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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask everyone present to rise and
repeat with me the Pl edge of Allegiance to the
Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
i nvocation today will be given by Rabbi Carl os
C. Huerta, who's the chaplain of the United
States Corps of Cadets at West Point.

RABBI HUERTA: Let us pray.

Fat her, we have cone to this sacred
institution to honor the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at Wst Point. W have cone
to celebrate the lives and contri butions of
the nen and wonen of the Acadeny, Anerica's
sons and daughters who have stepped forward to
defend our nation's freedom

But just as the struggle for
freedomis net with the force of arns on
foreign battlefields by nen and wonen of
character who enbody the words of "duty,

honor, country," so nust the battle of freedom
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also be net with the forces of wit and wi sdom
in the halls of |egislatures such as these, by
men and worren of equal character who enbody
the words "W, the people.”

Forty years ago this day we cane
together to nmourn as a nation as we buried one
of our greatest warriors of freedom a
dreamer, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

As we stand here today to honor the
United States MIlitary Acadeny, may we here --
sol diers statesnen, citizens -- resolve that
we as a state, that we as a nation will take
the baton of the fallen dreaner forward, that
we as the people will stand together to rid
our land fromthe pestilence of pettiness, the
pl ague of hate and discrimnation, and the
destructive force of bigotry and apathy, that
as we heed the words of Jesus and take care of
the | east of these, our brothers, the |light of
our righteousness will shine forth and
illum nate the worl d.

May these two sacred institutions,
one that represents the Anerican sol dier and
one that represents our sacred system of |aw,

take on the dreamof Dr. King so that we'll be
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able to stand to speed up that day when all of
God's children -- black nmen, white nen, Jew,
Christian, Muslim people of all colors and
all faiths -- will be able to hold hands and
sing, in the words of the old spiritual, "Free
at last, free at last, thank God Al m ghty,
we're free at last."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Rabbi Huerta.

The readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Tuesday, April 8, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, April 7,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from

state of ficers.
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Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe we have a resolution at the desk,
5153, by Senator Larkin. | would ask that it
be read in its entirety and nove for its

i mredi at e adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Larkin, Legislative Resolution Nunber 5153,
menori al i zing Governor David A Paterson to
proclaimApril 9, 2008, as West Point Day in
New York State.

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to cel ebrate the establishnment of
the United States MIlitary Acadeny at West
Point and to call upon Governor David A
Pat erson to proclaimApril 9, 2008, as
West Point Day in the State of New York; and

"WHEREAS, By an act of Congress, on
March 16, 1802, the United States Mlitary
Acadeny was established within the borders of
New York State on the banks of the Hudson

R ver; and
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"WHEREAS, The Acadeny and its
graduates are an integral part of the proud
hi story of this state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, The | eadership and
sacrifices of the nmenbers of the Long G ay
Li ne have hel ped this country w thstand
countl ess threats to our cherished denocratic
way of life; and

"WHEREAS, The al ummi have excel |l ed
not only on the battlefield but in many fields
of endeavor; and

"WHEREAS, The Acadeny continues to
provi de our country with able and dedi cated
future | eaders; and

"WHEREAS, Its scenic canpus is a
necca each year for thousands of visitors from
across our state, continent and ot her
countries; and

"WHEREAS, The United States
Mlitary Acadeny is in the forefront of our
state's outstanding institutions of higher
| earni ng; and

"WHEREAS, Fifty-six years ago, the
| ate James T. McNamara, then a nenber of the

New York State Assenbly, and a nenber of the
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Acadeny's Cl ass of 1939, was the author of the
State Legislature's first 'West Point Day'
resol uti on; and

"WHEREAS, For decades, our nation
has enjoyed the | egacy of freedom and the
United States MIlitary Acadeny at West Point
has played a vitally significant role in the
mai nt enance of peace and freedom and

"WHEREAS, The nenbers of this
Legi sl ative Body are proud to commenorate this
event, marking April 9, 2008, as Wst Point
Day in New York State; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to cel ebrate
the establishment of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point and to
menorialize Governor David A Paterson to
proclaimApril 9, 2008, as West Point Day in
New York State; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to The Honorabl e David A. Paterson, Governor
of the State of New York."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Al in

favor of the resolution please signify by
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sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
President, colleagues, cadets and Brigadier
General Patrick Finnegan.

We add our voice of welcone to al
of you here and al so wel come our County
Executive, Mchael Breslin, who was a West
Poi nt graduate in '61, | believe, with his
di sti ngui shed brother serving in the Senate
here on ny left, Senator Neil Breslin.

This is a very special day,
General -- and for your first captain, Jason
Crabtree, who |I believe is from Ki ngston,
Washi ngton -- where you | ead the del egation
fromWst Point. Wst Point that represents,
for the entire world, a steeple, a beacon of
freedom where young nen and woren for
centuries -- | believe it's the ol dest
mlitary institution in the nation -- attend.

The CGeneral, having graduated in

'71, having gone on through Harvard Busi ness
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and getting a naster's in business

adm nistration, in public admnistration, is
truly a credit, decorated in so many ways for
his val or and his | eadershi p. Appointed by
the President, serves at the pleasure of the
Presi dent .

Every one of these individuals, the
cadets representing everyone in that great
institution, each one being sel ected because
they really are outstanding in so nany
different ways. Wth your ability to
communi cate, your athletic ability to do the
ki nds of things that you do, the intellect
that hel ps you put together everything that
you have to put together to qualify and to
succeed.

The nost inportant thing, in these
times of crisis in the whole world, where nen
and worren are serving and dying -- and Rabbi,
thank you for that beautiful prayer. You said
it right, we are free. And we are free
because young nen and wonen step up in
| eadership positions, put their lives on the
line without any thought of anything other

than doing the right thing for thensel ves,
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serving in valor and distinction for their
famlies and for every person in the United
States and in the free world.

Your fam lies, everyone that knows
you, they're proud of you, proud of what you
do and how you do it. And | know that you
woul d feel a tremendous sense of pride that
you are separated fromyour peers with the
di stinction of being a cadet at Wst Point,
the United States MIlitary Acadeny, the best
in the world.

Qur Senator Little, her son serves
as a conmander in the Navy, the Navy Air,
flying I don't know how many in and out of
I rag, Afghani stan; now stationed in Japan.

When you go on with your I|ives,
you' |l never know where the future will take
you, but you will know that you have started
in your life and where you are now, that you
are special, that you are doi ng speci al
things, that you are | ooked upon as
acconpl i shed and speci al at your tender ages.

So it's an honor, representing the
conference. And we have a colonel here in

Senator Larkin who represents that area, with
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ot hers, in making sure that everything and
anyt hing that can be done is done to respect
and honor what you do and how you do it.

Madam Presi dent, by way of
schedul es, we are going to -- this is the nost
i mportant thing that we will be doing this
norning. W are going to recess after this
event and this cerenony, and then you're al
invited to a reception here to honor the
cadets and their officers and | eadership.

W will reconvene in session at
1:00. And we have the last of the nmjor
budget bills to pass this afternoon so the
19 million people of this state will have a
budget in place that they need in order to
enjoy a quality of life.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Bruno.

Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you, Madam
President. Thank you, Senator Bruno.

You all know, if you haven't met
himyet, Senator Bruno's shy brother is

sitting down there, Colonel Dan Bruno. Notre

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1317

Dane graduate, though, you know.
You know, what an honor it is to

stand before you and tal k about West Point. |

live on the road to West Point, on 218. |'ve
seen things cone and go. |'ve had a distinct
privilege, having served 23 years -- at one

time in the sane unit with Senator Bruno. He
was a gallant first sergeant in the 35th
Infantry Regi nent of Tropical Lightning,
better known as the 25th Infantry, while | was
honored to serve in the Wl fhounds, the 27th.
W showed them Joe.

You know, General Finnegan, it's an
honor to be here with the cadets. You know,
when you get to be ny age, you start to | ook
back at your past and what you think about at
West Point. W've had two presidents went to
West Point. W have had the first to walk in
space, West Point. W' ve had nunerous Meda
of Honor winners. W've had scientists.

W' ve had everything that you could think
about canme out of West Point. And the three
words, "duty, honor, and country" were
enbel | i shed on everything that was done by

t hese cadets.
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You know, sonebody said to ne the
other day, | was in the Panama Canal. | said
no, | wasn't, but a nmenber of West Point was
the architect for it.

