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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Senate will please cone to order

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: In the
absence of clergy today, nay we bow our heads
in a noment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nmonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Monday, May 31, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Sunday, My 30,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.
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Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, on
behal f of Senator Stachowski, on page nunber
30 I offer the follow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Nunmber 604, Senate Print Nunber 7664,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, on
behal f of Senator Sanpson, on page nunber 37 |
of fer the foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar
Nunber 154, Senate Print Nunmber 5262B, and ask
that said bill retain its place on Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
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bel i eve there are substitutions at the desk.
| ask that we make the substitutions at this
time.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will proceed with reading the
substi tutions.

THE SECRETARY: On page 36,
Senat or Stavi sky noves to discharge, fromthe
Committee on Hi gher Education, Assenbly Bill
Nunber 10118 and substitute it for the
i dentical Senate Bill Nunber 7748A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 658.

And on page 36, Senator Huntl ey
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on
Mental Heal th and Devel oprmental Disabilities,
Assenbly Bill Number 10448 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunber 7649,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 661.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Substitutions ordered.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
believe there's a resolution at the desk by
Senator Adans. | ask that the resolution be

read in its entirety and nove for its
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i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senator Klein, has this resolution been deened
privileged and subnitted by the office of the
Tenporary President?

SENATOR KLEI N: Yes, it has,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senator Adars,

| egi sl ative resol ution honoring the
di stingui shed veterans fromthe State of
New Yor k upon the occasion of their induction
into the New York State Senate Veterans Hall
of Fame, to be celebrated on June 1, 2010.
"WHEREAS, Menbers of the Arned
Services fromthe State of New York who have
served so valiantly and honorably in wars in
which this country's freedom was at stake, as
well as in the preservation of peace in
peaceti ne, deserve a special salute fromthis
Legi sl ati ve Body; and
"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concern, and in full accord with its

| ongstanding traditions, this Legislative Body
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is justly proud to honor the distinguished
veterans fromthe State of New York upon the
occasi on of their induction into the New York
State Senate Veterans Hall of Fane, to be
cel ebrated on June 1, 2010; and

"WHEREAS, New York State Senate
Veterans Hall of Fanme inductees are nenbers of
any branch of the United States Arned Forces,
whi ch include Arny, Navy, Coast Guard, Air
Force and Marine Corps. These exceptional nen
and worren are chosen for this prestigious
honor based on either service in conbat or
not abl e work performed after discharge from
service; and

"WHEREAS, The 2010 i nduct ees
i ncl ude Joseph Conace, John J. Perrone, David
J. Cark, Kevin M Ryan, Lillian Yonally,
Ri chard Pedro, Jereny K. Torrisi, Herbert
Barret, Charles W Merriam Edward Borowski,
Robert Tom Ri ordan, Ruben R Pratts, Charles
"Jeff' Scherz, John C. Donovan, Jerry
WIllians, Lester R Mise, Jr., Ralph Esposito,
Richard S. Tibbetts, Pat Devine, Lester
Model owi t z, Ant hony Zi ppo, Eugene M Sherry,
Joe Ceurter, Thomas F. Sharpe, Ri ck Connors,
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Ronal d Tocci, Patrick W Welch, Ph.D., Ral ph
Kring, Bob Modran, Chester A Scerra, Thomas G
Seifert, Randol ph WI kerson, Jam e-Lynn
W nkler, Eli Vetrano, Mtthew George Francis
Ryan, Ed Zal uski, Frank Tracz, Randy Dupree,
Stanl ey Rychlicki, Rich 'Rodeo' Washi ngton,
Sam St ahl man and Job Mashari ki; and

"WHEREAS, The banner of freedom
will always wave over our bel oved New York and
all of America, the Land of the Free and the
Home of the Brave; and

"WHEREAS, The freedons and security
we cherish as Anericans cone at a very high
price for those serving in the mlitary in
times of conflict. It is fitting and proper
that we who are the beneficiaries of those who
risk their lives nmust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their
country; and

"WHEREAS, Qur nation's veterans
deserve to be recogni zed, comended and
t hanked by the people of the State of New York
for their service and for their dedication to
their communities, their state and their

nati on; now, therefore, be it
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"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor the
di stingui shed veterans fromthe State of
New Yor k upon the occasion of their induction
into the New York State Senate Veterans Hall
of Fane, to be celebrated on June 1, 2010; and
be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the 2010 i nductees.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Adans, on the resolution.

SENATOR ADAMNS: Thank you,
M. President.

First 1 would just like to say that
there was a certain |level of energy that was
in the air as we held a cerenony for our vets
over at the Legislative Ofice Building. You
woul d have thought that, you know, there were
sone rock stars that were here. There was a
bi parti san show of just affection.

And we are proud just to have our
vets here. Each one of the nmenbers in the
Senat e nom nated one individual. M colleague

Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins and | put
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together the plans for this event today. And
al though we called it the Hall of Fane, we
would like to look to call it the Hall of
Honor, because you honor us with your
presence.

And this is what's great about
Anerica, and it's really what's great about
this Senate, you know, and the camaraderie. |
say over and over again we wll haggle and
argue about legislation and bills, and we w ||
debate about things that matter to us. But
we're able to use paper and budgets -- we
don't have to use bullets -- because of you.

You know, this land we call the
hone of the free and the |and of the brave is
because of nen and wonen |ike you, that in
spite of danger, in spite of fear, in spite of
your commtnent to famly, you chose to adorn
a uni formand go abroad and make sure that
we're safe here at hone.

And we have an obligation, | never
forget -- sonetimes when the vets conme in ny
office and they talk to me as the chair of the
committee and | | ook at their faces as they

tal k about the conplexities of navigating the
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bur eaucracy of government -- you served us

wi th honor. You should not have to return to
Anerica and have battle scars of getting the
resources you deserve.

There's no reason our nen and wonen
who cone hone from fighting abroad can't have
free school and colleges in a college-friendly
canmpus. There's no reason that they have to
worry about issues in Afghanistan and then
worry about | osing their homes to foreclosure.
I f John the soldier can search for bin Laden
in the cave, then he can conme here to Anerica
and search for Ben the robber as a police
of ficer.

We must understand the conplexities
of going through the transitional period from
conbat to civilian life, and we shoul d not
penal i ze you because of those conplexities.

W | ost a countless nunber of nmen and wonen
t hrough the Vietnam War, | say over and over
agai n, because we didn't have the services
that they deserved and that they needed.

This Hall of Honor that we're
creating, because you're representative of the

many nmen and wonen who will go unnoticed, who
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will only have one parade, who will only have
one day of coming hone -- but we in the State
Senate, we're saying no to that. W want a
conti nuous and constant rem nder that no
matter how difficult governnent is and no
matter how many bills cone before us and no
matter how many things we nmust do of bal ancing
budgets, we will never forget our vets.

That's the greatest synbol we can
say to Anerica as we start our session every
day and do the Pl edge of Allegiance. The true
pl edge is a pledge to the nen and wormen who
make sure that this country is safe. And
that's what you did for us. And it's nore
than just veterans of wars, it's nore than
just veterans during peacetinme. You are
veterans of life.

And the difficulties of fighting a
battl e should not be al so i ncreased by com ng
honme. And that's what true patriotismis. As
| said earlier, it's not merely waving the
flag in front of our home. Patriotismis
never forgetting the men and wonen who have
served us throughout the years. W're proud

of that as State Senators. It doesn't natter
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if it's Buffal o, Binghamton or Brooklyn, we
are proud of that in a very uniformfashion.

W will set aside any disagreenents
to come to a bipartisan understandi ng that we
respect and we honor you and we thank you for
the energy you brought inside this Capitol and
i nside the program we have today.

These are our honorees in the Hal
of Honor for 2010. And we conmend you for
your service to this country and what you
continue to do for this great country, the
United States of America. W' re united
because of nen and wonen |ike you. | thank
you.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Adarns.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Yes, thank you,
M. President.

| just want to rise to pay tribute
to my veteran over here, who's a nenber of the
G eatest Ceneration, WA2. A renarkabl e nman

who was a V-12 person. That's the best and
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the brightest.

They sent himoff to college, he
went to Hanpton- Sydney and came out an ensign
and was commander of an LCS | anding craft that
was at Saipan. And if it wasn't for the
atom ¢ bonb that was dropped on Japan, he was
ready to go to -- the next assignnent was to
i nvade Japan.

He's a remar kabl e man who owns an
agency that goes back a hundred and -- let's
see, 1895, | think that would be 115 years.
The Merriam Agency. And his son is now
running it, and it's been in the famly for
115 years.

He's a remarkabl e person that 1've
known al nost ny entire political |ife, which
is 40 years, and sonebody that's always been a
supporter of mne but, nore than that, a rea
hero to our community. Charles Merriam
congratul ati ons and we're proud of you.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Farl ey.

Senat or Lar ki n.
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SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you
M. President.

And wel conme, ny conbat veterans of
these wars: World War |1, Korea, Vietnam a
couple of little pinches in the islands,
Bosnia, lraq |, and now lraq Il wth
Af ghani st an.

You know, | was talking to ny
veteran, Tony Zi ppo -- please stand, Tony.
Tony Zi ppo had two tours in Vietnam

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Tony i s what
each and every one of us getting out have to
come to. Tony is involved not just because
he's a veteran service officer, but we dragged
himinto the Purple Heart Hall of Honor. And
he said, "Gee, I'Il volunteer." | said,
"Good, we need a treasurer. You' ve got a
background in accounting.” He's nowthe
treasurer, and he can pay all the bills.

But you know what? This is the
greatest country in the world. Wiy? Because
of you. Look at one another. 1'Il bet |
talked to 25 of you. Not one of us talked
about conbat. We tal ked about Buffalo. What
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did we talk about? Patrick, stand up and | et
ever ybody know you.

Patrick, Patrick is doing sonething
for veterans in education --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: -- that you
can't beat. As a matter of fact, we've
recruited himto come to Orange County for our
vill age housing. Thank you, Pat.

But that's what we need. You know,
a |l ot of people on the outside want to hel p.
You know what's mi ssing? They really don't
know what you need. They don't know what you
see in young kids com ng hone. | don't
remenber all those kids com ng hone with half
aleg, no arm half the head blown off. W
saw them but they got out of the way right
away. Today, with the news nedia, they're in
your face.

And of course we have those
| apl azard [sic] people who are now sayi ng, Oh,
| didn't nean to say that | was in Vietnam |
nmeant to say sonething else. They're a
di sgrace to this country and to you, every one

of you, because you served. You answered the
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cal I .

And you were there to show t hese
peopl e here -- and these people in this
chanber, the 62 nmenbers, are serious about
hel pi ng you. But you've got to go and tel
them | got nore fromPat this norning, got
two ears full -- with the hearing aids that
aren't working too, Pat. But you've got to
step forward and hel p us.

You're heroes. The problemis, a
| ot of people out there don't appreciate what
you' ve done because you don't go braggi ng
about your story. | read a story yesterday
where a guy said, You know, | was mad at
Vietnamand | hid and | snoked and | did this,
| did that, and | spat at them And now he
wants to apol ogi ze.

I can tell hima place in DC
there's a big black wall. There's a mniature
of it in Sullivan County; he doesn't live far
fromit. He can go there and nake an apol ogy
to those who never nade it hone.

To those of you who made it hone,
I"mvery proud of you. The best part of ny

life was serving 23 years on active duty, from
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a private to a lieutenant colonel. And on the
way | net sonme of the nobst bravest, honest,
dedi cated, committed Americans, and they're
just |ike you.

Thank you, and God bl ess you all.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Larkin.

Senat or Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

This is one of the greatest days in
our Senate chanber. For many of us, it was an
enoti onal weekend. Many of us attended the
Menorial Day cel ebrati ons and we honored those
who nmade the ultinmate sacrifice. Today, |
want to congratul ate each and every one of our
heroes that have cone to this chanber on
behal f of all of the nmenbers. And you are now
in our Senate Hall of Fane.

My particular hero -- and | woul d
ask himto stand -- is Kevin Ryan, who is a
Vi et nam War veteran. Kevin, please stand up.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR BONACI C: He is here with
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his bride Martha of 42 years, who's behind ne
up in the gallery, his son Patrick, and Terry
Breitenstein, who's the head of the Veterans'
Servi ce Agency of U ster County.

I want to stress two quick points.
Every veteran that is still alive today is ny
“Anerican ldol." That's nunber one. And
nunber two, we are honoring you today not only
for your service in the different wars that
you served, but the service that you give
every day to veterans who need help and to
people in your community. You are stil
serving, you are still our heroes, and you are
still ny Anerican |dol.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Bonacic.

Senat or Espada.

SENATOR ESPADA: Thank you,
M. President.

| too would like to exercise the
privilege of the house and ask ny honoree,
Herb Barret, to please stand. His son,

M. Barret, is also upstairs. M. Herb
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Barret.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR ESPADA: | want to repeat
what's been said about their heroism but |
know the tinme is limted. | want to
particularly thank M. Barret for his work at
that Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx and the
devel opnent of a nmenorial there in tribute to
VWrld War 11, Vietnam Korean vets.

And his work, as the Senator just
spoke, carries on on a daily basis. Even
yest erday, we spent sone great tine at the VA
hospital, the VA hospital where ny father, a
Korean vet, could not be at. He's at a
nursi ng home. W can't communi cate; advanced
denentia is his issue. But the fact that |
was there with other Korean veterans nmade ne
feel like I was with nmy dad, the fact that we
were tal king about the circunstances and the
afflictions of the day.

In the early 1950s, ny father did
not serve with other Anericans. That is, he
served directly fromPuerto Rico, could not
speak English, was brown-skinned, and was

relegated to his battalion. | think others
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coul d speak to sonme of the issues of the day
whi ch resulted in behaviors now in our core
beliefs now that we | ook back and say, WWw, we
behaved |i ke that then.

| just want to read from an
editorial that appeared two days ago in El
Diario la Prensa, that we should | ook beyond
the bargains, the comrercialization of these
hol i days, that we should look to the
devastation of war which is so w despread and
so deep. That we should | ook at the fact that
in lrag and Afghani stan we've | ost sone 5, 000
to 6,000 young nen already. Just a couple of
weeks ago, Sergeant Edward Rivera was lost to
us fromNew York City, on May 25th.

That the issue of post-traunatic
di sorder is real, is very real and persistent.
That 26 percent increase in the suicide rate
of some of our veterans, that the nunber of
honel essness of our veterans that come back,
the nunber of -- interestingly enough, the
nunber of persons, 28,000, that continue to
gi ve service that are noncitizens of the
United States of Anerica.

| want to call attention to this
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only because the freedomfighters that sit
there, the honorees that sit there, braved up
during the previous conflicts and wars. They
went into battle as one. They planted the
seeds that led to the intensity, the vigor
that saw us through the civil rights novenent
of the '60s, that continue to propel us to
great heights as a people.

Even today, we go into the cal endar
to deal with a Donestic Wrkers' Bill of
Rights. Later this year, and hopefully soon,
we'll deal with farmmorkers. W deal with the
i ssue of human rights and civil rights on an
ongoi ng basis. And these brave heroes went
into war with the conplexities that we live
wi th oursel ves, then and now.

But it was your efforts as warriors
that make us better today. That is, it wasn't
a one-tinme shot. It was an investnent in how
we as human bei ngs evol ved, how we continue to
brave up, to imtate what you did so nany
years ago. Today, we val ue those core val ues,
we take themto heart, and it arnms us with the
ability to give justice to those who have

none, to give voice to those who have none.
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Thank you for your contributions, because they
are everl asting.

Thank you so very much
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Espada.

Senator Smith.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Col | eagues, today is a very specia
day, a day that, one, we want to obviously
t hank our coll eagues in the Senate -- Senator
Adans, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins -- for
bringing to us sonmething that fromtine to
time, if we are honest with each other, we
tend to forget.

You need to understand, ny friends
who have served in a conflict, there are just
certain times in this chanber that we wl|
pause our deliberation of the legislative
busi ness that we are charged to do and
actually read an entire resolution. That
resolution is archived. And just as the

conflicts that you served in are part of
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history, so too will this resolution be
forever in the archives of the State Senate.

So your great-great-great
grandchildren at any point in time, Lester
Muse, will be able to go to the Internet, | ook
up the day when we honored M. WI kerson and
said what we thought about the conflict that
you were in. M. Scherz, the uniformthat you
wear fromWrld War |1 is one that many people
have not seen in this chanber

Each and every one of you served.
And as | said to you earlier, the comm tnment
that we nade to you, every norning when you
rose up, you didn't have the option of saying
“I"'mnot going to go out on the battlefield,
I"'mnot going to deal with this conflict
today." You couldn't tell your sergeant or
your captain or your general that "I'm not
goi ng because I'mtired."

Vel |, Senator Adans tal ked about
the conflict that you are now experiencing on
this ground. So our commtment to you, and I
ask nmy coll eagues to support this, is that we
will make sure that every day that we get up

and every day that we're on the floor of this
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Senate, we will not exercise the option of
di scretion to not choose to deal with a bil
or to deal with an issue that you had.

Qur commtnent is when you call, we
will answer. Qur conmmitnent is when you cone
to our office, you will see us. Qur
conmitnent is when that bill comes to the
floor, we will pass it. Because just as you
refused to and coul d not exercise the option
of discretion not to serve that norning, we
choose to take that same path.

W can't do what you did, because
we were not there. But if we can do just a
little to show you our appreciation -- not
just by having this resolution passed today,
not by just archiving it so that it is here
until the year 2050 and beyond, but to know
t hat when you come to our office, when you
call us on the phone, and when a bill that is
on this schedul e today that Senator Adams put
forward conmes up, we will pass it unani nously
wi t hout questi on.

So I want to thank you for being
here today. | can't tell that | understand

what you' ve been through, because | don't wake
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up in the mddle of the night with sone of the
chal | enges that your nenory has. Wat | can
tell you is that as long as | have breath and
as long as God has given ne the opportunity to
serve in this body, when sonething comes
forward that is related to you, you can be
assured | will be as forceful as you were when
you were in that conflict.

So | want to thank you. Know that
I will continue to pray for you and your
famly. And always know that | amhere to
serve you, along with our coll eagues.

Thank you, and God bl ess.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Smth.

Senator Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO. Thank you,

M. President.

Senat or Adans said today that these
fine individuals were greeted |ike rock stars.
And they all started out really as everyday
citizens who dedicated thensel ves to service
to this great country, who did that with

courage, with honor, and with distinction.
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They went from everyday citizens to
extraordinary individuals who are truly the
heroes of this great country.

And | am honored today to have with
me an individual who served in Wrld War |1
I"d like to ask Charles "Jeff" Scherz to
pl ease stand. Jeff?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR GRI FFO Jeff is a nmenber
of the U S. Arny, served during World War |
under General Patton, was involved in D Day
and the Battle of the Bulge. He really is a
tremendous individual, not only in service to
his country, but when he cane out of the
mlitary, he served his community and was
el ected mayor of the Village of Boonville.

So to Jeff and to all of the
veterans who are here today, so sinply we can
say thank you. But | believe what is so
i mportant to each and every one of us is to
continue to reflect what you all stood for and
how you conducted your lives. So we have an
obligation and responsibility to continue to
be attentive and responsive to veterans'

i ssues and needs, to not only those who are
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living but those who continue to serve.

And also | think all of us have an
obligation and responsibility to |ive our
lives with that sane unabashed passi on that
you had for patriotismfor this great country.

So to each and every one of you,

t hank you and God bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Giffo.

Senat or Hunt | ey.

SENATOR HUNTLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Senat or Bonaci ¢ sai d sonet hi ng that
was very interesting. He said Sunday and
Monday were two days where we really realize
what veterans nean. Every year when we go for
the laying of the weath and to talk with
famly menbers, | think it just |eaves
basically a hole in your heart.

And yesterday as we were | aying
wr eat hs, you know, | was thinking about the
young nen and wormen who have died so that we
could be free. Because that's actually what

it's about. 1In this country we have the best
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freedom system going that there is, and al
because of the veterans.

| have a young nan, Lester Mise.

Pl ease stand up. He's ny honoree.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR HUNTLEY: And he proudly,
proudly wears a Purple Heart.

And he is a fantastic human bei ng.
He's director of ny veterans affairs at ny
office. | have a full veteran program And
Lester Muse is the one that nakes things
happen. And | want to publicly thank himfor
goi ng beyond the call of duty, because that's
who veterans are. They don't know when to
stop. If there's a project, Lester goes on
and on and he gets the job done.

Hs wife, Ms. Mise, is up there.
There she is. Ms. Mise, stand up.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR HUNTLEY: And | just want
to tell you that today is a great day. And
commend all you veterans. And | also bring
special greetings fromny husband fromthe
United States Marines. He is a Marine -- you

never say "was," he is -- and he brings
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greetings also to all of you.

Thank you kindly for com ng.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Huntl ey.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise, along with my coll eagues,
to honor the gentlenen that are here today and
to say thank you. And first off, let nme say
thank you to Senator Adans and Senator
Stewart - Cousins for making this day possible.

We say thank you around Menoria
Day, but unfortunately we don't say thank you
enough. And | think at times like this we
have to reflect on the sacrifices that were
made by your brothers who never made it hone

and certainly for the deeds that you al

per f or med.

Joseph Ceurter is my honoree today.
And, Joe, would you please stand up? | want
to read --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LI BOUS: Joe, please
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st ay.

I just want to read one paragraph,
M. President, because | think this says it
all, not only for what M. Ceurter gave but
al so for what his coll eagues that sit before
us and for what many others did so that we
could stand here in this chanber and enjoy the
freedons and exercise the -- nost of the
time -- inportant debate and ot her tines
debate that kind of exercises the jaw

But Joe Ceurter, in one brutal
engagenment with the Communi st North Korean
Arny, a nortar shell exploded near him
knocki ng hi m unconsci ous. Thi nki ng he was
dead, his unit was forced to retreat as the
position was being overrun by the eneny. Joe
regai ned consci ousness as he was bei ng
punmel l ed by the rifle butt of an eneny
soldier, and he quickly leveled his rifle and
killed his attacker. Joe continued firing on
the eneny soldiers, eventually forcing themto
retreat.

Serving in the Korean War, Joseph
Ceurter was awarded two Silver Star nedals,

two Bronze Star nmedals, five Purple Hearts for
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his many heroic deeds in the service of our
country.

Joe Ceurter, God bless you, and God
bl ess your col | eagues.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President,

t hank you, and thank you again to Senator
Adans and Senator Stewart-Cousins for
sponsoring this dedication.

The gentl enman who is ny honoree is,
| believe, one of the ol der gentlenen, Stanley
Rychlicki. Stanley, would you stand? Can you
hear ne, Stanley?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR VOLKER: Stanl ey was a
staff sergeant. And as you can see, he has a
| ot of battle ribbons. He fought bravely in
the Second World War.

It's ironic, because he is going to
be 91. M father-in-law, who was actually
there in Europe at the same tine, but fought

with Patton -- and |I' m hopi ng he's wat chi ng,
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because ny father-in-lawis not really well.
He lives with us because we refuse to put him
in a nursing honme, and we take care of him at
hone. He's actually very sharp; it's just
that he's hard to get around.

But when | | ook at Stanley, | think
to nyself -- by the way, he was junping up and
down before. | think he has nore energy than
| have. But he's a classic exanple of the
kind of gentlenen -- and | nean gentl eman --
who have fought so nany of our wars.

Stanley is from Cal edoni a,

New Yor k, which is Livingston County, from
Western New York. The people of his area are
so proud of him And | want himto know | am
so proud of him al so.

So thank you, Stanley, so much for
com ng here and for what you did.

(Appl ause.)

MR RYCHLI CKI : You' re wel cone!

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Vol ker.

Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NQzzOLI O Thank you,
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M. President and ny col | eagues.

The lives of the patriots, the
Anerican patriots who are chronicled here
today are awe-inspiring. W should invite
them here each and every week, because this
body benefits fromthe honor that's been
bestowed to our country by the sacrifices of
t hese wonderful veterans. It is ny honor to
stand anong you.

I wish to recognize the
contributions of R ck Connors. Rick, would
you pl ease stand?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thr oughout hi s
26 years of mlitary service, Rick earned over
15 nedals, with a nunber of commendations for
his service. He served beginning in 1963, and
through his active duty and through his tine
in the Reserves perforned with great dignity
and distinction in every capacity on behal f of
hi s nation.

That we have benefited fromRick's
service and all the service of all our
veterans here. | think Senator Larkin said it

best: As those who have given so rmuch for our
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nation so that we could enjoy the greatest
standard of living, the greatest denocracy in
the history of the world, that freedom was
because of your sacrifice, and we stand on
your shoul ders.

Ri ck Connors' 26 years of service
woul d be enough, and his distinction in that
capacity woul d be enough to have himbe a
menber of our Mlitary Service Hall of Fane.
But Rick continues as an advocate for veterans
across the greater Finger Lakes region, and
Ri ck has taken on a responsibility as a
spokesperson and as the | eader of the Sanpson
Vet erans Menorial Cenetery Committee, which is
dedi cated to constructing, on the |ocation of
hal | owed ground in the Finger Lakes region, in
the heart of the Finger Lakes region, a place
of a hundred acres anong a | arger place where
during World War 11 and in preparation for
every battle that has taken place fromthe
Wrld War Il conflict to today, 750,000 air
men and sailors train at the Sanpson Naval
Base and then the Sanpson Air Force Base.

