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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
Senate will please cone to order

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: In the
absence of clergy, may we all bow our heads in
a nonment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nmonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Tuesday, February 10, the Senate met pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Monday,
February 9, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved

as read.
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Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
believe that the report of the Judiciary
Committee is at the desk, and | ask the
President to have the report read at this
time.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There
is a report of the Judiciary Conmittee at the
desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sanpson,
fromthe Conmmittee on Judiciary, reports the
fol |l owi ng nom nati on.

As Chi ef Judge of the Court of
Appeal s, the Honorabl e Jonat han Li ppman, of
New York City.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Senat or Sanpson.
SENATOR SAMPSON: Yes,

M. President, | rise to nove forth the
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nom nati on of the Honorabl e Jonathan Li ppman,
who is presently presiding justice of the
Appel late Division of the First Departnent, to
Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals.

We had a very hearty and fruitful
neeting this norning, and I want to conmend
Jonat han Li ppman but nost of all comend the
Governor on his appoi ntnent of Jonat han
Li ppran.

There's al ways been issues with
respect to the selection process and the way
in which a nomnation list did not contain one
of wonen. And this is of deep concern. And
that is why | started conducting hearings
dealing with the whol e sel ection and judicia
nom nati ng process. But | want you to rest
assured that it does not taint the Honorable
Judge Li ppnan.

Judge Lippnan is a person who | had
an opportunity to have a conversation with
with respect to the issues of concern not only
to ne but to our conference: The issue of
diversity, the issue of norale within the

court system the issue of pay raises, and
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al so the issue of the appointnent of acting
Suprene Court judges not only in the city but
t hroughout the State of New York.

And we had a very frank and very
poi nt ed di scussion with respect to those
i ssues, and then he had an opportunity to neet
nmy col |l eagues. And one thing we wal ked away
with is that this is a man who has heard our
i ssues and concerns, and he's not going to
just act with rhetoric or words, he's going to
i npl enent in deeds. And that has won over a
| ot of ny colleagues with respect to this
nom nati on who had questi ons.

So at this point intime | would
like to nove forth his nom nation as Chief
Judge of the Court of Appeals. And | want to
first of all congratulate his famly: his
wi fe, Anmy Lippman, his son, Russell Lippman,
and al so his daughter, Lindsay Lippman.

And, Your Honor, | want to comend
you on goi ng through a process which was
uneasy at tinmes, but you handl ed yourself as
the jurist you are. And | | ook forward not

only to being a partner but being a friend
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when dealing with the judicial system

Because at the end of the day, it's
not about me, it's not about ny coll eagues,
it's about the people of the State of New
York. And it's about the judicial system
it's about restoring the faith, the trust, and
the confidence in the judicial system and
ensuring that Lady Justice continues to renain
blind and the scal es of justice are bal anced.

In a lot of comunities throughout
the city and throughout the state, we don't
feel that way. But under your | eadership,

Your Honor, we expect that to occur. And we

| ook forward to working with you not only from
this day forward but throughout the future and
maki ng sure that your issues are our issues,
and our issues becone your issues, and you
under stand how committed we are to those
principles that are expressed to you.

So once again, at this point in
time | would like to nmove his nomination forth
as the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank

you, Senator Sanpson.
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Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Before | speak on this nom nee on
behal f of the Republican conference as the
ranking Mnority menber, | just want to note
for the record and thank the chairman, Senator
John Sanmpson. Senator Sanpson handled this
nom nation in a nost courteous and
prof essi onal manner. As a new ranki ng menber
and Senator, | want to thank you for the
courtesies that you showed. Thank you very
much.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much, Senator Maziarz. And | |earned the best
fromyou, Senator.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you.

On the nom nation, M. President.

I want to rise in support, as the ranking
menber of this commttee, in support of the
Governor's nom nation of Jonathan Lippman as
the Chief Judge of this court.

Judge Li ppman has nade hi nsel f

avai |l able to our nenbers, answered all of our
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gquestions in a professional and an excel |l ent
manner .

| just want to say, as many of you
have heard ne speak on the floor and in
Judiciary Conmittee in the past, | feel very
passi onately about some issues, particularly
as they evolve around the Court of Appeals.
And | rise in support of this nomnation for a
ot of different reasons. |I'monly going to
menti on one.

But Judge Li ppman -- and maybe he
didn't even renenber this, but a long tine ago
there was a judge in upstate New York who was
goi ng through an extrenely enotional persona
situation involving the health of their child.
And | don't think Judge Li ppnan ever even net
that judge at that point in tinme, but through
an internedi ary he was asked to do somet hi ng
on that judge's behalf, and he did it. And I
never forgot it, Judge.

So again, on behalf of our
conference, | do want to nention that |
received a call froma good friend of many of

ours, a fornmer chairman of this conmmttee,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N B O © W ~N O O M W N B O

580

Jim Lack, in strong support of this
nom nati on.

And, M. Chairman, | rise and
second the nom nation by ny good friend
Senat or Sanpson. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Mazi arz.

Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

Today we are having a day where
sonmetinmes | wish that this day woul d not
happen. But, M. Chairman, |'mhere today to
express why | will abstaining fromthis
nom nati on.

But | have to say it has nothing to
do with Judge Lipprman. | have great, great
regard for Judge Lipprman. Hi s qualifications,
his resume, and his life shows that he is well
qualified to be in the position that he is
t oday.

However, M. President and nenbers
of this body, the system the way in which

Judge Li ppman was chosen, casts doubt on his
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nom nation. And I will tell you why,
M. President.

There were two wonen that applied
and were interviewed. One of them was Justice
Fern A. Fisher, with a B.A from Harvard
University, with a juris doctor degree from
Harvard Law School, admitted to the New York
Bar Association in 1980. Deputy director of
Harl em Legal Services. Assistant Attorney
General of the New York State Departnent of
Law. Four years of pro bono |egal services to
Har | em based conmunity organi zati ons. Project
director of the National Conference of Bl ack
Lawyers. Deputy supervising judge of the Gty
Civil Court. Elected to the New York State
Suprene Court in 1993. For the last 13 years,
she has been the adm nistrative judge of the
Civil Courts of the City of New York.

Over 30 years' experience,

M. President. But she was found not

qual i fied, not qualified by the commttee that
gave it to Judge Lippman. An African-American
lady. It has nothing to do with being

African-Anmerican, it has nothing to do with
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being a worman, it has nothing to do with being
a mnority. It has to do with her
qual i fications. Unqualified.

The ot her | ady, woman, Justice
Car nen Beauchanp Ci parick, graduated from
Hunter College in 1963, a juris doctor degree
fromSt. John's University. She has served as
a Legal Aid attorney. She's been assistant
counsel for the Judicial Conference of
New York State. She's been chief |aw
assistant of the New York City Crim nal
Courts, counsel to the Ofice of the New York
City Adm nistrative Judge. Judge of New York
City Crimnal Court.

