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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Wednesday, Novenber 17, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of
Tuesday, Novenber 16, was read and approved.
On notion, Senate adjourned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could adopt the Resolution Cal endar in
its entirety, except for Resolutions 6233 and
6244.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
adopti ng the Resolution Cal endar, with the
exception of Resolutions 6233 and 6244, please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could take up Resolution 6233, by
Senators Leibell and Bruno, have the title

read, and nove for its inmedi ate adoption.
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THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senators
Lei bel | and Bruno, Legislative Resol ution
Nunber 6233, paying tribute to the
di sti ngui shed and renarkable |ife of
Chri st opher Reeve.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
adopting the resolution please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Senat or Lei bel |
woul d |ike to open up the resolution for
cosponsorship. So if anybody wi shes not to
cosponsor the resolution, they should notify
t he desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not wi sh to cosponsor the resolution
shoul d notify the desk.

Senat or Lei bell.
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SENATOR LEI BELL.: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

I would Iike to take just a nonent
of the tinme today to renenber Chri stopher
Reeve. He was a gentl eman who was a
constituent and lived in ny district but was
certainly known to everyone around the country
and the world. Not only was he a fanous
actor, soneone who had been in the direction
and production end of the novie business and
was a person who appeared in live theater, but
he was soneone we had seen here in happier
times in Al bany in the past.

We all know the history of the
tragi c accident that he suffered and the
injury he sustained. For an average person,
it would have been very easy to have gone away
and lived quietly in a hospital room But
Chri st opher Reeve was not an ordinary nman. 1In
fact, he chose, he elected to becone the
worl d's | eadi ng advocate for spinal cord
resear ch.

| had the good fortune to work with
himin 1998 on the Spinal Cord Injury Research

Trust Fund, which we created in this state,
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and through the activity of this legislative
body, which provides $8.5 mllion annually to
spinal cord research, fromtraffic fines. And
| had a chance, during that |egislation, while
it was being worked on and | ooking towards its
passage, to speak with himon a nunber of
occasi ons and thereafter to neet with him

He was a great asset to those who
felt that life had dealt thema terrible bl ow
and possibly left them behind. He was an
el oquent voice not only for those who had
spinal cord injuries, but for those who
suffered fromany other type of serious
affliction. He was well known in our
community as being a great family man and a
wonder f ul nei ghbor to have.

To his famly and to his friends,
we certainly all offer our condolences. He is
an asset that will continue on, though, for
our state and our conmunity. W were al
truly enriched by his life, by his bravery,
and by his work.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
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at this time if we could take up Resol ution
6244, by Senator Little, have the title read,
and nmove for its inmedi ate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Little, Legislative Resolution Nunber 6244,
menori al i zi ng Governor CGeorge E. Pataki to
procl ai m Novenber 2004 as Honme Care Month in
the State of New York.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

At this tine we would like to open
up this resolution to all nenbers.

We know t hat hone care is certainly
the preferred choice of nost of our elderly
and di sabled. And what we would |ike to do
here is point out the value of hone care and
to pronote it.

Not only is it better for the
person and their famly when it's possible for
themto be at hone, but, as we know in our
Medi caid task force and studies, that in nmany
ways home care can prevent a far nore

expensi ve cost of residing in a nursing hone.
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As wel|l as one of the other groups
that | think we need to concentrate nore on
hone care, is for our younger disabled people
who have found thensel ves in a nursing hone,
that we need to be able to provide nore and
consi stent better honme care for them

And | think by doing this
resolution, we just focus on our appreciation
of it and the value that it holds for our
Senat e body.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os,
do you wish to open this resolution up for
cosponsorship by all the nenbers?

SENATOR SKELGCS: Yeah, we'd like
to open that for sponsorship. |f anybody
wi shes not to sponsor it, they should notify
t he desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nenber that
does not wish to sponsor this resolution
shoul d notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the

Rul es Conmittee in the Majority Conference
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Room And the Senate will stand at ease
pendi ng the report of the Rules Committee.

