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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
Senate will please cone to order

| ask everyone present to rise and
recite with me the Pl edge of All egiance to our
Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: I n
t he absence of clergy, may we all bow our
heads for a noment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nmonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Thank you.

The readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, February 25, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of
Tuesday, February 24, was read and approved.
On notion, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
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as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Madam Pr esi dent,
may we at this time adopt the Resol ution
Calendar inits entirety, with the exception
of Resol uti on Nunmber 533.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: Al
those in favor of adopting the Resol ution
Calendar inits entirety, with the exception
of Resol ution Nunber 533, please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOMVERY: The
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Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol uti on Nunber 533, is adopted.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Madam Pr esi dent,
may we at this time take up Senate Resol ution
Nunber 533, which is currently at the desk.
And | ask that it be read in its entirety and

nove for its imredi ate adoption

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Serrano, Legislative Resolution Nunber 533,
paying tribute to the |life and nusic of Joe
Cuba, the Father of Boogal oo.

"WHEREAS, It is with great sorrow
and deep regret that this Legislative Body
records the passing of Joe Cuba, who died on
February 15, 2009, in New York City at the age
of 78; and

"WHEREAS, Joe Cuba was the nost
popul ar exponent of the boogal oo, a fused
Lati no and R& rhythm that expl oded onto the
American Top 40 charts during the turbul ent
1960s and ' 70s; and
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"WHEREAS, Hits such as 'Bang Bang,'
"Push Push,' "El Pito', Arinanara,' and 'Sock
It To Me Baby,' featuring vibraphones
replacing the traditional brass sound, rocked
the hit parades, establishing Joe Cuba and his
Sextet as the definitive sound of Latin
New York of the era; and

"WHEREAS, At the forefront of the
Nuyori can novenent of New York, where the
children of Puerto Rican em grants, Anmerica's
| ast citizens, took music, culture, arts and
politics into their own hands, Joe Cuba m xed
Spani sh and English in his lyrics to beconme an
i nportant part of the enmerging Nuyorican
identity; and

"WHEREAS, The first nusica
introduction to Latin rhythns for many
Anerican aficionados, Joe Cuba and his Sextet
becanme popular in the New York Latino
community precisely because it fused a
bilingual mx of Afro-Caribbean genres bl ended
wi th the popul ar urban rhythm and bl ues of its
time, creating a nusical marriage between the

Fani a and Mt own sound; and
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"WHEREAS, Christened G lberto
M guel Cal deron by his Puerto Rican parents
who arrived in New York Gty in the 1920s, Joe
Cuba, or Sonny, as he was called by his
cl osest friends, was born in 1931 in the heart
of Spani sh Harlem and

"WHEREAS, After breaking a | eg
pl ayi ng stickball, Joe Cuba took up playing
the conga and continued to practice between
school and his free time. Eventually, he
graduated from high school and joined a band,
and

"WHEREAS, In 1954, the newly naned
Joe Cuba Sextet mmde its debut at the Stardust
Ballroom Since that time, the band has been
a staple of concerts and festivals that unite
bot h Lati nos, African-Anmericans, and just
plain music lovers in venues all over the
wor | d; and

"WHEREAS, Joe Cuba is survived by
his wife, Maria Calderon; sons, Mtchell and
Cesar; daughter, Lisa; grandchildren N cole
and Alexis, and his | egions of fans throughout

the world, all of whomfelt privileged to be a
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part of his life and rejoiced in his nmany
achi evenents; and

"WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic
spirit, inmbued with a sense of conpassion, and
conforted by a loving famly, Joe Cuba | eaves
behind a | egacy which will |ong endure the
passage of tinme, and his nenory will remain in
the hearts of all those who had the honor of
knowi ng him now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to pay tribute
to the life and nusic of Joe Cuba, the Father
of Boogal oo; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the famly of Joe Cuba."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANGC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

I'"'mhere today to nmenorialize the
life and nusic of G|lberto M guel Calderon, or
Joe Cuba, as he was properly known. Joe Cuba

was an East Harl em nusi ci an whose rhyt hns and
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grooves evoked an era and redefined nusic
forever.

