodify that nandate or recommend a repeal of
unf unded nandat es.

Mandate relief, as | said, is a
critical part of the tax cap provision because we
have to ease the burden of mandates on | ocal
governments. And we will continue our efforts in
t he Republican majority to find nore relief for
our | ocal governnents.

This legislation al so contains an
extension of rent control, rent stabilization,
with certain rent enhancenents. | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or .

Senator Skelos will be recorded in
the affirmative.

And before we go on, if | could have
the Secretary call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Next, Senat or
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Fuschillo to explain his vote.
SENATOR FUSCHI LLG Thank you very
much, M. President.

When this legislative body started

the 2011 | egislative session, Senator Skelos, the

Majority Leader, started off by saying the issue
of property taxes, cutting spending and creating
jobs are priority nunber one for this majority.

On Long Island, wherever | go,
wherever | walk -- and 1'Il say the same for ny
col | eagues, the issue of property taxes comes up
everywhere we go. A prom se was made by our
Majority Leader that we would get it done this
year. It was a prom se nade and a prom se kept.

If we're going to turn this state
around and stop hearing the talk that it's going
in the wong direction, it starts now. This
property tax cap will hopefully end everybody
| eaving the state, New York State having the
unfortunate pleasure and distinction of being
nunber one in interstate mgration, and it wll
turn the state's econony around.

The issue of nmandate relief was
chanpi oned by ny col | eague Senat or Jack Martins.

You know, Senator Bonacic said that Senator
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Grisanti never stopped tal king about UB 2020, and
he got it done. Well, this guy to ny right,
Senator Martins, hasn't stopped talking that if
we're going to do a property tax cap and we're
going to cut spending, we're going to create
j obs, we need mandate relief as well.

| applaud their efforts, and |
proudly support this |egislation.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Fuschillo will be recorded
in the affirmative.

Next, Senator Marcellino to explain
his vote.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Thank you
M. President.

| rise to congratul ate Senat or
Skel os on this achi evenent, congratul ate Governor
Cuono, working with the majority in this house

and many nenbers across the aisle. Property tax

relief was our first primary goal. That goal has
been achi eved tonight. This tax cap will go a
long way. It's a step. |It's not the end of it,

it's a step.
We promi sed all along, since before

the |l ast election and since, that our priority
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woul d be cutting taxes, |lowering state spending,
and creating private-sector jobs. The only way
you can those things is by controlling property
taxes, controlling spending. This is done.

This bill isn't perfect, but the
perfect should never be the eneny of the good.
This bill goes a |long way towards relieving our
over burdened taxpayers of this onerous probl em of
keeping their own noney in their pocket so they
can spend it the way they want to. They know how
to doit. It shouldn't be government's role to
spend the tax dollars of our citizens, it should
be their role. They should have the option.

This bill goes a long way, as | said
before, in providing themand giving themthat
option. M. President, | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or .

Senator Marcellino will be recorded
in the affirmative.

Next, Senator Oppenheiner to explain
her vote.

SENATOR COPPENHEI VER: Thank you,

M. President.

Well, this is a tough one. Because
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| will be supporting this conprehensive bill, but
much |i ke our budgets, | support much of the
contents but | do not support the tax cap
provi si ons.

| have supported efforts to enact a
tax cap that includes needed mandate relief and
tools for cost-cutting. Wile sonme inprovenents
have been made by the Governor on his original
bill, and | do appreciate his efforts, | feel we
are not getting at the core problem and that's
the need to reduce property taxes, not nerely to
cap the increases.

To | ower taxes it's necessary to
attack the cost drivers. Were is the relief
fromthe nmeani ngful maj or unfunded mandates? And
where is the flexibility for the smaller cost
savers |ike sharing services, joint purchasing,
pi ggybacki ng on contracts, cooperative
agreenment s?

School districts and | ocal
governments still have to provide the nost key
services. They still have to properly maintain
their buildings and infrastructure. A cap
wi t hout rational exceptions for capital costs,

for retirenent-system paynents and nandat ed
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costs, will force bad policy choices at the | oca
| evel .

Also in this bill, if a schoo
district chooses to exceed the 2 percent tax |evy
cap, it would require a 60 percent voter
approval. So a mnority can thwart the will of
the majority. This supermgjority is rarely used
in Arerica and only for very fundanenta
structure changes. It contradicts majority rule
and al so contradicts one person, one vote.

Further, if a school budget fails,
no increase is allowed over the prior year. Wat
will result? There will be increases in class
size, teachers will be laid off, inportant
progranms cut |ike UPK, |ike full-day
ki ndergarten, sports, nusic, arts, foreign
| anguage. | think education is going to be
dunbed down.

For decades |'ve tal ked about
devol uti on, where school districts and | ocal
governments have been given nore costly
responsibilities fromthe | evels of governnent
just above them This shift in costs is the
maj or cause of high property taxes in New York

St at e.
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Property taxes are the major tax
avai l able at the local level, as we all know.

Unl ess we reverse the shift by renoving sone
mandat es and by sending the costs back to the
hi gher | evels of government -- where there are,
as we know, broader, nore progressive taxes and
fees available -- then we will not be changing
t he equation for taxpayers in our state.

This |l egislation takes away | ocal
control of municipal and school budgets which
think we all know is fundanmental in our state.
The state-inposed tax cap is telling us what is
best for our community. The state seens to be
protecting us fromourselves with a property tax
cap that really doesn't cut costs.

And interestingly enough, our | ocal
school budgets in the last three years, |I'msure
you' ve all noticed, have basically not exceeded a
2 percent tax |levy increase. So our |ocal school
boards are actually doi ng what we want done.

I n conclusion, | believe this bil
is going to quickly increase the educational
i nequities which are based on i nconme and
zip code. | think in five years, when this

expires in New York State, people are not going
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to see lower taxes. | think their taxes will be
going up, albeit at 2 percent a year. But what
they will see is the negative inpact that this
has on their schools and al so on their municipal
servi ces.

So I"mvoting yes because this is a
conprehensive bill. But | think rmuch nore shoul d
be done on the tax cap. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Oppenheiner will be recorded
in the affirmative.

Next, Senator Espaillat to explain
his vote.

SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Thank you,

M. President.

As the ranking nenber of the Senate
Housing Commttee, it has been ny great privilege
to fight to keep mllions of New Yorkers in their
homes. It has been a tough battle. And | want
to thank many of ny coll eagues; also, the chair
of the Housing Commttee, Senator Young, for her
collegiality.

And week after week, nonth after
nonth, we have worked with tenants, advocates,

el ected officials and spoken to anyone who woul d
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listen, telling them one sinple nmessage:

New York cannot afford to | ose nore affordable
housi ng. Between this econom c recession that
just doesn't seemto end and the nassive cuts to
soci al safety net progranms, mddle-class and

wor ki ng-cl ass fam |lies have been battered over
the | ast decade. They sinply cannot take anot her
maj or bl ow.

After billions of dollars spent by
weal thy | andl ords and their allied special
interests, after a strong grassroots canpai gni ng
by tenant advocates, we have a rent regul ation
bill that has sone inprovenents but still |eaves
too much to be desired.

The good. Contrary to what nmany may
say, government does have a role in naking sure
famlies have access to affordabl e housing.
That's why it's so critical that we did not |et
rent regul ations pernmanently expire. A permanent
expi ration woul d have neant the deregul ation of
over 1 mllion apartment units in New York City,
including 79,000 in ny district. For the first
time since 1993, we have a rent regul ation
ext ensi on that does not weaken tenant | aws.

Despite the well-funded canpai gn of
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hal f-truths and distortions by those who seek to
end rent stabilization, rent regulations
survived. And that is a good thing for al

New Yorkers. In fact, there are elements of rent
regul ations that actually were strengthened.

The vacancy threshold will be
i ncreased from $2,000 to $2,500, an increase that
will allow nore famlies to remain in affordable
units.

The legislation will |imt the
nunber of times |andlords can collect the vacancy
bonus to one tinme per year. |Individual apartnment
i mprovenent practices will be refornmed to nake
them nore tenant-friendly.

For large buil dings, the increases
will be reduced from1/40th of the costs of
i mprovenent to 1/60th. |If the rent increase from
the Al inprovenent adds nore than 10 percent to
the legal regulated rent, the | andl ord nust get
t he increase approved by HCR

Additionally, this rent regul ation
bill does not affect the Roberts ruling, which
established that any deregul ati on of rent
stabilized units that occurred while the | andlord

was receiving a J-51 tax credit is unlawful.
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The bad. Despite our best efforts,
the rent-regulation bill does not repeal vacancy
decontrol, and that's sinply wong. Throughout
this debate | have been joined by the tenant
advocates in calling for serious reforns to major
capital inprovenent practices. |nprovenents nade
to apartnent buil dings should be paid for, but
tenants should not have to pay an increased rent
|l ong after the cost of the inprovenent has been
recover ed.

This bill does not even begin to
address MCl refornms and the abuses that hit the
tenants every year in their pocketbook. There's
no real reformof preferential rent practices,
anot her tool used by landlords to hike the rent
and squeeze fam lies out of their hones.

The bill does not protect famlies
living in Mtchell-Lama housi ng and Section 8
housing, a failure that will cause
di sproportional harmto communities of color.

Over the past six nmonths we have
fought tooth and nail to bring attention to this
i ssue of rent regulation which affects over
2.5 mllion New Yorkers. | am proud of the fight

we have waged and our m ssion to keep New Yorkers
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in their hones.

In a testament to the power of
special interests, the influence of noney and the
shortcom ngs of our system ny bill to strengthen
and extend rent regul ati on was not even
considered for debate here in the Senate. As a
result of this closed system we got a bill that
makes some progress but doesn't nearly conme close
to getting the results New York City tenants want
and desire.

Tonight | pledge to New York City
tenants that though we nmay have to settle for an
imperfect bill, we will be back. W wll
strengthen rent regul ations, stabilize our
comunities, and pave the road for a strong, nore
prosperous state that protects all of its
residents.

We know t hat by taking sone
adm nistrative action we will be able to do sone
enforcenent, including making | andl ords submt
contracts, checks, et cetera, to have the anount
of inmprovenents verified by HCR  That new
tenants get notice and choice to coment on DHCR
decisions. All these efforts of enforcenent

coul d be achi eved.
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But having said the bad in this
bill, and having 79,000 units of housing in ny
district that will be inpacted by the negative
part of this bill, I amconpelled to vote in the
negati ve.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Espaillat will be recorded
in the negative.

