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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECCRD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 31, 2005
3:17 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LT. GOVERNOR MARY O. DONOHUE, President
STEVEN M BOGGESS, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to pl ease
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nmonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Friday, January 28, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Thursday,

January 27, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Maltese, |
nove that the follow ng bill be discharged

fromits respective commttee and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Print 574.

THE PRESI DENT: So order ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
can we have the title read on Resol ution 292,
by Senator Morahan, and nove for its imredi ate
adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Mor ahan, Legi sl ative Resol ution Number 292,

honoring Sister Marie Callahan for her 75
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years of service as a Dom nican Sister.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there's a privileged resolution, 293, by
Senat or Bal boni. Could we have the resol ution
read in its entirety and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Bal boni, Legislative Resol ution Nunmber 293,
honoring the nmenbers of the New York State
Nat i onal Guard who provided security during
the elections in Irag on Sunday, January 30,
2005.

"WHEREAS, Menbers of the Arned
Services fromthe State of New York who have

served so faithfully and courageously in wars
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in which our nation's freedomwas at stake, as
well as in the preservation of peace during
peaceti nme, deserve a special salute fromthis
Legi sl ati ve Body; and

"WHEREAS, The dedi cati on and
sacrifice of our mlitary personnel ensure our
continued role as a nation which enbodies the
i deal s of denobcracy and is a defender of
| i berty for peoples throughout the world; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is
justly proud to honor the nmenbers of the
New York State National Guard who provided
security during the elections in Iraqg on
Sunday, January 30, 2005; and

"WHEREAS, There are 5,135 nenbers
of New York State's National Guard who have
been called to serve in Iraq; and

"WHEREAS, Approximtely 4,000 of
t hose New York National Guard nenbers are
providing protection to lraqi civilians in
their conmunities; and

"WHEREAS, On January 30, 2005,
t hose brave New York National Guard nenbers
hel ped to keep order during the first truly

free election in lraq in half a century; and
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"WHEREAS, It is estimated that
60 percent of the 14 mllion eligible Iraqgis
voted in those el ections, and the commandi ng
presence of those New York National CGuard
menbers mnimzed the nunber of casualties in
this region torn by daily violence; and

"WHEREAS, Those New York Nationa
Guard nmenbers also provide training to lraq
security forces dedicated to a peaceful and
free lraqg; and

"WHEREAS, All New York Nationa
Guard nmenbers who served or are serving in
Irag contribute to the ongoi ng quest for
stability; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor the
menbers of the New York State National Guard
who provided security during the elections in
I rag on Sunday, January 30, 2005, and to
comend those individuals from New York for
their role in pronoting worl dw de denocracy;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted

to Maj or General Thomas P. Maguire, Jr.,
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Adj ut ant General of New York."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bal boni .

SENATOR BALBON : Madam
President, in Anerica we search for things
that we can agree with, and -- at |east we
ought to be. And so oftentinmes we tal k about
denocracy, but only in this country.

Today is a very historic day,
foll owi ng one of the nost historic days in the
hi story of the Mddle East. Anmerica has net
its prom se of taking its resources, its nost
val uabl e and precious resources, and using
themto bring denocracy -- not just in word,
but in deed -- to the Mddle East.

Free el ections were held yesterday
inlrag for the first time in 50 years. Fifty
years. And the reason why they occurred --
obvi ously because of the Iraqi people, but
because 4,000 of our fellow residents of this
state put their life in harms way to provide
security for that election.

The nunbers that are conming in are
still alittle sketchy, but it's estimated to
be close to 60 percent of the country's

eligi ble population voted. That is
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extraordinary. And particularly when you
consider the run-up to the el ection, everybody
saying this was going to be a disaster, you
ought to delay it, you ought to postpone it,
there can't be security, we ought to bow to
the terrorists. After all, we know what they
want. They don't really want freedom They
can't understand freedom

O course they understand freedom
And what we've seen is they understand freedom
per haps as passionately or nore passionately
than we do. How would Americans react if we
had to go to the polls under the gun, with the
threat of violence and death? Wuld we go in
60 percent nunmbers? But in part that happened
because of the nmen and wonmen who are serving
in the volunteer armed forces today, meking
that sacrifice.

As chair of the Mlitary Affairs
Committee, |'ve never been nore proud, because
this is sonething you can't argue wth.
Whet her you believe Irag was right or Iraqg was
wrong, what you can say is giving people the
right to vote and providing themw th the

security necessary to exercise that franchise
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is the greatest gift we can give as a
denocracy. And it is because of the bl ood,
sweat, and tears of our nei ghbors and our
constituents that we are able to do this.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you, Madam
President. Pl ease excuse ny voice.

