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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
i nvocation today will be given by Pastor
Ernest Fink, City Harvest Church in Al bany.

PASTOR FI NK: Good nor ni ng,
Senators. WII| you bow your head with nme in
prayer.

Lord, we thank You for this
wonder ful day. W thank You for the blessing
that is upon the great Enpire State. And,
Lord, as we nove through this Senate session,
we pray that You would cause wi sdom and
understanding to be part and parcel of what
t hey do today.

We pray Your bl essing upon our
famlies, upon the Governor, upon those who
are involved with the governing of this state.

And we ask this in Your nane. Anen.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO:
Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, January 17, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Sunday,
January 15, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Commttee in the Majority Conference
Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO:

There will be an imedi ate neeting of the
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Rul es Commttee in the Majority Conference
Room

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: M. President,
if we could adopt the Resolution Cal endar at
this time, with the exception of Resol utions
Nunber 3161 and 3244.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. All
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolutions 3161 and
3244, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopted.

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

There's a resolution at the desk by
Senator Paterson. Could we read the title
only, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Pat erson, Legislative Resolution Nunber 3253,
commenorating the 77th birthday of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
paying tribute to his |ife and
acconpl i shnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Fol | owi ng the nornmal procedure of
the Senate, could we pl ease open the
resolution and include all of the nenbers of
t he Senate, unless someone wants to have their
name renoved at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. So

order ed.
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Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

If we could take up Resol ution
Nunber 3161, by Senator Rath, and have the
title read, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Rath,
Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Number 3161,
menori al i zi ng Governor CGeorge E. Pataki to
procl ai m February 3, 2006, as War Red for
Wnen Day in the State of New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: M. President,

coul d we pl ease have all the nenbers added to
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that resolution unless there are objections.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. So
or der ed.

The resolution is open for
cosponsorship. If you do not want to be a

cosponsor, please notify the desk.

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: On the cal endar,
if we could lay aside Cal endar Nunber 31 for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The

bill is laid aside for the day.
SENATOR W\RI GHT: M. President,
we w il tenporarily stand at ease pending the

return of the Rules Committee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT FUSCHI LLO. The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 11:06 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 11:18 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

if we could return to reports of standing
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commttees, there's a report of the Rules

Committee at the desk. | ask that it be read.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,

fromthe Comrittee on Rules, reports the
following bill direct to third reading:
Senate Print 6409, by Senator Skel os, an act
to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Al in
favor of accepting the Rules report say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
report is accepted.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d you pl ease take up the calendar at this
time, noncontroversial.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
36, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 6409, an
act to amend the Correction Law.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a nessage at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Yes,
Senat or Skel os, there is a nessage of
necessity at the desk.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Al in

favor of accepting the nessage of necessity

say aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
nessage i s accepted.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
before we take up the bill, on today's
Resol ution Cal endar, 3134, by Senator Leibell
menori al i zing Governor Pataki to proclaim
February 5 through 11 as Four Chapl ains
Rel i gi ous Enphasis Wek in the State of

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

231

New Yor k, Senator Leibell would like to open
up the resolution for sponsorship.
I f anybody wi shes not to sponsor

the resolution, they should notify the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. All the Senators will be on the
resolution. 1f you choose not to be on the

resol ution, please notify the desk.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go back to notions and
resolutions, there's a Resol ution 3244 by
Senat or DeFrancisco. | ask that it be read in
its entirety.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:

Cal endar Number 36 will be |aid aside.

W return to the order of notions
and resol utions.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
DeFranci sco, Legislative Resol ution Numnber
3244, congratulating the Marcellus Centra
H gh School Mistangs Boys Soccer Team and
Coach Jennifer Giffin upon the occasion of
capturing the 2005 New York State C ass B

Chanpi onshi p.
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"WHEREAS, Excellence and success in
conpetitive sports can be achieved only
t hrough strenuous practice, teamplay and team
spirit, nurtured by dedi cated coachi ng and
strategi c planning; and

"WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition
enhances the noral and physical devel opnent of
t he young people of this state, preparing them
for the future by instilling in themthe val ue
of teamaork, encouraging a standard of healthy
living, inparting a desire for success and
devel opi ng a sense of fair play and
conpetition; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body to recognize and pay tribute
to those young people within the State of
New Yor k who, achieving outstandi ng success in
athletic conpetition, have inspired and
brought pride to their school; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to congratul ate the Marcel |l us
Central Hi gh School Muistangs Boys Soccer Team
and Coach Jennifer Giffin upon the occasion
of earning the 2005 New York State Public H gh

School Athletic Association Class B
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Chanpi onshi p; and

"WHEREAS, This team enjoyed an
out st andi ng season, earning 12 wins, five
| osses and one tie in regular season play.
Their record of acconplishnent is especially
not abl e due to the fact that their schedul e
called for contests with nany state-ranked
teans in both the Cass A and Class B
di vi si ons; and

"WHEREAS, Follow ng their
successful regular season, it was on to
post - season sectional play. |In their quarter
final gane, the Miustangs were on the road and
def eated South Jefferson on their hone field
by a score of 2-1; and

