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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Reverend Peter G Young, from Bl essed
Sacranent Church in Bolton Landing, will give
us our invocation.

REVEREND YOUNG As we submit the
resolution for Senator MCee today, it brings
a very sorry kind of thought of how soneone so
dedi cated and so young and energetic has been
cal led to God.

W pray today that we'll be
strengt hened by that, by her dedication, and
be able to carry on that exanple in this
house.

We ask You this, and ask You to
bl ess the energy and ent husi asm and comn t nent
of these nenbers. W ask You this in Your

name, now and forever. Anen.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:
Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Monday, May 2, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Sunday, My 1,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Wt hout objection, the Journal stands approved
as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Vol ker,
fromthe Comrittee on Codes, reports the
following bill direct to third reading:
Senate Print 1872B, by Senator Ml tese, an act
to anend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Wt hout objection, the bill is reported to
third reading.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports from
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state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

On page 13 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 222, Senate Print
Nunber 30, and this is on behalf of Senator
LaVal | e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
amendnents are received, and the bill wl|
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

believe there are substitutions at the desk to

be made at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: On page 4,

Senat or Gol den noves to di scharge, fromthe
Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel oprment, Assenbly Bill Nunber

6878 and substitute it for the identica

Senate Bill Nunber 3977, First Report Cal endar
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677.

On page 12, Senator GCol den nobves to
di scharge, fromthe Cormittee on Cities,
Assenbly Bill Number 630 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunber 2429, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 199.

On page 13, Senator Col den noves to
di scharge, fromthe Cormmittee on Cities,
Assenbly Bill Number 5627 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 2738,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 201.

On page 14, Senator Little noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Loca
Government, Assenbly Bill Number 393 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 726, Third Readi ng Cal endar 256.

On page 22, Senator Nozzolio noves
to discharge, fromthe Coonmittee on Crine
Victims, Crinme and Correction, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 4982 and substitute it for the
identical Senate Bill Nunber 512, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 413.

On page 35, Senator DeFrancisco
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on

Judi ci ary, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7254 and
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substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 3441, Third Readi ng Cal endar 596.

And on page 41, Senator Seward
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on
I nsurance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7708 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 5248, Third Readi ng Cal endar 676.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitutions
or der ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could adopt the Resolution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 1643.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
so adopting the Resol ution Cal endar please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is so adopted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
on behal f of Senator Col den, Resolution 1601,

commenorating the election of Cardinal Joseph
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Rat zi nger as Pope Benedict XVI to the papacy,
he'd like to open the resolution to
sponsorship by the entire Senate.

I f anybody wi shes not to sponsor
the resolution, they should notify the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not want to be a cosponsor of Resol ution
1601, please notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
at this tinme if we could take up Resol ution
1643, by Senator Vol ker, have it read in its
entirety and nove for its inmedi ate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Vol ker, Legislative Resol ution Nunber 1643,
honori ng Eugene Hut chi nson, the Consul Cenera
of Ireland, upon the occasion of his
desi gnation for special recognition.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Assenbl ed Body to publicly recogni ze those
extraordi nary individual s who have nade
contributions to the success and progress of

society in the course of their life' s work;
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and

"WHEREAS, This Assenbl ed Body is
justly proud to honor Eugene Hutchinson, the
Consul General of Ireland, upon the occasion
of his designation for special recognition;
and

"WHEREAS, Eugene Hut chi nson was
educated at the Rainy Endowed School,
Magherafelt, County Derry, and at St.
Patrick's College, Armagh. He earned a
Bachel or's Degree in H story and Political
Science fromTrinity College in Dublin, and he
received a Diploma in Education fromthe
Aber deen Col | ege of Education; and

"WHEREAS, Eugene Hutchinson is
endi ng his appointnent at the Irish Consul ate
in New York City; and

"WHEREAS, Throughout Eugene
Hut chi nson's 31-year career, he has worked for
the Departnent of Foreign Affairs of Ireland.
Wthin that time span, he has served in
various offices and positions such as the
Econom ¢ Division, Dublin; as Vice Consul,
Consul ate General of Ireland, New York; the

Per manent M ssion of Ireland to the United
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Nat i ons, New York; the Enbassy of Irel and,
Lagos; the Permanent Representation of Irel and
to the European Comunities, Brussels; the
Political Division, Dublin; Sarajevo (on
secondnent) -- inplenmentation of the Dayton
Accords; as Counsel |l or, Enbassy of Ireland,
London; and currently as Anbassador, Consu
General of Ireland, New York; and

"WHEREAS, Wth himthroughout have
been his wife, Adele, and their children,
Claire, Paul and Ben, all of whom fee
privileged to be a part of his |ife and
rejoice in his achievenents; and

"WHEREAS, Eugene Hutchi nson is an
inspiration to many people, and his dedication
and commtnent to the foreign affairs of
I rel and have proven himto be the epitone of
true | eadership; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor
Eugene Hut chi nson, the Consul General of
I rel and, upon the occasion of his designation
for special recognition; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this

resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
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t o Eugene Hut chi nson. ™

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: Madam Pr esi dent,
if I mght, as the vice president of the
Anerican Irish Legislators, | wuld like to
wel come Eugene Hut chi nson here and
congratulate himon his many years of efforts
on behalf of the Irish governnent and for
bei ng the consul general in New York City.

We appreciate all he's done to
foster Anerican Irish consultation. And if
you | ook and if you heard his resolution, he's
been involved in a great many worl| dw de
undertakings in trying to bring peace and
prosperity to this world

Being fromlreland, ny famly being
fromlreland nyself -- although I'm not from
Ireland originally; ny grandfather cane from
Ireland not too far from where the consu
general was brought up -- | can certainly say
that he is one of the nost distinguished
citizens of the entire world.

And | congratul ate himand thank
him for com ng here and congratul ate hi mon

behal f of the Senate and the Anmerican Irish
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Legi sl ators Association for com ng here and
honori ng us.

Thank you very nuch

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| rise today to al so congratul ate
the counsel or for being here in our chanbers.

It wasn't too | ong ago when | was
inlreland in 1993, and | brought ny wfe
from-- at that point it was Dublin, and we
went up to the north of Ireland. And there
you had seen the train was stopped and the
tracks in front of us were blown up, and you
were taken off the train and brought by
vehicl e around to another train and then
brought into the city in northern Irel and.

And when you were off the train,
you were searched. Then when you went into
the town, when you went into the stores, you
were searched. There were nen with --
government soldiers with nachi ne guns
t hroughout the north of Ireland.

It was an area that was very

unsafe, an area that we' ve seen nuch | oss of
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life over the century and especially in the
| ast 30 years.

W' ve seen a turnaround, a conplete
turnaround in the peace that we now see in
Ireland. And we commend you, M. Hutchinson,
Counsel or Hutchi nson, for your great
contributions to Ireland and to this country,
for the mllions that |live here in New York
State and to the tens of mllions that Iive
across this great country.

Ireland has come a | ong way under
its | eadership and under your |eadership, and
we congratul ate your country, your nation, and
we congratul ate you and your famly for being
her e today.

My famly, from Galway and from
Cavan, are very, very proud of the
contributions that you have made, as well as
this body is here.

Thank you, sir. Thank you for
bei ng here.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

As a fornmer Irish Legislator of the
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Year for this chanber, we'd like to wel cone

you here and to say what a fine job you' ve

done for Ireland and al so for our country.
And of course our distinguished

Li eut enant CGovernor and Madam President is an

Irish-Anmerican, as many nenbers of this

chanber trace their heritage back to Irel and.

| happened to bring out the flag that | had in

nmy drawer.

And | just want to wi sh you and
your famly well, Sir Consul

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all in favor please signify by

sayi ng aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: And | do think

it's appropriate, as Mary O Connor Donohue, to
invite you up here officially and to wel cone
you.

CONSUL GENERAL HUTCHI NSON: Thank
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you so rmuch. Thank you agai n.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe |I have a privileged resolution at
the desk. | would ask that it be read inits
entirety and nove for its inmedi ate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Bruno,
Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Number 1680, paying
grateful tribute to the remarkable Iife and
career of Patricia K MGCee, New York State
Senator of the 57th District.

