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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Wth us this
afternoon to give the invocation is the
Reverend Peter G Young, from Bl essed
Sacranent Church in Bolton Landi ng, New YorKk.

REVEREND YOUNG Let us pray.

Dear God, as we enjoy today's
unseasonably warm weat her, we are all well
aware of the change in the cold days ahead.
As we prepare for the tenperature change, we
honor, in today's resolution for Rosa Parks,
the courage to nake and to spark the necessary
soci al changes in our society for al
citizens.

O God, we ask You to assist all
those confirmed today to i nplenment their
responsibilities for the citizens of New York

State. W ask You to give them the
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confirmandi, the energy, the integrity, and
the good health to performtheir |egislative
mandat es as nmenbers of the Enpire State
| eader shi p team

O God, bless the nenbers of this
Senate body as they gather in this preholiday

session in Your nane.

Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,

Monday, Novenber 28, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnment. The Journal of Sunday,
Novenber 27, was read and approved. On
notion, Senate adjourned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
can | ask for an inmmedi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmittee in Room 130 of the LOB.

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Finance Conmttee in

Room 130 of the LOB.
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Presentation of petitions.

I"'mgoing to ask for order, please.

Any conversations should be taken out of the
room Thank you.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
I"'mgoing to wait for order,
pl ease, menbers. Thank you. W' Il start
agai n.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages fromthe Governor
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select commttees.
Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.
Mbti ons and resol utions.
Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNO Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe, under resolutions, that there is a
special resolution at the desk by Senator
Paterson. | would ask that it be read inits
entirety and nove for its inmedi ate adoption.
THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary

will read.
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THE SECRETARY: By Senators
Pat erson and Parker, Legislative Resol ution
Nunber 3027, conmenorating the life and | egacy
of Rosa Loui se McCaul ey ParKks.

"WHEREAS, It is the practice of
this Legislative Body to publicly take note of
and acknow edge those rare individuals of
exceptional character whose courage and nora
fortitude changed for the better the course of
our nation's history; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such
concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative
Body shall pause to honor the contributions of
a true American hero, the | ate Rosa Louise
McCaul ey Parks; and

"WHEREAS, Activist, author,
educator, nentor, public servant, recipient of
t he Congressi onal Medal of Honor, Rosa Parks
was, W thout question, one of the nost revered
and significant humanitarians of her
generation; and

"WHEREAS, Born into segregation
deep in the Jim Crow South, Rosa Parks spent

the next 92 years of her life standing for
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freedom This forenother of the civil rights
novenment died on October 24, 2005; and

"WHEREAS, Rosa Parks was a tiny
woman -- small in stature, soft-spoken
hunbl e -- who held a strength of conviction so
powerful its force would be felt for decades
to come; and

"WHEREAS, W have cone to know wel |
that historic day, 50 years ago, on the first
of Decenber, when Rosa Parks ignited a
novenent of justice through the utterance of
one single word: no; and

"WHEREAS, Wen she said no, when
she refused to relinquish her seat for a white
passenger, she was saying no to unequa
treatnent, no to passive acceptance, no to
racial hatred. In refusing to stand, Rosa
Parks, in fact, rose up high over an
oppr essi ve regi me; and

"WHEREAS, The resulting 381-day
Mont gonery Bus Boycott anbunted to a novenent
of justice of such paranount inportance, the
l'i kes of which had never been seen before; at
personal sacrifice, and with extraordinary

grace, Rosa Parks nmarched into battle agai nst
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Jim Crow and arose, eventually, triunphant;
and

"WHEREAS, The year 2005 marks 50
years since the Montgonmery Bus Boycott. It
al so chronicles the | oss of Rosa Parks and a
great nunber of other lumnaries of the civil
rights novenent; and

"WHEREAS, This is a tine for
reflection and reconmtnment, a tinme to
remenber what Rosa Parks offered to us. Hers
was a vision of pure denocracy, of one nation
where we stand together as equals, united in
solidarity as citizens of this great United
States; and

"WHEREAS, As we cel ebrate Rosa
Parks's nmenory, let us pledge to aspire to
live as honorable a life as she lived; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to conmenorate
the life and | egacy of Rosa Loui se McCaul ey
Parks. "

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Many years ago, Madam Presi dent,
the first person invented fire. And although
| think it's likely that they were burned at
the stake that they taught their brothers and
sisters to light, nonetheless, they offered
the world a gift that had never been perceived
and forever |ifted darkness fromthe face of
the earth.