Next, Senator Rivera to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,

M. President.

| have voted agai nst property tax
caps on the floor of the Senate before. | did it
t hen because | believe that the policy does not
really address the issue of costs in localities.
Which is why I'mglad that we are including
mandate relief in this particular piece of
legislation. | do hope that it does what it
needs to do for the districts that the fol ks
across the aisle and sone of ny coll eagues on ny
side of the aisle represent.

The main concern for ne in this

particular bill is rent regulation. | have
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72,000 units in ny district; that is hundreds of
t housands of New Yorkers. And we have been
debating for the last couple of nonths on what
was going to be the final result, what was
actually going to conme out at the end.

As Senator Espaillat pointed out,

there were many battles that we fought over the

| ast couple of nonths, and | have to say that |I'm

somewhat di sappointed by the final result.
However, | will be voting in the affirmative.
The reason for that is that | do believe that we
have made sone advances.

First of all, the people in ny

district as well as all across New York State in

the over 1 mllion units of rent-stabilized
apartnents will be protected. There will be
certain -- and I won't get into the specifics;

believe that Senator Espaillat definitely got
into the specifics. Al of these things wll
give us a little bit nore time to actually, |
bel i eve, cone back and really reformrent
regul ati on.

For me this is an inportant issue,
not only because | live in one of these

apartnents, but because 72,000 units in ny
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district need to be protected. So | wll be
voting in the affirmative for that particul ar
reason.

And | also will be voting in the
affirmative, hoping that when it comes to the tax
cap and mandate relief that it does for your
districts what you believe it will do. Hopefully
it does. | do not believe it will. But I do
bel i eve that we need to nove forward and see
whet her we can actually get the changes that we
need so that your districts can be protected and
the hones in your districts can be protected and
the hones in ny district can be protected as
wel | .

"1l be voting in the affirmative,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or .

Senator Rivera will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Before we go on, 1'd ask the
i ndul gence of all the Senators. W have a
growi ng, growing list of those who want to
explain their vote. |[If | can just ask if we

could keep it to two m nutes, that would be very
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hel pful . Thank you.

And next, Senator Klein to explain
his vote.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today in support of this
conprehensi ve pi ece of |egislation.

First, it continues rent regul ations
in the State of New York, which is sonething
that's inportant to the hardworking tenants that
| represent, giving themthe ability to renew
their | ease, the warranty of habitability, code
enforcenment, so many things that will ensure that
tenants have quality of life in their
apartnents.

It also includes a property tax cap,
sonmet hing that | worked very hard on over the
| ast two years to ensure that nmy constituents in
West chest er County, who are the nost taxed, get
sonme relief.

| really want to thank the
| eadership for putting this forward and finally
making this a reality. 1It's been a |ong road.
But finally taxpayers around the State of

New York will get the relief that they deserve.
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"Il say it once, I'Il say it
again: | don't think it's too much to ask a
school district or a |ocal governnment to live
within their neans, to tighten their belt. W're
aski ng taxpayers in the State of New York to do
t hat each and every day.

And what we've produced today |
believe is the strongest, nost conprehensive tax
cap anywhere in the country, far stronger than
our nei ghboring state of New Jersey. It's a
2 percent cap, 60 percent to override the cap.

If the cap -- in other words, if the budget does
not pass, it goes to a zero, which is |ower than
the 2 percent.

And | think one of the things we
need to understand as well, that we can't reduce
property taxes in a vacuum There has to be a
conprehensi ve approach. So besi des having the
cap, we're also giving nandate relief to both our
| ocal governnments and our school districts.

| think the result finally will be
an inportant first step in reducing the taxes,
property taxes to our taxpayers all over the
State of New York. | vote yes, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.
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Senator Klein will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Carlucci to explain
his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCCI : Thank you,
M. President.

There's no question that people
t hroughout New York State are really struggling.
Wherever | go in the Hudson Valley, | hear the
same over thing over and over again. Wether
it's a young famly that's worryi ng about hangi ng
onto their job or suffering froma recent job
loss, or it's a senior that's lived in their
house for decades and is worried about paying
their spiraling, out-of-control property taxes.

This legislation is so inportant
because it addresses so many of these factors.
First, by capping property taxes, we're giving
that certainty to those peopl e paying property
taxes by stabilizing them but also sending an
i nportant nessage to every state, every nation on
this planet that New York is open and ready for
busi ness.

But nost inportantly, we get the

ball rolling in the direction of nmandate relief,
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sonmething that's so inportant to our educators,
to our nmunicipalities, to give themthe tools
that they need to have the nost effective, nost
cost-efficient system possible.

So | believe this is extrenely
inmportant. And it's not perfect, but it gets the
ball rolling in the direction where we need to
go, to return the State of New York to the
Enpire State, make sure our children get the best
education possi ble, nmake sure we can attract
guality enployers to the State of New York and
put New Yorkers to work.

So, M. President, I'll be
supporting this package and | will be voting in
the affirmative. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or .

Senator Carlucci to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Krueger to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.
As this has been described, it's a

| arge and conplex bill. And | share views of
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di fferent people who have spoken already. | have
t he sane concerns as Senator Espaillat: It
doesn't go nearly far enough in what we needed to
do in affordabl e housing and in rent regul ation.

But | viewit as a down paynment on
where we need to go by the new Governor. And |
believe that as the year noves forward, as the
second year of his adm nistration noves forward,
we will get stronger protections, nore
enf orcement .

And again, it's a step. It's a
first step. And I"'mconfortable with that. It's
not what | would have loved, but |I'mconfortable
with that.

Then you heard about the nandate
relief. And again, | represent parts of New York
City. And nost of the sections of the bill
i nvolving mandate relief will probably have nore
i npact outside the City of New York than in the
City of New York. But | hear the sane issue as
many of mny col | eagues throughout the state. W
need to evaluate the different nandates we've put
into | aw over the years.

And |'"ma big believer in doing

constant oversi ght and constant reeval uation of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6054

whet her the laws we put into effect in sone point
in history actually nake sense in the

21st century. So the fact that | think the
mandate relief sections of the bill will increase
our discussions | also think is good.

But | share ny coll eagues' views
that tax caps are really not the panacea we think
they are. And while New York City is exenpt from
this tax cap, nmaking it nore reasonable for nme to
feel confortable voting for the bill, for the
record what it will do is squeeze |oca
comunities' ability to pay for their education
over the years. They will then in turn come back
to the State of New York demanding that the state
gi ve them nore school aid.

And there is where | am concerned
that the Big Five cities will actually find that
the conmtnents of school aid to themwll
decrease as the state nmust fill in the gaps that
are being built at the local |evel.

So |l don't think it's a great bill.
| think it raises |lots of new questions and
changes for us as a state in the com ng years.
think we'll be up toit. | will be voting for

the bill.
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Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Krueger to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Stewart-Cousins to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President. So nuch of what | wanted to
say has been said, but |I think it's worth
repeati ng.

| have one of the npbst unusua
districts because | have one of the Big Five
cities. | have 10 villages, | have two towns.
And whet her we're tal king about rent and rent
control and the inportance of keeping over
40,000 units of rent-controlled units in
West chest er avail able and there so that people
have security in the fact that they will have a
decent place to live, that's incredibly inportant
to ne.

Have we gone far enough? No. Can
we go farther? Yes. And I, like my colleagues,
believe with the cooperation not only of all of
us here but of a Governor who understands how

i nportant affordable housing is, we cannot only
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do better, but we can do nore. And we wll.
Since |'ve been here, nmandate relief

has been a priority. Local governnents, making

sure they function is certainly a priority. W

have mandate relief here. |Is it far enough?

No. But | am happy that some of the things at

| east that | chanpioned, whether it was

i nformation sharing, whether it's piggybacking

and the fact that there will be an opportunity

for local governments to go to a mandate relief

council where they can get redress and assi stance

in lowering their nandates every single day,

that's inportant. And that's a very val uabl e

first step.

| wish we had required fiscal notes
on our bills. | think that would have been a
little hel pful as well. But the fact that we are

doi ng as much as we are doing, providing over a
hundred mllion, alnbst $200 mllion in mandate
relief locally is certainly a |audable first
st ep.

| know ny school districts, as
Senat or Qppenhei ner nentioned and as Senat or
Krueger nmentioned, will be stressed. And | think

that, again, we cannot pretend that we are doing
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all we can to nake sure that everyone receives

t he education that they are deserving of. And
that we as a state keep our prom ses, because so
much of the mandate relief cones from us keeping
our prom ses to these educational facilities.
That's what we need to do.

But anyway, | amcertainly happy. |
know this was difficult. 1 think that, again,
we' ve done sone trenmendous first steps. And |
| ook forward to continuing | owering the taxes,
maki ng sure our rents are stabilized and peopl e
can afford their living facilities, their housing
arrangenents, and certainly making sure that
mandate relief in education continues to be
nunber one.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Stewart-Cousins to be
recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Diaz to explain his vote.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

l"mgoing to join ny coll eague

Senat or Adriano Espaillat in voting against this

bill.
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M. President, tonight -- tonight is
going to be long, | believe. And you already
heard Senator Qustavo Rivera say that he very few
times agrees with me. You're going to hear that
toni ght, many peopl e never agree with nme. And |
tell you why, M. President. Because | believe
in that saying that says the poor get poorer and
the rich get richer.

And I'Il tell you what. This is a
bill that we are voting today. But we are not
voting for one bill, we are voting for three in
one. This bill includes one bill on capping the
property taxes, another bill included here
dealing with mandate relief, and there's another
bill included in here dealing with rent | aws.

So all the three included in here is
nmeani ng that everyone that votes yes, what are we
voting when we're voting yes? W're voting yes
to kill the children's education in our
communities. W could stand here and explain
everyt hing, how we do bl ah, blah, blah, blah,
bl ah, blah. Wwen we're voting yes, we are
killing children's education relating to capping
the property taxes.

If we're voting yes in the rent
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| aws, we are voting to make the rich richer. So
we are -- sonmething that Senator Espaillat says
was that we're also extending the protection for
t hose peopl e that nake $175, 000, those that |ive
on Fifth Avenue, that make $175, 000 and their
rent is protected, now we extended it to

$200, 000. Dofla Juana and don Pepe in ny
community don't nake that kind of noney.