In 1982, she was elected to the
New York State Suprene Court. Menber of the
New York State Court of Appeals since 1993,
16 years a nenber of that body. And she is
the senior associate judge of the New York
State Court of Appeals. Thirty-two years of
experience. Another woman, Hispanic, was
found to be not qualified.

Two wonen. Two wonen -- one

Afri can- Aneri can, one Hispanic -- not
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qualified. This is a shane, the way in which
our systemworks. Wien is it that a woman or
a mnority person would have the possibility
to conpete?

Judge Li ppman is superqualified.
He's qualified. I1'mglad, and |"mjoining his
famly today in congratulating him But these
two wonen were prevented, M. President, they
were prevented from conpeti ng.

And now ny question is, with their
resunme, with their experience, with their
education, why were they found not qualified?
Because they're wonmren? Are we discrimnating
agai nst wonen, because one is black and one is
H spanic? Are we discrimnating against a
bl ack? Are we discrimnating against a
Hi spani c?

So there we've got a problem as |
said before. W have a big problemin this
state. And if | vote yes, then | becone part
of the problem If | vote no, people night
think that I'mvoting agai nst Judge Li ppman,
whi ch | woul d never do.

But | cannot vote yes to be part of
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the problem and I cannot vote no because |
don't want to be under -- | don't want to give
peopl e the opportunity to say that |I'mvoting
agai nst him

I"mabstaining. | will not vote, |
will not take part in this process. Just to
show nmy anger, to show ny rejection of the way
in which these two wonmen were prevented and
found not qualified.

The system has to be changed. And
then they gave the Governor seven candi dates
and forced the Governor to choose from one of
t he seven.

These two | adies, M. President,
were not qualified. | nean, this has sent a
nessage to all of us. And | said before that
this happens to us over and over and over.

And then they say: W wll fix it. Don't
worry about it, vote yes and we will fix it.
And then it happens again. And then we all
have been prom sed that the systemis going to
be changed. Maybe, naybe because they think
that we mnorities, we conme here, we talk, and

then we say okay, yes.
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No. The tine is going to cone --
and | think the tine is going to conme, |'m
saying no, the tine is going to cone when we,
bl ack and Hi spanic |egislators, have to stand
up and say no way, no how. That's why |I'm
abstai ning, M. President. Thank you.

And | congratul ate Judge Li ppman on
hi s nom nation today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Diaz.

Senat or Espada.

SENATOR ESPADA: Thank you,

M. President, for giving ne the opportunity
to share sone thoughts on the nom nation and
i ndeed, as ny col |l eague Senator Di az just
articulated, on the process itself.

But first, as to the nom nee,
absol utely qualified.

I wish to thank Senator Sanpson for
his deliberations. And he was very thoughtful
and very fair in taking his tine. This is a
del i berative process and a deliberative body.
He's acconpl i shed and nade us very proud this

day.
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But | was particularly taken with
the conments that Judge Li ppnan nade on
advocacy versus activism And | was very
pl eased to hear you, sir, speak about the need
to advocate for reform and advocate for
change. And that doing so in no way, in no
way sets the court apart fromits essentia
process of becone objective and wei ghing the
facts in evidence.

And the facts in evidence in this
case, as you so clearly articul ate, Senator
Diaz, is that we have a flawed and terrible
systemnot only with respect to this process,
but | navigated and traversed ot her counties
and met with other people on nmy own about this
process of our justice system Not just this
nom nati on of the Chief Judge, but those who
serve as acting judges, those who serve on
housi ng court and civil court, the highest
courts of the land, visited on this issue that
has politicized the judiciary in this country
and in this state for far too |ong.

And so there are nany issues that

burden us today. But for nme, this candi date
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is worthy of support, but | mnust stay

st eadf ast and focused on this process. This
process will not only yield, in nmy hunble
estimation, the nost powerful person in this
state henceforward, today, will be Justice
Jonat han Li pprman, presiding over what nany
times is the last recourse for justice.

But we tal ked about the begi nning
of the process, the need to reformthe grand
jury system when too many who cannot afford a
| awyer have no voice and no defense. And to
that point | congratulate you, sir, you were
right on target wi th having, you know, the
nost i ndi gent defendants get their day in
court. But it starts there. And so he was
clear on that, and | support him
whol eheartedly on that.

The draconi an Rockefeller Drug Laws
t hat have seen generations of
Afri can- Areri cans, Hispanics, poor people that
have not had the ability and judges who have
not had the ability to pass judgment and to
use their discretion to render justice.

And so to all of those points --
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not the resunme, but the person, his soul, his
preparation, his character -- | think we wl|
be wel | served.

But as the rules of the house do
not provide for an abstention, when | walk
t hrough t hose doors, through that exit sign,
will join Senator Diaz, sir, in not voting
agai nst you but to make a point that so nany
i ssues in our justice system have to be
vi si ted.

And so for this nmoment and this
day, | wish to join you in this protest,
Senator Diaz. Wth no aspersions to you and
your nom nation, Judge Lippman.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Espada.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

| rise to lend ny support to the
nom nati on of Judge Lippnan to this, the
hi ghest post in the court systemin the State

of New York. And | do so not with the sane
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| evel of conflict as some of ny coll eagues
have.

| have serious conflict with the
process, | think I've nade that publicly
known. And | think that every opportunity
that I get, I will be participating in a
proactive way to ensure that this process is
in fact changed as quickly as we possibly can
do so.

My support of Judge Li ppnan,
however, is based upon his history of his
hiring practices, his support and nurturing of
peopl e of color in his historic rise to this
position. | listened to testinony this
norni ng, but certainly | have many friends in
the court systemacross this state who revere
the work that he has done and the efforts that
he has nade to ensure not only that they are
in positions of inportance and prom nence, but
certainly that they are a part of the policy
process.

Many tinmes we will have people who
will come before us and tal k about that they

are regretful of the process and that they
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feel very bad about it, and they pay lip
service. But | happen to know t hat
historically the work that | have had the
opportunity to do with Judge Lippman in ny
di strict responds to the needs of those who
were fornerly incarcerated for drug use, and
Judge Li ppman hel ped to work in our conmunity
to ensure that we had alternative prograns to
i ncarceration

And this was anong a group of
peopl e who were unrepresented and who are
bl ack and who are poor and who are Latino.
And so that set the tone for ne in terns of
observi ng how he woul d go about doing the work
that he will do.

| think that Judge Lippman,
separate fromthe process, will be very
i mportant to our judicial system He has
waxed el oquently on those things that he
recogni zes, simlarly to ne, that the kinds of
things that we need to do to ensure fairness
and to restore the trust of the people in our
judicial systemin the State of New York are

tantamount to his first priorities.
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And therefore, the inportance of
what this appoi ntnent neans, he represents.
And therefore | join nmy colleagues in
supporting this nomnation, but I will be
calling on Judge Lippman as we go forward to
ensure that he stays actively involved in the
process to change this systemso that people
who believe that we need stronger justice wll
see that that is so.

