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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
Senate will please cone to order.

| ask all to rise and repeat with
me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
i nvocation today will be provided by Bi shop
Ol ando Findl ayter, pastor of the New Hope
Christian Fell owship in Brooklyn.

Bi shop.

Bl SHOP FI NDLAYTER: Shal | we
pray.

Lord, we cone before Your presence
today. W pause to say thank You for the
goodness that You have given unto us. W
thank You for life, we thank You for health,
and we thank You for strength.

Now, God, we pray for this
| egi sl ati ve body. W ask God that You wl|

give them wi sdom that You will give them
know edge, You will give them understandi ng,
You will give theminsight.

God, as they legislate, as they
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del i berate, cause themto recogni ze, O CGod,
that their decisions affect every citizen of
the State of New York. So we ask that You
guide this process. W ask You that be with
them As they have dedicated thenselves to
public service, that You bless them That,

O God, You provide not only for them but for
their famlies and the districts in which they
represent.

We thank You for this great State
of New York. W ask that You continue to
bless this state as we do that which You have
called us to do. W ask all of these
bl essings in the name of Your son, Jesus, our
Lord.

Anen.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Thank
you, Bi shop

The readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Sunday, March 14, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday,

March 13, was read and approved. On notion,

Senat e adj our ned.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Can we have sone quiet, please.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, on
behal f of Senator Savino, | nove to conmt
Senate Print Nunber 6660 to the Conmttee on
Judi ci ary.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: So
or der ed.

SENATOR KLEI N: On behal f of
Senat or Serrano, on page nunber 15 | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 217,
Senate Print Nunber 3555, and ask that said
bill retain its place on Third Readi ng

Cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: So
or der ed.

SENATOR KLEI N: On behal f of
Senat or Aubertine, on page nunber 12 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber

170, Senate Print Nunber 6758, and ask that

said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: So
or der ed.

SENATOR KLEI N: On behal f of

Senat or Duane, on page 8 | offer the follow ng
anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 72, Senate Print

Number 1352, and ask that said bill retain its

pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: So
or der ed.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,

are there any substitutions at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: On page 16,

Senator L. Krueger noves to discharge, from

the Conmittee on Health, Assenbly Bil
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Nunber 1138 and substitute it for the
i dentical Senate Bill Nunber 4529, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 224.

On page 16, Senator Montgonery
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on
Heal th, Assenbly Bill Nunber 775B and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 4645B, Third Readi ng Cal endar 225.

On page 16, Senator Thonpson noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Number 8558 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 5991,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 229.

On page 18, Senator Qppenhei mer
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on
Heal th, Assenbly Bill Nunber 723 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 3450, Third Readi ng Cal endar 240.

On page 18, Senator Parker noves to
di scharge, fromthe Committee on Educati on,
Assenbly Bill Number 4170A and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6355,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 243.

And on page 18, Senator

Hassel | - Thonpson noves to di scharge, fromthe
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Committee on Social Services, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 8873 and substitute it for the
i dentical Senate Bill Nunber 3754, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 245.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:
Substitutions ordered.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Commttee, followed by an inmediate
neeting of the Rules Comrittee in the Majority
Conf erence Room Room 332.

Pendi ng the return of the Rules
Committee, can we please stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: There
will be an Imedi ate neeting of the Senate
Fi nance Commttee in Room 332, followed by a
neeting of the Rules Comrittee in the sane
room

Pending their return, we will stand
at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 3:56 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened

at 4:52 p.m)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:
Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
believe there's a report of the Rules
Committee at the desk. | nove that we adopt
the report at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Returning to the order of reports of standing
commttees, there is a report of the Rules
Committee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Smith,
fromthe Comrittee on Rules, reports the
followi ng bills:

Senate Print 3874A, by Senator
Oppenhei mer, an act to amend the Education
Law,

4375, by Senator Giffo, an act to
amend the Uniform Justice Court Act;

5795, by Senator Val esky, an act to
amend the Education Law and the State Finance
Law,

6212A, by Senator Klein, an act to
anmend the Real Property Tax Law and the

Tax Law,
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6777, by Senator Qppenhei ner, an
act to amend the Education Law;

6883, by Senator Serrano, an act to
amend the Executive Law,

7054, by Senat or Qppenhei ner, an
act to anmend the Public Oficers Law

And Senate Print 7109, by Senator
L. Krueger, an act to amend the Public
Oficers Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Al
those in favor of accepting the Rules
Committee report please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is adopted.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we now nove to a readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
166, by Senator Klein, Senate Print 1866, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to residential parking system

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

191, by Menber of the Assenbly Wi nstein,
Assenbly Print Nunber 7805B, an act to amend
the Gvil Practice Law and Rul es and ot hers,
inrelation to representation of children.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

219, by Senator Foley, Senate Print 6041, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to redenption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:
Senator Foley, to explain his vote.