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi slative Body that the quality and
character of life in the great State of
New York is enriched by the faithful and
caring efforts of those exceptiona
i ndi vi dual s whose |ifework and civic endeavors
have served to enhance our basic humanity; and

"WHEREAS, The nenbers of the New
York State Legislature are greatly noved this
day to pay reverent tribute to Patricia K
McGee, New York State Senator of the 57th

District and cherished friend and col | eague;
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and

"WHEREAS, Long-time Republican
State Senator Patricia K. MGCee, of
Franklinville, New York, died on Saturday,
April 2, 2005, at the age of 70; and

"WHEREAS, Representing the 57th
Senate District, consisting of Allegany,
Catt araugus, and Chaut auqua Counties, as well
as parts of Livingston County, Patricia MGCee
will be renmenbered for her |eadership on
wonen's issues, her strong support of higher
education and transportation, and her tirel ess
advocacy on behal f of New York's farners and
rural communities; and

"WHEREAS, Born Patricia Gould in
Del evan, New York, she is a graduate of Alfred
State College. In 1960, she married Maurice
"M ke' McCee; and

"WHEREAS, Affectionately known as
Patty by her constituents, Senator Patricia
McGee was recogni zed for her energy, her
foll owthrough work ethic, and her
determination and willingness to help the
peopl e of the communities she so proudly

represented; and
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"WHEREAS, Patricia McGee was a
l'ifelong resident of Cattaraugus County who
served as a county l|legislator for 10 years,
eventual |y becoming the first female majority
| eader; and

"WHEREAS, On June 16, 1987, she was
el ected to the New York State Assenbly. As an
Assenbl ywonman, she served as chai rwonman of the
Agriculture Committee and al so headed the
State Commi ssion on Rural Resources. For siXx
years, she was ranking mnority nmenber on the
Assenbly Committee on Transportation, and
served on the Rules, H gher Education, and
Envi ronnental Conservation commttees; and

"WHEREAS, Patricia McGee was then
elected to the New York State Senate in 1998.
As a Senator, she was chai rwonman of the
Committee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse, and
served on the conm ttees on Aging,

Cor porations, Authorities and Comm ssi ons,
Envi ronnent al Conservation, H gher Educati on,
Transportation, and Soci al Services; and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, Senator

McCee was vice chairwoman for a tinme in the

State Legislative Wonen' s Bi parti san Caucus,
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and served on several task forces, including
panel s on econoni c devel opnent and the future
of the State University of New York; and

"WHEREAS, Her | egislative
acconpl i shnents include sponsoring the
| egi sl ati on which nade the New York State
Constitution gender-neutral; passing Penny's
Law, which renoved the sentencing inequities
bet ween juveniles and adults convicted of
nmurder in the second degree; expanding the
Operation Recognition Programto include
Korean War veterans; and preventing Shaken
Baby Syndrone by requiring all maternity
patients to receive instruction and
i nformati on on the dangers of shaken infants
and young children; and

"WHEREAS, Throughout her tenure as
an elected official, Senator Patricia MGCee
remai ned an active nmenber of her community.
She bel onged to nunerous conmunity
organi zati ons, some of which include 219
Li ai son Comm ttee, Farm Bureau, Cattaraugus
County Touri st Bureau, and the Chautauqua
County Wonen's Political Caucus. In addition,

she was a nenber of the Veterans of Foreign
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Wars Auxiliary in Franklinville, the American
Legi on Auxiliary, and the Janestown Di sabl ed
Aneri can Veterans Auxiliary; and

"WHEREAS, Senator Patricia K MGee
is survived by her husband, Mke; their three
foster daughters, Ann, Carol, and Nornma; her
brot her, Dana Goul d; and her niece, Vicki, and
her husband, Roger Bal com and

"WHEREAS, The | egacy of Patricia K
McGee will |long serve as a nodel of integrity
and devotion to public service, and it is now
the intent of this Legislative Body to
i nscribe upon its record this sonber and
grateful tribute to her menory, hopeful that
future generations nmay understand and
appreci ate the benevol ence of this
di sti ngui shed public servant, the nerit of her
causes, and the caliber of her service to the
citizens of New York; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to pay
grateful tribute to the remarkable Iife and
career of Patricia K MGCee, New York State
Senator of the 57th District, and be it

further
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"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the famly of Senator Patricia K MGCee."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent and col | eagues.

We've just heard a resolution
describing, in a few m nutes, 27 years of
public service here in the Capitol, many of
the years here in the Senate. There's an
enpty chair here where Senator McGee no | onger
sits. But Patty's spirit is here in this
chanber, and her spirit will stay in this
chanber through her coll eagues, through the
peopl e that she interfaced with, because she
was just a remarkabl e | ady.

Her husband, M ke, is here. And,

M ke, wel conme here to this Senate chanber that
Patty | oved so nuch. And her niece, VicKki

Bal com and her husband, Roger. And Sharon
Hll-MLarney, who was with Patty as chief of
staff for a lot of years, joined with her
husband, Joe.

And they know better than any of us

the conmtnent that Patty had to her
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constituency. But nore than just to her
constituency, to all of the people here in
this state.

So, yes, we mss Patty. But the
wor ks that she did with al coholism substance
abuse -- | see Father Peter Young here, a
great advocate. Patty, whatever she did, she
just did it with a fervor.

But, you know, unlike a |ot of us
here in the chanber, she didn't have an ego.
Which is sonething all of us ought to try and
relate to. Her actions, she always felt,
spoke the | oudest, and her actions were al ways
ri ghteous and | oud. But her presence was one
of just being a hunbl e person.

She was just a person that you
wanted to be with and relate to and talk to,
because you knew there was a sincerity about
her. No pretenses. Nothing other than
speaki ng from her heart, speaking enotionally,
with a fervor, just feeling strongly about
what she di d.

And, yes, she loved her district
and Cattaraugus, where she was born and spent

most of her life, and used to cone in here
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braggi ng about all the products, |ike your
mapl e syrup and the nustard that you

manuf acture out there, apparently. And she
took great -- not you, Mke, but out there
generally. She just took great pride in
everything that related to her district.

And we here are proud of all the
good work that she did, proud that we call
Patty a friend. And we just know that her
spirit is here in our lives, in all of our
lives, and will stay here.

And Patty nmade a great choice in
Mke. MKke is a very down-to-earth, regul ar
kind of guy, and |I've gotten to know him A
war hero, wounded i n Europe.

And Mke, | really have to tell you
that | admire his honesty. He said he was
wounded in Italy and as a result they assigned
himto the softest duty any soldier could have
for nonths. Now, there aren't many people
that would admt to that, but Mke enjoyed it.
And he didn't enjoy being wounded, but he
enj oyed that duty.

So, Mke, we're glad that you're

here and just want you to be aware -- and
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you'l |l hear from her coll eagues, as you heard
in this resolution, just how nuch Patty neant
to all of us in our lives as well as to all of
the people here in this state whose |lives she

affected in so many ways.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat er son.
SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

| first met Senator McCGee when she
was a nenber of the Assenbly. But | think
that my first real nenory of her here in the
Senate is that she was here but a nonth when
Senat or Bruno asked her to serve as the acting
presi dent, as she did so often here. And at
the time, as the floor |eader for the
Mnority, | worked with her extensively.

But she was sitting where you are
sitting right now, Madam President, in her
first nonth here. And I think that the
reason -- |'ve never asked the | eader why he
put her there so quickly. | think that's
where she bel onged. She was a | eader.

She was soneone who spoke with

authority and yet one of the npst
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down-to-earth, just genui ne people that | have
ever net. And serving for 11 years in the
Assenbly and for six years in the Senate, |
think all of her colleagues were unani nous --
and it's very hard to get us to be unani nous
about anything, but I think we all felt that
way about her.

Her distinction, particularly with
her expertise on rural issues and farm ng, and
particularly transportation -- and her
expertise about the way transportation
operates in New York Gty was astoundi ng. But
I think that her great credentials and credits
have al ready been read into the record, and |
think that everyone here recogni zed her
prof essi onal i sm

But | think that what we will mss
t he nost about Senator McGee was just her,
just the way she was and the way she treated
everyone. | think the |eader put it best when
he said that so many of us need to control our
egos, but she didn't have one. | don't know
why he was | ooking at ne when he said that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PATERSON: But we really
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had a | ot of fun one day a few years ago when
Senator McGee and | decided to have a little
fun in this chanber. She asked Senat or Nancy
Larrai ne Hoffmann to sit in Senator Bruno's
seat and to run the floor. And when she
acconplished that, then | asked Senat or

Vel manette Montgonery to sit in nmy seat. And
then after they passed a few bills, |
announced that we finally had three wonen in a
room and the place seemed to be run a whol e
| ot better than it had ever been run before.
And that is how I'll renenber her.

In January, | realized that we had
bot h contracted pneunonia, and | called her.
And she was very strong. And | really
expected that she would be right back here
anong us. And, sadly, it didn't turn out that
way.

And so to her husband, M ke, to her
ni ece, Vicki, and her husband, Roger, and al
the nenbers of her famly and the nenbers of
her staff, who nust have felt like famly, we
on behal f of the Senate want to thank you for
so nmuch tine that you m ssed being with her

but that she utilized serving all the
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residents of this state so adm rably.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Vol ker .
SENATOR VOLKER: Madam Pr esi dent ,

it is not easy for nme to speak about Pat

McGee, who | guess |'ve known for about twenty
years or nore. | actually knew her before she
was in the Assenbly, when she was part of the
| ocal legislature and, | believe, the first
woman chai rman of the |egislature.

