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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: In the
absence of clergy, my we bow our heads in a
nmonment of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Wednesday, August 11, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday,
August 10, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Yes, Madam
President. | understand that there's a
privileged resolution by Senator Bruno at the
desk. | ask that be title be read and that we

nove for its imredi ate adoption

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or Bruno,

Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 6028, honori ng
Patricia T. Dyer upon the occasion of being
el ected president of the New York State

Anmerican Legion Auxiliary for the year

2004- 2005.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Al in
favor of the resolution will signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: Opposed,
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nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Yes, Madam
President. Could we announce an inmedi ate
Rul es Commttee neeting in the Majority
Conf erence Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Rules
Committee in the Majority Conference Room

Senat or Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: And coul d the
Senate stand at ease awaiting that report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Ve will
stand at ease pending the report.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 11:02 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 11:15 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Yes, can we return

to the order of reports of standing
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conmi ttees.
| understand that there's a report
of Rules Conmmittee at the desk. Can we have

that read, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,

fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 7718, by Senator
Robach, an act to anmend the Correction Law,

7736, by Senat or Padavan, an act to
amend the Tax Law;

3664A, by Senat or Qppenhei ner, an
act to amend the Penal Law,

7731A, by Senator Rath, an act to
amend the County Law;

7732, by Senator Rath, an act to
amend the Tax Law;

7740, by Senat or Robach, an act to
amend the Town Law,

7743, by Senator Mrahan, an act to
amend the El ection Law,

7747, by the Senate Conmittee on

Rul es, an act to anmend the Tax Law,
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And Assenbly Print 11659, by the
Assenbly Committee on Rules, an act to anend a
chapter of the Laws of 2004.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Move we accept the
report of the Rules Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Al in
favor of accepting the report of the Rules
Committee will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
report is accepted.

Senat or Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Yes, Madam
President. Al the nenbers should have a
Cal endar Nunber 65 on their desk. Could we
now conti nue and have the noncontroversia
readi ng of Cal endar Nunber 65.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1930, by Senat or Robach, Senate Print 7718, an
act to anmend the Correction Law, in relation
to closure of correctional facilities.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Number 1951, Senat or Oppenhei ner
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmmittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5164A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 3664A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1951.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE:
Substitution ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber




5919

1951, by Menber of the Assenbly Stringer,
Assenbly Print Nunber 5164A, an act to amend
the Penal Law, in relation to naking the
defense of justification gender-neutral.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1960, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11659, an act to anend a
chapter of the Laws of 2004, anending the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in
the sane manner as a chapter of the Laws of

2004.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Kuhl, that conpletes the
noncontroversial reading of the Rules report.

SENATOR KUHL: Thank you, Madam
President. There are a nunber of bills that
are on high; we're awaiting nmessages. They
will be com ng nonentarily.

So if we could just stand at ease
for a few nonments.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 11:19 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 11:54 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Yes, Madam
President. Could we return now to the

noncontroversi al readi ng of the cal endar and
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pi ck up Cal endar 1950.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: 1950.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1950, by Senat or Padavan, Senate Print 7736,
an act to anmend the Tax Law and the
Adm ni strative Code of the City of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam
President, is there a nessage of necessity at
t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Can | ask that
we accept that nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.
Al in favor will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

notion i s accepted.
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The Secretary will read the | ast
section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Mor ahan
SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam
President, can we now take up Cal endar 1953,

by Senator Rath.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1953, by Senator Rath, Senate Print 7731A, an
act to anmend the County Law, in relation to
Wi rel ess commruni cati ons service surcharges.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: One nonent.

Is there a nessage at the desk,

Madam Pr esi dent ?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Yes,
there is.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Coul d we nove
to accept that nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.
Al'l those in favor will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
nessage i s accepted.

There is a local fiscal inpact note
at the desk.

Senat or Morahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: For the record,
just so people know, 1953 is the cal endar
we're going to work on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
a local fiscal inpact note at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Mor ahan
SENATOR MORAHAN: Yes, could we

now pi ck up Cal endar 1954, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1954, by Senator Rath, Senate Print 7732, an
act to anmend the Tax Law, in relation to
aut hori zing the County of Cenesee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: I's there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR MORAHAN: | nmove that we
accept the nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.

Al'l those in favor will signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion i s accepted.