No one woul d consi der Judge Lippman
as |iberal, but they certainly would judge him
as fair-mnded. And that is appropriate and
necessary for our judicial system
particul arly when you | ook at the nunbers of
mnorities who conme and go throughout our
court systens.

And as our young girls are becom ng
nore and nore involved in the juvenile and the
justice system it becones inportant to have
sonmeone at the head of our judicial system
t hat understands the need to address these
issues in a preventive as well as a judicious
way as they conme through the courts.

So | amvery pl eased to nmake, based
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upon ny know edge of his experience and the
opportunities that he has given, that he wl|l
be a justice that will be fair. And that he
also know | will be breathing down his neck to
ensure that the things that he has done in the
past will be those that he will continue to do
in the future. And those people who attenpt
to block his good efforts, he will have a
chanpion in ne to help himto nove those
roadbl ocks as he represents the people of the
State of New York.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Hassel |- Thonpson.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to second the
nom nati on of Jonathan Li ppman as our Chi ef
Judge of the Court of Appeals.

| think this is sort of, | think, a
celebration for the judge and his famly, and
also all of us as New Yorkers. A man who cane

from hunbl e begi nnings, growi ng up on the
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Lower East Side, | think he reflects what many
young | awyers at the tinme -- when they go to

| aw school, when they graduate from | aw

school -- what their dreams would be. And I'm
sure there's many who dream of being just a
judge. But many, | guess, wouldn't dare to
dreamto be Chief Judge, the top judge in the
great State of New York.

And | think again, if anyone can
plan their Iife on what the road map you woul d
take to be the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeal s in New York State, | think Judge
Li ppran foll owed that road map. W rked his
way up froma |law secretary in Manhattan
| at er becanme an adm nistrative judge, then an
Appel l ate Court judge, all the while |earning
and maki ng our court system better.

Again, | think one of the things
that diver Wendell Hol nmes once said, that the
experience of the lawis what's inportant.

And | think in nmany cases there's no one in
the court systemthat has nore experience than
Judge Li ppnan.

Everyt hi ng that has been good about
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our judicial systemover the |ast 20 years, in
many ways Judge Li ppnan had a very inportant
and positive inpact on all of that. Domestic
vi ol ence courts, expanding the Fam |y Courts,
all types of different nedical nalpractice
parts, Jonathan Li ppnan had a maj or inpact on
each and every one of those things.

And there's also, | think, when you
t hi nk about the type of person who shoul d be
the Chief Judge -- | tal ked extensively about
his adm nistrative experience, but also his
| egal acunen. He understands the various
i ssues that cone before our great court in the
State of New York. And | think he's going to
be a credit to each and every one of us.

And | think all of us here should,
| think, take pride in the fact, especially if
we're an attorney, that we can rise not only
to becone a State Senator, as we all stand
here today, but al so becone a great judge,
even a Chief Judge.

And the only thing | can say, when
Jonat han Li ppman officially assunes his post

as the Chief Judge of the State of New York,
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think the residents of the State of New York
can rest assured that justice will be done.

Thank you, Judge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Klein.

Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President,
first of all, if I mght just say that Senator
Sanpson did an excellent job at the hearing.

In fact, it was nentioned that
former Judicial chairman Ji m Lack nmentioned
support of Jonathan Li ppman. The only reason
I mention Senator Lack is that when he was
chai rman of Judiciary, | think that John
Sanpson did a better job of handling one
particul ar witness who has testified on many
occasions. And Senator Lack had a little bit
bi gger problemw th that witness. In fact, |
t hi nk that woman got thrown out of the room
But that's neither here nor there.

But | have to say, Jonathan, that
you have al ways been, with nme as chairman of
Codes and as sonebody who has worked for many

years with the judiciary, a class individual,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N B O © W ~N O O M W N B O

596

forthright, ready to assist in any way
possi bl e.

In fact, | think one of the things
that kind of bothers me a little is |I heard
some criticismof Judge Kaye, that it's a
continuation of Judge Kaye. Gee, that's too
bad. | thought Judge Kaye did a pretty good
j ob, personally.

And, you know, | realize very nuch
that the problemwith the judiciary is, let's
be very frank, the judges are all angry
because they didn't get a pay raise. W know
that. The last time | | ooked, the Chief Judge
of the Court of Appeals doesn't get to vote in
ei ther house of the Legislature.

It is a shame, because the
judiciary should have gotten a pay raise. But
that's sonmething that this house, | think,
tried our best to make that happen. But -- |
know we passed legislation. | didn't want to
get into that.

But Jonat han Li ppnman -- and |
understand the feelings of people here that

there were other people who could have been on
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the list. And, you know, |'ve got to say
sonmet hing, years ago | said that JimMGQuire
shoul d have been on the list also. And he
wasn't on the list. And you could nane any
nunber of people. It wasn't that they weren't
qualified, it's just that the |list was picked
based on a decision that had to be nade.

And of course | will say this too,
Judge. One of the Court of Appeals judges --
| happen to know hi m much, rmuch, nmuch | onger
than you -- Gene Piggott, since he cones from
nmy area. Please take care of himand watch
that he doesn't get into trouble. Ckay?

But in any case, you'll nake a fine
chief justice. |'mhappy to support you.
haven't al ways agreed in the past with the
former Chief Judge's decisions. But then, as
|'"ve said, a |ot of people disagree with ne.

So | can only say this, that |
think that the Ofice of Court Adm nistration
will be especially -- and naybe that's as
critically inportant as anything -- will be
run by sonebody that knows nore about it than

anybody else. And in this tine, this fisca
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time, that may be -- and |I'm not sayi ng
that -- obviously, the decisions that are made
are extrenely inmportant. But running the
Ofice of Court Administration right nowis
going to be sonething that's al nost equally as
i mportant.

So good luck to you, and Godspeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Vol ker.

Senat or Lei bel | .

SENATOR LEI BELL.: Thank you,
M. President.

This is probably one of the nost
i mportant confirmations that we will have the
opportunity to consider over the course of any
term The Chief Judge of the New York Court
of Appeal s | eads our other branch of
government, the judiciary.