Al t hough Cuba was a tal ented
nmusi ci an who ventured into all aspects of
Latin nusic, he is nost fanously renenbered as
the father of the boogal oo. This diverse
style of nmusic grew fromLatino traditions as
wel | as African-Anerican nmusic styles. Mich
i ke the nei ghborhood Joe Cuba was a product
of, this musical fusion helped to redefine the
enmer gi ng Nuyorican identity of the 1960s and
the 1970s.

Cuba's use of both English and
Spani sh hel ped introduce Latin nusic to a
wi der audi ence. National hits such as "E
Pito (1'Il Never Go Back to Georgia)," "Bang
Bang," and "Sock It To Me Baby" were nany of
Anerica's first introduction to Latin nusic.
They still endure to this day as classics of a
di stinctly New York sound. Listen to any of
t hese songs and you'll hear the passion and
joy that Joe Cuba poured into everything he
di d.

Joe Cuba was born in East Harlemin
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1931 and fromthe begi nning was every bit a
part of his neighborhood. Even after he

achi eved fanme and travel ed around the world to
play for audi ences, Joe Cuba al ways had East
Harlemin his heart.

In addition to being a fixture in
the conmunity, Joe Cuba was also a friend of
nmy father's, going back to the early days in
the 1960s when ny dad was starting out as a
master of cerenonies at |ocal dance cl ubs.

Personal ly, | remenber hearing his
i nfectious beats as a child growing up. His
nmusi ¢ was always playing in Puerto Rican
househol ds.

Joe Cuba passed away on Sunday,
February 15th, at Munt Sinai Hospital in the
East Harlemthat he [oved so nuch. He is
survived by his wife Maria, sons Mtchell and
Cesar, daughter Lisa, and grandchildren Nicole
and Alexis. M deepest and nost heartfelt
condol ences go out to his famly at this
difficult tine.

And | want to thank all ny

col | eagues i n advance for supporting this
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resol ution.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: Are
there any other Senators who would like to
speak on this resolution?

Senat or PerKkins.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you very
much.

I want to first comend ny
col | eague Senator Serrano for this resol ution
of a great New Yorker from El Barrio, again,
whose i nfluence went beyond his Latin roots
and has inpacted so many of us not only in the
New York City area but throughout really the
country and maybe even the world in ternms of
the nusic and what he represent ed.

I had the privilege of know ng of
him since part of ny roots are in that
community, and | took the opportunity to
prepare a proclamation to present to his
famly at the funeral. And I just wanted to
read a little bit of that for the record
because it represents, | think, again, the

broader influence that he has had for so many
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of us:
"WHEREAS, A great state is only as
great as those individuals who perform
exenpl ary service on behalf of their
communi ty, whether through uni que achi evenent
i n professional or other endeavors or sinply
through a lifetime of good citizenship; and
"WHEREAS, A figure in the nusica
scene since the early 1950s, G |l berto M gue
Cal deron, who came to be known as 'Joe Cuba,"
carved a niche in the history of
New Yor k- based Hi spani ¢ dance nusic with an
i nnovati ve and sinple nusical fornmula based on
a rhythm c sextet; and
"WHEREAS, Joe Cuba's hunbl e
begi nni ngs were of a East Harl em born
stickball player who was not one of the best
conga players ever but nmanaged to use what he
had to gain nusical divinity as the Father of
Lati n boogal oo, a m x of rhythm and bl ues; and
"WHEREAS, As band | eader, conposer
and perforner, Joe Cuba early on showed cl ear
signs of what would | ater becone salient

features of sal sa, popularizing the use of
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English Iyrics within a rough and
har d- char gi ng percussive nusical mlieu that
enanor ed audi ences; and

