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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
house will cone to order.

Pl ease rise and join nme in the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Joi ni ng
us today for the invocation is Soul emai ne
Konate, Imam Masjid Agsa, of New York.

| MAM KONATE: [In Arabic] 1In the
nane of Allah, the nost gracious, the nost
merci ful .

O Allah, our God, by You we beg
and to You we direct ourselves. And You we
ask and for only You we wanted. W beg You
for nothing but You, our Lord, and we appeal
it to You by the great nyth and grandest
virtue. There is no God but You, all one
only, all eternal and absol ute.

Bring peace and tranquility into
our counties and our cities, and nmake our
countries and cities a place of security and
provide its |leaders with the many bl essi ngs

and protection, guidance and wi sdom You
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al one we worshi p, and You al one we ask for
hel p for each and everyt hing.

O Lord of Abraham Mdses, Jesus and
Mohanmed, may peace be upon themall. You are
possessor of the kingdom and power. You give
ki ngdom and power to whom You will, and you
take the ki ngdom and power from whom You will.
And You endow wi th honor whom You will, and
You hum |iate whom You will. In Your hand is
good. Verily, You are able to do all things.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Monday, May 9th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Sunday, My 8th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 28,
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Senator LaVall e noves to discharge, fromthe
Commi ttee on Environnmental Conservation,
Assenbly Bill Number 5971 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 3771,
Third Readi ng Cal endar Nunber 434.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Substitution ordered.

THE SECRETARY: On page 30,

Senat or Nozzolio noves to discharge, fromthe

Committee on Judiciary, Assenbly Bill Nunber
6152 and substitute it for the identica
Senate Bill Nunber 4666, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 449.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Substitution ordered.

THE SECRETARY: And on page 30,
Senat or Val esky noves to discharge, fromthe
Committee on Education, Assenbly Bill Nunber
5719 and substitute it for the identica
Senate Bill Nunber 3776, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 455.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Substitution ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, fromthe Commttee on Finance,
reports the foll owi ng nom nation

For the Conm ssioner of the Ofice
of General Services, RoAnn M Destito, of
Rone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
after we have the report of the standing
committees, before we do the next nom nation,
could we please go to notions and resol utions,
and then we'll conme back and do to the
nom nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Reports
of select conmttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.
| believe that Senator Breslin has

a resolution at the desk. He would |ike the
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title read and if you would call on Senator

Breslin, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

Resol ution Nunber 1716, by Senator Breslin,
honori ng Youssoufou Banba, the new Per manent
Representative of Cote d'lvoire to the United
Nat i ons, and extending a warm wel cone to him
upon the occasion of his visit to Al bany,

New York, on May 10, 2011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

We are honored today to have the
anbassador fromthe Ivory Coast to the
United Nations with us. H's Excellency, would
you pl ease stand.

And the Ivory Coast, as nmany of you
know, has been in turnmoil for the |last couple
of nonths after a very highly contested
election. It once served as kind of the
gateway in West Africa for the 16 nations

there, and it will again. And we have
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devel oped in the United States, and in
particular in New York, a wonderful
relationship with the Ivory Coast.

And t he anbassador, his experience
has been extraordinary. He has served in
Korea, he has served in Austria, he has served
in Japan and is really a well-known expert on
world affairs.

And it should be noted that the new
president is a Ph.D. fromPenn State in the
United States and is well aware of the
friendship and the relationship that we have
between the United States and the Ivory Coast.

And | wel cone you here. | |ook
forward to hearing your words. And | |ook
forward to a very strong and warmrel ati onship
in the com ng years.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Per ki ns.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you very
much.

First | want to underscore the
words that were shared by Senator Breslin in

terms of the extraordinary presence that we
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have here today in terns of the anbassador of
the Ivory Coast.

| have the privil ege of
representing many of his constituents who are
a part of ny district in the Harlem East
Harl em Upper West Side, Morningside Heights
ar ea.

But one of the things |I've |earned
about the folks fromthe Ivory Coast is as
great as the man is, so is the woman. And |
want to acknowl edge the wife of the anbassador
as wel |, because | know that the kind of
| eadershi p that she has been providing, and
support for himand for the country, is
something that is well-deserved and I want to
appreciate that. 1've seen that kind of
| eadership in ny nei ghborhood.

And |I'm sure that the Ivory Coast
is onits way to a great future for not only
the folks in the Ivory Coast but for the
region, as well as for those of us fromthis
country. W need to nake sure that we forge
the ki nds of econom c devel opment ties with
the Ivory Coast that we see valuable in places

all over the world.
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That is a place where its econony
is ripe for the kind of partnerships that wll
benefit the folks fromthe Ivory Coast as well
as those of us in this country and in other
parts of the world as well.

Thank you very much for the
opportunity to speak.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

I would Iike to add ny voice to
that of Senator Breslin and Senator Perkins as
we congratul ate the anbassador as he has
accepted the responsibility as the pernanent
representative, and say to himand to his
ent ourage: Akwaba. And certainly to Madam
Banba, wel cone.

And it is with great pleasure that
| support this resolution and thank you,
Senator Breslin, for ensuring that we share in
this cultural experience and we | end support
to the grow h and devel opnment of the new
government that is comng to the Ivory Coast.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Smith.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Anbassador Banba, wel cone to
New York State. Welcone to your sister state
with regard to our relationship with the Ivory
Coast when it cones to econom c devel oprent
and educati on.

To ny col | eagues here today, this
is a very inportant day for us in this
chanber. The anbassador has a wealth of
experience, being a forner anbassador to
Austria, the United Kingdom Japan, Ethiopia,
Korea. He has a master's in economi cs.

And you shoul d understand that his
pur pose today was not one to just visit us but
to also thank us as a state and as a country
for the support that we've given to the lvory
Coast .

| want to thank our |eaders in this
chanber: Senator Sanpson, for the warm
wel come and reception that he put forward for

t he anmbassador. | also want to thank the
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Presi dent of the Senate, Senator Dean Skel os,
for the warmreception in allow ng the
anbassador to cone forward and bring

greeti ngs.

But | also want to thank all of
you, mny coll eagues, because you are here today
on this floor allow ng the anbassador to see
one of the nobst prestigious chanbers in these
United States.

Anbassador, you are witnessing a
chanber that has a history that is as rich as
al nrost the country of the lvory Coast.

So we want to thank you for being
here. W congratul ate you on your appoi ntnent
as of Decenber. And we |ook forward to a
relati onship as one that is not only rich with
t he exchange of our culture and our education,
but one that continues to exchange our spirit,
which is nore inportant than anything that we
do as human bei ngs on this planet.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator Smth.

The question is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2956

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
resolution is passed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

M. President, at this tinme could |
ask a unani nous consent fromthe body to have
Anbassador Banba address the body.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Yes,
wi t hout obj ecti on.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Anbassador
Banba.

AMBASSADOR BAMBA: Senat e
Majority Leader Dean Skel os, honorable
Senators, yes indeed it is a great honor for
me -- through nme, to ny country -- to address
this prestigi ous chanber.

I ndeed, ny country has energed from
a dire crisis. Over the past four nonths we
have unfortunately w tnessed a recorded 3, 000

people killed. Killed because of the madness
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of men clinging to power. The incunbent

presi dent of Cote d'Ivoire has |ost the

el ection, but he has refused to step down.

And the world has witnessed this crisis, which
has concl uded by the arrest of the forner

Presi dent Gbagbo.

I'"'m here today before you to extend
to the Anerican people, through you, the
gratitude of the lvorian people, the
gover nment people, the governnent of Cote
d lvoire, for the supports you have given to
us during this crisis. You have supported
denocracy. You have supported civilian
popul ati on who have been sl aughtered by a
dictator. W praise you for that. W comend
you. We will be eternally grateful to you for
t hat .

| cone before you today to invite
you, through the Senate Majority Leader, to
attend the inauguration of President Quattara
on the 21st of My in Yanmoussoukro. | cone
before you today to invite this great nation
United States, the great nation of denocracy,
to help us, to help Cote d' lvoire to foster

denocracy, the rule of law in our society.
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| cone before you today to invite
you to take part of the reconstruction of the
nation of Cote d'lvoire, to devel op economc
ties not only with Cote d'Ivoire but beyond,
to the West African region, which conprises
250 mllion people, 250 mllion consumers,
| arger than the United States market. |'m
here before you to invite your business
community to take part of the devel opnent,
econoni ¢ devel opnent of Cote d'lvoire.

| thank you for your attention.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

Anbassador Banba. Certainly, on behalf of al
the nenbers in the chanber, it is an honor to
have you with us here today, and we certainly
appreci ate your remarks. Thank you, sir.

M. President, | believe that
Senator Diaz has a resolution at the desk.
Could we please read it inits entirety and
then call on Senator Diaz.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The

Secretary will read.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2959

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol uti on Nunber 520, by Senator D az,
commenorating the 100th Anniversary of the
foundi ng of the Republic of China.