That base is being turned into the

Sanmpson Veterans Menorial Cenetery, which wll
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be a lasting nenorial to the service of al
veterans. All veterans are welcone to lie
there as a final resting place. It is a
beautiful location. 1It's hallowed ground
where nany who trained there fought to serve
their nation and never returned hone after
that training and encounter.

But Rick is president of the
Sanpson Cenetery, and that he is working very
hard, al ong with hundreds of other veterans
fromacross our state and nation who are
trying to establish and have done great work
and are ready to establish later this year a
first-class, world-class veterans cenetery, a
| asti ng pernmanent nenorial to the sacrifices
of all veterans.

Thank you, Rick, for your efforts.
Thank you veterans all for making our nation a
free and denocratic place.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Nozzoli o.

Senat or Breslin.
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SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| first of all would Iike to thank
Senat or Adans and Senator Stewart- Cousins.

And | have two individuals. One |
share with Senator Libous, and that's Richard

Pedro. Would you stand?

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR BRESLI N: Di ck served in
the Navy during World War I, from'44 to '47,

in a very active way, and since that tinme has
been involved in a tremendous amount of
veterans activities spanning sone fifty-plus
years.

In addition to that, in 1984 he was
naned an adj utant, and has served, because of
his professionalism his honesty, and his
participation in veterans' activities, from
"84 to present.

W sal ute you, we sal ute everyone

here for your service to your country. Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
SENATOR BRESLI N: And now | turn
to a young wonman. That's Lillian Yonally.
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Wul d you stand, please, Lillian?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: | won't mention
how ol d you are, Lillian.

Il will nmention, though, a very
secret time in U S. history where Lillian was

able to join really the Air Force, the Wnen's
Service Aviation Unit, in Wrld War I1. And
she joined at 21. She began flying when she
was a teenager.

And during World War 11, when
pilots were going abroad, Lillian was here
training additional pilots and taking the
pl ace of pilots. Also, being up in planes,
she was flying planes and acting as target
practice for people who were training to go
across to serve in war.

The men in the Air Force didn't
want to acknowl edge the role of wonen for fear
that they would steal their thunder. 1t does
sound like a man, Shirley Huntley said. Wll,
she was flying planes that were brand-new,
that hadn't been tested -- she flew B-25s --
and provided a trenendous service.

But then, near the end of the war,
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rat her than acknow edgi ng wonen and their
participation -- the Air Force was a little
nervous, they didn't want the secret out --
t hey di sbanded. And what they did was they
al | oned t hese wonen, when they di sbanded,
to -- they took their uniforns and had the
wonen pay their way hone.

And it wasn't until 1977 that our
government and the Air Force recogni zed the
great contributions that these wonen made.

And earlier this year, after
| egi sl ati on was passed with the intervention
of President Cobanm, Lillian was presented with
a Congressional Gold Medal Recognition Award
for her service. And, you know, to wait from
VWrld War 11, with all those m ssions,
training people, to wait to 1977 to be
acknow edged for your participation in the war
effort, and to sit silently by, is a great
tribute to Lillian Yonally.

And it's ny honor to have her here
as ny friend and a great participant in Wrld
War Il and one of the Greatest Generation.

Thank you, Lillian.
(Appl ause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Breslin.

Senat or Al esi .

SENATOR ALESI : Thank you,

M. President. On the resolution.

My col | eagues, | thought | was
ready to junp right in with my first sentence,
but Senator Breslin just pulled nme off track
with his coments. It made ne think of nmy own
not her, actually, who was in the service. She
was in the Arny during World War I1. And so
thank you for that nonent, a pleasant nenory.

I'd be proud to have sponsored and
joined with any of the people that we're
honoring today in the Hall of Fame. A
remar kabl e group, each with a remarkabl e
story. And what a recipe, if you take all of
t hese nmarvel ous i ngredi ents we have, for the
freedomthat we enjoy in this country and who
has served in what different era.

But today | have the pl easure of
wel com ng Col onel John Perrone. John, would
you just rise for a nonent so that we could
recogni ze you and thank you, along with

ot hers?
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR ALESI : We used to cal

him " Mjor" back home, but not for his service
in the Arny. He had so nany years in the
sheriff's departnment, but as a major, finally.

What we cane to know about John
Perrone was that he has 35 years of conbined
service in the Reserves and Active. But it
wasn't until the Aynpics in Salt Lake City
that he was asked to return to active duty.
And this is when we | earned of his rea
expertise in things that we weren't paying
much attention to.

And he was asked to serve as the
antiterrorismchief for the Aynpics in the
US., in Salt Lake City, at a time when the
wor |l d was wel comi ng people frommany countries
all over and we hadn't yet quite focused a
whole ot on terrorismas we know it today
until, while they were doing that, there was
an attack on the Wrld Trade Center. And of
course that brought a whol e new di nension to
honel and security. And the things that we
worri ed about then becanme weapons of nass

destructi on and other kinds of terrorismthat
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went way beyond nornal conventional security.
Col onel Perrone was thrust into
t hat whol e scenario when he was at the Salt
Lake City games, and | ater was asked to use
his expertise and becane, after the 9/11
attacks, the Commander of Joint Operations at
Guant anano, where he oversaw 1200 nen and
wonen in uni formand 600 people that were
detai ned at that high security and very
dangerous place. People that, as we know, had
no good intentions towards the United States.
A very difficult position to be in,
but one that drew upon the expertise, the
si ngul ar expertise, in many instances, of John
Perrone. He was also, as a result of that,
the principal advisor to the Departnent of
Def ense on all aspects of security operations.
So we think of our friends -- he's
a neighbor, a friend. He's joined today by
his wi fe, Susanne, and his son, M chael, and
good friends Debbie and Gene Caccanise --
who's a Western New York Bricklayers'
representative. | wanted to nake sure | get
that in, Cene.

But nost inportantly, know ng John
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as a neighbor and friend and soneone that, if
you | ook at everybody that we're honoring
today -- regular, everyday Anericans, until
somet hi ng excepti onal happens in our lives and
we | ook to soneone else to take care of it for
us.

And over the years and over the
generations the people that we' re honoring
today -- the people that have served in so

many different capacities, that have been

willing to answer that call of duty and that
have given us the sense of security -- are so
wel | deserving of today's honor, |'mjust so

proud to be joining ny colleagues in the
Senate to recognize all of them And
especially, for ny purposes, ny good friend
Col onel John Perrone, and who is currently
still serving, as the director of Honel and
Security Managenent Institute.

So, | adies and gentlenen, Mom and
Dad, | want to thank you again fromthe bottom
of ny heart, all of you and your famlies. W
have the honor of joining you, and | can't
tell you how great an honor it is for me to be

with you today.
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(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank

you, Senator Al esi.

Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you,
M. President.

| too rise in honor of all of our
vets here today and across this great nation
and around the world. And | have with nme
today a young man, Ruben Pratts, who -- stand
up there Ruben -- | adies and gentlenen, he
just finished yesterday putting on the
143rd -- stay standi ng, Ruben, stay
standing -- putting on the 143rd consecutive
| ongest-runni ng Menorial Day parade in the
nation in Brooklyn yesterday, and had tens of
t housands of people show up and t housands of
vet erans marched t hrough Brookl yn.

You did a great job.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR GOLDEN: Ruben, after
graduati ng high school, went into the Marine
Corps. In Thanksgiving of 1967, he was
assigned to the Il11-MAF of the 1st Marine

Di vision, 7th Engineer Battalion | Corps in
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Da Nang in Cctober of 1968 to Decenber 3rd of
1968, and then the 11th Marine Division and
Engi neer at Phu Bai .

While in Vietnam he hel ped save a
fell ow Mari ne under sniper fire and had him
evacuated. One week later, as a result of the
Tet offensive flare-up, Ruben was wounded
whi |l e doing guard duty in the bunker. And at
the end of Septenber, on patrol on Route 1,
his truck was hit and he was wounded again
al ongsi de several other Marines and a killed
in action.

What's so remarkabl e about Ruben,
as he was renoved from Vi et nam and sent over
to finish his tinme over in Hawaii before he
was di scharged, was his ability to put on that
par ade yesterday, but also that he's involved
in Community Board 3, that he serves on the
New York Heal th and Hospital s Wodhul | Medi ca
Center Auxiliary Board, the Local Precinct
Council of the Police Department, the SRO
Advi sory Board, and he's al so a nenber of two
bl ock associ ations and was the president of
both of them

What' s al so i npressive about

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4419

Ruben -- I"mnot even going to go into the
nunber of nedals that he received, because
each of our vets received many nedals up here
today. But I will tell you that Ruben today
has devoted his tinme to cultural and ethnic
associ ations, serving as the president of the
Nati onal Federation of Puerto Ri can Pioneers.

And he's al so included the
di fferent organi zati on he belongs to and risen
in and served as an officer of: The Mlitary
Order of the Purple Heart, the past New York
State Commander -- twice -- Comrand Chapter
405, Brooklyn, New York; Senior Vice
Commandant, Mari ne Corps League 226, Disabl ed
American Vets 154, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
and currently Ruben serves on the United War
Council and on the New York Menorial Day
Parade Committee as Chief Street Marshal,
whi ch that was the Menorial Day Parade that he
brought down Third Avenue just yesterday in
Br ookl yn.

Thi s nation needs and our soldiers
returning fromservice need the role nodels
that are here -- |ike you, Ruben, and like the

men that are right next to you that have
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served our great nation -- they need that
inspiration and that notivation to be able to
go on and do the things that you have done and
to stay involved in our communities and to get
i nvol ved wi th our VFW and our Anerican
Legi ons and our brick and nortar and to help
to be part and to grow this great nation.

They have served so well, and it's
i mportant that we bring themin. Over a
t housand are dead today in Afghani stan,
thousands in Irag. Fifteen hundred veterans
di e each and every day here in this nation,
and many of themfromWorld War |, World War
1, Korea, Vietnam But some of them stil
are dying fromVietnam fromthe effects of
Vi et nam

W need to be able to take care of
those returning. W need to be able to make
sure they get a good coll ege education. W
need to be able to deal with post-traumatic
stress so they have the ability to live a good
life and a good quality of life here in this
great nation.

You guys have nmde those

commtrments. And we've got to continue,
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continue to drive and give the ability for

t hose young nmen and wonen to get the jobs they
need and to have the futures that they require
tolive in this great nation. You guys have
done that. You've given themthat

opportunity.

Conti nue to be those rol e nodels.
Continue as we as this great State Senate up
here try to bring those rules and | aws and
regul ati ons together so that we can nake it
easier for our men and wonen as they return so
that they get that good quality of life.

Thank you for your service. Thank
you for your service to this nation and to our
communities. God bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Gol den.

Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you. Thank you, M. President.

It is certainly an honor to rise
and to address these wonderful patriots and
citizens, those who have given so nuch and

continue to this day to give.
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| want to thank Senator Adans
because | did get a chance to cosponsor today,
only because | knew it was tine. | saw ny
first induction into the Senate Hall of Fane
before I was elected, and I was inpressed and
honored that the Senate woul d have such a Hall
of Fame. And since |'ve been a Senator, |'ve
had the opportunity to induct people on a
yearly basis. But | wondered how many of ny
col | eagues actual ly t ook advant age of
congratul ati ng our veterans publicly.

And al t hough nost probably did, |
t hought and Senator Adans thought it would be
wonderful if we could, this year, bring you
all up here and tell you collectively and
personal |y how grateful we are that you have
given so much to us. And not just send things
down to our districts, but to bring you here
so that you know that the connection between
you and this |egislative body is unbreakabl e,
and to let you know that who you are is the
essence of what we are.

The reason why we don't have any
debates about this is because you nade it

possible for us to have this. W can debate
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bills because you fight for freedom W
understand that you are the reason that we do
what we do. So yes, we have an open and
listening ear, and a comritnent to you to work
on making it the best Anerica it coul d be.

And for ny own honoree, Eli

Vetrano -- Eli, would you |like to stand?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Many of
us, I'msure all of ny colleagues went to

Menorial Day services and recognitions. And
Eli, inthe Gty of Yonkers, has been behind
every single one for decades.

He spent two years in the Arny,
1950 to '52. Wat's nost renarkabl e about El
is that he never stopped being a soldier. And
when he cane hone, he spent every nonent not
only reaffirmng what it was he knew to be
true, but making sure everyone el se understood
what it was that patriots such as our veterans
do for our country.

Eli has been affiliated with the
Anerican Legion for nore than 15 years. He
served as the commander of the Donal d Konrade

Post 1954 for 16 years. Chairman of the

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4424

Central Committee of War Veterans of Yonkers.
He's al so the chairnman of sonething called
"Color Me Proud,” and that is taking to our
school s pictures, flags, and meki ng sure that
our children get invol ved.

Eli nade sure that the Dignity
Menorial honoring our Vietnamvets cane to
Yonkers, and he made sure that Yonkers had a
huge nonunent to Gold Star nothers so that we
understand the sacrifice of the famlies of
peopl e who don't return fromthe war.

I could go on and on about what El
nmeans. Because Eli understands that by
reachi ng everyone where they are, the next
generation -- now he's also in our veterans
agency naking sure that people returning have
what they need -- that we best serve our
country and best serve the nenory of those who
have paid the ultimte price.

| thank you all for your enduring
commtrment to our country. | thank you for
taking tinme out of your schedule to conme here
to be part of this hunble celebration. And I
t hank you again for just being you. W honor

you. God bl ess you. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank

you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Fol ey.

SENATOR FOLEY: Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the constituents of
the 3rd Senatorial District, I'd like to thank
all the veterans who are bei ng honored here
t oday.

As has been nentioned yesterday and
t hroughout | ast weekend, Menorial Day weekend,
it was one of the great responsibilities that
we have as elected officials to participate in
those particular events. As | said throughout
the weekend, and it's even true today, the
Menorial Day services are services that unify
us as Anericans, that unify us as citizens of
New York and in the respective conmunities
that we live in.

It's that sense of unity and that
sense of purpose which is why we're here today
to honor, through our Senate Hall of Fane, the
many veterans who are here within the chanber

One who is not in the chanber but
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was here earlier is the honoree fromthe 3rd
Senatorial District, Sam Stahl nan. Sam
St ahl man has been a constituent and a famly
friend for many, nany years. He served in the
United States Arny, the Infantry Division. He
enlisted, as a matter of fact, at the age of
17. He took part in the European theater of
war. As a matter of fact, he was anong the
early waves of the Normandy invasion and al so
took part in the Battle of Bastogne.

And al t hough Sam was wounded in the
Battl e of Bastogne, and in fact received the
Purple Heart, he went on to other battles
t hroughout that particul ar war where he
received the Purple Heart, where he received
twice the Bronze Star, and where his division
al so received the Presidential Ctation two
times. But what he's nost proud of, |adies
and gentlenen, is the fact that he received
the Conbat Infantry Badge, which he wore very
proudly for all the Veteran Day services for
t hese nmany years.

So Sam Stahl man is the honoree
within the 3rd Senatorial District. W honor

himtoday. W also honor all of our veterans
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who are here today to say thank you, you nean
the world to us, and this is one way that we
can show our appreciation.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Fol ey.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thank you.

| think we all honor our veterans
because we know in our hearts and in our m nds
that freedomisn't free. And you are the
folks that paid the price for the freedomthat
we enjoy. And so whenever we are able to say
exactly what is on our mnds in public, or any
variety of things -- where this denocracy
permts us to pretty nmuch say and do anyt hi ng
except overthrow the governnent -- we
recogni ze that these freedons are there
because of our Constitution and because you
went to war to protect those freedons for us.

But |I'm here today for -- actually,
he's ny second nost favorite veteran. M
first nost favorite veteran is ny father. But

after nmy father cones Ron Tocci. Ron Tocci,
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woul d you stand?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: And of
course in this chanber this man needs
absol utely no introduction.

Wiere to start? You know, | have a
t wo- page summary of all the things that Ron
has done for the veterans of this state. |
for sone reason thought we weren't going to be
able to speak, so | left it on ny desk in the
office. But I will tell you a few things that
I know very personally because we're nei ghbors
and live close to each other.

Ron served in Korea. But when he
came back, his mnd was still with the people
he had served with. And he was thinking and
t hi nki ng about how he could do nore for the
peopl e that had served that maybe hadn't
recei ved the kind of welcone and support that
t hey needed when they cane back.

So what Ron did is he, oh, starting
in the md-'60s, nmaybe early '70s, he got
el ected to our Westchester County Board of
| egislators. And he was a very active

| egi sl ator on behalf really of everyone. And
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because of his fine record, he was then

el ected to the New York State Assenbly in
1984. He and | won -- | won for the Senate,
he won for the Assenbly in that sane el ection.
And we had a good tinme canpai gni ng together.

Well, once Ron got into state
government, he was seriously pursuing all his
interests in how best can | hel p veterans.

And within a few years, he becane the chair of
the Assenbly Standing Conmmittee on Veterans
Affairs. And fromthat place he had a rea
podi um on which to develop |egislation, find
out what was needed by veterans all around
this state.

And he did. He noved around the
state, everybody got to know him as the
spokesperson for veterans, trying to seek out
what was nost needed by the veterans that had
cone back and needed assi stance.

So then, after that -- we still
have nore -- he joined the adm nistration, the
Governor's adm nistration, and he becane the
first Conm ssioner of Veterans Affairs in
New York State, and he did that for severa

years. And | think Ron stepped down about two
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or three years ago.

And fromthat podium he just did
so much for the veterans in this state. He
opened four veterans hones all around the
state. He saw what needed to be done in
educati on, what needed to be done in housing.
He is about the best advocate, | think, for
veterans that New York State has ever had.

And so | amvery, very proud to be
honori ng Ron Tocci today, ny dear friend and
al so a great advocate for veterans.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Oppenhei ner.

Senat or Owen Johnson.

SENATOR ONEN JOHNSON: Thank you,
M. President.

I'"d like to associate ny views with
t hose of others who have prai sed the honorees
today. W say they're here to be honored by
us, but actually we're honored by their
presence. And we're very pleased that you're
here. W're very appreciative of your
servi ce.

My honoree today is Richard
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Ti bbetts. He's a hero in his |local conmmunity
of Lindenhurst. He led the Menorial Day

par ade yesterday, the day before. And he
served, he was called to duty by the U S. Arny
in 1966, and he served until 1972 with the Big
Red One Division, 1st Infantry Division.

For his service in Vietnam he was
awar ded the Vietnam Service Medal with three
Bronze Stars, Republic of Vietnam Canpaign
Medal , National Defense Service Medal, Conbat
I nfantryman Badge, Sharpshooter Rifle Badge
and a Purple Heart.

Upon his return to his community of
Li ndenhurst, he joined the Veterans of Foreign
Wars, and he has been the conmandi ng officer
for alnbst 15 years. Everyone in the
community loves him He serves in the Town of
Babyl on Vet erans CERT Conmittee where all the
veterans post, very active in that. And the
quality of his |leadership is he was just
reel ected again for conmander.

As | said, he was the grand narsha
of our parade and we're very proud of him and
we're certainly happy that we have the

opportunity to congratul ate and conmend him
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t oday.

Thank you, Richard.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you Senat or Johnson.

Senat or Hannon.

SENATOR HANNON: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, I amthrilled to be
here today to hear of all of the exploits of
you heroes. It is just an anazing footnote to
havi ng Menorial Day yesterday, and |
congratul ate all of you

I"'malso thrilled to get a chance
to speak about a gentleman who's been
introducing me for over a decade at Menoria

Day cerenmpnies in Garden City, and that's John

C. Donovan. | wonder if you'd stand.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR HANNON: Not only has
M. Donovan been active and been a hero -- and
"Il tell you about his nedals -- but he has

been the spark for keeping alive honoring
t hose peopl e who have served, died for our

country.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4433

And | always think it's appropriate
to participate in the cerenoni es because after
all, governnment had started, had nmade the
deci sion, had commtted a draft and commtted
people to war, and unless we so honor
everybody who served, we have not done a good
enough termas our job as public officials.

John Donovan is the recipient of
several mlitary awards: The Bronze Star,

Vi et nam Servi ce Medal, National Defense
Servi ce Medal, Republic of Vietnam Canpaign
Medal , Presidential Unit Citation, Meritorious
Unit Ctation, Overseas Conmbat Bars, and a
Parachuti st Badge, all in connection with
serving in conbat in the Vietnam War, '68 and
' 69.

He's al so been the commander of the
Wl liam Bradford Post in Garden City, which
has enbraced t he parade, thousands of people
com ng out every Menorial Day. And because
Long Island, the middle of Nassau County is

the heart of aviation

- Lindbergh took off
just a short distance away, we had Mt chel
Field, we had staging for all of World War |

right fromthe plains of Henpstead, and at the
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other end of my district we have Republic
Aircraft, Republic Airfield now, which has the
Aneri can Airpower Miseum where many flights
were flown yesterday in nenory of parachutists
who had di ed.

Keeping the spirit, keeping the
honor alive, holding the tradition of service
to our country as a noble and just cause, we
honor John inducted into the Hall of Fame
today and honor all of you who are inducted
because you have done great things for our
country.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Hannon.

Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President.

M. President, like all of ny
col |l eagues, | rise to express ny gratitude and
appreciation to each and every one of these
di sti ngui shed nenbers of our arnmed forces,

each of whomin their own way has contri buted
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to bringing us to this very day.

Menorial Day certainly is a day
upon whi ch we pause and we reflect, and I'm
sure each of these gentlenman and | adies
perhaps reflect nore deeply than the rest of
us on this particular Menorial holiday. But
we're here to recognize and add to our Hall of
Fane each of these distinguished veterans.

I would Iike to recogni ze Ral ph
Kring. Ralph, if you mght rise.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SALAND: | heard
reference to what has now beconme part of our
routine |exicon, which is "the G eatest

Generation," thanks to Tom Brokaw. And he is
part of that G eatest Generation.

And upon graduation from Hudson
H gh School in Colunbia County in 1944, he
enlisted and served in the Pacific, being in
the Philippines and |later stationed in Japan.
Went in as a private, obviously, and cane out
as a sergeant. Has been involved for decades
with the Veterans of Foreign Wars, rising to

the position of post commander of the VFWin

the Town of Ghent.
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And his contributions didn't stop
nmerely with his service to his country and to
his conrades in arns. He's contri buted
mghtily to his community. And while he's
been deeply involved with the VFWfor decades
since his joining in the aftermath of Wrld
War |1, he and nenbers of his famly as well
are deeply involved in our comunity.

And | think it's inportant to note
that his wife, Florence, is here in the
gallery, | believe, and his children are here.
And his children served in the community, as
does their dad. They're certainly devoted to
his principles of participation and patriotism
and gi vi ng.

And in speaking with hima bit
earlier, his youngest son is currently
conpleting a tour in lIrag, where he is serving
as a sergeant, Sergeant Mark David Kring, and
he and his famly | ook forward to the
concl usion of his one-year tour and his return
hone within the next couple of weeks.

So God bl ess you for your service,
Ral ph, God bl ess certainly your son for his,

and God bless all of you for your

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4437

contributions to this great nation. You
probably have done nore for us than we can
ever do for you. And we wel conme you and thank
you for participating in the cerenony.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Sal and.

Senat or Thonpson.

SENATOR THOVPSON: Yes, it's with
great privilege and honor that today I
nom nate Captain Matthew Ryan to the New York
State Senate Veterans Hall of Fame, fromthe
60th District.

Wul d you be kind enough to stand
up?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR THOMPSON: | support the
nom nati on of Captain Matthew Ryan to the
New York State Veterans Hall of Fame for nany
reasons. Captain Ryan has placed hinmself in
harm s way during several tours of duty,

i ncludi ng Iraq and Af ghani stan. He stood
wat ch at G-ound Zero follow ng the 9/11
attacks. Because of his dedication and

| eader shi p, Captain Ryan has been awarded the
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Bronze Star, the Arnmy Achi evenent Medal and
canpai gn ri bbons for Irag and Afghanistan. He
continues to serve his country as a conmander
with the HHT 2nd 101st Cal vary.

When Captain Ryan is not somewhere
in the world keeping Anerica safe, he can be
found putting his |leadership skills to use in
the classroom He's a Spanish teacher at
Grover Cevel and Hi gh School in Buffalo,

New York. Ryan is an Arny-certified |inguist
who speaks over nine | anguages.

If we could put our hands together
one nore time for him

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Thonpson.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,
M. President. | rise to join with ny
col | eagues to salute these distingui shed nmen
and wonen.

Every single day the nationa
medi a, when we turn on the news at 6 o' clock,
show us or they try to show us what's w ong

with Anerica. Let ne introduce sonebody to
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you that makes America right, and that's

Mari ne veteran Robert Tom Ri or dan.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Tomis a man
who has -- a very sinple man who wal ks around

our community and has dedi cated every single
day of his life to help veterans, whether it's
the VA hospital out in Northport or his own
post in Merrick, where he served as the
commander for a nunber of years. He's been a
menber there for over 20 years. But every
singl e day he thinks about how he can nake a
veteran's life better.

