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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Senate will conme to order.

Wul d you all please rise and
repeat with me the Pl edge of All egiance to our
Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
i nvocation today will be given by the Reverend
Peter G Young, of the Mdther Teresa Conmunity
Church in Al bany.

REVEREND YOUNG Thank you
Senator. Let us pray.

Today we cel ebrate the 150th
anni versary of the beginning of the Gvil War.
In those battlefields, nore than 2 percent of
the entire popul ation of our country at that
time died on the kind of field that tried to
offer themcare for their debilitati ng wounds.

The nmedi cal care of that tine now
can be conpared to the agenda today when we
consider the bill for organ transplant. My
we again pray for the good work here of those

that are progressing in nedical care.
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And, CGod, grant by Your |ove that
You made a world where we have becone
nei ghbors to each other, therefore concerned
about each other's health. Send down Your
bl essing on the Senators who generously devote
t hensel ves to hel ping our New York State
citizens.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO May
we have the reading of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Tuesday, April 12th, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnment. The Journal of Monday,
April 11th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

W have the presentation of
petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
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state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you
very --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Hol d on one second, Senator.

If we could have sone order in the
chanber, please. Take your conversations out
of the roomso we can get the business done.

Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

May we pl ease adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the exception of Resol utions
Nunber 1375 and 1376, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO All
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of 1375 and 1376, signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NG The
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Resol ution Cal endar is accept ed.

Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: May we pl ease
take up Resol ution Nunmber 1375, by Senat or
Ranzenhof er.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will read the title.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution 1375, by Senators Ranzenhofer and
Grisanti, nourning the untinely death of
Staff Sergeant M chael Lammerts, of Tonawanda,
New York, and paying tribute to his courageous
actions as a nmenber of the United States Arny.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Senat or Ranzenhof er.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you
M. President.

| rise today as we nourn the
untinmely and very sad death of Staff Sergeant
M chael Lammerts, of Tonawanda, who died as a
menber of the United States Arny in
Af ghani st an several days ago, nine days ago.

It's very sad when you have to rise
in this chanber and really honor the bravery

and the courage of young nen and women who are
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killed in action, and that is exactly what

M chael Lammerts was doi ng as he was serving
his country. This was his third tour of duty.
He had served two previous tours in lragq. And
he | eaves behind a wife and two young
chi I dren.

And, you know, but for his actions
and others like his, we would not enjoy the
freedons that we enjoy today, whether it's
expressing our rights of denbcracy in this
chanber or just living our everyday |ives.

So again, | know that there are
some ot her speakers, but at the end I'd Iike
to pause and have a nonent of silence for him
after the other speakers have spoken.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senator Gisanti.

SENATOR GRI SANTI : Thank you,

M. President.

It is a sad day today. And it puts
things in perspective and in reality. | nean,
what can you say about an individual that has
given his life for our country? You know,

words are never enough. M heart goes out to
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his wife, Mssy, his children Savannah and
M chael Jr., and to all his famly and
friends.

For Staff Sergeant M chae
Lanmerts, may God bl ess you and your | oved
ones and all those that have gone before you,
and those brave nmen and wonen that are stil
serving.

We must never forget the sacrifices
that our brave men and wonen of all branches
of service nmake each day to ensure that we
have the freedons that we enjoy not only in
t his chanber but across our nation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

| am hunbled to stand here today in
menory of Arny Staff Sergeant M chael
Lanmerts, killed in action in Afghanistan,
| eavi ng behind his wife, Mssy, their
t hree-year-ol d daughter Savannah, and a

one-year-old son Mchael Jr. It was a tragic
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death fighting on behalf of this country in
his third tour of duty, two of which were
served overseas in Irag.

And | woul d agai n, as Senat or
Ranzenhofer and Senator Giisanti, call for a
nmonent of silence in honor of Arny Sergeant
M chael Lammerts.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President. | too want to rise.

M ke Lamrerts grew up and lives in
the city of Tonawanda, a nei ghbor to the city
of North Tonawanda where | was born and
raised. |It's probably the saddest of
occasi ons that we have here in the State
Senate, and all too often when we have to
honor the service and ultimate sacrifice by
t hose young nmen and wonen who are out fighting
the war on terror.

| very much appreciate this
resolution. I'msure that his famly wl|l
too. And | join ny colleagues in offering an

expression of synpathy and gratitude to his
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wife, to his children, to his famly.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Thank you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators
wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng none, the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
resol ution is adopt ed.

If we would all rise for a nonent
of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Senat ors Ranzenhofer and Gisanti would |ike
to open this resolution for cosponsorship.
Anyone not wi shing to be a sponsor please
notify the desk.

Senat or Mazi ar z.
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SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

There's a resolution at the desk
from Senator Klein, Nunber 1376. May we
pl ease have the title read and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution Nunber 1376, by Senator Klein,
commenorating the 120th Anniversary of the
New Yor k Bot ani cal Garden

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
resol ution is adopt ed.

And at the request of the sponsor,
the resolution is open for cosponsorship.
Agai n, anyone not wi shing to be a sponsor

pl ease notify the desk and your wish will be
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accommodat ed.

Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

May we pl ease have the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
318, by Senator Carlucci, Senate Print 3885,
an act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senator Carlucci to explain his vote.

SENATOR CARLUCC : Thank you,
M. President.

