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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECCRD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 11, 2011
3:14 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR CARL L. MARCELLI NO Acting President
FRANCI S W PATI ENCE, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Senate will conme to order.
Al rise, please. That's in the
gallery too. Join ne in the Pledge of
Al |l egi ance to our nation.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
i nvocation will be given today by Reverend
Carol Warner-Ligons, president of the Nationa
Associ ati on of Wonen of the Church of Cod.
REVEREND WARNER- L1 GONS: Good
afternoon. Let us pray.
Father, in the name of Jesus, we
are here today by Divine Providence. W
invite Your awesone, mmjestic presence into
this chanber, the New York State Senate.
| pray, Holy Spirit, that You wll
take full control of every heart and m nd and
gi ve divine direction, supernatural insight,
and make known the nystery of God's will so
that every decision will be in the best
i nterest of the people of New York State,

putting asi de hidden agendas and ulterior
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noti ves.

Rebi nd the spirit of discord,
strife and division, and release in its place
peace and unity of God. For where there is no
vi sion, the people perish and cast off
restraint, resulting in chaos, anarchy, and
| am essness.

So | ask You to reveal the
know edge of Your imutable will and pl ant
Your sovereign vision into their hearts so
that the New York State Senate wi |l become an
instrunment in the hand of God that will nodel
justice, fairness, and equity for all people
that other states across this nation wl|
enul at e.

For many are the plans of a nan's
heart, but it is the purposes and plans of God
that will prevail. Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. |In the nane of the
Fat her, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, this I
declare and this | decree in the name of
Jesus.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Thank you, Reverend Ligons.
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For those of you that m ght have
pi cked up a resenbl ance, the good reverend is
the sister of our colleague Ruth
Hassel | - Thonpson.

Can we have the reading of the
Jour nal , pl ease.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Sunday, April 10, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday,

April 9, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO All
in favor of accepting the Journal signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Journal is accepted.

W have presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.
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Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of Senator Adans --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Excuse ne, Senator Breslin.

(Gaveling.) Can we have sone order
in the house, please.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: On behal f of
Senat or Adans, | nove the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective commttee and
be recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Nunber 3982.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO So
or der ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, | have anendnents to
offer up to third reading on the follow ng
cal endar bills.

One by Senat or Fuschill o would be
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Senate Print 526, it's on page 8, Cal endar
Nunmber 20.

One by Senat or Lanza, on page 13,
Cal endar Number 133, Senate Print Nunmber 2938.

One by Senat or Bonacic, page 21,
Cal endar Number 253, Senate Print Nunber 3099.

One by Senat or Col den, page nunber
22, Calendar Print 265, Senate Print 1407.

One by Senator Giffo, page 22,

Cal endar Nunber 266, Senate Print 2488.

One by Senat or Fuschill o, page 8,
Cal endar Number 22, Senate Print 600.

And, M. President, | now nove that
these bills retain their place on the order of
third reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Thank you, Senator Libous. The anmendnents are
accepted, and the bills will retain their
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President, |
would |ike to call up Senate Print 3900,
recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO So
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ordered. The Secretary wll read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
205, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 3900, an
act to anmend the Mlitary Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President, |
now nmove to reconsider the vote by which this
bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will call the roll on
reconsi derati on.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President, |
now of fer up the follow ng amendnments.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
anmendnents are accept ed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President, |
believe there's a privileged resolution at the
desk by Senator Breslin. He would like it
please read in its entirety, and then call on
Senator Breslin before its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will read the resolution inits

entirety.
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THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
resol ution by Senator Breslin, congratul ating
t he Shaker Hi gh School G rls Basketball Team
and Coach Em |y Caschera upon the occasi on of
capturing the Section Il Cass AA
Chanpi onshi p.