The reason | got to be friendly
with her was that in those days Warren
Anderson and | had tal ked about Western
New York | egislators. And very honestly, we
were | ooking for wonen | egislators to possibly
be in the Senate.

And Pat McGee was probably the nost
interesting person that | had ever net from
the Southern Tier. As |I've said before, she
was one of the people who could yell at ne and
still be a good friend. And I think one of
the things that we should all realize is that
that's not a bad thing for all of us to do.

And you were speaki ng of ego.

Every once in a while, she would call nme up
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and start yelling over sone issue. And I
said, "Wiat are you tal king about?" And she'd
say, "Well, you're supposed to be a | eader,
you' re supposed to" -- then she'd go and then
she'd say, "Ch, why am| yelling at you?
Because | couldn't reach Bruno," or something
or other.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR VOLKER: And | said okay.

But seriously, she was -- | have to
admt that she was like a sister to ne in nany

ways. W talked a | ot about issues, about our

famlies.

When she was in the Assenbly, | had
always told her, | said, "Wll, when Jess
finally retires, | expect you'll be running
for the Senate.” | said, "If you ever get in
trouble, give ne acall.” And | said, "W

m ght be able to help you."

Well, there was one tinme she did
that. And she said, "Well, I"mnot in any
real trouble, but," she says, "I got sonebody
to run against ne who's kind of nasty."” And
she said, "You know how nasty | get." | said,

"Ch, Pat, you're not going to get nasty."
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But we kind of watched over her,
and of course she did cone to the Senate
eventually. And she, in ny opinion, was one
of the strongest people in this body. In
fact, | have to admit to you that | was
telling people right to the end that | was
sure she was going to come back

And the day, in fact, that she
died, Mary Lou -- Senator Rath and | were
about to go to the hospital to see her with a
huge card that Chuck Fuschill o had picked up
for her, and the entire Majority del egation
signed it.

And we were convinced -- and |
guess | shoul d have seen the | ast couple of
conversations | had with her, she was gaspi ng
alittle bit. But we were convinced, and |
guess maybe because |'ve always thought of her
as just so strong and ready to nove on.

The final thing I'mgoing to tel
you is that Joe Bruno and | have tal ked about
this at the funeral, and | thank all those
menbers who were there and those that | know
woul d have |iked to have been there. As soon

as the mass started, one of the mnisters did
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a banjo or | guess it was a guitar or whatever
you call it, and we both realized -- Bruno

| ooked over to nme with this quick | ook,

Senat or Bruno, and we both knew that Patty had
to have planned this whole thing. Because she
woul d not have |iked, you know, a staid kind
of funeral. And it was clear to us that the
service was sonething that she had pl anned.

And at the end, | nust tell you,
when we sang, at the end of the service, "God
Bl ess Anerica,"” | thought, Patty's right here
with us, there's no question about it.

Because that's what she woul d have want ed.
That's what she wanted. The famly, | know,
di d exactly what she wanted, which was a good
thing to do when you were dealing with Pat

M Cee.

But we will all mss her here. And
| can tell you this, that she'll never be away
fromus. And | think the one thing we all
have to realize is the menbers of the Senate
who really are institutional never really
| eave us. They're always part of us. And I
think that's one of the great things about

this house, is that people |like Pat McCGee make
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this house what it is.

And | say to Mke and to the
famly, thank you for giving her to us. Thank
you for what opportunity you gave us. And
we'll never forget her.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, a lot will be said. |'m
sure all of her colleagues will want to speak
today. But | just want to bring up one other
quality that | think is probably the nost
i mportant quality that Pat had, and that was
her hunor.

In nost settings in the Senate,
there's nore nen at the events than wonen, you
m ght imagine, if you | ook around here. She
could go with the best of them there's no
guestion about it. She had a quick wit. She
was a funny woman. And she really brought a
great elenment of hunor to this body, anong the
many serious things that she worked on.

And | really think one of the
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sentinents that nost of us have is when Pat
came back for a couple of days after she got
ill, I really thought she'd be back. And no
one even -- | know | didn't even think, I had
no clue that the situation was as serious as
it was. And | think the only regret | have
today with respect to Pat McGee is that |

coul dn't say goodbye to her.

She was a wonderful wonman, a great

col | eague, and she will be nissed deeply by
all of us.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bonaci c.
SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

I think to know Senator MCee was
to love her. | served six years in the
Assenbly seated next to her. W cane into the
Senate together in 1999, and | was seated next
to her for four years. So for many days of
10 years of ny life, | got to speak at |ength
with Pat McGee. And our offices were next to
each other on the eighth floor.

And many people will talk about the
attributes of Pat. And | don't nean to be

repetitious, but the thing that struck me the
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nost about this wonderful woman was that if
she was wal ki ng down the hall and saw soneone
sweepi ng the floor, whether she saw soneone at
staff, whether it was her own staff or a
staffer in anyone else's office, or whether it
was the el evator operator or whether it was a
col | eague or it was the Governor of this great
state, she treated everyone with the sane
smle, the same respect, and the sanme dignity.

She made every one of us a better
person, and for that we will always be
grateful. And she is in a better place. And
thi s chanber has been enriched by her being an
el ected official -- probably the kindest
el ected official |I've ever net.

There's one thing that | could
never get over. | would see her with a pile
of letters all the time at that desk, and I'd
see her with this pencil, like six pencils,
and she's witing a mle a minute. And I
said, "Pat, what are you doi ng?" She says,
“I"manswering the constituent.” | said, "You
nmean you wite every letter back that you
receive?" And she says, "Yes, | do."

And | said, "You' re amazing. How
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come you don't have a staffer do that for you
because you have so nuch to do?" She says,
"No, | want to read the letters and | want to
answer them"

That is the kind of person and
dedi cated servant she was. She took care of
the smallest detail, no matter how long it
t ook.

So a wonderful worman. We will all

m ss her. And we thank you for sharing her

W th us.
Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mazi ar z.
SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very

much, Madam Presi dent.

| had the occasion to travel to
Al bany, to fly to Albany with Pat, we were on
the sane schedule many tinmes. And she was a
great friend.

I know when | was first elected to
the Senate back in 1995, and she was a nenber
of the Assenbly, she was, | think, one of the
first nenbers of the Assenbly from Western New
York to conme over and to offer her

congratul ati ons and her advi ce.
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And she offered that advice
t hroughout the tine here. Sonetines it was
unsolicited advice, | mght add. But it was
al ways there, and it was al ways positive.

And | know that as part of our
Western New Yor k del egation, w th Senator
Vol ker and Senator Rath and Senator Stachowski
and Senator Brown, Pat MGee, even though she
represented the Southern Tier of Wstern
New York -- and what we in the northern area
of Western New York, the Buffal o-N agara
section, consider to be sonmewhat of the rura
area -- there was never an issue, whether it
involved the City of Buffalo, N agara, or any
part of Western New York, that Pat didn't
assist us in any way that she coul d.

| know that | for one amtruly
going to mss her. Just a few short nonths
ago, | was nmarried, and she wote ne the
nicest letter giving nme, again, unsolicited
advice on the topic of marriage, which | hope
to live by.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator LaValle.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| think Senator MCGee was certainly
a perky, very direct, plain-spoken individua
who got to her point and conclusion very, very
qui ckly. You knew exactly where she was goi ng
and what was on her m nd.

The people certainly of the 57th
District were really very well served by her
bei ng here and | think, as Senator Bonacic
poi nted out, very in-tuned with what was goi ng
on.

But she and | really got to know
one another as a nenber of the Senate
Committee on Hi gher Education. She | believe
attended just about every neeting,
participated fully in its deliberations, and
really studied all the bills. And being a
Majority nenber, | nean, Pat would vote no
wi t hout recommendati on, but you knew very
clearly that she was going to participate in
t he process.

The committee was very, very
focused about a year ago on wanting to dea
with the nursing shortage problem And we

| ooked at what was under our purview in
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conmttee, and | nmade an executive decision to
put together a group of people, a little
subcomm ttee, and | named Pat the chairperson
of that commttee. She in a very short tine
came back to nme and said she was going to hold
five or six roundtabl e discussions around the
state, bringing in all the stakeholders to
parti ci pate.

And as we noved forward, it becane
very, very evident that one of the needs was,
i n higher education, that there were not
enough faculty menbers. And by having only
the sane nunber of faculty nmenbers that we
have, we could only generate the sane nunber
of students in terns of output and then into
the hospitals. So by increasing the nunber of
faculty nenbers, we could thereby increase the
nunber of people out into our comunity
hospitals in the health care system

Pat participated and was meti cul ous
in how each of the sessions were conducted,
the kind of input that we got, and how t he
report to the commttee cane out. And as a
result of her |eadership on that subconmttee

and on the H gher Education Committee, in this
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year's budget, for the first time, we put
noney in for nursing schol arshi ps and noney
for | oan forgiveness for individuals who w |l
nove forward into the faculty and academ c
setting.