And we are really very fortunate
t oday because we have soneone whose nane has
been sent to us who has had a trenmendous,
tremendous career in the law and as a judge.
He brings to this position every possible

qualification that we could ask for as a
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| egi sl ati ve body. He has great integrity, he
has the disposition we woul d expect froma
judge, he has the know edge of the |law that we
woul d hope for froma judge. And he has a
tremendous sense of fairness.

|'ve had the good fortune to know
Judge Li ppnan for some tine, worked with him
on a nunber of issues. | cannot think of a
better person to fill this position. So |I am
very pleased to stand here today and to | end
nmy support to this nom nation.

Thank you, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Leibell.

Senat or Sal and.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President.

| too rise in support of Judge
Li ppran's confirmation to the position of
Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals.

| have had the good fortune of
knowi ng the judge for a nunmber of years here
in Al bany, in ny capacity as a nenber of

several conmittees with which the judiciary
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deals with fromtine to tine.

Certainly when | chaired the Senate
Children and Families Commttee, and as a
menber of the Judiciary and Codes Committees,
| had opportunity to frequently have contact
wi th Judge Li ppman, and al ways found himto be
extraordinarily dedicated, extraordinarily
capabl e, a man possessed of keen intellect, a
man dedi cated to public service, a nman whose
word was his bond, a man who full-well
understood that there is a process, a
| egi sl ati ve process, which contains that
ever - present el enent of give and take. A man
who understood that, a man who tried his best
to use his abilities to influence that system
on behal f of his constituencies, particularly
when he was chief adm nistrative judge of the
judiciary.

| nmentioned earlier in the

Judiciary Conmittee today that in ny earlier

tinme as an attorney, | spent a lot of tinme in
court -- not as nuch since | canme to this
chanber -- and there were certain qualities

that I would always hope to find in a judge.
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And those qualities, whether it be the tria
bench or the appellate bench, | think are
critically inportant.

Qovi ously, first and forenost, you
want sonmebody who's fair, sonebody who can
anal yze with a kind of keen intellect, a
person who doesn't have an agenda, a person
who i s about justice, a person who is
judi ci ous, a person who epitoni zes everything
that you believe in when you | ook at the
synbol of that blind goddess.

Wel |, Judge Jonat han Li ppman is
such a person. Judge Jonat han Li ppman has
been a superb public servant. He will be an
exenpl ary Chief Judge. He is certainly a
credit to his famly, he is a credit to the
judiciary, and he will be an enornous credit
to the State of New York.

I wish you well, Judge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Sal and.

Senat or Stewart- Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yes, |

too rise to second the nom nati on of Jonat han
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Li ppran for the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeal s.

Certainly there's no question that
the process is seriously flawed, and | would
be rem ss in not saying that. But | would
al so be remiss in not standing in support of
someone who has been out st andi ng.

I had the privilege of being on the
county board of | egislators when Judge Li ppman
was our chief adm nistrative judge. And
during that tine, he did what he does, make
sure that we nove ahead, nake sure that we
progress, make sure that there are no
obstacles to reform ng our court systemor, as
was the case in Westchester County,
restructuring and rebuil ding our courts.

It was a difficult tinme because the
noney was very, very large that was invol ved.
There were many of us who were concerned with
the expense. And at sone point the process
seened to be stalled. And it was Judge
Li ppran who made sure that we understood the
big picture, we understood the ram fications

for all of our county residents and beyond.
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And we understood that, while he showed
| eadershi p but an incredible amount of respect
with every step

There was never a question that
this was about better service to the people --
not about ego, not about anythi ng but maki ng
sure that our courts were the best they could
be.

He has brought with himthose
val ues, those considerations, and that
commtrment. And whether it's the drug courts
or restructuring the systemor being part of
the process that will change the process that
has Iingered, there couldn't be better
| eader ship

So | congratul ate you, and |
wel come wor ki ng with you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Adans.

SENATOR ADAMNS: Thank you,
M. President.

| cane to Al bany this week

i ntendi ng, as a nenber of the Judiciary
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Committee, intending to vote no on this

nom nation -- until | had a conversation wth
Senat or Sanpson, who's the chair of that
conmittee, and he assured nme that sone of our
concerns were laid to rest.

You know, if only life was as
sinpl e and as bl ack-and-white as just going
with the qualifications of an individual. But
the reality is there are shades of gray. And
nmy belief, as | |listened to Senator Espada and
Senator Diaz, is this is a sad nmonent for the
State of New York. Were we can put a bl ack
man into the Wite House, we cannot put a
bl ack or Hi spanic in a black robe in the
hi ghest court in our |and.

And al t hough there's a cel ebratory
nood that's here, although we want to
cel ebrate because a qualified person is
reaching that level, but the reality is the
dream that Judge Lippman is living is a
ni ght mare that though black and Hi spanic
| awyers and judges are qualified, they're
never getting there.

We cannot stay in the m nor | eagues
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our entire life. W need to play in the major
| eagues. W need to sit on the top courts.
W need to participate.

And so for those who dism ss the
concerns of Diaz and Espada and others as nere
just rhetoric, | say noto that. It's a rea
pain, it's a real concern. W can't continue
to hear "Well, maybe next tine, maybe next
year, nmaybe next appoi ntnent, naybe next
nonent." No to that "next."

Now is the time. |If a black can
integrate the Wiite House, then we can
integrate black robes in our court system
Enough i s enough.

And so what |'m hoping, out of al
of this madness, |'m hoping that the judge
doesn't see this as a step back but an
opportunity, an opportunity to diversify the
ranks.

And it's also an opportunity for us
to | ook at the process. There's no way that
in as diversified a state as New York, a group
of male whites decide the crimnal justice

system Qur justice is supposed to be blind,
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but I'mtired of a hole being in that
bl i ndf ol d, when it comes down to peopl e of
color, to look at the sentencing, to | ook at
how we're treating the various peopl e that
come in front of the court system

So this is our opportunity to
change the process and not all ow oursel ves
again to have a |ist where qualified black
worren and nen were not on the list and no
matter what people tried to color it wth,
they were deened ineligible. If you' re not on
the list, you are ineligible. And there are
too many eligible people of color that are
capabl e of sitting on the high court and are
constantly and continually being passed over.

So yes, |'m happy that Judge
Li ppran is here. Yes, |I'mhappy | had a
conversation with Senator Sanpson and he said
we have an opportunity to do sone great
things. And | thank Senator Sanpson for
| eading that commttee and chairing it and
saying let's have an opportunity.

But | don't want to sit here again

and hear "maybe next tine." I'mtired of ny
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community staying in the mnor |eagues. W
don't want to live a lifetinme of running fast,

junpi ng high, but we can't coach the team

W' ve heard that before. | don't want to hear
it anynore. | don't want to hear about, well,
it's only fair. | want to deal with those

shades of gray that other people want to
i gnor e.