"WHEREAS, Excellence and success in
conpetitive sports can be achieved only
t hrough strenuous practice, teamplay and team
spirit, nurtured by dedi cated coachi ng and
strategi c planning; and

"WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition
enhances the noral and physical devel opnent of
t he young people of this state, preparing them
for the future by instilling in themthe val ue
of teamwork, encouraging a standard of healthy
living, inparting a desire for success, and
devel opi ng a sense of fair play and
conpetition; and

"WHEREAS, The Shaker Hi gh Schoo
G rls Basketball Team are the Section Il C ass
AA chanpions. On Saturday, March 5, 2011, at
Hudson Val l ey Community Col | ege, the Lady
Bi son defeated Colonie by a score of 59 to 52,

gi ving Shaker its first sectional title since
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t he 1981-1982 season; and

"WHEREAS, |n addition, the Shaker
H gh School G rls Basketball Team was honored
by its school's athletic departnent as one of
ei ght winter sports teans which qualified for
the New York State Schol ar Athlete Team Awar d.
The Lady Bi son received an honorary pin from
the New York State Public H gh School Athletic
Associ ation for acquiring an academnm c team
average of 91.549; and

"WHEREAS, The athletic tal ent
di spl ayed by this teamis due in great part to
the efforts of Coach Em |y Caschera, a skilled
and inspirational tutor respected for her
ability to devel op potential into excellence;
and

"WHEREAS, The teanis overall record
of 20-3 is outstanding, and the team nmenbers
were loyally and enthusiastically supported by
famly, fans, friends and the community at
| arge; and

"WHEREAS, The hal | marks of the
Shaker Hi gh School G rls Basketball Team from
t he openi ng gane of the season to

participation in the chanpi onship, were a
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sisterhood of athletic ability, of good
sport smanshi p, of honor, and of schol arship,
denonstrating that these team players are
second to none; and

"WHEREAS, Athletically and
acadenically, the team nenbers have proven
t hensel ves to be an unbeat abl e conbi nati on of
talents, reflecting favorably on their school;
and

"WHEREAS, Sports conpetition
instills the values of teamwrk, pride and
acconpl i shnment, and Coach Enily Caschera and
the outstandi ng athletes on the Shaker Hi gh
School Grls Basketball Team have clearly nade
a contribution to the spirit of excellence
which is a tradition of their school; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate the Shaker Hi gh School Grls
Basket bal | Team and Coach Emily Caschera on
their outstandi ng season and overall team
record; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this

resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
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to the Shaker Hi gh School G rls Basket bal
Team and to Coach Em |y Caschera.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senator Breslin on the resol ution.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

I"m honored to rise and speak on
behal f of the Shaker G rls Basketball Team
that, for the first tinme in 30 years, won the
Section Il AA Chanpionship. Mre inportantly,
as read in the resolution, having a team
acadeni ¢ average of 91.5, one of the top
academic teans in the State of New York.

And to Em |y Caschera, Tinmes Union
Coach of the Year, congratul ations.

And to sonme of the | ead players:
Madi son Row and, who averaged 18 points, nade
the C ass AA Tournanment Team MVP and Ti nes
Uni on 1st Team Al | - Ar ea.

And Adrianne Devi ne, the team
co-captain, made the Al Tournanent Team
averaged 13 points, and prior to the season
was a McDonal d's All-Anmerican candi date.

And Lauren Whods, who wi |l be back

next year, and has already challenged ne to a
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one-on-one conpetition, who averaged 12 points
and made Second Team Al | - Ar ea.

And to others who are up there --
Christine Alley, who's a junior and co-captain
of the team FErica Vallecorsa, Mllorey
Di ckson, Madison's two sisters, MacKenzie and
Merrick, and Emly Mon, a big congratul ations
for aterrific season

Many of your parents are here to
cel ebrate your successes. And with that team
average, both points per gane and academ c
average, we | ook forward to you being
successful for many, nmany years to cone.
Congrat ul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO
Thank you, Senator Breslin.