"WHEREAS, It was then on to Rone,
where the Mustangs took on nunber one seed
Sherburne-Earlville in the sectional Class B
semfinal. Marcellus energed with a 4-1
victory that was notable for a hat trick and
therefore three goals scored by Scott
Campbel | ; and

"WHEREAS, WMarcel |l us, having
qualified for the Section Ill final, was

mat ched with Cinton, who sported a record of
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18 wins, no |l osses and one tie, and was
consi dered by nmany the state's best Cass B
team Marcellus took to the field at SUNY
Cortland where they fought for an early | ead
whi ch they never lost. The final score was
Marcellus 4, dinton 2. Marcellus was crowned
Section |1l Cdass B Chanpi on and thereby
earned the right to appear in state regiona
conpetition; and

"WHEREAS, |n regional play,
Marcel lus was first matched with Section |
Chanpi on Chatham The Mustangs will 1ong
remenber this gane not only for its outcone
but for the conditions in which it was pl ayed;
massi ve rain and thunderstorns in and around
Al bany had made for poor field conditions.
Just the sane, Marcellus was able to shut out
Chat ham 4-0; and

"WHEREAS, It was then on to the
regional final in Potsdam agai nst a strong
team from Canton. Wile the Mistangs out shot
Canton 19-4, neither teamwas able to score in
regulation tinme. A dramatic finish foll owed,
with Marcellus scoring a sudden victory goa

in the first overtime period and sealing a 1-0
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victory and thereby earning the right to
appear in the State Class B finals; and
"WHEREAS, The Marcel |l us Boys Soccer
Team advanced to the State Chanpi onshi ps,
whi ch were held at the National Soccer Hall of
Fame in Oneonta. |In the semfinal round, the
Must angs were matched with an aggressive team
from Cold Spring Harbor who scored a quick
goal just 30 seconds into the ganme, forcing
the Mustangs to play from behind until |ess
than a minute remained in the first half when
Marcel | us scored its first goal. Cold Spring
Har bor was next to score in the second half,
but Marcel lus was able to answer tw ce and
take the sem final by a score of 3-2; and
"WHEREAS, Havi ng earned the
di stinction of w nning every post-season gane
to date, the Mustangs took on Spackenkill in
the State Class B final; this acconplished
Hudson Val | ey-area team had assenbl ed a 22 and
1 record; and
"WHEREAS, The two teans pl ayed
wi thout a score until just two m nutes
remai ned on the clock in the first half.

Marcel l us took the ead and in the second hal f
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added to their | ead when they made three nore
goal s whil e hol di ng Spackenkill scoreless.
The gane ended with a score of 4-0. The
Mar cel | us Boys Soccer Team was naned Cl ass B
St at e Chanpi on and returned to Marcel |l us
carrying the school's first ever state
chanpi onship for a boys team and
"WHEREAS, Additional honors were
best owed upon the Marcel |l us Mist angs Boys
Soccer Team when they were chosen to receive
t he Sportsmanshi p Award, which recogni zed
exenpl ary behavi or and sportsmanshi p
denonstrated by players, coaches and fans
during the State Chanpi onship weekend; and
"WHEREAS, No team no matter how
gifted one or even a handful of individuals
may be, can acconplish all that has been
achi eved by the Marcel |l us Boys Mistang Soccer
Team wi t hout exceptional skills teamm de. The
2005 New York State C ass B Chanpi ons had
tal ented team nenbers throughout its player
roster that included |Ian Behm Kyle Bl ackmer,
Chris Borncanp, Scott Canmpbell, Joe Carelli
Bri an Corcoran, Brendan Crow ey, Adam Dagget,
Pat Del aney, Kevin Dool ey, Kyle Duck, Tom
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Forte, Chris Grosso, John Henry Jackson, John
Kermes, Kevin Merriman, Pat R chardson, Al ex
Rouse, Joe Sul livan, Tom Szpak, Dan Wal sh
John Wal sh, Brian Walter, Justin Wite, and
Zack Zbi kowski; and

"WHEREAS, The success of the
Mar cel | us Mustangs can al so be attributed to
the attitude and effort displayed by the
pl ayers who foll owed the technical, tactica
and teamwor k phil osophy of fered by Coach
Jennifer Giffin and Assistant Coach T.J.
Jackson. Further, the team enjoyed the
support of the faithful famlies, school staff
and comunity nenbers who proudly encouraged
this teamto achi eve; and

"WHEREAS, The 2005 Marcel | us
Must angs shared noteworthy attributes off the
field as well as in conpetition, individually
and col lectively. They constantly exhibited
good sportsmanshi p and schol arshi p, thereby
denonstrating to thensel ves and to ot hers that
t hey have a powerful conbination of talent and
character which reflects positively on their
school and their conmunity; now, therefore, be

it
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"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate the Marcellus Central H gh Schoo
Boys Soccer Team and Coach Jennifer Giffin on
their successful season, culmnating with the
New York State Class B Chanpionship title; and
be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the nmenbers of the Marcellus H gh Schoo
Boys Soccer Team and Coach Jennifer Giffin."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Madam
Presi dent, thank you.