We just had, two days ago, a Navy
Seal presented with the Medal of Honor. My
recollection is there are 80 Medal of Honor
reci pi ents who graduated from Wst Point.
There are 82 Rhodes Schol ars and three Hei sman
Trophy wi nners. You know, sonmeone doesn't
appreciate it, Ceneral, but | do. | know
school s that don't have any.

But let's | ook at what we're
tal ki ng about. W have a | eader here with us
t oday, Ceneral Finnegan, who's the academc
dean. You know, those of you in your own
col | eges, you know who the provost was and who
the dean was. But this academ c dean doesn't
get appointed by friends and rel atives, he
gets appointed by the President.

It's a tenure. |It's a tough job.
It's a tough job because your commitnent --
General Swezey's looking at him He's
renenberi ng the days he was there, Pat -- what

happens? The gui dance, the father of al
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cadets. Because it's his job to ensure that
these cadets are not just academ cally
prepared but they are everything prepared for
the day they graduate and go on to sonething
new.

W | ook at what we have here today,
the cadets here today. They're from around
Anerica. Wien | first heard Cadet Crabtree
was conming and it said Kingston, | thought,
man, that's great, just down the road here.
But then it has to say the State of
Washi ngton. W may convert you yet.

You know, General Finnegan, you
know, we | ook at some people with awards and
decorations. |'mproud to wear them today
because the new Arny regulation, if |I'm
correct, General, said when you're having
events including the mlitary, you do it.

I"malso proud to have someone from
nmy district here honored. She was one of the
starlets of what is called the Qdyssey of the
Mnd. And | thank you. And | attended nore
t han one of those neetings. Thank you very,
very much. Cornwall won themall, and she was

the | eader, just |ike she is at West Point.
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Thank you.

You know, | think it's nost
i nportant that we identify these cadets. And
I would ask that when we identify you, please
stand up. Because there are people here on
both sides of the aisle -- this is not a
di vided aisle today, this is an aisle that
comes together in appreciation for what you
stand for.

And, first, Cadet Jason Crabtree,
from Ki ngston, the State of Washi ngton, First
Captain. Thank you very nuch

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet Tom Jebb
from Ti conder oga.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet WIIiam
Kennedy, from Hicksville.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet Wit ney
Mar x, from Janesville.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet Dani el
McGrat h, from Bet hpage.

(Appl ause.)
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SENATOR LARKI N: Now, | hope |
don't get this wong; they did this
phonetically for me. It says Cadet Hemanth
Nal not hu, from Baysi de.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet M chelle
Shin, from G eat Neck.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet Benjamn
Syl vester, from Poughkeepsi e.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet Jacquel i ne
Uhorchak, from Hi ghland M1 s.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR LARKI N: She al so went to
school with ny nephew -- | nean ny grandson,
excuse ne.

UNI DENTI FI ED SENATOR: It's tough

at your age.
SENATOR LARKI N: Be nice now.
Cadet Brian Wal sh, from O angeburg.
(Appl ause.)
SENATOR LARKI N: Cadet Bovey Zhu,

fromStornville.

(Appl ause.)
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SENATOR LARKI N: Now, you know,
we' ve given each one of thema round of
appl ause. They're the pride and joy of
Aneri ca.

If you ever get the opportunity to
sit on an Acadeny Revi ew Board, you should do
it, because you'll neet the finest and the
best com ng to the boards. And you start to
realize that sonetines there's 15,000, 20,000
appl i cants across Anmerica, and you have to be
a partner in reducing that to the allocation.

There's 4,000 nenbers of the Corps
today. Gaduation will be in May. And when
you think about life, think about the
firsties. For those of you don't understand
it, that neans seniors. That's the day when
they break the knot, toss the hat in the air,
and nmove on. And nost of themw Il go to
pl aces that they will be in harm s way.

They understand the m ssion. The
mssion is terrorismand what we have to do
with it. They have a super nentor, C ass of
1974, Ceneral Petraeus, who's from Cornwal |,
New York. An honorable, dedicated, commtted
Aneri can.
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And when we start to | ook about
this, we start to think about how fortunate we
are as Anericans to have people |ike Senator
Breslin's brother, highly decorated conbat
veteran, Vietnam Very decorated. And
everyone here.

But what we need to do is to start
to remenber that these are people who work in
our comunities. In a couple of nonths we
wi |l have our A ynpics, Special Q ynpics,
where you will see parents fromthe Hudson
Valley with their children. And you will see
t he engagenent by the cadets, from plebes to
firsties, and how they engage with these
people. The cadets also do a |ot of work in
our conmunities.

And, you know, let's not forget
what the community otherw se benefits fromit.
Four thousand cadets, that spends a | ot of
dough in your conmunity. The goods that are
brought there, the staff and faculty that |ive
there. West Point is a conmunity of close to
10, 000 people, and they're very positive in
what they do for the econony.

| just think that we're | ooking at
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a bedrock of dedicated human bei ngs. You
know, when | ook in the eyes of the cadets
and think of what they're going to be, | think
of ny 23 years. | never net a nenber of the
Long Gray Line that | was ashanmed of. | never
nmet a man or wonman fromthe Long Gray Line
that | wasn't proud to serve with, be it a

peer, subordi nate, superior, because they

al wvays had those three words: "Duty, honor
and country.” And as long as we've got them
this nation will go.

I"mproud that | represent West
Point. A little enotional. But when | hear
peopl e downgrade our mlitary, be
di srespectful, it hurts. Because you have
volunteered for this. You have said "I want
to make a difference in ny country, and | want
to be here.” Wether you're in the infantry,
engi neers, signal, aviation, whatever -- every
pi ece of that pie cones together, and it comnes
t oget her because you have nade a conmmt nent.

You didn't go to West Point so you
could avoid the draft. You didn't go to West
Poi nt because you thought it would be cheaper.

You didn't go to West Point because you knew

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1325

you couldn't go out in your plebe gear on
Friday nights. You went to West Point because
you wanted to be a part of that great
institution.

Ladi es and gentl enen, the Corps of
Cadet s.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Larkin.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you
Senat or Larkin, very, very nuch

And with the indul gence of the
conference, we're going to ask, Madam
President, for unani nous consent to ask
General Finnegan if he woul d approach the
rostrum and address the Senators and the
peopl e assenbl ed here.

Thank you, Ceneral.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Bruno.

General Fi nnegan.

GENERAL FI NNEGAN: Senat or Bruno,
Senat or Larkin and menbers of this

di sti ngui shed Senate, thank you for having us
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up here again. The Acadeny al ways appreci ates
West Point Day in Al bany.

| bring you greetings from our
superi ntendent, Lieutenant General "Buster"
Hagenbeck, who has a special connection to
New Yor K.

| have a connection as well. |'m
not only a West Point graduate, so | spent
four years at West Point back in the 1960s and
early '70s, but I've been at West Poi nt now,
back at West Point for about a decade, so |'ve
spent 10 nore years in New York

But ny dad was from New Jersey --
have to admit that -- but a strong New York
Yankees fan. So ny five brothers and ne are
all lifelong Yankee fans, a heritage fromny
fat her.

My youngest grandson, Connor,
age 2, was born in Peekskill, New York. And
he and his nom and dad and brother now live in
H ghl and Fal |l s.

But ny strongest connection to
New York is a girl named Joan, who was born in
Br ookl yn, grew up in Westbury, Long Island,

went to nursing school in Syracuse, and whom I
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net when | was a yearling, a sophonore at
West Point, in 1968.

I'd gone to high school in
Baltinore, so | was a Baltinore Colts fan.

She was a New York Jets fan, and she never |et
me forget, in January 1969, the results of
Super Bowl 111.

But she and | have been married for
al nrost 37 years now, and |'m happy to bring
her back to New York.

The Arny has a strong presence in
New York and greatly appreciates the
t remendous support provided by the
Legi slature, the towns and communities, and
the fam lies that support our nmission in so
many ways, to include mlitary service.

Last year the Arny needed to put
107,000 people in uniformto neet its goals in
the active Arny and Reserves, and New York
continues to answer the call to duty. More
t han 3800 New Yorkers enlisted in the regul ar
Arny, and over 1300 enlisted in the Reserves.