So for all those individuals who
wi |l have opportunities to fulfill a nursing
career, they should thank Senator Patricia
McGee for her work. And those in higher
education that will be the teachers for those
students, they should be thanking Senator
Patricia McGee on that good work that she did.

Just in closing, as chair of the
Maj ority Conference, each of the nenbers have
certain signals that they give in wanting to
be recogni zed. And Pat al ways nade the
gesture of "just a little bit," | want to
speak just a little bit. And she did. As I
said in ny introductory remarks, she knew
exactly what the conclusion was. She started,
laid out the facts in a very direct way, and I
t hi nk everyone got her point.

And she served her constituency so
very well. We will certainly miss her.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Rat h.
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SENATOR RATH: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

M ke, Vicki, Roger, thank you for
being here with us today. As | said to you,
M ke, you woul d hear things today about Pat
that you certainly would never have heard from
her, because she woul d have been too nodest or
she woul dn't have thought that maybe you woul d
be interested. But |I'msure you would have
been.

What an extraordi nary person Pat
was. The Buffalo News identified her as a
tirel ess advocate for the Southern Tier.

| net Pat about twenty years ago.
W were neeting every nonth or so somewhere in
Western New York, the eight counties, at a
groupi ng of county legislators that net --
now, here's going to be a surprise for you, we
were working on a bipartisan welfare and
Medi caid reformcoalition. Sound famliar?
Even then, Pat and I were knee-deep in worKking
t owar ds what we thought was i nportant
| egi sl ati on.

And of course we'd fire things off

to the New York State Senate and the Assenbly.
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And don't know if you all ever got the
nmessage, or you probably woul d have done it
i medi ately.

But Pat and | were tireless in our
efforts all those years ago, and what fun we
had getting to know each ot her.

And how she | oved her staff in the
Rural Resources Commi ssion, and some of you
are here today. And | called the staff and
asked if they had sone recollections. And so
let me give you a few words from sone of them
and what they thought.

"She nade a concerted effort to get
to know each of us on a personal basis. And
when | got engaged | ast year, she was one of
the first persons | wanted to tell. | knew
she was sincerely happy for ne."

"When Pat was in the intensive care
unit at Kennore Mercy Hospital, she had been
wor ki ng on a personal letter to honor a
speci al occasion for one of her constituents.
She was concerned because she had not been
able to finish the letter, so she called the
staff and said: 'You guys nake sure you get

the letter finished." And |I know you did."
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"She was al ways encouragi ng and
upbeat, even if she was not feeling well
herself. And every day she thanked us for
comi ng to work and doi ng such a good j ob.

"Pat McGee set the tone for the
office. We were a real teamand a staff that
wor ked wel | together because we respected and
adm red our boss."

"The things | renenber about
Senator McCee, | renmenber her ability to
enpower peopl e around her to do things beyond
what they thought they were capabl e of doing.
She treated everyone with conpassi on and
respect, always adding a little hunor to keep
everyone rel axed."

The district office. "Pat was a
gol d standard for politicians and for wonen.
She rarely turned down the opportunity to neet
any group. Even when she was in her district
office, if people cane in, she would come out
the door and neet with themand talk with
them particularly the young people. Everyone
knew they had a friend after they'd tal ked
with Pat."

Anot her said, "I always called her
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"Senator.' And she said, 'You don't have to
call nme Senator; we're friends.' And |
responded, '|I don't have to call you Senator,
but I love doing it, because you're so
deserving of the title.""

And, Sharon, your comrent: In 15
years that you worked for her, you never had a
day that you didn't | ook forward to going to
wor K.

And ny all-tinme favorite was one
that you all shared with me. And maybe if you
had an office next door to her, John, maybe
you woul d hear it. Because when she would
come back in after a |ong day of legislature
wor k, she woul d say "Mther's hone," and woul d
go in and talk to everyone about what had
transpired during the day.

What a wonderful, wonderful woman.
And, Senator Paterson, you caught the essence,
| think, of Pat in the chair. But let nme give
you ny recollection of Pat in the chair.

When things would conme a little bit
ungl ued around here, as they do sonetines, she
woul d bang the gavel, and then she woul d stand

there with the gavel in her hand, sort of Ilike
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this, and she would say: "Senator So-and-so,
did you wish to ask a question of Senator
Thus-and-so?" And of course the Senator would
say, "Yes, | did." "I would be nore than
happy to translate your request through the
chair."

And then of course order woul d be
restored, and we woul d proceed. And wasn't
she wonderful the way she did that. It kept
us on an even keel, with civility and with
poi se.

So what can be said in closing
except thank you, Pat, for your energy, your
ent husi asm your insight, your |eadership, but

nost of all for your friendship. My you rest

i n peace.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mar cel | i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, As you' ve
heard, Pat was well-liked by everybody in this

chanber. And | know it goes well beyond that.
The phrase "Mt her's hone"

reverberated into our office, because we'd

been sharing a conference roomfor a nunber of

years, and we heard that phrase all the tine.
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So we al ways knew Pat was back

And it was interesting, because it
was done not as a joke, it was done with
nmeani ng and feeling. She actually nmeant what
she said. And she | ooked upon her friends and
her staff | think as her children, and treated
themw th respect and ki ndness. And that's a
mar vel ous t hing.

In the years we shared a conference
room never a mnute of any kind of conflict.
Never a di sagreenment. W cane cl ose once. As
many of you know, | was the president for two
years of the Italian Anerican Legislators
organi zati on, and as such the neetings were
held in our conference room And of course
the posters of scenes of Italy were put al
around the wal |l s.

Pat wal ked in one day quietly and
just kind of |ooked around. The next day,
there were shanrocks in between all the
post ers.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARCELLI NG So | went
into the office and | said, "Was there a

| eprechaun in the roon?" She said, "l just
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felt alittle balance was necessary.” So it
was that kind of relationship.
And she did ne a favor, a great

favor. She introduced ne to salt-rising

bread, a vile stuff. | could not develop a
taste for this. She loved it. | don't know
how, | don't understand why. But she loved it
and always was willing to share. And it was a

gift that sonetines we didn't want to have,
but it was there. And you always took it.

And | nust say, | will mss her.
And one of the saddest days |'ve ever had up
here was when | wal ked into this chanber and |
saw those roses on this desk. It's too bad.
It's a loss, as has been said, to this chanber
of a very fine person and a very fine
| egislator. And | know "Mdther's hone" in a

much better place.

God bl ess.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzol i o.
SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
I thank my coll eagues for sharing
wi th us such fond and wonderful renenbrances

about such a wonderful | ady.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2368

Those of us who shared those
remenbrances here in the Senate, | know we'l|
treasure them Those of us who had the
fortune of serving with Pat, both in this body
and in the Assenbly, have been given a
wonder ful gift through those years.

| just want to share with ny
col | eagues briefly a little story of Pat that
took place before she cane to Al bany. And
M ke and | were rem niscing about it alittle
earlier, that early spring of 1987, when she
was cal led upon to run for the State Assenbly
the first time. And Bill Paxon, who was in
M ke's kitchen, trying very hard to convince
Pat, at not the 11th hour but the 12th hour,
to sign up and run for the State Assenbly.

| know she had a | ot of doubts.
Maybe it was because Bill was dispatched in
the first place to talk her into it. But she,
after giving it as nmuch thought as she coul d
on such short notice, decided to run. And I
went down a few days later to neet with her
and to help in that first camnpaign.

And in spite of that, she stil

deci ded to keep running. And in spite of
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that, she still ran what at that tinme was
literally one of the best and strongest races
in the history of the Assenbly. It was such a
wonder ful , happy, joyous day that she was
victorious that spring day, that May day in
1987. Bill Paxon still tal ks about it.

And | know that person who was
brought in to service at the state level, we
are so grateful to her famly for the
sacrifices to allow her to serve in the
Legi slature, to her conmunity, who supported
her, the conmunity that she | oved.

What struck nme way back then, in ny
first neetings with her during that canpaign,
was what | renenber nost about her today.
Strong-wi I | ed, independent-ni nded, dedicated
to famly and community, cared so nmuch about
what she was doing. That service to her
state, to her nation, was terrific. But what
she gave us here were nenories of a person who
was so kind and so supportive.

Madam Chairl ady, | know we all are
sad by this occasion, but all happy by the
fact that we had the honor of know ng her.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
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Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

When you're this far down the
chain, there's very little left that's unique
and newto say. So if | repeat, it wll be
rei nforcenent, not duplicity.

