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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

Pl ease rise for the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: The invocation
today will be given by H s Excell ency
Ar chbi shop Tinothy M Dol an, Archbi shop of
New Yor K.

(Appl ause.)

ARCHBI SHOP DOLAN: Thank you.

Let us pray.

We assenble for this historic
event, dear Lord, yes, as grateful citizens of
the state we're so proud to call hone, but
al so as people of hunble faith who sinply yet
sincerely confess, as Anericans, in God we
trust.

Thus do we accl ai m You as our
Creator, who made us in Your own inage and
| i keness, thus rendering the hunan person and
human life itself as sacred, thus endow ng us

with rights calling for protection, and with
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freedom not so nuch to do whatever we want,
but what we ought.

We profess You as a common Fat her
who unites us today, a Lawgi ver who has
implanted within a grasp of the truth and a
thirst for justice, and a belief that we are
at our best when our will is consonant with
Your own.

To these distinguished | egislators,
we ask the gift of the wisdomonly You can
bestow, a reclaimng of the honor and nobility
of public service, and a sensitivity to those
in need. You never sunmon us to a duty
wi t hout supplying us the grace to do it, and
t hat bl essed assurance consol es us as we
sol emml y open today.

May all that we do and dream and
decide here in this historic chanber, nmay it
be, Lord, only to our credit when we one day
stand before You, the ommipotent Lawgi ver and
Supr ene Judge, You who live and reign forever
and ever, anen

THE ASSEMBLAGE: Amen

THE PRESI DENT: The chair now

hands down a nessage fromthe State Board of
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El ections, being the official certification of
the duly el ected nenbers of the Senate, and
directs that the same be filed in the Journal

I would Iike to ask, are there any
Senat ors present who have not taken their
oaths of office yet? If so, please rise.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will call the roll to ascertain a quorum

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Adans.

SENATOR ADAMS: Aye.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Al esi .

SENATOR ALESI : Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Avel | a.

SENATOR AVELLA: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bal |

SENATOR BALL: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Carl ucci .

SENATOR CARLUCC : Present.
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re.

D az.

D | an.

Duane.

Farl ey.

FI anagan.

ent .

Gal | i van.

G anari s.

Col den.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.
SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO He
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR DI AZ: Presente.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR DI LAN: Present.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR DUANE: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Espai |l | at.
SENATOR ESPAI LLAT: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR FARLEY: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR FLANAGAN: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.
SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Pres
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR GALLI VAN: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR G ANARI S: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR GCOLDEN: Her e.
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THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GRI FFO
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR GRI SANTI
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HANNON
THE SECRETARY:

Hassel | - Thonpson.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HUNTLEY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JOHNSON:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KENNEDY!
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KLEI N
THE SECRETARY:

L. Krueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER

THE SECRETARY:

Kruger.

SENATOR CARL KRUGER

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LANZA:

Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or

Senat or

Her e.

Giffo.

Gisanti.

Hannon.

Her e.

Hunt | ey.

Johnson.

Kennedy.

Kl ei n.

Her e.

C.

Pr esent.

Lanza.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senator LaValle.
SENATOR LaVALLE: Her e.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os,

there is a quorum present.

I'"d like to start off by wel com ng
everybody here -- all of the returning
Senators, all the new Senators -- to the
234t h session of this great body. M nane is
Bob Duffy, I'mLieutenant Governor, and it is
an honor to preside over this body.

I"'min nmy 34th year of public
service, this is ny third career in public
service, and | have to admt |'ve never been
so awed as to walk into this great chanber and
| ook around and | ook at the beauty and
magni fi cence of this beautiful building and
the incredibly inmportant work that's done
here.

| cone froma city that has a
medi an fam ly inconme of $29, 000 per year,
peopl e who struggle to put food on their
t abl es, people who struggle to pay their

nort gages, who depend on all of us in state
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government to nake decisions that | ook out for
themand add to their lives and add to the
best interests of how they |ive every single
day across the state. The work that we do
here is incredibly inportant.

