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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

Pl ease rise and repeat with ne the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Vel come to West
Point Day in the State Senate.

The invocation today is to be given
by Father Edson J. Wod, who is the brigade
chaplain at West Point. Father?

CHAPLAI N WOOD: May we pray.

Al m ghty God, we pray You guide
this great state and those who lead it. G ve
Your spirit of wisdomto all whom we entrust
with authority over us. In tine of our
prosperity, tenper our self-confidence with
t hankful ness. And in the day of trouble, |et
our trust in You never fail.

Look, too, with Your generous
bounty on West Point, which is to be honored
here today. Let her renenber always that her
m ssion of duty, honor, country is not a way

of looking only at certain things, it is a
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certain way of |ooking at everything.

And finally, O God, protect our
uni fornmed brothers and sisters and their
famlies all over this troubled world of ours.
@Qui de them protect them keep them safe, and
reward them bounteously for their greatness of
soul .

Qur prayer this day conmes from
hearts that are open to You, Eternal God. And
we ask these things in Your nane, which is
m ghty.

Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Next we'll have
the readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, April 5th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday,

April 4th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Any nessages fromthe Assenbly?

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: On page 18,
Senat or Mazi arz noves to discharge, fromthe
Committee on Local Governnent, Assenbly Bill
Nunber 2411 and substitute it for the
i dentical Senate Bill Nunber 205, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 233.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, at this tinme there's
a privileged resolution at the desk by Senator
Larkin. | ask that we please read it inits
entirety. And before we nove for its
adoption, | would ask that you call on

Senat or Lar ki n.
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

The Secretary will read the
resolution inits entirety.

THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative
resol ution by Senator Larkin, menorializing
Governor Andrew M Cuonpb to proclaimApril 6,
2011, as West Point Day in the State of
New Yor K.

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to cel ebrate the establishnment of
the United States MIlitary Acadeny at
West Point and to call upon Governor Andrew M
Cuono to proclaimApril 6, 2011, as Wst Point
Day in the State of New York; and

"WHEREAS, By an act of Congress on
March 16, 1802, the United States Mlitary
Acadeny was established within the borders of
New York State, on the banks of the Hudson
Ri ver; and

"WHEREAS, The Acadeny and its
graduates are an integral part of the proud
hi story of this state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, The | eadership and

sacrifices of the nmenbers of the Long G ay
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Li ne have hel ped this country w thstand
countl ess threats to our cherished denocratic
way of life; and

"WHEREAS, The al ummi have excel |l ed
not only on the battlefield but in many fields
of endeavor; and

"WHEREAS, The Acadeny continues to
provi de our country with able and dedi cat ed
future | eaders; and

"WHEREAS, Its scenic canpus is a
nmecca each year for thousands of visitors from
across our state, continent, and other
countries; and

"WHEREAS, The United States
Mlitary Acadeny is in the forefront of our
state's outstanding institutions of higher
| earni ng; and

"WHEREAS, 59 years ago, the late
Janes T. McNamara, then a nmenber of the
New York State Assenbly, and a nenber of the
Acadeny's class of 1939, was the author of the
State Legislature's first 'West Point Day'
Resol ution; and

"WHEREAS, For decades, our nation

has enjoyed the | egacy of freedom and the
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United States MIlitary Acadeny at West Poi nt
has played a vitally significant role in the
mai nt enance of peace and freedom and

"WHEREAS, The nenbers of this
Legi sl ative Body are proud to commenorate this
event marking April 6, 2011, as West Point Day
in New York State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to cel ebrate
the establishment of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point and to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimApril 6, 2011, as West Point Day in
the State of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the Honorable Andrew M Cuonob, Governor of
the State of New York."

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you
M. President.

What an honor and distinct
privilege to represent West Point. And first

of all, on behalf of all of mnmy colleagues, |'d
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like to offer a special welcone to Genera
Hunt oon and his wife, Margaret. Pl ease stand,

and 1'd like everybody to see you wonder f ul

peopl e.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Bef ore ny
remarks, I'd like to introduce you to this

group of outstandi ng nenbers, outstanding
i ndi vidual s and future | eaders of our arned
forces and our governnent.

First, Captain Marc Beaudoin is
fromthe great State of Miine. Please stand
up as | call you, and then you can sit down.
Thank you very much, First Captain.

Cadet Patrick Arlantico, from
Ki ngston, my district. Good to see you.