There are two ngjor mlitary
installations in New York, Fort Drum and West

Poi nt. And our superintendent, Genera
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Hagenbeck, has had the privilege to comand
both. Right now there are nearly 17,000

sol diers stationed at Fort Drum although many
of themare currently far from home, depl oyed
in harmis way. And along with those sol diers,
there are about 15,000 fam |y nenbers at Fort
Drum

On behalf of all those who clinb to
glory as part of the 10th Mountain D vision
team and community, thank you for the support
you' ve provi ded and the support you'l
continue to provide.

West Point is a slightly smaller
mlitary installation, about 4,000 mlitary
personnel and fam |y nmenbers. But our m ssion
is large. W produce | eaders of character for
our Arny and our great nation. And the
Acadeny coul d not acconplish this w thout the
conti nued support of the New York Legislature
and the surroundi ng communi ti es outside our
gat es.

W work hard to be good nei ghbors
and partners. And today Senator Bruno and |
signed the Arny Community Covenant. It's

desi gned to devel op and foster effective state
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and comunity partnerships with the Arny in
improving the quality of life for soldiers and
their famlies. It recognizes the strength of
soldiers and famlies and the support of the
comunity.

This is a great initiative
countryw de, but here in New York you have
been | ongti ne supporters of Wst Point, and
the Arny Community Covenant signing in Al bany
is a great formal recognition of that support.
And we are, today -- this was the first
signing of the Arny Community Covenant
nati onwi de, so you are the first.

W have these cadets from New YorKk.
There are 414 cadets from New York, including
78 wonen. That represents nore than
10 percent of the Corps of Cadets. And today,
al ong with Cadet Jason Crabtree, the First
Captain for the Corps of Cadets -- who, by the
way, i s one of those 82 Rhodes Schol ars that
Senator Larkin nentioned -- we've traveled to
Al bany with those cadets from across the
Enpire State.

I"m proud of all these young nen

and worren as well as all those who have signed
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up to serve while our country is at war. And
anong these cadets who are here are NCAA

athl etes, club sport athletes, national

chanpi ons, Dean's List students, cadet

| eadership, first generation Americans
benefitting from opportunities provided by
this great nation, those with strong famly
ties to the Acadeny and the mlitary, with
relatives who are currently serving in support
of the G obal War on Terror

Al'l are future |eaders of this
country. | know that you're also proud of
them and we couldn't do it wthout you.

You know, | eaders are made and
devel oped, not born. And that's what we do at
West Point. W challenge them every day,
physically and intellectually, to achieve
excellence. W instill those virtues of duty,
honor, and country to produce | eaders of
character for our soldiers, for our Arny and
for our nation. W bring in the best and
bri ghtest from New York and those other states
and develop |leaders. And let nme tell you just
about a couple of them

Li eut enant Bryan Jackson, West
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Poi nt Cl ass of 2005, |ast May was awarded the
Di stingui shed Service Cross for his actions in
Irag. He earned that award as a second
lieutenant. 1t's the second-hi ghest award,
second only to the Medal of Honor. And he's
only the second individual ever awarded that
in the dobal War on Terror

Bryan Jackson is a field artillery
of ficer assigned to an infantry unit. Wen an
infantry platoon came under heavy attack, he
responded with his conmpany commander and first
sergeant and a relief elenent to go help them

When they arrived at the site, they
wer e taken under an anbush, heavy machi ne gun
fire, and all of them were wounded, i ncl uding
Bryan, who was shot and wounded in the hip,
| ost consciousness briefly, regained
consci ousness and returned fire, protecting
hi s wounded conr ades.

He was wounded again, shot in the
hand, again briefly | ost consci ousness but
continued to fire, continued to protect his
fellow soldiers. He refused nedica
evacuation until the others were evacuat ed.

And in fact, he personally carried the first
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sergeant to safety.

Bryan was one of ny students when
he was a cadet at West Point, and so | was
honored to attend the cerenony in the Pentagon
when Secretary Geren awarded himthe
Di stingui shed Service Cross. But what was
even nore neani ngful was that the conpany
commander and first sergeant were there at the
cerenony because of Bryan's actions.

Let ne tell you about another
reason -- the reason |I'mproud to be at West
Point is because of cadets, to be associated
with them 1'Il tell you a story.

On Good Friday |last year, we got a
call fromthe Pentagon. They said, "Admira
WI wants to conme visit you tonmorrow. " Admiral
Wi is the top-ranking admral in the Chinese
Navy. You ought to kind of like his title,
though. He's the Chief of Naval Operations
for the People's Liberation Arny (Navy).

He wanted to come visit us. W
said, "Wiy doesn't he go to Annapolis?" They
said, "He's already been to Annapolis. He
wants to come to West Point."

So Admiral Wi and si x ot her Chinese

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1333

admrals were conming to visit us the next day,
on short notice. W weren't sure what exactly
we were going to do with them but we had four
cadets who had spent a senester abroad in
China. W asked themto be our interpreters
and translators. W had |unch with them and
then the plan was to take Admral Wi and his
entourage on a historical tour of Wst Point.
We thought this is a great historical place,
we'll do this.

We finished the Iunch, we trooped
out, we got on the bus, we sat there on the
bus. W had a professor fromour history
departnment ready to give thema tour. And
Admral Wi turned to nme, through his
interpreter, and said: "W just want you to
know we don't care a thing about history."

(Laughter.)

GENERAL FI NNEGAN: "All we want
to do is see cadets.”

So | said to our history professor,
"Your work here is done, you can sit down."

W took himover to see sone
cadets. And then we had a little bit of tine

|l eft, we had no particular idea of where we

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1334

were going to go because our plan had gone out
the wi ndow. W said, "Wy don't we take you
over to our gym Arvin Gymmasium and we can
show you what the cadets do there. There's
SWi nm ng courses, there are indoor obstacle
course tests.” And he said sure.

So we had our four cadets speaking
to themin Chinese, trying to explain to them
this i ndoor obstacle course test that every
cadet does. We went into the gym and there
are clinbing ropes that hang fromthe ceiling
of the gym

And Admiral Wi turned to one of our
cadets, who was dressed |ike they are today,
in their dress gray, and said: "Can you clinb
the rope?" And he did, to the top of the rope
and down. And Admiral Wi said: "Ch, yeah
but you used your hands and your feet."

Vell, there were three other cadets
who happened to be in the gymthat day. They
had no i dea we were conmi ng, because we had no
idea we were coming there. And | went over to
the three of them out of earshot of Admiral
Wi, and said: "W're trying to explain to

Adm ral Wi, People's Chinese Liberation Arny
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(Navy) about the indoor obstacle course test.
W're not sure he gets it. Wuld one of you
be willing to run through it for hin"

And one young man, Ww t hout
hesitating, said, "Sir, I'll doit." Turns
out he was a plebe, a freshnman, and he's from
New Yor K.

He came over and nmet Admiral W.
And the first thing Admral Wi said to himis:
"Can you clinb the rope using just your
hands?"

And he did. He clinbed to the top
of the rope using just his hands, he cane
down, and then he ran through the indoor
obstacle test -- which, as any these cadets
can tell you, is a pretty good test of
endurance and strength -- in about three
m nut es.

He came over to Admral Wi a little
bit out of breath, but he did it just fine.
Adm ral Wi shook his hand and gave hima coin
and said: "Wy did you come to West Point?"

I had no idea what he was going to
say. |'d never nmet him never seen him But

wi t hout hesitating, this young pl ebe said:
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"Sir, I want to be an officer, I want to | ead
soldiers, | want to serve ny country."

| don't know what el se you woul d
want. That's what these cadets are about.

Let ne tell you about one other
graduate. First Lieutenant Jonathan Edds,
West Point Cass of 2005, died leading his
platoon in a firefight in Iraq | ast August.
Hi s ol der brother Joel, West Point C ass of
2004, is a captain in the Arny stationed at
Fort Drum recently returned fromhis own tour
inlrag. Their younger brother Josh is a
senior at West Point, a firstie, Cass of
2008.

These three boys cone froma
M dwestern family with no mlitary background,
but all heard the call to serve their country.
Jon Edds was a plebe at West Point for just
over two nont hs when planes were flown into
the Wrld Trade Center.

