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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al |l egi ance to our Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Today' s
i nvocation will be given by Bishop Hector Luis
Bonano, senior pastor, M ssionary Church of
Christ in the Bronx.

Bi shop.

Bl SHOP BONANO Let us pl ease bow
our heads and pray.

Ch, Lord, we cone before Thee in
these halls to ask Your bl essing upon these
men and wormren who have responsibilities of
creating and deci ding concerning the |aws that
govern our state.

We ask for extraordinary bl essings
upon them W ask for strength, strength to
carry the burden of their responsibilities.

W ask for wisdom w sdomto decide

not just right fromwong, but wisdomto
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deci de between what's best and better.

We ask for discernment, that they
may know what is in the hearts of others and
what nmoves themin their daily interaction.

We ask for peace, peace that
surpasses all understandi ng, peace in the
m dst of trials, peace in the mdst of chaos,
peace in the mdst of the many storns that
will be curtailed in these roons.

We ask for Your heavenly peace,
peace for our communities, peace for our city,
peace in our nation, and, above all, peace in
t he worl d.

We ask for unity, that we nay al
come together, regardl ess of our diversity, to
hel p neet the needs that are before us and
that are eve rpresent.

Yes, Lord, we ask for extraordinary
bl essi ngs upon those who acknow edge You, that
they may be aware that You are there in the
m dst of them

And upon those who do not
acknow edge You, them above all, give them
extraordi nary bl essings too, so that they may

know that it was Your hand at work and not hi ng
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they could have done in and of their own
strength and know edge to receive it.

And as we receive these
extraordi nary bl essings, |let our voice rise
and give You and You al one the honor and the
gl ory, now, hence and forevernore. In Jesus'
name, Anen.

God bl ess you, and God bl ess
Aneri ca.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Bi shop

The readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Monday, March 3, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Friday,
February 29, was read and approved. On
notion, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

549

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Fuschill o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of Senator Flanagan, on
page nunber 20 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 304, Senate
Print Nunmber 690A, and ask that said bill
retain its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill will retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could adopt the Resolution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resol utions 4512, 4513,
and 4514.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resol utions 4512, 4513,
and 4514, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could take up Resolution 4512, by
Senator Maltese, have the title read and nove
for its imredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Mal t ese, Legislative Resol ution Number 4512,
nmourni ng the death of WIliamF. Buckley, Jr.,
conservative columist, commentator and talk
show host, and cel ebrating this renowned
orator's charismatic |ife and many

acconpl i shnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Mal t ese.

SENATOR MALTESE: Yes,
M. President. | rise in support of the

resol ution nourning the death of WIlliamF.

Buckl ey, Jr.
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I'"d just like to say a few things
about WIlliamF. Buckley, Jr.

He was the godfather of nobdern
conservatism He was born on Novenber 24,
1925, the sixth of ten children. His parents
had i ntended to nanme himafter his father,
Frank, but were told by a priest that Frank
was not a saint and therefore he should be
cal I ed Francis.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Senat or, excuse ne.

May we have order in the house,
pl ease.

SENATOR MALTESE: I think he
showed what was going to happen in the future
when, at the age of 6, he convinced his father
to change his name back to Frank and becane,
for the rest of his life, WIIliam Frank
Buckl ey, Jr.

Young W1 Iiam absorbed his parents'
conservativismand its deep Roman Cat holicism
At the age of 6, he wote the King of England
demandi ng that they pay England's war debt
fromthe First World War.

He served -- nobst people don't
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realize it, but he did serve two years in the
service, from 1944 to '46, and energed as a
second |ieutenant.

He enrolled at Yale -- he canme from
a famly of privilege -- and he studied
political science, econonm cs and history. But
he was a fearsone debater. He ran the Yale
Daily News, joined the Skull and Bones, the --
vilified by some -- nobst prestigious society
at Yal e.

As a senior, at the age of 26 he
was gi ven the honor of delivering the speech
for Yale Alumi Day. He pronptly attacked his
alma mater, Yale University, and as a result
was forced to step aside for sone other, nore
conpliant person. And that speech becane the
basi s of his fanpbus book God and Man at Yale.