You know, yesterday | saw him at
his best, as chairman of the Menorial Day
parade in nmy honmetown conmunity in Merrick
When | approached the parade, | saw hi m gat her
his troops, and | | ooked at the nmen and wonen
with their battle scars and aging. Their
pants were so neatly pressed, their shoes were
shined, their jackets so neat, their ties were
perfect as they matched down the double yell ow
line on my honetown on Main Street. They
didn't sway left or right, they kept going

down the street so perfectly. And the crowd

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4440

of over 2,000 people gave themthe salute, the
appl ause, the just recognition that they
deserve.

And, Tom 1've always respected and
adm red you for your work, but npst
importantly, | respect you as a human bei ng
who's done so much for our comunity and so
much for this nation

Tomis joined by his wife,

Margaret. They have three children and
10 grandchildren that occupy sone of their
time when he's not in the command.

Tom thank you and God bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Fuschillo.

Senat or Ranzenhof er.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you
M. President.

I"mproud today to join with ny
Senate coll eagues in welcomng you all here to
the New York State Senate and al so
congratul ati ng you on your entry into the
Veterans Hall of Fane.

One of the things which is very

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4441

interesting as | sit here and listen to all
the other speakers -- and they've all been so
el oquent -- is that whether you served in
Wrld War Il or Korea or Vietnam Iragq,

Af ghani stan, is what you have done after your
mlitary service as well. Cbviously there are
many who have nmade the ultimte sacrifice, and
you've all gallantly served our country. But
after com ng back to our country, your lives
did not stop there. You continued to serve
our comunity.

Wth that, I'd |ike to introduce ny
nom nee, who Senator Larkin also recognized
earlier, but I would like Dr. Patrick Welch to
stand up, please, again.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR RANZENHCFER: Patrick
thank you for joining us today.

I've known Patrick for a nunber of
years, and | think Dr. Welch really typifies
and exenplifies what each and every one of you
have done. And that is, after service -- and
Pat was badly injured in Vietham He was so
badly injured it took himtw years to

rehabilitate fromhi s wounds.
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But he carried on after that, he
raised a famly -- married 42 years, four
children -- and one of his daughters, Deanna,
is up here today fromthe Capital Region; she
joins us. Deanna, thank you for joining us,
with your dad -- and went on to serve our
comunity.

And | first got to know Patrick
when he was recruited to serve as the Director
of Veterans Affairs for Erie County. And he
took a departnent that had been squanderi ng,
to sonme effects, and really gave it a
tremendous anmount of | eadership and advocacy.

And one of the things that | always
remenber in nmy encounters with Pat is we would
conduct veteran outreaches into the conmunity.
And one of the things that Pat would say to
vet erans who have conme hone, when they were
trying to find out what benefits were there
for them it wasn't what you were entitled
to -- he did not viewthis as an entitlenent,
but he viewed this as sonething that you
earned for your service.

And that is the way that he

approached his job with Veterans Affairs. He

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4443

was a real asset and still is a real asset to
the conmunity and, going out, would never
hesitate to speak to any group to hel p any
veteran, any veteran at any tine with any
probl em that they had.

And he continued his advocacy. As
I was marching in ny |ocal Menorial Day
parades, | was having this discussion with
Pat, and Pat was down in Washington, D.C
with the Rolling Thunder -- again, supporting
veterans in our nation's capital. So going
fromBuffalo to Washington, D.C., back to
Buf falo, and then to be here today, Pat is
al ways reaching out to help fell ow veterans.

And |'mvery pleased that Patrick
is going to continue to serve our community
with a new position at Daenon Col |l ege --
agai n, hel ping veterans, hel ping them and
their famlies for all their service to the
comunity.

So again, Patrick, with your
col | eagues, nen and wonen, | want to thank you
for your heroic and valiant service to our
country and for your continued, continued

service to our community and all the veterans
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that serve. Thank you again for joining us
here today.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Ranzenhof er.

At this point we will pause briefly
during the consideration of this resolution so
that the chair nmay recogni ze Senator Peralta
for the purposes of a brief introduction of a
group fromhis district.

Senator Peralta.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to wel conme the
students and faculty as well as Dr. Regina
Carroll, the superintendent and CEQ, of the
Lexi ngton School for the Deaf Center. They're
visiting us today in Al bany.

And | wanted to just talk
briefly -- if you could please stand -- |
wanted to talk briefly about the Lexington
School for the Deaf Center. It has served the
br oader deaf and hard-of -hearing conmunity of
New York since 1964, over the |ast 146 years.

The Lexi ngton School for the Deaf
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and Center for the Deaf seeks to be an
exenpl ary educati on service and research
institution for the deaf and hard of hearing
in New York City and the country. It
specializes in many different areas,
coll aborating with the deaf and hard of
hearing to realize their full potential in
bot h the deaf and hard-of - hearing worl ds,
working with individuals and their famlies of
all ages, races, creeds, colors, ethnicities,
| anguages, sexual preferences and
soci oecononi ¢ situations; ensuring mastery of
expressive and receptive conmuni cation skills
by individuals at every point along the
spectrum designing, constructing and using
evol ving information technol ogies to the best
of their advantages; and |letting them becone
real |eaders in our country.

Now, today they are here visiting
Al bany, but they're al so here because they're
cel ebrating the 11th Annual Basketball C assic
Tour nanent, where they play agai nst the
New York State Assenbly and the New York State
Senat e.

So before we wel cone them | want

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4446

to wi sh them nmuch | uck, nuch success in
everything that they do in their life, but I
woul d al so wi sh them nuch | uck and success
tonight and will ask themone thing: Pl ease,
pl ease, please take it easy on the

| egi sl ators, because they're not as young as
you are. Good |uck tonight.

And pl ease hel p me wel cone the
Lexi ngt on School for the Deaf.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Peralta.

Thank you to our special guests who
join us today, and good |uck this evening.

Returning to the resolution at
hand, Senator Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President. | rise to add ny voice to
those who are here today to honor those who
have fought in all the wars and who have done
so for the sake of freedom and denocracy.

| would just |like to quickly and
briefly enter the nane of ny candidate for the
Hal | of Fame in the person of Jerry Wayne

Wlliams, if he wll stand.
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Jerry

served in Southeast Asia for over two years.
He served in the United States Air Force, on
the Advisory Team 2-2. He fought firefighting
and rescue techniques to the Vietnam Nati ona
A r Force.

When Jerry cane home from Vi et nam
he |li ke many of the soldiers were not honored.
It was not considered an honorable war. For a
very long time, Jerry did not want to accept
honors and was enbarrassed and unconfortabl e.

Three years ago, he began to help
nme put together a cerenobny conmmenorating Pearl
Har bor Day. And each year that breakfast has
grown larger and larger. And each year he has
begun to cone out and speak, and in the
speaki ng he has begun to heal. That's a
process many of you are continuing to go
t hrough and probably will for all of your
l'ives.

| needed to honor Jerry today
because | needed himto know that serving
honorably is what's inportant. Not what the

war is called, but what the service is. And
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to himand to all of you who have served today
and who are being honored today, | thank you,

| thank himfor the denocracy that allows ne
to raise ny voice on this floor in the nane of
civil rights, in the nane of human rights, and
in the nane of human dignity.

And thank you, Jerry, and thank all
of you for your service today.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Hassel |- Thonpson.

Senat or Marcel | ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO: Thank you
M. President.

Li ke all of us in this chanber,
this past weekend | attended several parades
and functions throughout the district. At one
function in the Town of Huntington, which
represent in Suffolk County, there was a
wr eat h-1laying this past Sunday norning at the
vari ous nonunents comrenorating the different
wars that this country has participated in,
honoring the veterans who served.

One of the council nmen stood up and

gave a speech and tal ked about a friend of his
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who was di scussing a job opportunity that he
was interested in. And it went sonething
like: "Well, you know, if they offer ne the
right anount of pay and | get the good travel
expense account and | get ny choice of a good
place to live and | get a bonus and the
vacation tine is good, | may consider the
job. "

And | began to think about the
vet erans who, when they received the call from
Sel ective Service or chose to volunteer on
their own, | wonder how nmany of you men and
wonen t hought about the pay that you were
going to get, thought about the vacation tine
you were going to be given and all those great
pl aces that you were going to be sent to, and
how many of you were offered your choice of
theater in which to serve your country. | see
fromthe | ooks on your faces, not too many.

Because that's the kind of
individuals -- you didn't do it for the
vacation tinme. You certainly didn't do it for
the pay. And when called, you served. You
put yourselves in harmis way because there was

a greater calling. This country was in need,
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and you went to do your part. And you did it
so well, and your conrades in arns have done
it so well over the years that the freedons
that our forefathers -- and, according to ny
wi fe, our forenothers -- have stood for that
they put in witing in our Declaration of
| ndependence and our great Constitution, the
only constitution, witten constitution of its
kind in the world that has survived, not been
thrown out and thrown out and thrown out by
every el ection or every circunstance going
down the pike, like in many countries -- you
did your jobs so well that we have those great
freedons.

And, as so many of ny col |l eagues
have said, that we can stand here and tal k.
We have the right of free religious beliefs.
W have the right to say anything we please.
We have the right to challenge our el ected
officials. As a matter of fact, it's an
obligation to do just that, to chall enge.

You and your col |l eagues, nen and
wonen who put it on the line for this nation,
preserved and protected those freedons.

You' ve mai ntai ned them This nati on can never
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do enough for you, can never say thank you

enough for those great achievenents. |It's not
about the nedals. [It's not about the pay,
obviously. It's about protecting this great

nation and what it stands for.

You did that. We will be ever
grateful for that. W will never be able to
say thank you enough for that. And your
sacrifice that you' ve made for this great
country is legend, and we'll keep it in our
hearts forever

| thank you for what you've done.
I thank you for all the conmunity work that
you continue to do. And may God bl ess each
and every one of you and your famlies.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Marcellino.

Senat or McDonal d.

SENATOR McDONALD: Thank you,
M. President.

My candi date, Thonmas Sharpe, from
Troy, New York -- U S. Marine, Korean War --

couldn't be here today. His wife called ne
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this nmorning, and he was ill.

He is an amazing individual, like
so many of you folks. | see Ruben Pratts over
there, who's a friend of nmy candidate. A
fellow from Troy and a fellow from Brookl yn.
God bl ess you.

M. Sharpe is the head or was the
commander and now is currently the treasurer
for the National Purple Heart Foundation. A
young man of 17, he went in the mlitary.
Going to Korea with the 1st Marine D vision,
he had nost of his chest shot off.

He cane back. He came back
strongly. It took hima while, but he cane
back to live a productive life, to work many
years, to raise a famly and not to forget the
community that he came fromor to forget the
community of veterans that he | oved so nmuch
Whether it be his community or the veterans'
causes, he is an illustration of what's good
about these folks.

It's a special honor for me, as an
Arny Vietnamveteran, to | ook at you fol ks,
the inspiration all over our state. Al | can

tell you is I'mhunbled and |I'm so happy that
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the New York State Senate has this program and
that we all are so appreciative and respectful
of what you've done for us.

And as | tell the crowds that |
deal with on Menorial Days -- and it's
especially significant for a Vietnam veteran
to say this -- is that the men and wonen who
serve us now and served us in the past do it
for one reason. They |ove us, and we | ove you
back.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator MDonal d.

Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

M. President. | know the hour is getting
late, but | wanted to get up and add ny voice
to nmy coll eagues'.

And it's fascinating to listen to
the stories and biographies, and I'Il start
with this. You gentlenen and | adies are a
nodel of patience, civility, good hunor.

Soneti mes those are things that are |acking in

t he chanber that we work in.
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But | want to ask all of you
collectively a favor. | would like you to
reenlist effective inmediately --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: -- because we
need a heck of a lot of help with our state
budget, and you |l ook like the right group that
could conme in and take care of all kinds of
di fferent things that we need.

Yeah, see, M. Pratts' ready to go.
The budget's a | ot harder than that parade,

t hough I know you did a great job.

My nom nee here today is a
gent |l eman from Hauppauge, Edward Bor owski .

And | just want to briefly talk about him

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. Borowski,
it's great to see you here. He's joined by a
| ot of nmenbers of his famly, including ny new
friend Aranda, who is here enjoying her
gr andf at her' s day.

And | nust add, too, that
M. Borowski was nom nated by his son Paul.
And in expressing why he thought his father

woul d be a good nom nee, first of all he just
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said that "I'mvery proud to know that he's ny
father, and we're very proud of his
patriotism™"

But M. Borowski served in the
United States Navy from 1942 to 1945,

i ncludi ng service on the battl eship Texas.

And many |ike many of ny
col | eagues, including Senator Ranzenhofer who
referenced this, it's your service after
mlitary tine that continues to be exenplary.
And | try and instill in my own children a
sense of volunteerismthat | think is |acking
in many of our young nmen and wonen today.

But M. Borowski has acquitted
hinsel f quite well in many conmunity endeavors
for decades, decades. He has established a
scholarship in nenory of his wife for the | ast
10 years, extolling people who give exenplary
community service. But |I'mgoing to focus in
on one thing that he's done in particular,
which | think speaks to all of you and to him
i ndi vi dual |y.

Wien we tal k about veterans, one of
the better places in the State of New York is

the Long Island State Veterans Honme at Stony
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Brook. It's a very well run facility. It is
a state facility and it is well run because we
have incredi ble volunteers |ike M. Borowski.
Si xteen years he's been volunteering his tine
there. And | can tell you, quite candidly,
today he was | obbying ne, telling nme they need
noney for new el evators. He was expl ai ni ng
why, and he was unabashed in his request. But
it was paralleled by his sincerity.

So | amvery proud to join ny
col | eagues and very proud to have a
constituent here who | would |ike to honor,
al ong with everyone el se today.

M. Borowski, thank you for your
service. Congratul ations.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Fl anagan.

Senator Dil an.

SENATOR DI LAN: Thank you very
much, M. President.

First | rise to conmend Senat or
Eri c Adanms and Senator Andrea Stewart- Cousins
for having the vision and putting this event

t oget her.
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And secondly, to all the veterans,
I want to say thank you for your service and
for keeping and maki ng Anerica strong. And
God bl ess you all of you.

And lastly, I will be very brief
because | know that ny Hall of Fanmer has a
6 o' clock train to catch. M/ constituent and
Hal | of Famer is Sergeant "Rodeo" Rich
Washi ngton, if you'd like to stand up.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR DI LAN: He served in the
United States Arny and served two years in
Pusan, Korea, from April 1965 to April 1967.
And Sergeant Washi ngton was al so in charge of
the transport unit at the Port of Pusan. He
had about 20 mlitary individuals under his
supervi si on and about 200 civilian career
staff there.

And | want to thank you for your
service during the Vietnamera and al so just
to say thank you for continuing in all the
organi zations that are veteran-rel ated.

And he is al so an organi zer of the
Vet erans Day Parade on Fifth Avenue, which is
about 650,000 strong. And al so he has
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indicated to ne that, for the first tine, this
year the Veterans Day Parade will be
tel evised, so we all can also enjoy it.

So God bl ess you, and all of you,
and thank you very rmuch.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Dil an.

Senat or Sanpson.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| just want to rise and thank ny
col | eagues Senat or Adans and Senat or Andrea
Stewart-Cousins for this resolution.

And | want to commend these
veterans for being inducted in the New York
State Senate Veterans Hall of Fane.

And | just have to thank you for
the service that you have given to this
country. Thank you for the sacrifice that you
went through to make sure that we in this
chanber enjoy the freedons that America has to
offer. 1It's people Iike yourself, veterans
i ke yourself who have given us the safety and

nost of all the security that we need not only
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in the past and present but also in the
future.

So | just rise here today to just
thank you fromthe bottom of ny heart for al
that you have done for us and continue to do
for us. And we just have to renenber the way
we honor our veterans is to not forget about
them but to provide you the sanme safety and
security that you provided us during your
years of service. So when you cone hone, we
have to reciprocate the sanme, nmeking sure that
what you did for us to give us that security
does not go in vain.

Once again, thank you very nuch
and may God continue to bless you, your
famly, but nost of all may God continue to
bl ess Aneri ca.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Sanpson.

Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATC Thank you,

M. President. | rise too to join ny

col | eagues in congratul ating the honorees
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her e.

As a menber -- every nenber of ny
famly is a veteran. M father was a veteran
of World War |, ny older brother, ny two
brot hers ol der than ne were in the Arny, and
two were in the Navy, and I was in the Arny
during the Korea.

And | heard all of your resunes
that were placed upon you, and I"'mtruly
amazed of your heroic feats in deservedly
becom ng Hall of Famers. It's an honor well
deser ved.

And | really want to say a specia
thank you to one of ny forner colleagues from
when we both served together in the Veterans
Conmittee. Ron Tocci was the chairman of the
Veterans Committee, and | was the ranking
menber in the Senate, and we worked very, very
closely to make sure that the veterans' rights
wer e observed and taken care of. And Ron is
still continuing in that capacity.

And agai n, congratul ati ons and God
bl ess you all.

(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
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you, Senator Onorato.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

I wish to extend ny deepest, nost
heartfelt gratitude to all of our veterans for
your service and your sacrifice on behalf of
our great country.

And ny veteran who's being
recogni zed today is Frank Tracz of d ean
Frank is a World War Il veteran. He actually
served during the Battle of the Bul ge, and on
Decenber 16, 1944, he was involved in an epic
battl e.

Now, if you know anythi ng about
hi story, the Battle of the Bul ge was the
| argest battle fought by the Americans during
Wrld War I1. The Anericans |ost 81,000 nen.
And it was fought over the winter nonths from
1944 to 1945. It was the last nmjor offensive
agai nst the Nazis during Wrld War 1. The
Nazis and Hitler were trying to divide the
Al'lied troops, they were trying to split them
up as they were driving toward Germany.

And Frank was there. Frank was
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there, and he actually ended up bei ng captured
by the Germans and spent five nonths in a
concentration canp in Gernmany.

You know, it's very urgent, |
bel i eve, every single day that we thank our
veterans, but that we especially thank our
Wrld War Il veterans. They used to be
16 mllion strong. W are |losing a thousand
Wrld War Il veterans every single day. It's
estimated that there are only about 2 to
2% mllion of themleft in this country. And
that makes the case that we need to say thank
you to them every single day, and we need to
preserve their histories.

You know, what really struck ne
yesterday as | took part in Menorial Day
cerenonies is that behind every person who
served there's a human story, there's a story
that needs to be told. Your stories are being
told today, and we're so grateful for your
service, as | said.

But we need to make sure that we
don't just think about people who serve our
great country as statistics. You know,

oftenti nes we say, well, so many served, so
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many were wounded, so nany died. There are
human stories behind every single person, and
we need to focus on that.

You know, Frank Tracz was part of
that G eatest Generation, and he cane back to
A ean and he did what all of the veterans did
at that tinme. They rolled up their sleeves
and they built our country. And that's what
Frank did. Frank actually canme back to O ean
and he opened a restaurant that was very
successful .

So we thank himfor that, we thank
all of you for that, for all that you' ve done
for our country and to protect our freedom

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Young.

The question is on the resolution

Al'l those in favor please signify by saying

aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Adans has indicated that he would Iike
to open the resolution to cosponsorship. Any
menber wi shing not to sign on as a cosponsor
of the resolution should notify the desk.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can you pl ease recogni ze Senat or Libous. He
has sonme guests in the gallery today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: One
second, Senator Libous.

If we could just get a bit of order
in the house, please, as our special guests
| eave.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

| have sone special guests in the
gallery, and I'mgoing to ask themto pl ease
stand. I'mgoing to ask lan, Travis, Jordan,
Jacob and Andrew to stand, please.

These out st andi ng young i ndi vi dual s
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are 13 years old. They're fromthe Onego

Apal achin M ddl e School, and they recently
conpet ed agai nst al nost a thousand ot her bands
and school nusic prograns throughout the
country on VHL, the national Battle of the
Bands contest, and they cane in second.

And what makes them anmazi ng, which
ties into what the veterans do that we're
honoring today, is many of the events that
they do for the comunity. And for instance,
they do a tradition in serving the community
by partnering with Angels Over Iraq and
Af ghani stan, a nonprofit organization --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Li bous, pardon the interruption. It's
a bit difficult to hear.

Gentlenmen, if we could keep the
noi se down just a bit, Senator Libous has sone
special guests in the balcony that he's
attenpting to introduce.

Thank you. Thank you, Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

As | was sayi ng, our young people
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up here, one of the things that they do is
they serve the conmunity by partnering with
Angel s over Iraq and Afghani stan, a nonprofit
or gani zati on which collects food and ot her
goods for troops in Iraq and Afghani stan.
They' ve al so worked with Relay for Life, Rock
Qut for Polio.

And, M. President, | think one of
the things that makes this group of young
people -- they're the group Hover -- so
special is that they're al so excellent
students. Their grades are outstanding and
extrenely good. And while they take the tine
for their nusical talent, the whole concept of
what they were doing was to pronote mnusic
wi t hin our school s.

So | amvery proud of them they
come fromny district. They're a talented
group of young nmen. And | wish themthe very
best. And they serve as a role nodel for
ot hers of the teenage group that can nove
forward and show t hat our young people are
very much on the ball today, their academc
achi evenents are outstanding, and certainly

their nusical ability is just superb
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Let's give thema big round of
appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

A very special welcone to our young
nmusi ci ans who are joining us this afternoon.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
believe there's a resolution at the desk by
Senator Peralta. | ask that the title of the
resol ution be read and nove for its i mediate
adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senator Klein, has this resolution been deened
privileged and subnitted by the office of the
Tenporary President?

SENATOR KLEI N: Yes, it has,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Peralta, |egislative resolution welconing the
students and faculty of the Lexington Schoo

for the Deaf/ Center for the Deaf as they visit
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Al bany, New York, on June 1, 2010.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

Senator Peralta had previously
i ntroduced the guests a few nonments ago. He
has al so indicated he would |ike to open the
resol ution for cosponsorship to the entire
house. Any Senator w shing not to cosponsor
this resolution should notify the desk.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
believe there's a resolution at the desk by
Senator Savino. | ask that the title of the
resol ution be read and nove for its imediate
adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senator Klein, has this resolution been deened

privileged and subnitted by the office of the
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Tenporary President?
SENATOR KLEI N: Yes, it has,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Savi no, |egislative resolution honoring
Qut goi ng President Andrew J. W ndsor upon the
occasion of his designation as a recipient of
the 2010 Givic Award by the Bay R dge
Comuni ty Counci |

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
bel i eve there's another resolution at the desk
by Senator Savino. | ask that the title of

the resolution be read and nove for its
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i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senator Klein, has this resolution been deened
privileged and subnitted by the office of the
Tenporary President?

SENATOR KLEI N: Yes, it has,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Savi no, legislative resolution honoring Ednund
J. Moderacki upon the occasion of his
designation as a recipient of the 2010 G vic
Award by the Bay Ridge Community Counci l

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
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Senat or Savi no has another resolution at the

desk. | ask that the title of the resol ution

be read and nove for its i medi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senator Klein, has this resoluti on been deened

privileged and subnitted by the office of the

Tenporary President?
SENATOR KLEI N: Yes, it has,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Savi no, |egislative resolution honoring
Maureen F. Stranka upon the occasi on of her
designation as a recipient of the 2010 G vic
Award by the Bay Ridge Community Counci l

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
believe there's a resolution at the desk by
Senator Maziarz. | ask that the title of the
resol ution be read and nove for its imediate
adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senator Klein, has this resolution been deened
privileged and subnitted by the office of the
Tenporary President?

SENATOR KLEI' N

Yes, it has, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Mazi arz, |egislative resolution honoring
Barcl ay El enentary School upon the occasion of
its designation as a recipient of the 2010
School Library of the Year Award by the
Rochest er Regi onal Library Council

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
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Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
nove to recall Senate Resol ution Nunber 4175,
by Senator Fol ey, which was previously adopted
by this house on March 9th. | ask that the
title of the resolution be read and al |l ow

Senator Foley to speak on his resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senator Fol ey,

Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 4175, comrendi ng
George Bl oom upon the occasion of 40 years of
di sti ngui shed service to Local 1104,
Communi cati on Workers of Anmerica, as he is
honored by the Long Island Federation of Labor
on March 4, 2010.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Senat or Fol ey, on the resolution.

SENATOR FOLEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to al so sal ute George
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Bl oom for his great work over these past
40 years in the | abor novenent.

Geor ge Bl oom began hi s nenbership
in the | abor novenent at the age of 16, when
he joined the Bakery and Confectionary Wrkers
Uni on and worked in a bagel shop. At the sane
time, he took a job at McDonald's and, true to
form attenpted to organize a union at his
particular store. And after the young union
| eader threatened a wal kout, the enployer only
then began to treat the workers with respect
and dignity.