We keep bringing chanpions from ny
district into these chanbers, just to nake you
realize that Central New York is the place of
chanpi ons.

But despite all these
acconpl i shnents that you just read, probably
their biggest acconplishnent was getting here,
in view of a long bus ride and getting stuck
in the elevator here in the Capitol. So they

were able to overcone all of those obstacl es,
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not only a ganme where they were inundated with
rain and thunderstorns, they had an overtine
game that they won 1-0, and basically beat
teans that had better records going into the
ganme than they did.

And it just seens to ne that that
shows not only that they're chanpions, but
they are people that have great character and
fortitude to overcone odds that naybe aren't
as good as they could be.

Also, if you listened carefully --
I"m sure everyone listened carefully to the
resolution -- that this boys soccer team
happens to have a coach by the nane of
Jennifer. And Jennifer Giffin is the coach
of a nmale soccer team which is quite unusual,
| think, in this state. But it's not going to
be as unusual in the future, in view of the
fact that the success she's been able to
acconplish with these young nmen is going to be
known t hroughout the state now that they're
here to be recogni zed.

So congratul ations. You're going
to enjoy this the rest of your life. Sporting

activities that you' re involved with and great
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teans that you're involved with, you're going
to be tal king about this till you're an old
man |ike | am

So enjoy it and enjoy the
friendships that you' ve earned and enjoy being
cal | ed chanpi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
guestion is on Resolution 3244. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you cal

up Cal endar Nunber 36, noncontroversial, at

this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
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36, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 6409, an
act to anmend the Correction Law.
SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Expl anati on.
SENATOR SKELOGS: Senat or
Mont gonery, you asked for an expl anation?
Madam President, this bill wll
i ncrease the duration of registration for
Level 1 sex offenders from 10 years to
20 years. Al Level 2 and 3 sex offenders
will be required to register for life. After
30 years of registration, Level 2 sex
of fenders may nake application to the court to
be relieved of their duty to register.
The action that we're taking today
i s based upon the work of a joint conference
committee. And | want to thank Assenbl ynan
Jeff Aubry for the good work that he did,
wor ki ng through the weekend to see that this
conprom se and agreenent is before the fl oor
t oday, before the nmenbers today to vote on
If we do not act today, on Saturday
informati on about 168 convicted sex of fenders
will be automatically renoved fromthe sex
of fender registry, by the end of the nonth 226

sex offenders woul d escape Megan's Law, and by
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the end of the year 3,579 convicted sex
of fenders wi Il be unknown.

So that is the reason why we're
acting today. And | certainly thank all ny
col | eagues who served on the joint conference
committee for their good work. And it truly
is an indication that if we work together,
much can be acconpli shed.

Today we are dealing strictly with
registration. And if we continue to work in a
nonparti san way and the Assenbly agrees to
future conference conmittees, we will deal
with issues such as elimnating the statute of
limtations for rape and ot her sexual offenses
whi ch has passed this house; civil conmtnent,
whi ch passed yesterday in this house;
mandat ory comrunity notification, which has
passed this house on nunmerous occasi ons; enai
notification, which has passed this house on
nuner ous occasi ons; GPS tracki ng and ot her
i nportant |egislations that will protect
children and fam lies from dangerous sex
of f enders.

| point out that none of these

ot her pieces of legislation that |'ve
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di scussed were part of the joint conference
commttee's action. As Assenbl yman Aubry
nment i oned when questioned by Senator Klein,
those i ssues were not before the joint
conference commttee and certainly the only

i ssues we could deal with was registration and

the limt or the termof registration.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

Thank you, Senator Skel os, for that
expl anat i on.

I"m | ooking at the |egislation,
Madam President, and | just would like to nake
a coupl e of observations and express --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Mont gonery, on the bill.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: On the bill.

| note that | believe under the
current statute that is expiring vis-a-vis
this legislation, or that is being changed,
extended, the Level 1 offenders, who are,

according to the definition here, the people
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who are -- who have not been designated a
sexual predator or a sexually violent offender
or a predicate sex offender -- those Level 1s
woul d be going off of the requirenent for
registration. But under this bill, they wll
remain for 20 years.

The original bill said that they
were there for 10 years. So we're extending
it for 10 nore years with the option of any
further extensions in 10 years. Probably we
won't be here, but there will be another
group, |'msure.

So that we're now including Level 1
of fenders. And based on the definition here,
peopl e who are not likely to offend again,
people who are really mininmally charged for
the | east of fense are now going to be required
to register for 20 years.

I want to register the same concern
that | have had. The crinmes for which an
i ndi vidual nay be required to register as a
Level 1 sex offender are oftentines very
mnimal offenses. And | think that's very
clear as it's defined in the |egislation

itself. So we did not intend for Level 1
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offenders to be treated the sane as Level 2

of fenders, who are apparently extrenely
violent and we all want to see put away --
and, as people voted in the chanber yesterday,
for life.

We're calling for these incredibly
strict policies which could ruin a young
person's |ife because they may have had a
yout hful indi scretion by forcing them
requiring themto be a part of this registry
for 20 years.