SENATOR FOLEY: Thank you,
M. President.

This very inportant piece of
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| egi sl ati on would all ow any | ocal governnent
entity to waive the fees, penalties and
interest for the redenption of foreclosed
residential real estate that's been caused by
financial hardship as a result of mlitary
activati on.

We know of a nunber of mlitary
per sonnel who have served nultiple tours
abroad, and on a nunber of occasions they' ve
either lost their job or they' ve been away
fromtheir job for such a | ong period of tine
that they fell behind on the paynents of their
nortgages and in sonme cases threatened to | ose
their hone through foreclosure.

This very inportant piece of
| egi sl ati on, which we al so approved | ast year,
will enable those particular famlies to have
the peace of mnd and to give the | oca
governmental entities the ability to waive the
penalties, fees and interest if in fact the
hones are forecl osed.

In a nunber of exanples,
M. President, that will result in a savings
of literally thousands upon thousands of

dollars. And this is our way as the state
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government to enable the localities to help
those particular famlies to save those hones.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Thank
you, Senator Fol ey.

Senator Foley to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays,
0.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

221, by Senator C. Kruger, Senate Print 823,
an act to anmend the El der Law and the Soci al
Services Law, in relation to provision.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

225, substituted earlier today by Menber of
the Assenbly Paulin, Assenbly Print Nunber
775B, an act to anmend the Public Health Law,
in relation to providing parents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect April 20, 2011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

226, by Senator Qppenhei nmer --

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

228, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print

5637, an act to anend the Education Law --
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SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

231, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print
6776, an act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

238, by Senator Dilan, Senate Print 6120, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to requiring access aisles.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read

the | ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

242, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print
4634, an act to anmend the Education Law, in
relation to authorizing Boards of Cooperative
Educati onal Services.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

243, substituted earlier today --

SENATOR KLEI N: Lay the bil
asi de for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can we now please go to a reading of the
controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
Secretary will ring the bell

Menbers are asked to cone to the
chanber for the controversial reading of the
cal endar.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
226, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print
5523A, an act to anend the Education Law and
the General Municipal Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Expl anati on,
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pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Oppenhei ner, an expl anation, pl ease.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Yes, thank
you. Happy to provide it.

This is sonething that's very | ong
comi ng. And indeed, we have voted on very
simlar legislation. There was a Saland bill,
| think, two years ago; nuch of it had -- was
contained in that, not all of it. And | think
on many occasi ons we have di scussed these
bills individually.

And | think what we're trying to do
is respond to the outcry that we're hearing in
our nei ghborhoods, not just mny nei ghborhood.
And |'m hearing fromparents and from schoo
board nmenbers and from superintendents. And
everybody is saying we have to do sonet hing.

And we' ve been tal ki ng about
mandate relief forever, at |east a couple of
decades. And nowis the tinme to act. Because
if we don't have the revenues to send down to
our school districts, then we have to relieve
them of sone of the expenses. And that is the

whol e theory behind this bill.
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"Il briefly go through the various
provi sions of the bill.

First, it prohibits the
i npl enentati on of new state nmandates after the
start of a school fiscal year unless for
specific reasons, like if it's an executive
order or to conply with a federal rule.

Second, it authorizes schoo
districts to get into shared contracts with
ot her school districts for transportation
t hrough private contractors. That nost of the
us commonly call piggybacking, and it's
certainly a way to cut costs by sharing.

It requires a BOCES to convene, on
or before July 1st of 2011, commttees of
school and community | eaders in cooperation
with the district superintendent -- that's the
BOCES superintendent -- to create a report to
t he conm ssi oner exam ning options for
consol i dati on and shared services, |ooking for
opportunities for things |ike regiona
adm ni strative costs, you know, back office
costs, joint transportation possibilities,
pur chasi ng of health insurance, conceivably

pur chasi ng of bul k supplies of prescription
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nmedi cines. |In other words, trying to bring
the benefits of many groups working together
to reduce the costs of each of these groups.