"WHEREAS, Joe Cuba's true claimto
fame cane in the 1960s, when the New York
musi ¢ scene was in the throes of a
transitional period after the Big Band nanbo
era gave way to sundry nusical expressions,
during which time his sextet figured
prom nently with hits such as 'Sock It To Me
Baby,' 'El Pito,' and 'Bang Bang'; and

"WHEREAS, Joe Cuba attained immense
popul arity by remaining true to his East
Harl em roots, giving expression to what he
knew best, 'El Barrio'; and

"WHEREAS, The nmjority of Latin
orchestras of the era relied on Big Band
sounds, Joe Cuba's sound was defined by a
driving rhythm and cool nel ody, synonynous
with 'Paris de marquesina,' or the house
garage parties of the 1960s and 1970s in
Puerto Ri co; and

"WHEREAS, There can be no question

that Joe Cuba lived his dream wutilizing his
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extraordinary talents to enrich the |ives of
count| ess ot hers; and

"WHEREAS, Fam |y, friends and fans
of Joe Cuba have gathered on February 20,
2009, to celebrate his life and life's work;
now, therefore, be it

"RESOLVED, that |, State Senator
Bill Perkins -- and this body, | would hope --
recogni ze that in Joe Cuba we have an
i ndi vi dual worthy of our highest respect and
esteem and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
procl amati on be transmitted to the famly of
G |l berto Mguel Calderon during the funera
services."

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Thank you, Senator Perkins.

Are there any other Senators that
wi sh to speak on this resol ution?

The question is on the resol ution.
Al'l in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
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Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

The sponsor of this resolution has
opened this for nultisponsorship by the entire
house. Any nmenber w shing not to be a
mul ti sponsor should so informthe front desk.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Madam Pr esi dent,
at this tinme can we please go to the

noncontroversi al readi ng of Senate Cal endar

Nunmber 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

34, by Senat or Addabbo, Senate Print 1057, an
act to anend the Election Law, in relation to

affidavit ball ots.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
bill is laid aside.

The Secretary will continue to
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read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
35, by Senat or Addabbo, Senate Print 1062, an
act to anmend the Election Law, in relation to

maki ng mail registration fornms avail abl e.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
bill is laid aside.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

36, by Senator Dilan, Senate Print 1366, an
act to amend the Election Law, in relation to
i ndependent nom nating petitions.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays,

1. Senator Mrahan recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

37, by Senator Dilan, Senate Print 1554, an
act to anend the Election Law, in relation to

counting of affidavit ballots.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
bill is laid aside.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR KLEI N: Madam Pr esi dent,
at this tinme can we please nove to the
controversial reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
Secretary will please ring the bells.

Menbers are asked to cone into the
chanber, if you will, please, for the

controversial reading of today's cal endar.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
34, by Senat or Addabbo, Senate Print 1057, an
act to amend the El ection Law

SENATOR SALAND: Expl anati on
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Addabbo, an expl anati on has been
request ed by Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Madam
President, on which bill? |'msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Cal endar Nunmber 34, Senate Print 1057.

SENATOR ADDABBQO. On this bill,
Madam Presi dent, what we are doing is sinply
codi fying what is already done in many of our
counties with affidavit ballots.

Many of our counties al ready have a
registration formand i nformation for
registration forns already on their affidavit
ballots. So since counties are already doing
it, what we're doing here at this point is
just codifying what's already been done.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOMVERY:
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Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Senat or Addabbo, when you say
codi fyi ng what has al ready been done -- |I'm

bei ng counsel ed "through the chair." |
apol ogi ze.

Madam Presi dent, will Senator
Addabbo yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: Are
you requesting Senator Addabbo to yield to a
guesti on?

SENATOR SALAND: Yes, | am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Senat or Addabbo, do you yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: o
ahead.

SENATOR SALAND: I think you had

said nmerely codifying a practice that's
occurring in some counties. To the extent to
which this practice is occurring in such

counties, this codification would in no way,
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shape or formchange the current law with
regard to same-day registration, would it?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. No. Not to ny
know edge, no.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Thank you, Senator Sal and.