And I'd Iike to just finalize ny
comments by saying when | wal ked in here, when
you | ook at this beautiful chanber, this is
one of the nost beautiful chanbers in the
entire country. And the work we do here is so
important. And the perceptions of what we do
out si de sonetines don't match the expectations
that we have. But in this session, there is
no doubt in nmy mnd that we can do sone great
wor K.

| am proud to be representing
Governor Andrew Cuonmp as his Lieutenant
Governor. And | just would ask that this
session that we | ook for ways to cone
together. W're not Denocrats, Republicans,
or independents, we are New Yorkers. And if
we work together as a team and work for the
best interests of everybody around this state,
this session will go down in history as one of

the greatest ever.
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So I welcone you all, I welcone the
famlies here today to this great event, and
may God bl ess you all.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The chair now
hands down a communi cation fromthe Governor

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: "Dear nenbers of
the New York State Senate,

"I woul d appreciate the privilege
of your presence at the Enpire State Pl aza
Convention Center on January 5, 2011, at
1:30 a.m or as soon thereafter as nmay be
convenient, where | will deliver nmy Annua
Message to the Legislature.

“"Very truly yours, Andrew M
Cuono. "

THE PRESI DENT: To be filed in
t he Journal .
Senat or Li bous, why do you rise?
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

M. President, at this tinme | hand

up the following resolution and | ask that it

be read inits entirety and we nove for its
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i mredi at e adopti on, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read the resolution in its entirety.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Li bous, Senate Resol ution Nunber 1, providing
for the election of Dean G Skel os as
Tenporary President of the Senate for the
years 2011-2012.

"RESOLVED, That Senator Dean G
Skel os be, and he hereby is el ected Tenporary
President of the Senate for the years
2011-2012."

SENATOR SQUADRON: M. President,
| believe there is a substitute resolution at
the desk. | ask that the title of the
resol ution be read and nove for its i mediate
adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Squadr on,
why do you rise?

SENATOR SQUADRON: M. President,
| believe there's a substitute resolution at
the desk. | ask that the title of the
resol ution be read and nove for its i mediate
adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
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will read the title of the substitute
resol ution.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Squadron, Senate substitute resol ution
providing for the election of John L. Sanpson
as Tenporary President and Majority Leader of
the Senate for 2011-2012.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Squadr on,
on the resol ution.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.

We all know, colleagues, that the
| ast two years were not easy. But under
Senat or Sanpson's | eadershi p, this chanber
del i vered significant acconplishnents, sone
that had been stalled for decades. Let there
be no m stake: CQur acconplishments in the
| ast two years have nade a difference in
everyday |lives across this state.

Under the Denocratic majority |ed
by Senator Sanpson, we passed the strongest
ethics reformbill in history through both
houses of the Legislature. W nade the

distribution of the Senate resources nore
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equi tabl e anong all nenbers regardl ess of
party. W ended the exclusive authority of
the Senate | eader to decide which bills are
considered on the floor. For the first tine,
important bills cane to the floor and were
debated, including marriage equality, even if
they weren't assured of passage.

We enacted sweeping refornms of the
state's public authorities. W took the |ead
on inmportant reforns to education to win
$700 mllion in federal Race to the Top nobney.
Wth bipartisan support, we passed a property
tax cap and a Green Energy, Green Jobs bill to
fund and train workers to weat herize hones.

We created the Excelsior jobs creation program
and passed a first-in-the-nation Donestic
Wrkers Bill of R ghts, Leandra's Law, the
Dignity for All Students Act, and no-fault

di vorce. W Reforned the Rockefeller Drug
Laws to save taxpayers mllions and strength
communities that have been shattered by nass

i ncarceration

Certainly there were chall enges,
and certainly there is a lot nore to do. |If

Senat or Sanpson is elected, we will see Senate
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action on several inportant itens. As the
first order of |egislative business, we would
make good on the New York Uprising pledge,
whi ch 53 of us current Senators have signed.
It would create independent redistricting,
ethics reform and budget reform And we
woul d push forward nuch-needed canpai gn
finance reform W woul d pass property tax
reformagain and nmake a true investnent in job
creation programs. And we woul d ensure that
har dwor ki ng New Yorkers who hit a rough patch
are able to depend on a hel ping hand from
their state, with unenpl oynent benefits and
job training and a renewal and strengthening
of New York's rent regulation |aws.