Thr oughout the centuries, there
have been wonen and nmen who have taken first
st eps down new roads arned with nothing but
their own vision. They fought, they suffered,
and they paid -- but they won. \Wat they won
was freedom And today we're here to
cel ebrate one of those people.

Rosa Parks, who died 38 days before
the fiftieth anniversary of the Thursday
afternoon while riding hone fromwork when she
refused to relinquish her seat on the bus to a
whi te custoner and nove to the back of the
bus, which had been the custom and tradition
in the deep South, was laid to rest on
Cct ober 24th of her 92nd year, but not before
havi ng changed the 20th century and al

centuries to follow, as the great |ady of
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freedomthat she was.

An interesting side note, Madam
President, is that Rosa Parks was not the
first person to refuse to relinquish her seat
on a bus that year. The first woman, who was
taken off the bus in July of 1955, got into a
fight with the police, and therefore the
advocates didn't think this was a particularly
good case to make the issue of segregation
when in fact this person had assaulted sone of
the police officers.

The second wonan was taken off the
bus in Septenber of 1955. She was an unwed
nother, and at that time it was believed that
that noral issue would supersede the
humani tari an i ssue of equality.

And so it was only when Rosa Parks
took this decisive action on Decenber 1st that
many in the civil rights novenent saw her --
as an educator, a nentor, a public servant, a
menber of organi zations that were trying to
bring freedomto that area -- as the perfect
test case.

But to sone degree, the neani ng was

| ost down through the decades that Rosa Parks
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had pl anned on doing this. Her statenent, the
honest statenent, was that that day she had
just basically gotten tired of being abused
and oppressed under that system |t gave rise
to 381 days of boycotts from peopl e whose
nanes we don't know, whose famlies we don't
renmenber, but whose gestures were just as

i nportant and are synbolically recognized as
we do here today with Rosa ParKks.

One of those people who went to and
fought on behalf of those in the boycotts was
the | ate Justice Constance Baker Mdtl ey, who
|l ost her life just a few weeks before Rosa
Parks. And we celebrate her as well.

It is adifferent culture that we
live in. It seens so |long ago. But there are
people in this roomwho were in the South
during that tinme who renenber those oppressive
conditions. W even have a New York state
senator, Senator Bill Larkin, who actually was
part of the Selma March, when he was sent by
the National Guard to nake sure that the
mar chers could get from Sel ma to Mont gomery
wi thout losing their |ives.

So though it may seema long tine
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ago to the young people of society today, they
really need to know the story of Rosa Parks
and all those who struggled unremttingly and
cour ageously -- black and white, young and
ol d, throughout the South and throughout
Anerica -- to bring economc, political, and
social justice to this |and.

W're not all the way there yet,
Madam Presi dent, but certainly we'd be
significantly further back had it not been for
the contribution of this great |ady of
freedom And |I'm happy that we pause in our
del i berations to celebrate her nonment at this
time.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard?

Then the question now is on the
resolution. Al in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Pat er son.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, Senator Parker and | would be
delighted to open the resolution so that al
menbers who are interested can go on the
resolution. And we open the resolution at
this time, with your perm ssion.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno, do
you have any objection?

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you
Senat or Paterson, for that honor.

And | would recommend to the chair
that all of the nmenmbers in the Senate be added
to the resolution unless they woul d approach,
privately, the desk.

And thank you very nuch, Senator
Pat erson and Senator Parker.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bruno and Senator Paterson.

Any nenber who does not want to
cosponsor the | ast resolution, please notify
t he desk.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this tinme adopt the Resol ution

Calendar inits entirety.
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THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
adopti ng the Resol ution Cal endar pl ease
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution

Cal endar i s adopt ed.

SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNG If we can return

to reports of standing comm ttees.

THE PRESI DENT: Reports of
standi ng comr ttees.