Cadet Ross Chesani uk, Senat or
Sta -- Stati -- Stavisky's -- you know, those
Irish names are hard to pronounce.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you

Cadet Cerard Connolly, from Senator
Addabbo’ s.

Cadet Jeff Jang, Senator Skel os's

district. Thank you.
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Cadet Andrea Lloyd, from
New Hanpt on, Orange County. Good to see you.

Cadet Cidny Menjivar, from Senator
Joe Addabbo.

Cadet Andy Unhorchak, from Cornwall,
New York. Don't sit down, Andy.

Andy is the third. His ol dest
brother has already had a tour. His sister is
sitting in nmy old seat in Heidelberg -- when
was a youngster, Gene. Thank you, Andy. The
third in his famly, and he'll be there next
year in the same fighting capacity as his
brot her and sister have.

Cadet Sally Chang; Senator

St avi sky.

Cadet Madel yne Serrano, Senator
Di az.

Cadet Pat Stingley, Senator
McDonal d.

Cadet Shaliya Dehi pawal a. Was |
cl ose?

CADET DEH PAWALA: No, sir.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR LARKI N: Where's Tony

Avel |l a? That's your fault, Tony.
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Cadet Corey Hill; Mke Nozzolio.

Cadet Enoch No; David Carlucci's.

Cadet Mark Hoenpl er; Senator
Carl ucci .

Cadet Colin Hennessy, Senator
Skel os' office.

Ladi es and gentl enen, the future of
Aneri ca.

(St andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR LARKI N: You know, | know
nmy col | eagues have a habit of calling ne the
Col onel, you know. It's not out of
di srespect. Because if it was, you know what
| woul d do.

But this is a great day. For we,
the legislators fromthe State of New York, to
invite you here to let you know that we
respect you.

The O ass of 2011 that wl|
graduate in May will have orders. This fal
they'Il be in harmis way, 90 percent of them
But we know that we can depend on you. Four
years ago, your class, you stood there in our
day and you said "I do and I will."

This country depends on you.
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You' re the backbone of our country. You are
what every person that really cares about
Anerica | ooks at you and says "Thank you."

And we al so thank your nothers and
fathers for giving you the will and the desire
and the opportunity to go to a great
institution.

Look around, ny coll eagues, and
t hi nk of those who went before these cadets.
MacArt hur, Eisenhower -- bring it up-to-date.
Cl ass of '56, Desert Stormis. Look at today,
Cl ass of '74, General Petraeus, fromnmny town
of Cornwal I .

This is what it's all about. These
are young nen and wonen who rmake a difference
every day. The freshman class that are coni ng
inin June, they won't be going to coll ege and
checking their gear in and say, "Let's go out

and have a few beers Friday night," because
that's not what the acadeny is all about.

The Long Gray Line: Duty, honor
and country. How fortunate we are, not just
as a state but as a nation. There will be a
t housand graduates in May. | think it's a day

that we all should be proud of. Because when
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those white hats are throwm in the air, it
signifies that we've noved one step forward to
your maturity and your | eadership.

Check all of the cadets that are
here today. They didn't sit around and think
of what they could do and goof off. They al
had activities. They had all spirits.

Let ne just tell you about 600 of
them Last year we had the Special d ynpics.
General Huntoon says we'll do it again this
year. Six hundred cadets fromall grades, al
cl asses, hel ped with our Special Q ynpics.

And if you' d see the cadets, men and wonen,
handl e those special individuals with their
care and their respect, and they're willing to
help them-- that's what this is all about at
West Point. This is about duty, honor and
country. It's about | eadership.

| had the privilege of serving for
23 years. And as | told General Huntoon and a
couple of others, in 23 years | only had one
at West Point that we didn't get along. But
the funniest thing about it was a couple of ny
friends said, "Wuat class?" | said 1950.

They said, "Ch, Coyce B." Everybody was in

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2454

uni son. Because they know who's the ones they
can count on.

We are indeed proud of you. W are
t hankful for what you have done. As you narch
forward to accept the new assignnent, the
Cl ass of 2011, just think, right here we have
a di stingui shed graduate of the C ass of 1961.
Pl ease stand. Neil [sic] Breslin, the county
executive. After a distinguished career, he's
now t he county executive.

