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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: In the
absence of clergy, | would ask everyone to bow
our heads in a nonment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nmonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Readi ng
of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, March 15, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Mnday, March 14,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe there's a substitution at the desk,

if we could make it at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: On page 4,

Senat or Fuschillo noves to discharge, fromthe
Committee on Consuner Protection, Assenbly
Bill Nunber 1551 and substitute it for the
identical Senate Bill Nunber 3018, First
Report Cal endar 290.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
substitution is ordered.

Senat or LaValle.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Madam
President, | nove to conmt Senate Print
Nunber 713, Cal endar Nunber 293 on the order

of First Report, to the Cormittee on Finance.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: So
or der ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there's a Resol ution Nunber 848 at the desk,
by Senator Bruno, concerning Good Joes |ike
Joe Robach. Could we have the title read,
nove for its imredi ate adoption, and then if
we coul d put every nenber on the resol ution.

And if anybody wi shes not to

sponsor it, they should indicate to the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senator Bruno,

Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 848,
commenor ati ng Good Joes Day, 2005.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:

Opposed, nay.
(No response.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The

resol ution is adopt ed.
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Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we can go to the noncontroversial reading

of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

175, by Senator Johnson, Senate Print 281, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to prohibiting.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first of

Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

176, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 741,
an act to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law,

in relation to increasing penalties.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

183, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 2569, an
act to anend the Labor Law, in relation to the

appoi ntnents to the Public Wrk Advisory

Boar d.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Lay it
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

190, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print --

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Lay it
asi de.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber
193, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 840, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
the disclosure of gifts.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first of August.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

195, by Senator Marchi, Senate Print 2154, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
peace of ficer status.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

264, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 3005, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to adjusted base proportions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

265, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 3006, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to all ow ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to the controversial readi ng of
t he cal endar.

And before we do that, if you would
ring the bell, let the nmenbers know that we
are about to enbark upon the controversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will ring the bell

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
we're trying to conplete the controversia
cal endar before the joint conference
committees commence. So if the nmenbers could
get here.

And if we could now go to the

controversial reading of the cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

183, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 2569, an

act to anmend the Labor Law.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

190, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 317, an
act to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Yes,
Madam President. | just -- very quickly, |
realize that the history of this says that we
passed this bill last year, Senator Sal and.
And | was curious as to whether or not --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:
Senator, are you asking Senator Saland to
yield for a question?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Yes, |
am | was going to speak on the bill, but

yes, | do.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Senator Saland, will you yield?

SENATOR SALAND: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: I
wondered if you did not think that the penalty
was a --

SENATOR SALAND: Madam Pr esi dent,
can | have a little bit of quiet behind ne,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank

you. Can we have quiet in the chanber

pl ease.
SENATOR SALAND: Thank you
SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Ckay,
thank you. | was asking didn't you think that

the penalty was a little bit excessive.
SENATOR SALAND: Vell, | was not
really concerned as nuch with the penalty as |
was Wth the threat to particularly the young
peopl e who mi ght purchase these contact | enses

fromproviders -- whether they be in flea
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mar ket s, whether they be in novelty shops,
wherever -- which threaten their vision.

Because by using these types of
contacts without a prescription -- they nmay be
a bit of a fad, they may be sonmething that's
hot for the tinme, but the user runs the risk
not nmerely of infections but of ocul ar damage
and, in rare instances, perhaps even the |oss
of vi sion.

The FDA has put out warni ngs on
this. And this is just an effort to try and
provi de some neat to what is currently an FDA
war ni ng.

And we've worked with Assenbl ynan
Canestrari's office, and we're hopeful --
we've noved this bill before. W thought they
were going to nove it last year. W're
hopeful that they will nove it this year.

They seem pretty optimstic about it.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Just
qui ckly on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson, on the bill.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank

you.
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| haven't been a teenager in a very
long tine, Senator Saland. But | happen to
have been one of those people who |likes the
decorative -- and |I've worn green and gray and
all other kinds of colors, you know. And
there are many adults that do.

