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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with me, once again, the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: We are privileged
to have with us today, to give the invocation
Bi shop Howard Hubbar d.

Bl SHOP HUBBARD: Let us pray.

O faithful and eternal God, at the
begi nni ng of another year we pray that in this
new year Your guidance will assist al
gat hered here for the 2006 openi ng session of
the New York State Senate.

In our world today, torn by
conflict, terrorism the threat of war, rising
unenpl oynment, staggering budget deficits, and
the frustrations of dealing with difficulties
that need Your wi sdomto solve, together we
seek Your guidance and insight on how best to
neet the needs of these unsettled tines.

Enabl e our Senators, O God, to
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carry out their solem responsibilities using
their talents and diverse gifts towards
securing peace and justice for all people in
our Enpire State.

In today's world, where tension
bet ween nations, religious traditions, and
i deol ogi es threaten to unl eash whol esal e
tragedy on our planet, we need the courage and
conpassion to right these wongs and to
all eviate the sufferings of those oppressed
and burdened by the depravity and indignities
that prejudice, greed, and inequality can
engender .

In a society of limted resources,
to address the education, health, human
service and public safety needs of our
citizens we need the vision and wi sdomto
devel op policies and to set budgetary
priorities which are in accord with the
principles of distributive justice and which
ensure that the needs of the nost vul nerable,
power | ess and voi cel ess are net.

You have promi sed that if we seek
You, O Lord, with a sincere conscience and

firmdesire to i nprove the human conditi on,
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Your strength and divi ne gui dance wl |

enl i ghten and t hus enabl e us,

prevail over evil

in the end, to

and injustice.

We trust in Your prom se,

O Cod,

and ask You to strengthen the nenbers of the

New York State Senate to help bring Your

divine plan to its fulfill nment.

And for all this we pray,

as

al ways, in Your sacred nane, You who live and

rei gn both now and forever and ever.

Anen.
THE PRESI DENT

The Secretary

will call the roll to ascertain a qguorum

THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BALBON
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BRESLI N:
THE SECRETARY:

Senat or

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

(Senator Bruno was marked

Al esi .

Andr ews.

Bal boni .

Bonaci c.

Breslin.

Br uno.

as
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present.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Connor.
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

DeFr anci sco.

excused.

Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senator Diaz.
SENATOR DI AZ: Aqui .

THE SECRETARY: Senator Dil an,

Senat or Duane, excused.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fl anagan.
SENATOR FLANAGAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Col den.
SENATOR GCOLDEN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Conzal ez.
SENATOR GONZALEZ: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hannon.
SENATOR HANNON: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

Hassel | - Thonpson.

Kr ueger.

Kruger.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Her e.

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JOHNSON:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY:

Senat or Johnson.
Her e.

Senat or Kl ei n.

Senat or L.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR C. KRUGER:

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LARKI N:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LaVALLE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LEI BELL:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LI BOUS:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LI TTLE
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR MALTESE:
THE SECRETARY:

Senat or C.

Present.
Senat or Larki n.
Her e.
Senat or LaVall e.
Present.
Senat or Lei bel I .
Her e.
Senat or Li bous.
Her e.
Senator Little.
Her e.
Senat or Mal t ese.
Present.

Senat or
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Mar cel i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mar chi
SENATOR MARCHI : Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mazi ar z.
SENATOR MAZ| ARZ: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mei er.
SENATOR MEI ER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Mont gonery.

(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mor ahan.
SENATOR MORAHAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Nozzoli o.
SENATOR NOZZOLI O Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Onor at o,

excused.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Padavan.
SENATOR PADAVAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Par ker.
SENATOR PARKER: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Pat erson.
SENATOR PATERSON: Her e.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senator Bruno, a
quorumis present.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
President. Can we proceed with the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: Presentation of
petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

The chair hands down a
communi cation from Governor. The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: “Dear Madam
Presi dent:

"I woul d appreciate the privilege
of appearing before your Honorable Bodies in
Joint Session on January 4, 2006 at 1:00 p.m
or as soon thereafter as may be convenient to
personal |y deliver nmy Annual Message to the
Legi sl ature.

"Sincerely, George E. Pataki."

THE PRESI DENT: To be filed in
t he Journal .

I want to wel cone everyone back to
Al bany. | hope that all of you and your

famlies had a wonderful holiday season.
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During the past seven years, it's
been ny great pleasure to get to know all of
you and to work with you. Thanks to the
tremendous | eadership of the Majority Leader,
Senat or Bruno, and the cooperation of Senator
Pat erson and, before him Senator Connor, |'ve
seen how well we work together as a group
t hrough the sessions, and |I'm confident that
we will continue that spirit of bipartisan
cooperation during this session.