That's his brother next to him He
has to advise his brother.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LARKI N: But just think
about it. You've got -- don't worry about the
nmedia. |f you recall that General Petraeus

was just back here giving a briefing to the
Senate, and sonebody asked hima question
about the leader's children. And Cenera
Petraeus clearly just said, "Stephen Petraeus,
First Lieutenant, A Conpany, 1st Battalion,
173rd Airborne Infantry, 101st Airborne

Di vision, just returned hone from 15 nonths in
Af ghani st an. "

The neeting by the Senate Arned
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Services Comm ttee ceased right there, because
Senator Levin from M chigan said, "I don't
think there are any other questions.”

You have nothing to be ashaned of.
You stand proud, as everybody in this chanber
is proud of you. May God bl ess you all.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you
recogni ze Senator Breslin, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

And wel come, West Point cadets. On
behal f of the Denobcratic conference, we're
hunbl ed to have you here.

We'd like to think that we have
something in comon with you, that it's our
role to kind of act in a denocratic way, and
it's your role to preserve that denocratic
way. And shortly you will be in harm s way.
And you' Il be following a tradition that goes

back to Thaddeus Kosci uszko, who was told by
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Washi ngton to protect West Point. And on to,
as Senator Larkin said, on to sone of the
greatest | eaders this world has ever known --
Ei senhower, Pershing, MacArthur, Gant, and on
and on and on.

And I'd Iike to highlight a couple
of others that probably are |l ess well known.
Henry O Flipper, who was the first
African- Areri can graduate in 1877. In 1915,
Luis Estevez becane the first Hi spanic to
graduate from Wst Point. And in 1980,

Proj ect Athena, where 119 extraordi nary wonmen
became the first wonen cadets, with Andrea
Hol |l en becom ng the first to graduate. And on
and on and on.

And you are a part of duty, honor,
country. And you are the ones that are there
to preserve the greatest experinment in our
country, the experinment of denocracy that
continues to this day.

And again, as | said, we are
hunbl ed to have you here. And |I al so take
this special day once a year to not nmake fun
of a brother with ny sane surnane, to honor

himon this day. |In fact, Senator Larkin has
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al ready given himthe hi ghest honor
i magi nabl e --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: -- by referring
to himas Neil

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: But i ndeed, |
say this once a year, that nmy ol der brother is
i ndeed ny idol. A 1961 graduate of West
Poi nt, who, as |'ve told you earlier, played
basket bal |, football and baseball at
West Point and went on to Junp School, Ranger
School , Jungle Warfare School, Air
Transportation School, Junp Master School, and
as a 27-year-old in Vietnam made ngj or,
reporting to General Creighton Abrans, and
went on to teach, at the College of the
Anmeri cas, counterinsurgency.

And this partially prepared himto
becone a county executive --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: -- and to dea
with the mandates that are sent down by a
group -- not this group and this conference;

there were others before us, others before us
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and others in other conferences.

But this indeed is wonderful for
all of us. You are in our prayers as you
prepare for graduation and prepare to defend
us and allow us to continue to debate here,
but to debate here in a very civil way.

We do things in a way that we do
not hear about or see in any other country in
this world. W do things by arguing back and
forth to cone up with conproni ses that better
serve denocracy.

So ny hat is off to you on this
wonder ful day, and ny hat is also off to ny
brother and all of those who have gone before
you.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Qur Republican conference and the
entire chanber wel cones you to Al bany once
agai n there year.

Col onel Larkin, | want to start off
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by thanking you. This is a special day for
you, but it's also a special day for every
singl e menber of the Senate as we pay tribute
and sal ute those who are goi ng through the

| earni ng process but in a short time will be
protecting our denocracy for this country.

So, Col onel, once again -- from
Republ i cans, Denocrats, everybody in this
chanber, thank you very much

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELCS: To the West
Poi nt Superintendent, Lieutenant General David
Hunt oon and Ms. Huntoon, we wel come you.

And to the Superintendent, the
lives of these young people are in your hands
to educate themwell, as you do. And we thank
you for preparing the next group of graduates
fromWst Point. W salute you, sir.

Ai de- de- Canp Maj or M chae
McDernott, | understand that Senator Lee
Zeldin served with you in Irag, and we wel cone
you to this great chanber. Thank you for your
servi ce.

The CGeneral is acconpanied by his

staff and a group of cadets |ed by First
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Capt ai n Cadet Marc Beaudoi n.

And | also want to extend a specia
wel cone to two cadets fromthe 9th Senate
District: Jeffrey Jang, from Wodnere, and
Colin Hennessy, of Lynbrook. Again, we
wel come you to the chanber, as we do all of
your fellow cadets.