And so | think that that is an
extrene neasure. Even though they may be
charged and sentenced for a shorter period,
they could essentially still be or would be
required to remain in the registry.

| have concerns about what happens
to these young people for the next 20 years in
terms of the kinds of jobs they can get. They
can't be a teacher, they can't be a youth
counsel or, they can't be a social worker.
There are any nunber of areas where, if you're
part of a sex offense registry, you are not
going to be eligible to be hired and to work.

So that there are nany issues and
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guestions around that, whether or not we
should have themin. Certainly |I don't think
so. | think, for me personally, |I've had

per sonal experiences where people were part of
the child abuse registry even though it was
unf ounded. This person was working at a
daycare center, and she |ost her job. Wy?
Because she was in the registry, could not
have her nane renoved.

So there are clearly issues rel ated
to having a person who has a yout hf ul
i ndi scretion in particular or who has the nost
m nor of fense charged and still having to
remain in the registry. |I'monly talking
about Level 1s, where we have specifically
defined in the legislation that these are the
| east-1ikely repeat offenders.

And so | amgoing to continue to
vote no on this legislation, not because | do
not want to see predator sex offenders treated
as we all believe they should be treated,
severely, but | think that for Level 1
of fenders, we shoul d have anot her way of
approaching this issue. They should not be

required to spend another 20 years. In this
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case, sone of them who would be going off,
they will spend another 10 years on and
possi bly even | onger.

So, Madam President, | continue to
obj ect and vote no on this |egislation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Montgonery.

Senat or DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. You know,
I"d like to talk very briefly on the nerits
but nostly on the procedure.

First of all, on the merits, it's
i mportant that we got this bill done before
many sex of fenders woul d be taken off the
registry. The best way we can hel p parents
and the best way we can help the comunity
protect against sex offenders is to nake sure
we know where they are and who is at risk.
And | think it's inportant, it's extrenely
i nportant that we got this done.

As inportant is the fact that this,
in ny menory, is the earliest we've ever had a
conference cormmittee on a substantial piece of
| egislation that resulted in a bill acceptable

to both houses. And that's very significant,
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because it shows that if people are willing to
engage on the issue and be willing to talk
publicly about the issue and honestly about
their positions, differences can be resolved
relatively quickly.

And I'd Iike to echo what Senator
Skel os said, and that is we should definitely
get together with the Assenbly after the
Assenbly passes their legislation -- hopefully
sooner than later -- on civil conmtnment and
many ot her issues dealing with sexua
predators and people that woul d make our
community at risk. It works. W just need
good faith on both sides for each side to
stake out their positions in |legislation and
conprom se can take pl ace.

So | want to congratul ate Senator
Skel os and actually both houses for
participating in these joint conference
commttees so quickly and getting sonething
done so inportant to our conmunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator DeFranci sco.

Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NQzzOLI O Thank you,
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Madam President. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Nozzolio, on the bill

SENATOR NQzZZCLI O Madam
President, | wish to echo the cormments of ny
col | eagues Senat or Skel os and Senator
DeFranci sco i n acknow edgi ng how expeditious
this review has crystallized in the early
weeks of the |egislative session. Through the
vehicle of the joint conference conmmittee, we
have been able to resol ve differences which
exi sted with our version of |egislation and
the Assenbly's version

But et me take a nonent to go back
to chronicle some of the Senate's efforts on
this inportant issue.

The Senate Crine Victinms, Crinme and
Corrections Commttee, in consultation with
Senat or Bruno and Deputy Majority Leader
Skel os, decided | ast year that this was a very
high priority issue for the Senate conference.
W | ooked at how, on the tenth anniversary of
Megan's Law, we coul d update the | aw,
noderni ze it, expand its provisions and, as a

result, protect nore children.
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That review |l ed to our conference
and the Senate Crine Victins, Crinme and
Corrections Conmittee to take a total review
of the issue in public hearings. W invited
advocates in many areas to review this
proposal, to review the current Megan's Law
and to see how we could nmake it a better |aw
and protect nore children.

The revi ew was extensive. W
invited |l aw enforcement officials, educators,
community advocates. And | want to thank
particularly those pren er advocates who
hel ped us so nmuch in the redraft of Megan's
Law. And we're going to be seeing nore of the
results of their input occur in additiona
| egislation as it devel ops this year.

But Maureen Kanka, Megan Kanka's
not her, the nother of the young girl for who
this law i s named, Maureen Kanka was our
witness in Albany and led the review. W took
i nput fromher, we thanked her for her help
10 years ago in pushing New York into
devel oping this lawin the first place.

But we want to thank Maureen Kanka

for her steadfast support, her steadfast
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| eadershi p, and her conmitnent to this very
i mportant issue.