We have nmany chal | enges ahead. And
I know that we can neet those chall enges and
will meet those chall enges and have a very
productive, successful session that will make
us all proud to live in the greatest state in
t he nation.

Thank you for your cooperation with
me as President of the Senate, and | w sh al
of you and your famlies a very happy and safe
new year.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And a very happy new year to you

and to all who are here in the chanber and can
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hear us.

| just wanted to wel cone everyone
back to Al bany. | don't know what we're
wel com ng each other back for; we were here
two weeks ago, we were here four weeks before
that. But maybe we'll just pretend that we
had a | onger tinme off than we actually did.

During that time, | noticed that
Senator Bruno cane out with an interesting
proposal to enhance the STAR program by what
woul d be 75 percent for individuals who are
eligible and are suffering, really, fromthe
hi gh property taxes that contribute to
educati on.

Al so, | understand that Senator
Bonacic is tal ki ng about a proposal perhaps to
repl ace what woul d be the property tax with a
certain formof income tax in order to
acconpl i sh that.

On this side of the aisle, we want
to advise that the $2 billion surplus that
we' re hearing discussed really is something
that, when factored into our current debt,
woul d be applied directly -- should be applied

directly to the debt and really is not
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sonet hing that can be used for any major
funding. If there is any funding, we would
suggest that it be in education.

And we want to, in order to make it
nore feasible for small businesses to survive,
to create a health insurance pool that would
be directed by the state and would certainly
give the owners of small businesses and the
enpl oyees a greater opportunity to receive
heal th care insurance and not to have it
beconme an overwhel m ng part of their budgets.

The reason that | focus on sone of
t he proposal s that have cone from both sides
of the aisle, just briefly, is that when you
wal k around the halls of the Legislature
t oday, you hear great specul ation about an
open seat in the Governor's mansion, an open
seat in the Attorney General's office,
obvi ously candi daci es for Lieutenant Governor
and other offices, and a lot of politica
di scussi on.

But | think the proposals that have
been put forth by both sides of the house here
in the Senate denonstrate our understanding

that before we get to all of the
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extracurricular activities, that we are
mandat ed by our election to come here for the
next presumably six nonths and act as public
servants, to cooperate with each other and to
focus on what are the nyriad i ssues that we
confront to try to inprove the quality of life
for all New Yorkers.

So I'"'mjust happy to see that amd
all of the runoring and specul ati on about
politics that the individuals in this chanber,
on both sides of the aisle, recognize that
responsibility and will try to performto our
best what is our service to our public that
el ected us.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Bi shop Hubbard, coll eagues and
friends, welconme back. And David is right; it
seens that we were here just yesterday.

But our lives, we in elective
of fice, are challenging and nore chal |l engi ng
maybe than usual these days. W are on 24/7,

and our lives continue; as was represented,
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| ast year we did what we had to do on behal f
of a constituency.

Today is an occasion to sort of set
an agenda. The Governor will do that in his
remar kabl e, outstandi ng way. And, Madam
President, it has been a pleasure having you
presiding here in the chanber. And we're al
m ndful of the fact that this will be the | ast
of the opening days for this adm nistration.
But it has been an administration, with your
partnering with us and with the Governor, that
has served the people of this state extrenely
well and will continue to serve over these
next 11 nonths, al nost 12.

W are in an even year. And in
even years, as Senator Paterson is
recogni zi ng, the dynamcs of our lives are a
little different. Because we can't hel p but
recogni ze that the political environnent is
nore charged while each of us are out there
bei ng as representative as we can be of our
respecti ve constituencies.

And in a state like this, as
conplex as it is, as varied as it is, when you

| ook around this chanber, on both sides of the
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ai sl e, we have people who | ook to us. They

| ook to us to be representative of their
needs -- in education, in health care, in the
infrastructure of this state, in the energy
costs that relate to their existing, to
prescription drug costs. It goes on and on
and on. And yes, to the tax ram fications
that affect the quality of their lives.

And yes, we in this conference are
| eading with property tax cuts that wll
beconme part of a budget as we negotiate. And
we'll negotiate in good faith, and we will be
m ndf ul of everyone's consideration.

But recogni ze, David, that
$2 billion -- and, yes, we have a debt out
here, but that $2 billion that represents a
surplus was raised not by printing noney but
by collecting taxes in all forms: corporate,
personal inconme tax, sales taxes, fees, you
nane it. That's where the noney cane from

When people are out there
struggling with the increased energy costs,
struggling with the costs of health insurance,
we think it's appropriate that we recogni ze

the pain that's out there for people on fixed
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i nconmes, for people on noderate and | ow
i nconmes, and that we be responsive to their
needs.