In the past year and a half,
Senat or Sanpson has mmi ntai ned the goodwi || of
nmenbers on both sides of the aisle and gui ded
this body to these acconplishments and nore.
| urge ny coll eagues to support this
resolution to make the Denocratic | eader,
Senat or John Sanpson, President Pro Tem

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or.
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On the substitute resol ution
of fered by Senator Squadron, all those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The nays have it.
The resolution is defeated.

Senat or Li bous, your resolution is
now before the house.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

M. President and ny coll eagues, it
is with great honor and privilege that | stand
bef ore you today to put a nom nation for
Tenporary President and Majority Leader of the
Senate, Senator Dean G Skel os.

Over the past couple of years we
have had, as Senat or Squadron said, sone rea
chal | enges before this house and certainly
before this state. Senator Skel os has the
| eadership ability, the courage and the
passi on to address those very, very tough
i ssues that we face.

He under stands that New Yorkers

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.
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fromall across this state, fromBuffalo to
Long Island, are struggling and many of them
are out of work. He understands that this
state has taxed people out of their hones and
that that policy has to change. He
understands that the state spends too nuch and
we have to reduce the rate of spending just

i ke every New Yorker has had to reduce the
rate of spending at hone because their

pocket books have been pinched.

Senat or Skel os has served in this
chanber for many years. He has served on both
sides of the aisle. He understands the needs
of the menbers in this chanber, both sides of
the aisle, and he has the | eadership ability
to lead us, with our new governor, Andrew
Cuono, during this very, very turbulent tine.

My friends, it is the right choice
today, it is the right choice for the future.
And it is indeed an honor for ne to put before
you the nanme of our friend and our next
| eader, Dean G Skel os.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senat or.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

16

I now recogni ze Senator Johnson for
t he purposes of secondi ng the nom nati on.

SENATOR JOHNSON: | take great
pri de and pl easure in advancing, as a second,
t he nom nation of Dean Skelos. He and | have
been acquainted for nany years. | have seen
him performas a Senator and as a | eader, as
he formerly was the | eader, Majority Leader,
and is nowreturning to his rightful position.

During the hiatus of two years, he
had the strength and the fortitude and the
ability to keep the Republican conference in
good nood, keeping us working together, not
splitting off because we lost. W stayed
together. W still advanced what we thought
was right and tal ked agai nst what we thought
was wong. And | think he deserves a | ot of
credit for doing that.

And so right now l'd like to say
that the second |I'mputting forth is for the
second termof this | eader who has
denonstrated his ability in the past, is going
to continue doing so, and we're very proud of
you, Dean.

Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: The question is

on the resolution. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

And the chair states for the record
that Senator Dean G Skel os has been el ected
Tenporary President of the Senate for the
years 2011-2012.

(Ext ended standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you.

|"ve received a conmuni cation from
t he Senate Denocrat Conference that Senator
John L. Sanpson was el ected as the Mnority
Leader of the State Senate, and | ask that it
be filed in the Journal.

And | add ny personal
congratul ati ons, John.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: For the record,
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the chair recogni zes that Senator John L
Sanpson was el ected Mnority Leader of the
State Senate for the years 2011-2012, and
notice will be filed in the Journal.

Senat or Sanpson.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

On behal f of the Denocratic
Conference, | want to extend congratul ati ons
to you, Senator Skel os.

Dean, you have nore hair than
have.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SAMPSON: And | hope
after the next two years you continue to have
nore hair than | have.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SAMPSON: | really want
to take this tine and really extend a persona
wel come to each of our new nmenbers, the |ucky
13, on both sides of the aisle. You are
comng to the Senate at a very difficult tine,
facing very difficult choices in the weeks and
nont hs ahead.

I will never forget ny first day
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here in this roomwhen | net former Majority
Leader Joe Bruno. He said to ne, he said,
"Senat or, congratul ations, and wel cone to the
State of New York State Senate. You will go
far and you will do many great things here in
Al bany. But al ways renenber one piece of

advi ce: Never forget your district."