The book received wi de accl ai m
And in 1954, together with his brother-in-Ilaw
Brent Bozell, he published a book in defense
of McCarthy called McCarthy and Hi s Enemi es.
That's the second book he publi shed.

And what | want to point out is
that was the second book of 55 books that he

publ i shed during his entire lifetime, 55

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

553

books. In addition, he wote his colum for
Nati onal Review that, if published, would have
conposed easily another 55 books.

He had an approach that was
agreeable. Even his enem es ended up being
very friendly with himand nost respectful of
hi m

In '55, he founded the magazi ne
Nat i onal Revi ew, which at the present tine
still exists, with a circulation of
approxi mately 166, 000.

And to ny know edge, despite his
feelings about pay-as-you-go and
conservativism to ny know edge the nagazi ne
never made a profit. But it certainly rmade a
difference in the Iife of people not only in
New Yor k but across the country.

He was tel evision's | ongest running
commentator, with his program with a single
host, 33 years. Thirty-three years.

He wote 5600 col utms, "On The
Right." He gave his collected papers to Yale
University. And at the tinme -- | don't know
why the heck they weighed them but apparently

they weighed them and it was seven tons of
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col | ected papers that he gave to Yale
Uni versity.

Many say he wove the tapestry of
Ameri can conservativism But, nore practica
for us, he founded a group called Young
Anmeri cans for Freedom which was ny first
contact with WIlliamF. Buckley, Jr.

Shortly after that, he assisted in
the formation of the New York State
Conservative Party and was one of the founding
fathers, together with J. Dani el Mahoney,

Ki eran O Doherty, Charlie Rice, Rosemary
@unni ng, Henry Paol ucci, and others.

In '65 we in the Conservative
Party managed to convince himto run for mayor
against arising star, a |liberal Denocrat, a
gentl eman who they said was destined to be
President of the United States, John V.

Li ndsay. Buckl ey agreed only on the prom se
frommany of us that he had absolutely no
chance of wi nning and energi ng as the nayor.

Toward the end of his canpaign, he
got so worried by the adoring crowds and the
peopl e around himthat he began to feel that

there was a slight chance that he m ght be
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el ected and went on a TV show and, when he was
asked by the commentator what was the first
thing he would do on the day after election if
he woke up and he had been el ected nayor, he
said: "Dermand a recount."”

That renoved a | ot of the
credibility fromhis canpaign; | believe he
got some 13.5 percent of the vote.

But he nade a trenmendous difference
in the politics of New York. | ran on his
ticket that year, in 1965, as state senator
agai nst Sy Thaler, and | enmerged with just
about the sane percentage of votes as Bill
Buckley. But | enjoyed the fact that | ran on
his ticket because I'mnow able to say | ran
for state senator in 1965 and, 23 years |later,
I was elected. Kind of an overni ght success.

He is survived by his wife,
Patricia, many, many relatives -- his son,

Chri stopher -- and a |lot of adoring fans
t hroughout the years.

He was genial, he was agreeabl e, he
was one of the brightest people in politics,
inliterature. He knew his history, he knew

hi s phil osophy. He was conversant in Spanish
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and certainly knew his Latin, those of us that
tried to make our way through his many, many
colums. He was a commentator. He was a very
staunch Catholic and defended his faith. And
he was the classic person who coul d di sagree
with you without being di sagreeable.

Witten yesterday, George WII, |
t hi nk, who was an admirer and a close friend
of Buckley's, sunmed it up by saying he had an
aptitude for love -- and I'll add of his wife,
Pat, who he called "Ducky" -- of his son, his
church, his harpsichord, |anguage, w ne,
skiing and sailing.

He touched the |ives of many, nany
of us. He nmade a big difference in politics.
He was the forerunner of not only his brother
Jim who becane the United States Senator in
1970, but certainly of Ronald Reagan in 1980,
acknow edged by such in 1984.

He set a pace that has never been

mat ched. His kind will not conme again. He
will be sorely mssed by all of us. He nmade a
difference in our lives that will last, |

hope, for a very, very long tine.

M. President, | support the
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resolution in nenory of WIliamF. Buckl ey,
Jr., and ask anyone that wishes to join in
t hat resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Maltese.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al'l in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is carried.