There is a local fiscal inpact note
at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 30th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Morahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: 1955, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1955, by Senat or Robach, Senate Print 7740, an

act to anmend the Town Law and a chapter of the
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Laws of 2004 amendi ng the Town Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: I's there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR MORAHAN: | nove that we
accept that nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is made to accept the nessage of
necessity. Al in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
nessage i s accepted.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in
the sane manner as a chapter of the Laws of

2004.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Mor ahan
SENATOR MORAHAN: Coul d we now
take up Cal endar Nunber 1956, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1956, by Senat or Morahan, Senate Print 7743,
an act to amend the Election Law, in relation
to initial voter identification.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: I's there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR MORAHAN: | nmove that we
accept the nmessage, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.
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Al in favor will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
nessage i s accepted.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:

Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
is laid aside. W're on the noncontroversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam

President, now go to 1958, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1958, by the Senate Conmittee on Rules, Senate
Print Nunmber 7747, an act to amend the Tax Law
and the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: I's there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
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a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR MORAHAN: | nove that we
accept that nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.
Al'l those in favor will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

nessage i s accepted.

The Secretary will read.
SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Lay it
asi de.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill

is laid aside.
Senat or Morahan, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.
SENATOR MORAHAN: May we have the

controversial reading, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1956, by Senat or Morahan, Senate Print 7743,
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an act to anmend the El ection Law.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan, an expl anati on has been request ed.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This bill is very simlar to one
that the Senate adopted in February of this
year. That bill also required, besides ID, it
al so had a verification process. That
verification process has been separated from
this bill, and now it deals just with the HAVA
| anguage on | Ds.

It directs each Board of El ections
to require any person who regi sters by nai
after January 1, 2003, and who has not
previously voted in a federal election to
present to the appropriate el ection inspector
or clerk or coordinator a current and valid
photo I D or a copy of a current utility bil
or a bank statenent, a governnent check, or a
paycheck or other governnent docunent that
shows the nane and address of the voter.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
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Sabi ni .
SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam
President. |f the sponsor, through you, would

yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Morahan, will you yield?

SENATOR MORAHAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SABI NI : | want to
commend the sponsor for his hard work on this
i ssue through tough tines and the perseverance
t hat nenbers of the committee have shown and
menbers of the Assenbly have shown.

This is a sane-as bill as the
Assenbly. And ny concern with the bill is in
some of the specifics. Under this bill,
would -- since in the first section of the
bill it says each Board of Elections in a
uni form and nondi scri m natory way shal
require -- "each" being the word |I'm concerned
about. And later on in the bill, under the
"Requi rements” part, it says "in general."

' m concerned that Boards of

El ections in the state could have different
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standards on verification. And since there
are many, many, nany offices in the State
Legi slature and in Congress that go -- and
we're voting on a U S. Senate seat this
year -- that go beyond county |ines, that
there might be different verification
processes for voters voting in the sane

el ecti on.

Wuld this bill not create that
sort of different systenf

SENATOR MORAHAN: | don't think
it would create it, but it doesn't prevent it.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Chair, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Sabini, on the bill.

SENATOR SABI NI : I think we're
conpel l ed to do sonething on this issue. The
Hel p Anerica Vote Act has given the State of
New York an extension on the nmachine issue
till the next federal cycle, which would be
2006. But we don't have an extension on the
verification requirenents.

So | think we have to do sonet hing.

The fact that this is a sane-as in the
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Assenbly nmeans that we probably shoul d pass
this.

But I think -- ny concern in
supporting the bill is that we're creating

different standards in different counties and

that the sane voter in one county voting for a

State Senate el ection or an Assenbly el ection
or even a statew de el ection mght be all owed
to vote based on what they submitted for
verification, and in another county the sane
ki nd of voter with the sane kind of
verification material may not be.

| think that the bill is broad
enough, and | congratul ate the sponsor for
maki ng the bill broad enough. In fact, in
some instances it's broader than some of the
Denocrat conferees wanted to see. But |I'm
just concerned that what we're creating in
fixing this and maki ng things better -- and
we're here to nmake things better -- that we're
elimnating a chaos and just nmaking it into a
sort of mld msunderstandi ng rather than
chaos.

So in the spirit of noving

| egislation, 1'Il support the bill and vote
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aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Yes, just to

speak to the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Morahan, on the bill.

SENATOR MORAHAN: kay. The
comments by Senator Sabini tal king about chaos
or a different application, this, Senator, is
not a verification bill.

The verification could very well be
sonet hing that could cause sonme confusion if
one is nore arduously following up to get the
verification in different ways.

The I D portion, which we're doing

today, will not lend to that confusion,
Senator. It says a valid photo ID. It says a
utility bill. It says specifically what is

avail able. And either it is or it isn't. So
| don't expect any confusion because of what
we pass today.