Senat or Sanpson.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| just too want to rise and
congratul ate the Shaker G rls Basketball Team
for their chanpionship. But what's nost
attracting to ne is your success on the court
transl ates to success in the classroom

So it's so inportant, especially a
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young man |ike nyself, when | was grow ng up,
athletics was a way for nme to get that

di scipline that | needed to utilize in the

cl assroom

So | want to congratul ate your
coach on a phenonenal job, but nost of al
congratul ate all your parents for your
comm t ment and your dedi cation. Because
basketball is just a segue into the successes
that they can have, especially into life.

And especially | would like to
shout out to the Row and sisters, all three of
you, you have done a phenonenal | ob.

Congrat ul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Anybody el se on the resol ution who would Iike
to be heard?

Seei ng none, on the resolution, al
in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The

resolution is carri ed.
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Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: W want to
extend our congratulations to all of you for a
j ob wel | done.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Come on, girls, stand up. Stand up, girls.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe, M. President, that
Senat or McDonal d has Resol uti on Nunber 713 at
the desk. Could you read its title only and
then call on Senator MDonal d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
Resol ution Nunber 713, by Senat or MDonal d,
nmenori al i zi ng Governor Andrew M Cuono to
proclaimApril 2011 as Autism Spectrum
Di sorders Awareness Mnth in the State of
New Yor K.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
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Senat or McDonal d.

SENATOR McDONALD: Thank you,
M. President.

This is an annual recognition that
becones nore significant every year, and
that's to recogni ze and understand what's
happening in our disabilities comunity as a
new il l ness or situation devel ops in our
famly of New York. It's autismand the
various forns of it that have now pl agued not
only our state but the entire country.

It's going to be a difficult year
for those people, and it could be difficult
years as that popul ati on beconmes bi gger and
starts aging. W wll| be prepared for it. W
have a | ot of good people. Especially today,
we have two good people that we're going to be
voting on to confirmtheir new positions. And
we al ready have a | ot of good people in the
vari ous state agencies that deal with it.

But we can do better. And that's
what we're going to do, with the help of
everybody in this room Because this is an
i ssue that does not recogni ze boundaries --

race, religion, ethnic group, geography,
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anything. This is what Anerica is about,
hel pi ng peopl e who need hel p.

So at this time | want to thank
this body for all their support and their
conti nuous support, along with the people in
the Assenbly, and our Governor, our new
Governor. And |I'mespecially waiting in a
little while to announce sone new appoi nt ments
by our Governor giving us an opportunity to
vote on two outstandi ng individuals.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Thank you, Senator MDonal d.

This resol ution has been previously
adopted, so there's no reason to take a
further vote.

Is there anyone el se wishing to be
hear d?

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you
very much, M. President.

And | et ne thank ny col |l eagues for
putting forth this resol ution.

Autismin famlies throughout this

state and t hroughout the nation is becom ng
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such a prevalent issue that it's incunbent
upon the people of the State of New York and
us here as legislators in this house and the
Assenbly to do sonet hing.

And we did sonething |ast year when
Governor -- it passed this house | believe
unani nously, and it passed the Assenbly
unani nously, and Governor Paterson, to his
fault -- and it's probably one of the only
times I'"'mgoing to criticize the former
Governor -- vetoed the bill. And what the
bill would have done is provide insurance
coverage to famlies for diagnosis and
treatment for those who have children or young
adults with autism

It was the right thing to do. Wen
we | ook at fam|lies throughout New York State
that are nortgagi ng their houses to provide
the proper care of their children, it's
sonmet hing they have to do. |If they have to
gi ve bl ood, sweat and tears, they'll do it for
their children. But it's wong that the State
of New York is not doing the right thing.

Today the Insurance Comittee,

under the | eadership of Chairnman Ji m Seward,
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put out a bill that |I've sponsored, and it has
a same-as bill in the Assenbly by Assenbl yman
Morelle, to just do that and revisit this
issue. And | hope the Senate takes it up on
the floor.

"Il be voting in favor of the
resolution. Thank you very rmuch.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Thank you, Senator Fuschillo.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
this was previously adopted; is that right?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Yes, it was, Senator.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Ww'dlike to
open this for cosponsorship. And as our
normal policy, if there are any nmenbers in the
chanber who wi sh not to be on it, to please
notify the desk. Qherwi se you will all be on
as cosponsors.