Senat or Marcel | ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Yes,

M. President, we'd just like to conment that
that prior resolution will be open for
cosponsorship. |If anyone does not wi sh to be
on it, just let us know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. |If you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. W have a
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resol uti on, Nunber 4513, by Senator Sanpson.
Can we have the title read and open that al so
for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Sanpson, Legislative Resol ution Nunber 4513,
honoring Bishop Eric R Figueroa, Sr., upon
the occasion of his 25th Anniversary as Pastor
of New Life Tabernacle, Brooklyn, New York, to
be cel ebrated on March 17, 2008.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resolution is carried.

The resolution also will be open
for cosponsorship. |If you choose not to,
pl ease notify the desk.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. Yes,
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M. President. My we now take up Resol ution
Nunber 4514, by Senator Diaz, and have it read
inits entirety. It also, M. President, wl]l
be open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Marcellino.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Diaz,
Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 4514, comendi ng
CONLI CO upon the occasion of its designation
for special recognition.

"WHEREAS, The character and
richness of religious and community life in
this noble Enpire State is nourished and
fulfilled through the faithful concern and
sel fl ess devotion of those who would comm t
their energy and purpose to the mnistry of
ot hers; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi slative Body to bring full recognition and
just tribute to those individuals and
or gani zati ons whi ch di stingui sh thensel ves and
the mnistry through their unremtting
commi t ment and preem nence of service; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
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concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative
Body is justly proud to conmend CONLI CO upon
the occasion of its designation for specia
recogni ti on on Tuesday, March 4, 2008; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2003, Bishop Hector
Lui s Bonano took on the coordinating role of
CONLI CO, al so known as the Fell owshi p of
Council Leaders. CONLICO had begun in 1998 as
the result of the vision of Dr. Kittim
Si | va- Bernudez and Radio Vision Cristiana. As
the Hi spanic church community rapidly grew,
both the radi o station and CONLI CO were seen
as vehicles to unit and nobilize the diverse
H spani ¢ popul ati on; and

"WHEREAS, CONLI CO exists to support
the Pentecostal churches in nmany capacities,
such as partnering with agencies to address
the needs of the poor; partnering with civic
| eaders on behal f of the needs of Hi spanics;
partnering with the business conmunity to
address the economic realities of the H spanic
community; praying and speaking with one voice
on the noral and ethical issues facing the

culture of the comunity; and building the
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Ki ngdom of God by partnering across ethnic and
| anguage |ines with the broader body of
Christ; and

"WHEREAS, Executive Director of
CONLI CO, Bi shop Bonano has sought to nobilize
the churches and build partnershi ps which span
t he | anguage, organi zational, and
denom nati onal spectrum H's own church, the
M ssionary Church of Christ, has partnered
with World Vision to feed 1,000 fam|lies per
nont h; and

"WHEREAS, Bi shop Bonano has ably
led CONLICO to the great organization it has
beconme today. It is a true asset to society;
and

"WHEREAS, CONLI CO s di sti ngui shed
record nerits the recognition and respectful
tribute of this Legislative Body; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmend
CONLI CO upon the occasion of its designation
for special recognition; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this

resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
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to CONLI CO, and to Bishop Hector Luis Bonano,
Executive Director.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you,

M. President.

Today is one of those days where |
stand here in front of ny coll eagues and in
front of ny fellow mnisters. Today we are
bei ng visited by Reverend Hector Luis Bonano,
who is the president of CONLICO or the
Fel | owshi p of Council Leaders.

And we al so are visited by Cbispo
M guel Alvarez, fromthe Church of God of the
Nort heast; Bishop Erik Sal gado, fromthe
Counci | of Pentecostal, Evangeli cal,

M ssionary Churches, and al so the president of
Radi o Canti co Nuevo.
Radi o Canti co Nuevo neans "new song

radio,” Cantico Nuevo. So get it right,
pl ease.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DI AZ: And al so by
Reverend Luci ano Vargas; Reverend Andy Torres,

who happens to be the president of the
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Associ ation of Hi spanic Mnisters of Queens;
Reverend David Infante, who is the president
of the Association of Mnisters UNITY 98;
Reverend M chael Lopez, Pentecostal Church of
God M 1., Reverend Manuel Castillo, fromthe
Counci |l of Churches Coat of the Al m ghty;
Reverend Ronald Grant, fromthe Enpire Bapti st
Convention; Dr. Joseph Matera, fromthe Chri st
Covenant Coalition; Reverend Dr. Norman
Mackl in, Enpire Baptist Convention; Reverend
M chel Faul kner, fromthe New Horizon Church
of Harlem Reverend Duane Mtl ey, from
New Yor kers for Constitutional Freedom and
Reverend John L. Scott, from St. John's
Bapti st Church.