SENATOR BRUNGC And | believe in
the resolution that we just adopted there are
a nunmber of appointees that do not require
appearances for confirmation. And can we
start taking those up at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
foll owi ng nom nati ons:

As a nmenmber of the Crinme Victins
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Board, Jacqueline C. Mattina, Esquire, of
O chard Park.

As menbers of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, John H Banks |11,
of Brooklyn, and Mark Page, of Brooklyn.

As nmenbers of the New York State
Housi ng Fi nance Agency, Herbert E. Berman,
Esquire, of Brooklyn, and John L. Di marco, of
Pittsford.

As nmenbers of the Central New York
Regi onal Transportation Authority, Robert E.
Col ucci, Jr., of Syracuse; Nicholas F. Laino,
of New Hartford; and Darl ene De Rosa
Lattinore, of Auburn.

As a menber of the Port of Oswego
Aut hority, WIIliam F. Shannon, of Oswego.

As a nenber of the
Rochest er - Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority, Frank Vitagliano, Jr., of Warsaw.

As a nenber of the New York State
A ynpi ¢ Regi onal Devel opnment Authority, J.
Patrick Barrett, of Manilus.

As a nenber of the State Board of
Hi storic Preservation, Elizabeth L. Watson, of

Col d Spring Harbor.
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As a nmenber of the Al bany Pine Bush
Preserve Conmi ssion, Steven K. Rice, Ph.D., of
Rexf or d.

As a nmenber of the Allegany State
Park, Recreation and Hi storic Preservation
Commi ssi on, Wendy Myers Brand, of Allegany.

As a menber of the Saratoga-Capital
District State Park, Recreation and Historic
Preservati on Conm ssion, Thonas O Maggs, of
Scoti a.

As a menber of the Fire Fighting
and Code Enforcenment Personnel Standards and
Educati on Conmmi ssion, Gerald W Lynch, of
New York City.

As nmenbers of the Lake George Park
Commi ssion, Janes T. Kneeshaw, of Queensbury,
and Thonmas J. Morehouse, of Ticonderoga.

As nmenbers of the Medical Advisory
Committee, Stoner E. Horey, of Cani steo;
Norman R Loomis, MD., of Ontario; and Gavin
Setzen, MD., of Slingerlands.

As director of the Muinicipa
Assi stance Corporation for the Gty of
New Yor k, Jonathan A. Ballan, Esquire, of

Scar sdal e.
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As director of the New York State
Envi ronnmental Facilities Corporation, Francis
T. Corcoran, of Bedford Corners, and Robert J.
Fi scher, of Pittsford.

As a menber of the Advisory Counci
on Agriculture, Maureen J. Torrey Marshall, of
El ba.

As nmenbers of the State Council on
the Arts, Elaine Wngate Conway, of
Bronxville, and Laurie Tisch Sussman, of
New York City.

As a nmenber of the Mental Health
Services Council, Eli B. Hoch, Ph.D., of
Rego ParKk.

As a menber of the Mnority Health
Counci |, Maggi e Bl ackburn, MD., of
Har per sfi el d.

As menbers of the State Hospital
Revi ew and Pl anning Council, Howard S.
Berliner, of New York City; Renee Garrick
M D., of Bedford; Kevin N. Hill, of Pittsford;
Jeffrey A Kraut, of East Meadow, and Stephens
Marshal | Mundy, of Pl attsburgh.

As a nmenber of the Board of

Visitors of the Bronx Psychiatric Center,
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Sandra Unger, of the Bronx.

As nmenbers of the Board of Visitors
of the Finger Lakes Devel opnent Disabilities
Services Ofice, Sue Lesage, of Rochester, and
Patricia Ann Power, of Pal nyra.

As a nmenber of the Board of
Visitors of the Mddl etown Psychiatric Center
Ann Marie Maglione, of M ddletown.

As a nmenber of the Board of
Visitors of the Metro New York Devel oprent al
Disabilities Services Ofice, Joan S. Laufer,
of New York City.

As a nmenber of the Board of
Visitors of the New York State Hone for
Vet erans and Their Dependents at St. Al bans,
Denis J. MEneaney, of Broad Channel.