"WHEREAS, The Republic of China,
whi ch was founded by Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in 1912,
was the first republic in Asia; and

"WHEREAS, 2011 marks the 100th
anni versary of the founding of the Republic of
Chi na; and

"WHEREAS, For nore than severa
decades, the Republic of China has worked to
establish itself as a strong and successf ul
nodel of denocracy in Taiwan and renai ned a
bri ght beacon of denocracy in Asia and the
wor | d; and

"WHEREAS, Through Cross-Strait
di al ogues, the establishnment of the Economc
Cooperation Framework Agreenent wi th Minl and
China and a policy of flexible diplomcy which
are i nplenmented by the governnment under
Presi dent Ma Ying-Jeou, Taiwan has transforned
itself to a cornerstone for peace and
prosperity in East Asia; and

"WHEREAS, Taiwan is the ninth
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tradi ng partner and one of the strongest
denocratic allies of the United States; and
"WHEREAS, The United States
assisted Taiwan in participating in the Wrld
Heal t h Assenbly as an observer in May of 2009,
and will continue supporting Taiwan's
nmeani ngf ul participation in other United
Nati ons-affiliated organi zati ons such as the
International G vil Aviation Organization and
the united nations franmework convention on
cli mate change; and
"WHEREAS, |In order to further
strengthen the rel ati onship between the United
States and the Republic of China, the
government of the Republic of China has
expressed its hope that the United States w |
sign a bilateral extradition treaty with
Tai wan, include Tai wanese passport hol ders
into the visa waiver program resune
negoti ati on on a trade and i nvest nent
framewor k agreenent, and sign a free trade
agreenent with Taiwan in the near future; and
"WHEREAS, The State of New York
exported $1.5 billion worth of products to

Taiwan in 2010, meking Taiwan the 15th | argest
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foreign market for New York State in 2010,
strengt heni ng our econonmic ties; and

"WHEREAS, Many of the United
States' top 500 conpani es headquartered in
New Yor k have invested in Taiwan, including
IBM Pfizer, Corning, G tigroup, MtlLife, J.P
Morgan and New York Life; and

"WHEREAS, The State of New York is
honme to a thriving overseas Tai wanese
community. Both the governnent of Taiwan and
Tai wanese Anericans devote thenselves to | oca
community service in the State of New York
New York State has mamintained a friendly and
fruitful sister-state relationship with Taiwan
for many years; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmenorate
the 100th anni versary of the founding of the
Republic of China and to express and record
its strong conmtnent to a cl oser economc
partnership with Taiwan; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to President Ma Ying-Jeou of the Republic of

Chi na through the Tai pei Economic and Cul tura
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Ofice in New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Di az on the resol ution.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

Today |'mvery honored and proud
that we in the New York State Senate are
commenorating the 100th anni versary of the
foundi ng of the Republic of China. This
commenoration, M. President, is not only a
personal cel ebration for the people of Taiwan
but a celebration for denocracy throughout the
wor | d.

M. President, | was struck by
something that | read in the history of
Tai wan. The peopl e of Taiwan share a
conviction that their future nust be based on
freedom denocracy, human rights, the rule of
law, and that only they have the right to
decide their own future.

In just -- M. President and | adies
and gentlenen, in just 100 short years Tai wan
has acconplished the following: A literacy
rate of al nost 98 percent. 1.3 mllion

students are enrolled in institutions of
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hi gher education. |n several categories
relating to the gl obal share of information
technol ogy, Taiwan ranks either first or
second.

Taiwan is not only, |adies and
gentl emen, an inportant econon c partner of
the United States, it is a strong econom c
partner for the State of New York as well. As
we heard in the resolution, New York State
exported $1.5 billion worth of products to
Taiwan, making it the 15th -- and | repeat,
making it the 15th |argest foreign nmarket for
New York State in 2010.

On a personal note, M. President,
| have been bl essed to be associated with the
Tai pei Econonmic and Cultural Council for nore
than 10 years. | have been especially noved
by the Tai pei Econom c and Cul tural Council's
comm tnent to our children's education. This
year, as in the past, they have generously
donat ed backpacks filled with school supplies
for the annual cel ebration of the Three Kings
that | conduct in ny district every year.

We deeply appreci ate Anbassador

Kao's efforts and the generosity of his
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associ at es who donated nore than 700 backpacks
filled with school supplies to our underserved
school children. As the children in the South
Bronx returned to school in January, they had
alittle extra confidence with those gifts to
succeed.

M. President and | adies and
gentlemen, with us today to celebrate this
i mportant occasi on are Anbassador Andrew J. C.
Kao and M. David Chien, director of the
Tai pei Economic and Cultural Ofice.

| am pl eased to wel cone each of you
today to the New York State Senate chanber,
and | amoprivileged, | amprivileged to
consi der you ny friends.

M. President and | adies and
gentlemen, in closing | want to once again
of fer my sincerest congratulations to the
peopl e of Taiwan as their bel oved country
reaches this inportant mlestone. May it have
many, nmany nore.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.
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SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank
you, M. President.

| too want to congratul ate our
friends fromthe Republic of China, Taiwan, on
the 100th anniversary of its foundi ng by
Dr. Sun Yat-Sen in 1912.

Taiwan is a denocracy in a part of
the world sorely |acking in denocratic
institutions and denocratic ideals. And they
have had | eadership right now under
Presi dent Ma where they have becone an
econonic force, an econom c engi ne i n nany
parts of the world, but particularly in
New York State and indeed in ny district in
Queens County.

And | thank Senator Diaz for
i ntroducing this resolution, because we
understand the inportance of the Republic of
China. The State of New York is a mmjor
exporter of goods to the Republic of China.
And in return, they have cone and nade an
investment in New York, and particularly in
Queens County and in Flushing. 1In fact, |I'm
very proud to represent nore than 100, 000

Asi an- Areri cans living in Queens County in ny
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district.

And what is happening in Queens,
for any of you who have been there recently,
you see an econom c resurgence, alnost a
renai ssance of devel opnent. The econony is
thriving. Buildings are going up, there's a
| ot of construction going on.

And in addition, they are
contributing to the cultural and politica
infrastructure in our political system The
culture -- the nusic, the art, the art
galleries -- so nuch is happening. And in
fact, the Tai pei Econom c and Cultural Ofice
recently opened a district office for
t hensel ves in Fl ushi ng.

So | congratul ate Arbassador Andrew
Kao, his director of the Tai pei Econom c and
Cultural Ofice, David Chien, and wel cone them
once again to Al bany.

And | et ne add one other point.
Senat or Di az spoke about the educati ona
system And | was very proud to visit one of
their universities in Kaohsiung, in the
sout hern part of Taiwan. They have a system

of public higher education in their nation,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2967

but they have sister relationships and
prograns throughout the world. And |I'mvery
proud that sonme of these prograns do exist in
the State of New York.

So I wel cone them once again, ny
friends from Tai wan, and wi sh them a very
congratul atory year as we cel ebrate the
hundr edt h anni versary of the founding of the
republic of China. Zhe-zhay [ph].

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator.

This resol ution was previously
adopted by the Senate on February 15th.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

At this tinme could I ask ny
col | eagues if we coul d have unani nbus consent
to have Anbassador J.C. Kao address the body.

M. President, unani nous consent?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: W t hout
obj ecti on.

Anbassador .

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you.

Anbassador Kao, would you at this
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time address the Senate?

ANVBASSADOR KAO M. President
and all the honorable Senators of the great
State of New York, it is ny great honor to
accept this resolution which synbolize the
cl ose-bound and al so the cordial relations
between the two sister states New York and
Tai wan.

So on behal f of the government and
al so the people of Taiwan, | accept this
resolution with great honor and pride and deep
appreci ati on.

It is nmy firmbelief that with our
joint efforts of both sides that we can
further enhance the already close relations in
the future.

Thank you so rmnuch.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
LaVal | e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: M. President,

can we go back to reports of standing
conmi ttees.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA:

Returning to reports of standing conmttees.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, fromthe Commttee on Finance,
reports the foll owi ng nom nation

As Conmi ssioner of the Ofice of
General Services, RoAnn M Destito, of Rone.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you
for that round of applause. |'ve never gotten
one before when |'ve noved a nom nation, and
it"'s really very nice of all of you

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | proudly
stand to nove the nominati on of RoAnn Destito,
who has been noni nated by the Governor as
commi ssi oner of the New York State O fice of
General Services.

This is again an outstanding
appoi ntnent by the Governor. Her experience
in the Assenbly is second to none. She was
chair of the Governnmental Operations
Committee, which gave her insight that will be

extrenely inportant for her in carrying out
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her duties.

Another thing that's inportant to
me is that she's a Central New Yorker, and the
Governor recognizes that this part of the
state does exist, with good strong people to
do good things for the State of New York.

But the one thing | want to
nmention, and then I'll let others speak on her
behal f, is not only her outstanding work in
the Assenbly but her character and her
persistence in everything that she did while
in the Assenbly.