When his parents were notified of
Jon's death, they contacted his brother Joe
at Fort Drum and Joel drove fromthere to
West Point to tell Josh about their | oss.

About a week later, Jon's funera
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was held at West Point. Hi s older brother
eul ogi zed him tal ked about their tine at West
Poi nt together, what a transform ng experience
it had been, and how they felt a brotherhood,
not just of famly but with all soldiers.

| was privileged to represent the
Chief of Staff of the Arnmy at the funeral that
day, a duty |I had requested in part because |
had known and taught Jon as a cadet. Wen the
funeral service was conpleted, M. Edds, the
father of these three young nen, approached ne
and said, "Wat Joel said was right. West
Poi nt took our boys and not only turned them
into nen, it transformed theminto sonething
nore -- | eaders who understood service.
just want you to know that if we had three
nore, we would send them here.”

These are difficult times for our
Arny and occasionally, like that one, very
difficult days at West Point. W face
chal l enges in resourcing and recruiting. W
appreci ate the hel p many of you have al ready
given, and ask all of our friends to continue
to help us out.

West Point is your school as well.
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It's your Acadeny. And in a sense, we win a
nati onal chanpi onship every year when new
lieutenants |ike Bryan Jackson and Jonat han
Edds and these cadets graduate and uphold the
finest traditions of the Long Gay Line,
living the notto "Duty, honor, country.”

Thank you once again for having us
and affirmng the inportance of the critica
rel ati onshi p between West Point and New York.
Come see us. Cone see your Acadeny. Wat
we're privileged to do, what we've al ways
done, is help devel op and prepare the next
generation of Bryan Jacksons and Jonat han Edds
and these cadets from New York. Cone talk to
these cadets. They'll inspire you as they
inspire me and all of us at Wst Point.

Thank you, and Go, Arny!

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Al
Senators will be placed on the resolution.
Any Senator not w shing to be on the
resol ution please notify the desk.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent ,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1339

General Finnegan, thank you. Thank you for

t he appropriate observati ons and comrents, for
those noving rem nders of just how inportant
all the things that you represent, with First
Capt ai n Jason Crabtree being representative of
all of the cadets. But to the officers, to
all of you, and to Senator Larkin for his

| eadershi p here and your representation, we
just say, again, thank you.

Every nenber in this chanber, | can
share you with you, would like to be up making
observations and comments fromtheir heart to
you. Senator Maltese, Vinnie Leibell, Senator
Bonaci ¢ and many ot hers have requested an
opportunity to speak.

You are and we are in tine
constraints, and | know how i nportant that is
in your life, to be precise, and in our life,
so that we can nove on this afternoon, after
this inportant business, to do the rest of the
peopl e's work and enact a state budget.

So | amgoing to ask the indul gence
of ny coll eagues here. And again, we say
t hank you, fromthe bottom of our hearts, for

your val or, courage, for everything that you
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represent for all of the people who want to be
free, not just in the United States but
t hroughout the world. You truly are very,
very special people. Thank you.

And, Madam President, | woul d nove
that we stand in recess till 1 o'clock and
invite those that are here to join with the

CGeneral and the cadets in the Majority

Conference Room where there will be a
reception.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank

you, Senator Bruno.

The Senate will stand in recess
until 1 o'clock. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
recess at 11:56 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 1:03 p.m)

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO.
The Senate will cone to order.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |

believe we're still on the order of notions
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and resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO.
That is correct.

SENATOR SKELGCS: And Senat or
Giffo has two notions at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO.
Senator Giffo.

SENATOR GRI FFO M. President,
on behal f of Senator Gol den, on page 25 |
of fer the foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar
Nunber 411, Senate Print Nunmber 6966, and ask
that said bill retain its place on Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO.
The amendnents are received and adopted, and
the bill will retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

Excel l ent job, Senator. Do you
have anot her one?

SENATOR (Rl FFQO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO.
Well, let's get to it, then.

SENATOR GRI FFO. Jack, are you
whi spering to hinf

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR GRI FFO M. President, |
nove that the followi ng bills from Senat or
Marcel i no be discharged fromtheir respective
conmittees and be recommtted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause:
Senat e Nunber 7506, from Senator Marcellino.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO. So

or der ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the

Fi nance Commttee in Room 124 of the Capitol.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO.
There will be an imedi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Commttee in Room 124 of the Capitol.
SENATOR SKELGCS: And we' |l stand
at ease.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT DeFRANCI SCO.
The Senate stands at ease.
(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 1:05 p.m)
(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 1:29 p.m)
SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
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Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELCS: M. President,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading

of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

508, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 619,
an act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law,
inrelation to enforcenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays,

1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1344

603, by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 6821A, an
act to anmend the Public Authorities Law, in
relation to providing financing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 50th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

609, by Senator Robach, Senate Print 7222, an
act to anmend Chapter 206 of the Laws of 1974
amendi ng the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

682, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print --
SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for

t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

693, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 962A, an
act to amend the Public Oficers Law and the
Civil Practice Law and Rules, in relation to
provi sion on public agency records.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

699, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 885, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to deal ers and deal er registration.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 90t h day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.
SENATOR SKELCS: M. President,

t hank you.
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If we could return to reports of
standing committees for the report of the
Fi nance Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator O
Johnson, fromthe Comm ttee on Fi nance,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 6801B, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the
support of governnent;

6803D, Senate Budget Bill, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment ;

And Senate Print 6807C, Senate
Budget Bill, an act to anend the Education
Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Wt hout objection, all bills are reported
directly to the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could go
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to Number 767, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
767, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 6801B

an act nmaking appropriations for the support
of governnment: Legislature and Judiciary
Budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Yes,
there is, Senator.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
nessage i s accepted.

The Secretary will read the | ast
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secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
768, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 6803D,

an act naking appropriations for the support
of governnent: Education, Labor and Famly
Assi st ance Budget.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Yes,
there is, Senator.
SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Al in

favor of accepting the nessage of necessity
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signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
nessage i s accepted.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Senat or Bonacic, to explain his vote.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
M. President.

| just am pl eased that there's a
smal | conponent in this budget bill of
$15 mllion to help those famlies who |live
near the rivers that have been danaged by
floods. This is the first tine we have done
this.

| want to thank Senator Bruno, who
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fought hard to have this itemstay in the
budget, because | know the Governor and the
Assenbly did not want to do this piece.

So now that we have it, it will not
only help our flood areas but many ot her
Senators who have famlies who live in prinmary
resi dences who can't sell their hones because
of being in a flood area and having actually
had damage to their hones in the past.

So they will be better protected,
and hopefully this will be a base for
conti nued support for these famlies as we go
forth into the future.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Stavi sky, to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank
you, M. President.

| vote aye, but I want to nake it
very clear that traditionally the split
bet ween SUNY and CUNY has been 60/40. And
that this budget, because of cuts by the

Executive, the traditional percentage may not
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be as clear-cut as it's been in the past.

And hopefully we will be able to
come together at an earlier date and perhaps
resol ve some of these issues, because | am
very concerned about the future of the State
University of New York as well as the Gty
Uni versity of New York, because it seens to ne
that every person who is able to benefit from
a public college deserves that opportunity.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Stavisky. You will be recorded
in the affirmative, as will Senator Bonacic.

Senator Saland, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
M. President.

M. President, unfortunately | was
not in the chanber when the bill was call ed,
sol will try and be as brief as | can. |
realize nmy tinme is limted.

| rise to express ny concerns about
an i ssue which rather plagued ne as the
chai rman of the Senate Education Conmittee, an

i ssue dealing with Contracts for Excellence, a
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proposal which was brought to us by the very
same people and the very sanme nmi ndset under
former Governor Spitzer that gave us driver's
licenses for illegal aliens.

The fact of the matter is is this
was not put together in a fashion that
reflects any educational policy. It basically
represents a policy driven by nunbers. It
represents a policy that ostensibly is about
accountability. It represents a policy that
treats jaywal kers |ike violent felons.

It's a policy that says if you have
a school that's in need of inprovenent -- and
I will cite an exanple in ny district of a
school district with some 10, 000 students that
has one school out of 13 in which that school
has one subgroup that fails to conply with
AYP. And for that glorious infraction, they
are now treated pretty nuch |ike any ot her
school district that could have as many as a
dozen, 15 failing schools.