And this is not a statenent towards
Judge Lippman. |'m sure Judge Lippman is
highly qualified to do this.

But the reality is we can wear the
handcuffs. The reality is we can occupy the
prisons in the northern part of the state.

The reality is we can sit inside the precincts
cuffed to the benches. The reality is we can
be called perps. The reality is that our
justice systemhas a blindfold around the
woman that holds the scales of justice. But
when we cone into that courtroom when we fill
out our qualifications to sit on the bench,

all of a sudden the blindness of justice has
some way to peek through and say

"unqualified. "
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Enough is enough. Enough is
enough. If we can occupy, again, the Wite
House, we can wear a bl ack robe on the high
courts in our state.

So | say aye, but | respect the
concerns of Senators Diaz and Espada and
ot hers that have constantly stated enough is
enough. Enough is enough.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Adans.

Senat or Mbonserrate.

SENATOR MONSERRATE: Thank you
M. President, and to ny distinguished
col | eagues here in the State Senate.

First 1 want to recogni ze the fine
work of the Judiciary Comrittee and their
chai r, Senator John Sanpson, for his diligence
in this process.

I want to acknow edge that with
Judge Jonat han Li ppnman we have an i ndi vi dua
of inpeccable credentials, an individual wth
a lifelong service record, one that is
exenpl ary.

| stand here, however, to join ny
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col | eagues Senator Reverend Di az and Senator
Espada to in essence cast an abstention vote
to the process, a process which did not allow
for the eligibility of wonmen or Latinos in
particul ar and ot her African-Americans.

And | stand here to say that I
understand t hat Judge Lippman will do a fine
job as our chief justice.

But we need to do nore than just
pay lip service to inclusion, particularly to
| arge and energi ng communiti es such as ours,
whi ch seens to be the fastest-growi ng and the
| argest in the state with respect to mnority
groups. W have to ensure that there's a
process that integrates and doesn't segregate
us out.

And we are standing, the three of
us in particular, not to just nmake a political
statenment for the day, but to say that we are
commtted to the due diligence that this house
will have for years to come to ensure that
there is inclusion and a process that
enfranchi ses peopl e, people who have

hi storically have felt disenfranchised from
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this process.

And the finality of this process,

t hough it produced a fine judge, a judge that
wll serve us well, still leaves nmllions of
New Yor kers scratching their heads and asking
the question, is the process ever going to be
equitable for all of the people?

So |l will be joining ny coll eagues
and in essence not cast a vote on this.

Thank you very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Monserrate.

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise also in support of the
nom nati on of Judge Li ppman -- Chief Judge
Li ppran before the day is out.

And | would like to note, in
keeping with the corments of ny coll eagues,
that we are supporting Judge Lippnman today.
W are supporting you today, sir, and we wl|
seek your support tonorrow as we seek to

i nprove and open the judiciary to ensure that
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all New Yorkers are represented.

Because the voice of the Chief
Judge of the Court of Appeals is not just a
powerful voice in rulings on the aw fromthe
bench, it is a powerful voice for reform for
justice, and for the ongoi ng process of
i mproving the judicial systemand the | ega
systemin the State of New YorKk.

So |I'm honored to vote to confirm
this highly qualified nom nee. But | assure
you all that the concerns voiced by ny
col | eagues are not going away. And indeed,
would like to nmention to all of ny coll eagues
who are not on the Judiciary Commttee, who
were not present at the hearing we had earlier
today, it is absolutely clear that our new
Judi ciary chair, Senator John Sanpson, is
commtted to transform ng the flawed process
t hat brought us here today. He has al ready
begun to hold hearings. W've already started
to nove on this.

So, ladies and gentlenen, reformis
on the way. W' re beyond the point of saying

hope is on the way: Reformis on the way.
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And | hope that Judge Lippnan, | am confident
that Judge Lippman will be our partner in that
effort.

| am confident that he will join us
because of his record so far. And | would
urge all of ny colleagues that if you | ook at
the | ast decade in the New York court system
it has been a tine of trenendous innovation.
It has been a tinme where other courts and
| egi sl atures around the United States have
| ooked to New York and | ooked to refornms made
in New York for ideas of how we can do better.

W have to do better. W have to
do better here and around the country. The
United States is comng to a point, | believe,
where we are all realizing that our failed
national experinment with mass incarceration
nmust be put to an end. W have 2.4 mllion
people in prison in the United States. One
out of every nine young African-Anmerican nmen
isin jail or prison.

W have to change the system W
have to go with innovations that Judge Lippman

has been a part of such as drug courts,
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i nnovati ons such as changi ng our system of
parol e and probation. W have over 9, 000
prisoners in the New York State correctiona
system for technical violations of parole.
That wastes noney, that wastes lives, that is
unaccept abl e.

So | rise both to conplinent our
Judiciary Conmittee chair, Senator Sanpson
for beginning the process of reform and to
voi ce ny strong support for this great
nom nee, with the confidence that he will join
all of us in the effort to continue to reform
the system to open the process, to ensure
that all have adequate representation, and to
ensure that this is a system of equal justice
under law for all New Yorkers.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Schnei der man.

Senator Dil an.

SENATOR DI LAN: Yes,
M. President.

| rise to indicate that I will be

voting in the affirmative for the nom nee.
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I"d like to congratulate him

| would also like to indicate that
despite that the process was flawed, | am
still voting for him

| had the opportunity to question
Judge Lippnan directly in commttee, and |'m
satisfied with his answers that he indicated
that he will be reviewing a panel that was
created in 2007 to review the qualification of
sitting elected judges. He will also be
reviewi ng court diversity. And also, he
indicated to nme that he will be staking out a
cl ear and conci se position on judicial pay
rai ses.

And as a result of that, I will be
working with ny col |l eagues, and especially
Senat or Sanpson, the chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, and Judge Lippman to work on those
refornmns.

Thank you, and congratul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Dil an.

Senat or PerKkins.

SENATOR PERKI NS: Thank you,
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M. Chair.

| want to rise and second the
nom nati on and appreciation for Judge Lippnan,
our next Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals.

But first I want to send some | ove
to my chairman of the Judiciary Commttee for
t he outstandi ng work that he's been doi ng, and
especially in this particular process.

And | daresay | would like to
commend his partner, Senator Maziarz, because
they've worked in a very collegial, bipartisan
way during this process, but even in other
i nstances. But this one especially, because
it was controversi al.

And rat her than sinply conplain
about the broken process and the shortcom ngs
of the process, you took the | eadership to see
what could be done to reformit, to fix it.
And | think that's a very, very inportant
nodel for all of us, in or not in |eadershinp,
to | ook at as we nove forward to address not
just this type of a concern but the budgetary
process and other areas as well.