M. President, at this tinme there
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Finance
Committee in Room 332, an inmedi ate neeting of
the Finance Conmittee in Room 332.

And for the nonent the Senate wil |l
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stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
There will be a neeting of the Finance
Committee imediately in Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease
pendi ng a report of the Finance Comttee.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 3:31 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 4:16 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
house will cone to order.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

Can we return to the reports of
standing commttees. | believe there's a
report of the Finance Commttee at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
There is a report of the Finance Comttee at
t he desk.

And the Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, fromthe Commttee on Finance,

reports the foll owi ng nonm nations.
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As a nenber and chair of the State
Commi ssion on Quality of Care and Advocacy for
Persons Wth Disabilities, Roger A Bearden,
of New York City.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, |I'm
very pleased to nove the nom nation of Roger
A. Bearden for the position of nmenber and
chair of the State Comm ssion on Quality of
Care and Advocacy for Persons Wth
Di sabilities.

M. Bearden has an incredible
record for such a young man. In fact, |
believe ny suit may be ol der than he is.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO But he's
done nore things in that short period of tine
than many of us would even attenpt to do. And
it's an incredible record.

And just speaking with himbriefly
at ny office earlier, and also from seeing him
wor ki ng for Senator Duane | ast year on sone
i nportant issues, he definitely has the

qualification for this job. And even nore
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importantly, | believe he has the fire in his
belly to do the right thing, being an advocate
for people with disabilities for many years
nNow.

So the Governor nmade anot her
t opnot ch appoi ntrment here. And | woul d nove
hi s nom nation and urge the conplete Senate to
vote for M. Roger A Bearden, of New York
City, for this position.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO I's
there anyone el se wishing to be heard on this
nom nati on?

Senator Breslin, | believe.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

| appl aud Senat or DeFranci sco and
will second his comments about Roger Bearden,
who was a resident of ny district and |I'msure
he will be again.

But he's focused his professiona
career on people with disabilities and has a
uni que under st andi ng of people with
disabilities. He's a Brown graduate, a

Harvard Law graduate. And again, as we see
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day after day and tine after tine, a wonderful
choice by this Governor. And | applaud this
choi ce particul arly.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Thank you, Senator Breslin.

Is it nmy understanding you do not
hold the fact that the gentl eman worked for
Senat or Duane agai nst hi n?

SENATOR BRESLI N: I quite frankly
did not nention that, M. President. Senator
Duane will be here to explain hinself.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO I
under stand your reticence, sir.

Senat or McDonal d, pl ease.

SENATOR McDONALD: Yes. Rea
briefly, ny commttee as well nyself had an
opportunity to meet with our new chairnan
And as it was said earlier, not only is he is
a bright, dedicated individual, he's got a
good way about hinmself and a very strong
famly person -- his wife, Erin; his children
Sarah, Myles and Eli. And he's ready, in a

very trying time in this particular area,
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disabilities, he's ready to help us out.

You know, we're grateful that the
Governor appointed him And it should be
realized that what we'll be going into this
year, with the various abuses that have
occurred and been reported, it's going to be a
tough year. And we're going to need people
i ke this young man and the future
conmmi ssioner to help us get through this year.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO
Thank you, Senator MDonal d.

Senat or Hunt | ey.

SENATOR HUNTLEY: Yes,
M. President. | would just like to again
congratul ate M. Bearden.

| nmet with himearlier this norning
in ny office and then, again, Senator MDonal d
and | net with himin commttee. And | w sh
himwell, and | know he's going to do a
fantastic job. And | |ook forward for working
with himon nental health, which is very
important to ne and also to the Senator.

So congratul ations to M. Bearden.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NG

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2526

Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you very
much, M. President.

"' m honored to speak on behal f of
Roger Bearden. He was the chief Health
counsel the sane year that | becane the chair
of the Health Conmttee. And he was
i ncredi bly inpressive in his know edge and
also in his teaching abilities and to explain
very conplicated policy questions in a way
that made it possible for not only ne but
ot her people in ny office and ot her people who
he worked with to understand the inportance of
various policy initiatives that he was so
i nstrunmental in noving forward.