And as a nmenber of the Board of
Visitors of the South Beach Psychiatric
Center, Linda B. WIlson, of Staten Island.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,
to nove the nom nations.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Move the
nom nati ons.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of

the nomi nees as read by the Secretary, please
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signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nees are
all so confirmed as read by the Secretary.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this tinme take up the nom nees that
were required to appear before the conmttee
and before the Senate.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
fol |l owi ng nom nati on:

As Conmi ssi oner of Environnental

Conservation, Denise M Sheehan, of N skayuna.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson.
SENATOR JOHNSON: Move the
nom nati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mar cel | i no.
SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam

Presi dent, as chairman of the Committee on
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Envi ronnental Conservation in the Senate, it
was ny pleasure to interview, with the entire
commttee this norning, then acting
Conmmi ssi oner Sheehan and soon to be
Commi ssi oner Sheehan.

She has served the departnent well
and will continue to serve the departnment
well. This is one of CGovernor Pataki's finest
nom nati ons.

And |'m pl eased to nove the
nom nati on and second it and yield the floor
to Senator Farl ey.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you,

M. Chairman, whose voice is |eaving him

Let ne just say that Denise
Sheehan, who is ny constituent from N skayuna,
has served for 11 years in the Division of the
Budget. She's eminently qualified. She's
been an acting conmm ssi oner.

And during the Finance Comm ttee,
menber after nmenber said how they had dealt
with her personally and how she had sol ved
every problemand was very diligent.

And incidentally, | think the DEC
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commi ssioner's job is one of the nost
difficult ones in governnment. It has al
ki nds of conpeting interests, and she has
handl ed that with great grace and
ef fecti veness.

Denise is a very, very
wel | -qual i fied person who has cone up through
the ranks of governnent and has served us
well. Her husband and so forth is also in the
Legi slature. And she's an outstandi ng not her
and a great asset to governnent. And it's
anot her exanpl e of Governor Pataki's wonderf ul
appoi nt nent s.

And | enthusiastically second her
nom nati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have -- Senator Farley talks
about the comm ssioner living in his district.
The comm ssioner was born and raised in ny
district and is the daughter of -- snmart
enough to nove?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: Particularly if
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you happen to have an "R' after your nane.

But she's the daughter of public
school teachers. | happen to know her father
very well, who is a frequent visitor to ny
of fice and exenplifies what volunteerismis in
his retirement years.

And Denise, in her role as acting
comm ssi oner, has exenplified what being a
good conm ssioner is. And | think she will --
I know she will continue to prove herself at
t he comm ssioner |level, and | commend the
Governor for the nom nation.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO Madam Pr esi dent,
can | add ny comments and congratul ations to
Deni se.

She is not a nystery to anyone.
She' s been serving, as has been nentioned, as
acting conmm ssioner since February '05, when a
vacancy occurred. Ten years as a budget
exam ner with EnCon. W rked with the O ean
I ndoor/ Qut door Act, hel ped with the Bond Act.
Just has really an extraordi nary record.

And it's all recognized that it's

quite a chall enge, as has been nentioned, to
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manage 3, 350 people and a budget of a little
under a billion dollars.

So this is a very w se appoi nt ment
by our great Governor George Pataki .
commend him comend Deni se on her good work
presently and in the future.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The question now
is on the nom nation of Denise M Sheehan, of
Ni skayuna, as Comm ssi oner of Environnental
Conservation. All in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nee is
her eby confi r ned.

Congratul ati ons and best w shes.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: As Conmi ssi oner

of Transportation, Thomas J. Madison, Jr., of
Wat er f or d.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

6289

to nove the noni nation

SENATOR JOHNSON: Move the

nom nati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Li bous.
SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you, Madam

Presi dent.

It is indeed an honor for ne to
stand before this body this afternoon and talk
about a native son from Broonme County who wil|
be our next transportation conm ssioner.

Tom Madi son has been a friend of
mne for the last 19 years and certainly has
wor ked for this adm nistration and worked for
many of you in this roomover the course of
the | ast ten years.

Earlier today, when the noni nee was
before the Transportation Commttee, it was
great to hear a nunber of mny coll eagues share
stories about how Acting Conm ssi oner Madi son
had al ready junped in, worked with them
one-on-one to solve little and | arge problens
t hat exi st ed.