Now, we're going to be together,
we're going to get together, we're going to do
an on-tinme budget, we're going to do it
publicly. And our debate, which nay start in
a good-natured way today, is going to get nore
and nore public and vocal. And there's going
to be plenty of time this year for us to air
what we see as the needs of our constituency
publicly.

And we'll get together, because the
people of this state need us to govern. They
don't need us to be overtly political from
January until Novenber. They need us to
govern. W are elected to govern. W are
paid to govern. And | don't say that in any
| ecturing way, | say that because all of you,
on both sides of the aisle and in the
Assenbly, understand that we are here and we
are here for a term And whether or not we
el ect to continue and our constituency el ects
us to continues, that remains to be seen this

year .
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And | hope and | trust that while
we're out there, our constituency, each of us
respectively, is critically aware of
everything that we're doi ng, what we mnean,
what we stand for, what we represent. And
then they will nake their choices, so that
when we reconvene back here we will be back
t oget her governi ng, those that choose to be
here and those that are chosen by the majority
in their districts.

We have joined the Governor for his
State of the State, and we | ook forward to
that. And | can tell you, on behalf of our
conference here, Senator Paterson and our
col | eagues here, that we | ook forward to
toget herness, to partnering -- with a
recognition that partnering doesn't nean
hol di ng hands and just marching in unison.
That's not what partnering is all about.

Partnering is about debate, it's
about differing, it's about discussion.
Whether it's a donestic partner -- wfe,
husband -- col |l eagues here in governnent,
that's what partnering is all about.

So |l look forward to this
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partnership, and I look forward to this year,
' 06, being one of the nobst constructive,
productive years in public service for each
and every one of us here. And the
beneficiaries of that will be the peopl e of
this state. And we will all be doing the best
that we can be doing this year.

And when we get back toget her
again, | in ny prayers will be praying that we
| ook the sanme, that the nunbers are the sane.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNG And |, you know,
believe in resolutions for the new year, and
that's nmy resol ution

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNG So thank you
Madam Presi dent, thank you, coll eagues, | ook
forward to a great year in 'O06.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bruno.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from

state of ficers.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

18

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
there is a concurrent resolution at the desk.
| would ask that the title be read and nove
for its imredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Bruno,
Concurrent Resol ution of the Senate and
Assenbly Nunber 3063, providing for a joint
Assenbly for the purpose of receiving a
nessage fromthe Governor

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all those in favor please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
| have two resolutions at the desk. | would

ask that they be read in their entirety and
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nove for their imredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Bruno,
Senat e Resol uti on Nunber 3064, notifying the
Governor of a joint session with the Assenbly
to receive the Governor's nessage.

"RESOLVED, That a committee of two
be appoi nted by Senator Bruno to informthe
Governor that the Senate has adjourned its
228t h Session sine die and has agai n convened
and is organi zed and ready to proceed to
busi ness, and will nmeet with the Assenbly in
Joint Session in the Assenbly Chanber at
one o' clock p.m, today, to receive the
Governor's nessage.

"RESOLVED, That Senator Bruno
appoi nt such committee, Senator Mrahan and
Senator Klein."

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)
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THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.
Senat or Bruno appoi nts Senators
Mor ahan and Klein to wait upon the Governor.
Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,

can we proceed with the second resol ution at

this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
wi Il continue to read to read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Bruno,

Senat e Resol uti on Nunmber 3065, notifying the
Assenbly of a joint session with the Assenbly
to receive the Governor's nessage.

"RESOLVED, That a committee of two
be appoi nted by Senator Bruno to informthe
assenbly that the Senate has adjourned its
228t h Session sine die and has agai n convened
and is organi zed and ready to proceed to
busi ness, and will nmeet with the Assenbly in
Joint Session in the Assenbly Chanber at
one o' clock p.m, today, to receive the
Governor's nessage.

"RESOLVED, That Senator Bruno

appoi nt such committee, Senator Leibell and
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Senat or Savi no."

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno appoi nts Senators
Lei bell and Savino to wait upon the Assenbly.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
is there any other business at the desk that
shoul d come before the Senate at this tine?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there is not,
Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG There bei ng no
further business to cone before the Senate, |
woul d nove that we stand adjourned until
3:30 p.m January 9th, intervening days to be
| egi sl ative days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e now stands adj ourned until Mbnday,

January 9th, at 3:30 p.m, intervening days
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bei ng | egi sl ative days.
(Wher eupon,

Senat e adj ourned.)

at 12:30 p.m,

t he
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