And | ately both of our bodies, both
the Assenbly and the Senate, have been
tarni shed by a few scandals. And all of us,

i ncludi ng the Assenbly nmenbers and the nenbers
of the Senate, who try do the right thing are

tarni shed by that and we're painted with that

sane broad brush

Well, it's truly refreshing for the
Governor to pick out one of our finest to show
that the Legislature of the State of New York
does have good people that do good things and
do themin the right way. And that's what
RoAnn Destito synboli zes.
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The affection that she has by her
menbers, the nenbers of the Assenbly, is well
shown by all the Assenbly nenbers who are here
today. There were nore here earlier, but we
had to conduct foreign relations first and
they had to go back and actually have their
own Assenbly session.

So with that said, | amvery proud
and pl eased to nove the nom nation of RoAnn
Destito, and I would call on Senator Giffo to
second the nom nati on.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO. Thank you,

M. President.

I want to wel cone Assenbl ywonan
Destito and her famly and the friends who are
with us today in the East Gallery. Also to
the nenbers of the Assenbly who are with us
t oday.

RoAnn, you may have done anot her
first. You' ve brought the entire Assenbly
into the Senate chanber, and we can have a

j oi nt session.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR GRI FFO | know t he
Speaker was also here a little earlier.

And it is a day of m xed enotion,
because there are many fond nenories froma
| ong and di stingui shed career in serving with
the nenbers of the Assenbly in the
Legi slature, working with all of the Senate
and the governors throughout her tenure.

So it's a day of m xed enotions
renmenberi ng those fond nmenories and having a
great understandi ng and appreciation for that,
but also it's a tine of excitenent and renewal
and opportunity to undertake new chal |l enges
and to enbark upon a new path and to use her
talent and skills to try to bring us in a
direction that we all believe we can achi eve
greatness in the state again.

And that's why I want to thank the
Governor, first and forenost, because the
Governor nmade an excellent choice. He has an
exceptional candidate here. And we need to
gi ve hi mour thanks and appreciation for his
ability to select wsely.

And today, surrounded by the people
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that she is with, her famly and friends |
think speak a | ot about the individual, as
Senat or DeFranci sco said, an individual who
has been wel |l grounded throughout her entire
l'ife, who has a solid foundation on which to
| ean. That is where she | think got this
great skill and interest in public service.

The daughter of a firefighter and a
public health nurse, early on in |life she
under stood the inportance of public service
and had a willingness, an interest and a
desire to serve her community and to serve the
peopl e in her community.

So | think that is sonething that
really was devel oped as a result of a good
famly and a good foundation. And | think we
owe a |lot of appreciation to the people that
surround her today for what they did.

RoAnn has been sonebody who the
hal | mark, in my opinion, of what she has been
all about is her persona -- sonmeone who is
accessi bl e, soneone who i s approachabl e,
someone who has denonstrated conpassion
someone who has reached out continually to

vari ous el enents and segnents of the conmunity
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and who's al ways conducted herself wth
dignity and integrity.

She undert ook her responsibilities
as a coll eague, and many of us are assenbl ed
here today -- and the Speaker is with us
again. Wlcome, M. Speaker. And again, a
testament to RoAnn's | eadership. | know he
doesn't want to | ose her; right, Speaker?

But the fact here is that as a
col | eague of all of ours in governnent, what I
al ways admred -- and | appreciate her
nment or shi p and gui dance, particularly as a new
menber of this Legislature -- is her energy,
her enthusiasm her dedication to ensure that
she stayed focused and wanted to get the job
done. Because she understands the inportance
and the significance of getting results for
the people that we all serve.

She has been a tenaci ous advocat e,
someone who real ly understands and appreci ates
the i mportance of working together regardl ess
of region or political affiliation. So |
think that is something that | |earned and a
| esson that | believe we can all [|earn.

And she was al so very smart. She

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2975

assenbl ed a very talented staff, and they have
served her well -- they are with her, | know,
upstairs in the gallery today. So as a
result, they had a good grasp of the issues,
and they fought hard and they really focused
on the issues that | think were inportant to
all of us as a state: |Inproving our |oca
econony, affordable and quality healthcare,
enhanci ng education, both prinmary, secondary
and hi gher.

These are the areas that RoAnn
really wanted to nmake a difference in, as well
as nmaking state and | ocal governnent nore
accountable. And | think that's where
Governor Cuono really saw sonme talent that he
needed to tap.

So those are things, working with
her, that | really appreciate, particularly
the chal |l enges that we've had to overcone from
our community that we come from some of the
dar kest days with econom c challenges. But it
was a resiliency, it was a determnation, it
was a W llingness to say we can achi eve good
things if we continue to work together. And

she was a real |leader in those efforts, and |
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really respect that and appreciate all of that
hard wor k.

So | think one thing we can all say
about RoAnn -- and we all know this -- that
she's incapabl e of being stonewall ed. So
bewar e, bureaucracy. Because if she goes to
the O fice of General Services, a very
significant departnment, she has pledged -- |
know that she will follow up on this -- a
wi | lingness and a responsiveness to working
with the Legislature and various segnments and
agenci es across the State of New York. So we
| ook forward to that.

In fact, for a long tine you were
used to taking the heat; now we need to turn
to you to provide us sone heat during those
wi nter nonths. So we know -- because OGS has
that responsibility to take care of our
bui | di ngs. Sonebody was going to appl aud
there, | think; that's good.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR GRI FFO So the ot her
thing is ROAnn has been extrenely involved in
the conmunity as an inportant part of the

community, as a person. And for that she has
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been recogni zed and she has achi eved and been
gi ven countl ess awards and citations, not only
in our local community but across the state.
And | think that is a recognition and tribute
to the many things that she has done and the
many things she neans to so many different
people. And I think that's another inportant
thing to note today.

But | think, nost inportantly, is
she takes another effort really as a pioneer,
because she will be the first woman
conmi ssi oner of the Ofice of Genera
Services, the significant departnent that has
all of these responsibilities in state
government. | think that is sonething again
to give kudos to the Governor, because when he
sel ected, he selected well again in another
pi oneering way, that RoAnn Destito will be the
first conm ssioner to take on that
responsibility. | know she will do it with
the same attitude, she will do it with the
same approach and the sanme dignity and
har d- f ought and hardwor ki ng ethic that she
possesses and will bring to the job at OGS.

And | think in the end what | woul d
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say today, because | know a | ot of nenbers
want to say sonmething, is in the end it cones
down to bal ance. And she has been able to
achi eve great balance in her |ife, because she
not only fulfilled the professional demands
and responsibilities of elective office, but
she had to bal ance that with taking care of
her famly and did it in a way which really
exudes cl ass.

And that is something | know that's
so inportant. That's why so many people are
here to support her today. She was a great
daughter, sister, wife and nother. And today
with her is her nom her brother and her son,
as well as many ot her extended nenbers of the
famly and friends who are here today. And I
know today Chris and her dad Maurice are
sm ling.

Congratul ations, and | second the
nom nati on.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Nozzolio on the nom nation.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI G M. President,

on the nom nati on.
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M. President and ny col | eagues,
since the nom nation of RoAnn Destito to head
the Ofice of General Services was nmade
public, | |looked forward to this nonent when
could rise and stand and support this
nom nati on and conpliment Governor Cuonb on
t he wi sdom of his choice.

| stand because | have had the
honor of working with RoAnn in the Assenbly
and in the Senate in a lot of different ways.
And that clearly she was, and is, always
hel pful, always trying to find the sol ution,
al ways | ooking to be supportive of what's
i mportant to upstate New York and particularly
the Central New York region.

| al so have al ways been i npressed
and adm red how RoAnn worked in a bipartisan
fashi on, never giving care to politics or the
political edge, always willing to lend a hand
and to fight for sonething that she believed
in and that nmenbers of the region believed in.

| particularly was honored to serve
with RoAnn on the joint conference conmmttees
in the areas of public protection. | see the

cochair of the public protection comittee,
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the joint budget conference commttee,

Assenbl yman Lentol, is here. And although he
was the chair, along with Senator Vol ker, they
coul d never explain the 911 system and the
conpl exities of the public protection
enmergency services system As a matter of
fact, Senator Volker tried to explain it.
Assenbl ynman Lentol was smart enough just to
say: "RoAnn, would you please explain it for
us?" Because year after year there's no one
who has been able to grasp the conplexities of
that particular project nore than she.

And that this nomnee -- if this
nom nee can understand that system the rest
of the conplexities of state government wl|
be easy for her as she nowis in this new
i mportant position.

| rise not for any reason other
than to thank RoAnn Destito for her service in
such a kind, supportive, nonpartisan fashion
in working for legislative solutions. And
that I only believe that this quality person
will make a quality conmm ssioner, and as such
am proud to stand in support of this wonderful

nom nati on.
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Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Mazi arz on the nom nati on.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

It's great to see so many nenbers
of the Assenbly here. M. Speaker, it's great
to see you here. | said that when you al
| eave, if you want to take Senator G anaris
back with you, and Senator Peralta, feel free.
Feel free. W won't mss them

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: You know,
RoAnn, we've been here for a |lot of years,
many of us have been here for a | ot of years,
and never have we seen this outpouring from
t he ot her house.