What is the purpose of this or
makes nme so happy today? Because in the
H spanic community, |adies and gentl enen, we
have many different council of churches, many
di fferent groups: Church of God, Assenbly of
God, Assenbly of Pentecostal Churches. So al
of them have one | eader.

CONLI CO, or the Fell owship of
Council Leaders, is an organization in the

H spani c community that has joi ned together
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all the | eaders of every evangelical group to
formthe group of all the | eaders. And today
they're here, the |leaders. They represent
many churches, many individuals in our
comunity.

By the way, the |eader of the
council of which |I am an ordai ned m nister,
the Church of God, Reverend M guel Alvarez, is
here today. He is ny boss when it cones to
church matters.

So today they're here, and I'm gl ad
and honored to have them here, because this is
the first time that they -- naybe in a |ong
time, they have not been here for a long tine.
But they are to continue com ng, organizing
and fighting and giving the comunity support.

See, in our conmunity, in our
community, all of it, we have many different
prograns, drug addiction prograns, programns
wi thout -- without, |adies and gentlenen --
wi t hout governnment noney. Wthout any penny
fromthe governnent. So when they cone here,
they don't cone here | obbying to get noney for
progr ans.

Because what they do in their
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respective conmunities in our boroughs, in our
city, they create prograns, church-funded
progranms W t hout governnment noney. They
create hones to take | adies out of
prostitution, to take drug addicts out of the
street, to open the door for the honel ess,

wi thout -- without -- governnent noney.

So if in any occasion we tal k about
when crine cones down and the mayor of the
City of New York, he brags about the crines
com ng down, and we have to be glad and we
have to give honor to the New York City Police
Depart nent because they have brought the crine
down. But they never speak, they never talk
about what nen and wonmen |i ke those ones over
there are doing for the conmunity.

Because when the crime conmes down,
go to the South Bronx, go to Harlem go to
Brookl yn, go to different boroughs and you're
goi ng to see how many prograns for drug
addi cts, people that cone fromthe street,
fromout of the crine to beconme good citizens,
out of crine.

Go to the city, find out how nany

progranms and homes for prostitution, for
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ex-prostitutes. Go to the city and find out
and see how many prograns for the honel ess,
wi t hout gover nnment noney.

So when we tal k about contributing
to the city, when we're tal ki ng about
contributing to the well-being of the
community, we have to include the churches.

The Catholic Church has been doi ng
this all their life, and we don't talk about
that because it is well-known what they do.
But the Hi spanic and the Afro-Anerican
evangel i cal churches, they have been doing a
j ob as good or equal as the Catholic Church,
but nobody tal ks about it.

So we praise everyone that
contributes to the well-being of the
community, but those nen over there, | am so
proud of them

And they're here today, and |I'm
glad that they're here so they can see what is
it what | do. And when they go back today,
they will know what is happeni ng here and
what's going on in this prem ses in Al bany.

So, | adies and gentl enen,

M. President -- M. President, thank you very
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much for this opportunity.

And by the way, before | forget,
those nen, they came fromthe Cty of New York
to Albany. | have to thank the | eader of this
chanber and the Mnority Leader of this
chanber, because out of their busy schedul e,
Senator Bruno -- out of his busy schedul e,
Senator Bruno took tinme hinmself to receive
them and to greet them And Senator Mal col m
Smth, out of his busy schedule, also took
time to greet them

It is a shane, if | could say that,
that in the other chanmber the | eader of the
chanmber had no tinme to receive them But when
canpai gns cone and peopl e cone, they want
people to be there.