Senat or PerKkins.

SENATOR PERKI NS: | wanted to
speak on the bill, if | my.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Perkins, on the bill.

SENATOR PERKI NS: You know, this
is a great piece of legislation, and I want to
commend the sponsor for noving this forward.

You know, very often there are
problens at polling sites where affidavit
bal | ot s beconme necessary to guarantee the
opportunity for people who need to be counted
to actually be counted. And in the event
sonmetines that that person's ballot is not
there or they may not be registered, this

offers themthe opportunity to get registered.
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And this is inportant because we
want to nake sure as many fol ks are registered
to vote as possible. And this affidavit, as
the affidavit on the actual application, gives
us sone assurance that this individual is a
| egitimate possible voter and therefore can be
processed and able to vote in future
el ecti ons.

And it avoids sonme of the
frustration and cynicismthat people have
about the process when in fact they want to
participate, are legitimately entitled to
partici pate, but are frustrated because for
some reason their registration has not been
counted. So this allows themfor future
el ections surely to be count ed.

So |l think this is great. | think
it will encourage people to want to
participate in our denocracy and relieve us of
some of the cynicismthat sonetines people
have about the process.

So thank you so nuch. [I'mgoing to
support this |egislation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOMVERY:
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Thank you, Senator Perkins.
Are there any other Senators

wi shing to be heard on this bill?

Heari ng none, the debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2.
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Call the roll.

bel | s.

Thi s

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOMERY:

Senator Marcellino, to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Yes,
President, to explain ny vote.

| amgoing to vote for this

Madam

bill.

| think it's a good idea, as |long as we have

t he assurance -- and | heard Senat or Addabbo

say it -- that this bill does not const
same-day registration

For future el ections, fine.

itute

Not

same-day registration. That was the question

that was asked, and it was answered in that

manner. | accept the Senator's answer.
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And | would vote aye on that bill
on that proviso, that this does not constitute
same-day registration

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Senat or DeFranci sco, to explain his vote.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. Yes.
There's sonething that just doesn't ring true
with this bill, and let ne try to explain.
Actual ly, my counsel, Senator Ownen Johnson,
brought it to ny attention, and | hadn't
t hought about it until after the debate was
cl osed.

But apparently if this bill goes
into effect -- and apparently in sone
jurisdictions it's already happeni ng, where
the registration formis there -- it seens
somewhat contradictory that soneone is signing
an affidavit saying they're registered to vote
and therefore want their vote counted for this
particul ar el ection, and then conpleting a
voter registration form

You can't be in two different --
you're either registered or you're not. And

if you are, then you can vote by the
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affidavit. If you're not, then you should
regi ster. But by doing the same thing on the
same day, sonething just doesn't sit right.

And I"'mall for the idea of having
regi stration forns available as often as you
can, but it mght result, | think, in sone
situations where the affidavit ballot m ght
possi bly be contested if sone individuals on
the sane day say sonething contradictory;
nanely, that we want to register to vote too
t oday.

So I'll vote yes, assum ng that
everybody el se understands this better than
do and that this is not a problem But |
think it's a potential problemas far as
counting affidavit ballots at a | ater date,
because the person that day is doing two
contrary things.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Thank you.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Number 34, recorded in the negative:
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Senat or Fl anagan.
Absent fromvoting: Senators
Al esi, Farley, Larkin and Seward.

Excused, Senators Hannon and

W nner .

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
bill is passed.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Congratul ati ons, Senator Addabbo.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
35, by Senat or Addabbo, Senate Print 1062, an
act to amend the Election Law, in relation to
maki ng mail registration fornms avail abl e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: WI 1l Senat or
Addabbo yi el d, Madam Presi dent ?

SENATOR LI BOUS: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Senat or Addabbo, will you yield for a question
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from Senat or Sal and?
SENATOR LI BOUS: Expl anati on.
SENATOR SALAND: I'"msorry, an

expl anati on has been asked for. Wuld you

provide -- ny apologies. | hear a request for
an explanation, and then I'll ask ny question.
Thank you.

