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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECCRD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 10, 2005
2:59 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR RAYMOND A. MEI ER, Acting President
STEVEN M BOGGESS, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER: The
Senate will conme to order.

May | ask everyone present to
pl ease rise and join nme in the Pledge of
Al | egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: In the
absence of clergy, my we pl ease each bow our
heads in a nonent of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nmonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Readi ng
of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Sunday, January 9, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday,
January 8, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Hear i ng
no objection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO M. President,
believe that | have a privileged resolution at
t he desk nunmbered 72. | would ask at this
time that it be read inits entirety and nove

for its imredi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senator Bruno,

Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 72, expressing
sincerest, heartfelt condol ences to the
victinms of the devastating natural disaster in
Sout heast Asia that was caused by a tsunam on
Sunday, Decenber 26, 2004.

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
recogni zes the epic devastation that has been
and continues to be caused by the natura
di saster that has hit Southeast Asia, and the

far-reaching loss of |ife and danage that has
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been sustained by the victins of this tragedy
and by the entire world; and

"WHEREAS, on Sunday, Decenber 26,
2004, the nost powerful earthquake in 40 years
shook the island of Sumatra, causing viol ent
tsunam s in the Indian Ccean, which in turn
pounded shorelines fromlndonesia to Tanzani a,
| eavi ng over 100, 000 dead, thousands nore
m ssing or unreachable, and mllions nore
honel ess or without food or shelter; and

"WHEREAS, This natural catastrophe
is one of the worst the world has ever seen,
and the ramfications in terms of loss of life
will be long-term the loss of life will be
generational, as whole fani|lies have been
| ost, lifelong injuries sustained, and many
chil dren orphaned as a result of the tragedy;
and

"WHEREAS, In turn, this Legislative
Body al so recogni zes that our commitnent and
our conpassion as a state nmust be long-term
in order to ensure that the recovery efforts
underway in Sout heast Asia continue until the
rebui |l di ng of hones and |lives takes hold once

again in the affected regions; and
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"WHEREAS, The giving nature of
New Yorkers, and all Anericans, is already
apparent by the outpouring of synpathy and
contri butions made on behal f of countless
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons who have ai ded
inthe relief efforts; and

"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
represents a community that possesses the
natural inclination to cone to those in need,
especially in tinmes of the greatest tragedies
t hat have occurred on our own soil as well as
abroad; and

"WHEREAS, Above all else, the
generous people of the State of New York, as
represented by this Legislative Body, will be
steadfast in their solidarity with the victins
of this natural disaster until stability
returns to their countries and hope is
restored to their lives; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to express
sincerest, heartfelt condol ences to the
victinms of the devastating natural disaster in
Sout heast Asia that was caused by a tsunam on

Sunday, Decenber 26, 2004."
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, M.
Presi dent and col | eagues.

We've heard a very brief review of
one of the greatest tragedies that any of us
have ever heard of in, possibly, centuries.
And when we tal k about and you read about it,

t hat 150, 000, approxi mately, dead, and stil
counting, mllion of people displaced, it kind

of puts our lives in perspective.

And this is a natural disaster. In
no way could it have been avoided. It just
happens. | think it's inportant that we just

recogni ze the suffering that has taken pl ace,
when you hear and read about orphans by the
t housands that are out there, and no way
presently to suitably care for themor to
pl ace them

| think it's just inmportant that we
recogni ze what life is all about and how short
life can be and how traumatic |ife can be and
how from day to day you i mgi ne those peopl e
the day before -- just think about what their

lives were |ike, and then the day of, and then
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the day after and what's going on there now
that will last for years and years and years,
never a recovery. And that's as sad as it can
be.

So | think it's appropriate that

while we're here in this chanber contenplating

governing -- and we're contenpl ati ng how we
will govern, howw |l we be nore efficient,
nore responsive, nore open -- we just bear in

m nd that we shouldn't be conflicted in where
we are, but we should just be so m ndful that
there are people out there in this world who
are suffering tragedies that you can't fix
with legislation, and suffering that's going
to go on and on and on. So all we can do is
hope and pray that their lives inprove.

And, M. President, | would ask ny
col | eagues to just join me in a nonent of
silence and reflect on our lives and their
lives. Thank you.

Can we rise in a nonment of silence.
And t hank you.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age rose and
respected a nonent of silence.)

SENATOR BRUNG M. President,
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ask that any Senator's nane be added to the
resol ution unl ess they request otherw se.

And t hank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER
According to the practice, those w shing not
to be on the resolution, informthe desk.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Senat or Conzal ez

woul d |i ke to be recogni zed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Gonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes, M.
President. There will be an imedi ate neeting

of the Mnority conference in Room 314.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEIl ER
| medi ate neeting of the Mnority conference

in Room 314.
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Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC I woul d ask that
we have an imedi ate neeting of the Majority
in the Majority Conference Room And we're
estimating 20 m nutes, a half hour.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER
| medi ate neeting of the Majority conference
in the Majority Conference Room

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 3:08 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 4:38 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNGC M. President,
can we at this time return to notions and
resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

SENATOR BRUNC | believe that
Senate Resolution 10 is at the desk. | would
ask that it be read inits entirety and nove

for its imredi ate adopti on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read Senate Resol ution 10.
THE SECRETARY: By the Senate

Committee on Rul es, Senate Resol ution Nunber
10, providing for the adoption of the Rul es of
the Senate for a certain period of tine.