You know, Senator Bal boni said it
very clearly. New Yorkers have over 4,000
troops in Iraq. Probably, since the beginning
of the event, closer to 6,000. W talk about
the opportunity to vote for the first tinme in
50 years. W talk about a constitution.
think we ought to take a nmonment and go back in
hi story.

In May of 1945, the Gernmans
surrendered in Europe. It took us 4% years to
get a constitution and an organi zed body in
Germany. On Septenber 2, 1945, on the U S
M ssouri, the Japanese surrendered. It took
us four years to get the Japanese gover nnent
in place.

Now, we tal k about all of the

i nsurgents that went on. | don't know about
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anybody else in this room but I know I went
fromthe Pacific to Japan, and while in Japan
our units were bonbarded nany, many nights,
many, many days. Qur | osses were mniml, but
our property | osses were great.

W are very fortunate; the people
that are in Iraq are all volunteers. Now,
|'ve heard people say they didn't volunteer to
go there or volunteer to do this, that or the
other. You know, |ast week | talked to two
Arny colonels back fromlrag. |It's very clear
that reenlistnents are in the 90s, very clear
that these servicenmen and wonen asked to be
part of the arned forces. And being part of
the arned services is serving where your
country sends you.

It's a proud profession. |'mvery
proud. And we ought to be very proud of what
t hey' ve acconplished. Yesterday, that vote,
they did everything.

Al'l the external people did
everything they could to tear that vote down.
And what happened? W were successful. W
wer e successful because the Iraqi people, not

only in lraq, but in other parts of the world,
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wanted to show that they wanted freedom

You know, if we don't have freedom
there, we won't have freedom here. |'ve said
it time and tine again, 1'd rather fight in
Baghdad than in New York.

And when | hear people tal k about
conbat, what bothers ne the nost is those who
tal k about it have never been in conbat. CQur
Maj ority Leader, Senator Bruno, fought in the
35th Infantry Reginent in Korea. John March
was in it. Cesar Trunzo. And |I'mvery proud
that | was.

But we shoul d be very proud of what
our men and wonen did, because they stood up.
They were a part of the new generation to
enbrace the world with freedom

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Padavan.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

I'"d i ke to associate nyself with
the conments nmade by the previous two speakers
and thank Senator Bal boni for introducing this
resolution. However, | would add sonething to
it.

Along with the National Guard,
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there are thousands of Army Reservists
stationed in units throughout New York State
who have been activated and are now in Irag.
|"ve attended various cerenonies of these
units as they were leaving at Fort Totten, as
an exanple, the headquarters of the 77th
Reserve Conmand. And | stood there and
wat ched t hem say goodbye to their famlies,
their children, their parents, others that
they knew as they left, departed for Irag.

Anmong t hose who were activated is a
unit that | served in and commanded nmany years
ago, the 411th Engi neer Brigade. And that's
the second tine for them because they were
al so activated during the Gulf War.

And you probably don't renenber,
but Senator Bonacic introduced a resolution
here | ast session, late |ast session, on
behal f of one of the nenbers of that unit who
lost his life there.

So in addition to the Nationa
Guard, whom we can be very proud of, we should
al so be aware that there are equal nunbers of
federal Arnmy Reservists serving in Iraqg doing

a fantastic job -- medical units, supply
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units, transportation units, engineering units
of all kinds are doing what they were trained
to do. And in thinking about our Guard, we
shoul d al so think about them

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all those in favor please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe Senator Bal boni wants to open it for
cosponsorship. |If anybody w shes not to
sponsor it, they should notify the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not want to sponsor the |ast resolution
pl ease notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
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will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
4, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 85 --

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Numnber

7, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 752, an act
to anend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: There
is a local fiscal inpact note at the desk.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

Senator, that conpletes the reading
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of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: No
further business at the desk.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Then on behal f
of Senator Bruno, in consultation wth
Mnority Leader Paterson, | hand up the
following Mnority conmttee assignnents and

ask that they be filed at the desk with the

C erk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: They
wi Il be received and filed in the Journal,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELGCS: There bei ng no

further business to conme before the Senate, |
nove we stand adj ourned until Tuesday,
February 1st, at 3:00 p.m

Bef ore we adjourn, there will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Ckay,
first there's going to be an i medi ate neeti ng
of the Rules Cormittee in the Majority

Conf erence Room
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On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Tuesday, February 1st,
3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 3:33 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)

Candyco Transcri ption Servi ce,

I nc.