By way of conparison -- and that's
not to denonize or denigrate -- | find that
this particular school district, the Arlington

School District, is treated in the exact sane
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fashion as the Syracuse School District, a
district wwth sone 33 schools and certainly
far nore nunbers of educational problens
within their schools than does Arlington have.

And thanks to this, what happens is
effectively there is a conplete |oss of
di scretion, although there's sone w ndow
dressing that would say that there is sone
greater degree of autonomy. And yes, | should
acknowl edge there is sone greater degree than
there was last year. But these districts are
effectively hanstrung, if you're a CAE
district, with regard to the additional noney
that you receive.

Be mindful of the fact that, once
again, there are districts that are on here
because their cardinal sin was that they
di dn't have enough kids to take the required
NCLB tests. Be mindful of the fact that, once
again, 30 percent of the districts are
successful school districts. Be mndful of
the fact that if you are fortunate enough not
to have a school under CAE, you're being
spared a terrible nightnare.

But for the 40 districts that are
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currently in, it is a horrible nightmare.
There's no proportionality. It's a
one-size-fits-all. There is little or no
recognition that there are gradations of the
failure to pass or neet the required state and
federal requirenents.

So, M. President, at one and the
same tinme that we acqui esce in, once again,
this C4E, | would share with you what | think
is noderately good news. In conversations
with the Governor, the Governor seens to
understand the need for proportionality. W
may well have the opportunity to revisit this,
al though 1 doubt it will be this year.

But | would al so suggest that al
that glitters with this is not gold. This is
nore |ike alchenmy. This is nore like fool's
gold. There are 1.1 mllion students, |
bel i eve the Conm ssioner has said, who are
i npacted by this Contract for Excellence, and
probably 95 to 98 percent of themare
currently in the Big Five. W've done little
or nothing to resolve the issue; we've put it
of f yet for another day.

Not wi t hst andi ng t hat,
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M. President, as nmuch as I'msignificantly
torn, | intend to vote for this budget based
upon a nunber of other factors which I wll
not abuse ny tinme with by reciting.

Thank you, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator. You will be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Krueger, to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

Wll, it's a big set of bills.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Sure
iS.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: And | don't

think the public really had a chance to | ook
at themand read them Thanks to conputers,
at least | got to review themat sone | evel
W're late, and there's pressure on
us to nove a budget. But again, | am
frustrated that we are in violation of the
budget reformbill requirenents we passed | ast
year.

There are no nenbps on our desks.
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There's no sinple | anguage expl anation for the
public. There were not three days; these are
nmessage of necessity bills.

There are things that | |ike very
much in these bills. 1'mglad to see that
we're holding the line on education funding
needing to stay within the formulas, with
accountability required. | amvery happy to
say that there's alnost $200 million in new
noney for affordable housing in these budgets.
My col | eague Senat or Bonacic referenced a
fl oodi ng program

But there's al so several hundred
mllion dollars that | would argue, in bad
econom c tines, where we know t hat affordable
housi ng i s desperately needed and where
there's docunentary evidence that investing in
af f ordabl e housi ng creates an econom ¢ dom no
effect in local economes which will bring
private-sector noney to the table for building
housi ng and create jobs in the areas we nost
desperately need themin bad econom c tines,
that we have nmade sonme headway this year for
the first time in a long tine.

So | do want to thank the Gover nor
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and ny col |l eagues for recognizing, finally,
the i mportance of noving forward on housi ng.

But | also need to say |I'mvery
concerned about the funding distribution in
CUNY and SUNY that ny col | eague Senator Toby
Stavi sky already started to tal k about.

And |'mvery concerned that we do
have | arge | unp-sum allocations in the
econoni ¢ devel opnent package in this bil
where, to be honest, nost people don't know
where that noney will go. Nor are we sure
where we're getting it, but that's perhaps a
di scussion for soneti me down the road.

But | just want to rem nd ny
col | eagues that while we didn't neet our
obl i gations on the Budget Reform Act for what
we did pre passing the budget, we do have
obligations to nove line-itemresol utions
t hrough these two houses before we spend

| unp-sum appropriations in this budget, which

| believe total at least $700 million in two
$350 million pots. So we will have to revisit
t hat .

And | rem nd ny coll eagues that

this year, unlike |last year, we nust neet our
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obligation for the 30-day reporting after
passing this bill that we al so passed into | aw
| ast year, where we said that within 30 days
of passing a budget the Legislature nust
estimate the inpact of the budget on the
General Fund, |ocal governnments, and the state
wor kf or ce

So on the itenms we have added, we
have work to do. And this year we're not
going to violate that | egal obligation like
| ast year.

And the Executive, also fromthat
same budget bill we passed | ast year, the
Executive is required to enact a budget
financial plan and capital financing plan
wi thin 30 days of passing the budget.

So we do have nmuch work to do
within the next 30 days. And | think that
what will be included is a better
understanding for all of us in explaining to
our constituents and to the people of the
State of New York what we actually did here
this week and | ast week as far as what we
real ly put our noney into.

Again, it's a bill that | will vote
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for because | feel that given the paraneters
we' ve been offered, it is a bill | would
prefer to say yes to than no to. But | also
think if someone were to ask us to grade
oursel ves on how we handl ed the budget process
this year, particularly in light of |aws we
oursel ves passed a year ago, we would not be
abl e to give ourselves very good grades for
the process or the outcone this year.

But saying all of that, I will be
voting aye. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator. Senator Krueger will be
recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| just rise to briefly say, com ng
froma district that is very interested in an
on-tinme budget, we did the best we could in
com ng close, as they say in government work,
to get it done within nine days. This is the
| ast pieces. W have done nost of the budget
prior to today.

But et nme just say there's no such
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thing as a perfect budget. But this is about
the best we can do in a very, very difficult
year. But | think that everybody in this
chanber owes a debt of gratitude to the staff
who worked on this thing, negotiated in both
houses on both sides of the aisle, going

wi t hout sl eep day and night, day and ni ght,
for the past week or nore. And we certainly
owe thema | ot of thanks for putting this

t oget her.

And again, this is the best -- it's
not the perfect budget, but there's a |ot of
good things in here and I think it's one that
we can be proud of. And | look forward to
voti ng aye.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Farley. Senator Farley will be
recorded in the affirmative.

Senator LaValle, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you very
much, M. President. Just very briefly on
hi gher educati on.

We had very, very deep cuts,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1362

5.35 percent, and a $90 mllion restoration to
try and make cuts of $155 million nmake sone
sense with $90 m | lion.

And | would say the nenbers of the
commttee worked very diligently to restore
the cut to community coll eges that was $10 per
FTE. The committee felt that was a very
important priority given the fact that our
community col |l eges are the gateway to higher
educati on.

W were able to restore noney to
the Cpportunity prograns and the $15.2 mllion
cut to the Tuition Assistance Program here
again to ensure that our students have access
to a higher education. W also divided the
remai nder, a $44 mllion anount, between SUNY
and CUNY.

I nmust differ, as | did during the
del i berations, with the ranki ng menber on the
H gher Education Conmm ttee, because the split
for operating aid had never been determ ned
60/40. It actually is determ ned by what the
Executive has put into the budget.

In nost years, if you do a 10-year

spread, you would see that the spread is
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70 percent SUNY, 30 percent CUNY. This year,
Governor Spitzer put in a split approximtely
68/ 32. And the negotiations with the
Legi sl ature just changed things one-tenth of a
percent over the Executive Budget. And if you
| ook at prior years, tenths of a percent is
all that was really changed fromthe Executive
Budget to the final budget.

So | think given what we had, and
the cuts, that we did a good job, we
established our priorities, we stuck by our
priorities. And | think we've done a good job
for higher education.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator LaValle. You will be recorded in
the affirmative.

Senat or Schnei derman, to explain
his vote.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| also will be voting for this
bill. | share many of the concerns expressed
by ny col | eagues. The process this year was
dreadful. Part of that was due to the

changi ng circunstances of the Executive
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branch, which put the new Governor in a very
difficult situation. W have managed to pul
our sel ves toget her.

But there is still cause for
concern for ne when we have a budget that
passes that keeps open OCFS facilities that we
don't have enough children to fill up.

And that | do believe this budget
addresses many of the needs of New York City
school s, for which | amtrenendously grateful
and | appreciate all the hard work that went
into that.