And we al ways speak so hi ghly of
all of you over here, by the way.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: W' ve never
seen the Speaker and so many nenbers cone over
here. And it's indicative of the respect and

adm ration and | ove that they have for you,
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RoAnNnN.

When | picked up that newspaper and

| saw that the Governor had nom nated you, |

said to ny wife, | said, "One of the good

peopl e got a great appointnment here."

You will do an excellent job. |

think all 62 nenbers here are going to
up on what a great appointnment this is,

Senator Al esi asked ne to tell you that

speak
RoAnN.
he

needs new paper and a desk and all this other

stuff. But --
(Laughter.)
SENATOR MAZI ARZ: So you'

getting a lot of calls from us.

| be

But congratul ations to you and to

your famly that's here. This is a great

person. W are going to mss her in this

area. But we know she's going to do a

gr eat

job for all the people all over the State of

New Yor K.

Congrat ul ati ons, RoAnn, and
l uck to you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA

Mar cel | i no.

good

Senat or
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SENATOR MARCELLI NO: Thank you
M. President.

RoAnn, you've made history here
today. | don't think any of us have ever
heard Senator Joe Giffo talk as |ong on any
i ssue before the State Senate. So there's got
to be sonet hing going on here.

Now, Senator Mazi arz nmade nention
of the fact that there will be sone requests
fromsonme of the nenbers as to your new
position. | personally have a small Iist.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, But |
woul dn't dream of presum ng upon you to do
that, so I'll wait until about 5 o'clock when
you're in your new offices, and I'll send you
my list of needs for our offices.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, RoAnn
congratul ations. You're a good person. |
know your famly knows that, and | know your
col | eagues who have shown up and are here
today to speak on your behal f.

It was a pl easure working with you

in the Italian-Anerican Legislators group. |
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| ook forward to your continued attendance at
those neetings. W could use the food.

And | appreciate, again, if you
put -- | appreciate your work ethic, because
if you put one-tenth of the effort in this new
job that you did in working for the
Italian-Anerican Legislators and in your
position as an Assenbl ywoman, this place is
goi ng to be spick-and-span and running |ike
Topsy in no tine.

So thank you, God bless you. And

Godspeed.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

A coupl e of my coll eagues on the
ot her side, Senator Maziarz and Senat or
Giffo, keep tal king about the Assenbly
nmenbers being here. 1'd suggest that -- and
Senator Giffo, how nmany of them are together.
And, you know, we neet once a year for
Regents. |'d suggest there's nore conbined

nmenbers here than there ever was for a Regents
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vot e.

And Senat or Mazi arz suggesting that
maybe you woul d be responsi ble for bringing
sone Senators |ike Senator G anaris back to
the Assenbly -- | won't individually point out
on the other side those people who come from
the Assenbly, but there's a few that we'd
consi der sendi ng back as well.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: And 1'd be gl ad
to provide Senator Libous with that |ist
i mredi ately after session.

But the serious matter is that --
and again, to concentrate on the other side,
there's a story that | think shows you what
RoAnn Destito is about.

When | first got to the Senate 15
years ago, | had a |long chat with RoAnn and we
tal ked about sone of the people in this house
and that house. And I'd heard the Senator in
her area was Ray Meier, who | at that tine did
not know. And | asked RoAnn about Ray Meier.
And she proceeded not to say anything about
Denocratic, Republican. She tal ked about Ray

as being a very bright, caring, good on the
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i ssues, does his homework and a wonderfully
nice guy. And that's exactly who Ray Meier
is. And he becane a very good friend of mne.

But it showed the nonpartisan part
of RoAnn Destito. And not to say, rightfully,
that RoAnn can't be partisan, because | admire
that part of her as well.

But nost of all, | admre the
conmbi nation of her attributes -- her decency,
her honesty, her work ethic, her involvenent
in everything. And the discussion has been on
education, it's been on healthcare, it's been
on constituent services, it's been on 9/11.
And all of those are true. And there's
not hi ng that RoAnn Destito can't do.

And this Governor has again
provi ded just a wonderful appointnent, a
wonder f ul appoi ntnent that OGS will -- it wll
be a chall enge, but not a trenendous chall enge
for soneone with the qualities and abilities
of RoAnn Destito.

| wish her every success, and |
know she' || have them and she'll continue to

have nore. Congratul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President. | too want to rise with ny

col | eagues and second this great nom nati on.

And RoAnn, I'ma little nervous
because the Speaker is sitting right here and
I want to make sure | do the right thing. And
he'll let me knowif | do the wong thing, |I'm
sure.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: You know, all of
nmy col | eagues have nentioned your diligence as
an out st andi ng Assenbl yperson, one who serves
the public, one who cares about people. | had
to do sone checking on nmy own.

You know, in 1997 | had the
pl easure of going to Italy with RoOAnn. And we
went to Italy and had a great tinme. And
during the trip we saw sone good things and
ate some good food. And if anyone fromthe
Italian government was here today and | told
themthat the -- as we net with those many
| eaders, if | told themthat Governor Cuono

had appoi nted you, they would say "Mdlto
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bene" -- very good, very good.

And, you know, ny famly is from
the Utica area. And certainly they have said,
over the years, the commtnent that you' ve
made, the work -- and they're all Republicans,
and they like you. And they supported you.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: So it is indeed
a pleasure to have you go into this very
i mportant position. | just want you to know
that | had the MIIlion-Dollar Staircase
cl eaned for your arrival today.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: Il met with
Deputy Conmi ssioner Hill, who probably does
not |ike ne, and we went through the buil ding
a couple of weeks ago. And | said, "You know,
Assenbl ywonman Destito is going to becone the
new conmi ssi oner, we have to nake sure that
this building is in good shape for her."

So I wish you the very best, | ook
forward to working with you in your new role.
The people up in the Utica-Ronme area are going
to m ss you because you're an outstandi ng

representative. And God bless you
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(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Snmi t h.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very

much, M. President. On the nom nation. |
rise to second that nom nation

RoAnn, | just want you to know, ny
office is 808 in the LOB. So when in fact the
time comes and | need a little polish or
anyt hi ng done, just don't forget ne.

But et me also say to the Assenbly
col | eagues that are here, it's really nice to
see you. It really says a lot to see so nmany
of you standing around here. |'m | ooking
at -- now for some reason, all of the I adies
are sitting down against the wall. Does that
nmean that in the Assenbly chivalry is not
dead, M. Speaker? Well, that's an inportant
t hi ng.

And to ny Assenbl yworman, Audrey
Pheffer, and also Mchele Titus, | will have
you know that the Assenbl yperson that | met
after the two of you gave nme ny key to the
bat hroom when | first got el ected was RoAnn,

who was the young | ady who said, "You got
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el ected to the Senate, you look |ike a kid,
but you'll do all right here.” And never did
| realize at that nonent that 1'd end up
rising to be the president of the Senate one
day.

So | want to attribute sone of that
to you, RoAnn, because you told nme, very nuch
so, you should try to aimas high as you want
to.

Let ne say to the Governor, this
was a trenmendous selection. There are certain
things that you do on this floor in the Senate
that makes you feel good. Sonetines it's
tal ki ng about someone that you know who has
done a good deed and you do a resolution for
them sonetinmes it's a bill that you pass that
you wor ked on for years.

Today, being able to stand up and
tal k about RoAnn is a good thing. |It's just a
nice thing. W feel good about it. W can
sl eep good tonight about it know ng that the
Governor has put a comm ssioner in charge of
an agency that is probably one of the nost
chal | engi ng agencies to run fromthe

government al operations side, where she was
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chair. Understand, colleagues, this is a very
difficult operation to nmanage.

So the Governor -- and we all know
how t he Governor deliberates in his selection
of individuals to work in his operation. It
took tinme for the selection. Wile we are
sharing a | ot of pleasantries today, and I
know we' re happy about RoAnn, think about the
caliber of the individual that is being
appoi nted. The Governor is a very discerning
person. He goes through a great deal of
del i beration before he selects the individua
that he places in the authority to run an
operation that requires a trenendous anount of
intellect and skill.

What he has done today is sel ected
skill and intellect first. And so for you,
Mom for all the effort that you' ve put into
rai sing this fabul ous young | ady, I
congratul ate you. Because for all the things
that you told her when she was grow ng up that
she may have di sagreed with you on, she now
recogni zes that you were right.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SM TH: And so,
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M. President, it is with great pleasure that

| stand on this floor of the Senate on this
tenth day of May in 2011, at five mnutes
after 4:00, to be one of the individuals that
will be able to go down in history saying that
| had the opportunity to second the nom nation
of the first woman ever to be appointed by a
Governor who we all recogni ze has used a
trenmendous anount of discernnment when he

sel ects sonebody. It is a trenendous pl easure
for me to stand here and second this

nom nation, M. President.

