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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECCRD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 2, 2005
11: 05 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LT. GOVERNOR MARY O. DONOHUE, President
STEVEN M BOGGESS, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nmonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, February 1, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnment. The Journal of Monday,
January 31, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
I nove that we adopt the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolutions 257 and 294.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
so adopting the Resol ution Cal endar pl ease
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is so adopted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
at this time if we could have Resol ution
Nunber 294, by Senator Little, read inits
entirety. And then I1'd like to nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
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w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Little, Legislative Resolution Nunber 294,
menori al i zi ng Governor CGeorge E. Pataki to
procl ai m February 2005 as Parent Leadership
Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, Meani ngful Parent
Leadership occurs when parents gain the
knowl edge and skills necessary to function in
nmeani ngf ul | eadership roles and present a
"parent voice' to help shape the direction of
their famlies, prograns and comrunities; and

"WHEREAS, Parent Leadership is an
essential and effective nmeans of strengthening
famlies and preventing child abuse and
negl ect; and

"WHEREAS, Parents Anonynous
I ncor porated has created National Parent
Leadership Month to recogni ze the
extraordi nary courage and tenacity of parents
who have reached out to nake inprovenents in
their famlies and conmunities; and

"WHEREAS, The Child Care Council of
the North Country recogni zes the vital

i mportance of partnering with parents and
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assi sts public systens and private
or gani zati ons, policymkers and ot her key
st akehol ders to effectively inplenment Parent
Leadership strategies; and
"WHEREAS, Parent Leadership is a
necessary conponent in an effective famly
strengthening and fam ly support program and
"WHEREAS, Parent Leadership is
successful |y achi eved when parents received
support and training and share responsibility,
expertise and | eadership in the planning,
i npl enent ati on, oversight and eval uati on of
policies, practices and prograns that affect
fam|lies and communities; and
"WHEREAS, Mbre parents each year
are devel oping vital partnerships with service
provi ders, policymakers and key stakehol ders
to shape policy and practice and build
stronger, safer communities for children; and
"WHEREAS, The power of parents
speaki ng publicly about their experiences has
made and will continue to nmake an inpact on
the lives of fam|lies everywhere; and
"WHEREAS, Parents Anonynous

I ncor porated devel oped the National Parent
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Leadership Team an innovative nodel that
actively supports parents in neaningful Parent
Leadership roles to hel p shape prograns,
practices, policies and | egislation that
i npact fam|ies everywhere; and

"WHEREAS, Nati onal Parent
Leadership Month recogni zes, honors and
cel ebrates parents for the vital |eadership
roles in their homes and comunities and in
| ocal, state, national and internationa
arenas; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor George E. Pataki to proclaim
February 2005 as Parent Leadership Month in
the State of New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to The Honorabl e George E. Pataki, Governor of
the State of New York, and to the Child Care
Council of the North Country."

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Little.
SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you, Madam
President. If |I may, | would Iike to speak on

the resol ution.
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This is a newinitiative being
sponsored by a group called Parents Anonynous,
a national association that recogni zes the
role and the | eadership of parents in the
lives of their children.

In our lifetine we assume nany
roles in our personal and professional |ives,
but | don't believe that there's any role nore
inmportant in a person's life than that of a
parent. And also, many tines it's the one
role in life that you' re not prepared to
assune.

| can renmenber in college witing a
term paper on the effects of the first child
on a marriage. And it was great on paper, but
it was a whole different thing when | had ny
first child and realized the effect.

A parent is responsible for the
care, for the education, for the devel opnent
of a child for that child s lifetine. And as
spoken by Kahlil G bran, a parent is like the
bow shooting the arrow and the child is an
arrow.

A parent develops a child in life

with the idea that that child can go out and
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lead a life of their own and be an i ndependent
person. And while they're independent, they
are forever with their parents.

W're all very pleased and proud of
bei ng parents and of devel opi ng our children
to adulthood. But nmany tines it's not as easy
as we think it is going to be. | was once
taken by a poem-- and | don't know if you' ve
all heard it, it's called "Wlconme to
Hol | and. "

And it's a poem about a person
preparing for a trip to Italy, learning the
| anguage, learning all about the country,
deci ding on things that they are going to do
when they get to Italy, and being very excited
about getting to Italy. And on the way, on
the plane, the plane finally arrives at an
ai rport and when they go to get off the plane,
the attendant says, "Wl cone to Holland." And
the person said, "No, | wasn't going to
Hol l and, | was going to Italy. |'m prepared
to goto ltaly."

And I'd liken this poemto what
happens in the Iife of a parent when they have

a child with special needs and with
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di sabilities. Because they've |earned one

| anguage, they've been excited about having a
perfectly normal child of good health and all
and yet that's not what happens. They have to
| earn a new | anguage, they are in a new pl ace,
and yet they find that there's a great deal of
beauty in that place once they adjust to being
in that place.

And the noral of that story was to
recogni ze where you are at the tine and what
you have and not always be wi shing you were in
that other place, that you have that child.

These parents are special parents,
and they are advocates for their children.

And we know many of them who have been here
who have cone to our offices and advocated on
behal f of their children.

| was particularly taken yesterday
by a parent who cane in and told about her
child who has nental health illness and has
been institutionalized for the past year and a
half. And yet this parent is a true advocate
of that child, working hard for policies and
prograns to help that child.

The other role of parents that
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doesn't always happen the way we'd like it to
is parents who abuse their children. And we
know t hat that happens every day.

What we are doing here in this
resolution is trying to express our gratitude
and our recognition of those parents who
assume | eadership roles in devel oping public
policy, prograns and hel ping other parents to
becone better parents for their children. In
their role of |eadership, they try to help
parents so that there is no nore child abuse
and parents do not abuse their own chil dren.

This is an effort to bring that to
national attention, to recognize all parents
for their roles in advocacy, for their roles
in pronoting policy, PTAs, in their roles in
vol unteering for children's prograns, for
recreational progranms, for educationa
prograns, for all the things that parents do.
And in doing so for their own children, they
hel p other children and other parents.

And in our resolution today, we
recogni ze them And | thank you for joining
nme. | invite all of you to join us on this

resol ution.
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Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
(No response.)
THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could open the resolution to
cosponsorship. |If anybody wi shes not to be on
the resolution, they should notify the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not wish to be a cosponsor of the |ast
resol ution please notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could take up Resolution 257, by Senator
Connor, have the title read and nove for its

i mredi at e adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT:

will read.

THE SECRETARY:

The Secretary

By Senators
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Connor, Duane and Savi no, Legislative

Resol ution Nunber 257, comenorating the Asian
Anerican community's cel ebration of the Lunar
New Year, 4703, the Year of the Rooster, on
February 9, 2005.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
Senat or Connor has consented to the resol ution
bei ng open for cosponsorship. |If anybody
wi shes not to sponsor the resolution, they
shoul d notify the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not wi sh to cosponsor the | ast resolution
pl ease notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there any

housekeepi ng at the desk?
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THE PRESI DENT: No, there isn't
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELGCS: There bei ng no
further business to cone before the Senate,
nove we stand adj ourned until Monday,
February 7th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egi sl ative days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adjourned until Mbnday,
February 7th, intervening days being
| egi sl ative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:15 a.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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