Pat McGee was an extraordi nary
| ady. Conming fromthe Denocratic side didn't
matter to her. She was a person who was a
good friend. W nmet at a women's caucus once,
and we started a conversation. And until the
| ast day | saw her, there was no break in that
friendship and in that conversation.

She had a deneanor that if all of
us would enul ate, we'd be a lot better for it.
M cah says to | ove nercy, do justice, walk

hunmbly with your God. That was Pat MCee.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Oppenhei ner .

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Vell, |
wi Il have to concur w th Senator

Hassel | - Thonpson; we may have known her in a
little different venue.

W' ve heard from nost of the people
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here -- in fact, everyone here -- that she was
so well-liked by all of us on both sides of
the aisle. And that she was very

direct-tal king. You knew that what she said,
she neant. And you wel coned the very
directness that she had. But she also had a
wonder ful, fun, lovely manner, and that was
anot her piece of her that we | oved.

But | knew her in a slightly
di fferent venue, as did the prior speaker, and
that is fromthe Legislative Wnen's Caucus.
|'ve been on the executive board for 18 years,
and she was on it for a nunber of years.

And in that capacity, | nust say
she was a little bit nore progressive than
sonme of her confreres on the other side of the
ai sle. She was a strong supporter for
pro-choice, for a wonan's right to choose her
reproductive tinmng. She was there for al
ki nds of health issues that were exceedingly
i mportant to wonen's health. She was there
for education, equal opportunities for wonen.
It was just a great variety of issues that
wer e substantial and inportant to wonen.

And for that, | felt very thankful

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2372

that she was on the other side of the aisle
and that we had support com ng on sone of
these issues which | feel are very, very
nmeani ngful to wonen, to nyself personally.

And it was wonderful to ne to have
her there, and I'mgoing to mss her a |ot.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Al'l of us have many nenories of our
years of friendship with Pat McCGee. She
preceded ne in the Assenbly and wel coned ne
there with her friendship and her nentorship
and the nane "M ss Betty." | think she was
the only person in ny lifetine that ever
called ne "M ss Betty," but it was with such
warmt h and friendship that | loved it.

And then when | came to the Senate,
it was the sane wel com ng Senator MCee, with
some advi ce and counsel and friendship and
nmentori ng as we go al ong.

| recently heard a statenent that
said for a comunity |eader, life is a bow of
charities. And | think that speaks of Pat

M Cee. For in her district, she advocated and
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she gave her presence and her support, her
fi nanci al support and her personal support, to
so many of the not-for-profit groups in her
di strict who were doing so nuch good for the
peopl e that she |oved so nuch

And today, we renenber and we
recogni ze her not for all the honors that she
recei ved, although they were many, and not for
t he successful elections she had, although
they were nmany and very successful too; she
was a great candi date and a great canpai gner.

I think we recogni ze and renenber
Senat or McCGee today for all that she has
given, all that she has given to this Senate
body and to the state, but, nost of all, all
that she has given to her constituents. She
gave her constituents a voice in Al bany. She
gave them a true advocate for their causes.
And she gave them a very caring friendship.

| know her famly will mss her
greatly. But to say that we will mss her
greatly is truly an understatenent. And I
know we all will mss her smling face and her
personal friendship as well.

Thank you.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today in sorrowful tribute
to our colleague Patricia McGee and to offer

nmy condol ences to her famly.

| also had the privilege of sitting

next to Senator McGee. Every tinme | noved ny

seat, it seened that we were together. And we

al so sat together in the conference.

And | adm red her dogged, dogged
support and work on behal f of her
constituents. So | want to offer also to her
constituency our synpathies on the | oss of
such a great advocate and | eader.

Wherever she is now, | know Pat
woul d be terribly enbarrassed hearing al
these great words. She wasn't that kind of a
person. She did her work, she | ooked for no
gl ory, she worked very hard and she was very
wel | respected -- indeed, loved -- by this
community of senators.

So I want to share with you our
grief. W want to share with you your pain.

W want to let you know that she will be
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terribly m ssed.

Less than a year ago, Patricia sat
where the Lieutenant Governor is now, up at
the podium and presided over a simlar
occurrence, an occasion for nmy daughter who
had passed away. And she conducted that
cerenoni al act of the Senate in the nost
graceful way. And | have that on tape that |
can review. And I'll never forget Pat for
that day, or for the many other days that we

served toget her.

So | offer you ny condol ences. And

to Pat, where | think |I know where she is,
she's probably | ooking down on us now,
red-faced and enbarrassed, saying: Sit down,
Tom Morahan, and shut up. So that's exactly

what this senator is going to do.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
St achowsKki .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : Pat M Cee
was a very interesting individual, | thought,

because as easygoi nhg as she was, and as
friendly as she was, if you were on Rura

Resources, which | had the opportunity to
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serve on with her, you always knew who was in
char ge.

As a matter of fact, |I'mnot sure
that the Assenbly chairman ever knew that he
really wasn't in charge, that it was really
Pat McGee's show, because she just took it
over. At least that was ny inpression. And
at those neetings, | don't really talk a |ot,
| kind of observe. And | thought Pat ran it
and sonmeday the Assenbly guys will figure it
out, that it was really her comm ssion and she
just let themalong for the ride.

But she had a wonderful sense of
humor. And | used to travel with her an awful
lot. And last year, when USAir was in one of
their wonderful periods of no flights to
Al bany, we used to go through Phil adel phia on
Sundays. And Pat would always fly, and we'd
get off in Philadel phia and we'd sit. And |I'd
go waltz around the airport, because they have
a mall there, and I'd cone back and Pat woul d
be sitting on the other side, not usually on
the side that the gate would go, and |I'd have
to run over and say, "Pat, this one's ours,

we're | eaving."
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She'd have a plastic bag with
cut-up fruit, and she'd always offer nme sone.
And | felt like | was her son, half the tineg,
because she'd be saying, you know, "You should
have this, it's better for you," et cetera.

And she just was wonderful to
travel with. And unfortunately, now we're
goi ng through Phil adel phi a agai n, sone of us,
and it's kind of an enpty feeling going
t hrough Phil adel phia without Pat al ong. So
it's another place where you'd nmiss her being.

And actually, it really is funny
because | said that to Mke at the lunch after
the funeral, that |'ve gone through
Phi | adel phia twi ce, and wi thout Pat being
there it's really kind of a cold trinp.

Nobody ever supported the Southern
Tier harder. And the interesting thing is
whenever there was an inportant del egation
neeting, as Ceorge alluded to earlier, no
matter what the weather, it seened |ike Pat
was there. And sonetines the trip for her
coming fromFranklinville to Buffalo, isn't
the easiest in the winter. And she was there.

If it was something inportant to
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the region, Pat McCee was there, because she
wasn't going to mss out on it and she was
goi ng to nmake sure that her opinion on that

i ssue would be heard. O she would get the

i nformati on from whoever we were dealing with
so she coul d make her own judgnent, and
probably hel p us make ours.

So we're all going to m ss Pat
McGee. And it was interesting, you didn't
al ways agree with her. But no matter if you
argued with her or not, you never disliked
her. And she's one of those people that you
of ten hear about that you' ve never heard
anybody say anythi ng bad about.

And as Senator Bruno said, she
didn't have an ego, and nore of us could use
that. She also had a sincerity about her. No
matter what she said, you knew that's what she
neant. And there was never a question it was
goi ng to conme back sonething different. Once
she told you that's what she was going to do,
you knew that that was what she was going to
do.

| also had an edge on her because,

unknowi ngly to her, | had friends who knew her
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and her husband for years. So | had done all

t hi s background check on her. The Carpenter
famly knows the McGees for years, and her
brot her Danny used to ref with M. Carpenter
So | knew all about Pat, but | never let on to
that. | just kept that information and wanted
to see if she was actually as good as they
kept saying she was. And she was. So it was
a great thing to have known about so that |
knew | could trust her ahead of tine.

And the fact is that we're going to
mss Pat. And especially in Rural Resources,
where that comm ssion, nore so than anything
else -- and |'ve been on other conm ssions
while I've been here. Pat MCee al ways made
sure that everybody was included. When there
was a bill com ng out of Rural Resources,
everybody was on it. Assenbly mgjority,
Assenbly mnority, Senate najority and Senate
mnority, we were all on the bills, because
Pat McCee nade sure we were all on the bills.

And that may not sound like nuch to
the people that are visiting, but to those of
us who work here, that was a really big deal

And so that's just another area where Pat was
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ahead of her tine.

And Pat was just such a wonderf ul
person, and we're going to mss her. But
we'll always be thankful that we had the
opportunity to have the famly share her
friendship with us by letting her be here.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you
very much, Madam Presi dent.