It is an honor and a privilege to
stand here as the Majority Leader and a menber
of this chanmber to welconme you and to thank
you. West Point, strong as the rock upon
which it is built and as unyielding as the
river that flows by its walls.

The United States MIlitary Acadeny
at West Point is one of the nost cherished
institutions in our nation and the nost
cherished institution in the State of New
York, a place where the best and the bravest
men and wonen answer the call to serve their
country.

Each of you has commtted yourself
to the values of duty, honor and country. W
all owe that debt of gratitude to you. The
road you have chosen isn't an easy one.

Thousands of your brothers and sisters have
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| ost their lives or been wounded during the
current conflicts in Irag, in Afghanistan, and
now Li bya.

Despite the obvious and i nherent
ri sks, you continue to serve your country with
the sane strength and desire you have
exhi bi ted throughout every aspect of your
lives. The training and instruction you are
receiving at West Point will undoubtedly
prepare you to neet and exceed the tough
chal I enges that |ie ahead.

We are extrenely proud of the work
you do. Your bravery and heroismin these
difficult tinmes are an inspiration to us and
to all Anericans. You represent the very best
our country has to offer, and we are honored
and privileged to have you here today.

And as an indication -- you know,
when | cane over to speak to you, everybody
was very serious. But when | nentioned we

have |l unch at 1:00 o' clock, we got a |ot of

sm | es.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: So we invite you
back -- | believe you' re going to the Assenbly
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to be greeted there, as you should. And then
we wel cone you back, all the nmenbers, people
that are here, we wel conme you back to our
conference room so that you can have a great

| unch and do a conpari son between the | unch
we're going to serve you and the food that you
get at West Point.

We're very proud of you, we |ove
you, and we hope and we pray that God protects
each and every one of you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Next, Senator Carl ucci.

SENATOR CARLUCC : Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank the previous
speakers, particularly Senator Larkin for
sponsoring this resol ution.

It's an absol ute honor today to
wel come you to the Senate chanmber. And on
behal f of the people that | represent in
Rockl and and Orange County, we just want to
say thank you for your conm tnent towards

excel | ence, your sacrifice that you' ve put
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forth to serve our comunities, our state, our
nation.

Basically, | just want to say thank
you and | know that our state and our nation
is in good hands with your | eadership now and
your future | eadership. | hope that one day
you Wi ll run for office and you'll be able to
lead this state to prosperity.

Wth that, | also want to say that
I"mparticularly proud of Enoch No and
Mar k Hoenpl er, who are both graduates of
Suffern Hi gh School, a great high school in
Rockl and County.

And with that, thank you. Thank
you for your | eadership and your commtnent to
our comunity. God bl ess you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or Addabbo.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,

Li eut enant Governor. Good norning.

First let ne thank Senator Larkin
not only for this resolution and his work
during West Point Day, but also for his

service to our country. Senator Larkin, thank
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you very nmuch for your dedication to our
country.

And | believe it's the right thing
to do to take a nmoment from our |egislative
wor k and acknow edge the cadets who are here
and obviously thank themfor their comm tnment
and dedi cation, and congratul ate them on bei ng
part of the over 200-year-ol d-history at
West Poi nt.

Over the past 30 years, West Point
has beconme nore diverse. And | want to say
wel come to two of mny constituents, who I'm
extrenely proud of, Cadet Cidny Menjivar, and
Cadet Cerard Connolly, whose famly |I've known
for many years, and to all the cadets.

You know, please know that the
residents of the 15th Senatorial District and
the residents across this great state and
country are proud of the path you have chosen.
And we are thankful that you are here today.

And we al so should be rem nded and
m ndful that there are many of the West Point
famly who are not here today, who are serving
us and protecting our freedons around the

worl d in Afghanistan and Iraq and all points
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of this world. We are m ndful of their,

agai n, service to our country. W thank them

as well. Qur prayers are with themfor their
safety, as our prayers will be with you as
wel | .

So thank you again for being here
on West Poi nt Day.

Thank you, Lieutenant Governor.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or.

Senat or Zel di n.

SENATOR ZELDI N: Thank you,
M. President.

First I want to thank Col one
Larkin for sponsoring this resolution and for
your service, a very proud Korean War veteran
who, whenever he has an opportunity to pay
homage to our future veterans, our current
veterans, and our past veterans, he never
m sses an opportunity. And once again, he has
denonstrat ed that | eadership again today.