And | don't think that | was aware
that -- of the dangers. | nmean, you pick
these up at the flea nmarkets because they're
so nmuch | ess expensive. |f you buy them at
t he opht hal nol ogi st's shop, they can cost
anywhere up to $200. But you get themin the
flea market for about $40 or $50.

So | do appreciate the concern and
your addressing this issue. And certainly
it's a consunmer education issue that would
automatically concern nme. | just wondered if
it was not excessive.

But | think that when we tal k about
the possibility of creating blindness because
of carel essness and unawar eness, then it
certainly gets your attention.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank

you.
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Any ot her Senator w shing to be

hear d?
The debate is closed.
The Secretary will ring the bell
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: If we can

proceed, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Wul d
the nenbers pl ease take their seats.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 90t h day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Nozzolio, to explain his vote.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| asked for a pause in the
proceedi ngs for the opportunity to explain ny
vote, as this is a neasure introduced by

Senator Saland to protect all people fromthe
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potentially serious, potentially dangerous
acqui sition of contact |enses which could hurt
the nost inportant gift we have, the gift of
si ght.

I know Senator Sal and's notivations
for this measure were in large part to protect
young peopl e from buying contact |enses in
this fashion.

I'"mvery pleased, view ng the
proceedi ngs today, our group of young people,
honor students from Auburn, from West M ddl e
School. And I want to wel cone these students
here to the Senate chanber as they're view ng
t he proceedi ngs, seeing how our Senate
del i berates on issues inportant to all people.

These young people and their
chaperones traveled a long way to be here to
vi ew t he denocracy that exhibits in these
hall s each and every day. |'d like to
congratulate themfor their interest, thank
t he chaperones for their participation.

And, Madam President, | think it's
fitting that, again, they can see us
del i berate a nmeasure that tries to protect the

health and safety of all New Yorkers.
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| ask perm ssion on this measure,
Madam Presi dent, to vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Senator Nozzolio, in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those Senators
absent fromvoting on Cal endar Nunmber 190 are
Senat ors Li bous and Trunzo.

Ayes, 58. Nays, O.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: There
are petitions at the desk, Senator Skel os.
Petitions out of commttee at the desk.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Duane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| have a notion at the desk, and |

would |ike to have it called up at this tine.
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THE SECRETARY: Senate Bil
Nunber 306, by Senat or Duane, an act to anend

t he | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

This bill is a nental health parity

whi ch woul d provide parity for insurance
coverage of nental illness with those equal to
coverage that is offered for physical illness.

Ri ght now New York State | aw
legally allows health insurance policies and
plans to discrimnate in the coverage they
provi de based upon the diagnosis of nental
illness. And frankly, it's time to end the
di scrimnation and for the Senate to pass
nmental health parity.

Current law allows health insurance
policies and plans to deny coverage and |imt
treat ment based on the diagnosis of nental
illness. Mental illness is widespread and is
usually untreated. Treatnent is proven to
work, it is cost-effective. And

unfortunately, now, American enployers |ose
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over $80 billion annually in lost productivity
due to untreated or undertreated nental

ill nesses of their enployees and their
famlies.

New Yor kers overwhel m ngly want
mental illness to be treated |ike any other
illness. And in fact, 34 states already have
some formof nmental health parity |egislation

Current law all ows health insurance
policies and plans to deny coverage and |imt
treat ment based on the diagnosis of nental
illness. Terrible things have happened to
many fam |ies because there is no coverage
equal to physical illness for nental illness.

And in fact, the president's New
Freedom Conmi ssi on on Mental Health,

"“Achi eving the Prom se: Transform ng Mental
Health Care in Anerica," identified unfair
treatnment |imtations and financia

requi renents placed on nmental health benefits
in private health insurance as one of three
obstacl es that prevent Americans from
receiving the health care and the nental
health care they deserve.

You know, already so nany states
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al ready have parity laws, and New York State
should join those laws. The nost recent
pricing of what that would cost per enpl oyee
per nmonth is about $1.26. And certainly
that's sonmething that is far worth the
investnent if we can nmake it so that

New Yorkers |live healthier, happier and nore
productive |ives.