In New York City we heard from Mark
Lunsford. [|'ve nmentioned Mark's participation
to you on a nunber of occasions, but | think
it bears repeating. Mark Lunsford is a truck
driver. Mark Lunsford is not
col | ege-educated. Mark Lunsford is a
bl ue-collar, salt of the earth kind of guy who
was thrust upon this forum because of his
significant and deep grief at the [oss of his
daughter by a sex predator.

| daresay the testinony from Mark
Lunsford was the nost conpelling | have ever
heard. He, by far, showed us the way that we
needed to pursue Megan's Law reform we needed
to ensure that those sex predators do not fal
off the review of Megan's Law and the Megan's
Law notification process, and that we continue
to press for additional |aws to protect
chi I dren.

If those | aws had existed in the
state of Florida, Mark Lunsford firmy
bel i eves that his daughter would still be

alive. That's why the State of Florida
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changed their | aws al nost overnight in
reaction to the great advocacy that he's given
because of the horrific tragedy he had to
experi ence.

To Mark Lunsford | say thank you,
and we need to build upon what we've done here
today to ensure that the victins and victins'
famlies do not have to go through what they
had to go through as the result of sex
predat ors.

Lastly, we need to thank the
victinms thensel ves who testified at our Long
I sl and hearing. W had a very dramatic
heari ng occur where there were young peopl e
who, with their counselors, in closed session,
di scussed the particular victimzation that
occurred to them

To those young peopl e we say thank
you for your courage and thank you for hel ping
us understand that protection of children and
prevention of victinms fromoccurring in the
first place should be the primary notive of
this Legislature each and every day.

Getting it done is what this action

was all about. It shows that the conference
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commttee process does work. It shows when
there's a commtnent, as we have comm tnents
to make to protect victins, that the result
can occur.

And, Madam President, | want to
t hank ny col | eagues who participated in our
hearings. | want to thank our |eader, Dean
Skel os, for not only his participation in our
heari ngs but his | eadership on the conference
commttee that brought this result to us
t oday.

Thank you very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Nozzoli o.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| rise in support of this bill. |
don't think there's anything that we'll do
this year that has a greater support and
concern anong the general public. It's a
nati onal concern.

And, you know, a few years ago we
were wongfully accused of being a

dysfunctional legislature. | think this is a
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good exanple of how this Legislature functions
wi th di spatch when they have to.

And | want to say that the
conference commttee really deserves to be
appl auded, because it's very recent and it is
nostly the people in this body right now that
have established these conference commttees.
| served on the very first one that took
place -- not for anything that greatly
significant, but it was the first, on the
55-m | e-an-hour speed limt on the Thruway,
whi ch everybody was glad to see rai sed.

But anyway, this is a great piece
of legislation. Senator Skelos, | applaud you
for making this happen. Seldom have | seen,
in all the years that |'ve been here,
sonet hi ng that has worked so well and so
rapidly and has really been appreciated by the
general public out there.

You know, it is said that some of
these predators, they have victim zed children
a hundred tines before they have been caught.
And it is really necessary that we know who
they are, where they are. And this is a great

pi ece of |egislation, and | applaud ny
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col | eagues for supporting it and getting it
done early in our session. And | think it's a
credit to this house and to the Assenbly. And
I"msure that the Governor is going to be
signing this with dispatch al so.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Farl ey.

Senat or Marcel | ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Il would like to also extend ny
thanks to nmy col |l eague Senator Skelos. |It's
been a | ong overdue job for him but he's
wor ked very hard at this |egislation and he
deserves a lot of credit for keeping it on the
front burner and naking it actually work. And
as the chair of the conference committee, it's
a great thing to see it go ahead.

| like to boil these things down to
somet hing very, very local: Wat would the
i npact be in nmy Senate district if this bil
did not pass and if this extension didn't
pass? Senator, that would be 241 sex

predators woul d di sappear from our view, 241
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in nmy Senate district alone.

| urge each and every one of you,
go back, look at the statistics and | ook at
the nunbers in your Senate districts. Look at
t he nunbers. Break them down and then see
what you' ve protected your citizenry and your
constituents agai nst.

Two hundred forty-one people woul d
have di sappeared. W woul dn't know where they
are, we wouldn't know where they were going,
we woul dn't know where they're noving, we
woul dn't know t he kind of enploynent,
enpl oyers woul d not know who they were and
what their backgrounds were when they did
checks.

This bill protects everybody. It
protects everybody. And | tell you, as a
soon-to-be grandparent, | will rest a |ot
easier that we have this bill in law and this
extension in law to protect mny grandchild.

And | want to protect all of your children and
grandchildren so that we nake sure that in the
future there is no problem we don't have any

nore Megan Kankas out there that we cannot

sol ve and we cannot deal with.
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This is a nust. This piece of
| egi sl ati on shoul d pass this house
unani nously. It should pass unani nously.
This is a no-brainer on the issue, and we
shoul d be | ooking forward to the future on
this and get this bill into |law so we can keep
protecting our children and our grandchil dren.
This is a nust.

And agai n, thank you, Senator
Skel os, for taking |leadership on this. You
deserve a lot of credit for it. And for
everyone who paid any attention and hel ped out
in this process to bring it to the fore and to
make it work, | give you kudos and a | ot of
congratul ati ons.