And to Judge Lippran, | want to
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thank you for your availability as we were
exploring the problens of the process and as
we were | ooking for solutions. And you were
open and frank. You heard criticism \Were
it was appropriate, you accepted it, and where
it was not, you didn't. But at the sane tine,
you offered, | think, a very positive approach
to the concerns that were not only expressed
here but al so were expressed in those nonents
that we had together.

And |I'mvery pleased. For those
who are concerned about the injustice of the
Rockefeller Drug Laws, there is a judge about
to beconme the Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeal s who heard that concern, understands
that it needs corrections, and is prepared to
provi de visible | eadership -- not just a meno
to the parties that are interested, but
actually really | ooking at the problem and
maki ng sure that a change, a difference wl|l
be made.

And that | think is very, very
i mportant for the kind of reformthat all of

us are |looking for, not only with regard to
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the Rockefeller Drug Laws but other areas of
crimnal justice that are inportant to us.

And | think that yes, the process
raised a | ot of concerns, fromthe Governor's
office to the man and worman in the street.

And we need to see how we can continue the
efforts on our part in the Judiciary Commttee
and other areas to bring about that kind of
reform

But | just wanted to make sure that
| lent ny voice to your candi dacy, to what |
believe is going to be an outstandi ng
| eadership in the Court of Appeals, and want
you to know that | and | daresay all of ny
col | eagues are there to be with you.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Perkins.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thank you.

Your concerns about the process of
nmy coll eagues is certainly shared by, | think,
al nrost all of us. And the process, as |

understand it, is in the process of being
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changed.

And so | would like to take these
few nonents to speak about Jonat han Li ppman

And | feel that if we all |oved the
courts under Judith Kaye, we will continue to
| ove the courts under Jonat han Li ppman. There
are no two people who worked nore cl osely
toget her, that shared a simlar phil osophy of
reformof our courts. And | think this is an
amazi ngly good appoi nt nent.

And on a personal |evel, Jonathan
lives in ny district, Judge Lippman lives in
my district and is well-regarded in Rye Brook.
And his famly is.

And this is person that has not
only the intellectual skills, but he also has
excel l ent interpersonal skills and skills of
conpassi on and thoughtfulness. And | think in
this appointnment we are going to see the
finest that we coul d possibly see.

And, Jonathan, |I'mjust very happy,
not only for you but for us too. And | second
t he nom nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
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you, Senator Oppenhei ner.

Senat or Crai g Johnson.

SENATOR CRAI G JOHNSON: Thank you
very much, M. President. | too rise to
support the nom nation of Judge, soon to be
Chi ef Judge Li ppnran.

O course | want to add mnmy kudos to
my very good friend and chai rman of the
Judi ciary Conmittee, John Sanpson.

And maybe |I' m uni que, but |I'm one
of the few lawers that don't sit on the
Judiciary Conmittee. But |'ve had the
opportunity to speak with a nunber of the
menbers through the process, to hear their
concerns as well as their w sdom

I want to add a fewthings. As a
practicing attorney, |I've had the privil ege of
wor ki ng and appearing before a nunber of
judges on the bench. And what |'ve noticed in
my short tenure as an attorney is when
Jonat han Li ppman becane the chi ef
adm nistrative judge for all of the courts in
New York State, justice noved. Justice becane

swi ft.
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It was a probl emthat nunerous
practitioners -- it was widely known, the
backl ogs on the civil side. And quite
frankly, with a little bit of an iron fist,
but a deft touch, Jonathan Lippnan inproved
the New York State court system

But | think what's very inportant
to nmy colleagues, | urge you, take a nonent to
|l ook at a resune that is not sinply one page,
but it's a resunme of acconplishnent and
denonstrates the superior legal mnd that we
are getting in Jonathan Li ppman as the Chief
Judge for the Court of Appeals.

And you have a difficult chore
ahead of you. You are succeeding a great
chief judge in Judith Kaye, and it goes on
fromthere. And we could talk about the
acconpl i shnents, but | am confident that you
are going put your own inprint on the Court of
Appeals -- a Court of Appeals that in recent
years has seen a little bit of division in
ternms of phil osophies and needs to be the
strong Court of Appeals that it once was.

And | am confident that you wll
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bring that. And |I'm confident that when
plaintiffs and defendants, prosecutors and
def enders cone before you on issues, they wll
get a fair and inpartial hearing and the
deci sion that you render or help craft will be
one of wi sdom and one of fairness.

So | congratul ate you today. |It's
an honor well-deserved. | think all of
New York's residents should | ook forward and
shoul d have the confidence that when they
appear before you, if they have to appear
before you -- and hopefully they don't have to
appear before you -- that they will have a
wi se Chief Judge to make their argunents to.

| congratulate you, | wi sh you the
best of | uck.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Johnson.

Senat or Squadr on.

SENATOR SQUADRON: Thank you very
much, M. President. | also rise in support
of the nom nation of Chief Judge Jonat han

Li ppran.
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We know and | think we've heard a
| ot today about how inportant it is that the
scales of justice are fair. But of course
it's also very inportant that the scal es of
justice work.

And Chi ef Judge Nom nee Lippnan's
career in the judiciary in this state, really
maki ng sure that it works, that our state
judiciary works, is so inmportant and so
wel come in the position of Chief Judge. It
|l eads to all of the issues we've tal ked about
today, whether it's increasing justice by
reform ng how we deal with the Rockefeller
Drug Laws or increasing access for those who
are nost in need to our court system O
maki ng the process that we all go through of
jury duty easier so that the civic engagenent
of it is effective.

And your background on the courts
is sonething that | think will be wel cone
across the state. But of course there's
anot her background that you have that | want
to rise and nention, which is on the Lower

East Side of Manhattan, which is where you
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come fromand what | represent.

And so many of us in this room and
across this country started on the Lower East
Side; if not personally, our famlies did. M
grandf at her did, you did personally. And when
you | ook at these sanme issues, when you | ook
at questions of equity, questions of justice,
guestions of diversity, which has been such a
subject -- for good reason -- today, the Lower
East Side of Manhattan is the best place to
find those issues.

And | am confident that with your
background there, your history of comng from
the place where the nelting pot nelts, from
around the world and then goes forth to the
rest of the country, that your focus on the
courts and as Chief Judge will help to push
for those goals of diversity, of equity, of
justice.

And | do, before I sit, just want
to al so congratul ate Senator Sanpson for
having really brought these issues to the fore
at the sanme tine that he noved you forward, so

that we can both have a Chief Judge with al
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of these skills and al so nake sure that these
i ssues which have been rai sed today and so
often do not get lost in the shuffle.

So | look forward to working with
you. And it is another -- it's a good day for
the State of New York and, as so many days
are, a good day for the Lower East Side of
Manhat t an.