The resolution started off today
"the remarkable Iife and career of Patricia K
McGee." How appropriate for such a great | ady
who decided to join this business of
sel f-pronotion and trenmendous egos, and she
had neit her.

| renenber she used to sit over
here, and | guess I'mnot going to take an
insult that every year she noved one seat away
fromnme. But she started off, and we didn't
al ways agree, but we drew together. Wenever
| had a bill on the cal endar, she used to say:
" Chucky, Chucky, Chucky." And then it went
to, last year: "Ch, ny God, another Fuschillo
bill."
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And | didn't get insulted, Carl,
when she noved next to you, at all.

But she always put it into
perspective for ne, and | always say this to
people now too: It's just a job with a great
title, but it's just a job.

And as John Bonaci c said, she used
to sit here and we used to joke how she used
to probably drive her staff crazy with the
pencil erasers. And all you used to do is
come down fromthe office and bring her nore
pencil s.

But she took so nuch care and | ove
to her work. And what | admired nost about
her was the respect that she had for people,
especially her staff. | nean, you were never
her staff, her adm nistrative aide, her
secretary, her counsel; you worked together on
everything. And she taught us a | ot about how
to treat people.

The Wednesday before she passed
away, M ke Balboni and | were in the mall and
we bought this card that Dal e had spoken
about, and we thought it would be a nice thing

to bring back to conference. And |I renenber
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everybody wote such nice things. | think
Betty Little wote: "Help, cone back, we need
anot her woman in this conference!™ But, you

know, the tone was we niss you, we |ove you,
we need you back.

And | renenber getting the cal
Sunday norning at ny house that Patty MGee
passed away, and it was just terrible, tragic.
It was so sad. And then | becane angry. As
John DeFranci sco said, angry because | never
had the opportunity to say goodbye. And angry
because | really, really loved this |lady. And
angry because if she was here today, | would
say to her, Thanks, Patty. Thanks for being
my friend and thanks for enriching ny life.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Wio could not fall in |love with Pat

McGee. Mke, you had to share her with all of
us and her staff and her constituents.

And as nenbers are speaki ng today,
" m | ooking around the roomand |I'm seeing al

these smiles because Patty is with us. And we
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all have different nenories. W all have
t hose special nonments that we had with her and
her many attributes that were tal ked about.

And I'd Iike to share one with you
and it conmes to mnd quite frequently in the
| ast several weeks since her passing, because
I, like John and Chuck and | think a |ot of
others, didn't realize how sick she really
was. And there's an enptiness because we
coul dn't say goodbye, and it's difficult not
to have closure with a friend.

And when Patty first canme to the
Senate, Senator Bruno appoi nted her the
chai rman of the Al coholismand Drug Abuse
Committee, and | was the chairman of the
Mental Health Conmittee. And | had shared
Al cohol i sm and Abuse prior to that. And we
have these budget subcommttees that we form
And so the first subcommttee neeting took
pl ace, and Patty shows up at the subconmttee
neeting, and there's staff there and ot her
menbers.

And as we're goi ng through, the
staff is doing their analysis of what's in the

budget and what the Senate should protect and
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what ever. And then they woul d begi n reading
of f $100, 000 for a programin Long Island,
$150, 000 for a programin Bi nghanton, prograns
in Orange County and what ever.

And as the neeting s going on,
Patty stopped and she said, "M . Chairmn" --
because she was al ways very respectful -- and
| said "Yes, Senator?" And she said, "Could I
see you in your office for a nmonment?" So we
went into the office, we closed the door, and
the staffs are still sitting out there.

She | ooks ne right in the eye and
she says: "Listen, dearie."” She says,
"Before you adjourn that neeting, there's
going to be $150,000 in that budget for an
al cohol i sm program for wonen in the Southern
Tier."

And | | ooked at her and | said,
"Yes, ma'am"”

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Al esi .

SENATOR ALESI : Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

I"mjust wondering if there's

anybody here who didn't sit next to Pat MGCee.
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It seens as though we all did. | know I did.
And | enjoyed that experience very nuch.

I can honestly say that | devel oped
a great affection for Pat McCGee when | first
went to the Assenbly. And we had a rather
| arge freshman class. And we were pretty nuch
all full of ourselves, and probably nyself
nore than anybody. But sonehow or other, |
zoned in on Pat McGee, or Patty zoned in on
nme. But whatever it was, we got to be good
friends very quickly.

And | renenber, |ike when you go
away to college the first year, you know, when
you cone into the Assenbly and you're out to
di nner a I ot and you start beefing up and you
start putting on weight. One day | was
sitting in conference, and I was fooling
around with ny button-down shirt. And
afterwards she canme over to ne and she said,
"Are you having a problemw th your collars?"
And | said, "Yes." And she said, "You know,
they're all crunpled up." And | said: "I
know. | don't know what to do about that.

You think nmaybe a little nore starch woul d

hel p?" And she said, "No, sonny boy, a little
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| ess starch.”

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ALESI : And from that day
forward, there was a little bit of a thing
bet ween Patty and ne.

And | escaped the Assenbly mnority
| ong before a lot of ny coll eagues who were
senior to ne. John, you sat next to her, and
Bal boni and Fl anagan and Robach and so nany
others. But when Patty came here to the
Senate, with no disrespect to all of my other
friends, | was just overjoyed, because it gave
nme that opportunity -- because she did sit
right here, and eventually next to nme again,
and it gave ne that opportunity to banter with
her .

And in fact, when | was going to
nove this year, | just wanted to nove for the
sake of noving, and it turns out that Patty
was supposed to sit next to ne again. But |
didn't |ike being back there, because | have
difficulty hearing and | wanted to come back
here. And | convinced Mdirahan he should go
back over there. But the one thing that was

very difficult for ne in making that decision
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was that Patty was going to be sitting next to
me.

And so | | anded back here. And for
what ever reason, | don't know, right now
there's an enpty seat there and an enpty seat
where she woul d have been

And it just nmakes nme think of a few
times when |'d offer up sonetines sone
one-liners. In fact, I was always trying to
get under her skin. And | would be cynica
about sonething, and she would just sinply
| ook at me and she'd say, "You don't say." As
if whatever it was | was trying to say didn't
real ly nean anything, get a grip on nyself.
Don't take yourself that seriously. Because
that was Patty.

If I was being irreverent, she'd
just sinply look at ne and say, "Wy,

Senator,"” and |'d get the nmessage.

And sonetines when | was really
pushi ng the envel ope, she would just | ook at
me and say nothing. And sonetines that's the
greatest display of intelligence and a great
of sense of hunor, is just to smle back at

sonmebody and say nothing. And she was very,
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very good at that.

I nmentioned all mny coll eagues t hat
came over here with ne fromthe Assenbly. And
| take great joy in reminding all of them who
were so senior to me at the tine in the
Assenbly, that they all cane in and I am now
senior to all of them And | used to do that
to Patty all the tine.

And every now and then somet hi ng
woul d cone up, and she'd give ne a one-|iner
back, and the only response | could give her
was, "Well, that nay be true, but just
remenber you're junior to nme." And one day
she | ooked nme right in the eye and she said,
"And, Senator, | very much enjoy being your
junior,” as if I were a hundred years ol der
t han she was.

And that was her fol ksy charmthat
everybody cane to know. That was Patty MGCee.
That was just a regular person, but devoted to
the job, passionate about her job. She showed
a strength and a sense of purpose that you
don't often see in our business, because you

knew t hat she was doing this for a reason

ot her than sel f-pronotion
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And you could tell, if she was
tal king to sonebody, it wouldn't matter if she
was tal king to a Denbcrat or a Republican.
When Patty McGee was tal king to sonebody, she
was tal king to a person.

And when | went down to the
funeral, | had that same sense when | | ooked
around and saw all of the people that cane to
pay tribute to her. What a collection of
peopl e, different people. And every single
one of themhad, |I'msure, that sane thing
that | said |I devel oped so | ong ago, was a
sense of affection for Patty McGee, and in
their owmn way, as we do in our own way here.

I only wish -- by way of paying a
conmpliment, | only wish | could hear once
again the words that her chief of staff said
at that funeral. It was marvelous. It was
such a wonderful way to capture the spirit of
Patty McGee. And to see her in her honetown,
where we don't get to see ourselves or each
ot her very often, because we're different
peopl e up here. Patty was not different when
she cane to Al bany. She was not different

when she was in the Senate.
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And so as Senator Bruno mentioned
in his conments, we do have an enpty seat.
But | know Patty McGee's presence will always
be felt here.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam Chai rman.  Madam Presi dent, rather
Sorry.

| served on that subcomm ttee on
the nursing shortage with Senator MGee. And
when she first started the subcomittee, |
made ny position very clear. W disagreed on
one very inportant issue, the 8:00 a. m
neet i ngs.