I look forward, as Senator Skel os
said, to going to other issues that we've
tal ked about and other concerns that are
currently being held up. And I'd like to see
themcone to fruition as well. [|f conference
commttees are the way to go, let's do it and
let's do it soon.

Thank you, and | will be voting
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
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you, Senator Marcellino.

Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

This is a great victory here today.
It's a victory for the children, for parents
in New YorKk.

And | too want to offer ny
congratul ati ons to Senator Skel os, Senator
Nozzol i o, Senator Vol ker, ny coll eague from
Western New York who worked very hard on
getting this final agreenent.

Madam President, this is a day of
toget herness. And this conference conmittee
syst em wor ked, and Senat or DeFranci sco poi nted
out how early it was. And that's really what
we shoul d be concentrating on today.

But | think that the advocates and
the news nedia are very well aware of what
goes on here in Al bany today, as they should
be, and hold us accountable for that. It's
pai nful l y obvi ous, |ooking at this piece of
| egi sl ati on and | ooking at the original Senate
bill and the original Assenbly bill, which

house noved over to the other house's
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position. This bill contains probably 90,
95 percent of what the original Senate bill
had in it.

And the reason that happened, the
reason for the novenent in the other house was
because of the public pressure from advocates
| i ke Maureen Kanka and Mark Lunsford and sone
of the other individuals that Senator Skel os
brought up here to appear and to keep that
pressure on.

But we should al so renenber that
this is only one step, one very inportant
first step. There are two other major steps
that we have yet to take, and that's civi
comm t ment and 24-hour nonitoring. Little
Jessica Lunsford may be alive today if the
State of Florida had had 24-hour nonitoring,
whi ch can be done rel atively inexpensively and
unobtrusively to those individuals who woul d
require it.

So we still have two nore steps to
take. And the sane novenent, the sanme public
pressure that brought us to this nonent here
today is going to acconplish those other two

steps of civil comm tnent and 24-hour
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nonitoring. That's comng. Let's hope, for
the sake of the children of the state of
New York, that it happens tonorrow.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Mazi arz.

Senat or Kl ei n.

SENATOR KLEI N: On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Senator Klein, on the bill

SENATOR KLEI N: | want to thank
Senat or Skel os for his hard work over the
years in bringing this bill to the floor
t oday.

But | sort of have m xed feelings.
| sort of understand the inportance of not
letting this inportant |aw sunset, and | think
what we're doing here today is inportant, but
| clearly do not believe that we should be
resting on our laurels. There's a lot to be
done.

| said yesterday when we di scussed
civil confinement that that really is the way

to go. If we want to do sonmething to make
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sure that our famlies are safe from dangerous
sexual predators, | think civil confinenent is
what we need to do.

| really believe, in |ooking at
Megan's Law over the last ten years, that it's
nerely a Band-Ai d approach, that it's not
working as well as it should, according to a
study that nmy office did. W |ooked at over
250 zip codes which make up New York City and
West chester County, and we found, on average,
there's seven Level 3 sexual predators |iving
in each of those zip codes. Seven. And |I'm
not tal king about certain areas in the city,
I"mtal ki ng about spread throughout New York
City, in very upper-inconme nei ghborhoods,
| ow i ncome nei ghborhoods. It really runs the
ganut .

And what I'mfinding time and tine
agai n, that we need a mandatory requirenent as
far as notification is concerned. W're
finding, especially in the Cty of New York,
| ocal precincts are not notifying the
community when a dangerous Level 3 sexua
predator noves into their community. That's a

probl em
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| have many cases within my own
Senate district where soneti mes we have
Level 3 sexual predators, two, three noving
i nto one neighborhood in a week -- near a
school, near a daycare center, really in an
area that is very nuch frequented by chil dren.

And | think what's happened here
is, and I think we're able to |look at this
over the last ten years, we've given far too
much authority to local |aw enforcenent. |It's
very clear when you read the law that |oca
| aw enforcenent may notify the community. |
think we need to nake it mandatory.

And sonet hing that |'ve been
pushing for a couple of nonths nowis
something that | think will go a | ong way
t owar ds nmaki ng sure our conmunities know who's
living next door to them and | think that's
email notification. | really believe that
that's the way to go. | think people need to
know i nstantly when a Level 3 sexual predator
noves into their comunity.

And | think -- and I'm gl ad Senat or
Skel os said this -- I'mlooking forward for

nore neetings of the conference comittee.
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Because as | said, our work here is not done.
There's very nmuch that we need to do.

And | think it beconmes even sort of
a catch-22. | think we need a stronger
Megan's Law now before we actual ly pass civi
confinenent. And if we pass civil confinenent
before Megan's Law, | guess it's not as
inmportant. So | think unfortunately our work
is not done here today. There's very nuch
nore to do.

| vote yes on this |egislation, but
I ook forward to working and reconvening the
conference committee, shedding nore |ight on
this issue. And | think the result will make
our famlies in the state of New York nuch
safer.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Klein.

Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| congratul ate both the Assenbly,
the Senate, and the Governor for com ng

t oget her today on Megan's Law. Megan's Law i s
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an i nmportant aspect, | believe, here in this
state that will help save children and give
famlies confidence that the State of New York
is doing the right thing.