So | encourage ny coll eagues to
vote yes on this notion

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator.

Al those Senators in favor of the
petition out of conmttee please signify by
rai sing your hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Brown, Di az, Dilan, Duane, Gonzal ez,
Hassel | - Thonpson, Klein, L. Krueger,
C. Kruger, Montgonery, Onorato, Oppenhei ner,
Par ker, Paterson, Sabini, Sanpson, Savino,
Schnei derman, Serrano, A. Smith, M Snmith,
St achowski, Stavisky and Val esky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
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petition is not agreed to.

Senator Sabini, for a nobtion to

petition a bill out of conmmttee.

SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| have a notion at the desk. 1'd

like to have it called up at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senate Print

1254, by Senator Sabini, an act to anend the
Real Property Tax Law and ot hers.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,
on the notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Senator Sabini, on the notion.

SENATOR SABI NI : What this notion
does is to bring to the floor a bill that's
been considered in the Assenbly for sone tine.
But perhaps at no tine in our recent history
is it nore appropriate than now.

| see we have | ots of young people
in the gallery. And the American dreamis to
own a piece of property or a house and live a

confortable |life and rai se your children and
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then retire. But yet with the cost of
residential properties skyrocketing in many
areas of our state, the owner of a residentia
property in retirenent often can't pay the
taxes on the increased val ue.

So you want to have increased val ue
on your property, but in sone ways that is a
sentence for you and in fact has caused sone
of our seniors to sell their property.

The bill would allow the owner of a
residential property, of a one-or-two-famly
hone, a coop or condom niumthat's the prine
residence of them and their primary residence
is in New York State, and who is 65 years or
ol der and has | ess than $5, 000 earned income
or $25,000 gross income, to defer their
property taxes.

Now, the property taxes wouldn't be
| ost. Those property taxes woul d be taken as
a lien on the property. Upon the transfer of
title or if the owner noves to sonepl ace |ike
Florida or Arizona for nost of the year, the
muni cipality, the locality would collect back
taxes plus interest that would calculated to

year at Moody's average for conmercial prine
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rate I oans. The maxinmum|lien would be no nore
than 80 percent of the actual narket val ue of
the property.

This allows the Real Property Law
and the Local Finance Law and the Insurance
Law in relation to tax defernents.

Many seni ors who purchase their
hones find that as their value goes up from
year to year and their taxes go up, they m ght
have to sell their homes or subject thensel ves
to costly reverse nortgages only because they
can't afford to pay the increased property
t axes.

And it's their hone, their place of
dwel ling for nost of their life, in sone
cases, and they're forced to give it up. This
woul d al l ow seniors to stay at hone with the
tax defernment and yet ultimately the taxes
woul d be pai d.

| urge all ny colleagues to join ne
in supporting this proposal, which is carried
by Assenbl ynan Lafayette in the Assenbly, and
allows seniors to remain in their honmes and
not have governnent force them out because of

their wise investnent in a good nei ghborhood.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator.

Al those Senators in favor of the
petition out of conmttee please signify by

rai sing your hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in

agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Brown, Di az, Dilan, Duane, Gonzal ez,
Hassel | - Thonpson, Klein, L. Krueger, C
Kruger, Montgomery, Onorato, Oppenhei ner,
Par ker, Paterson, Sabini, Sanpson, Savino,
Schnei derman, Serrano, A. Smith, M Snmith,
St achowski, Stavisky and Val esky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
petition is not agreed to.

Senat or Conzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, Madam
President. There will be a Mnority
conference tonorrow, Thursday, March 17th, at
11: 00 a.m in Room 314.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there being no further business to cone before
the Senate, | nove we stand adj ourned until
Thursday, March 17th, at 11:30 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. On notion, the Senate stands adjourned
until Thursday, March 17th, at 11:30 a.m

Thank you.

(Wher eupon, at 12:09 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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