It's good advice because, as is
al wvays said, all politics is local. And while
we have our differences on various votes and
causes, as one colleague to another, let ne
urge you to follow that advice. Do not forget
your districts.

Now t he el ections are over and the
hard work truly begins. This is 2011. This
is a new decade. Let this be the decade of
the people. Let's work together to give
New Yor kers a governnent as good as they are
in a state worthy of the title as the Enpire
St at e.

A lot of pundits and nany
politicians preach how great New York used to
be. But let's be clear. New York wasn't the
Enpire State because of the Legislature or the

government. Wiat nade New York great and what
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wi |l make New York great again is a spirit of
i nnovation, a conmmtnent to entrepreneurship,
and a strong, growi ng, and vibrant m ddle
class. Those things cone from people, not
from gover nnent .

It used to be very sinple. You
pl ayed by the rules, you worked hard, you
could provide for your fanm |y and have a piece
of the American dream New York was a pl ace
where people cane in search of a better life,
and many of themfound it.

The problemis that Al bany becane
t he place where good ideas and snart policies
came to die. It didn't happen at once. A tax
hi ke here, a little borrowi ng there, one-shots
all over the place, and soon we were billions
of dollars in debt and no easy options to fix
t he probl em

| am proud we were able to pass a
budget | ast year that protected the m ddle
class, that didn't raise incone taxes or a
soda tax. |'malso proud we passed a property
tax cap -- not once, but twice -- and | hope
the Assenbly will join us this year in getting

it passed.
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"' m proud we worked together to
keep our parks open so that m ddle-class

New Yor kers coul d take a staycation because

they couldn't afford a vacation. | am proud

we won Race to the Top. | am proud we passed
authorities and pension reform |'m proud we
passed Green Jobs, Power for Jobs. |'m proud

we passed no-fault divorce, a Donestic Wrkers
Bill of R ghts, and brought nmarriage equality
to the floor.

But, ny coll eagues, the past is the
past. And nowit's tine to change and now
it'"s tinme to lead. New Yorkers have a | ong
hi story of activism |eadership, and dissent,
not just for change in New York but for our
country and around the world. The | abor
novenent, the abolitionist novenent, the fight
for suffrage, the Stonewal |l uprising, the
continuing struggle for reproductive rights,
marriage equality, personal privacy -- al
have roots here in New York.

In nost instances, the people were
ready for change well|l before we were ready.
Maybe that's the way it's supposed to be.

Sonetines a di fference between a nob and
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denocracy is an el ection.

So maybe, just maybe, the
Legislature is a circuit breaker designed to
| ook at the bigger picture and itself only
limted by the Constitution, courts and
executives fromexcess. For far too long the
circuit breaker has been sw tched off, and
it's tinme to flip it back on

New Yor kers want Al bany to sol ve
their problens. It's tine we ensure pledges
made becone prom ses kept. They are demandi ng
reform and we should give it to them W
need to pass the Governor's ethics package,
which we will soon receive. W need to pass
budget reform W need to pass independent
redistricting. Fifty-three of us signed Mayor
Koch's pledge. It was a very sinple nessage
for all of us here in Al bany and in our
districts: Keep your prom se, pass the
pl edge.

You want nore sunlight, you want
nore transparency in Al bany? Keep your
prom se, pass the pledge. You want a budget
that is actually bal anced, no gi mm cks, no

ganmes? Keep your prom se, pass the pledge.
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You want fair and conpetitive elections? Keep
your prom se, pass the pl edge.

Wiile we're at it, let's bring
t hose votes of conscience to the floor such as
marriage equality and reproductive health
acts, to the floor for an up-or-down vote.

| still believe we can change
Al bany. And | also believe in the power of
partnership. Senator Skelos, it's in your
hands, it's in your |lead. But we will be
there right with you when we agree. Wen we
di sagree, we will challenge you. As Dr. King
once said: Alnobst always, the creative,
dedi cated mnority has nade the world better.

That is what we plan to do, and
that is what we will do. W wll be commtted
and we will be a conpassi onate opposition, but
nost of all we understand that it takes a
partner to begin to understand and relieve the
m ddl e class of the struggles that they face
on a day-to-day basis.