In 1970, George Bl oom began his
career at New York Tel ephone as an installer,
and in less than a year he was asked to becone
a shop steward. In July 1971, George served
as a picket captain when the Communi cation
Wor kers of America went out on strike for
seven nonths. He later served as a picket
captain during the historic 32-week strike
agai nst NYNEX in 1989.

George has continued to remain
active in the Communi cati on Wbrkers of Anerica
Local 1104, nost recently serving as its very

abl e president. Currently George is also on
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t he executive board of the Long Island
Federation of Labor. He was recently honored
by that particul ar organization.

And we in the State Senate here
today al so want to thank himfor his service,
both in the | abor novenent as well as in a
variety of local charities. George Bloomis
with us here today in the gallery. W'd Ilike
to wel cone himhere today and congratul ate him
for his years of service both to our country
as well as to the |abor union.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Fol ey.

Senat or Crai g Johnson, on the
resol ution.

SENATOR CRAI G JOHNSON: Thank you
very much, M. President.

| just want to join ny good friend
Senator Foley in congratul ati ng George Bl oom
on this award, and | thank you, Senator Fol ey,
for sponsoring this resol ution.

George has been an outstandi ng
advocate on behalf of the CWA for a nunber of

years and is an inportant |eader of |abor on
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Long | sl and.

So, Ceorge, | congratul ate you on
this award. And, Senator Foley, | thank you
for sponsoring the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Johnson.

And wel come, M. Bloom to the
Senat e chanmber. This resolution was
unani nously adopted on March 9t h.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this tine | nove to recall Senate Resol ution
Nunber 5544, by Senator Hassel |l - Thonpson,
whi ch was previously adopted on May 26th. |
ask that the title of the resolution be read
and nove for its imedi ate adoption and al | ow
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson to speak on her

resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Hassel | - Thonpson, Legi sl ative Resol ution
Nunber 5544, nenorializing Governor David A
Pat erson to proclaimApril 2010 as Parkinson's

D sease Awareness Month in the State of
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New Yor K.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, on the resol ution.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President. | appreciate you
recalling this resolution to give nme an
opportunity to speak.

One of the things that's very
i nteresting about Parkinson's disease is that
it is a progressive disorder of the nervous
systemthat affects novenment. And there are
over 50,000 to 60,000 new cases of Parkinson's
di sease that are diagnosed each year, adding
tothe 1 mllion people who are currently
living with this di sease.

Wil e greater strides have been
made in the battle agai nst Parkinson's, there
is no cure. It's a substantial health problem
in the State of New York and throughout the
United States, and it strikes 50 percent nore
men than wonen, with the average age of the
onset being age 60.

The resol ution tal ks extensively
about many things, but the main thing, the

reason that we're asking Governor Paterson to
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call attention and create an awareness nonth
is because this is a disease that's very qui et
and silent inits onset. And with the nunbers
of citizens every day who are becom ng
affected, we need to raise the awareness,

rai se the banners high in support of those who
live with and work with this degenerating and
progressive disorder.

So thank you, M. President, for
giving ne the opportunity to recall this
resol ution.

And there are a couple of enployees
that work for us here in the State of New York
who are stricken with this di sease but
continue to work every day. And so ny hat
goes off to themfor their dedication and
commtrment to a work that is inmportant to them
with a disease that is debilitating nore and
nore every day.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Hassell-Thonpson.

As Senator Klein indicated, this
resol uti on was previously adopted.

Senat or Kl ei n.
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SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this time can we please go to a reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Secretary will proceed with a reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
74, by Senator Klein, Senate Print 2490E, an
act to anmend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

87, by Senator Perkins, Senate Print 6248, an
act to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is |laid aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

188, by Menber of the Assenbly O Donnel |
Assenbly Print Nunber 5537A, an act to amend
t he Penal Law and others.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read

the | ast section.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

196, by Senator Savino, Senate Print 2311D, an
act to anmend the Labor Law, the Executive Law

and the Wirkers' Conpensation Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

365, by Senator L. Krueger, Senate Print
3584B, an act to anend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
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bill is laid aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
366, by Senator Addabbo, Senate Print 5447C,

an act to anend the El ecti on Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

517, by Senator Onorato, Senate Print 2248A,

an act to anend the Labor Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

524, by Senator Breslin, Senate Print 6846, an
act to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunber 524 are
Senators O Johnson, LaValle, Marcellino,
Skel os and Young. Also Senator GCol den.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

528, by Senator Addabbo, Senate Print 2866A,

an act to anend the El ecti on Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

560, by Senator C. Kruger --
SENATOR KLEI N: Lay the bil

asi de for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside for the day.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

565, by Senator Breslin, Senate Print 6763, an
act to anmend Chapter 405 of the Laws of 2005
anmendi ng the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There

is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk.
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Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

566, by Senator Thonpson, Senate Print 6848,

an act to anend the Public --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

572, by Menber of the Assenbly Wi nstein,
Assenbly Print Nunber 8392C, an act to amend
the General oligations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 31. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

574, by Senator Aubertine, Senate Print 7570,
an act to anmend the Donestic Rel ations Law and
t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

581, by Senator L. Krueger, Senate Print 4784,

an act to anend the Cvil --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
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603, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print
7635, an act to amend the Real Property Tax
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Read

the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

629, by Senator Schnei dernman, Senate Print

7096A - -
SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
bill is laid aside.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we please go to a reading of the
controversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
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Secretary will ring the bells.

Senators are asked to proceed to
the chanber for the reading of the
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
87, by Senator Perkins, Senate Print 6248, an
act to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR LI BOUS: Read the | ast
secti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Heari ng no debate, the debate is cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bells.

Menbers of the Republican minority,
we haven't called a vote yet, so you're a
littl e ahead of yourselves. Just waving to
say hi.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 19. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Number 87 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,
Fl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,
O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell
Li bous, Little, Marcellino, Mziarz, MDonald,
Nozzol i o, Padavan, Ranzenhofer, Robach,

Sal and, Seward, Skel os, Vol ker, Wnner and

Young.

Ayes, 32. Nays, 29.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

| rem nd nmenbers that we're on the
controversial calendar. W have a | ot of
bills on the controversial calendar. It wll
go a lot nore snmoothly if menbers stay in
their seats for the controversial cal endar.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
188, by Menber of the Assenbly O Donnel |
Assenbly Print Nunber 5537A, an act to amend
t he Penal Law and ot hers.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Read the | ast

secti on.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4488

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Debate is closed. The Secretary will please
ring the bell

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Padavan, why do you rise?

SENATOR PADAVAN: M. President,
is there a rule that during this period of
voting a nmenber should be in their seat? |Is
there such a rule in this house?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Let ne consult the rules, Senator Padavan.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we please lay the bill aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The roll call is withdrawn. The bill is laid
asi de for the day.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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196, by Senator Savino, Senate Print --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator LaValle, why do you rise?

SENATOR LaVALLE: Senat or Padavan
asked a question. | didn't hear the chair
rule on his question whether a nenber had to
be in their seat when voting.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Padavan or Senator LaValle, are you
maki ng a point of order?

SENATOR LaVALLE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senator LaValle, I will consult the rules as

we are reading the roll for the next bill and

then 1'Il nmake sure | get you that answer.
SENATOR LaVALLE: Yes, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
196, by Senator Savino, Senate Print 2311D, an
act to amend the Labor Law, the Executive Law
and the Wirkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATOR LANZA: On the bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Lanza, on the bill.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you
M. President.

First let me say that | know t hat
donestic workers across this state are sone of
the finest, hardest-working and nost
conpassi onat e nei ghbors we have here. And |
amfully supportive of all efforts to ensure
that donestic workers are able to work wth
dignity, fairness, and in a safe environnent.

And | very nuch wanted to stand
here today in support of |egislation that
woul d ensure that those protections exist. In
fact, | worked with the sponsor of the bill,
Senat or Savi no, and | comend her for her
efforts and | eadership here. But as the bil
stands, | have grave concerns with respect to
certain provisions.

| don't think we should | unp al
enpl oyer/ enpl oyee situations together. M
concern here is with respect to situations
i nvol vi ng nanni es and babysitters, situations
involving children and famlies. Famlies and

hones are not businesses. And | fully believe
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that we can support the rights that we seek to
af ford donestic workers in a way that
recogni zes those differences.

And so you can understand where |I'm
comng from | want you to know that it is ny
strongest belief that there is nothing nore
sacred than the famly and nothing nore sacred
than the rel ationship between a parent and a
child. | will support a donestic workers'
rights bill as long as it does not contradict
and trunp parental rights. And | think in
some respects this |egislation does.

Let ne tell you what | mean. This
bill would require -- and | believe create a
cause of action, because there is civil and
crimnal liability here -- would require a
parent in certain circunmstances to explain,
either to a governnent agency or soneone el se,
why they seek to imMmediately term nate an
enpl oyee that works alone in their home with
t hei r babi es.

| don't think a parent should ever
have to explain to anyone why they seek to end
that relationship inmediately. | believe in

parents' intuition when to cones to their
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children. And let ne go a step further
especially believe in a woman's, a nother's
intuition. A nother should never be forced to
guestion that intuition, and I think this

| egi sl ati on woul d nake that happen.

Yes, | understand and | thank the
sponsor Senator Savino for attenpting to
address this concern by changi ng the | anguage
requiring that only in the absence of good
faith would that liability exist. But I'm
still gravely concerned that we require
anyt hi ng, any explanation. Wwo is to
det ermi ne when good faith is achieved? To
whom does the nother or the father need to
expl ain the facts underlying their conclusion
that they've arrived at good faith?

| think it's a very dangerous
precedent. W shoul d never, never ignore a
nother's intuition. Now, | understand and
|"ve heard the terrible stories of
m streatment when it cones to workers. And
that's why | want to be here in support of
| egi sl ati on that does sonethi ng about that.
And we can. W can acconplish that in a way

t hat appreci ates and recogni zes the
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di stinctions between a babysitting situation
and anot her situati on.

We can have different rules, mybe
even only slightly different rules when it
applies to babysitters and nanni es. Because
for a parent, a child s safety cones first.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Di az, why do you rise?

SENATOR DI AZ: Wul d Senat or
Lanza accept a question from nme?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Lanza -- Senator Diaz, do you wish to
ask Senator Lanza to yield for a question?

SENATOR DI AZ: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Lanza, do you yield to a question from
Senat or Di az?

SENATOR LANZA: I'd be glad to as
soon as I'mfinished. And I'll be wapping up
briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

So, Senator Diaz, please wait till Senator
Lanza conpl etes, and then he will vyield.
Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you.
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Now, there are nmany horror stories,
as | said, with respect to ni streatnent.

So -- and again, | preface ny statenment by
tal ki ng about what | believe to be the one of
the greatest, nost conpassi onate workforces
out there. But there are exceptions, and
that's what |'m concerned about.

You' ve probably all seen those
horror stories concerning abuse of children in
t he home, those undercover videos where we see
the terrible mstreatnment by a very few, a
small mnority of those who have been given
the great responsibility of watching another's
children. Let me tell you how that cones
about .

When does a parent put an
undercover video in their child s nursery when
they go to work? When does a parent take the
step to put a video canmera in a peephole in
their own honme when they go to work? In
al nost every situation, it is based upon the
feeling of a nother, a woman's intuition when
it conmes to her child.

Now, we could tal k about good faith

all we want. | could tell you that in a court
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of | aw good faith needs to be proven with
facts. Questions would go al ong evidentiary
lines, questions like did you see abuse, did
you hear abuse, are there bl ack-and- bl ues,
what's the evidence.

But et me tell you the evidence in
the majority of the cases where a nother took
the draconian step to put a video canmera in
her own honme. It was a feeling, a ook in the
eye, of either her child or the enpl oyee, a
feeling, a parent's intuition which caused
themto take the further step of trying to
confirmthat intuition. And we all have seen
the horrible videos to know that nore often
than not, in ny opinion, a nother's -- a
parent's, but especially a nother's intuition
is usually right.

And so while | understand that this
situation could be avoided, a parent m ght
have that feeling and decide to ignore, at
their own peril, civil liability, crimna
liability. They mght decide to ignore the
provisions of this legislation. O they may
say, "You're fired, but I'lIl pay you for two

nore weeks, even though you' re not here and
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I'"l'l have to pay soneone else to watch ny
baby. "

And you know, |'ve heard the
stories too that these are weal thy people
t aki ng advant age of not-so-weal thy peopl e.

Let ne di sabuse you all of that notion. Let
me tal k about the people in nmy district who
enpl oy nannies in their homes. They do so
preci sely because they are not wealthy. They
do so because in order to provide for their
famlies, to pay the bills, they need to go
out and get two jobs and three jobs and four
jobs. That's why they do it.

So | guess what |I'msaying is we
can do this, we can do it better, we can
recogni ze the difference between the different
rol es and tasks that donestic workers take on
all across this state. But overriding all of
that, we should never force a parent into the
situation where they feel that it is in their
econonmic interest or legal interest to ignore
a feeling they have regarding their baby. And
| truly believe that this legislation will put
not hers and fathers in that position across

this state.
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So what | ask is that we take a
step back, that we briefly go back to the
drawi ng board. |I'mcomitted to working with
t he advocates and Senator Savino and all those
who support to legislation to getting this
right. And we can do this, | pronise our
great donestic workers, and we can do this
very quickly, in a way that protects donestic
wor kers' rights and parent rights.

For that reason, M. President,
"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savi no, Senator Diaz did ask --
Senator Lanza, will you yield for a question
from Senator Di az?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

Senat or Lanza, please correct ne if
| don't hear you right. It is ny house, it's
nmy wife, it's ny children, ny child. You're

telling nme that with this bill | would have no
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power to decide | don't want this person in ny
house with ny child or ny children?

SENATOR LANZA: M. President,

t hrough you, | think that you can -- and |
don't think that there's any law, | hope, that
we can draft that would require you to all ow
anyone in your home who you didn't wish to
have there.

But under this |egislation, |
believe, first, there are certain things that
you nust do before that happens. You need to
continue to pay that person after you've asked
themto leave. |If you're in the situation
where you need to have a nanny, it neans that
you'l |l have to pay for another nanny, so
you'll be paying for two, only getting one.
Renmenber, the people in this situation are in
this situation because they can't afford to be
in anot her situation.

And | al so believe, potentially,
that you'll be called to explain --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savi no, why do you rise?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.
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Actually, I think it would be
better if | answered the question for Senator
Di az, considering | amthe sponsor of the bill
and this is a section of the bill --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Poi nt of order,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savino -- Senator Savino.

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Wiile | certainly look forward to hearing your
di scussion on the bill, Senator Lanza has the
floor. Senator Diaz did ask himto yield for
a guestion. Senator Lanza is answering the
guesti on.

And | am sure nmonmentarily you will
have an opportunity to correct Senator Lanza
if he's incorrect and provide an expl anati on,
I"msure a detail ed explanation on the bill.
But pursuant to the rules, Senator Lanza does
have the floor. And the only way is if he
were to yield to you to answer the question.
That's up to Senator Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: He said it,

Senat or.
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SENATOR SAVI NO. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Lanza, you may conti nue.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you
M. President. And I'll answer the question,
and then Senator Diaz |'msure is free to ask
anyone in the chanber questions that he has.

And so you can ask that person to
| eave the hone. You do then have a further
responsibility. There is also the question of
whet her or not you'll be required to answer
guestions with respect to the decision you
made. And ny position is that a parent should
never be forced to answer to anyone when it
comes to sonmeone being alone with their child
in their hone.

And then there's the question of
whet her or not a cause of action may be
created by this legislation. And |I'm not
concluding that one is, but |I'mnot sure.

And all that, | think, goes toward
creating a disincentive for a nother or a
father to listen to their intuition. Know ng
that they may have to answer for the decision,

there nay be sone liability, there's certainly
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a cost with respect to that decision, | think
all that may play toward causing sonme parents
to think twice before they listen to their own
feelings, and | think that's a bad precedent.

SENATOR DI AZ: Wul d Senat or
Lanza yield for one nore question, one | ast
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Lanza, will you yield for one | ast
gquestion from Senator D az?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Lanza will yield, Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Senator Lanza --
thank you, M. President. Senator Lanza, if |
had sonmeone working in ny house and | suspect
that the person is abusing, assaulting or
doi ng sonmething wong to ny baby, but | don't
want to accuse the person -- | just don't want
to say she's doing this or he's doing this --
but my suspicion bothers ne, so | want to tel
that person "Go out now, forget about it,"
could I be sued for that? O do | have to go

and explain to sonmeone the reason why and
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accuse the person? Wuld | be forced to
accuse the person?

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. You know, Senator, |'m not
sure. And that's the problem| have with
this.

We all have experienced the
uni nt ended consequences of |egislation,
especially in this field, the labor field,
where | think good-intentioned |egislation
designed to protect workers sonetines allows
for sone -- yes, a few, but always too nany --
to game the systemand that |egislation. And
so that is my concern here.

And if that is what a parent
believes, then | think the parent will be
faced with a very conflicted course of action.
Nunber one, because renenber, when you
guestion and you try to analyze a feeling or
intuition when it cones a parent, it's not
al ways evident. You can't point to one thing
or another. It's not tangible, quite often.
And so even a parent mght say, nmaybe |'m
getting it wong on this one.

Today -- my grandfather used to
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have an expression when it cane to food: Wen
in doubt, throwit out. Today, you m ght just
followit. Because after all, the stakes are

as high as they ever get in this life. Wth

this legislation, you mght say, well, | nay
get sued, | may have to get haul ed before sone
government agency and expl ain the cause, | my

have to pay for a couple of weeks and get
anot her nanny and pay that person.

So | think we're getting in the way
of sonething that | think is an inportant
i mpul se and sonething to which parents should
be able to, the way they have for tine
imenorial, listened to and to heed.
Especially, again, when it cones a wonan's
intuition, a nother's intuition. |[|'ve seen
it. And let ne just tell you, if nmy wife ever
turned to nme and said "I can't explain this,"
and it's with respect to one of ny babies,
"but | have a bad feeling,"” that's enough.
That's beyond a reasonabl e doubt, as far as
"' m concer ned.

| woul d never nor would | want
anyone ever to be in a position where they

felt it was inportant to question that. And
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that's the concern | have with this
| egi sl ati on.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you. Senator Savino, on the bill.

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thank you
M. President.

This was not exactly how I had
antici pated this debate would begin on what is
wi dely recogni zed as an historic nonent in the
New York State Senate, where we are going to
take up and pass today the Domestic Workers'
Bill of Rights -- the first Donestic Wrkers'
Bill of Rights in the United States.

The wonen who are sitting up above
us in the chanber on both sides are a snal
representative sanple of the 200,000 donestic
wor kers who work in our state seeing to it
t hat our econony continues, taking care of our
children, taking care of our elderly, taking
care of our hones. Their workplace is
sonmeone's hone. So yes, in fact, it is a
pl ace of enpl oynent.

But what they're doing is nothing
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new for working people in the United States.
You know, the concept of workers bandi ng
toget her for nutual aid and protection is not
a newtradition. |In fact, it dates back to
the nedi eval craft guilds when smthies and
carpenters and masons banded together in an
attenpt to inprove their working conditions.
There's a 500-year history of the fight for
workers' rights in this country.

And whenever they banded toget her
for nutual aid and protection, there were
al ways peopl e who stood before them and
agai nst themand said "W can't afford to do
this, we can't do this, we can't provide basic
rights.” But yet and still, workers fought
against it, and they rose. They rose in
pl aces |i ke Ludl ow and Law ence, the coa
m nes of West Virginia, the factories and the
sweat shops of our urban centers, the shipyards
of Brooklyn, the wharfs of San Franci sco.

They were beaten down every step of

the way -- beaten down by the courts and the
| egi sl atures, and still they rose; beaten down
by cops and Pinkertons, and still they rose;

i ndustrialists and robber barons, and stil
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t hey rose.

And New York State assisted worKking
people in their fight for justice in many ways
| ong before the federal government ever acted.
This state enacted the first child | abor | aws.
This state enacted the first mnimum wage | aw.
This state enacted the first factory-worker
protection | aws.

And | ong after we did that, the
federal government finally passed the Nationa
Labor Rel ations Act in 1935, when Franklin
Del ano Roosevelt, a fornmer nmenber of this
body, enacted into | aw workpl ace protections
for every worker in America, with the
exception of two groups. One, of course, is
farmwrkers, and the other was donestic
wor ker s.

The farmwrkers have had sone
intermttent success in this country; not yet
here in New York State. But they have a
Farmworkers' Bill of Rights in places like
California and in other states. But nowhere
in America have we been able to enact a
Donestic Wirkers' Bill of Rights.

And that invisible workforce that
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we all take for granted, who take care of our

children and our elderly and cl ean our houses,
wor k every day w thout the basic protections

t hat even our teenagers who work in MDonald' s
enj oy.

And what exactly are we affording
to donestic workers, the invisible workers?
W're giving thema day of rest. |nmagine
that. You know, the City of New York | ast
nont h passed a piece of |egislation granting
carriage horses in Central Park two days of
rest. Are horses worth nore than donestic
wor kers? | don't think so.

We're giving them paid holidays,
just like every other worker in Anerica gets,
a paid holiday for New Year's and Chri stnas
Day and Thanksgiving. And the ability to
wai ve that holiday and be paid overtine, just
i ke every other worker in the United States
enj oys. Sick days and vacation days, just
i ke every other worker.

We're giving them protection under
the Human Rights Law. They currently have
none. W're giving themprotection under the

Workers' Conpensation Law. They currently
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have none. W're giving them protection under
unenpl oynment insurance. They currently have
none.

And with respect to the issue that
Senator Lanza raised -- he's right, he and I
wor ked on this piece of | anguage and wor ked on
the | anguage. And | had thought that we had
achi eved sonet hi ng that he understood or was
willing to support, but obviously he still has
some concerns about it. And I'mgoing to work
with himand listen to those concerns.

Because this bill, while it's going
to pass here in the New York State Senate
t oday, doesn't have an exact match in the
Assenbly. The Assenbly bill is the weaker
version. The Senate is the ceiling, and the
Assenbly is the floor. But because this house
has always led with respect to protecting the
rights of workers, it is appropriate that we
put forth the better bill.

And the provision of the bill that
Senat or Lanza i s concerned about and Senator
Di az has asked questions about relates to the
notice of termnation. And the |egislation

says clearly that an enpl oyer nust provide
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14 days witten notice of termnation. It
will not apply, though, that 14-day witten
notice of termnation does not apply if the
enpl oyer reasonably believes in good faith
that the domestic worker has conmitted
assaul t, neglect or abuse at the place of
busi ness.

Now, yes, that enployer woul d bear
the burden of proof if that worker brought
forward a claim But there is no obligation
for you, Senator Diaz, to keep someone in your
hone that you feel is a danger to your child
or anyone else in your hone. |[|f you want to
avoi d having to bear the burden of proof if
they bring the claim all you need to do is
provi de themthe two weeks' severance sal ary
and tell themto | eave your hone at that
nodem So we allowed for that.

| listened and | net with as many
menbers of this body as | could to address
your concerns. | spent nore time trying to
expl ai n what a donestic worker wasn't, as you
brought me every possible pernutation of what
you thought they were.

Senat or Johnson addressed concerns
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about au pairs. W anended the bill to
specifically state that au pairs are not
covered because they are covered by federa
| aw.

| met with Senator Lanza on his
i ssue and | thought we had achi eved | anguage
that he felt confortable with. Cbviously, |
was m staken, and we're going to continue to
reach out to him

| explained to as many people as |
could that donestic workers are not
babysitters, they are not casual enpl oyees,
they are not the wonan who shows up to clean
your house on Thursday and goes next door and
cl eans soneone el se's house on Friday. They
are not people who work for an agency who then
come to your home. They are not hone
heal t hcare attendees. They are the invisible
wor kf orce that we depend upon.

And so today we have an opportunity
to take our place in history again, to | ead
the way for the rest of America and establish
the first Donmestic Workers' Bill of Rights,
finally allowing the invisible wonen to ri se.

| sincerely hope all of you wll
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| ook up in the chanber and you will see the
faces of these wonen and you w || understand
their plight and realize that those nost basic
protections that every one of us takes for
granted, even our youthful workforce in
McDonal d's, they have none.

Here is our chance to do sonet hing,
make this |egislative session about
eradi cating 400 years of injustice, providing
decency, respect and dignity to the invisible
wor kf or ce

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| had wanted to ask Senator Lanza
while he still had the floor a question, if he
w Il answer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Lanza, will you yield for a question
from Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes,
M. President.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Just a
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very brief question, thank you. Through you,
M. President.

| thought | heard you say that this
bill would take away the right of a parent or
anyone to be able to dismss or termnate
sonmeone' s enpl oynent as though that's not
possi bl e now. Are you suggesting that even in
absence of this law that you could not be
taken to the | abor board if someone worked in
your home? Is that correct?

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. | think it will certainly
beconme nore frequent to those who m ght want
to game the system It will certainly be
easier, with this legislation, to create a
cause of action. It will certainly be easier,
with this legislation, to force a parent to
answer questions about their decision.

And perhaps mnmy position is an
extrene one, in that | believe that a parent
shoul d never have to explain or give a reason,
ever, with respect to the situation that |'m
descri bi ng.