I cone from Ki ngs County, Brooklyn.
| have the | argest nunber of offenders, 1619
living in Brooklyn alone, 3500 in the city,
and somewhere in the category of 22,000 across
the state. Those are pretty big nunbers.

And we believe this is the right
thing to do. And | appl aud Senat or Skel os and
his | eadership on this issue and the Assenbly.
And | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Gol den.

Senat or Al esi .

SENATOR ALESI : Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

I was just tal king with Senat or
Skel os and asked himhow | ong ago it was that
| first met himand when | first cane to the
Senate. | knew himfrom before, because when
I was in the Assenbly | recognized himas the

person who sponsored this bill when | was in
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the Assenbly, and | renenber the day that he
came over to the Assenbly floor waiting for
action on the Assenbly and then Assenbl ynan
Dan Fel dman passed this bill.

And we all owe both of those
gentl emen a great deal of credit, especially
t oday, know ng that Senator Skel os has been
the driving force in bringing this to a
conference committee because the Assenbly was
so reluctant to do the legislation that we see
bef ore us.

It does a couple of other things,

t hough. It speaks to the value of conference
committees and debating and working out issues
in open public. But far nore inportant than
that, it extends protection. By extending
Megan' s Law and strengthening Megan's Law, it
extends protection to our famlies and our
chi | dren.

And we may never know the
guantitative value of that as far as
prevention is concerned. But for nme and for
all of us here, we will know that Senator
Skel os was the prine force in offering that

protection for decades and decades to cone for
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our children and our famlies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Al esi.

Is there any other Senator w shing
to be heard?

The debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Mont gonery, to explain her vote.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Yes, Madam
President, to explain ny vote.

This is really a very sad nonent
for ne, because | see, once again, it's
overkill. It's how we deal with every issue.
Every tinme there is an incident and it becones
part of the nedia hype, it's blown up
al together, and we just use that as an
opportunity, as a platformto go after every

si ngl e possi bl e person.
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And we can't seemto cone to grips
with the fact that in this state it is very,
very inportant to consider all of the
aspects -- the geography, the socia
condi tions, the environnent, everything that
is inmportant to how people are able to
function and how t hey behave and what happens.

And let's try to | ook beyond
puni shment for once. | beg you, |I beg ny
col | eagues, let's use sonme ot her ways of
addr essing sonme of the issues that conme before
us.

So I"'mvoting no on this because |
think it is extrene, Madam President, and
there is nothing here that attenpts to address
the problem especially in an
early-intervention way. Sending Level 1s into
purgatory, in ny opinion, is not an answer to
the problemor the issue. And we're going to
puni sh a | ot of especially young people who we
know are going to be caught in this situation.

So I"'mvoting no, and I'm
absol utely very, very di sappointed that we've
come to an agreenent which really does not

necessarily address the issue but wll
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penalize. And | am di sappointed in ny
col | eagues in the other house, the Denocrats
over there, |I'mdisappointed in the one who
| ed this, because it should not include Level
1 young peopl e.

So I'mvoting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Senator Montgonmery will be recorded in
t he negati ve.

Senat or Vol ker, to explain his

vot e.

SENATOR VOLKER: Madam Pr esi dent,
very quickly.

Senat or Mont gonery, you know | have
great respect for you. But all | can say is

you are totally wong.

I"mgoing to vote yes, but | have
to tell you this. There's an argunent --
there was an argunent ten years ago that naybe
this wasn't a good idea. That is one of the
reasons why | was a little reluctant. But
"Il tell you sonmething. Yeah, we can worry
about young people and we can worry about
young of fenders, but it seenms to ne we shoul d

worry nore about young victins.
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The problem here is -- yeah, this
isn'"t the answer. Senator Skelos wll tel
you this is not the answer. But it's a mjor
step. Wiat has occurred in this country, we
are now recogni zi ng how serious this problem
is. And to the credit of the Assenbly, they
recogni ze it too.

And al t hough there are politica
people in New York City and in Buffalo and so
forth who still want to put their head in the
sand on the issue of sexual abuse, Senator
Skel os and a | ot of other people realize we
can't do that.

This is a nove in the right
direction. 1It's a nove forward. |If there
shoul d be sone abuses, we'll deal with those.

But this is inportant, along with civil

comm tment and along with other things -- and
"Il predict to you civil conmitment will pass
this year, a version. And we'll have it

ready.

But | want to congratul ate Senator
Skel os for this day because it's been a tine
comng. But as |I've said to nany people,

knew the Assenbly in the end would do the

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

270

right thing, and they have.

| vote aye.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Senator Vol ker will be recorded in the

affirmative.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: To
expl ai n your vote.

SENATOR SKELOGS: Senat or
Mont gonery, some of the issues that you' ve
rai sed, quite frankly the federal governnent
at sone point was probably going to dictate to
the state what we shoul d be doi ng.