So | have to say that | didn't cone
here to fight for the people in Fifth Avenue and
to fight for those other people. | canme here to
fight for dofla Juana and don Pepe in ny
comunity. And those are the ones that |I'm
protecting. And |I'mnot going to vote yes to cut
education and to hurt the education on the
children. And | don't want to vote yes to give
peopl e that make $175,000, to increase that to be
protected to $200, 000.

So Adriano, |'mjoining you because
this bill is killing our community. There's
not hing protected in the rent law for the --
nothing the -- if sonebody is protected here,
again, are the rich

So M. President, I"'mvoting no with

dignity.
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Diaz will be recorded in the
negati ve.

Next, Senator Martins to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to support this bill, and
"1l be voting aye with dignity as well.

As | wal k through ny district,
whether it's Port Washi ngton or Great Neck or
Manhasset or M neola or Elnont, time and again
peopl e have told us we have to enact this bill,
provide relief in the formof a property tax
cap.

It provides discipline to our |ocal
governments. And peopl e have spoken about how,
in our local cormmunities, this year they've
enact ed budgets at 2 percent, sone over
2 percent, but with nore than that 60 percent
t hr eshol d.

That's what this bill does. It
provi des fiscal discipline, it provides an
opportunity for our |ocal governnents and school

districts to remenber and the residents of our
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conmunities to renmenber that we do have to have
fiscal discipline during these tough tines. So
anyone who goes beyond that 2 percent, which
happened during this last cycle, does have to
expl ain thensel ves. There is a hei ghtened sense
of scrutiny. And | applaud that.

| believe that this is essential, as
we go forward, to achieving that economc
recovery that we all talk about -- creating jobs,
i ncentivizing businesses to reinvest in our
conmunities as we nove forward.

Now, we've spoken about the need to
| oner taxes. And key to lowering taxes is our
focus on mandate relief. And | am proud of the
fact that we have $127 mllion worth of mandate
relief in this bill. 1'"mespecially proud of

that council and the mandate relief council that

has been included in this bill, because that
council will have the potential to provide
billions of dollars of tax relief to our | ocal

conmuni ties as our communities reach out to this
council for relief fromregulations and statutes
as we nove forward.

And | want to applaud the Governor

for his | eadership in making sure that this
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council was part of this bill, because it
provides the flexibility that we need.

But this council is a first step.
This mandate relief that is nmentioned in this
bill is a first step. W need to do nore so that
five years fromnow we just haven't accepted the
fact that taxes are increasing at 2 percent per
year but we've done our part to ensure that our
t axpayers across New York State are given rea
tax relief in the formof getting Al bany and
state mandates off of their backs.

And | will conmt with nmy coll eagues
to continue to work towards that end, and | know
that we will continue to work with the Governor
towards that end as well.

| happen to live and represent one
of those districts that does have not only dozens
of local governnments but also has rent-controlled
apartnents. And | see this bill as being a
wonder ful conprom se, not only extending the
affordability of housing for those who live in
our rental comunities but al so recognizing that
t hose who live in our suburban comunities are
entitled to and nust have real property tax

relief and serious real property tax relief.
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For those of ny coll eagues that live
in urban areas, that live in New York City that
are not inpacted by a tax cap and nay not
necessarily see the benefit of a tax cap, | urge
you to reconsider. Listen to our coll eagues
across New York State that need tax relief and
have asked for this tax cap.

This is a good bill, and I'm proud
to support it. Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Martins will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Nozzolio to explain
his vote.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you,

M. President.

M. President and ny col |l eagues, |
rise in support of this legislation, the
| egislation to cap property taxes and establish
mandate relief.

M. President, within the |ast
90 days this Senate has taken two very inportant
steps to put our state back on the road to
econonmi ¢ recovery. The first was establishing an

on-tinme budget, we have no new taxes, that cut
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spendi ng, actually decreased spending fromthe
year before, and established a very good
foundation for reform ng the Medicaid system

This action we're taking tonight is
t he second step, an inportant step, to cap
property taxes, to provide needed mandate relief
to | ocal governnents and school districts to cut
their costs.

Qur citizens are facing trenmendously
horrendous econom ¢ chall enge. New York State by
all accounts is on the precipice of economc
doom W think, though, with the actions taken
these | ast quarter of a year, 90 days, that the
signal has gone forth that New York does nean
busi ness once again, that New York will be a
haven to be open for business, and that those who
provide jobs will say yes, we want to keep our
jobs in New York State; to those who may be
t hi nki ng about expanding in other states, that
New York will be conpetitive again to have those
envi ronnents necessary for job growh to exist.

M. President, this is in nost areas
of the state, and particularly our area of the
Fi nger Lakes region, graduation weekend for the

students in our high schools. Those students are
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going on to college or finding a trade, but many
are faced with whether or not they will stay in
New Yor k, whether there will be opportunities in
New York for themto build a future and raise a
famly.

We hope these steps taken today and
taken over this last |egislative session wll
provi de hope that famlies will have jobs in
New York, jobs will stay in New York, and that
jobs will growin New York State as a result of
establ i shing good budgetary itens reformng
expenditures in this state and capping tax growh
and establishing mandate relief to cut costs.

That's what |'m proud to support,
M. President, and hope that this measure is just
anot her step on a continuing road to economc
recovery for the State of New York.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Nozzolio will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Parker to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President. To explain ny vote.
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First let me just begin to thank the
Governor, ny colleagues in this chanmber and the
menbers of the Assenbly for the hard work on this
bill.

There are actually four distinct
parts of this bill. There's renewal of the
rent-regulation laws, there is a property tax
cap, there is a nmandate relief portion and 421la.
And, you know, | understand how hard it was to
get to this point, and certainly | appreciate ny
col | eagues' hard work

| particularly want to thank
Senat or Espaillat for his work on behalf of the
tenants of the State of New York and thank for
his great analysis. | want to actually associate
nmyself with his remarks and with the details in
whi ch he expl ai ned about the rent part of this
bill.

| get that it was hard, but we
didn't go nearly far enough for tenants. And we
did not nearly provide the kinds of protections
that tenants need. And again, I'mnot going to
gooninm limted to tine to kind of recap what
Senat or Espaillat tal ked about. But like |I said,

| want to associate nyself with his remarks.
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But the other part is that, you
know, housing is the nost inportant thing that
you can do for people as it relates to education,
as it relates to their health, as it relates to
mental health, you know, as it relates to just
peopl e's opportunities in life. Nothing nore
i mportant than housi ng.

And so the rent regulation | aws
bei ng renewed and certainly making sure that
peopl e can afford their property taxes is
important. But we're frankly going about it the
wrong way as we | ook at nandate relief and
property tax caps.

Property tax caps are not going to
provi de -- and peopl e should be clear about
this. This bill, for everybody who's paying
attention, is not going to provide any relief to
your property taxes imediately. Not at all.
The only thing it's going to protect you fromis
possi bl e raises. The question is even whet her
the mandate relief will provide any actual relief
to your property taxes or any other taxes. And
|"mnot clear that's going to do it either.

There were sone ot her ways that we

coul d have gone about this. This is the right
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i ssue, M. President, but the wong solution. W
certainly could have done a circuit-breaker which
woul d have provided sone significant relief

i medi ately, particularly for those needy people
who have high bills right now

The other thing that we could have
done and we shoul d have done -- which the
Governor canpai gned on, and | wi sh and hope that
he will come back to in the next session -- is
t he consolidation of the 10,000 governnents that
we have in this state.

Mysel f and Assenbl yman Cahill have a
Berger Conmmi ssion bill that would | ook at the
consol idati on of school districts. W have sone
ridicul ous 7,000, 8,000 school districts in the
State of New York. It's unnecessary in
62 counti es.

And if New York City can have one
school district in the largest city in Anmerica,
certainly we can create sonme econom es of scale
in some of the other 62 counties that we have.
And t hat woul d have been certainly a better
nmet hod of saving property tax dollars and
| onering people's cost of living so they can

mai ntain their hones.
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And so I'mforced to vote no on this
because it really doesn't take us in the right
direction, and hope that in the future, as
Senat or Krueger has indicated, that we'll get
anot her bite at the apple of doing the right
thing for tenants in this state.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Parker will be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Next, Senator Kennedy to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

This is a historic night in this
chanber. |It's a historic night for so many
reasons. |It's a historic night in part because
of this conprehensive reform package that we're
putting forward. A |andmark | egislative
agreenent, think about it. Property tax cap
mandate relief, and rent control. Things we've
all been tal king about, both sides of the aisle,
upstate and downstate, all year long. Al
culmnating in this fantastic bill.

| commend CGovernor Cuono for his

determ ned | eadership in noving this forward. |
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|i ke Senator Martins, went out all |ast year

tal king on the front porches, at the hones of
people within ny district. And to a man and to a
wonman, they woul d say the property taxes in

New York State are strangling our comunity,
they're strangling our econony. W need relief,
we need relief now

This bill gives property homeowners
t hroughout New York State the relief that they
need and that they deserve. W're nmaking good on
our commtnent to bring that property tax relief
to the homeowners in New York State. W're
maki ng our prom ses and turning theminto
policy. And we are taking our words and putting
theminto action.

We are noving New York State
forward. W are providing property tax relief
across New York State. And we are taking a step
in the right direction, also, with serious
mandate relief.

| want to commend the ranki ng nenber
of Local Governnents, Senator Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, who recogni zed that w thout
mandate relief in a conprehensive manner,

property tax caps cannot be put in place. That
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is why this conprehensive reform package makes
sense.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Kennedy will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Gallivan to explain
his vote.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Toni ght, as we've done nmany tines so
far this year, in contrast to the past severa
years, we are delivering the type of results our
constituents expect and deserve. You' ve heard it
before, but we're on the cusp of producing the
first significant piece of conprehensive property
tax reformin generations.

That is a reformthat will place
nmeani ngful controls on the ever-increasing costs
of owning a hone, raising a famly or running a
business in New York State. Nothing could be
nore inmportant to the working famlies and
busi nesses in ny district and in nmany of yours.

We're al so providing mandate reli ef

to | ocal governnents and school districts,
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addressing 33 different itens and savi ng our
school districts and | ocal governnents
$127 mllion.