But | again praise and thank
Senat or Bruno, the |eader of this chanber, and
the Mnority Leader of this chanmber for the
courtesy, the honor to take time out of their
busy schedules -- |I'mrepeating nyself, but |
have to repeat nyself. | want everyone to
know t hat out of their busy schedul e, they
took tine to receive those nen that work so

hard for our community today in their
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chanbers, and to greet them

And the other chanber had no tine.
But the day could cone, |adies and gentl enen,
when |'mpretty sure that the other chanber is
going to have tine too, to take a little space
intheir tinme to receive people like those
men.

So thank you, gentlenen, for being
here today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Diaz.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
resol ution is adopt ed.

And the resolution is open for
cosponsorship. If you do not wish to be a
cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO. M.
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President, | understand there's a substitution
at the desk. Can we do that now?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 12,
Senat or Robach noves to di scharge, fromthe
Committee on Finance, Assenbly Bill Nunber
9387A and substitute it for the identica
Senate Bill Nunber 6779, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 198.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
substitution is so ordered.

Senat or Marcel | ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO: Thank you
M. President.

And with respect to Resol ution
4514, anyone wi shing to cosponsor that
resol ution should notify the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO So
not ed.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, M.
President, may we have the noncontroversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
69, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 6650, an
act to anmend Chapter 729 of the Laws of 1994
relating to affecting the health insurance
benefits.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect May 15, 2008.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
78, by Senator CGol den, Senate Print 6706, an
act to amend the Wirkers' Conpensation Law, in
relation to certain workers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal
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the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
198, substituted earlier by Menber of the
Assenbly Destito, Assenbly Print Nunber 9387A,
an act to amend the Executive Law, in relation
to i ncreasing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
215, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 889, an
act to amend the Labor Law, in relation to
requiring.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56. Nays,
1. Senator DeFrancisco recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
276, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 1527, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
t he unl awful sale.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
278, by Menber of the Assenbly Gunther,
Assenbly Print Nunber 9401, an act to anend
the Education Law, in relation to security
pl ans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in

the sane manner as Chapter 510 of the Laws of

2007.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
285, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 1047A, an
act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering
and Breeding Law, in relation to expenditure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
324, by Senator Vol ker --

SENATOR MARCELLI NO: Lay it aside
for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
327, by Senator Lanza, Senate Print 6825A, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law and
the Executive Law, in relation to requiring.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
390, by Senator Morahan, Senate Print 243, an
act to amend the Executive Law, in relation to
requiring.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
392, by Senator Young, Senate Print 385, an
act to amend the Correction Law, in relation
to aut hori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, Cal
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the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
399, by Senator Nozzolio --

SENATOR MARCELLI NO: Lay it aside
for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
bill is laid aside for the day.

Senator Marcellino, that conpletes
the readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, M.
President, in consultation with the Mnority
Leader, | hand up the following Mnority
comm ttee assignnents and ask that they be
filed in the Journal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
Recei ved and fil ed.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Is there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There

is no further business at the desk, Senator
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Mar cel i no.
SENATOR MARCELLI NO. M.
President, would you recogni ze Senat or

Val esky, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you.

M. President, | believe there's a
notion at the desk. 1'd like to have it

called up at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Val esky, Concurrent Resol ution of the Senate
and Assenbly proposing amendnments to Article 9
of the Constitution, in relation to
prohi bi ti ng unfunded mandat es.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,

M. President.

I"'m sure many menbers here in the
chanber hear on a regular basis fromloca
government officials, school district
of ficials about the inpact that unfunded
mandat es have on their ability to carry out

services and how it hanpers their ability to

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

578

carry out services without often the need to
rai se property taxes and/or sal es taxes.

So the notion that we have before
us this afternoon woul d nove Senate Bill 2201
to the floor for discussion and vote.

Rel atively sinple in concept, it would anend
the Constitution or provide first passage of a
constitutional anmendnent that would amend the
Constitution to prohibit unfunded nandates.

We have crafted it in a careful way
to build in safeguards where that woul d be
necessary. But | think as we continue, and we
know t hat under the | eadership of Chairnman
Suozzi and the Property Tax Cap Conm ssion
that is going about their work -- and we | ook
forward to their recomendations in another
nmonth or two -- that this particular bill at
this particular time is extremely inportant
for us to consider.