"RESOLVED, That the Rules of the
Senate for the year 2004, as |ast anmended, be
adopted as the Rules of the Senate for the
period January 10, 2005, through January 24,
2005. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNGC M. President, we
have a resolution before us that extends, as
you heard, the Rules of the Senate until
January 24t h.

In the interim in conference with
our nmenbers here, and with Senator Paterson,
who has been conferencing with his nenbers, we
have cone to an agreenent that the inportant
thing in this chanber is that we be responsive
to the public, that we be open, that the
proceedi ngs here be efficient and get our work

done to get us a result.
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And while debate will be
appropriate when we have the Rules in place,
open, proper debate, conpronise -- that's the
art of governing. And that's where we are.

So by agreenment, we will be talking
with Senator Paterson. W are going to put
together a joint conmttee, a task force
bet ween both sides of the aisle, to address
the Rul es changes to hel p nake this chanber as
effective, as efficient, as open as we can al
make it. And hopefully sharing our thoughts,
wor ki ng together, which is always better.

There's enough tine in our lives
when we have to be in different places, and
that's known as canpaigns. And when the
canpai gns are over, you govern. And that's
what we are doing. W are governing.

So | wel cone the opportunity to
confer with Senator Paterson and his
col | eagues and our col |l eagues as we go forward
over these next two weeks to put together new
Rul es for the Senate, again, to make us open
and responsi ve.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER: Senat or
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Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
I think for the past couple of years there has
been a growi ng concern on the part of the
public, through good governnent groups -- and
even privately anong ourselves -- that we
reach our potential in terns of our
interaction as a body and our effectiveness as
a Legislature.

To that end, there have been a
nunber of proposals designed to revitalize and
in many ways reenfranchi se governnent and to
give the public, that sends us as their
representatives through service, a better
product than we have.

It's no secret that twenty years of
| at e budgets and a nunber of inabilities to
reach decisions on the Help Anerica Voting Act
and ot her ways that we woul d recei ve noney
fromthe federal governnment have placed us al
in the position of further and further
scrutiny by the people that we represent.

Today, | think that the Majority
conference, through their dial ogue with our

conference, that we have reached a hi gher
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| evel of consciousness here and perhaps the
dawni ng of a new era of cooperation, in that
we will table the Rules of the Senate for two
weeks while we reexam ne sone of the issues on
whi ch we have sonme vehenent di sagreenent.

The di sagreenent itself is not a
problem That is sonething that is historica
in our country and in our state. But it's our
ability to create a process that brings us
closer to sonething that is really
representative, is what we are seeking.

And so I'd like to thank all the
nmenbers of the Republican conference and their
staffs who hel ped them | ook over some of our
suggestions, and particularly Majority Leader
Bruno for talking to us today and bei ng
willing to negotiate with us on sonethi ng that
will allow every nenber of this Senate the
capacity to represent our constituencies to
t he hi ghest |evel of performance that we can
achi eve.

So we will take another |ook at the
Rules. We'll try to work it out. And even if
we are not in full agreenent in the end, it

wll at |east denpnstrate that not at the | ast
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mnute, but in a way that gives a voice to
everyone here, we will seek an end that |
think we will all be proud of.

If nothing else, it cannot be said
that we haven't consulted with each other
that there are hard feelings on either side,
that there are any sort of surprise proposals,
some of which nay have been the hard and fast
feelings of some of us here. W' ve alleviated
that today by creating a coalition of spirit,
if not of interest, and will go forward and
try to denonstrate to the public we represent
that we are reaching our professiona
capacity.

So | want to thank Senator Bruno
agai n and thank the nmenbers of my conference
and of the Majority conference for the joint
cooperation we've achi eved today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MElI ER: The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNC M. President, is
there any further business to cone before the
Senate at this tinme?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: There is
no further business, Senator.

SENATOR BRUNG Then t here being
no further business, | would hand up a list of
Fi nance Comm ttee assignnents on behalf of the
Majority, and, in consultation with Senator
Pat erson, hand up the nenbers of the Mnority
on the Finance Committee.

And if you woul d recogni ze Senator

Gonzal ez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Gonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: M. President,
there will be a neeting of the Mnority

conference tonorrow, Tuesday, January 11th,
10: 30 a. m, Room 314.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The

reports outlined by the Majority Leader will
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be received and entered into the Journal.

And the Senate Mnority conference
wi Il neet tonmorrow at 10:30 a.m in Room 314.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO And, M.
President, there being no further business to
cone before the Senate, | would nove that we
stand adj ourned until 11:15 tonorrow. But at
11: 00, there will be a neeting of the Finance
Committee in Room 124. 11:00, session at
11: 15.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, January 11th, at 11:15 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:45 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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