Thank you very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Squadron.

Senat or Sanpson.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you very
much.

In closing, | want to thank all ny
col | eagues, especially those who spoke on this
nom nati on.

And, Senator Sqguadron, as you said,
the judge conmes fromthe Lower East Side in
your district. But what | can say is you have
a kid from Brookl yn who, along with the
gentl eman fromthe Lower East Side, is not
going to only nake change with respect to

rhetoric, but we're going to go from hope to

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N B O © W ~N O O M W N B O

625

reform ng this system

So, Judge Lippman, | want to

commend you. And you heard ny col | eagues.

You know, we don't want to be in the m nor

| eagues no nore. W want to be in the mgjor

| eagues. We don't want |ip service as to

i nclusion, because we want to be included. W
want to be at the table when decisions are
bei ng made.

But nost of all, as Senator Adans
said, there is a hole in the blindfold of Lady
Justice. And | want to make sure your
commtrment as well as nmy conmtnent is making
sure that we change that blindfold and we make
sure that the scales of justice are bal anced.
Because tinme and tinme again throughout
communi ties throughout the State of New York,
justice is not bal anced.

And this is what | tal ked about
when chal | engi ng t he whol e sel ection process.
It's about restoring the faith, the trust, and
the confidence in the judicial system And
that's what it's all about.

You know, justice is supposed to be
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color-blind, but a lot of times it's not. And
that is the reality of the day. And that is
the reality of the people on the streets -- in
Br ookl yn, Bedford- Stuyvesant, East New York,
Brownsvill e -- because we experience it on a
day-to-day basis.

So, Your Honor, | want to conmend
you on being very frank, being very
forthright, on listening to us but also
i npl enenting, as you're saying, certain
resolutions. W're a body that we're not
concerned about rhetoric or words, because
they are neaningless to us. W want to see
action. And we don't want to see action a
year fromnow, two years fromnow Action
needs to take place as soon as you are sworn
in and your confirmation is done here today.

That's what we're about. W're
about an active body. W're not a
dysfunctional body, we're a body concerned
about the issues and concerns of the people in
the State of New York, from Brooklyn all the
way to Buffalo.

So, Your Honor, | want to commend
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you but nost of all comrend your famly on the
journey that you have taken.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Sanpson.

Senat or Libous, to close for the
Mnority.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to support this nom nee and
this nomination. | have known Judge Li ppnan
for a nunber of years and have had the
pl easure of working with himon a nunber of
very inportant issues as they pertain to the
citizens of the State of New York.

And as many of ny col | eagues have
nmenti oned, there at least in ny opinion is not
a nore qualified individual, or | would say he
is extremely qualified for this chief justice
position.

But | want to speak on behal f of
those New Yorkers today -- many of ny
col | eagues got up as attorneys and tal ked

about the | egal process and their experiences
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wi th Judge Lippnan. But | want to speak on
behal f of probably some 19 mllion New Yorkers
who are not attorneys. And on behalf of al
of them | want to say that the Governor has
pi cked a nman who i s conpassi onate, soneone who
is a good person, he is kind, he is snart.
But as | said before, he is extrenely
qual i fi ed.

I amvery pl eased that Jonat han
Li ppran wi Il soon be our Chief Judge on the
Court of Appeals.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Libous.

Senator Smith, to close for the
Maj ority.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise to second the nomi nation, to
support the nom nation of Justice Lippman.
But | also want to give a trenmendous anmount of
respect and credit to our chair of Judiciary,
Senat or John Sanpson.

You had to deal with a matter that

required you to address your persona
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concerns, your concerns on behal f of

19.5 mllion people in this state, concerns of
ot her | egal schol ars throughout the state as
well as this body of nmenbers. And you did it
with trenendous respect, you did it with the
type of honor and dignity that | think nost of
our coll eagues were able to recogni ze that you
have set the bar higher for chairs.

And | want to tell you nyself the
respect that | have for you and how you had to
deal with this matter, which I know was
sensitive to sone nmenbers as relates to the
process, as relates to the sel ection process,
having nothing to do with the candidate. And
you did a trenendous job under difficult
ci rcunstances at a tinme when change is in the
air, and that's what is present for everyone.

So | want to go on record as saying
that | appreciate the difficult situation you
were in, | appreciate what you have done, and
I would hope all of our colleagues respect you
as well as your deputy or your ranker, Senator
Maziarz, as well. To both of you, you did a

tremendous job, and | thank you on behal f of
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the State of New York.

Judge Li ppnan, Any, Lindsay,

Russell -- to the law firm of Lippman,
Li ppran, Lipprman and Li ppman -- this is a
proud day for you. |It's a proud day for your

chi l dhood friend, Sheldon Silver, who I know,
while he is not here on the floor, he is
wat chi ng the proceedi ngs, saying, "Hurry up,
guys, get this over with so | can smle."

But I will tell you, I've had the
experience of knowi ng Justice Lippman when
was ranker on Judiciary. And aside fromhis
obvi ous schol arship as relates to the | ega
prof essi on, what he has done for the Famly
Court, which is very inportant for
constituents, in particular black and H spanic
constituents, who that Fam |y Court at one
point was like a factory -- and | use that
word very guardedly.

And he knows what had to be done to
make that system at |east give the dignity and
respect to individuals who are goi ng through
very difficult tinmes. Famly Court is a very

difficult, pressing matter that weighs on the
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heart. And what he did with that systemto
show and al l ow dignity and respect for people
goi ng through difficult times, |I'm hoping that
beconmes a national nodel. And so ny hat is
off to you for that.

This is a good day for us,
col | eagues. You know, we have three branches
of governnment. W have the executive branch,
we have the | egislative branch, and we have
the judicial branch. And while they are in
separate places, they work together for the
good of the people of this state, neaning that
we get el ected because we believe the 300, 000
peopl e that we represent believe in us, and so
we try to do the best that we can.

The Governor gets el ected, al ong
with the Lieutenant Governor and the
Conmptroller and the Attorney General, and they
have a job to do. And now today we have
nom nated and will be electing Justice Lippman
to be the Chief Judge in the highest court of
the State of New York, and he will do as we
expect to do in ternms of representing the

people of this state.
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So, Judge, this is a good day.
Your famly, | know -- Any, it's good to see
you resting. Good to see you. And | will be
forever grateful to each and every one of you
for allowing Justice Lippman to put the tine
that he's put in.

It's not easy, just like it's not
easy for any of us. Qur fanmlies suffer a
great deal because of the absence of that
i ndi vidual . And when he cones hone, he's
wearing that day. And | know soneti mes you
have to allow himthat space, which is not
al wvays easy. And nany people don't get that.
But as elected officials, one who is
constantly having the public on our m nd,
deci sions on our mnd, | know how that weighs
on you and the rest of the famly.