He was on the job just a couple of
days, and there was a terrible nudslide in the

North Country. Then | believe there was
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anot her nudslide down in New York Cty, and
then the closure of the Dunn Menorial Bridge.
So he was thrown in imedi ately, and he
handl ed each one of those situations with
great tenperanent and great nanagenent and

| eadership skills.

So it is an honor for ne to stand
before this body and nove the Governor's
nom nation. The Governor has made a great,
great appoi ntment here.

And |'m pleased to see that Tomis
joined by his wife, Tracy, his nother, Pat,
and his father, Tom

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

And | al so comrend and congratul ate
Tom Madi son. Tom knows the roads of New York
State extrenely well. And he, by the way, is
my constituent, living in the great 43rd
Senatorial District. And that's w sdom and
vision by itself. Rides his notorcycle to
wor k, checks out the roads, and does all of
the right kinds of things.

You tal k about a chal |l enge; here,
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he has a challenge. He has net chall enges.
So we can all be proud of the good work that
he does on behalf of the entire constituency
of New York State.

So congratulations to Tom his
wi fe, Tracy, who is very supportive --
probably rides on the back of that notorcycle,
a very brave lady -- and | believe Brooks, his
son, is here, and daughter, Mbrgan.

Congratul ations to all of you and
your parents, Tom who |'m sure are proud, and
your nmom Pat. Congratulations to all of you.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The question now
is on the nom nation of Thomas J. Madi son,
Jr., of Waterford, as Conm ssioner of
Transportation. Al in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nee is
her eby confi r ned.

Congratul ati ons and best w shes.
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(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary

will continue to read.
Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent ,

can we at this time recogni ze Senator

Pat er son.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.
SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President -- and, Madam President, I'd like to

thank the Majority Leader for just this
monent .

I would just |like to commend to ny
col | eagues a great acconplishnent that one of
us has achieved in the | ast few weeks.

Senat or Byron Brown, who was elected to the

Senate in the year 2000 and served from 2001
to 2005, is going to |l eave us at the end of

the year and becone the mayor of one of our

| argest cities, Buffalo, New York.

| just wanted to recogni ze that and
congratul ate Senator Brown at this tine.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam

Pr esi dent .
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: "' mnot sure
if that collective enthusiasmwas because of
Senator Brown's great achi evenents, which we
all concede, or that there's one | ess Denocrat

in the Senate. But we appreciate it all the

nor e.
(Laught er; appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will please continue to read.
THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of

the New York State Enploynment Rel ati ons Board,
Dean H. Leith, Jr., of Troy.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
I"mproud to stand on behal f of the nom nation
of Dean Leith.

Dean Leith is from Troy, a nei ghbor
of mne. He is a nman who goes back a | ot of
years in community service and in public
service. Co-partner of a conpany that many of
us knew around here that started as a startup
and over the years, with Dean nentoring that
conmpany, grew to enpl oy about 1,100 peopl e,

had sal es of about 150 milli on.
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Dean left the conpany in, 1 think,
1990 and went on into an early retirenment from
busi ness but an active, nore active life in
the conmunity, starting up in supporting
community gardens in the Capital Region, the
Renssel aer Historic Society, | think past
chair of the board, and just has done an awf ul
| ot of good things and good worKk.

So there isn't a better nomnee to
take the position that Dean will be taking to
help arbitrate and to help settle sone
i nportant issues in people's |ives.

I"m proud to nove the noni nation.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson.
SENATOR JOHNSON: Move the

nom nati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of

the nomi nation of Dean H. Leith, Jr., of Troy,
as a nenber of the New York State Enploynent
Rel ati ons Board, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nee is

her eby confi r ned.
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Congratul ati ons, Dean. Best w shes

for continued success.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of

the Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
Donal d Cecil, of Harrison.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson.
SENATOR JOHNSON: Move the
nom nati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
Donal d Cecil, of Harrison, as a nenber of the

Met ropolitan Transportation Authority, please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nee is
her eby confi r ned.