If we work together, we will |essen
the burden that governnent has passed on to
the mddle class. W wll transform our

econony, we will create jobs, and we wl|
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unl eash the innovative and can-do spirit of
the people of the State of New York, and once

again we can becone the Enpire State.

So, M. President, | want to thank
you. | want to congratul ate nmy coll eague
agai n, Senator Skelos -- this is a man who |
respect -- and, as always, tell everybody

about politics. Politics is tenporary

busi ness. Friendships last forever. W can
have our agreenents and di sagreenments, but we
nmust understand that our responsibility is not
to the special interests, our responsibility
is to the people that we represent.

This is going to be a very
difficult year for all of us. The cuts are
billions of dollars. But we have to
understand that in order for us to give people
the opportunity -- ny father canme froma
country to Anerica with $20 in his pocket, and
he was able to achieve the Anerican dream W
want to give every New Yorker the opportunity
to achi eve the American dream

Senator Skelos, it's your |ead,
time to lead. | want to congratul ate you

And I'"'mhere to work with you and nake sure
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that we provide that opportunity that we had,
but nost of all for the opportunities for the
ot her people in the State of New YorKk.

Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or Skelos, will you pl ease
stand and neet ne at the well, along with your

brot her, the Honorabl e Peter Skel os, and your
beautiful wife, Gail, and son, Adam to be
sworn in as the Tenporary President of the
Senat e.

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: WIl you
rai se your right hand and repeat after ne:

|, Dean G Skelos --

SENATOR SKELCS: I, Dean G
Skel os - -

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: -- do
solemly swear --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- do solemly
swear - -

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: -- to
uphol d the Constitution of the United

States --
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SENATOR SKELGCS: -- to uphold the
Constitution of the United States --

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: -- and
that I will faithfully discharge --

SENATOR SKELCS: -- and that |
will faithfully discharge --

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: -- the
office of President Pro Tem --

SENATOR SKELOS: Tenporary
President Pro Tem

(Laughter.)

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: Ckay, the
of fice of Tenporary President Pro Tem of the
Senate --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- the office of
Tenporary President Pro Tem of the Senate --

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: -- of the
State of New York --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- of the State
of New York --

JUSTI CE PETER SKELOCS: -- to the
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best of ny ability, so help nme God.

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- to the best
of ny ability, so help ne God.

(Ext ended standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Ladi es and
gentl emen, our Tenporary President of the
Senate. Pl ease wel cone Senator Skel os.

Senat or .

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you very
much. And 1'd like to wel come you, our new
Li eut enant Governor, to this wonderful
chanber. |It's going to be a unique but
wonder f ul experience having you preside. W
are a great group of people, a divergent group
of people, different parts of the state. And
as we have our neetings here and our
di scussions fromtinme to tine, you'll see what
a wonderful group of people that you'll be
presi di ng over.

So | wel cone you to the chanber

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senator. Thank you. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: Your Excell ency,

Ar chbi shop Dol an, | thank you for your
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prayers, the chanber does, and we appreciate
your | eadership on behalf of the people of the
State of New York.

Thank you for being here.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELOS: Senat or Sanpson,
| congratulate you on your election. And I
can honestly say that | enjoyed the order of
the resolutions this year nore than | did two
years ago.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELCS: M wife, Gil;
my son, Adam ny father, who's here, Basil,
who is 90 -- al nobst 90 years ol d.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: Still drives
hinmsel f to work every day, and keeps saying to
saying to ne, "Wiere's ny STAR rebate check?"

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: To ny brothers,
sisters, sister-in-laws, brother-in-|aws,
ni eces, nephews. You have been so wonder f ul
to me over the year, supportive. And as |
said earlier today, w thout the foundation of

your famly, whether it's brothers, sisters,
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ni eces, nephews, son, wife, you really have
nothing. And life truly is, nunber one, about
your famly, and certainly then the profession
that we | ook to go into.

Tom | want to thank you, Senator
Li bous, for your kind nomination. And to ny
dear friend Senator Owen Johnson, | thank you
for seconding the nom nation.