Can you do it now without this? |

don't think so. People bring all sorts of
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frivolous actions. But | would hope -- it
woul d seemto nme, though, that that cause of
action, in the absence of this |aw, would
certainly be much weaker than it would with
this I aw

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON
Through you, M. President, if the Senator
woul d still vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Lanza, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

I"'mlittle bit confused. You're
saying -- at least | hear you saying that this
bill would strengthen the case and presune
that the person who brings the case would wi n?
Is that your assunption?

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. You can never speak with
respect to an outcome or predict an outcome in

any case, regardl ess of how strong a case may
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appear to be fromthe outset.

What |'msaying is in this
legislation it specifically places the burden
on the parent to prove cause. And so --

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: [''m
sorry, M. President. Parent or enpl oyer?

SENATOR LANZA: Vell, | said --

t hrough you, M. President. | said that there
were different types of donestic worker

enpl oyer/ enpl oyee relationships. | said |'m
fine and I would |ike to be here supporting
and ensuring that we create an opportunity for
domestic workers to work with dignity,
fairness and in a safe environnent.

But | also believe that there's a
di stinction between the circunstance involving
a domestic worker who is a nanny babysitting
your child alone in your home when you're at
wor k and a donestic worker perform ng other
functions. | think there's a distinction.

And what |'m suggesting is that we shoul d have
| egi sl ation that recognizes that distinction.

So in the situation that I'm
concerned with, the enployer and the parent

are one and the sane, because that is the
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situation that I'mtal king about, where it is
a single nmomwho's working and can't be hone
and needs a nanny, who m ght have a feeling
and now needs to think about the ram fications
or the repercussions for her to act on that
feeling, whether it's a lawsuit, an expense.

And so that's what |'m concerned
about here, specifically with respect to a
situati on between a worker and a parent's
chi | d.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, on the bill.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Just
very qui ckly. Thank you, M. President.

I'"ve listened to the concerns
expressed by Senator Lanza. And as soneone
who is a parent and now a grandparent, | can
under stand sone of the concerns that he's
expr essi ng.

I think, however -- admttedly, |
think he is going to an extrene.

Particularly, he prefaces his statenent by
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saying that he thinks that all domestic
workers and all workers are entitled to or
shoul d have dignity and respect and all those
things -- and yet term nating soneone's
enpl oyment and bei ng concerned about whet her
they have to answer for that term nation or
not, sonehow that |acks respect if you believe
that you don't have to respond.

| mean, nost of our staffs work at
our pleasure. But even working at our
pl easure does not disallow us fromtreating
themin a respectful manner, including their
term nation. So how people are given their
exit notice is, to ne, very critical, is very
basic to what respect is really about.

| think that what this bil
attenpts to do is to take, as Senator Savino
has clearly outlined, 400 years of a | abor
force who continues to work in our hones, be
protective of our properties, our children,
all those things that we hold sacred, and yet
we don't think enough of themto want to give
them the benefits that you would give to any
ot her worker.

| can't see how we coul d say that
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that's offering people dignity. Anytinme you
don't pay people appropriately, that doesn't
give themdignity. Anytine they don't have
wor k hours that are reasonable and respectful,
that's not dignity. And certainly it's not
respectful of their needs. |In order to
rejuvenate, you know, we need our own tine
of f, our own space in order to be continue to
function and to do a job well. That's no |ess
true of people who work as domestic workers.

There are nmany of us in these
chanbers, if we're not enbarrassed to say so,
that we've cone fromfamlies that we were
rai sed by people who were domestics who worked
i n sonebody el se's honme and tried to do so
with dignity when they were allowed to.

Payi ng people is a denonstration of
dignity. Paying themwell is a clear signa
that we think they deserve dignity. And
certainly giving them appropriate tine off and
vacation is an exanple of how we show dignity.

Soif we'rereally interested in
dignity, fairness and respect for the people
who work for us, whatever their titles, then

this bill beconmes very inportant. And thank
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you, Senator Savino, for an industrious piece
of legislation that | think we should be proud
to pass in these chanbers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C: WIl the
sponsor yield for a couple of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savi no, Senat or Bonacic is seeking for
you to yield.

SENATOR SAVI NO I will do ny
best, Senator Bonaci c.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Savino will yield, Senator Bonacic.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
Senat or Savi no. Just a couple of questions.

If I wanted to hire a donmestic
wor ker, are they required to have a crimna
background check before they cone into ny
home?

SENATOR SAVI NO Under the
| egislation, we're not requiring that. But
you as an enployer could institute that if you
want ed to.

SENATOR BONACI C: Right. But ny
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point is --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Bonacic, do you wish her to yield for

anot her question?

SENATOR BONACI C. Yes. Through
you, M. President, I'"mgoing to ask a series
of questions of the sponsor, and I'Il take

themone at a time and go through you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you, Senator Bonacic.

SENATOR BONACI C: WI 1l Senat or
Savino yield to another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senator Savino, will you continue to yield?
SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.
SENATOR BONACI C: So there is no

requi renent to have a crimnal background
check for a donestic worker to conme into ny
honme unless |, the enployer, elect to have

one; is that correct?

SENATOR SAVI NG That is correct.

But that is consistent with nost workpl aces,
unl ess you have established the practice of
doi ng a crimnal background check on your

prospective enpl oyees, as some enpl oyers do.
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In addition, you could determ ne,
as the prospective enployer, that you'd Iike
to have that person cleared through the State
Central Registry for Child Abuse and Negl ect
or the Sex Ofender Registry. Watever the
standards that you determ ne for your
wor kpl ace.

SENATOR BONACI C. kay. Would

you yield for another question?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.
SENATOR BONACI C. I n speaki ng on
the bill, you' ve tal ked about 200, 000 domestic

workers. Can | ask you, where did you get
that figure fronf

SENATOR SAVI NO The nunber is
based upon the Donmestic Wrkers United, which
is an unbrella advocacy group that reaches out
to donmestic workers. And that's their
estimation that there are about 200, 000.
There in fact could be nore.

SENATOR BONACI C. kay. Do you
know - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Do you wi sh her to continue to yield, Senator

Bonaci c?
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SENATOR BONACI C: Yes. Excuse
me. Thank you for rem nding ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

Senat or Savi no, do you w sh --

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Bonaci c, you may proceed.

SENATOR BONACI C. Do you know
what percentage of those workers are illega
i mm grants?

SENATOR SAVI NO | woul d assune
that many of the donestic workers, because
they are foreign-born, could potentially be
undocunent ed wor kers.

SENATOR BONACI C. kay. So --

SENATOR SAVI NO VWi ch i s what
makes them particularly vul nerable. However,
| abor | aw applies to undocunented workers in
New York State with respect to m ni num wage
standards and any of the other issues that
apply to workers if you are enpl oyed by an
enpl oyer.

SENATOR BONACI C: WI 1l Senat or

Savino yield to another question.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savi no, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. You spoke on
the bill about justice. Do you believe that
the pay that enployers give to donestic
workers now is greater than the pay they woul d
be receiving in their country of origin, where
they came from before they were deened an
illegal inmgrant?

SENATOR SAVI NO Vel |, one,
Senat or Bonacic, it's hard to answer that
guestion because |'d have to know where every
donestic worker cane fromand be aware of what
the prevailing wage for a donestic worker in
that country would be. So | can't answer that
guesti on.

What | do know is, though, that
we're not setting a wage floor in this bill.
W were very cogni zant of those concerns about
not addi ng expenses onto famlies that are
hiring donestic workers. So we don't have a

wage floor beyond the m ni num wage. Wich, by
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the way, they are required to pay. |If you do
have a donestic worker, you're required to
mnimally pay the m ni num wage.

The determ nati on about how nuch
you woul d pay that donestic worker woul d be
made between the enpl oyer and the worker. W
are not requiring enployees of domestic
workers to provide health insurance. W're
cogni zant of the cost of providing a single
plan for a single enployee.

So we're not establishing a wage
floor, we're not requiring enployers to pay
anyt hing nore than what they agree to pay that
domestic worker, as long as it is mninmally
the m ni nrum wage of the State of New York.

And if they work overtinme, then to pay them
what the Fair Labor Standards Act says nust be
applied, which is tine and a half beyond

40 hours a week.

SENATOR BONACI C: M. President,
will Senator Savino yield to another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savi no, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Senat or Savi ho continues to yield.

SENATOR BONACI C. Did you contact
the Budget Ofice to get a fiscal inpact on
what the anount of worknen's conpensati on
woul d be or a percentage of those donestic
wor kers, 200, 000 or nore, and how it would
affect the state and the businesses that would
have to pay for it?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thr ough you
M. President, the State of New York's -- the
fiscal inpact on the State of New York woul d
be mnimal. Wat we would be doing is
requesting the Departnment of Labor to now
enforce this law, as they enforce every other
| abor |l aw that exists in the State of
New Yor K.

Wth respect to how nmuch it would
cost a prospective enployer to cover for
wor kers' conpensati on and unenpl oynent
i nsurance, that's set in statute. They would
be notified by the Departnent of Labor how
much that woul d be.

For a single enployee, it's a
relatively small anount of noney. But | don't

have the exact doll ar anount. For i nstance,
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tenporary disability insurance is about
60 cents per week, and the entire cost can be
passed through to the enpl oyee.
The cost of contributing to
wor kers' conpensation for a single enployee is
relatively small. It could be done through
the state's TDI. And with respect to
unenpl oyment insurance, again, we're talking
about a relatively snmall anmount of noney.
Wi ch coul d be deducted fromthe enpl oyee's
paycheck as an of fset.
SENATOR BONACI C: WI 1l Senat or
Savi no continue to yield for another question?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Savino, will you continue to yield?
SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savi nho continues to yield.
SENATOR BONACI C: If there is a
couple that hires a nanny for the week and
t hat domestic worker or nanny becones
di sabled -- hurts their back, spine injury --
just so | understand the bill, and that
domestic worker is permanently disabl ed,

50 percent, 70 percent, does that fam |y of
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two have to pay those disability paynments to
that domestic worker so long as that donestic
wor ker is permanently disabl ed?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thr ough you
M. President, just as with any other
enpl oyee, if you have someone in your enployee
and they become disabled, their disability
benefits woul d be paid out through the state's

Tenporary Disability Insurance Fund.

SENATOR BONACI C: Qut of the
state fund.

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.

SENATOR BONACI C. kay. Thank
you.

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thank you

SENATOR BONACI C: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Bonacic, on the bill.

SENATOR BONACI C: Now, we al
want to treat our enployees fairly and
humanely. But what is disturbing to nme in
this discussion is that many of those domestic
workers are in this country illegally, and now
we are passing legislation to entitle themto

wor knen's conp benefits, disability benefits,
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and all the |labor rights -- from soneone that
should not be in this country legally. And I
find that disturbing.

The second point that 1'd like to
make, | think there can be a huge fisca
i mpact on our worknen's conp fund and our
disability fund for a percentage of these
enpl oyees who may get hurt. W wi sh none of
them get hurt. But we know policenen,
firenmen, there's a percentage of 10,000 people
t hat becone di sabled as part of natural
occurrences. |'mconcerned with that.

And then if accidentally an
i nnocent couple hires a crimnal and they find
somet hi ng goes wong, or they subsequently
find out that person is a crimnal but that
domestic worker didn't do anything wong while
they were in their honme, |1've got to give them
a two-week notice before they leave? And if
t he donestic worker says, Hey, | may have been
acrimnal, but I didn't do anything wong in
your house so you don't have the right to |et
nme go unl ess you give ne two weeks' notice --
I think we're |acking conmmon sense here.

For many reasons, we shoul d be
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voting against this legislation. But the nost
offensive is that we're giving rights to
people that are in this country illegally, and
| say that is wong. |If you want to do that,
give a referendumin Novenber. Let the people
decide that of this state, and not do this
back- door pernmanent rights of collective
bargaining for illegal inmgrants.

It's not to say they're bad peopl e.
I"'mnot saying they're bad people. Let them
go through the process of becomng a citizen
and/or a green card to be here legally, and
then give themthe benefits.

So for that reason, |I'mvoting no
with an exclamati on point.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Bonacic to be voting in the negative.

Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President. Wuld Senator Savino yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Savino, will you yield to Senator
Sal and for questions?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes, Senat or

Sal and.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Sal and, she'll vyield.

SENATOR SALAND: Senat or Savi no,
in your exchange with Senator Bonacic did |
hear you say that a parent woul d have the
ability to do a crimnal background check?

SENATOR SAVI NO. As any enpl oyer
has the ability to establish conditions of
pre-enpl oynment .

So if a parent -- Senator Sal and,
if a parent who decides to take on the
services of a domestic worker to either be a
nanny or a caregiver of an elderly person
determ nes that as a condition of
pre-enpl oynment in their hone they want a
crim nal background check, they have the right
to do that. Just as any other enpl oyer does.

SENATOR SALAND: Wul d Senat or
Savi no continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senator Savino, will you continue to yield?
SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.
SENATOR SALAND: [f I"msuch a

parent, how woul d you suggest that | do that?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Senat or Savi no.

SENATOR SAVI NO Vel |, Senator
Sal and, | would imagine that if one wanted to
do a crimnal background check, they woul d
consult with the Departnent of Labor to
det ermi ne how ot her enployers do it and then
proceed in the sanme fashion.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
Thank you, Senator Savi no.

I'"d like you to continue to
yield -- well, I'"ll ask you another question
and 1'Il conme back to the other.

What is a casual |aborer?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Savino, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO Excuse nme?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senator Savino, will you continue to yield?
SENATOR SALAND: What is a casua
| aborer?
SENATOR SAVI NO A casual | aborer

woul d be soneone who shows up to clean your
house on, say, a Tuesday. They conme every
Tuesday. And in between working for you, they

al so cl ean soneone el se's house. So you don't
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have -- it's not a prinmary enpl oyee/ enpl oyer
relati onship. You are not their sole
enpl oyer.

W define what a donestic worker is
inthe bill as either a full-tinme enpl oyee of
40 hours, minimally 40 hours, or 20 to 40
hours, not working for someone el se.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
Senator Savino, if you'll continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senat or Savi no - -

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.
SENATOR SALAND: On page 7 of
your bill, at line 10, the current |aw reads

that the term "enpl oyer” does not include the
enpl oynment of donestic workers or casua
| aborers enployed at the place of residence of
his or her enployer.

And you now change that | anguage to
say "includes the domestic workers enpl oyed at
the place of residence of his or her

enpl oyer," and you delete all reference to
casual | aborers.
Now, did they fall into an abyss?

Are they covered by sone thing, sone body?
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Because by deleting them | would think it's
inmplied that they now have sone ot her status,
and that status would be that they are now
under the definition of what constitutes being
an enpl oyer.

SENATOR SAVI NO Hol d on one
second, Senator Saland, so | can read it.

M. President, through you. So the
section of the bill that you're referencing
begins with the term"enpl oyer," includes the
enpl oynment of donestic workers. And we're
striking out the section "does not include."
Because prior to the establishnment of this
| egi sl ation, you could not --

SENATOR SALAND: Coul d you excuse
me, Senator Savi no.

Wul d soneone pl ease shut off their
cel | phone? Thank you.

SENATOR SAVI NO Prior to the
passage of the Donmestic Wrkers' Bill of
Ri ghts, the concept of enploynment of a
domesti c worker was not covered by the | aw.

So we are including donmestic workers now -- an
enpl oyer of a donestic worker as an

enpl oyer -- and striking "casual |aborer,"”
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whi ch could refer to an individual such as a
part-ti me housekeeper who only shows up
intermttently, or perhaps soneone who comnes
in to mow your |awn or things of that nature.
SENATOR SALAND: Again, if you'l
continue to yield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senat or Savi no, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.
SENATOR SALAND: If that's the
case, then what we've done is we've -- you

have del eted reference to casual |aborers as
not bei ng under the unbrella of enployer. But
they have to go somewhere. They have to be
somewhere, they have to be picked up
sonewher e.

So shoul d there not be another
sentence, unless it's not your intention, that
says that a casual |aborer is still excluded
fromthe definition of who shall be enpl oyed
by an enpl oyer?

SENATOR SAVI NO One second.

M. President, through you. 1In
consulting with ny counsel here, originally

this section of the |aw was a noni ncl usi onary
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section which outlined that donestic workers
and casual | aborers would not fit underneath
this category. So we are changing it to an
i ncl usi onary | anguage now, to include donestic
wor kers, but we're still onmitting casua
| aborers. Wiich were omtted under the
original statute.

If that makes -- if that answers
your questi on.

SENATOR SALAND: Quite candidly,
| don't think it does. But thank you.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Sal and, on the bill.

SENATOR SALAND: Wth reference
to this last point, which is a relatively
m nor point, but a point nonethel ess, casua
| aborers have just gone into the abyss of |
have no idea where or what -- | have no idea
what their relationship is to an enpl oyer.
The | aw was pretty clear before that they were
excluded fromterns and conditions of
enpl oynment. They' ve been deleted fromthe
| anguage that existed in the prior |aw

And | would respectfully submt
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that if it's Senator Savino's intention that
they not be included or covered as she is now
provi ding for donestic workers, that there be
a sentence added to this particul ar

par agraph -- or anypl ace el se she m ght think
appropriate -- that nakes it clear that casua
| aborers are not intended to be covered by the
change that now she woul d have applied to
donesti c workers.

On the prior point with regard to
fingerprinting -- I'"'msorry, with regard to
crim nal background checks, the only way you
can get a crimnal background check is if you
go through a fingerprinting process. That's
the only bona fide way of doing it. That's
what we require by |aw for purposes of doing
crim nal background checks on peopl e who woul d
want to get a license for one or another
position, for people who are going to be
working with children, in many instances. W
required that when we did crimnal background
checks on school enpl oyees.

The only way you can do it is you
go through the FBI and the DCJS. You cannot

i ndependently, w thout enabling |egislation,
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have the ability to get that authority.

So to say that a parent can do a
crim nal background check, you nay be able to
hire a private investigator if that's what you
would |ike to do, and that private
i nvestigator may have the ability to give you
some senbl ance of an investigation. But you
certainly cannot get the kind of crimna
background check that's associated with
getting a license or that's associated with
di fferent types of child protective
enpl oynent .

And continuing on the bill, if I
may, M. President, I'd like to revisit the
poi nt that was raised by Senator Lanza a bit
earlier.

| -- and | believe I've nentioned
on this floor on nore than one occasion, |
handl ed many child negl ect and abuse cases for
my county a nunber of years ago. And while |
appreciate the efforts of Senator Savino and
Senat or Lanza to work out |anguage that woul d
inure to the benefit of protecting children,
we all know of stories -- and there are a

nmyriad of them-- where a child is taken to an
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enmer gency room under circunstances that can't
fully be explained -- a broken bone, a burn,
the child allegedly fell down the stairs, put
hi s hand on a hot burner.

And t hese are anong the reasons why
we've required that reports be retrained for a
much nore extensive period of time than they

once were, to see if there's any kind of

hi story.

| would be deeply troubled to be
placed in a situation -- and while | don't
have children, | -- well, | do have children,
they're adult children -- | don't have young

children and wouldn't find nyself in this
situation, | do have four young grandchil dren.
I would hate to see ny children put
in a position where they would be required, in
order to have peace of mnd, to effectively
buy out sonmebody who they have reason to
bel i eve, and perhaps could not prove in a
court of law and certainly under the burden of
proof required here -- and reasonabl e, just
the word "reasonable" is always a factua
i ssue -- reasonable good faith is certainly

al wvays a question of fact.
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You' re basically inposing upon the
parent a burden of a litigation that they're
not going to go through. You're basically
saying if you have reason to term nate
sonmebody' s enpl oynent under circunstances
whi ch you think are in the best interest --
and here I'mreferring to someone who's caring
for a child -- of that child, you effectively
have to buy out, buy out the person who you
bel i eve may be perpetrating sone offense
agai nst your child.

Very simlarly, if there are things
that may be m ssing fromyour hone and you
can't say concl usively that sonebody has taken
them again, you nay be forced to buy soneone
out in order to get peace of mnd that wll
make you feel as if your hone is not being
vi ol ated or your child is not being threatened
or vi ol at ed.

So, M. President, | intend to vote
against this bill. And | would ask that ny
col | eagues, notw thstandi ng the | audabl e
purpose of the bill, vote against the bill.
And perhaps there's another version of the

bill that can address sone of these issues
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that might in fact nake it a bit nore
pal at abl e and al so a bit nore protective.

Thank you, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you, Senator Sal and.

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you
M. President. | rise in support of this
| egi slation --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Schnei derman, on the bill?

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMVAN: On the
bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Schnei derman, on the bill

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: And | rise
in support of this bill. 1 want to thank
Senator Savino and all the others who have
wor ked on it.

And | want to take issue with sone
of ny coll eagues on a very basic aspect of
this bill.

This | egislation provides very
basic, very minimal rights to a |large class of

wor kers who have been deni ed those rights.
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The objections that we're hearing that rel ate
to term nation provisions deal with a very
smal|l portion of the bill and | believe have
been m sst at ed.

Al'l workers, if you have a right,
have a right to redress if your rights are
wongfully term nated. The di scussi on about
what happens when an enpl oyer wongfully
term nates an enployee | think are taken out
of context.

We're not saying, as has been nmde
cl ear, you have to keep someone in your hone.
We're just saying that if you do not have --
and I'mreadi ng the | anguage of the statute --
a reasonabl e good faith belief that the
enpl oyee has committed sone m sconduct, you
have to pay themout. This is a mninmal
penal ty i nposed on an enpl oyer who acts
wi t hout a reasonabl e good-faith belief.

Ladi es and gentl enen, we are taking
tal ki ng about thousands and t housands of
peopl e who today are wi thout any rights, who
wor k | ong hours, who provide essentia
services. You have to have a renedy where you

have a right. This bill provides a renedy if
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your rights are violated. There's no way
around that, |adies and gentlenmen. You can't
provides rights to domestic workers w thout
providing a renedy for the violation of those
rights.

This is sinple justice, |adies and
gentlenmen. It is justice that has | ong been
denied. And | assure you that this m ninal
set of rights, inasnuch as we're making
hi story here, we're naking history that shoul d
have been witten a long tine ago. |'msorry
it's taken this |ong.

I'"'m glad we have so many people
here who are advocates who cane to ny
synagogue, B' nai Jeshurun; we had a great
rally. You ve been rallying all over the
State of New York. | believe the
overwhel m ng majority of the people of the
State of New York recognize that sinple
justice nmust be done.

The provisions that have been cited
over and over again by ny coll eagues really
are somet hing you nust have to provide the
nmeani ng of rights. |If there's no renedy,

there's no right. This bill provides m nimal
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rights, it provides a mninmal renedy.

Thank you, Senator Savino. | hope
everyone will vote for this bill, and I am
proud to vote for it today, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Par ker.

SENATOR PARKER: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Parker, on the bill.

SENATOR PARKER: | rise also to
support this bill. Let me give ny nost
heartfelt congratul ati ons to Senator Savino
for all her hard work and for preparing so
well on this.

This is a long tine comng. This
is not nearly even the |last step, but a nere
first step for what we need to do for workers
and particularly donmestic workers around this
state.

| cone froma district in Flatbush,
East Fl at bush, M dwood, Ditmas Park,

Kensi ngton and Boro Park, where we have a
| ar ge nunber of donestic workers. And | know
that this will be an inportant piece of

| egislation that's really going to change
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their lives, that's really going to give their
life chances a big boost.

And it's really the kind of thing
that we should have done really a long tine
ago. As Senator Schneiderman indicated, this
is, you know, a first and small step that we
need to take, that these rights are really
just sone basic rights. You know, what we're
tal ki ng about here is, you know, not a gol den
parachute. You know, this is not a Wl
Street bailout, you know, CEO type of scenario
here we're tal king about. W're just talking
about sone real basic things that everybody
who wor ks and who is engaged in the | abor
mar ket ought to have access to.

And so | amglad that we're taking
this step today. |'m asking nmy coll eagues
across the aisle to join us in doing this
important thing for all of our conmmunities.
know t hat some peopl e are concerned about
i ssues around immgration. And it's
interesting that, you know, no one is here
sayi ng we shouldn't be hiring people who are
not citizens and people who are not -- you

know, we should not be hiring people who are
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out of status, we're just sinply stating that,
well, we want to still hire people who are not
in status, but we just don't want to give them
any rights. W just want to just nake sure
that we can keep themon the margi ns of
society and not provide themw th the kind of
basic things that they ought to have in order
to participate in this great denocracy.

| say that this is but a first step
inthis state. But what this really harkens
tois two things that need to happen and we
ought to be reaching out to our Congressiona
menbers and our President to do.

One is significant inmmgration
reform W need significant imgration
reform and we've seen that from our debate in
this chanber and the national debate around
what's happening in Arizona. But this debate
al so raises the issue around i mm gration and
the fact that we ought to be | ooking for
significant imrmgration reform

The second thing is that this
real ly ought to be the begi nning of what we
are adding to a national novenent around

domestic workers nationally. That this issue
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is not a New York State issue exclusively,
this is an issue that in fact donestic workers
are experiencing around the country.