When we get to the verification

bill, that process, you're correct, we wll
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have to be very careful that we don't do

sonmet hing. But hopefully, in the neantinme, we
wi || have a governance bill for the State
Board of El ections.

We have a bill, as you know, being
on the commttee, prepared to deal with that,
if we do that, and make things fair and
equitable at the state level. Then | think
t hey woul d probably promul gate rul es and
regul ati ons for oversight that we all would be
confortable with.

So | think this is a good bill. It
does get us under the wire before the primry
day. And that it keeps us in conformty with
the | anguage and the spirit of the HAVA action
taken by the Congress of these United States.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, Madam
President. |f Senator Morahan would yield,

just for information. Just one.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Morahan, will you yield?

SENATOR MORAHAN: One? 1"
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yield for one question. O naybe two or naybe
three.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: No, no. The

only thing I wanted to ask you, Senator, is

this an agreed-upon bill that we're passing?
SENATOR MORAHAN: Thr ee- way.
SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Ckay, thank

you. That's it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1958, by the Senate Conmittee on Rules, Senate
Print Nunmber 7747, an act to anmend the Tax Law
and the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN:
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Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Larki n, an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR LARKI N: Good afternoon.

You know, we've been tal ki ng about
the VLTs for a nunber of years now. And just
recently the courts nade a decision that the
comm ngling of noney into the track versus
educati on was not constitutional. That is now
up for a chall enge.

However, in order to ensure the
fl ow of noney that we're going to take in to
education and continue to operate the tracks,
this is called a pop-up bill. This bill wll
not take place unless the courts sustain the
| ower court's deci sion.

What we' ve done here is we've
separated a proposal to enabling Ag and
Markets to nonitor the funding, with Lottery,
and to ensure that the total entity of funds
rai sed through the machi nes goes into
educati on.

But one of the biggest problens for
Yonkers at this point was the bondi ng conpany

said: W want to nmke sure that there's
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sonmething in place for us so we don't | ose out
on it.

So basically, what the alternative
tothis planis, is that it just gives the
i nvestors the security that there is going to
be noney there. And the level of certainty is
what they said they needed or they would not
do t he bondi ng.

This al so ensures that the program
will continue to roll, and it will help us to

put noney in education without diverting it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Sabi ni .

SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam
President. Since we're getting paid, | feel

like I should earn my check.

If the sponsor could yield to a few

guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Larkin, will you yield?

SENATOR LARKI N: John, | would be
honor ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam
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Presi dent, through you.

Is there a sane-as bill of this in
t he Assenbly?

SENATOR LARKI N: | understand in
the other house they're |ooking at it.

What we had originally tried to do
was to do the two tracks, but there was no way
we could cone to an agreenent on it. But
right now we have a track that M. Spano knows
about .

You have a problemthere that we're
supposed to put 5,000 machines in there. The
machi nes are ordered, the contract is in
place. The only thing is the investor says
what happens if | go through with it and the
courts say sonmething different, what venue do
| have to go to?

This is his bible. And | hope the
ot her house does it. Because, you know, you
can't stand in that other house and go around
sayi ng we need noney for education, we need
noney for education. Well, here's 10, 000
machi nes that shoul d have been operating two
years ago.

We're just trying to put it in
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pl ace, John, so that we can ensure that the
machines will run, the flow of noney will go,
and that education will receive the funding
that it shoul d have been.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,
t hrough you, may | ask the sponsor to yield

for an additional question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Larkin, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR LARKI N: Yes, John.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR SABI NI : | share the
Senator's concern about the noney flow ng from
VLTs. In fact, my nain concern here is that
since there is no sanme-as, that there nmay not
be a Yonkers in the near future.

And |'mparticularly concerned that
Aqueduct, in Queens County, while the bil
doesn't legislatively prevent it from
happeni ng, the sponsor knows and | know t hat
there are very conplicated negotiations
i nvol vi ng the peopl e who operate the tracks
and the people who will operate the VLT

concession, if you will, and that over a
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hundred mllion dollars, in the case of
Aqueduct, is involved in an investnment froma

conpany that wants to create 700 jobs at

Aqueduct - -

SENATOR LARKI N: 131 million,
John.

SENATOR SABI NI : kay. Thank
you.

-- and that by passing this bil
and not having an agreenent with the Assenbly,
that the Aqueduct portion of VLT revenue wl|l
not cone to fruition and there won't be those
700 jobs in Queens, and that, in effect, by
conpel ling this bill to nove, we are actually
choki ng off noney for education.