And to ny col | eagues, you night be
| osing a very tal ented young | ady, but you are
gai ning a conm ssioner that you will have no
worries about when it cones to managi ng the
operations of this great state and the
buil dings in one of the greatest states in
this country.

Congratul ati ons to you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you very

much, M. President.
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| too amvery happy to be able to
stand and second the nom nati on of RoANnn
Destito as comm ssioner of the Ofice of
General Services.

First, | want to al so thank
Governor Cuono for this nom nee. And, you
know, when this session concludes and we | ook
back at the highlights of this |egislative
session, | doubt many reporters will wite
about the nom nees that the Governor has sent
to this Senate for confirmation. But they
shoul d. Because the quality and cali ber of
nom nees that Governor Cuonp has sent to this
State Senate this session has been nothing
| ess than remarkable. And RoAnn Destito
certainly tops that I|ist.

Each nenber of this house and those
menbers of the Assenbly who are here |I'msure
have a story or an experience or sonmething to
reflect on in terns of their working
relationship as a fellow |l egislator with you,
RoAnn, whether that be in your role as chair
of the Assenbly Governnmental Operations
Committee or the whole host of issues that you

have been concerned about. And nost
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particularly, | know how i nportant education
is to you. And every year when we woul d
gather in the Speaker's conference roomwth
superintendents to tal k about support for our
public schools in the Mohawk Val |l ey and

t hroughout Central New York, how critical and
important that is. And we all have those
experiences, and we're thankful for those
experiences in working wth RoAnn.

But | think nore than that, Senator
Giffo and | are two very fortunate Senators,
because only he and I have the good fortune of
sharing constituents with soon-to-be-former
Assenbl ywoman Destito. And as a result,
Senator Giffo and | have the pleasure of
wor ki ng not only here in Al bany but where it's
really inmportant, back home, back in the
district.

And as | have had that opportunity
over the years, RoAnn -- and you know, we all
as elected officials hope that the actions we
take and the words we say and the things we do
engender a respect for each and every one of
us based on the work we do. But | want the

menbers to know here that when you watch RoAnn
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represent her constituents and you see the
ki nd of |ove and affection that her
constituents feel for her, that's sonething
very special. You know, and that's not
sonmething that we all have. It's sonething we
all would hope to have, perhaps, and it's
sormet hing we mght strive to achieve, but that
is an indication to ne of a public servant who
is truly, truly special in the eyes of the
peopl e that she serves.

So, RoAnn, | know that back hone,
you know, your constituents, some might be a
little sad to be losing you in providing
representation for themin the State Assenbly.
But I know and Senator Giffo knows that the
19.5 mllion New Yorkers are the ones who are
gai ning so much as we confirmyou here today
on the floor of this State Senate as

conmi ssi oner of the Ofice of Genera

Servi ces.

Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Sewar d.

SENATOR SEWARD: Thank you,
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M. President.

I"'mdelighted to join ny coll eagues
inrising to support the confirnmati on of RoAnn
Destito as our next conm ssioner of the Ofice
of General Services.

And to our coll eagues fromthe
Assenbly and the nany guests in the gallery, |
just want to say wel cone to RoAnn Destito Day
in the State Senate.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SEWARD: It certainly has
proven to be that, and appropriately so.

You know, follow ng up on Senator
Val esky' s comments, even though | do not
actual ly share constituents with RoAnn,
because part of ny Senate district,
particul arly Herkinmer County, is part of the
Mohawk Valley | have had the good fortune of
bei ng a nmenber of the Mohawk Vall ey del egation
here in Al bany. And RoAnn and | and of course
a nunmber of our coll eagues have served
t oget her, working together in a bipartisan way
on behal f of the people of our region of the
state.

And | have witnessed firsthand how
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hard and tirel essly RoAnn has worked on behal f
of our region, whether it is working to bring
good jobs to the Mohawk Valley, fighting for
our schools and our educational system
fighting for good quality healthcare and
daycare for our region, and of course worKking
to bring transparency and accountability to
government, both the state and | oca

gover nment s.

RoAnn has been a tirel ess and
effective advocate for her constituents in our
region of the state. Wen | think of RoAnn
Destito, | would have to say that she is the
consunmat e public servant. And the people of
the Mohawk Val |l ey have benefited greatly

because of her service over the years in the

Assenbl y.

And now t he peopl e t hroughout the
state will benefit fromher talents and her
energy. She will be a nenber of the

Governor's cabi net and our comm ssioner of the
Ofice of CGeneral Services.

So I'mdelighted, RoAnn, to stand
here to congratul ate Governor Cuonb on an

out standi ng nom nation, to congratul ate you
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personal |y and your nany famly and friends
who are joining you here today. | know that
you are going to be an outstandi ng
commi ssi oner, based on your record, and | w sh

you all the best and Godspeed.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,

M. President.

| too would like to join ny
col | eagues i n supporting your confirnmation,
RoAnnN.

I'"d like to start off by wel com ng
t he Speaker to our chanber. Wlcone to all of
our Assenbly col |l eagues and friends. Wen
wal ked in before, | thought we were going to
be doing a Regents confirmation with all the
Assenbly peopl e here.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELCS: But, RoAnn,
you' ve been an outstanding public official in
the Assenbly -- always greeting people with a
smle, the fact that you work so diligently on

behal f of your constituents. And | know that
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t he Governor has nade a wonderful appointnent.
I know al so you nmust be having sone
m xed enotions here because you see the | ove
and affection that your coll eagues have for
you, certainly in the Assenbly where you' ve
served with themfor so many years. But
renmenber, you have an awful | ot of people in
the State Senate here that al so have a
t remendous anmount of respect for you.
And we know that you're going to be
an out standi ng comm ssi oner and that our work
with you will continue, just inalittle

different vein. So congratulations to you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you

very much, M. President.

| too rise, really out of fear that
if I don't say anything nice about her, she'l
call ne tonorrow and say, "Wat the heck's the
matter with you, you couldn't get up and talk
about ne?"

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO | rise for no
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ot her reason -- | share no constituent
stories, we represent districts on opposite
sides of the state. But | rise because over
my nore than 13 years in the Legislature now,
|"ve got to know a lady who is just terrific.
Has a | ot of class.

She's not shy. She canme to ny
of fice | ast year and said, "Wiy is your door
shut? If you're going to keep it shut, put a
sign on it that says 'Cpen. Please cone in.""
| didn't do it, and one day she canme back and
she yelled at ne, "Were's your sign?' So on
the third day, | had that sign up there.

You know, you've always carried
yourself with such grace and dignity and cl ass
and conpassion. You're very considerate. And
| nmade you cry in the Senate Finance, and I
apol ogi ze for that.

But this is a new chapter in your
life and one that is certainly worthwhile, and
you've earned it. And while you have your
famly and friends here, and so nmany | oved
ones here, and the Speaker in the Senate
chanbers, | know that those that aren't here

are | ooki ng down upon you and they're smling
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because this is a great day for you. And it's
j ust anot her extension of your life.

I wish you the best, and | know
we'll see each other soon. | proudly vote aye

on this nom nation, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise and congratul ate our
Governor on this very inportant appointnment of
RoAnn Destito as the next conm ssioner of
O fice of General Services.

I'"ve had the privilege of serving
with RoOAnn in the Assenbly for 10 years. And
when you serve in a legislative body, and
especially when you're new to that |egislative
body, you sort of, you know, | ook to other
menbers. And you sort of learn sonme of the
good things that they do. And certainly RoAnn
was that person -- her intelligence, her work
ethic, and nost inportantly, | think, her
dedication to the residents of her district

and to the residents of the State of New York.
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She was soneone who cared deeply
about public service and fought hard for the
peopl e that she served. | renenber when
Giffiss Air Force Base closed in her
district, it was the federal government that
did this. A nmenber of Congress shoul d have
stood up and, you know, fought it or tried to
get something there in its place, but not
RoAnn. RoAnn stood up, took it upon herself,
shoul dered the burden.

| renmenber traveling to Israel with
Speaker Silver and RoAnn where she actually
si ngl e- handedl y managed to get an |srael
hel i copter conpany to |ocate at Giffiss Air
Force Base, thus not only saving jobs but
creating jobs.

These are the types of things that
unfortunately nost elected officials don't do.
They take their job not as personal,
sonetimes, as RoAnn did. But RoAnn, 1 think,
when she saw that air force base cl ose, she
felt very personal about it. She knew the
peopl e that worked there. She knew it neant
jobs to her community. And she knew she had

to do sonething for the conmunity that she
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| oved.

And | know she's going to take her
intelligence, her work ethic, and | think her
zest for public service and make an
out st andi ng conmi ssi oner.

It's nmy pleasure, M. President, to

second this nom nati on.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR d ANARI S: Thank you.

M. President, |I'mvery proud to be
a menber of the State Senate. | enjoy greatly
serving with nmy colleagues. | can tell from

listening to Senator Maziarz earlier that they
enjoy serving with me as well.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: But the fact
is that my arrival here was bittersweet for ne
because | was leaving a lot of friends behind
in the Assenbly. So it's so good to see so
many of them here joining us today.