For nmy constituents, controlling
spendi ng, controlling property taxes and working
to foster an environment that will lead to the
creation of private-sector jobs are ny priorities
and their priorities.

Certainly nore works needs to be
done. But when you | ook at what we've done so
far this year -- a responsible budget, SUNY 2020,
this bill -- we're going in the right direction.
| vote in the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Gallivan to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator O Mara to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President.

This property tax cap is a solution
to our rising property taxes, but it's a solution
to a problemthat's been created by the State of
New York, by the State Legislature, over decades

of unfunded nandates being piled upon our | ocal
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governments. The property tax | evies have gone
up to keep these mandat es goi ng.

W're taking a small step in the
right direction today with the nandate relief
we' re providing, but we've got a |long ways to
go. As Senator Kennedy says, property taxes have
been strangling our communities. This property
tax cap can very well strangle our |ocal
governments if we don't provide the neani ngful
mandate relief that needs to follow this.

And it's proven to be very
difficult. The tax is easy to say let's cap it
at 2 percent. But we've seen the anmount of tine
we' ve struggl ed over these past five nonths to
come up with mandate relief. And it's been
difficult to get to the point where we are today
in this |legislation.

And the difficult decisions, we're
putting them on yet another new conmm ssion that
we hope will cone up with the solutions that
we' ve been unable to conme up with ourselves. W
need to go further. The counties alone, their
i ncreases on the nine nmgjor mandates are going to
go up by an estimated $280 million this year

alone. A 2 percent property tax limts the
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increase in levies to $90 mllion. That | eaves
gquite a gap between where they are and where
we're giving themwith the relief we have.

And cuts need to be nmade at al
| evel s of governnent. But we need to nake sure
we follow through with further mandate relief for
our |l ocal governnents so that we can provide the
consi stent governnment that we need for economc
devel opnent in this state, to provide the surety,
as we've provided with the budget we've done this
year, on tinme and cutting our deficit, |owering
spending, with the Energi ze New York plan we did
to provide consistency of |ow cost power for our
manufacturers in this state, and cappi hg taxes so
there's a consistent future of where their tax
growh will go.

But we need to make sure that we can
provi de our essential services at the |ocal |evel
whi ch are being strangl ed out by the unfunded
mandates. W need to nmake sure we're able to
provi de | aw enforcenent protection in our
comunities through our sheriff's departnents.

We need to nake sure we're able to provide the
appropriate funding for our schools to provide a

good education that won't be strangled by the
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property tax cap.

W have a long ways to go. | wll
vote in favor of this legislation tonight, but
our work is just beginning in this regard.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator O Mara to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Next, Senator Perkins to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you very
much.

| want to vote no on this bill,
particul arly because of the fact that it
represents the slow death of affordabl e housing
in nmy community and in New York City.

| know that there are aspects of it
t hat suggest sone nonents of preservation and
continuation, but the reality is, as was pointed
out by ny col |l eague Senator Espaillat, that
sooner than |ater, that which we are tenporarily
preserving will fall out of the ability of ny
constituency and a lot of folks in New York City
to be able to afford to live in this housing.

And | cane here to increase the
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affordability of housing for folks in ny
community and New York City, and this particul ar
pi ece of |egislation does quite the opposite.
And | woul d hope that, as per sonme of the
neetings that we've had with the Governor, that
we will be able to nove forward towards that end
t hat we have come here for. And that the fol ks
inny district and New York City in particular
will be relieved of the anxiety that they're
goi ng through every day as a result of the rent
regul ations that are continuously being
under m ned.

So | vote no on this particular
pi ece of | egislation.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Perkins to be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Next, Senator Squadron to explain
his vote.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, if you |ike the way
New York City works today, if you think New York
City is fundanentally a good place, then you

believe in rent regulations. 1It's a big part of
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who we are in New York City. And extending those
rent regulations was the critical job of this
Legi slature this year.

| al so believe that expandi ng those
regul ations was a critical job of this
Legi sl ature.

This bill does not do everything
that I thought we had to do to protect affordable
housi ng, to protect m ddle-class housing, to
protect diversity in the Gty of New York. But
there's also no doubt that it does take sone
steps forward.

| amparticularly proud that a
provision that | have carried to increase the
anortization and decrease the rent increases from
i ndi vi dual apartnent inprovenments is in this
bill. | ampleased that we are going to be
deregul ating fewer apartnments than we ot herw se
woul d, though I wi sh we were deregul ating fewer
still.

| know this is a very, very big bill
with a big ugly name with lots for people across
the state to be happy about, disappointed about.
There's no doubt it is an absolutely critically

inmportant bill to be getting done here in this
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| ate hour on a Friday night in June.

| don't believe that we can all ow
the perfect to be the eneny of the good.
bel i eve that preserving rent regul ations,
expanding themin some key ways, fulfilling many
of the prom ses that were made by nany nenbers of
this house is inportant. Though it is not a
perfect bill, | vote yes, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Squadron will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President.

M. President, there's any nunber of
i ssues that bring people here to the State
Capitol. The issues, however, that are the
dom nant issues, the ones that | hear about day
in and day out, have to do both with the
ever-increasi ng burden of property taxes, the
desperate need to create jobs and to curb state
spendi ng.

You may recollect that the first
bill that this house did at the beginning of this

year was a bill which capped property taxes.
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That bill was a bill that this house had been
pushing for a nunber of years and this majority
had been pushing for a nunber of years, always in
search of a partner. W found that partner in
Governor Cuonb. And now, at the end of the day,
the Assenbly has at |ong | ast joined us.

So this is an historic nonent. And
it's an historic nonment because we've nanaged to
acconplish that end, we've nanaged to inpose a
tax cap. W have managed to provi de nmandate
relief, albeit not as rich of a mandate relief
package as this house was prepared to do. Again,
time and again, we've passed mandate relief bills
t hat woul d provi de enornous benefits to | ocal
districts as well as nunicipal and county
governments. But this is about curbing taxes,
creating jobs, getting the burden of taxes off
t he backs not nerely of honeowners but of the
busi ness community as well.

| f nothing el se were done during
this session, this would be an extraordinary
acconpl i shnment of epic proportion. And yet we
all know there's nmore to do, particularly in the
real mof nmandate relief. Hopefully we will be

assisted by the soon-to-be-created mandate relief
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commi ssion. But it is an ongoing battle, and we
will ultimtely manage to attain an even better
mandat e relief product.

Thank you, M. President. | wll be
voting in the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Saland to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senator Farley to explain his vote.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

As | rise, I've served in this house
for 35 years, perhaps |onger than nost of the
gal l ery has been born. The point that | want to
make here, this is a massive bill and I'"monly
going to speak to one part of it. Because in al
of these years that |'ve been here, nandates have
been a dirty word. It's sonething that they've
al ways tried to address and do sonet hi ng about,
and really nothing has been done about it.

And this particular area that people
are calling nodest -- and it is nodest fromthe
point of viewthat it's only a hundred and sone
mllion that is done. But there's a |ot of

little things that are annoying that are in there
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that don't cost up a | ot of noney.

But actually what we have done with
this is to set the stage. There's a council that
is going to be able to address all kinds of
mandat es that this Legislature has not had the
courage to address. |It's remarkabl e what can be
acconplished with this. It's a very exciting
programthat we put forward in this massive bill
particularly in the nandate area.

And | think it's really going to
make a difference for |ocal government. Wen we
put a cap on it, that's all they say, is where is

the mandate relief, where's the nandate relief.

Well, we're sending mandate relief.
There's going to be a lot nore comng. | think
this is a great bill, and I"mgoing to vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Farley will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator Ball to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BALL: Many tines, at |east
inthe tine that | spent in the New York State
Assenbly, | made a | ot of friends by standing up

and saying that this is the nation's nost
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dysfunctional | egislature.

And this year has been quite
interesting. |[|'ve got to say that nmany tines
when |'m about to vote, | think back to the days
when | was goi ng door to door. And | can't tel
you the nunmber of times that | would walk into a
home and nany tines see a senior citizen, nany
times a wi dow, and she would ask ne to come into
her home and you'd see a roomfull of paperwork.
And she woul d tal k about how she was going to
downsi ze her hone and sell her hone.

And t he nunber of people who are
| eaving this state, those who are under 35 or if
you're over 60, being literally forced out of the
state. M own parents, we grew up in a
basenment. M/ parents, paycheck by paycheck
built our hone. And when | was at the United
States Air Force Acadeny, because they knew t hat
they wouldn't be able to keep up with the
property taxes, ny parents decided to sell that
hone.

For this Legislature to be able to
come together and do this is really a great
thing. And for those of you who are watching

today in New York State, what a testanent to the
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ef fi cacy of governnent and this Legislature to be
able to cone around on such tough issues and pass
such a conprehensive piece of |egislation.

You know, | renenber when | was
fighting for a tax cap in the Assenbly -- and
even before that, in the canpaign, and goi ng door
to door and people saying there's no way you're
ever going to be able to get it done.

This is one of the toughest caps in

the country. It is structurally sound. And over
time, this tax cap will do nore -- forget about
the social issues that divide us -- this tax cap
will do nore to help the blue-collar famlies,

t he smal | - busi ness owners, the seniors and young
professionals that live in this state than any
ot her.

So | applaud this Legislature. |
want to thank the Majority Leader for standing
firmto nake sure that this remain a priority for
this state. And what a good day for this
| egi sl ative body.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Ball will be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Next, Senator LaValle to speak to
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his vote.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you
M. President.

This Legi sl ature has al ways pl aced
i nportance on real property taxes. And over the
years we have passed initiatives to deal with
this real property tax problem W created a
same- day budget vote. W created the STAR
program W did a STAR rebate program W
passed a contingency budget vote on spending to
control spending, and a | ot of other
initiatives. And taxes kept going up.

This initiative has finally
happened. More than 70 percent of the people in
our respective districts have said we need this
because we cannot have continuing escal ati on of
our property taxes.

So | congratulate our Majority
Leader, who has worked, nade this a priority for
us in working with the Governor and the Speaker

to get this done. | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator LaValle to be recorded in
the affirmati ve.

And that brings to a close our
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speakers. WII| the Secretary announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1544, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Diaz, Espaillat, Huntley,
Par ker and Perki ns.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 5.