SENATOR LARKI N: | don't see it
t hat way, John.

If we don't take this action, we
are cutting sonething off. R ght now, with
this action, we're saying to an investor: o
ahead, put your noney up for Yonkers.

The probl emyou' re tal ki ng about
wi th Aqueduct is a conplicated i ssue because
Aqueduct, under the NYRA, has not deci ded

whet her they want to do it alone, they want to
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go with a vendor to operate the nmachi nes, and
what entity they want to go with. So why
should we be up held by Aqueduct when we can
put Yonkers in place and at |east get
somet hi ng novi ng?

You know, we've had two tracks that
have filed bankruptcy, up in Senator Meier's
area and the one in Western New York. Those
machi nes aren't running. Qut of a total of
about 18,500 machines -- and you're aware of
it, because you asked ne before on it -- we
have about 3100 machi nes running. These
machi nes are produci nhg revenue.

When you | ook at the other states,
Rhode Island, 12.5 percent of their state
budget cones fromthe VLTs; West Virginia,

17 percent of -- their VLT noney takes care of
17 percent of their state budget.

We are right now saying let's get
our act together and get sone of this pie
done, because the longer we stretch it out,
there may not be a Yonkers, there may not be
an Agueduct. | think by going ahead and
novi ng and saying here we are, we're going to

do Yonkers, maybe the people at NYRA w ||
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start to recognize the fact that they can talk
about what a beautiful track they have and how
everybody |ikes thoroughbreds.

But the people in the City of
New York who filed the CFE are | ooking for
funds. This is the funds, no natter how you
cut the nustard.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Sabini, on the bill.

SENATOR SABI NI : First of all,
| et me thank the sponsor for characterizing
Aqueduct as a beautiful track. That's the
first tine |I've ever heard that. That was
supposed to be a joke, for you racing fans.

I find nyself in the unusua
position of trying to take the sponsor's logic
and go further. | agree with everything he's
said, and | want to see nore. Let a thousand
fl owers bl oomhere. | don't want to see
Queens County and Aqueduct not in the m x as
was prom sed. And | want to see the noney for
education flow

And if we can come to an agreenent
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with the Assenbly and the Governor to nove
Aqueduct -- and | believe Agueduct has their
act together a little bit better, and NYRA has
their act together on this itema little bit
better than perhaps the sponsor thinks; |
woul d view their glass as nore than half
full -- we would have far nore revenue. As
big as Yonkers will be, Aqueduct will dwarf
Yonkers once it's opened.

But this bill does nothing to help
Aqueduct open, in ny opinion. In fact, it
sets the Aqueduct process back, alnpbst back to
t he draw ng board.

So | find nyself agreeing with
everyt hing the sponsor said except that |
don't think this is the best way to get it
done. Especially for the folks in Queens
County, so we can see sone of that CFE noney
flowng in through the VLTs.

So for reasons that -- only because
I think that half a loaf, in this case, is
better than none, and perhaps on the | ast bil
| thought half a | oaf was better than none --
on this one | really think we need as nuch

| oaf as we can get, because that's what future
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budgets seemto be predicated on.

I"mal so concerned, for the record,
about the way in which we're going to provide
for the horsenmen and the breeders. And | know
that there's a trigger nmechanismin this
pop-up bill that -- | don't ever recall seeing
a pop-up bill before. Maybe | wasn't paying
attention. But I'mafraid that at some point
anot her legislature will say, Hey, we're
gi ving noney to guys that breed horses and
track owners at the expense of the poor, at
t he expense of entitlenents, at the expense of
sonmebody el se.

And | don't want to see that
happen. | know the court has put us in this
situation because of their ruling. But
specifically for the reason | think we can do
a better bill that gets nore revenue for
everyone, | would like to see us do at |east a
t wo-way agreenent with the Assenbly and get
Aqueduct and Yonkers open for everyone's
benefit and, frankly, fulfill the prom se to
the track owners, to the breeders, to the
horsenen and to the vendors who have al ready

invested a | ot of nobney in the idea of these
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VLT sites being open, that we're really
serious about it, it's not just rhetoric.

And so for that reason, |'m going
to be voting no, Madam Chair.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

| concur with -- on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Are you
on the bill?

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: On the
bill.

I concur with nuch of what Senat or
Sabini said. | appreciate the difficulty that

we are facing and that the sponsor has faced
intrying to craft this.