And what's nmaki ng the nove just a
little bit easier for ne is that one of the

peopl e who | mssed the nost in the Assenbly
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will no | onger be serving there, because we're
confirm ng her today to be the comm ssioner of
the O fice of General Services.

RoAnn Destito, for many of us, was
a role nodel in the Assenbly. W deal with a
lot of difficult and controversial decisions
in the Legislature, as everybody here knows.
And one of the things that always swayed ne on
t hose nonents was asking myself the question
or asking RoAnn the question what is she doing
on this issue. She is a person who is a
baroneter, and has been, of doing the right
t hi ng.

And, for me, soneone with such
integrity, with such intelligence to be
serving in this role could not be a nore
perfect pick for this adm nistration. The
Legislature's loss in this case will be the
Governor's gain. But I know we all | ook
forward to working with her in a new capacity
and hel ping her be every bit of the success
that we know she will becone.

So congratul ati ons to RoAnn
Destito, and | urge everyone to vote in favor

of the confirmation.
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(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank

you, Senator.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

I, like many in this chanber, did
not serve with RoAnn Destito in the Assenbly.
But | can tell you that in the wonen's caucus
and on the issues of MABE, we could not have
done without her.

She's a contradiction in terns.
There's a cal mess, but there's such a
strength behind the way she deliberates. And
when it got real hot and furious in the
wonen's caucus at tinmes, she'd say, "Wll, why
don't we take a look at this." And it was the
cal mess that she brought to situations.

And believe nme, in state government
we need that kind of cal nmess. W need
sormebody who is going to | ook at the big
picture and to ensure that we don't becone
parochial in the way that we run OGS. And I
can depend upon her to know that.

I"'mgoing to nmiss her as sonebody
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who |'ve cone to respect and admire in this
position. But I'malso glad that she's only a
phone-cal | -extension away in ternms of stil
being there for us. | think that we all know
she will always be there when we need her to
be. She's changed capacities, which is
wonderful for her and certainly is going to be
wonderful for the State of New York.

We're going to miss you greatly.
Congratul ations to you personally. Thank you.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Peralta.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to al so cormmend the
Governor for a great choice in RoAnn Destito.
It is truly evident to see that RoAnn Destito
is a great choice because you have so nany
Senators from both sides of the aisle stand up
and prai se RoAnn Destito.

RoAnn Destito represented her
constituents of the 116th Assenbly District

with dignity, respect and professionalism
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And | know she is going to bring the sane type
of passion, the sane type of integrity, the
same type of sincerity and warnth that she
brought to her district to OGS

RoAnn Destito epitom zes work
ethic, conm tnent, dedication. And she
under st ands, she has a true understandi ng of
the State Legi sl ature.

She is so popul ar, at one point she
was so popul ar that when there was a vacancy
for the Secretary of State and they were
| ooking for a Latino, we reconmended that she
change her name to RoAnn Destito Sanchez.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PERALTA: That didn't
quite work out. But the Governor actually, |
t hi nk, got the nessage and he nom nated her
for conm ssioner of OGS.

RoAnn is | oved, as you can see, by
so many of the Assenbly nenbers that are here
today that cone here to pay her tribute. But
she's also going to be nmssed. And | know
that she's going to be hearing from many of
her col |l eagues in the Assenbly as well from

many of us in the Senate. And there's already
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a list that's grow ng.

But | want to congratul ate the
Governor. | want to congratul ate RoAnn
Destito for accepting this comm ssionership,
because | know you're going to do a great job,
RoAnn. Thank you so much for all you' ve done
for all of us. And | know you're going to do
a great job as commi ssioner of OGS

| second the nom nation,

M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you
M. President. It was a long wait, but |I'm
gl ad.

You know, Ro, your nother's sitting
there. Joe and | were tal king, and Tomy,
about our trip to Italy. And when the Pope
said to you -- the Pope | ooked at you and your
not her and he said, "Where are you fron?" And
Ro was a typical New Yorker: "I'mfrom Rone."
He said, "You didn't have far to cone, did

you?"
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: You know, | go
back, bills that we've worked on, things that
we' ve done in your area, in mne. M proudest
noment was the fact that whether it was
sonmebody in U ster, sonmebody in Orange that
had an i ssue that you could hel p address, you
did it whol eheartedly. You gave it every bit
of your know edge, your honesty, and your
integrity.

I just want to tell you sonething.
A few days after she got appointed, you know,
a smart Irish Catholic, | call her up and say,
"I have a constituent that he has a probl em
and an idea." And she said, "Were are you?"
And | told her. She said, "Wuld you believe
" mon the Canadi an border?" | said, "Wuld
you take this nmessage?" She said, "No, give
me his nunber and I'Il call him™"

Two hours later he called nme back
and he said, "I just net on the phone one of
the ni cest human beings in public service."
And | said, "I told you."

She followed up it with Steve and

everything el se. W have a constituent that
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was ready to go to Connecticut, and because of
you he's going to stay here. But that's a
mark of all your service. You always put
those that need assistance before yourself.

But I just want to tell you that if
you think you' re going far away, you're not.
We all know John Egan's ol d nunber, and we
were told it's yours now. So we will get to
you.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: I wish you the
best. 1've seen sone nom nations conme here in
the 31 years that |'ve been here. But this is
a nomnation that |I'mvery proud of.

But | have to tell you sonme bad
news. | talked to your nother before, and she
said, "I told her "You're still going to have
to take out the garbage and nake the beds.'"

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Good night, and
God bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
FI anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
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M. President.

RoAnn, everybody keeps tal king
about how great the Governor is doing. |
think he's probably in his office saying
"Thank God she said yes." For starters.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: But | |istened
to all the comments, and | want to echo sone
of them

One, | think you are an intensely
| oyal Denocrat but an extraordinarily
bi parti san | egislator. And you can be both,
and | think the Speaker could attest to that.
Your | ongevity and your service to your
conference is sonething that shouldn't be
over | ooked.

And | think that, to echo what a
nunber of people said, in my opinion you
enbody all the qualities that we should | ook
for and hope for in our public servants, not
only in the short termbut in the long term
And sinply put, you represent all the positive
facets of what it nmeans to be a lady, in every
sense and respect of the word.

But | want to take a slightly
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different tack. A lot of people are talking
about your | egislative acconplishnments. And
sonmetines we don't realize how we can | earn
from people, and sonetines people don't
realize how we learn fromthem And |I'm going
to tell you why |I've admred you and why |
think you will continue to do an outstandi ng
job as a public servant. Because you're rea
people. There's no airs, you don't put
anything on out there. Wat you see is what
you get and who you see is who you get.

And | feel |ike you have been a
very strong exanple, and | hope your son could
attest to this, about Iife and bal ance. Being
a not her and being involved in politics and

havi ng your children grow up and watch your

political career -- because |'ve had the sane
thing -- | still think in nmany respects it's
nore chal l enging for a nmother to fill that

rol e.

And from a personal standpoint, a
pr of essi onal standpoi nt, you've hel ped ne keep
bal ance in ny owmn |ife and you never even knew
it. And I think that you do that for many

people in ways that they don't even
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under st and.

So I only wish you the best. And
your ascension is good for you; nore
importantly -- and equally as inportant, |
should say -- it's very good for the peopl e of

the State of New York. Congratul ations.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thank you

M. President.

| too want to stand and
congratul ate Governor Cuonb on this noni nation
and congratul ate Assenbl ywonan RoAnn Destito.

A |l ot has been said about her by
peopl e who served with her in her area, in her
part of the state, about how she has been a
wonder ful representative in providing
constituent services. W've heard how she's
been critically inmportant in identifying waste
and transparency in government. And | nyself
had the opportunity to work with her on an
i ssue she was in the forefront on, which was
identifying savings on IT insourcing, and as a

result of it the State of New York is saving
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noney as we speak and creating a career path
for hundreds of people right now | know
she's going to take that type of comm tnent
into the Ofice of General Services.

But I'malso alittle bittersweet
about | o0sing RoAnn -- not just because she
wor ked very closely with me when | took over
the conference of Italian-American
Legislators -- and we are so happy that you're
going to stay involved. Your comrtnent to
the Italian-Anerican community i s noteworthy,
and we would be | ost without you -- but also
because we're going to lose a femal e nmenber of
the Legislature. W don't have enough of
t hem

And she's been a role nodel for so
many of us of what a |egislator should be.
And | know |"mgoing to mss her, and | know
many of the other wonen in the Assenbly who
are sitting over there patiently waiting for
this nmoment are going to mss her, because she
is the epitome of an elected official.

And nost inportantly -- | think
Billy Larkin and John Fl anagan said it best --

she's one of the nicest people in this
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bui l di ng, and she's a real person. And that
can't be said for a |lot of us.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SAVI NO So
congratul ati ons, RoAnn, congratulations to
your famly, and congratul ations to the
Gover nor .