THE PRESI DENT: On issues of tax
cap, rent control, mandate relief, this bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that brings us to
the end of the noncontroversial Supplenental
Cal endar Nunmber 60A. Wth your indul gence, we
can nove right to 60B

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,

M. President. |If we could now go to Senate
Suppl enent al Cal endar 60B, noncontroversi al .

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1546, Senator Gol den noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly
Bill Nunber 8496 and substitute it for the
i dentical Senate Bill Number 5825, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1546.
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THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1546, by Menber of the Assenbly Heastie, Assenbly
Print 8496, an act in relation to livery permts.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Diaz to
explain his vote.

SENATOR DI AZ: The industry of the
livery cars in the Gty of New York has been
great. Very inportant that that industry
continue working. They have put their lives in
j eopardy. Many of them have been killed. They
were not allowed to pick up passengers, yet the
Yel | ow Cabs don't come to our boroughs. And this
bill is doing justice to the livery car industry.

| understand that there are nore
things to do. But today, M. President and

| adi es and gentlenmen, | wll support and vote for
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this bill, as | promsed themthat | would do
And I'"mjust telling you,

M. President, that I'mvoting yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Diaz to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senator Klein to explain his vote.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President.

It's a pleasure to support this
bill. | think this for the first tine puts
t oget her a conprehensi ve approach in recogni zi ng
the flourishing livery cab industry we have in
the Gty of New York.

One of the great things that still
exists in the City of New York is imm grant
groups that cone to this country for a better
life, work hard and enmerge and take over
industries. That's the case with the livery
i ndustry as far as Dom ni can- Aneri cans are
concer ned.

| think what this does is finally
recogni ze that this is an inportant industry,
this is an industry that creates jobs, and nore

inmportantly this is an industry that ensures
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transportation in the outer boroughs. You can't
go any place in the Bronx, unfortunately, and
find a regular Yellow Cab. Wat people learn to
rely on is the livery industry, an affordable way
and a safe way to get around our borough of the
Bronx or areas of Queens, Brooklyn, Staten

Island -- really, every place outside of New York
Cty.

So it's ny pleasure to vote yes for
this piece of legislation and say thank you to
the hardworking livery cab industry in our City
of New York.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Klein to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Next, Senator Perkins to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you.
just want to acknow edge the unsung heroes and
sheroes of the livery industry when it conmes to
my conmunity.

There was a tinme when you coul dn't
find a Yellow Cab in ny community. And if it was

in the neighborhood, it was fleeing to get out of
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t he nei ghborhood and woul d not stop. And now --
and instead we were able to get the livery cab
drivers to pick up our famly, our w ves, our

not hers. And they persevered under the nost
difficult of times when in fact it was dangerous,
perhaps, to be a part of that industry.

But they have made great
contributions, not only in terms of their own
famlies and their own well-being but also in
terms of their investnent in the nei ghborhood.

And so I'"'mglad to be able to
support themat this point in tinme when there my
be sone progress in ternms of their establishnent
as a nore viable industry. And, you know,
they' re doing so well that now when the Yell ow
Cabs come, folks don't want to take the Yell ow
Cabs, they're looking for livery cabs.

So |'"m happy to support this
| egi sl ation.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Perkins to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
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M. President.
| do commend the livery drivers.
But | spoke to a nunmber of the livery cab fol ks

in ny Senate district, and they have m sgivi ngs

about the bill.

Secondly, it seens to ne that this
bill should really not be before us, it should be
before the City Council. To ne this is an issue

that really should be resolved. And | hope that
we have nore tine to study this bill to try to
resol ve sone of the issues.
And | very reluctantly vote no,
M. President.
THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.
Senat or Stavisky to be recorded in
t he negati ve.
Senator Dilan, to explain his vote.
SENATOR DI LAN: Yes,
M. President. | rise to support this bill today
at the request of the many livery drivers in the
City of New York and those that are in nmy Senate
district. So on their behalf, I amproud to vote
yes.
And | also would like to indicate

that we did receive notice or a |letter of support
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from nenbers of the Latino, Asian and Bl ack
Caucus of the Gty Council, who do support this
bill.

| also would like to congratul ate
Senat or CGol den for presenting this | aw today.

And I'd Iike to congratulate all the
drivers. Good |uck

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.

Senator Dilan will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Next, Senator CGolden to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,

M. President.

To Senator Stavisky's belief that
this should have went through the Cty Council,
there will be in the city a conm ssion that wll
be set up, of which the City Council will play a
role, the mayor will play a role, the Senate and
the Assenbly will play a role. It will help us
to codify this industry, the Yellow taxis, our
liveries and our black cars, and giving our
liveries and our black cars the ability to do

dual -- both street hail and base service as
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wel | .

The TLC, obviously, our Yell ow Cabs
have sone issues, and we're going to try to work
t hrough sone of those issues, as well as working
with our livery people and our black car owners
as well in comng up with some corrections to
this bill.

We have a bill that is high today
that will be up, probably when we conme back in
about two weeks or three weeks or whenever we
come back here, to codify some of the | aws that
have to be passed that we need to pass in the
future.

This codification will allowus to
put that date out to January of 2012 and to give
that industry the ability to come together and to
wor k together in comng up with some changes that
will work for the entire industry -- the livery
i ndustry, the Yellow Cab industry, the black car
i ndustry, and of course the bankers that are al so
concerned and to make sure that they are secured
in their investnments and that they have nade good
investments in the Gty of New York

| think it's a good piece of

| egi sl ation, a good starting piece, and | think
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we'll end up by January with a very dynam c
codified piece of legislation -- good for the
city, good for the people of the Cty of
New Yor k, and good for the industry.

Thank you. | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senator Colden will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Senat or Montgonery to expl ain her
vot e.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, thank
you, M. President.

| rise as a representative from one
of the -- what used to be outer boroughs, but it
is the borough that everybody wants to be com ng
to these days. That's Brooklyn, Kings County.

And | nust tell you that | have been
passed up by nmedallion taxis in Manhattan. And
certainly I've been put out of Yellow Cabs in
Manhattan when | told them| wanted to go to
Br ookl yn.

So | cannot tell you how inportant
it is that we have an alternative system of

transportation. And the people who have nade
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t hat possible, sone of themare here today. But
t hey have cone to Al bany to ask for this

| egislation. And | have said to themthat you're
t he experts, you know what you need, and |I'm here
to support that.

And certainly -- because every tine
| need to go to the airport, | call a private car
because I know that they're going to get nme
there. And so just in case ny private conpany is
listening, |I'm supporting you today, this
evening, with ny vote. Your Senator is voting
yes on this |egislation.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or .

Senat or Montgonery will be recorded
in the affirmative.

Seei ng no ot her speakers, the
Secretary will announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1546, those recorded in the negative are
Senat ors Addabbo, Avella, Ball, Bonacic, Duane,
Farl ey, Flanagan, Fuschillo, Ganaris, Giffo,
Hunt| ey, Kennedy, LaValle, Little, Marcellino,
Martins, O Mara, Sal and, Stavisky,
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St ewart - Cousi ns, and Zel din.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: {Gaveling.}

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1547, by Senator Col den, Senate Print 5854, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is high
and will be laid aside for the day.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of Senate Suppl enent al
Cal endar Nunber 60B.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President,
there will be a short recess for 15 mnutes, and
we'll have a majority conference.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate stands
at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 8:50 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
9:30 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
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cone to order.

And before we start, if | could just
ask your indul gence. W have a large crowd in
t he chanmber, and I'm going to ask just for your
respect and indul gence as we finish the rest of
our busi ness.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President, can
we return to nessages fromthe Assenbly.

| believe there's a nmessage fromthe
Assenbly at the desk

THE PRESI DENT: Messages fromthe
Assenbl y.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: The Assenbly sends
for concurrence with the following bills. On
notion of Senator Skelos, these bills are ordered
directly to third reading: Assenbly Bill Nunbers
8520 and 8354.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1548, by Menber of the Assenbly O Donnell
Assenbly Print Nunber 8520, an act to amend the

Donesti c Rel ati ons Law.
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SENATOR DI AZ:

SENATOR SKELGS:
believe there's a nessage of
desk.

THE PRESI DENT:
at the desk, Senator.

SENATOR SKELGS:

THE PRESI DENT:

Lay it aside.
M. President,

necessity at the

There is a nessage

Move to accept.

Al in favor of

accepting the nessage of necessity signify by

sayi ng aye.
(Response of
THE PRESI DENT:
(Response of
THE PRESI DENT:
accept ed.

The bill

The Secretary w ||

THE SECRETARY:

"Aye.")

Any opposed?

"Nay. ")

The nessage is

is laid aside.

r ead.

Cal endar Nunber

1545, by Menber of the Assenbly O Donnell

Assenbly Print 8354, an act to anend the Donestic

Rel ati ons Law.
THE PRESI DENT:
SENATOR SKELGS:
there a nessage at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT:

Senat or Skel os.

M. President, is

There is a nessage
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at the desk

of accepting

sayi ng aye.

accept ed.

asi de.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.
THE PRESI DENT: Al those in favor

t he nessage of necessity signify by

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Any opposed?
(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage is

SENATOR DI AZ: Lay it aside.
THE PRESI DENT: Lay the bil

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the

noncontroversial reading of this cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, if

we could go to the controversial reading of the

cal endar.

r ead.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1548, by Menber of the Assenbly O Donnell

Assenbly Print 8520, an act to anend the Donestic

Rel ati ons Law.

UNI DENTI FI ED SENATOR: Expl anati on.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane for
an expl anati on.

SENATOR DUANE: What this bill will
do is say that we are famly in a way that no
ot her word can, and that word is marri age.
Marriage is one of the few tines where people
make a public promse of -- wong bill. Wll,
still --

THE PRESI DENT: This is the chapter

amendnent .
SENATOR DUANE: Al'l right.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR DUANE: It's still the
same. It's not so very -- it's interestingly not

so very different.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane - -

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President,
Senator Saland is going to be the --

SENATCOR SALAND: M. President, if
Senat or Duane woul d be ki nd enough to yield, I'd
be nore than happy to expl ain.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator has
yi el ded.

Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
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M. President.

M. President, it alnost seens |ike
Iight years ago that nyself and Senator Hannon
and Senator Lanza were asked to engage the
Governor and his staff in regard to the issues of
religious exenptions as provided in the what |1
termthe bill in chief. This proposes to anend
that bill.