To address the final point that
Senator LaVall e and Senator Stavi sky have
addr essed, ny understandi ng and ny
recollection is very clear that we' ve never
aut hori zed or approved or stood for a
70/ 30 percent between SUNY and CUNY.

And | hope that we will not be

noving forward, as we go forward this year to

address ot her budget issues -- because | have
a feeling we'll be back to review these
matters -- | hope we're not going to go

forward trying to pit one part of the state

agai nst the other. W should not be trying to
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take nmoney away from CUNY in order to help
SUNY. That's a fal se choice.

This is a glorious era in the tine
of the City University of New York. They are
acconpl i shing things undreaned of. They need
our support. Qur intellectual capital, our
human capital for the Cty and State of
New York are our children. W have to give
t hem an excel | ent, affordabl e higher
education. And I will resist any effort to
change the traditional nunbers and to nove
noney away from CUNY.

Havi ng said that, under all the
circunstances, | think this is about the best
we can do, and I will be voting in the
affirmative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Schneiderman. You will be
recorded in the affirmative.

Does any ot her Senator wi sh to
speak?

Senat or Adans.

SENATOR ADAMNS: Yeah, | just want

to join.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1366

| too will be voting in the
affirmative to this budget, but | want to join
nmy col | eague Senat or Schnei derman that we
shoul d not get into a position where our
children in any part of the state are
uni nportant.

When you | ook at the nmen and wonen
who fill our correctional facilities, there's
only one common denomi nator. [It's not
ethnicity, it's education. And the failure to
get a proper education will deny them access
to participate in this great state. And so |
think it's inmportant, instead of getting into
a di al ogue on 60/40 or 70/30, to get in a
di al ogue ensuring that all of our institutions
are properly funded.

There's a nmajor cut in the CUNY
system |I'mextrenely disappointed that the
budget is showing that they are not going to
receive mllions of dollars. After noving
ahead and bringing that college to the |evel,
that institution to the | evel of education
that it deserves, we cannot take a step
backwards. And that step backwards shoul d not

take place in SUNY, and it should not take
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pl ace i n CUNY

In addition, I was hoping and |
hope we will ook to, next year, to |ook at a
| oan forgiveness programfor our socia
wor kers, who are dedicated, committed
prof essionals. And just as we have | oan
forgi veness progranms for others, hopefully

next year we can | ook to do the sanme for them

But | will be voting aye on this
budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Adams. You will be recorded in

the affirmative.
Senator Diaz, to explain his vote.
SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

I"'malso voting yes. But before I
vote yes, | have to -- | join ny colleagues in
their worry and their know edge of the | ack of
noney, the |ack of consideration for
educati on.

However, we all got elected. And
as State Senators, we're supposed to come here
and protect the whole state. The fact of the

matter is that all of us are concerned wth
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our district. Each one of us represents
certain districts. And the people in those
districts, they cone to our offices, they cone
to us and they press us for things that they
think are supposed to be done in their
respective district.

For exanple, | represent the 32nd
Senatorial District. And throughout the year,
after Governor Spitzer introduced his
Executive Budget, | have been getting people
who cone to ny office to talk to ne with
di fferent concerns. And one of those concerns
of the people in ny district was they had
concerns with the juvenile center that was
supposed to be cl osed, Pyram d.

And today, thanks to my conference
and thanks to the direct intervention of
Senat or Bruno and Senator Skel os and Senat or
Mal colm Smith, | could say to the people in ny
district that that center is going to be kept
open.

People in nmy district, even though
the hospital is not in my district, it isin a
district -- I'"mtal king about Westchester

Square Hospital, which is in the district of
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Senator Jeff Klein. But people in Castle
Hll, part of ny district, people in

Par kchester, part of my district, they use the
services of that hospital. So they canme to ny
of fice.

And today, you know, we're going to
vote, we're voting, we voted before and we
going to vote today and maybe today we end
with the whole thing. But under the
| eadershi p of Senator Jeff Klein, our Deputy
Mnority Leader, | could tell the people in ny
district that after this process is done,

West chester Square Hospital will be open.
could tell everybody in ny district that the
five nursing hones in ny district that was
suffering, | could tell themthat the

$85 mllion fromlast year, it's been put back
in the budget and all the noney has been put
so they could hire nore people.

So | could tell people in ny
district that even though this is not a
perfect budget, we are doing and we have done
at | east the best we could do.

I n education, education, the people

in ny district have cone also to ne talking
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about education for our children. Money is
bei ng sent, 500 sone mllion, noney is being
sent to the City of New York, and every year
we do that. Now, the problemis how Mayor
Bl oonberg and Chancellor Klein will use that
nmoney.

But we in this body and in the
State Legislature, we send them noney to the
City of New York for education. The Gty
Council of the Gty of New York and Mayor
Bl oonberg and Chancel |l or Kl ein, once the noney
gets there, they're the ones who deci de how
the noney is going to be used.

But we have done the best we can.
So hopefully today we end with this. And I
have to thank especially Senator Bruno,
Senat or Skel os, Senator Malcolm Smith for all
the negotiations to help people in ny district
at | east solve sonme of the problens. So thank
you, | adies and gentlenen, and Senator Skel os,
Senat or Bruno, Senator Malcolm Smth, thank
you for helping the people in ny district.

We are not fully satisfied with the
whol e thing as the best thing, but | could

proudly | ook at the people in nmy district, in
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the 32nd Senatorial District in the Bronx, and
tell them Hey, we did the best we can for
you, thanks to ny coll eagues.

So thank you to all of you. And
thank you, M. President. And | amvoting
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator. You will be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, to
expl ai n her vote.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, M. President.

Il would like to yield ny tine --
and just say that | will be voting yes on the
budget -- to Senator Montgonery.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator. You will be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Mont gonery, to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Yes,

M. President, on this budget.
| amvery pl eased that we have

begun to nake sone strides, especially in the
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direction of reform ng, changing, inproving
our juvenile justice systemin the State of
New York. As you know, we have nmmintained a
system where young people were sent very, very
far away fromtheir hone comunities for

pl acenent in way away places, upstate

New York, totally unfamliar to them and

i naccessible to their famlies.

W' ve begun to turn that around.
Unfortunately, we still nmaintain in the budget
several of those faraway facilities, opening
them when in fact there are no young people in
t hem

Wiy are there no young people in
them or why have there been this trenendous
reduction in the placenents in those
facilities? It's because the localities have
made a determ nation, based on their
experiences, that it is rmuch nore
cost-effective, less than $20, 000 per young
person per year, for having them placed in
their conmunity and provided intensive
t herapeutic services.

Wil e, when they go away to these

faraway places far away from where they live,
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where their communities are, and having to be
transported back and forth across the state to
go to court and so forth and so on, it costs
upward of $150, 000 to $200, 000 per child per
year.

So this really is noving to not
only save for the state in terms of our fisca
position, but it is also a nove which will, in
the long run, inprove the outcomes of those
young people that we seek to change because
they have started out going in the wong
direction. W now are poised to create a
system t hat hel ps them change their behavior
and therefore change their, inprove their life
chances. So |'m happy to state that.

As | have said in the past and I
will state again, it is really shameful that
we have a need to hold on to these facilities
that really don't have children anynore. W
have made sure that no enpl oyee shall | ose
their job because we close a facility. But we
still hang on to these facilities for dear
life.

So | am pleased that, with our

col | eagues on the Republican side and our side
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and in the Assenbly, we have put into this
budget a $100, 000 funding for a study to | ook
at what sone people are concerned about, and
that is the recidivismrate. Wat nmakes
sense. W know what nakes sense based on our
past experiences, but sone people need nore
proof, so we have put that in.

| look forward to the results of
that study. | know that a |ot of what the
study is going to be | ooking at are young
people in ny district, because that's where
t hese young people cone from-- and ot her
pl aces, but especially in Brooklyn, the Bronx
and Queens and the city in general.

So al though I'"m not pleased with
the fact that we're leaving sone facilities
open -- it's going to cost us sonme $40 mllion
that we should not have to spend -- but | am
pl eased, on the other hand, that we shoul d be
| ooki ng for very, very positive, different
out cones based on what is in the budget as it
relates to investing nore in conmunity-based
pl acenent for young peopl e.