First 1 want to thank every nenber

of this Senate,

of this chanber

Leader Senator Skel os, for taking

and Majority

the first
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step in a dramatic increase in |lifesaving
organ donation in New York State

Unfortunately, right nowin
New York State there's over 9,000 people that
are currently waiting for a lifesaving organ
transpl ant .

I had the good fortune of neeting a
young | ady naned Lauren Shields, and her
famly, who's here today in the gallery.
Lauren Shields is the recipient of a
|ive-saving organ transplant. Just a little
over two years ago she received that
| i ve-saving organ transplant and today is a
heal t hy, vi brant young woman.

And she's sonmeone who not only
talks the talk but wal ks the walk. And | net
her when she was advocating for and telling
about her story and her experience about
i fesaving organ transpl ants.

Unfortunately, in New York State we
| ag far behind nost states when it cones to
participation in the Organ Donor Registry.

This legislation today that we're
doi ng, that we're passing here in the Senate,

you're all to be commended for, because we're
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taking a giant leap forward in increasing

i fesaving organ donation by making it a
guestion. Wen people go to the Departnent of
Mot or Vehicl es, they are asked the question
"Whuld you like to be a organ donor, yes or
not at this tinme?"

W found that other states that do
this have a significant increase in the anount
of people who enroll in the Organ Donor
Regi stry.

So with that, I want to thank the
Senate. And | look forward to working with
all of you to nake sure that we can provide a
healthy life to people |ike Lauren Shields and
so nmany ot her people -- nmen, women and
children -- in New York State, to nake sure
that they have the gift of life.

M. President, I'll be voting in
the affirmative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senator Carlucci wll be counted in the
affirmative.

Senat or Robach to explain his vote.

SENATOR ROBACH: Yes,

M. President, let me too.
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| am happy to rise to support this
bill. 1 could not concur nore with Senator
Carlucci's comments. You know, this provision
of these organs can restore sight, give people
air, can literally save their life, as he
hi ghl i ghted Lauren's situation.

And | know fromin ny district,
whet her people are waiting for a kidney --
|'ve seen people that have been waiting for a
great anount of tinme with all the hope in the
world that their proverbial ship will conme in
that will change their life in the nost
dramatic fashion.

And when you talk to people -- they
will still have the option, but nost people
say, "Boy, if there was a way | could help, |

would do it," but yet they don't, under
current conditions, check this off.

This bill will go a long way for
maki ng people focus on this and, as has
happened in other states, increase
dramatically the anobunt of people on this I|ist
that we know will convert to other people

getting their very inportant nedical w sh,

oftentines |ifesaving wi sh, of receiving that
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or gan.

And | think this is a good day for
all those people who are on those lists and
waiting. |'mhappy to cast ny vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Senat or Robach will be counted in the
affirmative.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Lauren, wel cone back. You know,
I've never seen a bill nove so fast in the
Legislature as it is today. And | think
that's because of your strength, your bravery,
the fact that Senator Carlucci has been
wor ki ng very hard on the legislation to help
you.

You' ve nmade conpelling stories for
all of us when you cane up a week or so ago to
tal k about the legislation. And we're happy
on a bipartisan basis to be passing Lauren's
Law.

But what's al so speci al about today

is that we're passing it on your 11lth

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2667

birthday. So fromall of the nmenbers of the
Senate, we thank you for hel ping us pass this
| egi sl ati on, and we wi sh you a happy birthday.
And we know you're going to have many, nany
nore years in front of you doing the right

t hi ng.

And Senator Carlucci nentioned to
me that in about 20 years, he's worried about
a prinmary.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELCS: So -- but what |
said to Senator Carlucci is you won't prinmary
hi m because you'll be running as a Republican.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: So we thank you
for being here, honey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you very
much.

I think Senator Skelos sumed it up
best. But we all know that's not true; right?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: Lauren Shi el ds,

congratul ati ons. Happy birthday. Wat a
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tremendous honor it is to be here on this

fl oor passing this bill on your behalf and on
behal f of so nmany others |ike you that have
been given the gift of life.

And we're pronoting the gift of
organ donation, and we're pronoting the gift
of life moving forward. | just wanted to
stand here, cast ny vote in the affirmtive,
and just say how i npressed I am of you, how
i npressed | was of you when you were out here.

And | know that | may be new to the
Senate chanbers, but |'ve gotten an
opportunity to nmeet a | ot of |obbyists that
have been here for many, many years, sone of
whom have been here for |onger than |I've been
alive. But |I've got to tell you that you, by
far, at least that |'ve nmet, have been the
nost powerful and influential one-person
| obbyi st in Al bany thus far.

So congratul ations to you. And
thank you to Senator Carlucci and others for
pushi ng and advancing this bill to passage
today. Congratul ations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO I's

there any other Senator wi shing to be heard?
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Seei ng none, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Lauren, the Senate gives you this bill as our
present, our birthday present to you. W just
offer you one little bit of advice: Al ways
listen to your nom and dad.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Is there any further business at
t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
desk is clear, sir.

SENATOR MAZ| ARZ: Ckay.
M. President, there will be a neeting of the
Civil Service and Pensions Committee in
Room 332 imedi ately foll ow ng session, a
Civil Service and Pensions neeting imredi ately

foll ow ng session.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2670

And there being no further business
to cone before the Senate, | nove that we
adj ourn until Mnday, May 2nd, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days to be |egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
| medi ately follow ng session there will be a
neeting of the Cvil Service and Pensi ons
Committee in Room 322.

On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Mnday, May 2nd, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being |egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:29 a.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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