And let nme first say | would be
remss if | didn't acknow edge the very active
role of Governor Cuonb. He was not nerely active
but certainly sensitive, both to the dual issues
of religious freedons and the inportance of
equality in terms of the purposes of this bill.

What's inportant about this bill is
that it contains a nunber of additions and a
nunber of changes. And very, very critically
inmportant is the presence of an inseverability
cl ause at the conclusion of the bill.

So let ne start off, if I mght, by
sayi ng what has been added to this mx and to
this bill. And | think, first and forenost, you
nmust understand that the purpose was to ensure
religious exenptions, to assure that organi zed

religions, that benevol ent associations and
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not-for-profit associations or corporations
affiliated with or controlled by religious
corporations would not be subject not nerely to
civil actions but also to governnent actions.

So if you will bear with ne, if you
| ook at the bill, we start off with
"Not wi t hst andi ng any state, |ocal or rmunici pal
| aw rul e, regul ation, ordinance or other
provision of lawto the contrary.” WlI, state,
| ocal or nunicipal law, rule, regulation or
ordi nance to the contrary is new | anguage.

And what is the purpose of that?
The purpose is to ensure that there shall be no
| ocal law or no other law of this state that
m ght be in conflict with this [aw that would
supersede the exceptions or exenptions -- nore
appropriately, exenptions -- that are provided in
this chapter.

Concerns had been expressed that
there m ght be nunicipal action, there m ght be
county action, there m ght be the possibility of
conflicts with other provisions of law Cearly
t he purpose here is to ensure that whatever
conflicts there mght be, those conflicts are

resolved in favor of the religious exception --
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exenption, I'msorry. Religious exception.

Now, in addition to the categories
that were provided in the initial proposal or the
bill in chief, we've added not-for-profit
cor porati ons operated, supervised or controlled
by religious corporation or any enpl oyee thereof
bei ng managed, directed or supervised by or in
conjunction with a religious corporation,
benevol ent order or not-for-profit corporation.

The i nportance was to expand
protections to those not nerely churches,
synagogues, other religions under the Religious
Corporation Law, but also to provide those in
effect ancillary and rel ated associ ati ons and
not-for-profits that they share that sane
protection.

And it goes on to say that they
shall not be required to provide services,
accomopdat i ons, advantages, facilities, goods or
privileges. The addition to the -- again, |'lI
refer toit as the bill in chief, is the term
"services or goods."

And while the bill in chief or the
bill being amended provided that it did not

create any civil claimor cause of action, there
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was great concern expressed anong those
representing churches and religious organizations
that they could well find thensel ves being

puni shed by the state in sone fashion.

| f you look to the | aw of
Connecticut, the statute in Connecticut and the
statute in New Hanpshire, they added | anguage
that wasn't contained in this particular bill or
the -- again, the bill in chief. And they said
in their |anguage that the state coul d not
penal i ze or withhold benefits with regard to such
religious corporation, benevol ent order, or
not-for-profit.

We have expanded that to al so
include discrimnate. So that if an affiliated
organi zation -- and I won't nane any, but if a
not-for-profit corp that is affiliated with or
has a religious connection or is being operated
under the unbrella of or inrelation to a
religious corporation, a church, they cannot be
penalized if, for exanple, they have ancillary
services such as child care, daycare, senior
centers, in terms of their ability to obtain
grant nonies, their ability to be ensured that in

responding to an RFP that they will not be
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summarily rejected because of the fact that they
do not recogni ze nor does their religious
doctrine nor their religious practitioner or
practices permt themto recognize gay marri ages.

| f you |l ook at the second paragraph,
in the second paragraph in part is a restatenent
of the Human Ri ghts Law, which the | anguage that
prefaces that paragraph is new. And again, it's
a "notw thstandi ng" provision. And it
notwi t hstands any state, |ocal or municipal |aw,
rul e, regulation, ordinance or other provision of
law to the contrary.

And t he reason that |anguage has
been added is to make sure that there are no
encroachments on Section 296(11) of the Executive
Law, again, sonetines referred to, at least in
part, as the Human Ri ghts Law.

Agai n, the concern being that there
m ght be encroachnments in sonme other state
statute or, every bit as inportantly if not nore
so, by some |ocal action by a county, a city, or
any other nunicipality.

The ot her changes that are included
are the fact that nothing in this chapter in any

way, shape or formshall be deened or construed
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tolimt the protections and exenptions ot herw se
provi ded religious organi zati ons under Section 3,
Article 1 of our State Constitution.

Two nore points which | would have
to make. The initial legislative proposal went
so far as to say that a clergyman or a mnister
did not have to solemize a marriage and the
refusal to do so would not create a civil claim
or cause of action.

W simlarly thought it inportant to
ensure the protection of churches, clergynen,
synagogues, rabbis affiliated, as we did above,
by providing that the state or | ocal governnent
coul d not penalize, wthhold benefits or
di scri m nate agai nst such clergyman or m nister.

And | astly and every bit as
i mportantly, and perhaps even nost inportantly,
there is contained in this | anguage in
Section 5-a on page 2, lines 35 through 39, what
is called an inseverability cl ause.

And it basically speaks for itself.
It says that "This act is to be construed as a
whol e, and all parts of it are to be read and
construed together. |If any part of this act

shal | be adjudged by any court of conpetent
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jurisdiction to be invalid, the remainder of this
act shall be invalidated."

Not hi ng precl udes or should be
construed to affect a party's right to appeal.
But nonetheless it is, under the inseverability
clause, required to be treated as a whol e.
Again, for the third time, it's required to be
treated as a whole and all parts are to be read
and construed together.

Thi s | anguage was the product of
| engthy and at tinmes chall engi ng negoti ati ons.
certainly thank Senator Hannon for his
participation. He's an extraordinarily capable
attorney and wordsmth, and simlarly Senator
Lanza. | could only speak in the nost extolling
terns for both of their efforts.

And lastly, | would again thank the
Governor for spending the enornmous anount of tine
that he conmtted to try and recognize -- in our
effort to recognize the inportance of naintaining
t hese religious exenptions.

Having said that, M. President, |
would nerely like to add, nerely like to add on a
personal note that | have, as many people are

aware, certainly struggled over this issue. It
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has been an extrenely difficult issue to deal
Wi th.

Coming froma rather traditiona
background and being married for sonme 46 years
and being raised by parents who preached to ne
t he i nmportance of tolerance, respect and
acceptance of others -- and of course, as |I'm
sure all of our parents taught us, always to do
the right thing -- ny quandary was all of the
fol ks who wote ne the thousands and t housands of
letters and emmil s and thousands of tel ephone
calls. They all asked ne to do the right thing.

And I"'mnot quite sure | can do the
right thing by both the proponents and the
opponents. And needl ess to say, ny decision on
this bill is going to disappoint a significant
nunber of peopl e.

But | can say that my intellectua
and enotional journey has ended here today. And
| have to define doing the right thing as
treating all persons with equality. And that
equality includes within the definition of
marriage. And | fear that to do otherw se would
fly in the face of ny upbringing.

As | said, | understand that | wll

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6108

probably di sappoint many. | know ny vote is a
vote of conscience, and | certainly am at peace
with nmy vote. It was a struggle. There was
extraordinary deliberation, and | feel that were
nmy parents here, they would tell me that | would
have done the right thing.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator
Sal and.

Senat or Di az.

SENATCR DI AZ: Wul d Senator Sal and
yield for a question or two? M. President,
woul d Senat or Sal and yield for a question or
two?

SENATCOR SALAND: M. President, |
will not vyield.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator chooses
not to yield, Senator D az.

SENATCR DI AZ: He chooses not to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senator chooses
not to yield.

SENATCOR SALAND: | intend Senator
Diaz no disrespect. | think I've clearly laid

out the purposes of the bill.
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SENATCR DI AZ: M. President, that
is not -- that is not indication that he feels
ashamed to support what he's saying?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Di az,
it's --

SENATOR DI AZ: Peopl e -- people --
M. President, people mght take this as
Senat or Sal and, a Republican, is ashamed of
supporting what he is presenting.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Di az,
respect your comments, but Senator Saland is
exercising his rights not to yield for this
di scussi on.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Seei ng no ot her
Senators rising to debate on the anmendnent,

Cal endar Nunber 1548, this debate is closed.

Everybody's in their seats; no need
toring the bell. 1'd ask the Secretary to read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date as such
chapter of the Laws of 2011.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Diaz to
explain his vote.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,
M. President.

| just have a rel ease fromthe
Cat holi ¢ Conference that says that the matter of
a religious exenption has been and continues to
be a secondary issue that in no way negates the
fact that this bill is bad for society. This was
i ssued tonight by the Catholic Conference.

And | believe that Senator Sal and
and Senator Lanza, they're all Catholics.
don't know if they agree with the Catholic
Conference, with what they're saying tonight.

But |I'mvoting no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Diaz to be
recorded in the negative.

Senat or Hannon to explain his vote.

SENATOR HANNON: Thank you,
M. President.

Wiile | will not be voting for the
bill in chief, I will be voting for this because
of the inportance of the exenptions that were

pl aced into the main body of |aw by this
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amendment .

We had | ooked at the basis for
statutes on narriage in this state, the rational
basis that the state has acted upon, and we
| ooked at the uni que context that these religious
exenptions have with the right that is going to
be granted by the main bill.

And it is clearly the intent of this
body and the intent of this bill that the
provi sions are inextricably intertw ned, and that
if the religious exenptions were to be di m nished
in any way by a court, then the right granted by
the main bill would al so be extingui shed.

It's a negotiated position. It was
very, very key to the whole matter of bringing
this topic to this floor. And the inseverability
clause is a very carefully, clear and neasured
drafting decision. And because of that, we have
noved ahead on this very inportant societal
matter.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hannon,
just so I'msure, you are voting yes on the
amendment .

SENATOR HANNON: Yes.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hannon's

vote will be recorded in the affirmative.
The Secretary wi |l announce the
results. In a nonment. The Secretary wll

announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1548, those recorded in the negative are
Senators Ball, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Diaz,

Farl ey, Flanagan, Fuschillo, Gllivan, Gol den,
Giffo, Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Libous,
Little, Martins, Maziarz, Nozzolio, O Mara,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Seward, Young, and
Zel di n.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 26.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: (Gaveling
repeat edly).