To M chael Breslin, for your
service to our country as well. It's nice to
have other veterans in this room | know we

have a Marine in Senator Omen Johnson, who
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served a couple of years before I did. W
have Greg Ball, who served in the Air Force,
and others as well around this roomand in
t hi s chanber

It is an honor to serve as a
New York State Senator. And absolutely no
di srespect to all of ny coll eagues here,
nothing will ever beat the honor of serving on
active duty in the Arny.

To the Superintendent, who's here,
I wal ked in the chanber today and | had no
i dea that mny conpany comrander over in lraq is
your aide, that mnmy battalion comrander from
Irag is your XO, Colonel M ke Richardson.

It is -- for ne, when | see the
Anerican flag, it's so colorful. Maybe it has
nore col or each and every day that |
appreciate it nore and nore. |'ve heard these
stories of those in conbat where the American
flag has cone off of a pole and hit the ground
and sol diers have picked that flag up to keep
it off the ground, know ng that death was
al nrost certain. Sonme that have gotten shot
and killed, and yet another soldier would go

and pick up that flag off the ground, know ng

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2467

t hat death was al nbst certain.

And agai n and again, these stories
have been inspiration, inspirations to songs
that we sing and books that are read. It is
that inspiration that nmade me so proud the
first day I put on a uniform And | | ooked
into the mirror and | saw that Arny patch
smling right back at me, and | knew | was
getting involved with the right profession.

You are at such a critical point in
our nation's history, going to becone
of ficers. Your character is the greatest of
what New York is all about. And even though
we may not be there with you physically each
and every day while you are earning your
of ficer ranks at West Point, and we nay not be
with while you serve over in conbat, know that
you're leaving a | egacy back home and you have
a spirit of us with you. Because we are so
proud of your service. W are so proud of
your sacrifice.

And it is an honor to be in your
presence today, and | w sh you the best of
| uck.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
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Senat or .
Senat or Ball .
SENATOR BALL: | also want to
t hank Col onel Larkin for his continued
| eadership on this.
Col onel Larkin being Arny, ne being
Air Force, we have a pushup contest every
nor ni ng, and he beats ne every single tine.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR BALL: You know, just so

peopl e understand who are not necessarily

famliar with West Point -- sone of my nunbers
may be off; I'Il fudge themin the up
direction. |If the Sup wants to tell nme if |I'm

off on the nunbers, let ne know.

But you're tal ki ng about an
institution where there are approxi nately
50, 000 pre-candi date questionnaires, they
accept 30,000 applications -- and this goes
for Naval Acadeny, Air Force Acadeny, or the
Air Force Acadeny's sister institution,

West Poi nt .
(Hoots, laughter.)
SENATOR BALL: -- 50, 000

applications, and with -- Colonel, we'll have
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a pushup contest with the Sup in alittle bit.

And then, out of that, there are
10, 000 applications that are totally
qualified. And out of that nunber, they pick
1200 cadets. In your typical graduating
cl ass, 800 graduate.

You know, for those on the other
side of the aisle and for all of us who care
about social justice, West Point and the
service academ es of the United States of
Anerica represent the greatest beacon of equa
opportunity that the United States has ever
had, at the highest of |evels.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR BALL: When you go in and
t hey break you down and they build you back
up, they shave your hair off, you all wear the
same thing, you don't know who's rich or poor.
You don't know who cones fromthe South or the
North, except for those crazy accents. You
really are all equal. And it's up to you to
prove yoursel f.

And |'ve seen kids fromthe rura
pl aces, |'ve seen kids cone fromthe inner

city, of all backgrounds, of all creeds, of
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all ethnicities, and do anmazing things. o
froma snmall town and becone first captain.
And congratul ations to the First Captain who's
here today. Wat a great honor for you.

You know, one of ny best nenories,
the best nmenory of ny life, is graduating from
the Air Force Acadeny and bei ng handed ny
commi ssion or getting my conm ssion fromthe
Vice President of the United States, Dick
Cheney.

And in fact | renmenber -- of
course, one thing that Senator Adans and |
have in common is liking the press a little
bit. And | renenber on that day thinking the
entire tinme, how can | get a photo of ne on ny
graduati on, because there's always that iconic
photo. And he was wearing a big cowboy hat.

So at the very end, as | wal ked up

that stage to see the Vice President, | said,
| got it. [I'll get himto wear ny cadet cap
and 1'Il wear his cowboy hat, it will be a
great thing.