You know, Roger coul d have chosen a
conpletely different career path. He has an
i ncredi bly inpressive academ ¢ background. He
probably could be nmaking a trenmendous anount
of noney. But instead, he's naking a
tremendous difference in the lives of people
who don't have that many advocates and really
need to have a strong voice fighting for them
and protecting them and maki ng sure that their

voi ces are bei ng heard.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2527

If his work, his upcomng work is
anything like his negotiations on the Fam |y
Heal th Care Decisions Act, then we are in
really great shape by having him It's a
very, very challenging tinme. The area in
whi ch he's working is extrenely chal |l engi ng
and very much in the public eye right now
And | firmy and strongly believe that Roger
Bearden is going to do an excellent job. He
wi |l make the Governor proud, and I amvery
pl eased that the Governor has made this
appoi nt nent .

And | consider himnot just a
col | eague but in many ways a nentor on issues
that | care about but which he knew so nuch
about, and a friend. And |I'moptimstic that
his nom nation is going to go through today,
and | certainly will be working as closely as
I can with him And | woul d encourage
everyone el se to, because it will be a great
experi ence.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Thank you, Senator Duane.

Senat or Carl ucci .
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SENATOR CARLUCC : Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to support this nom nation
and to conmend CGovernor Andrew Cuonop on this
fine recomendation and this fine appointnent.

M. Bearden has really spent his
life and his career towards serving our nost
vul nerabl e popul ation. Particularly in this
year where we have all these budget cuts, |
think it's extrenely inportant that we do
everything we can to make sure that people
living with devel opmental disabilities don't
fall through the cracks.

And |'m confident, in seeing the
resunme and hearing about the great work that
M. Bearden has done, that he'll institute
policies that will really bring forth and nake
sure that safeguards are in place to nake sure
that our nost vul nerabl e popul ati on does not
fall through the cracks.

So with that, | ook forward to

working with you. And I'mconfident that this

popul ation will be in good hands and all of us
will work together to make sure that that's
done.
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So again, | congratul ate the
Governor and | ook forward to working with you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Thank you, Senator Carl ucci.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,
M. President.

Let ne congratul ate the Governor on
t hi s outstandi ng appoi ntnent of a very, very
capabl e young nan who's going to do a great
j ob.

And |l et ne be the first to wel cone
you to downt own Schenectady, where you'll be
|located. It's a facility that | hel ped bring
there, and we're delighted to have you there.

And if there's anything wong with
the facilities, just get in touch with ne and
we'll take care of you.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO Are
there any other menbers wishing to be heard on
t he nom nation?

Seei ng none, the nom nation is

cl osed.
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The question is on the nom nation
of Roger A. Bearden as a nenber and chair of
the State Comm ssion on Quality of Care and
Advocacy for Persons Wth Disabilities. Al
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO All
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Roger A. Bearden is hereby confirned as a
menber and chair of the State Conm ssion on
Qual ity of Care and Advocacy for Persons with
Di sabilities.

Congratul ati ons, M. Bearden.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Joining M. Bearden today is his wife, Erin,
and their three children, Sarah, M/les, and
Eli. 1 hope they know they're not going to be
seeing as nuch of you in the future because
you're going to be very busy.

Take care, good luck, and Godspeed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: I think we can
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conti nue reading the report of the Finance
Committee, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: For conm ssi oner
of the New York State O fice for People with
Devel opnental Disabilities, Courtney E. Burke,
of Al bany.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Senat or Li bous -- Senator DeFrancisco. You
| ook so nuch alike.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: His suit is
ol der than | am

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you,
M. President. | appreciate you got around to
the right call here.

I"m proud to nove the nom nation of
Courtney Burke as the commi ssioner of the
New York State O fice for People Wth
Devel opnental Disabilities.

| also net with Ms. Burke earlier
today in ny office. W talked a little bit

about sonme of ny ideas, and | reviewed her
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resune and saw that she had a heck of a | ot
nore ideas than | could conme up wth.