Thank you, M. President. 1'Il be

voti ng yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator. You will be recorded in the

affirmati ve.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61. Nays,
0.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
769, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 6807C,

an act to anmend the Education Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Yes,
there is.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: On the
notion, all in favor of accepting the nessage
say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
nessage i s accepted.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: | believe
Senator Bruno will be coming in shortly to
make sone conments. But in order to save sone
time -- well, two rem nders.

Nurmber one, the cadets are in the
reception roomat this tine.

But also, if we could, | believe
the Mnority has two notions to petition. |If
we could do that at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
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Senat or Serr ano.
SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President. | have a notion at the desk.

Il would Iike to have it called up at this

time.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print

3131, by Senator Serrano, an act to amend the
Educati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much. | want to thank ny coll eagues in this
chanber for allowing ne to conduct this
di scussion on a very inportant bill.

I am pl eased to have the
opportunity to speak about the Education
Equity Act, which will help to ensure that
every student in the State of New York has
access to a quality public education. The
children of this great state deserve no | ess.

A strong public education systemis
the foundation of a healthy econony.

Investing in the education of the youth of
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this state is in the best interests of every
State Senator. Every dollar spent will pay a
handsone dividend in the form of econom c
prosperity at hone and a conpetitive New York
in an increasingly shrinking world.

However, the responsibility of
providing a quality education to our youth
cannot be shoul dered by governnent al one. The
i nvol venent of parents and guardians is
fundanmental to the proper functioning of our
school system A variety of well-docunented
studi es show that increased parental
i nvol venent results in numerous benefits,

i ncl udi ng hi gher grades and test scores,

i ncreased likelihood of graduation, better
attendance rates, higher self-esteem and
notivation, |lower rates of suspension,
decreased use of drugs and al cohol, and fewer
i nstances of viol ent behavior.

The Education Equity Act is, at its
heart, a bill that enpowers parents to
i ncrease their involvenent in their children's
schools. In a state that is hone to over 200
| anguages, linguistic barriers prevent many

parents fromtaking an active part in their

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1379

child' s education. New Yorkers throughout the
state will benefit fromny bill, and that is
why it is inperative that we join together to
pass this |egislation.

In New York City, where ny own
Senate district is |ocated, nore than
43 percent of students' famlies speak a
| anguage ot her than English at hone. Yet
access to translation and interpretation
services remains limted. And when it is
avai lable, it's usually confined to | ega
docunents and noti ces.

This legislation would require
school districts to create an annual | anguage
assi stance plan to assess their needs.
Districts will be required to provide
interpretation services for two | anguages
spoken by nore than 2 percent of the
popul ation in the district.

In New York City, where the needs

are different, the bill stipulates that the
district will provide services for up to eight
| anguages.

Furt hernore, transl ated versi ons of

a variety of docunents, including report cards
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and perm ssion slips, will be transmtted to
parents and guardi ans.

If those of us in governnent want
to tal k about the inportance of persona
initiative, then we nust provide our
constituents the tools they need to capitalize
on that initiative. Parents want to get
involved with their kids. Sone are just not
abl e to because of a | anguage barrier. Let us
hel p them overcone that barrier and take part
in the greatest joy a parent can have, seeing
their child succeed.

The history of immgration in this
state is all about people noving up the
soci oecononi ¢ | adder no matter where they cane
from By ensuring that our public education
systemis equitable and strong, we can
continue to maintain that |ong and nobl e
tradition. | urge ny colleagues in a
bi parti san fashion to cone together and
support this inportant piece of |egislation.

Pl ease help to bring it to the floor for a
full vote in this house.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
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you, Senator.

Al those Senators in favor of the
petition out of conmttee please signify by
rai sing their hands.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Adans, Breslin, Connor,
Di az, Dilan, Duane, Gonzal ez,

Hassel | - Thonpson, Huntley, L. Krueger, C
Kruger, Montgonery, Onorato, Parker, Perkins,
Sabi ni, Sanpson, Savi no, Schnei der man,
Serrano, Smth, Stachowski, Stavisky,

St ewart - Cousi ns and Thonpson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
petition is not agreed to.

Senat or Hunt | ey.

SENATOR HUNTLEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| have a notion at the desk | would
like to have called up at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Excuse
me. Could you repeat that, Senator?

SENATOR HUNTLEY: | have a notion
at the desk I would Iike to have called up at
this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print
4463, by Senator Huntley, an act to anend the
General Business Law.

SENATOR HUNTLEY: Thank you.

I would Iike to tell you about the

experience, basically in ny district, with

contractors -- not only in ny district, but
t hroughout the state. |In fact, several of the
i nci dents have happened -- Senator Maltese and

| share an area. He's on one side of Howard
Beach; I"mon the other. And it's one of ny
constituents, who could wave to one of his
across the street, who had an issue with
contractors. It was fire restoration.

And what happened is contractors
will come, mainly to elderly people, they wll
take advantage of them they will tell them
that they can do wonders for them w t hout
taxes: "If you have cash noney, we can be of
assi stance to you and we can save you noney."
And naturally there are a nunber of seniors
who are | ooking to save noney. And not only
seniors, but other people too.

And on several occasions they woul d
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take the down paynents and then they would
di sappear. O they woul d take the down
paynment, cone back, do shabby work and cone
back for nore noney, and then they woul d

di sappear.

The courts could not be hel pful
because none of these contractors had |icenses
and were listed. So therefore, this is what
this bill conmes out of.

I would Iike very nmuch for the
courts to inmpose a civil penalty not to exceed
$500 -- | want it nore than that, but they
were telling me $500 shoul d be the start --
and the contractor would not be able to do
work for a year.

| think perhaps this would maybe
just give it a start of contractors saying |
can't, you know, take noney from seniors,
mai nly, and not do the work. |t happens not
only with fire restoration, it happens when
seniors need a new roof, when they need
repairs for their bathroom There's a nunber
of people who have contacted ne, and that's
what this bill was based on.

So I would say to ny col |l eagues
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across the aisle, this is not a Denpcrat or a
Republican bill, this is a people's bill, the
peopl e of the State of New York. Because it's
happeni ng t hroughout the state with
contractors who basically are handynmen, have
no license, they're not licensed in the
nmuni ci pality where they do work. And | think
this is a very inportant bill for everyone,

not only ny district but for your district

t 0o.

And again, it has nothing to do
with Denocrat or Republican, it has to do with
people, mainly elderly people. And | think we
al ways tal k about how el derly people we have
to protect and nake sure that their interests

are heard. So | stand here on their behal f,

and | ask, | urge you to please support this
bill.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank

you, Senator.

Al'l those Senators in favor of the
petition out of conmttee please signify by
rai sing their hands.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
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agreenent are Senators Adans, Breslin, Connor,
Di az, Dilan, Duane, Gonzal ez,
Hassel | - Thonpson, Huntl ey, L. Krueger,
C. Kruger, Montgonery, Onorato, Parker,
Per ki ns, Sabi ni, Sanpson, Savi no,
Schnei derman, Serrano, Smith, Stachowski,
St avi sky, Stewart-Cousi ns, and Thonpson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
petition is not agreed to.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Pl ease stand at
ease for a few nonents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Senate will stand at ease for a few nonents.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 2:05 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 2:08 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Senate will cone to order, please.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC M. President,

woul d you do us the honor of recogni zing
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Senator Smith for his observations and
coment s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Senator Smith, for his observations and his
coment s.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Senate col | eagues, staff nenbers
and friends, let nme first congratul ate our
Governor, David Paterson, on noving us to a
poi nt where, while the public perception may
be that this budget is a few days late, it is
clearly, in ny mnd, on time. As nost of you
recogni ze, noney and resources are never |ate.
Whenever they arrive, we can appreciate them
and we can surely use them

The Governor has noved us through a
process that was difficult. These were very
extraordinary tines. They will probably be
recorded in the history books in such a way
that they will never be forgotten, given al
that occurred. And, coll eagues and staff, we
know what we are referring to.

| also want to thank our ranker on

Fi nance, Senator Stachowski, who put in a
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great deal of effort and tine. And nany of
you were here as well, over the last couple of
weekends, where we actually got to know Al bany
very well. Some of us got to know Saratoga a
little better. But we did spend the tinme to
get the work done.

| also want to thank Laura Anglin
of the Governor's staff as well. She put an
extraordi nary armount of time and effort in,
negotiating with Jeff Lovell, along with Dean
Ful ei han in the Assenbly, along with Ahned
Di omande and the other nenbers of the staff.
They did an extraordinary job of getting us to
the point where we actually have a budget that
is not $124 billion but $122 billion. And I
think that also tells the story about where we
are today.