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Sure.

Madam Presi dent, here on 1062 we're
just encouraging the facilitating of the
accessibility of registration fornms. That's
nmerely what this bill does.

Again, what it does is nake nore
specific or nore detailed what is already
bei ng done in practice. So basically we're
just facilitating accessibility for
regi stration forns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you, Madam
President. Wuld Senator Addabbo yiel d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Senat or Addabbo, will you yield for a question

from Senat or Sal and?
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SENATOR ADDABBQO. Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

SENATOR SALAND: Senat or Addabbo,
I"m | ooking at the | anguage begi nning on
line 9 and running through lines 12 and 13.
And what you say in your bill is that each
county Board of Elections shall nake
application fornms available to the public
through distribution to federal, state and
| ocal governnent buil dings.

Assum ng for the nonent that our
friends in federal government will take, for
this very | audabl e purpose, our forns. |
woul d assune that will not present too nuch of
a probl em

However, you define anmong your
buil dings "including but not limted to
banks.” And I'mnot sure that a bank is
either a federal, state or |ocal governnental
bui | di ng.

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Not vyet.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SALAND: You nust be

prescient. You nust know sonething that --
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SENATOR ADDABBQO W' re being

slightly ahead of the curve here, Senator

Sal and.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SALAND: That being the
case, wWill we put this bill aside until we see

whet her the banks are nationalized?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Vell, the
reason -- and respectfully, it does say "my,"
that it may include banks. If we even take

the word "bank" out, if we don't choose to do
banks since it's not today considered a
federal or governnental building, we don't
have to do it. [It's not requiring banks, it's
may i ncl ude banks.

SENATOR SALAND: I f the Senator
will continue to yield, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
WIIl you continue to yield, Senator Addabbo?

SENATOR ADDABBC Oh, yes, Madam
Presi dent .

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
Senat or Addabbo.

I"mnerely pointing out the
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i nconsi stency between governmental buil di ngs

of whatever |level, federal, state or |ocal,

and the inclusion of what is currently -- and
per haps somewhere down the road, this will not
be case -- but what is currently a private

institution. And it would seemto ne that
t hat inconsistency shoul d be renedied.

| certainly in no way, shape or
form oppose what you're attenpting to do here.
But | think this bill would be nore
appropriate and certainly nore tightly drafted
if we just took out the reference to banks.

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Li ke | said,
Senator Saland, it's a good point, a point
wel | - not ed.

The fact that the word specifically
"may" is in there, | would say that banks,
even t hough they are not consi dered
governmental buildings at this point, again,
because the word "may" is in there, the
requi renent of giving registration forns to
banks is not there. The requirenent is not
there. But if they were to appear in banks, |

think we'd all appreciate that as well.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N B O © W ~N O O M W N B O

881

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
Senat or .

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam
President, will the sponsor just yield for a
qui ck question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Addabbo, will you yield for a question
from Senat or Fuschill o?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Yes.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Senat or,
agree with the intent to get the registration
forms out as widely and publicly as possible.
Just a quick question. How will the county
Board of El ections get these forns to these
institutions that you're suggesting they get
themto?

SENATOR ADDABBO. There coul d be
a nyriad of ways, Senator.

Qovi ously we could use mail. And
there is no time requirenent here, so when

t heir budget appropriates enough, they can get
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it out there.

It certainly could be done in a
nore feasible and maybe nore reduced- cost
manner, |ike personal delivery too, if that is
f easi bl e.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam
President, through you, just one fina
question, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Addabbo, do you agree to continue to
yield to anot her question?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO So there's no
appropriation tied to this bill to help the
counti es achi eve your goal ?

SENATOR ADDABBC Only because,
again, they're not required in tinme. W never
said that they have to do it within six
nont hs, ei ght nonths, or what have you.

