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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Senate will please cone to order.

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
i nvocation today will be delivered by the
Reverend Anthony Mellace, of St. John the
Bapti st Catholic Church, in Ronme, New York.

REVEREND MELLACE: Heavenly
Fat her, we call upon Your nane today to bl ess
t hese sons and daughters of Yours, the el ected
representatives of our people, gathered here
in Albany to work for the commobn good of all
those who live in New York State.

Fill their mnds with Your wi sdom
that they nmay el aborate just and prudent | aws
for the well-being of all our famlies, nen,
wonen, and children of this gracious State of
New Yor k, which you have bl essed, adorned and

made renowned with natural and breat htaki ng
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beauty and whose technol ogi cal marvel s,
advances and constructions have nade their
cities shine with pride and recei ve honor and
adm ration before the entire worl d.

Hel p themto preserve our bel oved
and tineless civic virtues and noral val ues,
originating fromthe blend of many ethnic and
religious groups whose mxture resulted in the
deeply multiformcultural and enriched society
we call our New York State.

Lord, grant them pure hearts and
mnds to work with earnestness for the
betterment of the life of each New Yorker.

Let truth, honesty, transparency, honor and
hum ity be the virtues that inspire their
wor ds, actions and votes, and never party
parti sanship or personal interests put above
t he conmon good of all New Yorkers.

Let our national Constitution, Bill
of Rights, our common religious belief and
acknow edgnent of one God in Hs will and
| aws, al ways be the guide and source of al
our lawnaking and legislation. Fill their

hearts wi th conpassi on, courage, and justice
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so that the |ife of each and every New Yorker
be protected and respected fromthe first to
the last breath, fromthe wonb to the tonb,
from conception to succession, no nmatter what
hi s physical, nental, enotional or nora
condition may be.

Bl ess our bel oved State of
New York, Lord, for always having been a haven
of refuge to all immgrants that came upon its
shores and later spread to the rest of the
nation. Enlighten the m nds and hearts of our
state legislators to enact |laws that take into
account the words witten on one of our nost
cheri shed nmonunments in New York, the State of
Li berty:

"G ve me your tired, your poor
your huddl ed masses yearning to breathe free,
the wetched refuse of your teem ng shore.
Send t hese, the honel ess, tenpest-tossed to
me. | lift my Ianp beside the Gol den Door."

It is these newconers who now await
a hunbl e and human response fromus. New York
State is conparable to a nother's heart. It

is big, loving, sensitive, and with plenty of
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roomfor all.

Lord, grant that legislation in
regard to our new foreign brothers and sisters
be al ways just, yet conpassi onate and
nmerci ful, never notivated by arrogance, hate,
prejudi ce or unjust discrimnation.

Concede them Lord, the light,
strength, and courage to eradicate from al
our mdst all that would threaten the security
and noral peace of our fam lies and smear Your
glory as a true, just, and provident CGod --
unenpl oynment, violence, terrorism drugs,
child and adult pornography, financia
corruption, dishonesty, and so forth.

We hunbly acknowl edge, Father, past
faults, limtations, failings and m st akes.
But with faith in Your power and wi sdom we
can once again raise New York to the wonderful
gl ory she has possessed throughout the
decades.

Grant to all of us a spirit of
wi sdom responsibility, optimsmand maturity
in all our decisions and political endeavors.

Anen.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Sunday, Novenber 22, the Senate, in
Extraordi nary Session, met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Friday,

Novenber 20, was read and approved. On
notion, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
can you pl ease recogni ze Senat or Sanpson for a
brief statenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Sanpson.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much, M. President. Thank you very nuch
Senat or Kl ei n.

| just really want to just take
this opportunity to thank all ny coll eagues.

| know we all want to get this DRP done, and
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we understand it's the responsibility of us as
| egi slators to nmake sure that we live up to
our commtnent to our people.

But one thing I want to thank al
nmy coll eagues is that one thing we can stand
for is we do have bipartisan comrtnent to
oppose any new taxes, we do have a bipartisan
commtment to protect homeowners from
i ncreasing property taxes. And | want to |et
you know we will continue to work together,
across the aisle, with the Assenbly and the
Governor to close this DRP as soon as
possi bl e.

And | can understand the anxiety
everyone has with respect to getting this
done. But | want to make sure we get it done
the right way. And | want to commend ny
col | eague Senator Skel os across the aisle. W
have been worki ng together because we
understand, at the end of the day, it's all of
us who have to own this DRP. It's all of us
to understand that we have to stand for the
val ues that protect our citizens in the State

of New York.
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I know a | ot of the newspapers my
not get this right, but we are working
t oget her, because we understand that in order
for us to get this done, we need to work
toget her and we need to live up to our
commtrment to the people of the State of
New Yor K.

And we're not in the process of
comm tting governnmental mal practice, because
we understand what our edict is and we
understand how inportant it is to get this
done. But at the sane tine, we cannot burden
our constituencies with any nore new taxes or
any nore new fees. W cannot afford to cut
m dyear school cuts or even do nore harmthan
we have done to the hospitals and nursing
hones.

But it's our conmtnent to get it
done, and | just wanted to let all ny

col | eagues know t hat .

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Sanpson.

Senat or Kl ei n.
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SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, at
this time | nove we adjourn at the call of the
Tenporary President.

Just in the way of being able to
keep schedul es, we expect to cone in tonorrow
at around 11:00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned subject to
the call of the Tenporary President of the
Senat e.

(Wher eupon, at 2:27 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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