THE PRESI DENT: First, all in
favor of the resolution please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

There will be an i medi ate neeti ng,
in the Majority Conference Room of the Rules
Committee. And the Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 12:42 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 12:50 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

if we could return to reports of standing

commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk. | ask that it be
read.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary

will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 7515, by the Senate
Committee on Rules, an act to anend the Tax
Law,

7757, by Senator Bonacic, an act to
repeal Section 1 of Part G of Chapter 56 of
t he Laws of 2004;

Assenbly Print Nunber 11075A, by
the Assenbly Conmittee on Rules, an act to
amend the Education Law,

And Assenbly Print Nunmber 11864, by
the Assenbly Conmittee on Rules, an act to
anmend a chapter of the Laws of 2004.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Conmittee.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The report is
accept ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could take
up the noncontroversial reading of the Rules
report.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1756, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11075A, an act to anend
t he Education Law, in relation to the
al | ocati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1964, Senator Bruno noves to
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di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 11625 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 7515,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1964.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1964, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11625, an act to amend
t he Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a | ocal
fiscal inpact statenent at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 1966, Senat or Bonaci c npves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill Number 11845 and substitute it
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for the identical Senate Bill Nunber 7757,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1966.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1966 - -

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Lay it
asi de.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1967, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11864, an act to anmend a
chapter of the Laws of 2004 authorizing the
school district of the City of Renssel aer.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in
the sane manner as a chapter of the Laws of
2004.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.




6147

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the

readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam

President. |If we could take up the
controversial reading of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1966, substituted earlier by the Assenbly
Committee on Rules, Assenbly Print Number
11845, an act to repeal Section 1 of Part G

SENATOR BRESLI N: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bonaci c,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is a bill that woul d repeal
Section 1 of Part G of Chapter 56 of the Laws
of 2004. It was a conponent of our 2004-2005
state fiscal plan. And it would repea
Section 1809D of the Vehicle and Traffic Law

relating to the authority to i nmpose a | oca
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sur char ge.

The bottomline on this legislation
is to return the vehicle and traffic justice
court fines to the cities, towns and vill ages,
as opposed to the state receiving the revenue.

This | egislation has al ready passed
the Assenbly 143 to O, and it has the support
of the New York State Conferences of Mayors
and Municipalities, and al so the support
verbally of the New York State Association of
Towns.

What it amounts to, according to
the revenue estimate | ost by the
muni ci palities, is $23 mllion. And to those
municipalities that are | ocated al ong
interstates or nmpjor arteries of roads, it
anmounted to a significant anount of their
town, city or village budget. And as a result
of that |oss, they would have to raise |oca
property taxes to nake up for that | oss.

We originally passed that conponent

in a much bigger ommibus budget bill, which
the nerits of that bill we were all supportive
of -- except two nenbers -- at the tinme. And

it was sonething that we saw and we knew we
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had to correct it down the road. That's what
we' re doi ng today.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam
President, on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill.

SENATOR BRESLI N: | commend
Senat or Bonacic for correcting what we do to
localities, either take their noney or nandate
that they conme up with noney. And as Senator
Bonaci ¢ nenti oned, nany of those localities
that are al ong nmaj or thoroughfares happen to
be in my district.

In addition, it's an exanple of not
being able to review bills properly and the
dysfunctional nature of that inability to
review them | would say that a distinct
majority of this house had no idea that this
particul ar piece of |egislation was contai ned
in the budget bill, and that's sonething we
need to correct this session.

But again, | conmend you, Senat or
Bonacic. And it's a positive change, a

positive change to correct a wong.
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I will be voting in the
affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Br own.

SENATOR BROVWN: Thank you, Madam

Presi dent .

| also want to conmend Senat or
Bonacic for his action in sponsoring and
getting this bill passed. | knowit wll
pass.

Let ne say that | also want to
thank the nenbers of the Senate for the past
two years in authorizing the Gty of Buffalo
to do the very sane thing.

For the last two years, | have
sponsored | egislation to give Buffalo the
ability to adjudicate its traffic tickets,
whi ch woul d produce a mllion dollars annually
for the City of Buffalo, which we all know is
suffering through a fiscal control board.