I'"'mnot going to have | ong coments
t oday, because our new Governor has asked ne
to nmake conments on the floor. So to avoid
redundancy and to avoid spending a ot of tine
right now -- because we have to go not
convention center -- at this time I'd like to
i ntroduce our new State Senators.

First 1'd like to introduce Mark
Gisanti. Mark?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELCS: From Nassau
County, Senator Jack Martins. Jack?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELCS: Senator Patrick
Gl livan. Senator?

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR SKELGCS: | think | was
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al nrost his age once, when | canme here. But
our new Senator, Senator Lee Zeldin.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELOGS: For mer
Assenbl yman and now State Senator Tom O Mar a.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: W have our new
Senator Patty Ritchie.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELCS: And finally,
former Assenbl yman and now Senator G eg Ball.
G eqg?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: | just want to
say what an honor it is to all of ny
col | eagues, to all of mny colleagues that are
here, that you' ve elected ne your Tenporary
President and Majority Leader. | know in your
hearts you really wanted to vote for nme --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- but this is
t he process.

And | believe that the process that
exists in this state -- and it can al ways be

i mproved -- is a wonderful process where we
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can come together, as | nentioned to the
Li eut enant Governor, fromall parts of the
state, different interests, different
constituencies, different backgrounds. But
the challenge for us this year is truly going
to be to make it work.

So, Senator Sanpson, and to all of
our colleagues, this is going to be a
chal l enging year. And with this challenge, we
cannot pass the opportunity to reform and
change this state.

Senat or Sanpson, you nentioned
certain pledges. Let nme nake a pl edge that

we' ve nade throughout the |ast two years. W

will not be raising taxes. That's a pl edge
that we will keep.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: As i ndi cated by

t he new Governor and the necessity that exists
with the spendi ng binges that went on in the
past, we will cut state spending. It's

absol utely necessary because the peopl e of
this state can no |longer afford the cost of
state governnent.

And probably the nost inportant
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pl edge that we have to keep, and what the
peopl e of New York are crying out for, and
that's for us to enpower and help create
private-sector jobs.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: W will restore
decorum dignity, and respect to this
beautiful chanber. We will start session on
time. And we will --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELCS: And we will take
up bills that are introduced and sponsored by

both sides of the aisle. Legislation --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: Legi slation wll
be debated, and bills will pass and bills wl|l
fail. But | think that's what our denocracy

is about, the opportunity to discuss
| egi sl ati on and have up-or-down votes.

And | think that's critically
important, that if we do this and we act with
decorum that we can restore the faith of the
people in this chanber

And if we partner with our new

Governor, with Speaker Silver, we will have a
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t remendous opportunity to turn around this
state, nmake it the Enpire State once again,
and bring the respect to this chanber that we
will earn this year as Republicans and
Denocrats wor ki ng together.

So | thank you for the opportunity,
| thank you for the challenge, and | | ook
forward to a productive, productive session
this year. Thank you nuch

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
at this tinme | hand up the follow ng
Resol uti on Nunber 3 and ask that the title be

read and nove for its imredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read Resolution Nunber 3 inits entirety.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Skel os, Senate Resol ution Nunber 3, that
Francis W Patience of Latham New York, be
and he hereby is elected Secretary of the
Senate for the years 2011-2012.

"RESOLVED, That Francis W Patience
of Latham New York, be and he hereby is
el ected Secretary of the Senate for the years

2011-2012."
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THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The chair states for the record
that Francis W Patience has been el ected
Secretary of the Senate for the years
2011-2012.

M. Patience, | ask that you now
join your dear nother, Mary Elizabeth
Pati ence, acconpani ed by your brother, Tom at
the well, to be sworn in by Senator Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: You ready for
t his?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SKELGCS: | do solemly
swear - -

MR. PATI ENCE: | do solemly
swear - -

SENATOR SKELCS: -- that | wll

support the Constitution of the United

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

35

States --

MR. PATI ENCE: -- that | wll
support the Constitution of the United
States --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

MR PATI ENCE: -- and the
constitution of the State of New York --

SENATOR SKELCS: -- and that |
will faithfully discharge --

MR PATI ENCE: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- the duties of
the office of Secretary of the Senate --

MR PATI ENCE: -- the duties of

the office of Secretary of the Senate --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- of the State
of New York --