So | went up, | said, "M. Vice
President, can we exchange hats?" And he was

about to do it, and there was a great photo --
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and he took off his hat, and I took off ny
hat, and I went to give it to him and he
stopped ne and he said, "Oh, no, this cowboy
hat is way too expensive." Wich tells you a
little bit.

But quite honestly, that was the
proudest day. Not because the Vice President
was there, but because of ny parents and ny
friends and famly who canme out to be with ne.
You | ook forward to a great day.

One of ny | owest nonents, it was
very early in the norning, | was up in the
canmpaign, it was very busy and I went online
because there had been an event that happened
in Washington, D.C., and | was watching it on
YouTube. And a nom of a sol dier who was
killed in Iraq, eastern Iraq, came up to speak
at the podium at the mke. And | thought I
remenbered the | ast nane.

And she went into detail to speak
about her son, how at a very young age, 5, 6
years ol d, he tal ked about socia
responsi bility and | eadership and integrity,
intrinsically. And she said the name Derek

Argel, and | knew that he was ny cl assmate.
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He served in the special forces and was kill ed
on May 31st.

The responsibility that is on your
shoul ders is great. And as cadets of the
finest institution in the United States of
Anerica, you have a great responsibility.
Because | pronise you, if our boardroons and
places |like this were full with nore cadets,
men and worren |i ke you, we wouldn't have
Enron, we woul dn't have the scandals, and this
woul d continue to be the greatest nation that
this world has ever known.

So serve your country, serve your
country well, and get into those boardroonmns,
get into places like this, and let's fight to
make this the greatest country and continue to
be the greatest country that this world has
ever known.

Thank you, men and wonen.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

And | don't want to stand in the
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way of your 1:00 o' clock lunch, so |let ne be
very brief.

First let ne thank Col onel Larkin.
Each year Senator Larkin conmes and speaks.

And we appreciate your service as well as the
service of other nmen and wonen who have served
our country both in peace and in war.

And | am particularly proud today
to wel cone Ross Chesani uk and Sal |y Chang,
because they live in ny district in Fresh
Meadows, and they represent the best we have
to offer.

I"mvery proud of the high schoo
that they attended, Francis Lewis H gh School,
because Francis Lew s has a wonderful ROTC
program and they train young people to serve
inthe mlitary. They start in high school,
and they have an outstandi ng academ c program
And the fact that they have been able to send
two of their nost illustrious graduates to the
Mlitary Acadeny | think says a |lot for the
New York City public high schools.

So | also congratul ate the
Breslins. And every year | listen to Senator

Breslin -- | think it's the only tine of the
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year when he says nice things about his
br ot her .

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STAVI SKY: But you can
see the genuine affection that the two
brot hers have for each other

And soneday you will | ook at your
si blings and have the same kind of -- even
t hough you may be fighting nowadays,
nevertheless this is a relationship that is
certainly respected by everybody.

So I welcone you to Al bany. And |
thank you for offering yourselves to serve our
country. The future is ahead of you, and the
best years are ahead of you. And |let us hope
that you hel p our nation stay at peace.

Thank you very nuch

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or McDonal d.

SENATOR McDONALD: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Col onel, for doing what

you do for us.

A speci al thank you to our speci al
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guests. | know you went through a | ot of hard
work, and I want to thank you on behalf of a
future constituency of yours that | used to be
part of.

The hard work is just beginning.
Because it was nentioned earlier what you' ve
got to ook forward to as a graduati on present
is war. There's nothing dramatic or romantic
or good about war. As former |owranking Arny
soldier in Vietnamand Canbodia with the
1st Cavalry Division, | renmenber ny first
patrol like it was yesterday. The |eader of
the patrol was a captain, a young West Poi nt
gr aduat e.

Before we started, | was one scared
guy. It's alot different than tel evision and
the novies if it's inreal life. He cane up
to the new guys that were replacing people who
had al ready been shot in Canbodia. And that's
all we could think about, were we going to be
next .

He settled us down, each and every
one of us. He looked us right in the eye. He
says, "Don't worry, |I'mnot going to be

| eaving you. [|'Il be right with you."
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That' s what you have to | ook
forward to, the nmen and wonen who w |l be
entrusting their lives to you. And | can't
think of a better group of people than what
I"m | ooking at right now.

But for anybody here who thinks war
is romantic, there's nothing about it. You
will be witing letters to dead people's nons
and dads. You'll be thinking about that al
your life. You'll be watching your friend
taken off the battlefield with one less |leg or
arm You'll be thinking about what they could
have been. And they'l|l be thinking about
you -- if they survive -- in a hospital,

t hanki ng you that you were with themin those
trying tines.