Not wi t hst andi ng the pain that sone
of this budget has, we have shown a very
strong cormitnment to the fact that this is one
New York. And there is, for one of the
regional parts of the state, $380 mllion,
close to half mllion dollars going to the
upstate programas a commtnent fromthe

Governor and fromall of us.
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We recognize that if we don't nove
upstate New York, if that part of the state is
not functioning well, then the rest of the
state doesn't function well.

And we've al so nade an effort to
show how i nportant education is throughout the
State of New York.

We still, colleagues, have a budget
that needs to be trimed noving into the
future. There is no question about it, given

the economic tines that we're in, where we're

headed. |If all forecasts are consistent with
what the forecast nodels are illustrating, it
will be even a tougher year going forward.

So | would hope that we understand
the i nmportance of tightening our belts. And
while I knowit's inportant for everyone, the
prograns for their districts, we also have to
be fiscally and financially smart in that we
have an obligation to the people of this state
that, if we are ever going to get themto the
poi nt where they see their property taxes
going down, if they're ever going to get to
the point where they see their disposable

i ncome actually going up by virtue of the fact
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that their taxes are going down, we have to
begin to take sone nmeasures now so that, going
into the future, the people of this state wl|l
know that their dollar will go a little bit

| onger .

In addition, we also have to ensure
that our children have the ability to live
here in the state. Joe, as you know, | told
you ny son is not here in the state because
the property taxes, the cost of living is just
so high. He's outside of the State of
New Yor K.

My daughter, who's 14, | prom sed
her her father would help restructure the
budget of the State of New York so that she
can live in the state when she gets ol der.
She's 14 now, she soon will be going to
college. And | want to nmake sure that when
she graduates that she has the right to live
inthis state, can afford to live in this
state and pay property taxes that will be fair
enough that she can raise her famly and | can
see ny grandchildren one day, if she so
chooses that I'lIl be blessed with that.

So I want to thank all of ny
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col | eagues, who have done an extraordi nary
job. Craig Johnson. Darrel Aubertine, who
cane on board as a breath of fresh air.
Andrea Stewart-Cousins. Al of our
col | eagues. Senator Neil Breslin, who's done
great work. Menbers have done great worKk.
Senat or Schnei der man, who hel ped us with our
restrai ning of the floor the other day.

Everybody has done great work. |
i ncl ude nmenbers on the other side of the aisle
as well, especially Joe Bruno. You've done a
good job and have been responsive.

Il will tell you, as |I've had the
opportunity to sit in the negotiating room
wi th you, and having the opportunity to listen
to you and having you listen to nme, | wll
tell my colleagues that you listen well. And
you al so express yourself well on behal f of
your col | eagues.

You shoul d be very proud of your
| eader, who does a great job when it comes to
negoti ati ng.

So, colleagues, as we say, this is
the tinme in which we say our goal is to finish

this budget while the sun is up. And the sun
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is up, and I'm hoping that you all go hone to
your districts, express all the work we've
done here. But you should know you' ve done
yourself very proud. This is a historic
budget for the state, because nothing |ike
this has ever happened before. And we hope
that it never happens again.

But the fact of the matter is that
you stayed focused, you nade sacrifices, and
we deliberated in such a way that we now have

a budget we can be proud of.

M. President, thank you very nuch.

Again, | thank ny coll eagues, | thank the
staff, | thank the Governor. And thank you,
Senat or Bruno.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Smith, for your coments and
observati ons.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you
M. President and col | eagues.

Senator Smith, thank you very nuch
for your comrents. And thank you even nore
for being gracious in your observations.

And we have gone forward this year
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in a way that nost people in the other side of
the world, if they are objective about it,
have to marvel that the chaos that existed in
this state a few nonths ago, with events that
none of us planned on, people have stepped up.
The Governor stepped up, and both sides of the
ai sl e stepped up. The Assenbly stepped up.

Not only did we have kind of a
chaotic change here in | eadership, we had a
budget approaching a $5 billion deficit,
$4.6 billion and counting. Now, we've
approached what was submtted as a
$124 billion spending plan by the previous
Governor, and | believe that nunber --
Senator, you're right -- is now well under
$122 billion.

Now, that's a major acconplishnent.
Wiy? Because we restored not just healthcare,
to the tune of about $245 mllion, you' ve got
to be aware of this, where it hurt the nost --
nur si ng homes, home care, hospitals -- we set
anot her record in increase in education funds,
$1.8 billion for our greatest asset in this
state -- yes, your children, our children, al

of our grandchildren. $21.3 billion in
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education aid. Now, you think about that in
times |like these.

Now, we have had to finance
heal t hcare, education, infrastructure, higher
ed, restore TAP. W nmade things better.
There cones a pain with that. And the pain
relates to the revenue sources. And yes, we
had to join in creating revenue from busi ness
taxes. But we didn't join in doing what the

ori ginal Governor, the previous Governor

submtted -- gasoline tax, car tax, crack tax.

W did away with those that are nost punitive
to the working famlies here in upstate
New York and in the city.

So we did the best that we coul d.
And you know what? Sone of the worst taxes
that we have to lay on to fund educati on,
heal t hcare, the infrastructure, higher ed, we
sunset. They sunset in three years. You' ve
got to be aware of that. Because
busi nesspeopl e who m ght | ook el sewhere see
relief in the distance.

And this Governor stepped up, we
incurred the sunset of all of the taxes, and

we got some of the nobst inportant done.
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That's to everybody's credit.

So we will |eave here, and | want
to be optimstic. 1 don't want to be one of
the pessimsts who say the sky is falling,
we're going over a cliff, it is doonsday right
around the corner. | don't buy that. And I
hope you don't buy that.

This is the Enpire State. This is
one of the greatest states in the whole world.
| think we have the 10th or 11th | argest
econony, here in New York, in the whole world.

So if we partner together -- what
is the largest industry here in this state?
Tourisn? Agriculture. So when we have fresh
faces and new voi ces, okay, joining with the
col | eagues that are here -- with our chair,
Cat hy Young, who steps up to nake sure that
peopl e who are hardworking get the best that
we can provide for themin governnent.

So we have partnered here. W have
done sone great things. W're going to go
forward fromhere. W're going to have
contentious tines. W're going to have
chal l enges. But if we stand up, as

partners -- this house, the other house, with

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

1395

the Governor -- we are going to overcone
whatever is in front of us. And our children,
our nei ghbors, our grandchildren, they wll
stay here, they will grow here.

And this econom c devel opnent
package, over a billion that we're overlate in
getting -- yes, and the Wcks Law cane ri ght
along with it, just as we promsed it would --
you know what that econom c devel opnent
package is? Wen anyone tells you it's
spendi ng over a billion, you tell them No,
go back to your civics classes. That is
investing in jobs, in growth, in the econony.

And you wi Il be making
announcenents all over this state, and we're
maki ng sone announcenents. And | can tell you
now we're going to be announci ng, very
shortly, the novenent of one of the
i nternational headquarters from el sewhere to
right here, within wal king di stance, al nost,
of where we stand.

We have funded the AMD, finally,
the | argest construction project in the whole
state ever, 20 m nutes fromwhere we are.

That is an acconplishnent. That doesn't
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happen by itself. That happens by partnering,
t hat happens by working together, that happens
by bei ng industrious.

So | want to thank ny col | eagues,
all of them every one of them who have been
here, many tines day and night, and the people
who support us right here. These people
support us. They make us | ook good. Sone of
themdidn't sleep three hours a night, and I
know t hat .

So I want to thank ny col | eagues
and thank you for your support. Thank you for
all owing us to provide the service that we
provide for you and for all the people that we
represent together. So | want to thank you
all. Be safe as we go forward from here, and
God bl ess you all.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNC M. President,

there being no further business to cone before
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the Senate, | would recomrend that we adjourn
to Monday, April 14th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days to be |egislative days.

Travel safely. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Monday, April 14th, 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 2:20 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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