Next, it has in it authorizing
internal and clains auditing as an ai dabl e
shared service.

Now, you may renenber that in 2002,
under fiscal accountability |egislation, we
did all ow schools to use BOCES for clains
audi ti ng purposes. But what you probably
didn't focus in on is that it was never
ai dabl e, so therefore it wasn't utilized
because it wasn't a figure that could be
ai dable by the state, so it wasn't utilized.
So what we're saying here is it should be
ai dabl e.

Next, we anend the cal cul ati on of
the contingency cap to use a five-year rolling
average of the Consuner Price |ndex, the CPI
And that is a nore accurate neasure. And
maybe if schools had reserve funds, we
woul dn't need it. But what this does -- and
nost actuarial firnms use this -- the five-year
rolling average snoot hs out the variations

fromyear to year, nakes it nore accurate.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1515

And in this case, it's essential, because the
CPl last year was a negative figure. And so
t he school budgets, if they went to
conti ngency, would be required to have a
negati ve factor over the prior year's budget.

We really had never counted on
defl ationary tinme, and we are in it, and so we
have to act accordingly.

Next, we anend the Cenera
Muni ci pal Law to authorize the creation of
reserve funds for future enpl oyer
contributions to the TRS, the Teacher
Retirenent System

As you all know, the reserve funds
al ready exist for ERS, for the Enployee
Reserve System And it really doesn't --
think it was just an oversight that it was not

done for the TRS when it was done for the ERS

Well, those are the main features.
Sol will finish.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Thank

you, Senator Oppenhei ner.
Senat or Li bous.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Wul d you pl ease

recogni ze Senator Sal and.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Sure.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:
Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President.

Senat or Oppenheiner, as | read this
bill --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Wul d
you | i ke Senator Qppenheinmer to yield to a
guesti on?

SENATOR SALAND: Yes, thank you,
M. President. M apol ogies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Oppenheiner, will you yield to Senator
Sal and?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Yes, happy
to do so.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you

Senat or Oppenhei ner, as you noted
i n your opening remarks, sone of the
derivation of this bill conmes frombills that
| had hel ped draft in prior sessions.

But as | read this bill, | found

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1517

particularly interesting on the first page,
you tal k about, beginning at line 13, the fact
that a mandate shouldn't be inposed during a
school year. And as you nmay well recall, the
genesi s of that was action taken by the Board
of Regents, maybe it was Decenber of '06 or
Decenber of '07, when they required |oca
school districts in the mdst of a school year
to pay for these nmath and science cal cul ators,
which | think statew de wound up costing them
some $100 million.

And this house has, | believe
unani nously, passed in response to that abuse
this particul ar |anguage.

The issue which | would raise is
not what you intend to do with this particul ar
| anguage, but in the absence of any other
qual i fyi ng | anguage, basically this bill is
sayi ng that nandates are deferred, not
elimnated. They're not banned, but they're
def erred.

There is no qualifying | anguage
whi ch we have seen in other bills which
prohi bits unfunded mandat es or caps them at

very limted anmounts, such as $10, 000 per
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muni cipality or sone mllion statew de.

So in the absence of that |anguage,
notwi t hstanding the fact that | believe we've
seen that other bill, were this bill to pass
bot h houses and get to the Governor's desk
wi t hout that | anguage, additional |anguage
being in here, we would not have banned
mandat es, we nerely woul d have deferred t hem
for a period of up to one year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR SALAND: Wul d you agree
with my interpretation? And | woul d pose that
as a question.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Yes,
actually | woul d.

But | would put a caveat saying
that in this case it would probably be
something |i ke a federal regul ationa
requi renent that we woul d have to probably do.
In other words, it would be sonething that
woul d be al nost mandat ed upon us.

But you're right, it would have to
wait -- unless it was extraordinary, it would

have to wait until the end of the school year.
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SENATOR SALAND: Vell, | would
hope that you would entertain an amendnent, if
there's sonme reciprocity or interest fromthe
ot her house, that would basically require the
el i m nation of mandates except in those
exceptions where sone ot her state body --
i.e., the Regents or the Ed Departnent --
attenpts to i mpose sonething which would fal
after the start of a school year.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Oppenheiner, do yield to an additiona
guestion from Senat or Sal and?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Yes, we
will be happy to discuss that with you.