You have a trenendous anmount of
responsibility. But we pick the best for
that. And God bl ess each and every one of
you. And don't forget those average sol diers
that die by the thousands that are |ooking to
you as like a relative.

Thank you for what you do.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or.
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Senat or Adans.

SENATOR ADAMS: Thank you,
Li eut enant CGover nor.

| just wanted to respond to what be
Senat or McDonal d hel ped us all to understand.

I was not going to speak, but | thought
Senat or McDonal d did sonething for all of us.

And | thank you, Senator, for what
you just stated. Because often we have an
attenpt to romanticize what these young nen
are doing. And Senator MDonald just nade it
real for all of us, how courageous their acts
are, these young nmen and wonen and, you know,
what they are volunteering to do.

And it's one thing to be in the
sterilized environment of West Point. But
once they | eave West Point, the very rea
i mage that Senator MDonald shared with us is
her oi ¢ beyond our i magi nati on.

And for those nmen and wonen who are
in here who have served and who have put their
lives on the Iine to protect our country, we
owe them a debt of gratitude. And these young
men and wonen from West Poi nt who are wel |

aware of the harmthat they' re putting
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t hensel ves in because they truly believe in
this country, we owe them a debt of gratitude.

And | think that the heartfelt
coments that came from Senator MDonald to
really bring us all into the very real-life
battl efield of what a sol di er goes through
every day. And when they come hone, many of
them may cone home with all of their arns and
linbs, but a part of themis left in
Af ghani stan, Iraqg, or any other war that they
fight on behalf of this country.

So | thank nmy col | eagues who have
served. And | thank the young nmen and wonen
who will continue to serve. And | just wanted
to share ny thoughts, and I wanted to thank
Senat or McDonald for his coments, because |
t hought they were fitting to let us realize
that this is not a romantic event, this is an
epi ¢ proportion that's going to inpact the
live of these young people, and they are
surrendering thenselves to the will of this
country and they're dedicating their lives to
say that they too | ove Anerica, and that's
commendabl e.

Thank you, Lieutenant Governor.
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THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Any other Senators wi shing to
speak?

In closing, | just want to thank
Senator Larkin for his work today, and Senator
Skel os.

On behal f of all of us and on
behal f of Governor Cuonb, | just want to
extend our appreciation to General Huntoon, to
our cadets. You make your famlies proud, you
make New York State proud, you nake our

country proud. So thank you for being here

t oday.

And the question is on the
resolution. Al in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Li bous.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Senator Breslin

said we shoul d cl ap.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
at this tinme I would ask ny col | eague Senat or
Breslin's consent and certainly unani nous
consent fromthe chanber to |et
Superi nt endent, Lieutenant General Huntoon
address this body, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Gener al .

SUPERI NTENDENT HUNTOON: Vel |,

t hank you very nuch

| am hunbl ed and noved by these
heartfelt tributes of support not just to
these great cadets of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny, but to all the soldiers,
sailors, airnmen and marines who serve our
country so gallantly today around the world in
defense of all our freedons.

We are absolutely delighted to be
here in the Senate of the State of New York.
We are honme here. And we thank you for so
many reasons. W thank you for your own
service to the nation, for your service to the
citizens of the great State of New York. W
t hank you for your unwavering support of the

United States MIlitary Acadeny at West Point.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2481

W thank Colonel Bill Larkin, our
own great warrior with a distingui shed conbat
record in both the Second Wbrld War and Kor ea,
for sponsoring this great day.

And we thank you again so sincerely
for your commtnent to our soldiers and our
famlies who do serve in harnmis way around the
wor | d t oday.

For 209 years, West Point has been
a proud resident of the Enpire State. From
the Pal i sades to Poughkeepsie, from every
nei ghboring community in the vicinity of Wst
Poi nt, you have al ways been there to help our
soldiers and our civilians and to serve as a
second home for our famlies in the beautiful
Hudson Ri ver Vall ey.

The heart of West Point, though, is
our outstanding cadets. And I'mso proud to
have brought 16 of these great cadets, al
fromthe State of New York, led by their First
Captain, Marc Beaudoin, to this great assenbly
today. And | would tell you that there are
4600 others who remain at West Point who are
here in spirit and thank you for your great

support of the Acadeny.
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That support that you bring is
central to our mssion acconplishnment, the
m ssion at West Point that speaks about the
education, the training, the inspiration of
the United States Corps of Cadets so that each
commi ssi oned graduate is conmtted to the
val ues of duty, honor and country, and
prepared for a career of professiona
excell ence in service to the nation as an
officer in the United States Arny.