(Laught er; appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

| too rise to give ny sincere
congratul ations to RoAnn Destito. And
wel come t he Speaker and ny forner coll eagues
fromthe New York State Assenbly.

| had the great privilege of
serving in the Assenbly for six and a half
years, and | think of all of my coll eagues
there with great affection. But there are
peopl e who really stand out. And RoAnn,
you' re one of those people who really stands
out. Because of your hard work ethic, because
you were so willing to listen to others,

because you have a passion for public service.
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And when you think about 19 years
of service and all of the lives that you've
touched during that tine. And you know you
wor ked on the macro issues, the state budget,
solving issues with the budget, solving issues
| egi sl atively.

But | think that as you | ook back
on your public service you'll also remenber
all of the individuals in your district who
you have hel ped -- the children, the seniors,
t he people who needed a job, the fam |ies who
needed sonething fromthe state. And | know
you were so diligent, you have been so
di i gent about neeting those needs. And you
have so many special nmenories fromthat.

So as you | ook back at your career,
I think you should think about those people
but al so think about those people fromthe
st andpoi nt that as you have hel ped them they
have gone out and hel ped others and touched
others' lives, so it's grown exponentially as
t hey' ve gone forward.

And that's really the | egacy of
your work in the State Assenbly, because it's

like ripples on a pond. You've touched their
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lives, and they've gone out and touched
others. And you have so nuch to be proud of
because of that fact.

So | want to congratul ate you.
al so want to ask you a special favor. As you
know, we were out on the staircase and Audrey
also is leaving, so the Legislative Wnen's
Caucus was taking a picture together as a
commenoration of this day. And if you serve
in the Assenbly, you'll know what |'mtalking
about. But if you serve in the Assenbly you
have a special place in your heart for Wayne
Jackson, the Sergeant-at-Arns. And | can tel
that Wayne is very, very sad at | osing.

So the special favor that | would
ask is that every once in a while you pick up
t he phone and gi ve Wayne a call to see how
he's doi ng, because | know it would really
make hi s day.

So again, congratul ations. Best
wi shes. | so look forward to working with you
in a new capacity. | know you're going to be
excel l ent at what you do, just |ike you' ve
been in the past. So again.

And thank you, M. President.
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(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or

Li z Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Wel |, Conm ssioner, pretty much
everyt hing has been said. So | want to say
wow, you have a lot of friends. | want to
congratul ate Governor Cuonb on the excell ent
nom nation, but | want to mention it | ooks
i ke you m ght be nore popular. So maybe
you'l | think of other career paths also.

You are a great public servant. W
are proud of you as wonen, as |egislators.
And we | ook forward to seeing you as going
down in history as a great conm ssioner.
Congrat ul ati ons.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Any
ot her Senator wishing to be heard? |If there
is any that hasn't been heard yet.

Thank you. Congratul ati ons, RoAnn.
It's a pleasure to be presiding today over
your nomnation. And it was a pleasure and an

honor serving with you in the Assenbly for the
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years that | was there.

And | wel cone, again, all ny
Assenbly col | eagues here, Speaker Silver to
the chanber today to participate in this.
Wiile | haven't been here very long, this is
t he nost speakers that |'ve seen so far for
any nom nation here in the year that |'ve been
here. And it kind of feels the way that it
does when Tom Di Napoli shows up in the
Assenbly with the cheering section that he
has.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: So ny
congratul ations to you, ROAnn.

Wthout any further Senators
wi shing to be heard, the question is on the
nom nati on of RoAnn Destito as conm ssioner of
the New York State O fice of Ceneral Services.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: RoAnn

Destito is hereby confirnmed as comm ssi oner of
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the New York State O fice of Ceneral Services.

Congrat ul ati ons.

(Cheers; extended standi ng
ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: | woul d
like to just take a nonent to recogni ze sone
of the famly that RoAnn has with her today.

Her not her, Rose Maggi ol i no.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Her
son, Christopher Destito.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: RoANnn' s
brother and sister-in-law, Maurice and Janet
Maggi ol i no.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Her
aunt and uncle Bernard and Antoinette Turi.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Her
aunt Victoria Bal zano.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Her
cousi n the Honorable Supreme Court Judge

Ber nadette C ark and her husband Tom d ar k.
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(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cousi n

Mary Rose and Dan Behan.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: And
cousi n Joseph "Bud" Ggliotti.

Wel conme to all of you being here

t oday.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

M. President, that was not bad for
an Irish kid, pronouncing all those nanes.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Tr ust
me, you put the wong guy up here today for
t hat .

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
why don't we just take a noment and pause
whil e the Assenbly nenbers go back to the
Assenbly. | don't want anybody to nove. And
then we're going to go to notions and

resol uti ons.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Li bous [gaveling].

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President. Can we return to notions and
resol uti ons, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Returning to the order of notions and
resol utions.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

At this tinme can we adopt the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol uti on Nunbers 1678, 1716, 1726, and 1736.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of resolutions 1678, 1716,
1726 and 1736 signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopted.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
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Senator Peralta has a resolution before the
body. Could we have its title read and then

call on Senator Peralta, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

Resol ution Nunber 1726, by Senator Peralta,
wel com ng the students and faculty of the
Lexi ngton School for the Deaf/Center for the

Deaf as they visit Al bany, New York, on

May 10, 2011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Peralta.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,

M. President.
| want to congratul ate the
Lexi ngt on School for the Deaf/Center for the
Deaf, and I want to wel come them here today.
The School for the Deaf is a
New York institution that has been serving the
deaf and hard of hearing conmunities in
New York for nearly 150 years. Its specia
enphases are in hel ping the deaf and hard of
hearing to realize their full potential in

both the deaf and hard of hearing worlds,
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ensuring nmastery of expressive and receptive
comuni cation skills, designing, constructing
and using evol vi ng comruni cati on t echnol ogi es,
bei ng a | eadi ng advocate for the deaf and hard
of hearing comunities.

The needs of Lexington's students
and clients increasingly reflect the
chal | enges posed by society, with nmany living
in poverty and facing significant obstacles to
accessi ng heal thcare and obt ai ni ng decent
enpl oynment. Many are recent immgrants for
whom t he conpl ex adjustnment to life in the
United States is made nore difficult because
of deaf ness.

Since its founding as a school,

Lexi ngton has evolved to offer vital services
in a wide range of inportant areas. They have
a Lexington Center for Mental Health Services,
t he Lexi ngton Vocational Services Center.

They have three Lexington early-intervention
prograns. They al so have a Lexington |icensed
chil dcare and universal pre-K center that

provi des full daycare for children ages

12 nonths through pre-K.  And there's also the
Ral ph and Ri cky Lauren Center for the
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Perform ng Arts.

So for all the wonderful work that
t he school has done and the center has done,
pl ease accept our sincere thanks for an
i nportant and extraordinary job well done that
the center has done throughout its nmany years.

And every year the kids fromthe
center conme to Al bany and they have a very
i nportant basketball ganme. They play agai nst
the nenbers of the Assenbly and the nenbers of
the Senate. This year | won't be playing, but
I just would ask of them pl ease go easy on our
menbers.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PERALTA: Because every
year it seens, since |I'mno |onger playing --
I haven't played for the last three or four
years. But every year since then, you have
really, really beat us. So please go easy on
our menbers toni ght and enjoy the gane.

M. President, | would like to
wel cone the School for the Deaf/Center for the
Deaf here today in the Senate chanbers.

(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
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you, Senator Peralta.

Senat or Adans.

SENATOR ADAMS: | just want to
join ny coll eague Senator Peralta and thank
him And | also want to thank this body that
we reinstated funding to many of these
schools, St. Francis School in my district.

And all these young people ask is
for an opportunity. And | think it's
i nportant that we give themthe opportunity.
Even with the physical inpedinents that they
have to overcone, they do not sit back and
| ook for soneone to give thema handout. They
just want the opportunity to receive the sane
| evel of quality education that all of our
children would |ike to have.

And | think that when Senator
Peralta invites the school up, it gives us an
opportunity to interact with these young
peopl e, so they cannot be | eaders of tonorrow
but they can be | eaders of today to ensure
that we live in a society that is tolerant of
all individuals regardl ess of whatever
obst acl es they physically must overcone, that

t hey shoul d have the opportunities to thrive
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and to achi eve whatever |evels they desire.
So | thank you, Senator Peralta.

And | hope that we all understand
that children who are in the sanme |evel of
educati onal chall enges as these young peopl e
shoul d be given those opportunities as those
schools in ny district and I'mpretty sure
other districts throughout the State of
New Yor K.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.
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Senator Little has a resol ution
that was previously adopted. It's Nunber
1539. Could we have the title read and then

pl ease call on Senator Little at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

Resol ution Nunber 1539, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuono to proclaimMy 9-15, 2011, as
Fi bronyal gi a Awareness Wek in the State of
New Yor K.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,

M. President.

And thank you to ny col |l eagues as
you join nme and the Governor as we proclaim
March 9th to 15th as Fi bronyal gi a Awar eness
Week.

