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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

I would ask all present to rise and
recite with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Qur invocation
today will be delivered by Father Peter G
Young, of Mot her Theresa Community right here
i n Al bany.

REVEREND YOUNG Thank you
Thank you. Let us pray.

Dear God, the wi sdomthat You have
i s beyond inmagining, and Your goodness is
boundl ess. Your treasures of course You have
given to us, O Lord, unfailingly.

You have enlightened our mnds to
open up new and better neans of sharing with
each other here in this Senate chanber with
our constituencies, for information, ideas and
aspirations. The discoveries of technol ogy
can be of great assistance to our citizens of
New York State, that they can bring them here

and get Your help in tinmes of need for our
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needed resources and our quality of life.

We pray that You will give grace to
these Senator for their acconplishnents.

Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Fat her
Young.

The readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Sunday, April 22, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday,
April 21, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: The Jour na
st ands approved as read.

Now to the order of business.

Presentation of petitions.

Senat or LaValle.

SENATOR LaVALLE: I was waiting
for notions and resolutions, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: W'l continue
with the order of business.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

And now, Senator LaValle, notions
and resol utions.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
M. President.

Wul d you place a sponsor's star on
Cal endar Number 425, Senate Bill Nunber 3065.

THE PRESI DENT: Senate Bil
Nunber 3065, a star has been placed by the
sponsor. So ordered.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,
M. President.

On page nunber 26 | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 338,
Senate Print Nunber 2969, and ask that said
bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Fuschillo. The anendnents are
recei ved and adopted, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO On behal f of
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Senat or Marcellino, on page nunber 18 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber
106, Senate Print Nunmber 632, and ask that
said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents to
Cal endar Number 106 are received and adopt ed,
the bill will likewise retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO On behal f of
Senat or Trunzo, on page nunmber 31 | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 433,
Senate Print Nunber 2399, and ask that said
bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: Cal endar Numnber
433, the anendnents are received and adopt ed.
The bill will retainits place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO And,
M. President, | nove that the following bills
be di scharged fromtheir respective conmmttees
and be recomm tted with instructions to strike
the enacting clause: Senate Print Nunber

3991, Senate Print Nunber 3992, and Senate
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Print Nunmber 4384.

THE PRESI DENT: So order ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar, pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
wi || conduct the noncontroversial reading of
t he cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
43, by Senator DeFranci sco, Senate Print 788,
an act to amend the Estates, Powers and Trusts

Law, in relation to disposition of property.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
wll read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: And the Secretary
wi || announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 38.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
101, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 2038, an
act to anmend the Wirkers' Conpensation Law, in
relation to including Lynme di sease.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 38.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

193, by Senator Smith, Senate Print 1862, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
facilitating a sexual perfornmance by a child.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 38. Nays,
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1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
194, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 1977A, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to receiving of business records.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 38. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
195, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 2010, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to police officer --

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could | ay
that aside tenporarily.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
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asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
341, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 533, an
act to anmend the Business Corporation Law, in
relation to unauthorized and m sl eadi ng
el ectronic mail .

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
354, by Senator Mrahan, Senate Print 1468, an
act relating to school bus travel on the
Pal i sades Par kway.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Resul ts.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 40.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
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388, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 710, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to the veteran's alternative
exenption.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 40.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

391, by Senator Rath, Senate Print 2966, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to veteran eligibility.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 42.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
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passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
429, by Senator Maltese, Senate Print 3003, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to

student | oans for persons in mlitary service.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act --

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for

t he day, pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
442, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 1882, an
act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering
and Breeding Law, in relation to free passes,
cards or badges.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 42.
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THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could at this tine return to Cal endar
Nunber 195, which was tenporarily laid aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
195, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 2010, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to police officer statenents.

SENATOR DUANE: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could ring the bells now and go to the
controversial reading of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will ring the bell and shortly thereafter wll
conduct the controversial reading of the
cal endar.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

if we could lay aside Cal endar Nunber 195 for

t he day.

THE PRESI DENT: On Cal endar
Nunber 195, the bill is laid aside for the
day.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no
further business, Senator.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you pl ease

recogni ze Senator Val esky.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Val esky.
SENATOR VALESKY: M. President,
| have a notion at the desk. | ask that it be

called up at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Val esky, Senate Print 2201, Concurrent
Resol ution of the Senate and Assenbly
proposi ng anendnents to Article 9 of the
Constitution.

THE PRESI DENT: On the noti on,
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Senat or Val esky.

SENATOR VALESKY: Thank you,
M. President.

Thi s noti on woul d nove Senate Bill
2201 to the floor, and it deals with a
prohi bition on unfunded nmandat es.

I"msure that all of the nmenbers in
t he chanber hear regularly froml oca
government officials about the inpact of
actions taken here in Al bany on their |oca
governments and how that hanstrings their
ability to carry out services and how it often
forces themto raise property and sal es taxes
and ot her means of revenue.