Congratul ati ons and best wi shes to
you. Pl ease stand.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary

will read.
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THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
the Board of Trustees of the State University

of New York, Mchael E. Russell, of East

Set auket .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson.
SENATOR JOHNSON: Move the

nom nati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fl anagan.
SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

I'"d just like to speak briefly on
behal f of M ke Russell, who is not Senator
Bruno's constituent, he is ny constituent.

And just briefly about M ke, one of
the things that we're all going to enjoy is he
has a trenendous experience in the business
sector, he's been on a |ot of boards, working
with not-for-profits all across Long Isl and.
He has tal ent and expertise and experience
that will serve not only the university but

its students and all the people of New York

very wel .

He's a great guy, he's a hard
worker. |I'"mproud to call himny friend, and
Il will be proud to call himtrustee, hopefully
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very soon.

And Senator LaValle.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator LaValle.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
Senat or Fl anagan.

Madam President, it's with great
pl easure that | rise to nove the nom nation of
M ke Russell. This is indeed one of the
Governor's best picks for the SUNY board.

At a time when the systemis
expandi ng opportunities for students, M ke
will use his expertise that he gained on the
Stony Brook council, the work that he's done
for students and student athletes at the
university, his interest in health care -- and
we have three university hospitals that are
very inportant to the SUNY system and M ke
will use that expertise.

But nost inportant is that he is
truly a great humanitarian. And | often say
to himhe should have been a social worker.

I nstead, he went out into the business world
and made his way in finance. And he wl|
bring that expertise to the board.

So he is really so well-rounded.
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He knows how to be a good board nenber. He
has the students' interest at heart. And |
know he is extrenely energetic, and we are
| ucky to have that energy and wi sdomthat he
will bring to the board.

Good | uck to you, M ke.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: The question now
is on the nom nation of Mchael E. Russell, of

East Setauket, as a nenber of the Board of
Trustees of the State University of New YorKk.
Al'l in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nee is
her eby confi r ned.

W1l you please stand. And best

w shes for success.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: As Conmi ssi oner

of the Tax Appeals Tribunal, Charles H
Nesbitt, of Al bion.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson.
SENATOR JOHNSON: Move the

nom nati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent and col | eagues.

Charlie, Charles Neshitt, Charlie
Nesbitt we all know as one of the |eaders here
in the Legislature. Charlie was in business,
served 14 years in elective office, a lot of
those years as a |eader in the Assenbly.

Charlie distinguished hinself,
really, inthe mlitary. Part of the Ar
Force, Charlie, and he actually got the
prestigious Air Medal for ten years of
service, served in Vietnam flew helicopters.
Cour ageous, a patriot.

And he goes on now to anot her
chal | enge, having worked diligently on behal f
of the public, recognizing the need for taxes
and al so recogni zing that to keep busi nesses
and people here in the state and conpetitive,
that everything has to be in bal ance.

So he will serve there just as he

served in the service, just as he served in
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the Assenbly and as | eader, he will serve with
great distinction.

And |'m proud to nove Charlie's
nom nati on and al so proud of the Finance
Committee, who unani nously noved himto the
fl oor, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

In keeping with the spirit of the
day, Charlie Nesbitt happens to be a
constituent of mne.

I want to say that in the 11 years
that | have been here in the rough-and-tunble
wor |l d of governing and of politics, you could
not have a better partner than Charlie
Nesbitt.

As all of us who are nenbers of the
Legi sl ature and those who work here in the
Legi sl ature know t hat sonetines, believe it or
not, there are chall enges between nenbers;
sonmetines it goes as far as to say there are
i1l well between nenbers.

And | can tell that you every day,

fromthe day | announced I was running for the
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New York State Senate until this very day,
today, Charlie has never been anything but
prof essional, been straight with nme in
everyt hing that we've done.

He's worked very hard for his
constituents in Ol eans County and N agara
County, in Monroe and in Genesee County.

I know Charlie -- and I"'mgoing to
m ss you in the Legislature, but I know this
is a challenge that you | ook forward to and |
know that Kimlooks forward, | think, to you
not spending as nuch tinme in Al bany, and your
kids. And | just wish you well.