And she has many writings on very,
very inportant issues that are facing the
state today. And there's not often that an
i ndi vi dual could be a nmenber of a think tank
and anal yze with such scrutiny the way the
state is being run now in specific areas and
come up with recomendations as to how it
could run better, and then have the
opportunity to be appointed to a position
where she can do sonet hi ng about the
deficiencies that she wote about, that she
t hought about, and that she had advocated to
correct.

She's an extrenely bright
i ndi vidual, well acconplished, and just
perfect for this job. And | want to commend
Governor Cuonop again. | seemlike a broken
record, but his appointnments this year have
j ust been outstanding, and these two
appoi ntnents today are a perfect exanple.

And |'m | ooking forward to working
with Ms. Burke and sharing her ideas as we go

t hrough the next budget process as to how we
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can do things not only nore efficiently and
nore cost-effectively, but better for the
reci pients that receive these services from
the State of New York.

So | nove the nom nation of
Courtney Burke.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
nom nation is noved by Senator DeFrancisco.

Senat or McDonal d.

SENATOR McDONALD: Thank you,

M. President.

As the chairman of Mental Health,
Ment al Hygi ene and Devel opnental Disabilities,
along with Senator Huntley, the ranker, we had
an opportunity to talk at length with this
wonder ful individual .

Li ke the first person, Roger,
Commi ssi oner Burke is outstanding, with a
great deal of experience and also a great dea
of conpassion for a very inportant position.
And this position, as | nentioned earlier, is
going to get nore inportant as the year
progresses, and we have to deal with some very
serious problens.

She doesn't do it by herself; she
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has her husband, Christopher, and her
children, lan and Caroline, with her.

And | think she will quickly point
out that she went to the University of
Connecticut and she's a big University of
Connecti cut basketball fan. And as a Siena
fan, | can't say too nmuch about that. But
next year.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR McDONALD: But certainly,
as the chairman of Finance pointed out, the
Governor has presented us with two outstandi ng
candi dates today. And |I'm prepared and really
happy to support these folks.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Thank you, Senator MDonal d.
Senator Breslin on the nom nation.
SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

Agai n, echoing the renmarks of
Senat or McDonal d and Senator DeFranci sco,
Courtney Burke is perfect for the job. Her
educati onal background in healthcare, her work

with people with disabilities, and her
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extensive witing while at the Rockefeller, it
just -- it's such a perfect, perfect choice to
beconme t he new conm ssi oner.

Agai n, | applaud the Governor.
Courtney and her famly live in ny district
and she works in ny district and is a friend
and | think will just do an exceptional job as
conmi ssi oner .

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Thank you, Senator Breslin.

May | advi se nenbers that we do not
use el ectroni c equi pnent, cell phones in the
chanbers. Menbers on cel |l phones, pl ease take
your conversation out of the chanber. That is
our rule.

Senat or Huntl ey on the nonination.

SENATOR HUNTLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Again, | would |ike to cormend the
Governor for his choice. | nmet with Courtney
Burke in ny office and also in commttee, and
Senat or McDonal d and | agree she was a great
choice. And we will support her efforts.

And again, | would like to
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congratul ate her and her famly.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;

Thank you, Senator.
Senat or Kennedy on the noni nation.
SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| just want to rise and first and
forenost conmend the Governor on a trenmendous
sel ection of Courtney Burke as the
conmmi ssi oner of New York State Ofice for
Peopl e with Devel opnental Disabilities.
want to congratul ate the comm ssioner-to-be on
the nom nation and this confirmation.

As an occupational therapist, |
have worked with hundreds of famlies who have
been i npacted by having an individual with a
devel opnental disability. And the work that
happens in Al bany and spreads across the state
ripples across this state is extrenely
i mportant to ensure that those individuals and
the famlies of the individuals with
devel opnental disabilities get the services
that they deserve, that they desire, and that
make their lives as independent as possible.