When their budget appears that it's
able to be done so, then obviously they could
do it by mail if they choose to. |If their

budget does not permt themto, there are,
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agai n, cheaper effective ways to do it.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam
President, through you, will the sponsor yield
for one final question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

WIIl you yield for a final question?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO So, Senator,
so they really don't have to do what you're
asking themto do?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. They do it
al r eady.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO No, but -- |
understand what they do. So is this piece of
| egi slation that we want to vote on to nake
| aw just a suggestion to themthat's |aw?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Madam
President, what this bill does is just nake
nore specific where we are suggesting these
regi stration forns be.

| don't think anybody will argue
that we need to have better accessibility to

those registration forms. As | go into many
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governnmental offices and buil dings, the
regi stration forns should be there, and
they're not. | don't think anybody woul d
argue about accessibility to registration
forms.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam

President, through you. Senator, thank you

very much
Madam Presi dent, on the bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Yes, on the bill, Senator Fuschillo.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO It greatly
concerns nme that we're dealing with a piece of
| egislation and we're witing a law that is
just a suggestion now and really has no i npact
at all on anything.

But it further concerns ne that in
these economic tines we are still suggesting
to local municipalities that have no noney,
that are in deficits throughout this state,
that we're asking themto achieve a goal of
just a suggestion which essentially is an
unf unded nandat e.

Thank you very nuch
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Thank you.

Are there any other Senators
wi shing to speak?

Senator Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO. Thank you.
Wul d the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Addabbo, do you agree to yield to a
guesti on?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senator Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO Madam Pr esi dent,
t hrough you. Senator Addabbo, it says post
office here. Now, that would be a federa
buil ding. And under federal |aw, they would
not be subjected to state law. So was there

any contact nmade? O how would we conduct

t hat ?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. No, Senator --
t hrough you, Madam President -- we can only be
hopeful. Cbviously, again, this is a
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suggestion. It says "may." It's a
suggestion. Many of our post offices already
have themthere. This is just nerely
suggesting. W are obviously pronoting al so
state and | ocal governnment offices, |ike DW
and ot hers.

So therefore, it is a suggestion.
But again, what we're doing here is codifying
in a nore specific manner what offices may be
i ncl uded.

SENATOR GRI FFO Madam Pr esi dent,
t hrough you, would the sponsor yield for one
addi ti onal question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or Addabbo, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

SENATOR GRI FFO. Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator Addabbo, I'ma
former county executive, so | know how
difficult it was when we're dealing with state
requi renents and nmandat es.

Was there any effort nmade to

connect with the New York State Associ ati on of
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Counties to discuss wth themwhat this could
mean and how t hey woul d do this?

SENATOR ADDABBQO. No, Senat or,
not at this point.

That's why | would |ike to use, as
chair of the Elections Conmttee, oversight
sonewhere down the line in the near future, to
see how this gets inplenented. And,
obvi ously, hopefully seeing that it's
i mpl enmented in an efficient way.

SENATOR GRI FFO. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Thank you.

Are there any other Senators
wi shing to speak on this |egislation?

The debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bells.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
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Senat or Adans, to explain his vote.

SENATOR ADAMS: Thank you, Madam
President, to explain ny vote.

I think this is an inportant piece
of legislation, and I want to comrend Senat or
Addabbo.

When you | ook at even novi ng
polling sites to locations with the elderly,
wi th the handi capped, often you will find
voter registration forms only in the Board of
El ections in many of our comunities.

| believe in naking this accessible
to those who can go into these various
| ocations that they're famliar with. Many of
us, we are used to wal king into governnent al
buil dings. But to the average New Yorker,
it's intimdating. But if they can go into
fam |liar surroundi ngs, some of the |ocations
that were listed here, it nakes it easier.

W need a better participation in
el ections. W have a |l ack of participation.
And | believe part of that erosive behavior is
because many people are intim dated by the

process of going in and registering to vote.
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This nakes it easier, and | commend
Senat or Addabbo on this piece of |egislation.