So we appreciate the fact that you
have allowed himto take this position. And
we woul d hope that as the future presents
itself to us that there will be other
i ndi vi dual s who have an opportunity, just as
Jonat han Li ppman, to rise thenselves up to

that place as the highest court in the state.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N B O © W ~N O O M W N B O

633

So ny hat is off to you and the
famly. God bless you. W wll continue to
pray for you as you nove forward in this
position.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Smth.

The question at this tine before
this Senate is on the notion to confirmthe
nom nati on of Jonat han Li ppman as Chi ef Judge
of the Court of Appeals. Al those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
notion carries. The nom nation of Jonathan
Li ppran as Chi ef Judge of the Court of Appeals
i s hereby confirned.

(Lengt hy standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Judge
Li ppran is joined in the gallery today by his

wi fe, Amy; his son, Russell; his daughter,
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Li ndsay. Congratul ations and all best w shes.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, |
bel i eve Senator Aubertine has a resolution at
the desk. | ask that the resolution be read
inits entirety and nove for its imredi ate
adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: we' ||
do that in just a nonment, Senator Klein.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Now we' re on notions and
resol utions.

Senat or Aubertine, the Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Aubertine, Legislative Resolution Nunmber 371,
urging the New York State Congressiona
del egation to support the United States dairy
econony in this tinme of inpending crisis.

"WHEREAS, The dairy industry is a
keyst one i ndustry which not only supports

rural conmmunities but enhances ot her sectors
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of agriculture, providing open space for
recreation, sportsnen and wonen, and tourism
and

"WHEREAS, The dairy industry
provi des an econom c i npact of an estinmated
$14, 000 per cow per year, primarily in the
| ocal econony; and

"WHEREAS, The |ack of stable
prices, concentration of processing and
capacity, outdated regul ati ons and | abor
shortages are creating a crisis in the
i ndustry; and

"WHEREAS, A significant |oss of
capacity woul d create a dependence on i nported
m |k and other dairy products and reduce our
nation's food security; and

"WHEREAS, The 2008 Farm Bi |
creates a review process for federal mlk
mar ket i ng orders; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
joins the state agricultural and rural |eaders
i n acknow edgi ng the inportance of the dairy
i ndustry nationw de, as well as the uni que

aspects of the dairy industry regi on by
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region, by funding and inplenmenting the
federal m |k marketing order study as outlined
in the 2008 FarmBill, with regiona
representation from producers, processors, and
state policynakers; inplenentation of fair
tariffs on inported dairy solids; setting
regional prices to reflect accurately and
realistically the cost of production; and
addressing the problens of | abor shortages
within the dairy industry by providing nore
opportunity for training and education as well
as a fair and sensi bl e approach to inported
| abor; now, therefore, be it

"RESOLVED, That the New York State
Congr essi onal del egation be and hereby is
respectfully nmenorialized by this Legislative
Body to support the United States dairy
econony in this tinme of inpending crisis; and
be it further

"RESOLVED, That this resolution,
suitably engrossed, be transmtted to each
menber of the Congressional del egation from
the State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
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Senat or Auberti ne.

SENATOR AUBERTI NE: Thank you,
M. President. Briefly on the resolution.

This resolution was first drafted
several weeks ago at the Council on State
Governments' Agricultural Chairs Summit. And
what that nmeans is that agricultural chairs
fromall across the country had the
opportunity to review and |l ook at this
resolution and support it. It was supported
unani nously there, and | would certainly hope
that we could get all the support we can here
for this resolution.

It is inportant. | think all too
often agriculture is not given the status that
it should be given. | think that all too
often people | ook at places |like Wall Street,
they |l ook at the LME, they |ook at Toronto
St ock Exchange, they | ook at exchanges, the
CME, and they | ook at that as places where
wealth is created. It is not. Walth changes
hands there, but wealth is created in places
i ke farmns.

And | think it's inmportant that as
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we | ook at the dairy industry today -- and
we' ve seen crisis after crisis in the past,
nost noticeably in 2006, when nationally and
wor | dwi de the dairy industry as a whol e was
probably in one of the worst financial crises
that it's ever been in.

But this year presents, | believe,
even nore issues for the dairy industry, and
probably a worse financial state for that
i ndustry.

So with that, M. President, |
woul d ask that everyone present support this
resolution. It's inmportant not only for the
dairy industry but for the state as whol e.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Auberti ne.

Senat or Young.

SENATOR YOUNG Thank you
M. President.

I"mproud to say that in the past
few years the New York State Senate has |ed
the charge on behalf of the dairy industry
right here in New York State. W started the

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N B O © W ~N O O M W N B O

639

Center for Dairy Excellence, we started the
Farm Viability Institute. W've strongly
supported Cornell University mlk prograns.

And Senator Aubertine references
2006, and that's when the State Senate |ed the
charge to establish the Dairy Assistance
Program which invested $30 mllion into our
famly dairy farms in New York State.

But so nmuch really rests in the
hands of the federal governnent. W do as
much as we can in Al bany -- and we have done
that -- for the dairy industry. But really in
Washi ngton it's where the decisions are made
that make a difference as to how farners are
able to make a profit or not. And I'm
speaking of the mlk price and how that is set
i n Washi ngt on.

Qur dairy farmers desperately need
help right now MIKk prices have reached
dangerous | ows, and they are facing rising
costs with inflationary prices on feed, fuel,
fertilizer, and so on. And so it's incunbent
on us to raise our voices.

I want to commend Senat or Aubertine
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for putting in this resolution. And we need
to continue to work together with our
col | eagues in Washington so that they're
maki ng the right choices for the dairy
i ndustry, because it is an econom c engi ne
right here in New York State. So | would urge
everyone to get on this resolution.

And again | thank you, Senator
Aubertine, for putting this in.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: Thank
you, Senator Young.

The question is on the resol ution.

Al'l those in favor please signify by saying

aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

At the request of the sponsor, the
resolution is open for multisponsorship by the
entire house. Any nenber w shing not to

cosponsor this resolution should informthe
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desk.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There
I S none.

SENATOR KLEI N: | just want to
make one brief announcement, M. President.
| medi ately after session, there will be a
Banki ng Comm ttee neeting in Room 124.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY:

Banki ng Comm ttee neeting in Room 124
i medi ately follow ng the cl ose of session.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: M. President,
there being no further business, | nove we
adj ourn until Mnday, February 23th, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days to be |legislative
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT VALESKY: There
bei ng no further business to cone before the
Senate, on notion, the Senate stands adjourned
until Monday, February 23rd, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days to be |egislative days.
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(Wher eupon, at 12:43 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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