This is a great appointnent by the
Governor. And, Charlie, you're going to do a
good job. And | just want to thank you
publicly for the years that you and | have
wor ked together. And this isn't an ending,
it's just a new begi nning. Thank you,
Charlie.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, when | becane the Mnority Leader
of the Senate in the begi nning of 2003,

Assenbl ynman Nesbitt becane the mnority | eader
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of the Assenbly. And for the last three
years, the two of us have tried to prevail on
the majorities that we can make a contribution
in our respective houses.

And the pinnacle of that nonment was
early earlier this year when Governor Pat aki
Senat or Bruno, and Speaker Silver invited the
two of us to be part of the budget
negoti ati ons.

During that time and all the tine |
served with him | found that Leader Nesbitt
showed the great skills that he had
denonstrated as a fighter pilot in Vietnam as
a businessman in Ol eans County, and as a
| egi sl ator before his elevation to mnority
| eader.

But we should really consider that
as he |l eaves, he may be the only | eader of a
| egi sl ati ve conference who, the one tine he
was part of the negotiations, we passed the
budget on tinme. It will be a challenge for
the rest of us to try to keep that streak
goi ng.

But | would |ike to commend to all

of you, look at the difference that it made
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when the ol d three-nen-in-a-room negoti at ed
the budget with the three nen, an officer, and
a gentleman. Thank you.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| just cane to Al bany because ny
son, Assenbl yman Reuben Diaz, Jr., who happens
to be ny boss, he ordered ne to cone here to
congratul ate you and to wi sh you well.

And on behal f of ny son and ny
famly, we wish you well. And this is a good
appoi nt nent from Governor Pat aki .

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the nom nation of Charles H Nesbitt, of
Al bi on, as Conmi ssi oner of the Tax Appeal s
Tribunal. Al in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nee is

her eby confi r ned.
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Best wi shes for continued success,

and congratul ati ons to you.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent ,

is there any further business at the desk that

shoul d cone before the Senate?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there isn't,
Senat or .

SENATOR BRUNGC There is not?

THE PRESI DENT: There is not,

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG We are happy that
we have done the people's work here this
af t ernoon.

And | et ne just make a coupl e of
observations and conments.

THE PRESI DENT: I"mgoing to ask
for order, please.

Senat or, go ahead.

SENATOR BRUNC One, we are in
this room because, unlike the imginary
Chicken Little thinking the sky was falling,
our ceiling was actually falling in the Senate

chanber.
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And it was pointed out to ne that
the first drops of that ceiling | anded in ny
chair. And | was a little bit unconfortable
until 1 thought it through and realized that
Senator Skelos sits there nost of the tine.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNGC It will be
repaired, Dean. It will be repaired. And we
will be in session, hopefully, when we convene

in January. They're working diligently, and
with historic preservation being what it is,
it is a slow, expensive, and tedi ous process,
but necessary.

I want to just, while I"mon ny
feet, conmend Assenbl yman Ji m Tedi sco, the new
mnority |eader in the Assenbly. Jimis a
col | eague, and he is a friend. And Jimis
just an outstanding individual that wll
followin the | eadership role that is vacated
by Charlie.

Ji mry di stinguished hinmself, as you
all know, as a scholar, as an athlete at Union
Col | ege, an outstanding athlete, a great road
runner. Just does everything extrenely well.

And | amsure that he is going to |l ead the
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Assenbly as well as he has acconpli shed
hi nsel f throughout his life in everything that
he has done.

So I know all of you join nme in
congratul ati ng Assenbl yman Ji nmry Tedi sco in

assum ng his new | eadership role in the

Assenbl y.
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.
Mot i on?
SENATOR BRUNO And, Madam

President, there being no further business, |
don't expect that the Senate will be back in

sessi on before January regul ar session '06.

So -- aw -- there being no further
busi ness to cone before the Senate, | would
nove that everyone -- we stand adj ourned and

that we enjoy the holidays in a safe and
heal t hy and happy way.

And we are going to adjourn subject
to the call of the Majority Leader, with
i ntervening days to be legislative days. Safe
passage, and | nove that we adjourn.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
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Senat e now stands adjourned until the call of

the Majority Leader. Happy holidays.
(Wher eupon, at 4:50 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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