"1l be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Senator Liz Krueger, to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| also want to thank the sponsor
for sponsoring the bill and bringing it to al
our attention today.

But | also want to go on the record
about sonme concerns that were rai sed by
Senat or Fuschillo and others of the cost of
novi ng these bal |l ots around.

The federal Mdtor Voter Act already
requires sone of this, nost of this to be
done. So this is just codifying our
commtrment to ensuring that people have the
ability to get voter registration forms.

And because of the federal Motor
Voter Act, we in fact already print and mai
to the counties the ballots. And so while
there is arguably sonme additiona

responsi bility by the county Board of
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El ections to get these distributed through
their counties, this is a federal nandate that
we shoul d be overjoyed to work with and
cooperate with. Because what is nore

i nportant than ensuring that every New Yorker
has the ability to vote?

And of course we know that our
voter turnout is still too low, and | believe
that this bill is going to go a significant
way to assisting people to register to vote
and encourage and educate themto vote. So
t hank you very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Thank you.

Senator Marcellino, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Madam
President, to explain ny vote.

| understand and I will vote aye on
this bill because | agree with the intent and
| agree with getting as nany peopl e registered
to vote as we possibly can. But | amnot sure
that this bill does what the Senator would

like it to do.
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It says you shall make application
fornms available. | agree with Senator Krueger
that it's a mandate by the federal governnent
that we should be doing that, we nust do that.
It says you shall make them available in | oca
governnments, state and federal buildings.

And then, later on, it says such
bui | di ngs may i nclude but not be Iimted to,
and then it lists a whole bunch of state and
federal and | ocal buildings.

So do they have to or they don't
have to? 1In one part it says you have to, and
in another part it says you may not if you
choose not to. So I'mreally not sure that
we're going to acconplish anything by this.

But | think the intent is a good
one, and perhaps you m ght | ook at an
anmendnent |later on and clarify this, because
it is anbi guous at best.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Thank you.
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Number 35, absent fromvoting are

Senators Al esi, Espada, Farley, Larkin and

Sewar d.

Excused: Senators Hannon and
W nner .

Ayes, 55. Nays, O.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
bill is passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

37, by Senator Dilan, Senate Print 1554, an

act to anend the El ecti on Law.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Expl anati on.

SENATOR KLEI N: Madam Pr esi dent,
can we lay the bill aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

Senator Klein, that conpletes the
controversial reading of the cal endar.

May we have some order

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Madam Pr esi dent,

can we pl ease recogni ze Senator Perkins for a
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brief announcenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:
Senat or PerKkins.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Kl ein and Madam Presi dent.

| wanted to take a qui ck nmonment of
nmy coll eagues' time to informthem of a great
New Yorker fromthe Gty of New York who has
passed. His nanme is Wlbert "Bill" Tatum

Some of you may know him as the
publ i sher eneritus of the Ansterdam News, one
of the | eadi ng newspapers in our comunity
that has a long tradition, fromthe days of
Frederick Dougl ass, practically, when he
started The North Star and started this whole
tradition of radical, |iberation-oriented
newspapers.

And so he recently passed, just
yesterday, and | wanted to ask ny col | eagues
to take a nonment of silence in nmenory of the
wonder ful work that he has done over so many
years in resurrecting that newspaper and
making it relevant not only to people in the

Harl ems of our city but to the city in
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general .

So I'd just ask for a nmonent of
si | ence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: Can
we have a nonment of silence, at the request of
Senator Perkins, in nmenory of Wlbert "Bill"
Tat um

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

Thank you, menbers. Thank you, Senator
Per ki ns.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY: The
desk is clear.

SENATOR KLEI N: Ther e bei ng none,
I nove we stand adjourned until Monday,

March 2nd, at 3:00 p.m Intervening days wl |
be | egi sl ative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MONTGOVERY:

There being no further business to cone before

the Senate, on notion, the Senate stands
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adj ourned until Mnday, March 2nd, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days being | egislative
days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:06 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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