You know, sone of you, you have
t eenage kids and you m ght have seen "The
Nanny Diaries.”" Well, the reality is in
New York there are the real nanny diaries, and
those nanny diaries are not happy endi ngs that
are Disney stories. They are sonetines very
tragic and deal with a | ot of abuse and | abor
and things that aren't very pretty and we
woul d never cover on TV.

This, Diane Savino, is a step to
start changing that story so that workers in
this state can have a happy ending. Thank you
so much. I'mvoting aye, and | encourage any
col | eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Espada.

SENATOR ESPADA: Thank you,

M. President, for the opportunity.

| do want to succinctly state that
this is landmark human rights legislation. MW
only dismay is that | can't vote twice for it

fromthe 33rd District, having had so many of
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you visit our offices with pictures of black
eyes and broken noses and tal es of despair.

The state of wonen worl dwi de is not
good. Gender discrimnation and viol ence
clains the |lives of hundreds of thousands of
wonen. And | know you cone fromdifferent
pl aces throughout the globe, but you come as
many of us cane.

You know, | don't quite know the
definition of a person that's worthy of human
rights. But | know you canme to this country,
wher ever you cane from because had you a
vi sion of Anerica that you were taught in your
school s, that you watched on TV. And so we
were the | and of opportunity, we were the | and
of the United States Constitution -- and by
the way, a docunent of liberation that itself
has nmet many litigious contests in the courts.
So the idea that sonmething nay end up in court
certainly was not in the mnd of our founding
f at hers.

But the idea that we are all
entitled to these basic rights was excl uded
fromyou during the |last Great Depression, in

the 1930s, when a great president, FDR and
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the national |egislature said no to domestic
workers, it said no to farmvrkers. Today we
go fromno | everage and no rights and no sick
days and no hol i days and no vacati on days and
no notice to all of the bills contained in
your great work, Senator Savi no.

It is andmark | egi sl ation not
because we get to set the exanple for the rest
of the United States of Anerica, but in fact
the world over, where you cone from And God
bl ess you for seeing in us what we sonetinmes
can't see in ourselves.

It is very poignhant that today we
celebrate, first and forenost, very properly
so, freedomfighters, folks who gave their
lives in Wrld War 11, in the Korean War, in
Af ghani stan and lraq right now.

And so Senator Savino and those of
us who support this |egislation and those of
us who will continue to vote for human rights
owe you a debt of gratitude. Because |ong
bef ore pencil was put to paper, |ong before
this becanme | think a D print, long before it
gets enacted in the other chanber, you were

the fire, you were the fury, you were the
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source that gets us to this point today when
we can pass this bill and say a better day is
com ng.

| nust tell you that a greater
injustice, M. President, is the rationing out
of human rights. [If we know t oday that
farmwrkers have no rights, thousands of them
if we know that the sane case for justice can
be had, can be nmade and can be triunphant here
in these chanbers this year, then we woul d
have failed in our duties.

So | take this opportunity to dea
with this Iong overdue call for justice and
protection for these workers by asking that
soon this chanber take up the Farmworkers'

Bill of Rights as well.

"Il be voting in favor. Thank you
so very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you, Senator Espada.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President. Thank you very nuch.
I want to thank the Senate sponsor,

Senat or Savino, for her hard work on this
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bill. She certainly organized and | think put
toget her a conprehensive bill. And it's quite
startling why we're here today debating this
at | ength.

Today, when this bill passes,
hopefully we will be able to hel p over 200, 000
donestic workers here in New York. W' re not
giving themall that nmuch. Basic things that
some of us take for granted -- workpl ace
protections |ike overtime pay, the chance to
take at |east a day off every week, coverage
under unenpl oynent, enploynment discrimnation
| aws. Basic rights which we believe should
really go to all workers in our great state.

It's also unfortunate that we
waited so long to pass this |egislation.

New York in the past was the |eader in

wor kers' rights, labor rights. And to first
pass a bill like this in 2010 | think is far
too | ong.

For soneone like nyself, this sort
of takes on a very personal connotation. |
had the privilege of growing up in a
two-fam |y honme with nmy grandnother, who got

Al zhei ner's di sease at a very young age,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4550

62 years of age. So she was able to stay in
our home as |ong as possible, until it becane
a medi cal necessity that she go to a nursing
hore.

So we hired donestic workers in our
honme. And | know that many of the people who
enpl oy donestic workers appreciate the work
that they do. | know nyself, and ny famly,

t he various workers that worked for us five,
six years taking care of my grandnother becane
famly. W exchanged gifts during the
hol i days, cel ebrated birthdays, because they
were truly doing God's work. They were there
to take care of my grandnother when it was
very difficult for others to take care of her.

And | think that holds true for
nost of the donestic workers across our great
state. W rely on these people to take care
of our children. W rely on themto take care
of our elderly loved ones. W rely on them
for the basic things that we can't do
ourselves. So to deny them equal rights that
go to other workers would be a disgrace.

So | think today, | think what

we're doing is sort of righting a wong that
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unfortunately took too nmuch tinme to do here in
New York State. So, M. President, | vote yes
on this bill, and I'm hopeful that we can
qui ckly have an agreenent with the Assenbly
and make this law in New York State finally
after all these years.

| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Klein to be voting in the affirmative.

Senator Smith.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Senat or Savi no, thank you for your
| eadership on this issue. You know, it's been
a year or so we have been fighting
aggressively. You have shepherded this piece
of legislation in such a way that | hope it
beconmes a nodel on how one can nove a piece of
| egi sl ation through this chanber, with ny
assunption that sone Republicans will be
voting for this as well.

To ny friends who are in the
gal l ery, thank you for keeping us focused.
It's alittle bit unfortunate that you had to

work this hard. But all hard work yields good
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results, and | believe today you will have
that result.

It is inportant. Two hundred
t housand wor kers. Senator Schnei derman tal ked
about basic rights, sonmething that you
deserve. Coll eagues, they have a job. Wen
you have a job, you deserve certain rights and
benefits fromhaving at a job. | have a job.
| have certain basic rights that | get from
having that job. | believe all you' re asking
for is to have that sane respect. And today
you you're going to get that same respect,
because Senator Savi no has worked very hard
for that.

This is a basic rights bill. As ny
col | eagues have said, there has been a nunber
of statenents on the floor that were
i naccurate with regard to the extent of what
this bill does. And perhaps, Senator Savino,
you coul d have worked a little harder and put
nore stuff in here. But at the end of the
day, what is happening is that you are now
goi ng to have the same respect that you
deserve, the sanme respect that you asked for,

the sane respect that you asked for when you
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canme into every one of our offices.
Patiently, you waited, and now your patience
is going to pay off.

We have nore to do. This is just a
begi nning. But this is your day. Do not |et
anyone rob you of your success that you have
proven that this systemcan work if you stay
focused and you band toget her.

Congratul ations to you. Congratulations to ny
col | eague Senator D ane Savino. And

congratul ations to ny col |l eagues who are goi ng
to do the right thing on behalf of these

i ndi vi dual s.

Thank you, Senator. | wll be
voting in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Smith to be voting in the affirmative.

Senat or Adans, on the bill.

SENATOR ADAMS: Thank you,

M. President.

And | just want to say both to
Senat or Lanza and Senator Bonacic and to those
of you who are in the gallery, some of their
guestions, you know, both Senator Bonacic and

Senator Lanza, really they asked questions
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fromthe heart, and | don't think one should
personal i ze and feel that they didn't. Those
are some concerns they had and they wanted to
raise.

But et nme just give a few points
that we need to know of. Soneone raised a
guestion about a background check. Let ne |et
you in on a secret. You don't do a crimna
background check for Senators. OCkay? There
is no crimnal background check for any
Senator that's elected. So you know, that's
nunber one.

And just go down for a nmonment. To
say in Gabon they're paying soneone a quarter
and in New York they're paying them $2 under
m ni mum wage but at | east they get nore than
in Gabon, you don't -- there's no -- you know,
tyranni cal actions cannot be based on
intensity. What's wong is wong. You don't
sit and state that, well, they' re denying you
over where you canme fromand so we should be
abl e to deny you just one notch nore. That's
W ong.

The reason we are Anericans is

because we set the tone on what's right. W
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don't set the tone fromthe bottom up, we set
the tone fromthe top up. People who are
enpl oyed are deserving of basic rights, and
this is what Senator Savino is stating.

And so we can phil osophi ze and
romantici ze on all the other issues that get
away fromthe basic rights. And if you wll
| ook closely on the floors of these galleries,
you will see the fingernails that were bit off
from countl ess nunber of people who nmade the
pilgrimage to sit up in these rafters hoping
that we will have the audacity and respect to
vote the right way although we do not live
what you live. This is what this is about.

Every group of Americans --

Chi nese- Anericans, Italian-Anericans,
Irish-Anericans, African-Anericans -- all sat
in those galleries one day and bit off their
nail s hoping that they can get 32 votes just
so they could be treated with a | evel of
dignity and respect. There's nothing
different fromthis group that's here.

They' ve all, we've all nade this pilgrinmge.

It was only the beginning of |ast

year when we saw the gay comunity sitting up
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in those rafters. Wnen that were fighting
for the right to vote sat in those rafters.
Italian-Anericans that nmade their way past
Ellis Island sat up in those rafters.

Chi nese- Aneri cans that were working in

sweat shops sat up in those rafters. There's a
hi story of people who sat up in these rafters.

What you are asking for is no
di fferent than every Anmerican that nade their
way here. You did a pilgrimge through 87
North to conme here and follow the rich
tradition of Americans that nerely stated, W
too |l ove Anerica and we too want to benefit
from Aneri ca.

And hunman rights are not based on
your inmgration status. You don't | ook at
your inmgration status, | don't want to see
your green card before | decide if |I'm going
to treat you |like a human being. | won't sit
and raise the question "But first let ne find
out if you're here legally or illegally."
That's a federal governnent problem New
Yorkers treat people with dignity and respect
regardl ess of what's in your passport. And

don't |let anyone deny you the right to be
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treated |i ke a hunman being nerely because of
your inmgration status. You deserve to be
treated |i ke a hunman bei ng.

I"'m hearing all of this el oquence
about, well, you're an illegal alien so we can
treat you a certain way. W can pay you | ess
based on you should be |ucky you' re here.
Listen closely to that. That's what they told
every inmgration group, every one. Every
i mm grant group was told that.

This is a | andnmark pi ece of
| egi sl ati on, and we can only retrospectively
appreci ate what Senator Savino did. Can you
i magi ne the joy that | can actually vote on a
pi ece of |egislation that inpacts ne
personally it? | sat down as a child every
ni ght and watched ny nother's footprints in
the snow as she was a donestic worker, and
woul d only sleep after they were covered up
fromthe snow. Coming home at 7 o' clock in
the norning after cleaning house after house.
And here | got the right nowto vote on a bil
that inpacts ny life.

I don't speak for those people; |

am t hose people. W're going to pass this
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bill here today. And hopefully your son or
daughter will cone on this floor one day and
vote on a piece of legislation that a

nail -biting person had to hope that 32 people
came together and, although they didn't Iive
your experience, they understood your pain and
under st ood your experience. That's what this
is all about.

| am proud to be able to vote for
this legislation. |1'mproud to be part of
this landmark experience that's about to take
place. |'mproud to know that we have the
opportunity to make sure every enpl oyee in
this state is treated better than what we
treat animals. To hear Senator Savino state
horses are all owed two days off. Horses.

If horses are allowed two days off
and people are telling you you don't have the
right to two days off, or one day off, | can't
believe that. Forgive them They know not
what they do. Forgive them They will have
the opportunity one day to retrospectively
| ook over this nmonment of this |andmark piece
of legislation, and they will understood that

they were on the wong side of history. And I
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don't think anything is nore tragic than
| ooki ng over your |life and realizing you were
on the wong side of history.

Today | vote aye on this bil
because | want history to know I'mon the
right side of all those who have adorned those
rafters, who have bit off their nails, who
have hoped that 32 people can find the
audacity to vote the right way and give you
the rights of dignity and respect that this
country is known for. | aman Anerican, and
this is the Anerican way to go. Wlcone to
t he universe of being respected based on our
vot e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Diaz, on the bill.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill.

| am Puerto Ri can, black w th kinky
hair. And the majority of the people you see
sitting there are Hispanic. And the majority,
| believe, of domestic workers are Hispanic.
And | feel good and feel bad, and I wll tell
you why, M. President.

| feel bad when | hear Senator

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4560

Bonacic telling the whole world that we are
doing this for the undocunented and that we
are going to give them nedi cal benefits,
unenpl oynment benefits, worker conpensation
benefits, disability insurance benefits to
undocunented. That's kind of offensive.

| believe, M. President, that the
State of New York has a | aw agai nst hiring
undocunent ed people. | believe that people
that hire the undocunented are being puni shed
by the law. So I find that kind of insulting
and offensive, telling the whole world that
we're doing this because we are going to hire
undocunent ed.

| feel good, M. President, because
I hear ny coll eagues, with such a passion,
supporting practically ny people. Senator
Adans spoke about dignity and respect. And |
hope that the sane passion, the sanme fervor
the sane fire we could find to support Senator
Espada's bill for the farmwrkers that are
al so being unjustly treated.

So | hope that I will find the same
fire, the sanme passion to support that bil

and to take care of the farmmrkers that are
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al so Hispanic, the magjority of them [In
Spani sh. ]

So, M. President, thank you very
much for this word. | know that you didn't
understand anything that | said in Spanish.
But I"'mjust telling nmy -- sone of the
H spani c people sitting there the victory that
they are getting today and that we need their
support for the farmmrker bill too, because
they also need it.

So I'mtelling themthat they wll
wal k out of here happy -- happy because they
got a victory, happy because they got a
historic vote -- but don't forget that there
are other workers as they that need their
support to get for themthe sane thing they're
getting today.

Thank you, M. President. And
t hank you, | adi es and gentl enen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you, Senator Diaz.

Senat or Perkins, on the bill.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

I"mgoing to support this bill.
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["1l be brief, because |I know nmuch has been
said and | agree with all of it.

Senator Adans, | didn't get a
chance to neet your nother, though she does
rem nd ne of ny grandnother. And in fact,
when | |l ook up there, | see your nother and ny
grandnot her up there in all those faces of al
t hose wonen, who cane hone |ike your nother
came hone or came hone |ike my grandnot her
came hone, to take care of the famly, and
were treated as second-cl ass workers,
second-cl ass citizens.

Senator Savino, | want to thank you
so nmuch for the extraordinary acconplishnent
you've made. | know this was not an overni ght
sensation; this took a lot of work. And |
know t hat we've heard sone prejudices that
were disturbing. But we've nade history, you
have made history, we've been able to join you
in making history in a very, very inportant
way that resonates not only with respect to
t he donestic workers' rights, which | believe
are as American as apple pie, but also with
respect to the farmmrkers' rights, that

hopefully we'll be able to get an opportunity
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to nove in the sane direction

And hopefully this debate, this
di scussion will not only bring out those
prejudi ces but will also give us an
opportunity to grapple with them and maybe
nove away fromthem It's sonetines a little
surprising to see sonme of the thinking that we
have still anobngst us.

But it's all good. It's all good
because we're noving forward, it's all good
because it's an honest debate, it's an
i nportant debate. And the right thing, after
all is said and done, is going to be done, and
we're all going to feel very good about it.

This is one of the proudest nonents
any of us could feel in a body like this, to
be able to do for so few what has been done so
often for so many -- they who are wonen,
especially, who have had to struggle with
being treated with respect and dignity and get
the right kind of pay and treatnment for the
work that apparently is very essential. A lot
of folks can't do wi thout them

And in fact, they're afraid that

this lawwi Il alienate you fromthem And
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quite the opposite. You will be even nore
bonded with themthan ever before, and in a
way that will be nore dignified than ever
bef ore.

So |I'm honored at this nonent to be
able to be a part of this historic occasion
for this leadership in this Senate, this
historic | eadership in this Senate. This
coul d not have been done otherw se.

And so congratul ati ons agai n.
Congratulations to all of you. I'mgoing to
say hello to ny grandnother, |I'mgoing to say
hello to your nother. | know they're sitting
up there just like you. | see you, G andma,
right there smling. | see you. And |I'mhere
too. GCkay? So thank you for bringing ne
her e.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Duane, on the bill.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you,

M. President.

I want to thank and congratul ate

Senat or Savino for her determnation, her --

real ly, her doggedness on this |egislation.
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And she just -- her heart being so nuch into
this | think is what has noved it to the floor
today, and | think that's really wonderful.

| was interested to hear earlier ny
col | eague from Sullivan and Orange and U ster
County to tal k, because ny great-grandnot her
worked for a famly in Goshen as a househol d
servant. And that's -- | want to say she had
some shane around that and what happened to
her while she was working in that househol d.
And her daughter, ny grandnother's sister, ny
Aunt Margaret, also worked as a donestic, and
then was able to go on and becone a teacher in
the New York Gty public school system

And wi thout going in great detai
on the nerits or even the politics of this
| egislation, I do want to say that it's in
part because of who those wonen were in ny
life and what they passed down to ne that | am
really happy to be here to vote for this. And
also sorry that it took us so |ong, but happy
that we are doing this.

And, you know, | believe that this
| egislation is sonmething that in this state we

will be as proud of as we are for the
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organi zi ng that went on because of the
terrible tragedy of the Triangle Fire, which
is abuilding in my district. | amfortunate
enough to live in housing that was built by
the ILGAJ, which was founded as a result of

t hat .

So whether it's this legislation or
our outlawi ng of the child | abor, and because
we al |l oned workers to speak for thensel ves,
am going to be very happy, proud, a little bit
with a feeling of bittersweetness to be able
to vote for this legislation, and | ook forward
to our Governor signing it into law. And I
think that Senator Savino will -- it's just
one of the many reasons that Senator Savino
will have many nentions in our state history
books.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you, Senator Duane.

Senator Peralta, on the bill.

SENATOR PERALTA: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill.
| want to congratul ate Senator

Savino for this | andmark piece of |egislation,
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sonmething that is | ong overdue, as was
previ ously stated.

I want to thank everyone who's here
in the gallery for showi ng up and for pushing
this effort. Because wi thout your effort,
wi t hout your push, this would not becone a
reality today. You definitely did a great job
in mking this a reality, at least in the
New York State Senate, so you should be proud
of yoursel ves today.

| also want to touch on the idea
and the concept that was brought up earlier
about whet her soneone is here undocunented or
not. | have yet to neet or hear of a sales
tax that discrimnates agai nst anyone who's
docunent ed or undocunent ed.

Senators have tried to make the
connecti on between the fact that someone is
here undocunented and how nuch of a burden
it's going to be on the state, that the state
will pick up this burden, whether it's going
to be through workers' conp or whether it's
goi ng to be through other ways.

But | woul d argue that whether

you' re undocunented or you're docunented, when
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you go to the store and you purchase things
and you pay the sales tax, when you pay your
income tax, the state doesn't ask you whet her
you' re docunented or undocunented. The state
does not reject whether you' re docunented or
undocunent ed, or checks. There's no |ist.
They still receive those dollars.

So I would argue that this piece of
| egislation, although it's mninmal, wll
probably pay for itself. Because whether
you' re undocunented or docunented, you stil
pay sales tax. Mny pay incone tax. So it's
going to conme back to New York State. So to
make that argunent, | just wanted to clarify
that it's probably not the best argunent.

But | stand here today very proud
of the fact that I amgoing to be voting on
this landmark piece of legislation. |
happened to vote on a piece of |egislation
that was |landmark in the Assenbly, and now |I'm
going to be able to vote on a piece of
| egislation that's |andmark here in the
New York State Senate.

And this is just about making sure

that people are treated with dignity and
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respect, workers are treated with dignity and
respect. That's what this is all about. So I
don't see why there had to be a two-hour

di scussi on or debate on something so sinple
and so basic as rights. But it is what it is,
and we're here two hours later.

| just want to say that | wll
continue to support you as workers. | know
that many of us will be voting in the
affirmative. And | want to congratul ate you
and say keep up the good work, because now the
work is on the other house. Now the struggle
will be on the other side. And comng from
the other side, | will commt that | wll work
with you to make sure that | get sone of those
menbers to nmake sure that that becones a
reality on that side.

So |l will be voting in the
affirmative. Thank you, Senator Savino, for
your | eadershi p and your vi sion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Huntley, on the bill.

SENATOR HUNTLEY: Yes,

M. President. | would just like to

congratul ate Senator Savino for this bill.
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This bill brings back a | ot of
nmenories for a |l ot of people. And when people
tal k about undocunented, Afro-Anericans were
born docunented. True Anmericans. And there
are many things that have gone on in the lives
of these people that also affected
Afro- Anericans for nmany, nmany years.

So when you listen to people talk
about ot her people's rights, it's kind of
heart breaking that at this point in our |ives,
at this point in the country, that we still
have these prejudices. Because that's what it
is. And | just hope that one day we will all
be able to cone together and care about other
peopl e and their values and care that they
will be able to raise their famlies

You know, just |like Senator Peralta
said, we have nmany, many undocumented chil dren
in our public schools. Nobody asks them
before they take the report card if they're
docurment ed. Nobody cares. W' re no |onger
breaki ng the | aw because there are so nmany
undocunent ed people that we have allowed to
come. They're here, they're |like us.

They' re people, they're human
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bei ngs, and | think we need to understand
that. This is a nelting pot. This is no
| onger just white America. It's a nelting
pot .

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins, on the bill

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to say to those workers who
have sat so quietly in the gallery, those
wor kers who hoped that this nonment woul d cone
and wanted to bear witness to history, those
wor kers who, up until this point, didn't fee
that they had a voice in their place of
busi ness, nuch less in a chanber |ike this.

And it seened that for nme to stay
silent would really be disrespectful of the
struggle that it took for each and every one
of you to be here today.

So as we do this history-naking
vote, as we congratul ate Senator Savino for
her hard work, it rem nds us of why we exist:
To give voice to you. And why you exist: To

encourage others who think that they could
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never, ever stand up to power to understand
that, yes, it can be done. And when you work
together for a cause that's right and just, it
wor ks out .

| stand just to pay tribute. W're
| ooking forward to the vote. | think ny
col | eagues nmust have said that the struggle
continues, it doesn't end here. But when you
| eave here, | hope your heads will be a little
bit higher, your stride a little bit stronger,
and your purpose nore defined.

Congrat ul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Padavan.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Wul d Senat or
Savino yield to a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Savino, will you yield for a question
from Senat or Padavan?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Padavan, Senator Savino will vyield.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Senat or Savi no,
a lot of the discussion seens to be generated

around the issue of legal inmgration, which
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have a slightly different view than sone do.

| happen to believe that those who
are snuggled into this country and pl aced
al nrost in bondage, many as donestic workers,
is an affront to humanity. It's also a cause
of many citizens, people in this country
| egally, not getting the enpl oynent that they
not only qualify for but they should be well
pai d for

Now, here's my question. |[If an
i ndi vi dual who hires a donestic worker |earns
that that person they have hired is in this
country illegally, and they dism ss themfor
that reason, would that enpl oyer be subject to
the sane penalties and procedures that your
bill provides and which you di scussed with
some of ny coll eagues, including Senator
Lanza?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thr ough you
M. President. |'massumng you're referring
to the notice of termnation?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yeah. Yes.

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes, it would
Senat or Padavan.

SENATOR PADAVAN: [t would what?
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SENATOR SAVI NO The notice of
term nation would apply even if the enpl oyee
was an undocunented worker, as many of our
| abor |aws apply to undocunented workers if
they're in enpl oynent.

SENATOR PADAVAN: But woul d you
yi el d, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Savino, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senat or Padavan, she'll continue to yield.
SENATOR PADAVAN: But there's a
section in the bill that deals with

term nation for a reasonabl e cause, or words
to that effect. Wuld this be not be a
reasonabl e cause?
SENATOR SAVI NO. Thr ough you
M. President, the question is would the
determination by the enpl oyer that a domestic
wor ker was an undocunent ed wor ker, coul d that
be used to satisfy the reasonable-faith effort
to avoid the notice of term nation.
(Conferring with counsel.)

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thr ough you
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M. President, with respect to the
determination or the suspicion on the part of
the enpl oyer that the worker is undocunent ed,
it isunlikely that it would not still require
the enpl oyer to provide 14 days' notice of
term nation. Because the way the | anguage is
drafted in the bill, that 14-day notice of
term nation woul d be waived if the enpl oyer
reasonably believes in good faith that the
domestic worker has comm tted assault, negl ect
or abuse.

So just by the suspicion that the
person i s undocunented, it would not waive
that 14-day notice. However, the enployer
could notify the enpl oyee, give themthe
1l4-day notice and tell themnot to conme back.

The bill also doesn't establish a
cause standard for firing workers. Because
essentially, under New York State |abor |aw,
workers are still at-will workers unless
they're covered by a collective bargaining
agreenent. W are al so not providing
col l ective bargaining rights in this bill.