And one day at one of the 8:00 a. m

comm ttee neetings, she had handed ne sone of

the bread and said, "Taste it. Isn't it
delicious?" And | nust tell you, | lied. And
| said, "Yes, it's delicious."” Because | was
afraid not to say -- to tell the truth.

But this is the way you dealt with
Pat McGee. Hearings were held all over the
state, which she chaired. And | went out to
Fredonia and to other places in Wstern

New York, and | found it fascinating. And I
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was so glad that she had chosen SUNY Fredoni a
as a spot for a hearing. And | went to the
ot her hearings throughout the state.

And at these hearings, | mnust say,
Pat was amazi ng. Because these were not
heari ngs, these were roundtabl e di scussi ons
with people who were invited to speak. But
each one spoke. And there was an interaction
that |1've never seen at hearings before.
There was an interaction between the person
who was the invitee and Senator MGCee.

And it was a roundtable, but she
made sure that she got in the mddle of the
table so that she could interact with each of
the participants. And it was just the thing
that when I was going to college and | took
some education courses, this is the way you
wer e supposed to interact in a classroom

And she was doing this -- we had
one in ny district, in Queens, and she was
absol utely amazi ng. She brought a warnth and
a vitality, a sense of energy and exuberance
to what she was doing. And everybody cane
away fromthis hearing with such a wonderful

feeling that perhaps sonething woul d be done
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to help the nursing shortage.

And this concern for others just
overflowed into everything that she did. |
enjoyed the tine that we spent at these
heari ngs, and we're going to nmiss her.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Yes, Madam
Presi dent, thank you.

I join nmy coll eagues in expressing
the fact that we m ss our colleague very, very
much.

And | just want to tell a story.

It was many years ago when, in the old days,
we passed legislation on this side. Fairly
frequently, | shall rem nd you. And | had a
bill that was related to the way the nenbers
of the Seneca Nation, and | suppose ot her
tribes in our state, handled their foster care
deci si ons.

And | was invited to cone and visit
wi th nmenbers of the nation that took nme into
her district. At that tine she was in the

Assenbly. And even though, you know, |
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travel ed very, very far, ny staff and I -- and
it was very, very exciting but really
different to be in Oean and on the
reservation and to deal with the Native

Aneri cans.

And she apparently dealt with them
all of the time. So she very graciously cane
to a big event that we had, that they had for
us. And | don't believe we invited former
Senator Present, but we did invite her. She
was, you know, a wonan at that tinme in the
Assenbly. And the two of us had a great tine
celebrating, with the Seneca Nati on,
| egi slation that was so neani ngful to them

And so | thought -- | never forgot
that. | thought that that was just so
gracious of her. And it was really a
different -- different to be able to have a
sisterhood as a |l egislator with another woman
in another part of the state, even though she
was Republican. So | appreciated that. And
that's nmy nenory, that sort of set for ne, of
a nost gracious |ady and a wonder f ul
| egi sl at or.

So I wish you continued nmenories of
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t hose good tines when we all were able to

enj oy her presence here with us.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Fl anagan.
SENATOR FLANAGAN: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

It's interesting to listen to al
the people tal k about sitting next to Senator
McGee. G ven the fact that | sit next to
Senat or Robach, | really wish | could have sat
next to Senator MGCee.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: CGot to bust
chops around here and say good things about
our col | eagues.

Everybody brings sonet hi ng
different to the equation, in listening to the
coments that were made. Here's how | woul d
describe Patty McCGee. | was elected in the
fall of 1986, she was elected in the early
part of 1987, so | served with her and had
some relationship with her over a | ong period
of time. And yet I won't stand before this
body and suggest that | knew her as well as

some ot her people did.
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But ny renenbrances of her are very
cl ear and basic and very inportant. She was a
| ady. She was always a |ady. She could be
irreverent, and she had a wonderful sense of
hunor, but she was al ways a | ady.

She was extraordinarily
wel | -respected. And I, |ike many of us, hope
that we can al ways enjoy the respect of our
col | eagues. So that no matter what your
profession is, if you can do that at the
begi nni ng of your career and, nore
i mportantly, at the end of your career, that's
a hall mark of someone who is a rea
pr of essi onal .

Her staff, all wonderful people and
all reflective of her as a person. | think
you | earn a | ot about what a Senator or an
Assenbly nmenber is |ike by the peopl e that
they have in their office and how t hose people
act. So that's a real conplinent to her. And
the other way around; they had a profound
i mpact on her.

She served in the Assenbly, and a
nunber of us served with her in the Assenbly,

| perhaps a little | onger than nost. She had
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a wonder ful deneanor, but she could drive the
Denocrats in the najority absolutely crazy.
She was genteel, she was affable, but she was
persistent. |If she wanted to ask questions on
a bill, she could have cared | ess how | ong we
were going on, she was going to ask her
guestions on a bill and be persistent.

Al ways di pl omatic, always
prof essi onal, but when she wanted to nmake her
poi nt, people were going to listen to what
that point was. And she did that many, many,
many tines. But always in a nice way. She
may attack your bill, but she woul d never
attack anyone personally.

So part of her tenure in the
Assenbly was to play the role of the | oyal
opposition, and she did it extraordinarily
wel | .

And two ot her things about Patty
McGee. The nost inportant |I'Il save for |ast,
in my own hunbl e opinion.

| don't knowif this is folklore or
if it's true, and I would have to perhaps ask
M. MCee if this is true. There was a tine

in the Assenbly | had heard that Patty had a
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tattoo. So again, | don't knowif this is
folklore, but I had the tenerity, slash,
stupidity to actually say to her: "Patty, do
you actually have a tattoo?" Now, she tells
nme yes. Again, | don't knowif it's true.

And | said, "Were the heck is it?" She says:
"None of your damn busi ness."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR FLANAGAN: And you know,
because you know her, I'"'mtelling you the
truth.

Last but not least, | don't think

anybody's said this, she is a perfect
i ndication that nice guys don't finish |ast.
She was at the top of her gane, she was | oved
i mrensely by people here and in her district.
She is what we should all hope that we can
turn out to be.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mar chi

SENATOR MARCHI : Madam Pr esi dent,
it nust be bewildering to you, staying up
there and yet catching so nuch of the magic
that seens to flow in an unendi ng web.

Mal col m W1l son used to sit up
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there. Had never been a nmenber of the Senate.
| don't think we participated with himin the
constitutional convention. And in each and
every body, we had an opportunity to know each
ot her.

So | don't know whether it's the
fortuitous m x of the shape of this chanber
of the distance that enbraces us, of all of
the el enments that contribute to what we
recal | .

Let ne tell you this. The happi est
years that | have spent in ny |ife as a nmenber
of the Legislature were these recent years,
because it -- because | enjoyed the sane --
had the sanme feeling at the very start. And
as tine went on, everybody that | had net, and
Senat or McGee was an exanple of it,
denonstrat ed such a wonderful humanity.

It's not how much we know or how
much we put together or what |egislation we
were able to pass, it's what we feel. And
this is what every single nenber in this
chanber, all of us. And you yourself, Mdam
President, just sitting there, |'msure,

because | renmenber discussing this very thing
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in great length with MalcolmWIson. He sat
up there, but at the sane tinme he caught al
of the feelings that flowed fromthis group

So all of you, whatever you do, if
you're doing it out of conviction and out of
heart, you're donating a patrinony of
tremendous value. There's no noney in the
worl d that can give you as much happi ness in
enjoying this patrinmony, this patrinony of
| ove and affection that we have for each
ot her.

And this does not nmean that we have
to march according to a ritual junp. W can
el ect to nmake decisions. And the product, I
think, conpares well with any | egislative body
inthe world. But it's the feeling that if
inmparts to each and every one of us.

And Senator McGee was really a
very, very enlightened exanple of it. |
remenber very personally things that |
exchanged with her -- as all of you do, |
suppose, that you' ve had an opportunity to
talk with her -- how prescient and how j ust
full of Iife and understandi ng of humanity

that she represented to us.
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So, Madam President, | thank the
good Lord for his blessing, and I'm gl ad t hat
I"mhear to witness. This is a wealth that we
all enjoy, to enjoy each other. And she
provided it in such rich nmeasure. She was
always a joy to speak wth.

And | believe that we soneday wl |
be in that unknown country, which we will know
much better, but she can see us. And she nust
be gathering a I ot of joy and happi ness out of
the fact that a spark of that eterna
eventuality that awaits us all is being

shared. And she nust be smling right now

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

"' mone of the newer senators to
the conference here. And I'mhere -- this is

nmy second term ny third year. And | had the
privilege of sitting two seats away from Pat
M Cee.

And if Jimthought that she wanted
to be next to him it really had nothing to do
with Jim You see, the chair was always |ike

this. Do you know why the chair was al ways
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like that? W thought she didn't |ike us,
that she didn't want to talk to ne.