On the bill that is presently
novi ng t hrough the House of Representatives,
there would be lifetinme registration for
Nunber 3, Level 3, 30 years for Number 2, and
20 years for Number 1. So it's ny belief --
al though I think even wi thout the federa
government we should be doing it -- Level 1s
woul d have to register for 20 years.

Senator Kl ein nentioned how Megan's

Law has not work as well as it should when we
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enacted it 10 years ago. | would point out to
Senator Klein that when he served in the
majority in the Assenbly that we've probably
sent over there 70, 80, 90 bills inproving
Megan's Law, to make it even nore responsive,
and yet no action was taken by the Assenbly
majority at that tinme.

Much to be done. W are going to
conti nue our conference. | hope you join us
to press the Assenbly majority to take up
bills such as GPS tracking, enai
notification, mandatory conmunity
notification, all sex offenders on the
Internet, and many other bills. Last year
there were probably 30 bills that passed this
house, nobst of them on one day, that the
Assenbly Denocrat majority refused to bring
up.

And again, |'d hate to nunber them
if I go back 10 years -- and part of that tine
when Senator Klein was in the Assenbly
majority -- how many bills we sent and sent
over there that were totally ignored by the
Assenbly majority.

So we will continue to press them
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And | believe we are going have a very, very
productive year in reformng Megan's Law and
maki ng sex of fenders accountable for their
acts and accountable to the public. And our
priority will always be protecting our
children and | aw abiding citizens.

I"mgoing to vote yes on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Skelos will be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam President. Very briefly.

| am al so going to support this
bill, and I comrend everyone for trying to
work on this extrenmely difficult problem

| do urge ny colleagues that the
way for us to get the business of the people
of the state done, the way for us to actually
prevent sexual abuse in the future and prevent
victim zation is not to drop back into the
ordi nary Al bany node of finger-pointing.

What we have to do is find areas
where we can agree. | agree with all ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle that

this is a good exanple of the use of the
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conference cormmittee system W shoul d have

mandat ory conference commttees. That's

sonmet hing that we've been calling for

But

I woul d al so suggest that

havi ng sex offenders on a registry w thout

requi renents of notification, wthout

provisions for treatnent, provides in a

certain sense a false hope. This is a snal

step, and | realize it's very significant

because of how difficult it has been to

achi eve for those who have been fighting for

it. But there
And

is nuch nore we can do.

Senat or Mont gonery and ot hers

who argue for other nodalities and ot her

approaches are

as serious about preventing sex

abuse and victim zation as anyone here, and |

hope that their views will be respected.
Look, in other states -- Texas has
mandatory outpatient civil conmtnment. |If

Texas can be nore aggressive with treatnent,

whi ch has been
of f enders, why
think this was

somet hi ng ni ce

proven to work for sex
are we | agging behind -- and |
actually -- | hate to say

about him this was instituted

when the president was the governor.
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But we should all be open-nm nded to
| ook wherever it is to solve this problem
Notification by email, as Senator Klein has
been pushi ng, sex abuse hotlines, required
training for professionals, nore researches
for parents -- these are all part of the
picture. Let's focus on what works to protect
our children and our famlies and our
constituents, and let's continue with
successes |ike this and not, you know --
whosever idea it was first, it only works for
all the citizens of the state when we all
agree. Let's keep doing the conference
commttees and let's respect each other's
poi nt of view.

| vote yes, and | hope that Senator
Skelos is right, that we will have a
productive year on these issues. And
certainly there's enough credit to go around
for everyone involved, and | know this is an
i mportant issue to himand it's been for a
| ong tine.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank

you. Senator Schneiderman will be recorded in
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the affirmative.

Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you, Madam
President. To explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: To
expl ai n your vote, Senator D az.

SENATOR DI AZ: | heard ny
col | eague Senator Montgonery expl ai ni ng her
worries. And this norning | saw a program on
TV, and | saw Senat or Skel os painting us
Denocrats as in the pocket of pedophiles and
in the pocket of child nol esters.

And | want people to know that
Senat or Montgonery's feelings are not to be
taken in the wong way. |'mvoting yes for
this bill, but we have to take into
consideration what it is Senator Montgonery is
trying to say.

But the other side, the Republicans
al ways take those feelings or those conments
to paint us Denocrats as agai nst whatever --
agai nst the conmunity or for being in favor of
child nolesters or being in favor of
pedophi | es.

So even though |I'mvoting yes on
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this bill, and the bill has its nerits, we
still -- I"mstill saying that the feelings
and the worries that Senator Montgonery is
expressing are not to be taken lightly and not
to be confused by himtrying to say that us
Denocrats are in favor of pedophiles and
agai nst the protection and the safety of our
chi I dren.

So with that, Madam President, |I'm

voting yes on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Diaz will be recorded in the affirmative.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in

t he negative on Cal endar Number 36: Senat or
Mont gonery.

Those Senators absent from voting:
Senat ors Johnson and Trunzo.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there any
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ot her business at the desk at this tine?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: No,
there is not.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There bei ng no
further business, | nove we stand adj ourned
until Monday, January 23rd, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being |egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. On notion, the Senate stands adjourned
until Monday, January 23rd, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being |egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:13 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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