An estimated 10 mllion people in
the United States and mllions of people
wor | dwi de have been affected by fibronyal gia,
which is an illness that causes debilitating
fatigue and chronic pain in wonen, nen and

children of all ethnicities.
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Fi bronyalgia is also a disease that
frequently takes up to five years to get a
good di agnosi s and a good handl e on what you
actually have. It is also a disease for which
there is no known cure, so people with
fibronmyal gia have to learn to live with it.

This resol ution and our purpose
here today is to increase awareness and to
expand know edge of the realities of life with
fibromyal gia, which will allow the community
at large to better support people who struggle
with this disease and the challenges that this
chronic pain disorder affects.

The Nati onal Fibronyal gi a
Associ ation has joined together with the
International Institute for Human Enpower nent,
which is based in New York State, to pronote
awar eness and support of fibronyalgia and to
i ncl ude i nproved education, diagnosis,
research and treatnent.

And in our own area, the
Neur osci ences Departnent of Al bany Medica
Center conducts nedical research and provides
conti nui ng nmedi cal education for physicians

and ot her heal thcare providers, patients and
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caregivers in fibronyal gia.

W are joined today by severa
doctors and staff nenbers from Al bany Medi ca
Center, the Departnent of Neurosciences:
Doctors Charles Argoff, Janes Wner, Frank
Ri ce, Phil Al brecht, Margaret Czerw nski, the
nurse research coordi nator, Katy Reagan,
of fi ce manager, and Jennifer Price, director
of continuing nedi cal education.

And fromthe Internationa
Institute for Human Enpowernment, which is
based in Al bany: Sue Shipe, executive
di rector; Jonat han Cooper, nedical advisor to
the institute; and Ira Mendleson I1l, who is
the Social Security disability attorney.

It is our hope today that this
resolution will increase awareness and thereby
hel p peopl e support and recogni ze those who
have been afflicted by fibromyalgia, to try to
make their |ives nore confortable and
certainly to inprove on the research and
education that is needed for this disease.

Thank you very nmuch for joining ne.

(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thi s
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resol uti on was previously adopted by the
Senate on May 3rd.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you,
M. President.

There is a resolution at the desk,
Nunber 1678, by Senator MDonald. My we
pl ease have the title read and nove for its

i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

Resol ution Nunber 1678, honoring The Garafal o
Fam |y upon the occasion of being selected as
the 2011 March of Dines-Northeastern New YorKk
Di vi si on Anbassador Fam |y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
McDonal d on the resol ution.

SENATOR McDONALD: Thank you,

M. President.

We have an amazi ng story here today
about the March of Dines and a mracle. W're
honoring a famly fromny comunity, Saratoga
Springs: Elizabeth and Greg Garafal o, as the

Nort heast March of Dines fam |y anbassador.
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In 2005, they had sonething
terrible and uni que happen to them They had
a prenmature baby that wei ghed one pound and
two ounces. They turned for help, and the
March of Dinmes was there.

And they're here today, after
several operations and several traumatic
points in their life, to say that things do
work out, there is hope. There are
or gani zati ons out there who care, and
sonmetinmes they go that extra mle when they're
supported, when they're funded. And the March
of Dines did that for nmy family in Saratoga
County.

This famly stood tall, and they
want to share that with everybody. And the
Nort heast March of Dinmes Division nmade them a
fam |y anbassador. Think about it: 1 pound,
2 ounces. Many of us are parents and
grandparents, nieces and nephews. The fear,

t he sadness.

Wth us today fromthe March of
Dines: Tony Vecchiotti, who is the chairman
of the March of Dines Public Affairs
Commi ttee; Frank DeMeo, New York State

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

3033

director of the March of Dines; Aisha Tator,
state director for the March of Dinmes Public
Affairs; and | ast but not |east, Elizabeth and
Greg Garafalo. God bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR McDONALD: Mracles do
happen, sir. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator. The question is on the
resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

May we pl ease take up Resol ution
Nunber 1736, by Senator Fuschillo. My we
pl ease have the title read and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution Nunber 1736, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuono to proclaimMy of 2011 as
Ski n Cancer Detection and Prevention Mnth in
the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG M. President,
wanted to | et you know that Senator Fuschillo
has asked that if anyone would |like to be a
cosponsor, we'll put themon. Basically what
we'll do is if anybody doesn't want to be a
cosponsor, just |let the desk know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Thank
you, Senator Young.

Senat or Young.
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SENATOR YOUNG M. President, on
page nunber 24 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 396, Senate
Print Nunmber 2399A, and ask that the bill
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

On page nunber 32 | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 477,
Senate Print Nunber 3996, and ask that the
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

On page nunber 16 | offer the

foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 260,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

3036

Senate Print Nunber 4054, and ask that said
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

| nmove to commit Senate Print
Nunber 4268, Cal endar Nunmber 512 on order of
third reading, to the Conmttee on Fi nance.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: So
or der ed.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

I nove that the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective commttee and
be recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Nunber 5011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: So
or der ed.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

I nove that the following bill be
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di scharged fromits respective commttee and
be recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause. And that's Senate Nunber
4853.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: So
or der ed.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President. W're getting toward the end
her e.

On page nunber 30 | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 450,
Senate Print Nunber 592, and ask that said
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill will retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

At this time may we pl ease take up

t he noncontroversial reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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264, by Senator Alesi, Senate Print 3736A, an

act to anmend the Econom c Devel opnent Law.

SENATOR YOUNG Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

353, by Senator Flanagan, Senate Print 4396,
an act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90t h day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60. Nays,

1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

432, by Senator Young, Senate Print 2775, an
act to anend the Environnental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
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the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

433, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 3244, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays,
3. Senators Duane, Parker and PerKkins
recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The

bill is passed.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

3040

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
434, substituted earlier today by Menber of
the Assenbly Sweeney, Assenbly Print 5971, an
act to anmend Chapter 690 of the Laws of 1988.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect upon the enactnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

436, by Senator Grisanti, Senate Print 4323,
an act to amend the Environnental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60. Nays,

1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

440, by Senator Ritchie, Senate Print 4415, an
act to anmend the Judiciary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

449, substituted earlier today by Menber of
the Assenbly Bronson, Assenbly Print 6152, an
act to anmend Chapter 219 of the Laws of 2002.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

451, by Senator Diaz, Senate Print 1313A, an
act to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the first of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Di az.
SENATOR DI AZ: Yes,
M. President. | just would like to express

nmy appreciation to Senator Skelos and to this
chanber .
On January 2nd there was an article

in the New York Times about the condition of
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prostitution near a school. The article said:
“At all hours of the day, prostitutes roamthe
streets around the school waiting for cars
entering and | eaving the Cross-Bronx
Expressway. They bend over car w ndows and
clinb inside in plain view of students wal ki ng
to and fromthe school

"The prostitutes al so have sex
inside a tent on top of a boulder directly
bel ow t he school. Students, from
preki ndergarten to fifth graders, can see
mattresses, cushions and sheets strewn about
the rock. Custodians often have to sweep
condons and hypoderm ¢ needles fromthe schoo
grounds. "

That was January 2nd. On
January 7th, the Daily News al so wote about
t he condition.

When | read about it, | cane to
Senator Skelos and I met with himand | asked
himfor his help in noving this bill. And
today I'mproud that this bill is being made a
reality, and | express ny appreciation to all
of you.

And | hope that the other chanber,
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the Assenbly -- and the one that carries the
bill in the Assenbly is Assenbl yman M chae
Crespo -- and that the Speaker and the other
house nove this bill and that the CGovernor
signs it. Because this is a serious
condi tion.

And | thank all of you and
especially Senator Skelos for his help in

nmoving this bill.

Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Senat or
Diaz will be recorded in the affirmti ve.

Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays,

2. Senators Duane and Parker recorded in the

negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

453, by Senator Col den, Senate Print 3401, an
act to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

455, substituted earlier today by Menber of
the Assenbly Magee, Assenbly Print 5719, an
act to anmend Chapter 335 of the Laws of 2005.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

456, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 3803, an
act to anmend the Education Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read

the | ast section.
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SENATOR YOUNG Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

514, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 698, an
act to anend the Hi ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60. Nays,

1. Senator Perkins recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

517, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 4659, an
act to anmend Chapter 468 of the Laws of 2006.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

521, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 1457, an

act to anmend the Public Health Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3.
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA

the roll.

Read

Thi s

Cal |

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

Nays,

5. Senators Farley, Giffo, Little, Mziarz

and Ritchie recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
535, by Senator Flanagan, Senate Print 4393,
an act to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays,
2. Senators Duane and Montgonery recorded in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Young, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

Is there any other business at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: There
I S none.

SENATOR YOUNG M. President,
there being no further business to cone before
the Senate, | nove we adjourn until Wdnesday,
May 11th, at 11:00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT O MARA: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

3049

Wednesday, May 11th, at 11:00 a. m
(Wher eupon, at 5:04 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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