So you can term nate an enpl oyee in

New York State that's not covered by
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col l ective bargaining rights for good reason,
bad reason, or no reason. You just can't
termnate themfor violations of Title VII of
t he Equal Enpl oynment Qpportunities Act.

| hope that answers your question.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Senator, let me
ask you anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Do you wi sh Senator Savino to continue to
yi el d, Senator Padavan?

SENATOR PADAVAN: There are
| aws - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savi no, do you yield for Senator
Padavan?

SENATOR SAVI NO Yes.

SENATOR PADAVAN: There are | aws,
federal and otherw se, that say you must not,
or you're subject to penalty, knowi ngly hire
an illegal immgrant. Wuld that apply to
this case, the situation, the subject area
we're dealing with?

SENATOR SAVI NO | have to think
about that, Senator Padavan.

Wiile yes, it's true, the | aw says
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you' re not supposed to knowingly hire
undocunent ed workers or illegal inmgrants,
however we want to describe them the reality
is enployers do it every day in this state and

every other state across the country.

So would the -- would knowing -- |
still don't believe it would apply. No, |
still don't believe it would apply. | don't

believe it has anything to do with it.

SENATOR PADAVAN: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Padavan, on the bill.

SENATOR PADAVAN: If that is the
case, Senator, you're violating the hunan
trafficking law that we have in this state,
the toughest in the nation. |If the answer to
your question is what you said it is, then
you're violating an already existing statute.

And | don't think you really are.
| think if you ook at it further, you'll find
out you're not.

SENATOR SAVI NO. So perhaps --

t hrough you, M. President, perhaps | didn't
actual ly understand the gquestion as you put it

tonme. So let's try this one again, Senator
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Padavan.
SENATOR PADAVAN: Are we opening
that up agai n?

SENATOR SAVI NO O if you'd like

to speak on the bill and I --
SENATOR PADAVAN: ["ll speak on
the bill. | think we've bel abored the point

| ong enough.

But et nme just make a coupl e of
points. First, | believe that it is all our
responsibilities to ensure that people who are
enployed in this state, no natter what they
are, what that category of enploynent is, are
here in this country either with a green card
or some nmeans, Visa or whatever.

Because particularly in this
category of enploynent, they are the nost
obvi ous and frequent victimof those who cone
to this country illegally. They are the
victimof those who cone in and work for |ess
t han m ni mum wage, off the books, and are
taken advantage of. And so they don't get the
enpl oynment that they're entitled to at the pay
they're entitled to. So | think that is part

of our responsibility to deal with that issue.
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Now, your bill does not have an
exact conpanion in the Assenbly, as |
understand it. And I would suggest to you, as
you work with the Assenbly in comng up with a
bill that is identical, that you take a hard
| ook anot her sonme of these questions that have
been rai sed, because they're not entirely
W t hout nerit.

I"'mgoing to vote for this bill, as
you know. But at the sane tinme, | don't think
we shoul d be nyopic to concerns that have sone
degree of validity, in order to cone up with
up with a statute that not only seeks to
achi eve your objective and your worthy goal s,
but at the sane tinme nmakes sense in sone other
ways.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Seei ng no other Senators wi shing to be heard
on the bill, the debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Savino, to explain her vote.

SENATOR SAVI NO I will yield to
Senat or Onor at o.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Yielding to Senator Onorato to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR ONORATC Thank you,

M. President.

I want to take this opportunity to
congratul ate Diane Savino for all her
per severance and hard work on putting this
bill together. It was a long time in com ng,
and it was one of her nost dedicated m ssions
for this particular session. | want to
congratul ate her. And as the chairman of the
Labor Commttee, we worked very, very closely
putting this bill on the fl oor.

And the next bill that's com ng up
in a very, very short tine is going to be ny
farmwrkers bill, so we're going to do all of
the people of the State of New York the

justice that they deserve.
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| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Onorato will be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Savi no, to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR SAVI NO. Thank you,

M. President.

First, | want to thank all of ny
col | eagues. | know many of you have been
congratulating me on the passage of this bill
today, all the work that I've put into it, but
quite frankly I don't deserve either the
congratul ati ons or the good wishes. It is the
peopl e who are sitting up in this chanber
around here, and it's those of you who hel ped
nme nove this bill forward, the 26 cosponsors,

i ncl udi ng Senator Frank Padavan, those of you
who have engaged ne in discussion on this bill
and | know wi |l continue to.

Believe me, | listened, | heard the
concerns that you have. And | believe it is
critically inportant that as we nove forward
with this bill -- and we will, as we reconcile

with the Assenbly -- I'mgoing to be visiting
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all of you again, asking for your input, your
advice, and to see that we pass a piece of
| egi slation that we can all be proud of.

You know, the history books are
going to wite a lot of interesting things
about the 2009-2010 | egislative session,
there's no doubt about that. Not all of it
will be good. But | hope that before
Decenber 31st of this year that this
| egi sl ative session in the New York State
Senate, which has gotten so rmuch coverage for
so nmany reasons, will also be able to show
that we nade history again for workers
rights, and we're going to do that together.

Tonight is just the first step in

equality and justices for the invisible wonen.

Congratul ations. Invisible wonen rise.
(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Squadron, to explain his vote.
SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you.
Just to join the chorus, |
congratul ate Senator Savi no, despite her
demurring, and the wonen in this chanber and

across the State of New York. This is a
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historic step for this state and also a step
that will change daily I|ives.

It's a rare opportunity as a state
| egi slator to do sonething that you know, when
it becones law, will change lives i mediately.
This will. It's a historic day.
Congratul ati ons, Senator Savino, all of ny
col | eagues, and especially all of the people
who' ve made the trek up here today. It really
has made a difference. Thank you for being
her e.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Squadron to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Mont gonery, to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
M. President.

| also rise to congratul ate Senat or
Savino. This is really a very inportant bill,
and I know you've worked very hard on it.

And the fact of the matter is this
is a wnen's rights bill. And nany of the

wonmen who work in those situations as donmestic
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wor kers are thensel ves parents, and many of
themtake care of their owm famlies. So
while they work for other famlies, they also
have their own famlies.

So this goes a long way in at |east
expressi ng our support that they should have
the right to sone equality and sone equity in
the | abor that they do.

So | conmmend you, thank you, and on
behal f of all of those wonen who depend on
these jobs to support their own famlies, |
thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Montgonery to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Qppenhei ner, to explain her

vot e.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: W' ve been
di scussing this a long tine, so I'll be very
brief.

It just seens that we should, at
this point in our history, be discussing
somet hing so basic to human dignity and human
rights as this issue is that it's hard for ne

to believe that we will be the first state in
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this nation to be discussing this and, with
the help of all of you here, passing it.

So congrats, and we'll be working
hard on this. It's really hard for nme to
believe that we are the first state to touch
this. But for each of you, it's going to make
a great deal -- a big difference in your
lives. And you'll be able to have maybe a
little nore tinme with fam|ly, maybe a little
nore tinme, who knows, to go home to a country
that isn't yours right here.

And | just -- | just hope that it
wi |l have benefits for each one of you.

"1l be voting yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Oppenheiner to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Are there any other Senators that
wi sh to explain their votes?

Seei ng none, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 196 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,
Fl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,

O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell
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Li bous, Little, Marcellino, Mziarz, MDonald,
Nozzol i o, Ranzenhofer, Robach, Sal and, Seward,
Skel os, Vol ker, W nner and Young.

Ayes, 33. Nays, 28.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill passes.

(Loud cheers and appl ause from
gal lery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The Secretary will read.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Li bous, why do you rise?

Order in the chanber, please.

SENATOR LI BOUS: | believe about
an hour and a half ago Senator Padavan had a
poi nt of order about the voting procedure, and
you were going to respond to it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
| was riveted by the debate. W' Il make sure
we get to that point as soon as possible, but
| was caught up in the debate.

The Secretary will read.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Par don ne?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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"Il get to the answer in a nonent. | got
caught up in the debate. The Secretary wl|
read. |'ll just doubl e-check the answer on

voting in your seats.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
365 --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Poi nt of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Poi nt of order.

I"masking for the rule to be read

so the question could be answered.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Li bous, even though we've noved on,
we've noved on, | will gladly say that yes,
they're required to be in their seats when
t hey vote.

SENATOR LI BOUS: So you woul d
repeat that one nore tinme?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Sure, so you can hear. Even though we've
noved on.

SENATOR LI BOUS: What does that

nmean, "even though we've noved on"?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
We've noved on fromthe bill. That was prior
to the bill we voted on

The answer is, Senator Libous, that
they're required to be in their seats when
t hey vote.

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
maybe |' m bei ng confusing, and | apol ogi ze.
was asking for a point of order on the rule
for voting. And whether we noved on or not
didn't seemto be the issue.

So they need to be in their seats
in order to vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Correct, Senator Libous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
You' re wel come, Senator Libous.

The Secretary will now read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
365, by Senator L. Krueger, Senate Print
3584B, an act to anend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Are there any Senators w shing to be heard on
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the bill?

Seei ng none, the debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bells.

(Pause.)

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO I f anybody
is presiding, | have a point of order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFranci sco, what is your point of
order?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Do the
rul es provide a specific amount of -- or a
time limt for which we have to wait for
sonmeone to show up for a vote?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO There's no
such rule? And --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Are you asking for a second point of order?
I"ve just ruled on your first point of order.
The answer is no.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, | have
a second questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

What's your point of order, Senator?
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO To whom do
we refer such a request to in this body in
order to nake a rule of that nature?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFranci sco, | have requested the
menbers of this entire chanber to stay cl ose
to the Senate.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO No, no,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator -- I'mruling on your point of order,
Senat or DeFranci sco, so pl ease.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Go ahead.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you. | have asked the menbers of the
Senate to stay close to their chairs and stay
close to this chanber. (Cbviously maybe one or
two or three have had, unfortunately, reasons
to exit the chanber. W are now going to wait
for them And we are going to wait for them
since there's no time constraint.

So the answer is is you' ve referred
it tone, I'll refer it back to the nenbers of
the body again to rem nd the nmenbers of the

body to pl ease stay close to the Senate
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chanbers.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO May |
repeat ny point of order so you answer the
guestion as opposed to what you just answered.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO My point of
order is to whomdo | refer a request that
there be a rule change to put atinme limt on
the amount of time we have to wait for any
i ndi vi dual nenber to do whatever they're doing
so that the rest of the nenbers don't have to
sit here indefinitely while that person is
doi ng what ever they're doi ng?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFrancisco, |'"mgoing to refer you to
Rul e 11 of the Rules of the Senate of the
State of New York.

"Resol ution to amend the Senate
Rul es. No anmendnent to the Senate Rul es shal
be consi dered by the Senate unless a
resolution for such amendnent, together with a
menor andum speci fyi ng the purpose of the
proposed amendnent, suspension or rescission,

shall be introduced to the Conmittee on Rul es
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and reported therefromto the Senate floor."

So you can take up your request to
the Committee on Rul es.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you,
M. President. | believe we can now go
f orwar d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, Senator DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | thought
I'd fill with the void with sonething.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 365 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,
FIl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,
O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell

Li bous, Little, Marcellino, WMuziarz, MDonal d,
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Nozzol i o, Padavan, Ranzenhofer, Robach,

Sal and, Seward, Skel os, Vol ker, Wnner and

Young.

Ayes, 32. Nays, 29.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

366, by Senator Addabbo, Senate Print 5447C,
an act to amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Seei ng no debate, the debate is closed. The
Secretary will please ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunber 366 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,

Fl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,
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O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell
Li bous, Little, Marcellino, Muziarz, MDonal d,
Nozzol i o, Padavan, Ranzenhofer, Robach,

Sal and, Seward, Skel os, Vol ker, Wnner and

Young.

Ayes, 32. Nays, 29.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

517, by Senator Onorato, Senate Print 2248A,
an act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Seei ng no Senators wi shing to speak on the
bill, debate is closed. The Secretary wl|
pl ease ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Announce the results.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4595

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunber 517 are
Senat ors DeFranci sco, Farley, Flanagan,
Gol den, Giffo, Hannon, O Johnson, Lanza,
Larkin, LaValle, Leibell, Libous, Little,
Marcel | i no, Maziarz, MDonal d, Nozzoli o,
Ranzenhof er, Sal and, Seward, Skel os, Vol ker,
W nner and Young.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 24.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

528, by Senator Addabbo, Senate Print 2866A,
an act to anend the El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Seeing no further debate on the bill, the
Secretary will please ring the bells. Debate
is closed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4596

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFranci sco, to explain his vote.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes, | vote
no on this bill.

And it seens to nme that there nust
be sone kind of notive behind this bill to
have individuals fromthe nore popul ous areas
of the state to travel around the state and
get involved in elections that are nowhere
near their hone.

I don't know of any situation where
if poll watchers are needed, at least in
upstate New York, that the | ocal popul ace who
happen to be registered to vote and vote in
those el ections aren't enough people to be
pol | watchers.

So to nme, this is going to result,
innmy mnd, and the intent of this bill is
going to result in people fromother districts
coming in fromother districts, flooding other
districts to get involved with elections that
are not in their home areas.

| think that's a horrible

precedent. And whether or not those pol
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wat chers happen to be |lawers or not, it's a
horri bl e precedent. And | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFrancisco to vote in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunber 528 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,
Fl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,
O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell
Li bous, Little, Marcellino, Mziarz, MDonald,
Nozzol i o, Padavan, Ranzenhofer, Robach,
Sal and, Seward, Skel os, Vol ker, Wnner and
Senat or Young.

Ayes, 32. Nays, 29.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

566, by Senator Thonpson, Senate Print 6848,

an act to anmend the Public Authorities Law
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Debate is closed. The Secretary will please

ring the bells.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunber 566 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,
Fl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,
O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell
Li bous, Little, Marcellino, Mziarz, MDonald,
Nozzol i o, Padavan, Ranzenhofer, Robach,

Sal and, Seward, Skelos, Vol ker, Wnner and

Young.

Ayes, 32. Nays, 29.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

581, by Senator L. Krueger --
SENATOR KLEI N: Lay the bil
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asi de for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

The bill is laid aside for the day.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

629, by Senator Schnei dernman, Senate Print
7096A, an act to anend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Debate is closed. The Secretary will please
ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect on the 90t h day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Saland, to explain his vote.

SENATOR SALAND: Yes,
M. President.

M. President, |I'm holding a copy
of apparently an editorial fromthe Buffalo
News. And while the subject that it dealt

with is the Enpire Zones, it reads in part as
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fol | ows:

"Taxes are higher in New York,

i nsurance costs nore in New York, electricity
costs nore in New York, l|abor costs nore in
New York, regulations are inpenetrable in
New Yor K.

"The state starts at a di sadvant age
in keeping and attracting business, so it nust
play catch-up twice, first to even the field,
and again to conpete with the incentives
of fered by states that are already nore
busi ness-friendly.

"Wbrrying only about surrounding
states won't get the job done. New Yorkers
are nothing if not nobile, as the large
popul ati on of former Buffalonians in North
Carolina attests. But it's nore than that.

“If a conpany has installations in
several states, including New York, and wants
to expand, it will do so in the state where it
makes the nost econonmi c sense. Qur public

utilities may be hostages,"” and there's nore
of the sane. That editorial could have been
witten about this bill as well.

W are really continuing to drive
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nails into the coffin of maki ng New York
unconpetitive. And what you're doing is
i mposi ng on our ratepayers of our public
utilities the requirenment to pay nore by
i nposi ng this wage requirenment on public
utility conmpany enpl oyees.

M. President, | vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Saland to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Bonacic, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

M. President.

This bill is a job killer, plain
and sinple. It also will raise the energy
costs on businesses and consuners. And the
guestion we ask, if this becones |aw, why
woul d any busi ness ever stay in the State of
New Yor k?

But where it goes over the top, if
an enpl oyer does not pay a prevailing wage, he
is subject to a C felony prosecution, which
carries up to 15 years. Have we gone insane

in this chanber?
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| vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Bonacic to vote in the negative.

Senat or Schnei derman, to explain
his vote.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President. | obviously am supporting this
| egi sl ati on.

And | just want to say, in response
to some of ny colleagues, all this bill does
is expand a basic principle that's already
enbodied in Article 9, which is that if you
accept a state contract, if you work for a
public agency or if you accept the benefits of
state |l aw that enable you to function
essentially as a nonopoly if you're a utility,
you are not, in the State of New York, allowed
to pay poverty wages. The State of New York
shoul d not subsidi ze poverty.

| realize there's a phil osophica
di sagreenent about this. But, |adies and
gentlemen, this is sonething that is worth
fighting for. And just as we took a blow for
domestic workers earlier, we're taking a bl ow

for many thousands of service workers across
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the state. It is worth it to have people paid
prevailing wage. It is worth it to have
peopl e able to support their famlies.

Thi s produces | ong-term benefits
for everyone in this state, and I'mproud to
sponsor and support this |egislation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Schnei derman to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Ranzenhofer, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR RANZENHOFER: Thank you
M. President. Just briefly.

| rise in opposition to this piece
of legislation. They say that insanity is
doi ng the sane thing over and over again and
expecting to get a different result. Wat
this is is another job-killing piece of
| egi sl ati on.

This will increase costs in a state
whi ch al ready has the greatest cost for doing
busi ness in New York State and across the
country. This will cause people to | ose job

and not gain any enploynent in this state.
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We' Il continue to send people out of the state
and search for jobs el sewhere where the jobs
are being created outside of the state.

"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Ranzenhofer to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Any ot her Senator w shing to
expl ain their vote?

Seei ng none, announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 629 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,
Fl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,
O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell
Li bous, Little, Marcellino, Mziarz, MDonald,
Nozzol i o, Ranzenhofer, Robach, Sal and, Seward,
Skel os, Vol ker, W nner and Young.

Ayes, 33. Nays, 28.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at

this time can we please go to a reading of the
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suppl enental active list.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
499, by Menber of the Assenbly Espaillat,
Assenbly Print Nunber 9737, an act to anend
Chapter 266 of the Laws of 1981.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Hannon, why do you rise?

SENATOR HANNON: I"d just like to
know what bill it is. It's not --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
It's Cal endar Nunber --

SENATOR HANNON: Is this the
addition to the regular active list?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Yes.

SENATOR HANNON: Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61. Nays,
0.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

630, by Menber of the Assenbly Espaill at,
Assenbly Print Nunber 8296A, an act to amend
t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Ranzenhofer, why do you rise?

SENATOR RANZENHCFER: | don't
have a copy of this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

One second, Senator Vol ker.
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Senat or Ranzenhofer, the copy of
the bill is in the black book on your desk.
You don't have a copy of the suppl enental
active list?

SENATOR RANZENHCFER: None of nmny
col | eagues do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: It appears that
t he back row, for sone reason, does not have
this.

You don't have it either?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Libous, we're going to hold for a
m nute to make sure that the back row has a
copy of the supplenental active |ist sheet
that you do have in your possession.

Senat or Ranzenhofer --

SENATOR LI BOUS: M. President,
they were | ooking for the usual Senate -- it
says "Senate Calendar."” So | think we've got

everyt hi ng under control.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JCOHNSON:
Senat or Ranzenhofer, is it sufficient in front

of you that --
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SENATOR RANZENHCOFER: Yes.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
suppl enental active list.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this time there will be an inmediate neeting
of the Finance Committee, followed by a
neeting of the Rules Comrittee in the Majority
Conf erence Room

Pendi ng the return of the two
commttees, can we please stand at ease.

I'"d just urge ny colleagues to go
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to committee and get back as quickly as
possi ble so we can finish for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
There will be an imedi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Commttee, followed by an inmediate
neeting of the Rules Comrittee in Room 332.

To echo Senator Klein, please, if
you're menbers joining the comrttees, to
pl ease cone back in. Those nenbers not on the
committees, please stay close.

Pendi ng the return of the Rules
Committee, the Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 8:48 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 9:52 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
believe there's a Rules Cormittee report at
the desk. | nove that we adopt the report at
this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
There is a report of the Rules Committee at

t he desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Smith,
fromthe Comrittee on Rules, reports the
followi ng bills.

Senate Print 103A, by Senat or
Sanpson, an act to anend the Real Property Tax
Law,

3171, by Senator Giffo, an act to
amend the Education Law,

3539A, by Senator L. Krueger, an
act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law,

4876A, by Senator Foley, an act to
anmend the Real Property Tax Law,

5370, by Senator Hassel |l - Thonpson,
an act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law

6279A, by Senator Adans, an act to
amend the Private Housing Finance Law,

7041, by Senator Val esky, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law

And Senate Print 8019, by the
Senate Conmittee on Rules, an act nmaking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Al'l those in favor of adopting the Rul es
Committee report please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The Rules Conmittee report is adopted.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we please go to a reading of the
suppl enent al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
668, by Senator Sanpson, Senate Print 103A, an
act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
669, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 3171, an
act to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of July.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
670, by Senator L. Krueger, Senate Print
3539A, an act to anend the Real Property Tax
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Read the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
671, by Senator Foley, Senate Print 4876A, an
act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

Senator Larkin, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR LARKI N: Alittle nore
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than explain ny vote. W just had a neeting,
and there was a decision here made to clarify
this before we did anything with this bill.

SENATOR LaVALLE: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator LaValle, why do you rise?

SENATOR LaVALLE: Just a point of
information. What bill are we on, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

For a point of information, Senator LaValle,
we' re on Cal endar Nunber 671.

SENATOR LaVALLE: By Senat or
Fol ey?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

By Senator Fol ey.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you.

SENATOR LARKI N: "Il speak on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Larkin, to explain his vote.

SENATOR LARKI N: | understand
where Senator Foley is comng from But when
you | ook at the exenptions, those of you
who' ve served at town or village or cities,

when you do the assessnents and you start to
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say it's transferable, | think we' ve got
another bill that we already did and it says
| ocal option.

| think that we ought to be
| ooki ng, because if sone individual noves from
Point Ato Point B and the benefit that he
gets is better than where he was |iving
bef ore.

And | just asked himat the neeting
if we couldn't have this discussed with the
Associ ation of Towns or the Conference of
Mayors, because it's a good bill. But
sonmebody better nmake sure that they're al
tal king off the same sheet of nusic.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Thank you, Senator Larkin.

Senator Little, to explain her

vot e.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you,
M. President. | would like to explain ny
vot e.

And certainly having a son who is a
vet eran and anot her son who's on active duty,
| support veteran's issues. However, on this

bill | believe it's a |ocal option and it
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differs between towns as to what kind of
veterans tax exenption is given within that
town. And they're taking away -- nornally you
could transfer within a city, town or village
and even though you bought another house, you
could carry that exenption with you

They're taking away city, town and
vill age and saying that you can do that within
a county. For instance, Washington County is
made up of 17 towns and nine villages, sone
whi ch have a veterans exenption, sone which
don't have a veterans exenption.

So ny concern is that now you coul d
live in one town with a veterans exenption,
nove to another town without a veterans
exenption. As long as you're within the sane
county, you're carrying it with you -- whereas
many of the veterans in that town don't have a
vet erans exenpti on.

So | think this is sonething that
needs a little further exam nation and
clarification, and it's something that we
ought to at | east have sone input fromthe
| ocal governments on. Therefore, |I'mvoting

no.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Little to be recorded in the negative.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunmber 671 are
Senators Larkin, Little and Ranzenhofer.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

672, by Senator Hassell-Thonpson, Senate Print
5370, an act to amend the Real Property Tax
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Read the | ast section.
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SENATOR LaVALLE: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is laid aside.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

673, by Senator Adans, Senate Print 6279A, an
act to anmend the Private Housing Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

SENATOR SALAND: On the bill,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Sal and, on the bill.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President.

| don't profess to have any great
know edge about the Housing Finance Law --
Senator Adans isn't in the chanber, and

understand he wants to provide preferences to

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4619

veterans. And | don't know if this was his
intention or not.

| raised this, | believe, in the
Rul es Commttee. He is elimnating the word
"di sabl ed" on the second page of the bill
whi ch currently provides a preference for
di sabl ed veterans. | sinply didn't know if
t hat was sonet hi ng done inadvertently or
intentionally. And if that's what he proposes
to do, that's what he proposes to do.

| nmentioned it, and supposedly it
was going to be mentioned to Senator Adarns,
and | hope it was. And perhaps he coul d
respond to that. That's all.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Adans, to explain his vote.

SENATOR ADAMNS: | just want to
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explain -- yes, thank you, Senator Sal and.
And |'mone of those few Senators, | stand in
t he chanmber the whole day so we can nove good.
| don't |eave, you know.

The bill -- we don't renove
"di sabl ed.” What happened was between 1961 --
just to explain ny vote -- between 1961 and
1975, we offered this to Vietnam veterans,
di sabled or not. Wat we're doing is we're
still allow ng disabled vets to have the
M tchell -Lama, you know, the option, but we're
al so expanding it to all those who serve
during wartine to have the sane option.