The bill that is before us, or the
notion that would nove the bill before us to
the floor, proposes anendi ng the New York
State Constitution to prohibit unfunded
mandates within reason. It is carefully
crafted to provide for exceptions where
necessary.

It also would create, for the first
time, a council on |ocal mandates. The
council would be enpowered to resol ve any

di sputes that woul d be brought by | oca
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governments about whether a particular lawis
consi dered an unfunded nandate or not.

| think that this would go a | ong
way toward assuring our |ocal governments and,
in turn, our constituents that we here in
Al bany are serious about controlling costs,
maki ng sure that we are taking the actions
necessary to provide services but not
hanperi ng our |ocal governnments and providing
undue hardship on those localities across the
state.

So, M. President, | encourage all
of ny coll eagues to support the notion.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the notion to petition. All those in favor
pl ease rai se their hands.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Adanms, Breslin, D az,
Di | an, Duane, CGonzal ez, Hassel |l - Thonpson,
Huntl ey, C. Johnson, Klein, L. Krueger,

C. Kruger, Montgonery, Cppenheiner, Parker,
Per ki ns, Sabi ni, Sanpson, Schnei der nan,
Serrano, Smth, Savino, Stachowski, Stavisky,

St ewart - Cousi ns, Thonpson and Val esky.
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THE PRESI DENT: The notion is not
agreed to.

"The notion is not agreed to" is a
sentence that ends with a preposition that
will offend nmy 7th-grade English teacher.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If you could
recogni ze Senator Klein.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: Thank you,
Senat or Skel os.

M. President, there's a notion at
the desk, and | would like to have the
opportunity to speak on the said notion at
this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Klein,
Senate Print 2257, an act to anmend the El der
Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: This notion woul d
raise the incone eligibility for the EPIC
programto $50, 000 for an individual, from

$35, 000, and to $75,000 for a married coupl e,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2093

an i ncrease from $50, 000.

I think we all know the success of
the EPIC programin New York State. Sonetines
we do get it right. And the EPIC programis a
programthat's |auded all over the state by
senior citizens, healthcare advocates, as
giving senior citizens the ability to save up
to 80 percent on their prescription drugs.

I think everyone here understands
that the price of prescription drugs is
constantly getting higher and hi gher and
making it nmore and nore difficult for senior
citizens to purchase prescription drugs. W
all know, | think, unfortunately, the horror
stories where sonetinmes seniors have to choose
bet ween buyi ng food, paying rent, and their
hi gh-priced prescription drugs.

The beauty of the EPIC programis
that it also can be used in conjunction with
any other health plan, so it's a very, very
ef fective program

Years ago when we started the EPIC
program one of the problens |I found when
was a nenber of the State Assenbly is then the

inconme | evel was very, very low. It used to
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be $16,500 for an individual. Luckily,
several years ago we raised it to $35,000. |
think we still need to raise it higher.

Al t hough $50, 000 nay seemlike a lot, if
you're a senior citizen living on a fixed

i ncome and paying a | ot of noney for
prescription drugs, that $50,000 doesn't go a
| ong way.

The estimates that ny office | ooked
at in putting together this legislation, if we
expand or increase the incone eligibility,
anot her 22,700 individuals in New York State
woul d be eligible for the EPIC program In ny
district, where |I represent Bronx County and
West chester County, we're tal ki ng about
anot her 600 individuals in the Bronx and
probabl y another 2600 in Wstchester County.
So clearly this is sonething that we need to
do.

And | think the time is nowto
start discussing this. | don't think
everybody knows, but the HCRA programis about
to sunset this year. The HCRA programis
what's used to fund the EPIC program based on

cigarette taxes, based on our tobacco
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settl ement dollars.

So I'm hopeful, even if we don't
pass this as legislation, it's sonething we
can do when we sort of revanp or take another
| ook at the HCRA program

| urge all of ny coll eagues to vote
yes on this notion.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion to
petition, all those in favor please indicate
so by raising their hands.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Adanms, Breslin, D az,

Di | an, Duane, Gonzal ez, Hassel |l - Thonpson,
Huntl ey, C. Johnson, Klein, L. Krueger,
Mont gonery, Qppenhei ner, Parker, Perkins,
Sabi ni, Sanpson, Savi no, Schnei der man,
Serrano, Smth, Stachowski, Stavisky,

St ewart - Cousi ns, Thonpson and Val esky.

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion,
there is no agreenent.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
there being no further business to cone before

the Senate, | nove we stand adj ourned until
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Tuesday, April 24th, at 3:00 p. m

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
adjourn and will reconvene on Tuesday,
April 24th, at 3:00 p.m

Senate is adj ourned.

(Wher eupon, at 3:41 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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