Ladi es and gentlenen, | just would
ask your indul gence. The Secretary will continue
to read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1545, by Menber of the Assenbly O Donnell
Assenbly Print 8354, an act to anmend the Donestic

Rel ati ons Law.
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THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Diaz to
explain his vote.

SENATOR DI AZ: On the bill,
M. President. Thank you, M. President.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, nenbers of the
New York State Senate, here we are again. For
the second time we are trying to redefine
marriage. | would have to tell you that | agree
wi th Archbi shop Tinmothy Dol an when he said that
God, not Al bany, has settled the definition of
marriage a |long tine ago.

The first time, M. President and
| adi es and gentlenen, that we dealt with this
i ssue was on Wednesday, Decenber 2, 2009. On
t hat day, the Governor was the Honorable David
Pat erson. The president of the Senate was the
Honorabl e Mal colm Smith. The Senate was
controlled by the Denocrats. The Honorabl e

Andrea Stewart-Cousins was presiding over the
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session that day. And every nenber of the
Republ i can Conference voted agai nst honosexual
marriage on that day. And at that time the bil
was i ntroduced by the Honorabl e Senator Tom
Duane.

Today, |adies and gentlenen, menbers
of the New York State Senate, we are back to dea
with the sane issue, but in a different
scenario. On this occasion the Governor is the
Honor abl e Andrew Cuonpb. The President of the
Senate is the Honorabl e Dean Skel os. The Senate
is controlled by the Republican Party. And today
the Senate is being presided by the Honorable
Robert Duffy, Lieutenant Governor of the State of
New Yor k.

The bill, today's bill was
i ntroduced by Governor Andrew Cuonp, not by
Senat or Tom Duane. And in a conplete turnaround
from 2009, when every Republican voted agai nst
honmosexual marriage, it is the Republican Party
that will provide the votes to pass this
| egi sl ation.

Ladi es and gentl| enen, people of the
State of New York, listen very carefully to the

following. 1In New York the New York gay
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community and their supporters are not only
getting their marriage bill approved, but nost

i mportant, they are naking the Republican Party
do what the Denocrats failed to do while they
were in the majority. It is unbelievable that
t he Republican Party, the party that always
defended famly values, the party that always
protected traditional values --

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Diaz, we
have a two-mnute limt.

SENATCR DI AZ: No, no, no, that's
why | said -- laid it down, because | want to
speak on the -- on the --

THE PRESI DENT: We did the bil
debate. This is to explain the vote, Senator.
So --

SENATOR DI AZ: You're trying to
circunvent nme --

THE PRESI DENT: No, just --

SENATOR DI AZ: -- but | laid it
aside so | could speak on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: W have a
two-mnute limt, Senator.

SENATCR DI AZ: You don't want to

hear, I'msorry, |I've got to -- you know, |'m
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going to speak on the bill.

It is unbelievable that the
Republ i can Party, the party that always defended
the fam |y values, the party that always
protected traditional values, the party that
al ways defended noral val ues, today has becone a
t ool of the Denocratic CGovernor. Actions |like
this are the one that makes the other parties,
the Tea Party and the Conservative Party,
st rong.

Thi s Denocratic agenda, pushed by a
Denocratic Governor, is being approved by the
Republ i can Senate. Senator Dean Skel os, the
Republ i can Senators and the Republican Party are
al l owi ng a Denocratic Governor to divide the
Republ i can Party and the Conservative Party by
telling Mchael Long: W just don't care for
your opinion or your stand.

It is a fact, |adies and gentl enen,
and we all know that sane-sex marriage has been
rejected by the magjority of Anericans when given
t he opportunity to vote for it.

THE PRESI DENT: {Gaveling.}
Senator, |'ll point out that you' ve wai ved your

right to lay the bill aside. | ask you again --
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SENATCOR DUANE: No, | laid it aside
twice. | say -- | said it twice, |I laidit
asi de.

THE PRESI DENT: And the record is
not reflecting that. | just ask that you just --

if you could just wap up, we've given you far
nore than two m nutes.

SENATCR DI AZ: M. President,

M. President, | laid it aside. Twice | said
"Lay it aside." Twice |l saidit. If you want --
you try to take away nmy right to speak on that
bill, that's -- then you say so. But | laid it
aside twice. And | said twice "Lay it aside.”

THE PRESI DENT: | think we have a
m sunder st andi ng, Senator. But |'d ask you
just -- please, sir, you' ve had far nore than
two. If you would just bring it to a conclusion
and respect the process.

SENATOR DI AZ: | have to speak on
the bill. | laid it aside, M. President. And
|"msorry that you're trying to take away ny
right to speak on the bill. | think that the
people in the State of New York should listen to
what | have to say.

THE PRESI DENT: | just asked you,
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sir -- 1'll give you a last mnute and |' m goi ng

to -- | don't want to cut you off and be

di srespectful, but we have a whole list. But I'm
trying to adhere to the process. You' ve had well

over two m nutes.

SENATOR DI AZ: Wiy are you -- why
are we so ashaned of listening to what |'m
sayi ng?

THE PRESI DENT: l"mnot -- we're
not ashanmed. Senator, we're not ashanmed. This
is a denocracy.

SENATOR DI AZ: You are. | nean,
| -- | asked the bill to be aside. You don't
believe it, so you don't want to listen to ne.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or - -

SENATOR DI AZ: And now you - -
you -- you -- you are -- you are --

THE PRESI DENT: Senator -- Senat or,

we are -- {gaveling}. W are just follow ng the
rul es.

"' masking you to please -- |I'm
giving you extra tinme, to be respectful. Senator
Sal and was respectful of your request. [|'m going

to ask you just to wap it up in one mnute.

SENATOR DI AZ: M. President,
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M. President, | ambeing respectful. | just
want -- want people to know what you have been
denying ne -- | nean, you're going to vote for
this? Go ahead, vote for it. [It's your right.
But it is not your right to take away ny right.
| nmean, you know, you want to vote for it, go
ahead. But don't be ashaned of it. Vote
proudly.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, we're
not -- Senator, we are not taking away your
right. \Whether you speak for or against it, we
are just trying to be respectful of everyone in
the chanber, allowing a tinme limt.

Sir, you' ve gone way over the tine
limt. W have been patient with that. |'mjust
asking you if you could bring it to a
conclusion. W are listening to, we are paying
you respect, but you are going way over. And
this is -- we're speaking on the vote. The rules
allow a two-mnute limt speaking explaining your
t he vote

SENATOR DI AZ: "' m not --

M. President, | am not questioning your rule.
l"'msaying | -- 1 -- twice |l said it, "Lay it

aside.” The two issues on there, "Lay it aside,"

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6120

"Lay it aside." | saidit. | saidit.

And then -- and now you're telling
me that no, no, | didn't say that. You are
taking -- I -- all right. 1'mgoing to finish.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, 1'd just

like to explain. You lay it aside, you then have

a chance to debate before the roll call, before
t he vote

SENATOR DI AZ: | want to -- | want
to finish --

THE PRESI DENT: Pl ease.

SENATOR DI AZ: | amthe only
Denocrat voting against this bill --

THE PRESI DENT: Pl ease finish, sir.

SENATCR DI AZ: | will wear that as
a badge of honor. But |I will always say, | wll
al wvays say that even though you are going to vote
for the bill, you are sending a nessage to the
whol e state that you feel ashamed of it. Nunber
one, the Senator, Senator Saland, didn't want to
answer questions. And nunber two, now you are
cutting ne out.

That's okay, M. President. That is
your right. You are the President of the

Senate. You are today shining, you are given al
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the time in the world. And -- and -- and |I'mthe
only one here. That's okay. | am proudly voting
no.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, thank

you.
Senator Diaz will be recorded in the
negati ve.
Senat or Breslin.
And | would ask for all the
Senators -- we have a long |ist of Senators who
want to explain their vote. | would ask everyone

just to adhere to the two-mnute tine frame.
Thank you.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane, we
were just told you wanted to go last. But,
Senat or Duane, we yield the floor.

SENATOR DUANE: It was maybe 1972
or 1973, | was 17 or 18. Stonewall had happened
just a few years before. And | decided to cone
out to nmy parents, religious Catholics.

They were very concerned for nme.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6122

What they knew or thought, believed, was that
honmosexual s |ived sad and unhappy lives. They
were discrimnated against. They couldn't get
married. They'd be lonely and subject to

vi ol ence.

They | oved nme and they were
concerned for me. But | had decided that | was
going to conme out and that | was going to fight
for civil rights and social justice. And though
| worked at other jobs, really ny activism around
civil rights was the nost inportant part of ny
life.

And in the 1980s, when people in ny
community and ny nei ghborhood and in ot her
comunities and ot her nei ghborhoods started to
die of AIDS, if the surviving partner's nane
wasn't on the | ease, they got evicted. And I
remenber going to | egal organizations and saying
"W need help." And they said, "Oh, no, no,
famlies will never be recognized.” And | said
"But they're getting evicted anyway, so what do
we have to | ose?"

And the cases went up to the state's
hi ghest court, and that's how we got the Brasch

deci sion, which was the first tine that
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nontraditional famlies, as we call them

same-sex famlies were recognized in New York

St at e.

And, you know, | ran for the Gty
Council in 1991. | ran, | was already openly
gay, | couldn't -- | didn't want to. | couldn't
go back. | also came out about ny HV status.

did that again when | ran here in 1999. And |
will always be grateful to people who allow ne to
represent them knowing that civil rights and LGBT
rights are part of what I amhere to fight for.
You know, when | first came here to
t he Senate, domestic partner benefits weren't
offered. But you know what? | nade the case for
donmestic partner benefits and then they were
provi ded to Senators and Senate enpl oyees. And
then, here in this body, we passed hate crines --
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane,
excuse nme. Just to be consistent with
Senator Diaz, | just ask that we -- we're trying
to keep atine limt. If we could just finish up
within a mnute, sir.
SENATOR DUANE: Yes,
M. President. But | -- with your indul gence,

woul d Ii ke also to have ny voice on this very
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i nportant issue today.

And -- anyway. Republicans,
Denocrats ali ke, we passed hate crines
| egi sl ation and said that violence would not be
tolerated in our state. And then two years after
that -- again, both sides of the aisle -- we
passed SONDA. Bipartisan, the Sexual Oientation
Nondi scrim nation Act. And sadly, we still have
t he chal | enge of passing GENDA, but its time wll
cone, and | knowit wll cone soon.