We have an opportunity today to do
somet hi ng significant about the probl em of
unfunded nandates on our |ocal governnments and
on our school districts, and therefore, by
extension, on our property tax payers. So

woul d ask all of the nmenbers here today to
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support this notion.

M. President, thank you for the
opportunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Val esky.

Al those Senators in favor of the
petition out of conmttee please signify by
rai sing your hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Adanms, Auberti ne,
Breslin, Connor, Diaz, Duane, Gonzal ez,
Hassel | - Thonpson, Huntl ey, C. Johnson, Klein,
L. Krueger, Montgonery, Parker, Perkins,

Sabi ni, Sanpson, Savi no, Schnei der man,
Serrano, Smith, Stachowski, Stewart-Cousins,
Thonpson and Val esky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
petition is not agreed to.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, M.
President, would you recogni ze Senator Klein,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

580

M. President.

| have a notion at the desk, and |
would |ike to have it called up at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Klein,
Senate Bill Nunber 2257, an act to anmend the
El der Law, in relation to eligibility |evels.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Senat or
Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,

M. President.

This notion would raise the income
eligibility for the EPIC programto $50, 000
for an individual, from $35,000, and to
$75,000 for a married couple, an increase from
$50, 000.

I think we all know that sonetines
in governnent we do get it right, and the EPIC
programis one of those prograns, where senior
citizens can save up to 80 percent on the
price of prescription drugs.

I think everyone al so knows t hat
time and tinme again, senior citizens are

real ly shoul dering the burden for the high
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price of prescription drugs. According to an
anal ysis that | saw recently, nost of the
hi gh-priced prescription drugs are paid by
senior citizens, who disproportionately use
prescription drugs 75 percent of the tine.

One of the things we need to do is,
I think, expand this programto enable nore
senior citizens to take part in the EPIC
program | was around in the Assenbly when we
rai sed the threshold for the EPIC program from
$16, 500 for an individual to the present
| evel. That was a great thing. But | think
we really have to keep up with the tines.

Senior citizens, who actually pay a
| arge share of their incone in prescription
drugs -- even if they're naking $50,000 a year
as an individual, even if they're making
$75,000 a year with a married couple, if
they're paying a | arge share of their incone
in prescription drugs, that's a trenendous
burden for themto have to shoul der.

I did a quick analysis of what the
i npact of expanding the EPIC program the
eligibility, would be. And in the State of

New York we woul d be able to have anot her
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22,700 individuals now eligible for the EPIC
program which they would not be under the
present system

In nmy district, if you just | ook at
West chester County as a whol e and Bronx County
as a whole, in the Bronx we woul d enabl e
anot her 600 individuals to be able to take
part in the EPIC program and in Wstchester
County we woul d have anot her 2,600 seni or
citizens eligible for the EPIC program

Again, with all the talk of the
hi gh price of prescription drugs and our
senior citizens not able to afford these
increases, | think the tine is nowto increase
the eligibility requirenments, the financia
requi renents, and enable nore and nore senior
citizens to save on prescription drug costs.

| thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO Thank
you, Senator Klein.

Al those Senators in favor of the
petition out of conmttee please signify by
rai si ng your hands.

THE SECRETARY: Those Senators in

agreenent are Senators Adanms, Auberti ne,
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Breslin, Connor, Diaz, Duane, Gonzal ez,
Hassel | - Thonpson, Huntley, C. Johnson, Klein,
L. Krueger, Montgonery, Parker, Perkins,

Sabi ni, Sanpson, Savi no, Schnei der man,
Serrano, Smth, Stachowski, Stavisky,

St ewart - Cousi ns, Thonpson and Val esky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO The
petition is not agreed to.

Senat or Marcel | ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, M.
President, again, is there any further
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO There
is no further business.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, | medi atel y
following the session there will be a neeting
of the Senate Majority in the Majority
Conf erence Room Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFO
| medi ately followi ng session there will be a
neeting of the Majority conference in
Room 332.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, And | nove

the Senate stand adjourned until Wdnesday,
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March 5th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GRI FFQO, On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, March 5th, at 11:00 a. m
(Wher eupon, at 4:10 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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