I ook forward to working with you
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personally, with my office, and it's an honor
and a privilege to be able to stand here at
your confirmation, and | vote in the
affirmative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Carl ucci .

SENATOR CARLUCC : Thank you,
M. President.

Again, I'd like to conmend Gover nor
Andrew Cuonp for this appointnment.
Commi ssi oner Burke, in the short tine as the
acting conm ssioner, has really hit the ground
runni ng, already putting forth neasures to
protect our nost vul nerable population. Wth
her proactiveness, |'m confident that New York
will be able to provide services to protect
the safety and the welfare of people |iving
wi th devel opnental disabilities.

So with that, Courtney Burke, I
| ook forward to working with you. And again,
| want to commend the Governor. And | think
this is a great appointnment, and | think we're

i n good hands with Comm ssi oner Burke.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Thank you, Senator.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| too want to join my colleagues in
congratul ati ng the Governor in choosing
Courtney Burke to this very, very inportant
position. And I know that years ago when
chaired the Cormittee on Mental Health and
Devel opnental Disabilities and Ms. Burke
wor ked for the Ofice of the Advocate, I'm
quite famliar with her work, and back then it
was out st andi ng.

And we have a great opportunity
here with her background and know edge. You
know, this state -- and | don't have to tel
nmy coll eagues this, but | like to say it --
has been ahead of every other state when it
conmes to dealing with people with
disabilities. And certainly as the sponsor of
the New York Cares program back a nunber of
years ago, the |eading program cutting-edge

programthat basically told the nation that we
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care about people with disabilities in this
state.

And | think that Courtney Burke
will be an outstanding conm ssioner. | |ook
forward to working with you. W certainly
have many chal |l enges as we nove forward. But
you are the right person, you have the
background, you have the passion for the job.
And | think the Governor today has nade a
great decision, and | stand to second your
nom nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard
on this nom nation?

Seei ng none, the question is on the
nom nati on of Courtney E. Burke as
commi ssi oner of the New York State O fice for
People with Devel opnental Disabilities. Al
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO All
t hose opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The

ayes have it. Courtney E. Burke is hereby

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2540

confirmed as conm ssioner of the New York
State Ofice for People with Devel opnent al
Di sabilities.

Congratul ati ons, M. Burke.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO And
Commi ssi oner Burke is joined by her husband,
Chri st opher, her children, Ian and Caroli ne,
and her many, nmany, nmany friends and famly.
Congratul ati ons once agai n.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
at this time | believe we could have the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
51, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 945,
an act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the first of

November .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
56, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 816, an
act to anmend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90t h day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
86, by Senator Klein, Senate Print 1031B, an
act to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
108, by Senator Grisanti, Senate Print 2648,
an act to amend the Environnental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 108, those recorded in the
negati ve are Senators Duane, Espaill at,
Perkins, and Serrano.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
111, by Senator Breslin, Senate Print --

SENATOR BRESLI N: Lay the bil
asi de for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
183, by Senator Fuschillo, Senate Print 2728B,
an act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
192, by Senator Perkins, Senate Print 3252A,
an act to authorize certain healthcare
pr of essi onal s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:

Read the | ast section, please.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
247, by Senator Fuschillo, Senate Print 597A,
an act to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Read the | ast section, please.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 247, those recorded in the

negati ve are Senators Duane, Mntgonery and

Per ki ns.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
299, by Senator Martins, Senate Print 3777A,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO;
Read the | ast section, please.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
301, by Senator Savino, Senate Print 4090, an
act to amend the Donestic Rel ations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Read the | ast section, please.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO The
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bill is passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
cal endar.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO No,
sir, the desk is clear.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President, |
now hand up the followi ng notice to have it
put into the Journal, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO So
or der ed.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
there being no further business to cone before
the Senate this afternoon, | nove that we
adjourn until Tuesday, April 12th, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MARCELLI NO On
notion, the Senate will be adjourned until
Tuesday, April 12th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:39 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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