Now, | adies and gentlenen, this
sumer we will bring in another 1250 great
young nen and woren from every state in the
uni on, every territory, and from 33 countries
around the world. And they will begin their
own journey to becom ng the | eaders of
character necessary for the great chall enges
of the 21st century. Every cadet will spend
47 nmonths at West Point, and all will conme to
know t he beauty and the hospitality and the
virtues of this magnificent state.

Now, the vast majority of our staff
and faculty, as has been noted this norning,
are veterans of the canmpaigns in Iraq and

Af ghani stan. And they have shoul dered the
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great sacrifice and the burden of those
conflicts, and they have returned to their
New York hone. And at West Point they teach
anot her generation about val ues-based

| eader shi p, about the role of the mlitary
profession in this denocracy, and about

sel fless service to the nation, always gui ded
by our notto: Duty, honor, country.

We coul d not be prouder to serve
here. New York has a distinguished record of
mlitary service that spans all our wars and
is the proud honme of the Arny's 10th Mountain
Division and the great 42nd Infantry D vision.
This state has produced thousands and
t housands of veterans in all the services.
And | know that several of you have served
your country in uniform and we thank you from
t he bottom of our hearts.

Thank you again for this great
honor to gather in this historic place today.
Thank you for everything that you do each and
every day for West Point, for the United
States Arny, for our arned services, and for
t he nati on.

(St andi ng ovation.)
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
at this tinme Senator Larkin has requested that
we open the resolution for sponsorship from
all of the nmenbership of the Senate. If for
any reason there is someone who wi shes not to
be on the resolution, please |let the desk
know.

And, M. President, we're going to
stand at ease for about two minutes so that
nmenbers can shake hands and have a phot ograph
taken with the cadets. And | know that they
have sonet hing that they have to go to
shortly.

So we're going to just stand at
ease for about two mnutes. | would ask
menbers not to go far

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate is at
ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 11:53 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 11:57 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or

Li bous.
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SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

May we pl ease go back to the order
of notions and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH:
Returning to notions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk by
Senator Colden. Could we have its title read

and nove for its inmedi ate adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

resol uti on by Senator Gol den, honoring Antonio
Pel | egrini upon the occasion of his
desi gnation for special recognition.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH:

Opposed, nay.
(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
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resolution is passed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

There's a privileged resolution at
t he desk by Senator Hassell-Thonpson. My we
pl ease have its title read, call on Senator
Hassel | - Thonpson, and then we'll nove for its

i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Legi sl ative

resol uti on by Senator Hassell-Thonpson,
congratulating M. and Ms. Carl Barchus, Sr.
upon the occasion of celebrating their

50t h Weddi ng Anni versary.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President. Just briefly.

The Barchus famly are part of a
tremendous history, lineage in that famly,
and 50 years of nmarriage is sonething that
unfortunately we don't see happen too often

t oday.
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They have rai sed extraordinary
children, and their son is the head of
honel and security for our school district and
does an extraordinary job and was the w nner
of the Joe Galiber Award this year during our
Bl ack and Puerto Ri can Caucus Wekend.

And | thought it would be very
fitting if we celebrated with them 50 years of
what we believe are the famly values of this
state and of a fam |y who has just proven to
be extraordinary in their marriage, their
rel ati onship, their conmunity service as well
as that of their son.

So thank you, M. President, for
the opportunity to speak. And thank you,
Senat or Libous, for allowing the speed with
whi ch this occurred.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Thank
you, Senator Hassell-Thonpson.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Any
opposed, nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
resolution is passed.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| believe we can have the reading

of the noncontroversial calendar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

207, by Senator DeFranci sco, Senate Print
2900, an act to amend the Mlitary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

211, by Senator Ball, Senate Print 3957, an

act to amend the Mlitary Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read
the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

233, by Menber of the Assenbly Gabryszak,
Assenbly Print Nunber 2411, an act to anend
the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Li bous, that conpletes the
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readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.
M. President, is there any further

busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: There
I S none.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you.

There being no further business at
the desk, M. President, | nove that the

Senate adjourn until Monday, April 11th, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days being | egislative
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT ROBACH: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Monday, April 11th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:02 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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