I will again be introducing that
| egislation in January, and I wll be asking
nmy coll eagues in the Senate for their support
agai n.

But, Senator Bonacic, your action

in returning this revenue for the towns and
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vill ages across the state is inportant, and I
salute you for your efforts.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard?

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes, | also
wanted to speak on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO During the
budget subcommi ttee neetings, many of us -- |
think all of us at the subconmttee had spoken
agai nst taking this revenue away fromthe
towns and villages. And sonehow, as happens
in governnent, it becane part of a budget bill
that no one will ever be able to read, in view
of its size.

But the fact of the matter is the
acconpl i shnment here -- and we thank Senat or
Bonacic for pursuing this -- is that if there
is a mstake nade, and there was in this case,
that it can be corrected and it should be
corrected. And this is going to be for the

better of our towns and vill ages because they
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need this revenue, they rely on this revenue.

So I"'mgoing to vote yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard?

Then the debate is cl osed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bonaci c,
to explain your vote.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In my Senate district | have three
maj or arteries. Wen we passed this budget
bill and the word got down to all the
municipalities, | was barraged with letters of
the m stake that we nade that hurt
muni cipalities really throughout the State of
New Yor K.

| contacted Senator Bruno. And
when | contacted himand he | ooked into it,
within a very short tine, he said: "This is

somet hing we have to correct.”
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So I want to thank the Majority
Leader and ny col | eagues, keeping in mnd that
there was pressure at the tine comng fromthe
Governor's office that we were spending too
much and we have to reduce our spending. And
this is going contrary to the nessage that the
Governor was giving us at the tine.

So | felt that this was the right
thing for all of us to do. And I'moptimstic
t hat when our Governor |ooks at this, he wll
also think that it is worthy, that we don't
want to bal ance the budget on the backs of our
| ocal municipalities, who are all struggling
with their local tax rates for their
constituents.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be
recorded as voting in the affirnmative.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Yes, thank you,
Madam President. | see we have new
m crophones here.

Let ne just say | don't think that
there's been any issue in the budget, that was

buried in the budget, that caused such a
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firestormin | ocal government, anpong our
villages and towns, as did this. And
everyt hing that Senator Bonacic said, |
second.

But | also want to say | think
recall the Governor saying that he approved of
the Legislature doing this. And |I'msure
that -- I"'mconfident that as this bill goes
forward, it will be signed by the Governor.

It's a great piece of |egislation,
it's sonething we need to do, and | conmend ny

col | eagues for supporting it.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Farl ey,
you will be recorded as voting in the

affirmati ve.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there isn't,
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Senat or .

SENATOR SKELCS: On behal f of
Senator LaValle, 1'd |like to announce an
i medi ate neeting of the Hi gher Education
Commttee, after session ends, in the Majority
Conf erence Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Hi gher Education
Committee in the Majority Conference Room at
the end of session.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There being no
further business to cone before the Senate --

woul d you pl ease recogni ze Senator Bonacic.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bonaci c.
SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
Madam President. | just want to put sonething

on the record, if | nay.

At a previous session | voted in
the negative on Cal endar 1502. It was
Assenbly Bill 11349. It passed the Senate
earlier this year. | intended to be recorded
in the negative on Cal endar 15083.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be so
recorded as voting in the negative, Senator

Bonaci c.
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SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,

there being no further business to cone before
the Senate at this time --
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Br own.
SENATOR BROVWN: Thank you,
Senat or Skel os. Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
Madam Presi dent, | request
unani nous consent to be recorded in the
negative on Senate Bill 7515.
THE PRESI DENT: You will be so
recorded as voting in the negative, Senator.
Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Does any ot her
Senator wi sh to be recognized at this tine?
There being no further business to
cone before the Senate at this tinme, | nove
that we stand adjourned at the call of the
Mpajority Leader, intervening days being
| egi sl ative days.
THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adjourned until the call of the
Mpajority Leader, intervening days being

| egi sl ative days.
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(Wher eupon,

Senat e adj ourned.)

at 1:05 p.m,

t he