And | ast year we passed Dignity for
Al Students here. Again, both sides of the
ai sl e together, landmark, |andmark |egislation.
And now, you know, here we are.

And, you know, ny parents were right
about sone things. | did get -- | did get beaten
up. | -- 1 did get bloodied. But | hope that on
one thing, and I know now they would be fine with
this, | hope that today we'll say that | can get
married.

THE PRESI DENT: If I can rem nd
you, sir, just to be consistent with the rules,
if you'd just bring it to a concl usion.

SENATOR DUANE: Yes,

M. President.
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You know, | want to thank Governor
Cuonp. | want to thank himfor his incredible
and just truthful and strong | eadership on this
issue. And | want to thank Senator Skelos. And,
you know, |I'm one of the 29 over here, and | want
to thank Senator Sanpson. And | want to thank
the activists and the strai ght supporters. And
nost of all, I want to thank ny famly and | want
to thank Louis.

You know, he was there when ny
brot her died, ny nother and ny father. | was
t here when his brother died, when his nother and
father died. And | loved his parents. M whole
famly loves Louis, and | love Louis's famly.
And our ni eces and nephews know us only as a
couple. And we are like married to them but of
course we're not. Not yet.

But the exact sane |ove, the sane
commtment -- | ook, | respect you. | know you
respect me. But marriage says that we are a
famly. Louis and | are a famly. And marriage
strengthens all famlies. I1t's going to
strengthen nmy famly and all New York famlies.
It provides security and peace of mnd. And like

you, Louis and I, in sickness and in health.
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Marri age recogni zes that |ove and commt nent.

And | knowit's -- you know, it's
par adoxi cal , you know, because ny life and, you
know, the lives of other New Yorkers, not going
to -- our lives aren't going to really change
very rmuch. Nothing is going to change about how
we are -- how we take care of each other and | ove
each other, except for it will change.

And | know this is a tough vote.

M. President, | know this is a tough vote. And
| want to -- there are only heroes in this
chanber today. There are no villains here, there
are only heroes on both sides of the aisle and in
bot h houses of this Legislature. Only heroes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane, can
| just bring it to a close and recogni ze your
vote as an affirmative?

SENATOR DUANE: Yes,

M. President. |'masking ny coll eagues --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DUANE: | am aski ng ny
col | eagues to please vote yes for all New Yorkers
and to vote yes for nme and Loui s.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator.
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Senat or Duane will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Bef ore we go on, by an agreenent
with both sides of the house, there are two nore
speakers and then we'll announce the results.

The first is Senator Gisanti.

SENATOR CGRI SANTI : Yes,

M. President.

As you may know, prior to ne com ng
here -- it's only been about six nonths, and the
i ssue of same-sex narriage was never really a
strong topic of discussion anmong famly and
friends. | sinply opposed it in the Catholic
sense of my upbringing.

And | have stated that | have a

problemwith the term"marriage." But at the

same tinme, | also said that | have a problemwth

the rights that are involved that are being
over | ooked.

| have never, in the past four
nmont hs, researched an issue or net with so many
peopl e and groups on a single issue such as
this. | have struggled with this i mensely, |
can tell you that. | have read nunerous

docunent s, independent studies, talked with a |ot
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of people on both sides of this issue.
As a Catholic | was raised to

believe that marriage is between a man and a

worman. |'mnot here, however, as a Senator who
is just Catholic. I'malso here with a
background as an attorney, through which | | ook

at things and | apply reason.

| know that with this decision, many
peopl e who voted for me will question ny
integrity a short tine ago. I'Il tell you,

t hough, that | have studied this issue. For

t hose that know nme, they know that | have
struggled with it. To those whose support | may
| ose, please know that in the past what | was
telling you and what | believed at that tinme was
the truth.

But by doing the research and
ultimately doing what | believe to be the right
thing, to ne shows integrity. | would not
respect nyself if I didn't do the research, have
an open m nd, and nake a decision, an inforned
deci sion, based on the information before nme. A
man can be w ser today than yesterday, but there
will be no respect for that man if he has failed

in his duty to do the work.
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| cannot legally cone up with an
argunment agai nst sane-sex marriage. Wi aml to
say that someone does not have the sanme rights
that I have with ny wife, who I |ove, or that
have the 1300-plus rights that | share with her?

But there's another inportant point
here that this bill brings up, and that's its
religious protections. Because | am Catholic.
Under this bill the religious aspects and beliefs
are protected, as well as for not-for-profits.

There's no mandate that the Catholic
Church or any other religious organization
perform cerenonies or rent halls. There cannot
be a civil claimor an action against a church.
It protects benevol ent organi zations such as the
Kni ghts of Col unbus and nany others. And as a
| awyer, | feel confident that the religious
organi zations and the others are protected.

W in this state have recogni zed
same-sex couples who are narried in other states
and are now in New York. | have read studies
about civil unions that show that they do not
work; it causes chaos. | believe this state
needs to provide equal rights and protection to

all of its residents.
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| struggled with the word "marri age”
as between a man and a wonan. That's how | am
raised. But | also struggled with the rights
that are lacking for sanme-sex couples, and |'ve
stated this nunerous tines. | cannot deny that
right or an opportunity for someone, nor stand in
the way of allowing themto obtain the rights
that | have.

|"mnot going to get into the
phi | osophi cal argunents, because |'ve heard t hem
all. But for me, the issue boils down to this.
|"ve done the research. And ny belief is that a
person can be wi ser today than yesterday. |
apol ogi ze to those who feel offended, to those |
have hurt with the votes that | had six nonths
ago. But | believe you can be w ser today than
yest erday when you do the work

| cannot deny a person, a hunman
bei ng, a taxpayer, a worker, or people in ny
district and across this state, the State of
New Yor k, and those people who nake this the
great state it is, the sane rights that | have
with my wife.

And | also can't ignore that one of

the things that was put into this bill, that
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there are protections in this bill for church and
religious organizations. And | am proud of that,
because | am fearful that those protections nmay
be lost. If this bill fails, | believe the next
time around those religious protections won't be
t here.

| vote in the affirmative,
M. President.

(Ext ended appl ause fromthe
gal lery.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
Senat or Skel os.

Senator Gisanti -- {gaveling}.
Senator Grisanti will be recorded in the
affirmative.

If I could ask for just one brief
recess, if | could neet briefly with Senator
Skel os and Senator Breslin.

(Pause in proceedings.)

SENATCR SKELOCS: M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os, we
had a request for one nore speaker, and a
two-mnute limt. |If | could ask for your
i ndul gence.

To expl ain your vote, Senator
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Kruger.

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill, to explain ny vote.

More than 130 years ago, in this
house, this Senate was convened. Tonight, in the
shadow of darkness, a bright Iight shines on this
chanber. A light that says that once again good
judgnment, integrity, fairness, peace and equality
should fill this room

For a very long time, ny position
has been m scategorized. And by doing that, |
woul d just like to put into focus the events of
Decenber 2, 2009. Because as Senator Diaz
poi nted out, I was one of the no votes on the
original bill.

That bill of then and the bill of
today is very, very different. The protections
that it offers today were not part of the very
grain of the bill that we have in front of us.

| nyself in the early 1990s stood in
t he | obby of SUNY Downstate and fought for a
fight to get aerosol pentam dine as a
cutting-edge treatnment for pneunbcoccus pneunoni a
for AIDS patients that were in that facility.

When SONDA cane to this floor, |
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supported it. Wien the hate crines bill cane to
this floor, | supported it. And when the rights
of students cane to this floor, | supported it as
wel | .

So tonight is not very nmuch of a
change in the position that | have taken since
very, very early in ny political career. But
tonight is a reaffirmation of what a famly is.

And as everyone has pointed out,
that this is a very difficult vote. It's a
difficult vote for all of us. And as ny good
friend and col |l eague and the person that
spear headed this drive when everyone thought that
the effort was fruitless, ny good friend Senat or
Tom Duane said it very, very succinctly. He said
that there are no villains in this room there
are all heroes.

And tonight we can all take claim
that we have brought to the floor a bill that it
was worthy of our consideration, that regardl ess
of whether we vote for or against it, at the end
of the day the consciences of this body wll
prevail and the majority will rule.

So tonight, M. President, on behalf

of nmy community, fromwhich |'ve gotten thousands
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of emails, thousands of letters both in
opposition and in support, it's a clear and
conpel I'i ng nmessage that says that for this body,
for 130 years we've stood together in
partnership. The Krugers and the Duanes wil |
come and go, but the rights and the freedons that
this Enpire State has built its reputation on
should live forever. It should live forever in
these halls and in this room because together in
partnership we're proving tonight that people
that care can truly make a difference.

| vote yes. Thank you.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senator. {Gaveling.} Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Kruger will be recorded in
the affirmative.

The Secretary wi |l announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1545, those recorded in the
negative are Senators Ball, Bonacic, DeFrancisco,
D az, Farley, Flanagan, Fuschillo, Gallivan,
Gol den, Giffo, Hannon, Johnson, Lanza, LarKkin,

LaVall e, Libous, Little, Marcellino, Mrtins,
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Mazi arz, Nozzolio, O Mara, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie,
Robach, Seward, Skel os, Young and Zel din.

Ayes, 33. Nays, 29.

(Pandenoni um ext ended appl ause,
cheering, chanting fromthe gallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: { Repeat ed
gaveling.} Can | have your attention.
{Gaveling.} Ladies and gentlenen, if we can
just -- there's -- | understand -- if | could
have your attention.

Bill Nunber 1545, the marriage
equality bill, is passed.

| ask, please, we have nore business
to continue.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,

M. President.

There are four Assenbly bills at the
desk. | nove to reconsider the substitutions and
have the Senate bills restored to the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Assenbly Bil
Numbers 353C, 6294, 7988, and 7502A.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel 0os, so
or der ed.

SENATCR SKELOCS: M. President, |
now nove to reconmt the cal endar

THE PRESI DENT: The cal endar is
recommtted.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: | nmove that the
Senate stands --

THE PRESI DENT: {Gaveling.}

Cl ose the doors, please.

SENATCOR SKELOCS: | nmove that the
Senat e stands adjourned at the call of the
Tenporary President, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os, if
| could just -- the Senate stands adjourned at
the call of the Tenporary President, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 10:32 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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