But she was a very engagi nhg woman.
She woul d al ways want to know about Brooklyn,
about the people in Brooklyn, how could you
represent Brooklyn. And | used to tell her, |
used to get fromone part of ny district to
the other part of the district, | used to do
it in 30 mnutes. She said: "In 30 mnutes
you go through your whole district?" She
coul dn't understand, she couldn't fathomthat.

And she | oved certain pieces of

legislation. | tried to take a keg-beer piece
of legislation. | thought she was going to
kill me one day. She said, "You can't take
that. That's ny legislation.” | said, "Ckay,
it's yours."

And she tal ked about ny -- she
always liked to get into ny kids and ny
heritage. And that's the type of person, she
wanted to get to understand you and to know
you.

But the reason she kept the chair
this way and she al ways wore the sweater is

because the air conditioner hits her right
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here on this spot.

So what | used to do, | used to
turn the chair around on her, and she used to
come in and she'd be flipping. "Wo turned ny
chair?" And | used to do it to her all the
time.

She was a great |ady, she had a
great sense of hunor, and she served her
famly and her conmunity very, very well and
di sti ngui shed wel | .

May God bl ess her. She served
well. And | think it's Lincoln's quote, by
the people, for the people. By the people --
it's by the people, for the people. She
definitely was that person. She worked for
the people, and she did a great job. GCod
bl ess her.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bal boni ,
to cl ose.

SENATOR BALBON : Madam
President, this is a fine tradition. This is
a very unique opportunity for us, as we wite
history, to put a point on the pencil, to give
color to the personalities that shape our

history of this state. It is a fine

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




© 00 ~N o o b~ w N P

N NN N NN R PR R R R R R R R
O A W N B O © O N o 00 »h W N L O

2403

tradition.

And for the 20-sone-odd years that
I have been in this town -- yes, it's been
that long -- you cone to take these nonments as

opportunities not to judge but, rather,

eval uate the characters that have cone through
our lives. And there are nonents that give
you a real insight into people, and they don't
change.

Patty McGee had qualities that I
think single her out as a nodel for all of us.
In 1993, | started working out really hard,
because | had to do sonething with this body.
And | would show up at the gymat 6 o' clock in
the norning. Six o'clock in the norning.

t hought | was the early riser. And so | would
wal k -- and one nmorning | got there, | didn't
have ny key. So | went wandering through the
halls of the LOB | ooking for soneone with a
key. And sure enough, there was one office
open. Only one. Pat MGCee.

And through the years | realized
she al ways gave her tinme |Iike that towards
this job.

| always judge a | egislator by how
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they treat their staff. Her staff adored her.
Al ways presenting themw th the best
opportunities.

| al so judge a person who
represents a district not by how flashy they
are, but by what type of enthusiasmthey have
for the district. And lastly, | always judge
a legislator by showi ng up and not whining.

Pat McGee just showed up ready to
do work without any conplaint. | renenber
showi ng up one tine, there was a bad rai nstorm
and I was in the Assenbly and | said, "Oh,
boy, it was so tough getting up here from Long
Island.” She said, "Yeah, | had four feet of
snow. " Ckay, thanks for the perspective.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BALBON : You know, in
this body we get a chance to put everything
aside. W've been here for nore than an hour
now, and we are doi ng now sonething that's
much, much nore precious than noney. W're
giving our time. And that's so appropriate,
because that's what Patty did. She gave her
time.

And after all, at the end of the
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day, that's how we're going to be renenbered.
Not by what we wore, not necessarily by what
we said, but the job we did. And this is a
wonder f ul opportunity, as colleagues, to sit
back and put everything aside and say: Wl
done.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bal boni, for closing for the nmenbers.

| woul d be rem ss before the vote
if I didn't express, briefly, nmy deep respect
and great nourning for the loss of ny friend
Pat McCGee. Her Irish tw nkle.

As | got to know her, there was no
guestion in ny mnd that she was a person to
be reckoned with. Her sinple way of getting
her point across never was |lost. Neither was
the fact that she always understood the issues
before her. But in her quiet way, she noved
to acconplish what she wanted to do.

I will mss her very poignantly
because she's been the | one voice, how many
times, when | say "All in favor please say
aye." | mss her terribly. Because with her

Irish sense of hunor, it would al ways be
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"Aye," and she'd snmle at me and nmake ne
| augh.

Wien | received the call that she
died, I cried. And ny husband said to ne,
"What happened?” | said, "Pat McGee has
died." He said: "Pat McGee? |'ve never

heard you nmention her." And | said to him
“Now t hat she's gone, | appreciate how nmuch we
have | ost."

And so many of you have said that.
In her quiet way, she never commanded our
attention unless it was to get sonething done.
But I'm so inpressed today and | earned so nuch
about each of you because of your deep respect
and appreciation for a woman whom | wi ||
al ways hold now, in nmenory, in the greatest of
est eem

| think the greatest honor we can
give to her nenory nowis to let her be an
exanple to all of us of professional public
servi ce.

Al in favor of this resolution
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
| suggest that we open the sponsorship of this
resolution to all the nenbers in the chanber
And if anyone woul d prefer not to be added,
woul d you just quietly approach the desk.

And | woul d al so suggest that we
wi |l adjourn today's session in nmenory of our
col | eague departed, Senator Pat MCee.

And t hank you, colleagues and
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not want to cosponsor this resolution in
menory of Senator Patricia K MGCee, please
notify the desk.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we stand at ease for just literally a
couple of mnutes, and then we'll resune the
Senat e procedures.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate stands

at ease.
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(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 4:42 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 4:48 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
come to order, please.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could now go to the noncontroversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
251, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 910, an
act to amend the Social Services Law, in
relation to the return of a child.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
311, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 2346, an
act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wagering
and Breeding Law and the Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

450, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 1398, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
maki ng the operation of an ATV upon the rea
property of a farm operation a crine.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
458, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 2392, an
act to amend the Penal Law, in relation to
assaults at a sports contest.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays,
1. Senator Montgonery recorded in the
negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
459, by Senator Libous, Senate Print 2500, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to the
provi sion of large quantities.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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secti on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

470, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 2858, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation
Law, in relation to maki ng technica
corrections.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

472, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 3248,
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an act to amend Chapter 203 of the Laws of
1999 anendi ng the Environnmental Conservation
Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

500, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 2534, an
act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to the
i mposition of sales and conpensati ng use
t axes.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
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passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
550, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 3337, an
act to amend the Cvil Service Law, in
relation to appeal s.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

557, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 3983, an
act inrelation to granting certain retirenent
benefits.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a
honme-rul e message at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

564, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 3216, an
act to anmend the CGeneral bligations Law, the
Public Health Law and the Education Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

567, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 278, an
act to anmend the Local Finance Law, in
relation to the sale of bonds and notes.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a
honme-rul e message at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

601, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 952A,
an act to anmend the Mlitary Law, in relation
to paynent of life insurance prem uns.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 90t h day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

676, substituted earlier today by Menber of
the Assenbly Grannis, Assenbly Print Nunber
7708, an act to anmend the Insurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Schnei derman, to explain your vote.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to support this |egislation.
Qur workers' conpensation system a critica
safety net for injured workers, has to be kept
sol vent .

But | hope that before -- now that
we have sone tine after the budget, that we
will take up the critical issue of reformng
New York's workers' conpensation system W
have sone of the worst benefits and hi ghest
costs in the country.

And it sort of reminds ne a little
bit of the discussion we had yesterday about
our health care system It is sonething we
have to do. It's been 13 years since benefits
were increased, and yet our businesses bear a
di sproportionately high cost.

So keeping the system sol vent, as

we're doing with this bill, is a step. But
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let's not let the session expire wthout
dealing with a fundanental issue that affects
the lives of hundreds of thousands of
New Yor kers, workers and their famlies.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
in the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be so

recorded as voting in the affirmative.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the

readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Is there any housekeepi ng at the
desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

Senat or Marcel |l i no.
SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator W nner, on
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page nunber 11 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 157, Senate
Print Number 1844, and | ask that said bill
retain its place on the Third Readi ng

Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, on behalf of Senator Bal boni, on
page nunber 11 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 167, Senate
Print Nunmber 182, and ask that said bill
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, on behalf of Senator DeFrancisco,
on page nunber 34 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 592, Senate
Print Nunmber 48, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
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are al so received, and the bill wll retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there being no further business to cone before
the Senate, | nove we stand adjourned in
nmenory, respect and honor of our good friend
Senator Pat McGee. W stand adj ourned until
Wednesday, May 4th, at 11:00 a. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e now stands adjourned, in nmenory of our
dear departed friend and col | eague Senat or
Patricia K MGCee, until Wdnesday, My 4t h,
at 11: 00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:55 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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