Now, is there another question?

SENATOR SALAND: So you woul d be
amenabl e to that?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Yes, |
woul d be happy to sit down and talk with you.

SENATOR SALAND: Over on page 3
of the bill --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Are
you aski ng Senator Qppenhei mer to yield again?

SENATOR SALAND: No, | haven't

gotten to ny point yet. Then I'Il ask her to
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yield. 1'"mbringing her attention to where
' m goi ng.

Through you, M. President, if you
woul d take a | ook at Section 6, the |anguage
added at |ine 32, under "aidable shared
services, clains auditing or internal auditing
services."

The intent of the bill is one which
| certainly -- this section, | certainly
whol eheartedly agree with. And the question
which I have -- and | believe | nmay have seen
another bill, either today in comrittee or
per haps through the Educati on Comrittee, which
is an SED bill that nakes clains auditing
state aidabl e.

Is there a separate bill that does
that as wel | ?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: That's a
stand-al one bill. There were two bills that
i nvol ved auditing. And one was the permtting
deputy clains auditors within schoo
districts, and the other is to have a
centralized, regionalized center for clains
audi ti ng through BOCES. And then having that

service, which was permtted as of '05, then
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havi ng that purpose aidable. As all other
BOCES services are.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
Senat or Oppenhei ner.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Sal and, on the bill.

SENATOR SALAND: M. President, |
certainly would not want to suggest that
there's anybody who shoul d, for the reasons
that 1've di scussed, have problens with this
bill or not support this bill.

But nonet hel ess, there are problens
with this bill that require being addressed.
Because when we act on this bill, assuming it
were to beconme law, we will have not banned
unfunded nandates, we nerely woul d have
deferred them for one year.

And what | find particularly

interesting with regard to nmaking the clains

auditing state aidable, when this bill was
negotiated -- at that tine | believe the
conptroller was Conptrol |l er Hevesi -- there

wer e negotiations involving the Executive, the

Conmptroller and the Assenbly as well. | had
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insisted that the clains auditing function be
state ai dable and was assured by the State
Educati on Departnment that it was state
aidable. And | had told themthat there was
no way that | would attenpt to nove the bill
unl ess that function was state aidable. And
based upon their assurances, we noved the
bill.

Subsequently, they took the
position -- for reasons known only to them --
that this was not a function that coul d be
state aidabl e.

So I"'mcertainly pleased once again
to try and inpress upon everybody the
i mportance of this being state aidable. And
notwi t hstandi ng the tardi ness of the State
Educati on Departnment in conming to a conclusion
that they previously had conme to and
abandoned, | wel cone their support, if in fact
they're supporting this, and believe it's |ong
over due.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Thank
you, Senator Sal and.

Are there any other Senators
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wi shing to be heard?

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: I just want
to corroborate what Senator Sal and said.

The comm tnent that was made, you
are absolutely right, has not been foll owed
through. And that's why we are putting this
inthis bill, and hopefully we can see that
conmi t ment honor ed.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Heari ng none, the debate is closed.
The Secretary will please ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in

the negative on Cal endar Nunber 226 are

Senat ors Duane and Huntl ey.
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Absent from voting according to

Rul e 90 Senators Adans, Bonacic, Sanmpson and

McDonal d.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

228, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print
5637, an act to anmend the Education Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Oppenhei ner, an expl anati on has been
request ed.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Ckay. This
bill would allow the school districts to
appoint a deputy clains auditor to performthe
sane duties as the clains auditor.

And the reason for this | think is
easy to understand. |If the clainms auditor
within the district is ill or away on a
hol i day, there is nobody that's going to

approve the clains. And as you know, it is
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the school boards that are supposed to do it,
but in the place of school boards, now we have
auditors and the clains auditor certifies the
claims. But if sonething happens to the
original clainms auditor, there's nobody to
approve the paynment of bills.

So this says that there should be a
deputy clains auditor. It doesn't have to be
a separate position, it can be in addition to
anot her position that someone on staff holds.
But there needs to be nore than one person.
And that's why we're putting in this request
for a deputy clains auditor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Thank
you, Senator Oppenhei ner.

Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: WI 1l Senat or
Oppenhei nmer yield to one question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Oppenhei ner, do you yield to a

guestion from Senat or Sal and?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Sur e.
SENATOR SALAND: | notice that
this bill is at the request of the State

Educati on Departnment. And apropos of the
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exchange that we had a bit earlier regarding
the auditing function being state aidable, is
there anything in this bill -- that, again, is
a programbill from SED -- that nakes that
claims auditing function state ai dabl e?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thr ough
you, M. President. Actually, as | had
nmenti oned a nonent ago, the person nmay not
necessarily have to be an additiona
personnel ; it m ght be soneone in the sane
department or in another departnent. But they
woul d be there to certify that the clains are
to be paid and to reviewthem And it doesn't
necessarily have to be anot her position.

So | would say the question of
aidability, like with BOCES, that's a
different issue. No.

SENATOR SALAND: If the Senator
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Oppenhei ner, would you continue to
yield for Senator Sal and?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: You

may proceed.
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SENATOR SALAND: So the long and
the short of it is that there's nothing in
this bill that woul d make that function,
whet her it be the clains auditor or an
appoi nted deputy clains auditor, a
st at e-ai dabl e functi on.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thr ough
you, M. President, | would think that this is
just another issue that comes before us in our
school budgets and we the voters make our
deci si on.

But no, | don't believe that
there's anything that has been witten in
about auditors.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you very
much, Senator Oppenhei ner.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:

Senat or Sal and, on the bill.

SENATOR SALAND: | won't repeat
my coments with the earlier bill. Suffice it
to say that the issue of state aidability for
this auditing function is one that continues
to be a rather sore spot, continues to be not

nerely a breach of faith by the State
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Educati on Departnment but in fact a conplete
180- degree turnabout.

You coul d effectively say one of
two things. Either they were extraordinarily
stupid, dunb, or whatever other matter of
simlar fashion you want to descri be them when
they said that this function would be state
ai dabl e -- perhaps duplicitous. | have no
i dea.

But now we get a State Education
Departnent bill which is a relatively
i nnocuous bill if this is howthey want to
deal with the issue. They say, okay, you can
have a deputy. But still they continue not to
beni gnly neglect the issue of state
aidability, they continue to ignore it. |Is
there not anybody there what has the slightest
sensitivity to taxpayers?

There's no reason for anybody to
vote against this bill. It borders on being
m ndl ess pap. But the sinple fact of the
matter is that the State Educati on Depart nment
for a period of now several years has breached
its prom se, breached its representation

continues to ignore an issue which basically

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1529

t akes noney out of the pockets of |oca
t axpayers.

This doesn't make it any worse. It
certainly doesn't nmake it any better. But
|"ve got to tell you sonmething. What they're
doing is just grossly inept.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Thank
you, Senator Sal and.

Are there any other Senators
wi shing to be heard?

Heari ng none, please ring the
bel | s.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 17. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 228: Ayes, 54. Nays, O.

Absent from voting according to
Rule 9: Senators Adans, Bonacic, MDonal d and
Sanpson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
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bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
controversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this time can we please nove to a reading of

t he Suppl enental Cal endar 21A

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

255, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print
3874A, an act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 17. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

258, by Senator Qppenhei mer, Senate Print
6777, an act to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
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the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2010.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of the Suppl emental Cal endar A

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this time can we please nove to a reading of

Suppl erent al Cal endar 21B

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

264, by Senator Giffo, Senate Print 4375, an
act to amend the Uniform Justice Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: Cal

the roll.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: The
bill is passed.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
readi ng of Suppl enental Cal endar 21B

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this time can you pl ease recogni ze Senat or
Rut h Hassel | - Thonpson for an announcenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:
Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to announce an inmedi ate
neeting of the Majority in the Majority
Conf erence Room Room 332, follow ng session.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Majority
Conference in Room 332 after session.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N:
Senator Klein, the desk is clear.

SENATOR KLEI N: Ther e bei ng none,

M. President, | nove that we adjourn until
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Tuesday, March 16th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BRESLI N: There
bei ng no further business, on notion, the
Senat e stands adjourned until Tuesday,
March 16th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:35 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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