So we're not taking away the
"di sabled,” we're just expanding it to include
all the other soldiers who fought in all the
wars that are currently going on now.

| vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Adans to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61. Nays,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

674, by Senator Val esky, Senate Print 7041, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Number 677, Senator C. Kruger noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Number 11313 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 8019,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 677.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Substitution ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
677, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11313, an act making
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, is
there a nessage of necessity and appropriation
at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
There is a nmessage of necessity and
appropriation at the desk.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
nove to accept the message at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The question is on the acceptance of the
nmessage of necessity and appropriation. Al
those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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The nessage i s accepted.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 17. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is laid aside.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial supplenental
cal endar.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we please go a controversial reading of
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The Secretary will ring the bell. Al nenbers
are asked to cone to the chanber for the
readi ng of the controversial supplenenta
cal endar.

And again | repeat, | request al
nmenbers to please stay in their seats or stay
wi thin the chanber so we can nove the debate
al ong.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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672, by Senator Hassell-Thonpson, Senate Print
5370, an act to amend the Real Property Tax
Law.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, an expl anati on has
been requested by Senator LaVvalle.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

This bill is an attenpt to anend
the Real Property Tax Law, granting an
addi tional tax exenption for two qualified
veterans living in the same househol d.

There was a di scussion in Rules,
and sonmehow all of us looking at it failed to
realize that under the justification it does
say that each county nust opt in for both
alternative exenptions. And that seened to
have been the basis of concern.

If there's specific questions, I'l]
answer them

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator LaValle, why do you rise?

SENATOR LaVALLE: Wul d the
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Senator yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, will you yield for a
guesti on?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or LaValle.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Senator, you
were right on the noney that the sense was,
was this at a local option. And the nenbers
are having a hard tinme finding that | anguage.
Coul d you point that out to us in the bill?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: The
| anguage is not in the bill, but it is in the

supporting nmenmo. Wi ch harkens back to the

original bill that allows for exenptions.
What this bill does is enhance an
exi sting tax exenption. It gives an

additional tax exenption to two categories,
those with two veterans sharing the same
househol d and t hose veterans who served in a
conbat zone. Both options have -- nust be
opted in by each county.

The original |aw does say that this

enhancenent does not change the original |aw
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SENATOR LaVALLE: Section --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator LaValle, do you wi sh --

SENATOR LaVALLE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, will you yield for
anot her question?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or LaValle.

SENATOR LaVALLE: I's that
original section in Section 1 of the |Iaw which
tal ks about paragraphs A and B of subdivision
2 of Section 458(a) of the Real Property Tax
Law, is that in that section of lawthat is --

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: I
woul d be lying to you if | told you that it
di d, because |I'm not |ooking at the origina
| aw.

But what | have been told, because
| didn't -- | don't have access at this nonent
to the original law, but that the original |aw
does contain the |anguage that says each
county nust opt in.

And in this nmeno it says that
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New York State recognizes in blah, blah, blah
and then it says the alternative exenptions
are available only for residential properties
of veterans who served during wartinme or
recei ved an expeditionary nedal. This
provi des for an exenption of 15 percent of the
assessed value to veterans who served during
wartime, an additional 10 percent to those who
served in a conbat zone. Each county nust opt
into grant this alternative exenption

SENATOR LaVALLE: Just on the
bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator LaValle, on the bill.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Based on what
Senat or Hassel | - Thonmpson has i ndi cated, and
based on a reading of the original law, so it
is your intent and actual, we have found to
date that the counties nust -- the county,
city, town or village nmay adopt a |ocal |aw
So it does have a opt-in provision.

Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Are there any other Senators who wi sh to be
heard on the bill?

Heari ng none, the debate is closed.
The Secretary will please ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January
next succeedi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61. Nays,
0.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

677, substituted earlier today by the Assenbly
Committee on Rules, Assenbly Print Nunber
11313, an act maki ng appropriations for the
support of governnent.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO:
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Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Kruger, an explanation has been
request ed by Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thank you,
M. President.

Thi s energency spendi ng
appropriation bill, the ninth in a series,
covers the period through June 6th. It
provi des an Al Funds appropriation of
$5.45 billion and a General Fund appropriation
of $1.236 billion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFranci sco, why do you rise?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | just have
a couple of questions of Senator Kruger, if
he' d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Kruger, will you yield for sone
guestions from Senator DeFranci sco?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: It will be
ny pleasure, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Senat or
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Kruger, it's ny understandi ng that since the

| eaders' neeting | ast week, during which there
was an agreenent to have the staffs of the
Mnority and Majority neet |ast Thursday, that
such a neeting did in fact occur, a neeting
anong the staff nenbers. |Is that correct?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, it
di d.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO And can you
tell me, out of that neeting, whether or not
any agreenents were reached?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thr ough
you, M. President, the neetings were very
fruitful. To the extent that what we are
doi ng, as was expressed out of the five-way
| eaders' neeting of |ast week, targets are
bei ng | ooked at to see exactly what the
2-pont-odd-billion-dollar gap is and how we
approach filling it.

As you well know, tonorrow there is
a five-way | eaders' neeting schedul ed for
11: 00 a. m

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Wul d
Senat or Kruger continue to yield.

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, | do,
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Kruger will continue to yield, Senator
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Senat or
Kruger, at that |eaders' neeting | ast week,
that was a week ago, and there's been no
announcenent as to what the -- any
announcenents about the $2.5 mllion, as to
how that's going to be debated anong
comm ttees of the rank-and-file nenbers.

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thr ough
you, M. President, it's billion, 2-point-odd
billion. And yes, there are targets. Those
targets will be discussed tonorrow at the
five-way neeting.

And with the | eadership agreeing,
the next step hopefully is the process to
begi n conference comm ttees.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Al'l right.
And woul d you yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Kruger, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, | do,
M. President.
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SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO So the
targets have been set at this point in tine as
to the $2.5 billion gap, is that what you're
sayi ng?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: No, |'m
not. I'msaying that there are -- there are,
on the radar screen, places where we woul d be
| ooki ng toward, hopefully, with the agreenent
of noving forward to fill in those target
nunbers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Woul d he
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Senator Kruger, will you continue to yield?
SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, |
will, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Does t hat
nmean we're nearing the critical mass, since
they're on the target screen?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: | guess

it -- through you, M. President, when we're
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finished with this entire process what we're
going to do is develop a new glossary of termns
as to what this budget negotiation is all
about. So you can add "radar screen" to it as
wel | .

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Al'l right.
Lastly, Senator Kruger, the other thing that
was nentioned at the | ast | eaders' neeting was
the fact that there have been $6.5 billion in
agr eed- upon budget-gap closers. Could you
relate to this chanber what those $6.5 billion
of budget-gap cl osers are?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

"' massum ng you want Senator Kruger to yield
to that question.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Wuld
you yield to that?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thr ough
you, M. President, | think what we're talking
about are small, small closers that have been
tentatively agreed to. | do not have a list
currently, but | certainly will attenpt to
have staff put one together and furnish it to
you.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Woul d
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Senat or Kruger continue to yield.

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, | do,
M. President.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO 6.5 billion
is not a small anount of budget-gap cl osers,
at least on ny paraneters. So you're saying,
t hough, that as to the $6.5 billion of
budget -gap cl osers, that's why we only need
$2.5 billion that we've got to worry about,
you nean there's a list presently as to what
t hose are?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thr ough
you, M. President, there's not a
conprehensive list. W wll attenpt to put
together a list and furnish it to you.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | don't
have any further questions. |[|'ll just speak
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or DeFranci sco, on the bill.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. You know,
I"'mnot quite sure where to begin here. |
just think this is so ridiculous, and it gets
nore ridicul ous each week.

We're asked to extend for our ninth
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time a budget extender to keep governnent
operating. And fromwhat we' ve been told in
the past, at m dnight of the day we're doing

t hese extenders, everything is going to stop,
government is going to stop. Well, if we used
our entire two hours of time on this debate,
we woul d have the governnent stopped, because
it would becone 12 o' clock. But nobody

bel i eves that we have to do that to show that
government will not stop.

But if there's been a $6.5 billion
gap that's been closed, that's been closed --
since all we're going to deal with, according
to Senator Kruger, is the additiona
$2.5 billion, that that's going to be divided
up anong tables -- shouldn't sonebody be given
t he know edge of what those $6.5 billion of
closers are? | nean, you're going to get us a
l'ist after nine extenders?

In fact, | think it was at |east a
week ago that Assenbly Speaker Silver actually
said that there's $6.5 billion of the gap has
been cl osed. Apparently it's been done
m racul ously, because there's been no | eaders'’

neeting till l[ast week, and there's not
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anot her | eaders' neeting till tonorrow.

But if that's been done, shouldn't
the public or the rank-and-file nmenbers be
notified of what that $6.5 billion gap that's
been cl osed, how it was closed? |'ve got a
feeling the reason no one is notified is that
it hasn't been closed, and we're being given

nore nonsensical answers to legitimte

guesti ons.

| know the people in nmy district, |
know we're falling over ourselves -- as a
veteran, |'ma veteran -- we're all falling

over ourselves today to pass veterans bills to
make our veterans feel real good about what

we' re doing today. And we had a wonderf ul
cerenony today, and that's wonderful too.

But veterans also are citizens of
this state that, at the -- at |least the
parades | was at and the events | was at,
asked me nore than once, "What can you tell ne
about the budget?" That's of concern to
veterans. Mybe not as nuch as the exenptions
that we're bestow ng upon themtonight. O
maybe not even as nuch as the honors we're

gi ving the people that cane here today and
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wer e honor ed.

We've got to give answers. W've
got to provide sonme type of indication that
we' re doing sonmething. Oher than a gane that
is so transparent, and it gets nore
transparent every week.

You know what's one of the nost
ridicul ous things about today is we've said
over and over that these public budget
neetings were part of a 2007 reformbill that
all of us were proud of and we're not
following the law. W've done that, |'ve said
that every week.

You know what's really ironic about
today? Wiile that reformbill was being
ignored, the mpjority party, the Denocrats,
cane out with a new series of reform
| egi sl ation, howthey're going to reformthe
budget process. And you know what it
provi ded? We're going to nove the date that
the budget is due fromApril 1 to June 1.

Well, guess what. You violated
your new reform before you even passed it.

You vi ol ated your new reform before you even

passed it. | nean, how can you defend that?
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| don't know. | don't know [|I'd be
enbarrassed. |'m enbarrassed even though | --
despite what | say, | have nothing to do or

not hing to say about closing this budget,
because we're not part of it.

We're now, by the way, according to
the Conptroller, who happens to be a
Denocrat -- that's a nonpartisan person, a
Denocrat -- we now went into a negative fund
bal ance | ast week. A negative fund bal ance.
| hope everyone is proud here of everything
that we're doing and proud of our answers on
the floor as to what's going on with the
budget. A negative fund bal ance, probably for
the first time in history. At l|least the
hi story that | know of since |I've been here.
And the state had to borrow $500 million from
the state's tenporary investnent pool to
conti nue paying the state's obligations.

And by the way, we're not paying
all the state's obligations. And those in
many cases contractually that are over 30 days
in duration that haven't been paid,
contractors and the like, are incurring

i nterest paynents. So we're |osing noney as
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we' re going through this process.

I"mnot sure what we're waiting
for, what the majority party and the | eaders
are waiting for. Wat is going to be better
the tenth week or the el eventh week or the
twel fth week? Are we going to get sone
magi cal change in the econony? Well, let ne
tell you, the market tanked again today.

There doesn't seemto be nuch hope, if you pay
any attention to the econom sts and the budget
and the investor community, that things are
getting better. |In fact, they're getting

wor se.

What miracle is going to happen?
Are we going to get a cash cow from Washi ngt on
and some nore stinmulus noney to fill the gap
anot her year and kick the can of the problem
down the bl ock for another couple of years?

Is that the concept?

And by the way, in case that's what
you're waiting for, the taxpayers in this
state that | know don't really care whether
you take their noney fromthe wallet if it's
in this side of the pocket, the state side, or

this side of the pocket if it's the federa
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side. It's their same wallet, the sanme noney.
It only goes so far. And we don't deal with
our problens as they becone due.

Are we waiting till people mght be
so tired of waiting that they'll buy into
billions of dollars of borrowi ng? 1Is that
what we're waiting for? 1'mnot quite sure
that's going to happen, because | don't think
many people want borrowing to be the answer to
t hi s budget problem

Well, | guess | can go on and talk
about the other extenders and how we went
forward and maybe a week after we nake an
anmendnent, then the road projects are in; a
week after we make an anmendnent, the racing
season is saved; a week or two after we make
an amendnent tal ki ng about the parks, the
parks mracul ously are saved. | nean, is that
a way to run governnent?

W don't have any anendnents today.
You're going to have to figure it out
yourself. You're going to have figure out
yoursel f how you're going to correct the daily
probl ens that are arising throughout the

state.
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W want to participate. W' ve
asked to participate. But apparently, to this
date, the Assenbly Speaker has not even naned
menbers to the conference conmttees, and
there's going to be a | eaders' neeting
tonorrow. There's no schedule to do anything.
And we' re beyond your newest nost wonderf ul
reformaction, June 1 budget date. And stil
no neeting schedul ed.

And rhetorically, I'"'mjust going to
ask the majority, what are you waiting for?
What are you waiting for?

Tonmorrow shoul d be extrenely
interesting. But | would hope that tonorrow
will show two things, what the $6.5 billion in
cl osers are that have been agreed to,
supposedl y, what the 6.5 billion of closers
have been agreed to, what they are and what
t hat agreenment was, because none of us
participated in it; and, nunber two, the
$2.5 billion in deficit situation that we're
still in, howthe structure is going to be
made for the conference committees to dea
with that additional deficit.

And |'ve got a feeling we're going
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to have a little talk, sonme nore rhetoric, and
t hen maybe anot her week's delay in order for
anot her grand | eaders' neeting to be held
wher e not hing gets done.

It seems to ne if there was true,
true belief that sonething should be done,
then you don't wait froma Monday to the
foll owi ng Tuesday or Wednesday to appoi nt
comm ttee nenbers, set a schedule and get a
list of the $2.5 billion and how you' re going
to deal withit. |If you are acting in good
faith. But obviously there's |ittle good
faith or no faith that anybody in the state
has for the way the process i s working.

So | woul d suggest one |ast thing
as I"'msitting down. | would suggest, in
order to try to divert the attention of the
general public fromthis problem you cone out
wi th anot her reform package that noves the
date for the budget to be passed from June --
now fromJune 1, the new date, to July 1. And
then a nmonth fromnow we'll tal k again about a
new r ef orm package that naybe you coul d cone
out with that m ght nove the date further and

further along, maybe to Decenber 1, so you
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don't have to do a budget before the next
cruci al election.

So, | adies and gentlenen, at sone
point we're going to have that one or two
peopl e over there that's as enbarrassed as |
am and as the people on this side of the
ai sl e are, and say "Enough is enough, |I'm not
voting for this thing," or "Enough is enough,
"Il give you one nore week, Wek 10," because
we' ve now gone past our |atest, greatest
super - duper reform package on how to deal with
a budget.

I"mgoing to vote nay on this, as |
have in the | ast several weeks. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Robach.

SENATOR ROBACH: Yes, woul d
Senat or Kruger yield for a couple of quick
guestions, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Kruger, will you yield for a couple of
qui ck questions from Senator Robach?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes,

M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
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Senator Kruger will vyield.

SENATOR ROBACH: Senat or Kruger,
| just want to nake sure I'mright on this. |
know Senat or Sanpson has naned conference
conmi ttee menbers, Senator Skel os, Brian Kol b.
Wio is the only party left that hasn't naned
their conference comm ttee nmenbers in the
process, out of our four groups?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Only party?
| don't know what you nean by "party."

Through you, M. President. Senator Robach,
what do you nmean by "party"?

SENATOR ROBACH: Qut of the four
partici pating houses, mnorities, majorities,
is the Assenbly the only -- is Speaker Silver
the only one who has not named his conference
commi ttees?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: | believe
so.

SENATOR ROBACH: And I'monly
asking this because I'mnot in the neetings,
and so | really do believe --

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thr ough
you, M. President, in response to your

qguestion, | believe so.
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SENATOR ROBACH: You know what, |
woul d just ask this through you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
You wi sh Senator Kruger to continue to yield?

SENATOR ROBACH: Wul d you
continue to yield?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, | do.

SENATOR ROBACH: There's
obviously a great of frustration, not only
with us but in our constituency. And as nuch
as they're frustrated with the chall enge at
hand, it is very frustrating when | don't
t hi nk anybody on either side of the aisle can
answer the question where we're at.

And | think that you woul d agree
t hat Senator DeFrancisco's very poi gnant
guestion as to what increnental progress we've

made, if any, even behind cl osed doors --

we're so desperate for information, we'll take
that at this point -- what that is or what we
can report back to our constituents. |Is there

anything that we can tell themat this point,
fromyour negotiations or staff negotiations,

bet ween you and Shel don Silver's staff and the
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Governor's staff at this point at all?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: They' re
ongoi ng.

SENATOR ROBACH: What's that?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: They' re
ongoi ng.

SENATOR ROBACH: Al right, let

me ask through you, M. President, one nore
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Kruger, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, | do,
M. President.

SENATOR ROBACH: I f ny
constituents are unhappy with the answer of
ongoi ng negotiations with no result, could you
provide me as an insider with anything a
little bit nore conprehensive or thorough?

And maybe let nme add this to the question: |Is
that what you tell your own constituents?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER
Negoti ati ons are ongoing and they are -- in
nmy, in the world way | see the world, and they
are fruitful

SENATOR ROBACH: VWell, on the

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

4647

bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Robach, on the bill.

SENATOR ROBACH: You know,
real ly, nobody wants to shut down governnent.
That's not what this is about. But we have to
get a result at sone point.

And ny guess is tonorrow Shel don
Silver, after he agreed publicly with all the
ot her | eaders to do conference conmm ttees but
has done nothing in I don't know how nany
days -- 10 days, 12 days, whatever -- wll
probably continue to play the budget
rope- a- dope gane, which doesn't work for ny
constituency. | don't think it works for
yours or anybody's, for that matter.

But there has to be sone pressure
to bear by all the parties to start getting a

result. Now, we have tranpled on the Budget

Ref orm Act of 2007. | don't know the | ogic.
| don't make that decision. | think it's a
bad one. | think it's a bad one for good

government, but | also think it's a bad one
for results.

We're in challenging tinmes, and
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this is where we should be letting the public
know the difficult decisions we have and
letting themin, so to speak, on what we can
do. Instead, you the Denocratic conferences,
have chosen to go in exactly the opposite
direction and nmake it as cl osed and
nont r ansparent as possi bl e.

And so now not only are we
frustrated with the result, but | literally
can't go back to ny district, when a business
group, a comunity group says "Wuat's goi ng on
with the budget?" and really give themtoo
much information that's accurate. And, you
know, the one thing | have in this business is
my word, ny handshake and ny bond. But when
you don't have any information, how can you
really talk to sonmebody about what you're
goi ng to do?

So we really not can do better,
must do better for our constituencies. And |
won't even go into all the people that can't
make their budget, school districts and
everyt hing el se.

But the time is long overdue. So |

hope everybody will get a little focused, and
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what ever pressure we can provide to get this
budget done, where we're already two nonths
| ate, get these conference conmttees really
goi ng and make sure everybody parti ci pates,
critically, critically inportant.

But until that tinme, I'mgoing to
continue to vote no for this extender. And |
think it's hard, if you're voting yes, to
really go back to anybody and say in good
faith sonething constructive is trying to
happen to get a budget done.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,
M. President. Wuld Senator Kruger yield to
a guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Kruger, do you yield to a question
from Senat or Fl anagan?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Yes, | do,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Fl anagan.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you.
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Senat or Kruger, | listened to your
di al ogue with Senat or DeFrancisco with rapt
attention, like nost of ny colleagues. And |
want to hone in on one thing in particular.

You tal ked about the $6.5 billion, you all uded

to "small closers.” | would agree with
Senat or DeFrancisco, $6.5 billion is a |ot of
noney. It represents well over 4 percent of

our entire budget. And you referenced that
there would be a |ist that would be put
t oget her.

My question is, there is a | eaders’
neeting tonmorrow at 11 o' clock. WII that
list be available for the public's review and

consunption prior to that |eaders' neeting?

SENATOR CARL KRUGER: Thr ough
you, M. President. | can't say with any
certainty that there will be.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: M. President,

on the bill.

Thank you, Senator Kruger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Fl anagan, on the bill.

SENATOR FLANAGAN: I"mgoing to

join in the coments of my coll eague and
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friend Senator DeFrancisco. It's not

fruitful, it's not ongoing, it's dead, it's
fruitless, it's a disgrace what we're invol ved
in right now

Now, |'m going to touch on
somet hi ng that Senator DeFrancisco briefly
touched on. The reality is we are at a
crossroads. W're out of cash. W are out of
cash. And the way we staved off the
inevitable was in a tenporary way by saying
the $2.3 billion that was supposed to go out
June 1st to our school districts, who have
been clanoring for the noney, we're not paying
it. Because we don't have it.

And then on top of that, we take
$500 mllion fromthe short-terminvest nment
pool. And I know in some respects this is
absolutely tedious to listen to, but it is so
incredibly inmportant. W took $500 mllion
fromthat fund. And [ast year in the budget
we made this funky little change that allowed
some of this to happen.

Last year, before we enacted the
budget, any noney that was ever borrowed from

that pool had to be paid back within the sane
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nonth. That's not the rule anynore. Now it
can be done crossed over nonths. So now,

i nstead of paying it back within the inside of
a nmonth, it can go for four nmonths or to the
end of the fiscal year, whichever is shorter.

And | know that there are sone
di scussions -- not on a list, not publicly --
about potentially doing intrayear transfers.
The head of the Division of the Budget is
gquoted, as late as this afternoon: "' New York
has been able to stave off an enpty treasury
t hanks to hol ding back on aid to
muni ci palities and schools,' Division of
Budget Director Robert Mega said this
aft ernoon. "

And then he goes on to say, "I
think it really depends, in terns of |ayoffs
and things we're facing, how successful the
early retirenent programis. But there's
al nrost no scenario under the early retirenent
program where we get all the savings we need."

Ladi es and gentlenen, we're out of
noney. | don't know how we can possibly go
back to our constituents and say it's ongoing

and it's fruitful. There's nothing going on.
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There's nothing that's happened since the
| eaders' neeting |ast week.

| went to parades over the weekend
just |ike everybody else. |It's enbarrassing
to have to stand there and say, "No, there is
no budget."” "No, there is no prospect of a
budget happeni ng anyti ne soon."

So I"'mgoing to do what |'ve done
for the last eight weeks. |'mgoing to
exerci se the one power, discretion and
absolute authority that | have, just like
everybody el se in the chanber and across the
way in the Assenbly: [|'mgoing to use ny
vote. That's the one thing that nakes ne as
powerful as any |eader, any chair in either
house.

And I'm going to vote no, because
it's ridiculous that we're letting this
charade and this folly go on. The taxpayers
deserve a lot better and a | ot quicker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Seei ng no other Senators w shing to debate the
bill, the debate is closed.

The Secretary will please ring the

bel | s.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 17. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Saland, to explain his vote.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President.

I"mgoing to cast ny vote in the
negative. But | nmerely wanted to make
mention, in listening to the exchanges here on
the floor about $6.5 billion of alleged
agreed-upon and yet unseen cuts and anot her
$2.5 billion to go, sone of us may be aware of
the fact that the Governor's budget call ed
upon an additional billion dollars or included
an additional billion dollars in so-called
FMAP or Medi cai d noney.

When | ast seen, that noney had
di sappeared fromthe federal budget,
notwi t hstandi ng the entreaties of a nunber of
New Yor k Congressi onal del egati on nmenbers that

that in fact was going to happen.
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So at this noment, as we stand here
today, there's at |east an additiona
billion-dollar hole in the Governor's proposed
budget. So | would hope that we woul d be
thinking in terns of dealing with not
$2.5 billion nore, but $3.5 billion nore.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senat or Sal and, how do you vote?

SENATOR SALAND: No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Saland to be recorded in the negative.

Are there any other Senators
wi shing to explain their vote?

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
the negative on Cal endar Nunber 677 are
Senators Al esi, Bonacic, DeFrancisco, Farley,
Fl anagan, Fuschillo, Golden, Giffo, Hannon,
O Johnson, Lanza, Larkin, LaValle, Leibell
Li bous, Little, Marcellino, Mziarz, MDonald,
Nozzol i o, Padavan, Ranzenhofer, Robach,
Sal and, Seward, Skel os, Vol ker, Wnner and
Young.

Ayes, 32. Nays, 29.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
The bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial supplenenta
cal endar.

Can we just have sone order
pl ease, in the chanber

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we please return to notions and
resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Returning to the order of notions and
resol utions.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: On behal f of
Senat or Ruth Hassel | - Thonpson, on page nunber
27 | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Number 570, Senate Print Nunmber 3890,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
So order ed.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, is

there any further business at this desk?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
Senator Klein, the desk is clear.

SENATOR KLEI N: There bei ng no
further business, M. President, | nove that
we adjourn until Wednesday, June 2nd, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT CRAI G JOHNSON:
There being no further business to cone before
the Senate, on notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Wednesday, June 2nd, at
3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 10:37 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