MR PATI ENCE: -- of the State of
New York --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- to the best

of ny ability --

MR PATI ENCE: -- to the best of
nmy ability --

SENATOR SKELGCS: -- so help ne
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God.
MR. PATI ENCE: -- so help nme God.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Congrat ul ati ons.
(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Ladi es and

gentl emen, our Secretary.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could have Resolution 4 nowread in its

entirety and nove for its inmedi ate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read Resolution Nunmber 4 inits entirety.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Skel os, Senate Resol ution Nunber 4, that
George R Federoff be, and he hereby is

el ected Sergeant-at-Arns of the Senate for the
years 2011-2012.

"Resol ved, that George R Federoff
be, and he hereby is el ected Sergeant-at-Arns
of the Senate for the years 2011-2012."

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Congratul ati ons, M. Federoff.

For the record, M. Ceorge R
Federof f has been el ected Sergeant at Arns for
the years 2011-2012.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Congrat ul ati ons.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |
bel i eve there are Resol utions Nunber 5 and 6
at the desk. May we pl ease have themread and

nove for their imredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
wi Il now read Resolution Nunmber 5 inits
entirety.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Skel os, Senate Resol ution Nunber 5, resol ved
that the Tenporary President appoint a
commttee of two to informthe Governor of the
el ection of Dean G Skel os as Tenporary
President of the Senate for the years
2011-2012, and that the Senate is organized

and ready to proceed with business.
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"RESCLVED, That the Tenporary
Presi dent appoint a conmmttee of two,
conprised of Senator Patricia Ritchie and
Senat or Ti not hy Kennedy, for the purpose of
i nform ng the Governor of the election of Dean
G Skelos as Tenporary President of the Senate
for the years 2011-2012, and that the Senate
is organi zed and ready to proceed with
busi ness. "

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al those in favor please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os appoi nts Senators
Patricia Ritchie and Tinothy Kennedy to wait
upon the Governor that the Senate is ready to
proceed.

The Secretary will now read
Resol ution Nunber 6 in its entirety.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Skel os, Senate Resol uti on Number 6, resol ved
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that the Tenporary President appoint a
committee of two to wait upon the Assenbly and
i nformthat body of the election of Dean G
Skel os as Tenporary President of the Senate
for the years 2011-2012, and that the Senate
is organi zed and ready to proceed with
busi ness.

"RESCLVED, That the Tenporary
Presi dent appoint a conmmttee of two,
conprised of Senator Mark Gisanti and Senator
GQustavo Rivera, for the purpose of waiting
upon the Assenbly and inform ng that body of
the election of Senator Dean G Skel os as
Tenporary President of the Senate for the
years 2011-2012, and that the Senate is
organi zed and ready to proceed with business."

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os appoints Senators
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Mark Grisanti and Gustavo Rivera to wait upon
the Assenbly that the Senate is ready to
proceed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |
believe there are two resolutions, 7 and 8, at
the desk. My we please have the titles read

and nmove for their inmedi ate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read Resolution Nunmber 7, title only.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Skel os, Senate Resol ution Nunmber 7, providing
for the adoption of the rules of the Senate
for a certain period of tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Secretary will now read
Resol ution Nunber 8 in its entirety.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
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Skel os, Senate Resol uti on Nunmber 8, providing
for the hours of neeting by the Senate for the
years 2011-2012.

"RESOLVED, That unl ess ot herw se
ordered, the hours of neeting of the Senate
shall be as follows: Mndays and Tuesdays at
3:00 p.m, Wednesdays and all other days at
11: 00 a.m "

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |
hand up two commttee assignnments and ask that
such assignnments be filed in the Journal.

THE PRESI DENT: Notice will be
filed in the Journal.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

the Senate will stand adjourned until Monday,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

42

January 10th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
being |l egislative days. W w Il now proceed
to the Enpire State Plaza Convention Center
for the Governor's State of the State address.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adjourned until Mbnday,
January 10th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egi sl ative days.

The Senate will now proceed to the
Enpire State Plaza Convention Center for the
Governor's State of the State address.

(Wher eupon, at 12:53 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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