But | think to pass a one-house
bill that takes care of some tracks and
doesn't, we know, because we've been told by
t he busi nesspeopl e i nvol ved, doesn't take care
of others -- if you're trying to send a
nessage to the business community, to the
i nvestors that you' re okay, we got you

covered, we have to do that. But to pass a
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bill that takes care of sonme but not others is
al nrost a worse nessage than none at all

| would rather wait and negotiate
something with the Assenbly that is in fact a
| aw. Because | think it is a dangerous
nmessage. And if I'man investor in Aqueduct
and | said, Ch, the Senate passed a bill that
deal s with Yonkers but not us -- that nmay not
be the type of signal we're trying to send,

but |"'mafraid that is what we woul d be

sendi ng.

So |l will be voting in the negative
on this bill.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: You know, |'ve

listened to ny colleagues telling nme the
pitfalls of this piece of legislation, but |I'd
like to remind all of themthat we' ve nmet on
nore than one occasion with the Assenbly on
this bill, and constantly cone up with one
question: Were is your |anguage?

You can sit here and you can say,

you know, we should be waiting, we should do
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this. | rem nd you once again that we' ve been
wai ting since October 2001. W' ve started the
race. Now we're stopped by the courts.

W want to be in place so that at
the next court |level, for you attorneys who
know it, we will be in a position to do
something. We're in a position to help the
investors to nove forward with it. The tracks
are willing to do it, they just want sone
agreenent. W've given that agreenent.

When you say we should wait for it,
| think we should ask you to go down the hal
and talk to your counterparts in the Assenbly
and say: Wiy haven't you provided any
| anguage?

The | anguage that is there is the
only | anguage that's been available. 1'd Iove
to see 5,000 at Aqueduct, John. You and I
have tal ked about it.

And, Senator Schneiderman, | woul d
like to see Yonkers go. | would |ike to see
t he Fi nger Lakes go.

But when you're standi ng back here
and just saying we ought to wait, we ought to

wait, we ought to wait, you know, | think
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we' re sending the wong nessage. W're
sendi ng the wong nessage to tourism we're
sendi ng the wong nessage to the racing
i ndustry and to the overall business
comunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: W |
those voting in the negative on the bil
pl ease rai se your hands.

Senator Ada Smith, to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR ADA SM TH: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

They say that all politics is
|l ocal. And many of ny constituents work at
Aqueduct, and a | ot of them frequent Aqueduct,
as it is one block outside of ny district.
Anyt hi ng that does not provide for ny
constituents is sonething that | cannot, in
all good consci ence, vote for.

| await the day when | can gladly
join all of ny colleagues in voting for a
benefit that will benefit the people that |'m
bl essed to represent. Therefore, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

Sabini, to explain his vote.
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SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam
Chai r.

Again, | just want to tell the
sponsor that perhaps -- and he's right on many

of the points he's made, but that the best way
to get that done is to have a conference
commttee with all the interested parties
there to witness what goes on, tell us why
we're wong or they're wong in an open forum
and that's how we coul d get things done.

Because as things get done in this
building, a lot of it is runor, hearsay, bills
that we get in the norning that we didn't know
we were getting last night, or different
versions. And perhaps if we had a conference
conmttee on this, we could thrash it all out
so that we could do all the things we wanted
to do with this.

But unfortunately, the way the
process works in both houses, we don't have
that. So, you know, | can go down to the
other end of the hall until I'mblue in the
face. But we don't engender open di al ogue
her e.

And that would be, | think, to
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everyone's benefit -- ours, the interest
groups, the taxpayers, the school children and
everyone in this case -- if we all sat down
and try and thrash out our differences and
know what we were tal ki ng about, instead of
this sort of innuendo that flies around the
bui | di ng.

So | agree with Senator Larkin. |
just would like to make sure that we get the
j ob done, and perhaps we want to do it in
different ways. But | think if we had an open

forum we'd be able to get the job done.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in

t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 1958 are
Senat ors Andrews, Connor, Duane,
Hassel | - Thonpson, L. Krueger, Lachman,
Padavan, Paterson, Sabini, Schnei dernman,
AL Smith, M Smth, and Stavi sky.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Morahan, that conpletes the
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controversial reading of the Rules report.
SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam
President, | know |I'mnot very tall, but do
you think I'm standi ng?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: No, but

I"'mtelling you that it conpletes the report.

You may stand if you wish to do so. |If not,
we'll wait on you.

SENATOR MORAHAN: kay. There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Rules

Committee, Madam President, in the Majority
Conf erence Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE:
| medi ate neeting of the Rules Committee in
the Majority Conference Room

SENATOR MORAHAN: The Senate will
stand at ease in the neantine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senate will stand at ease. O sit.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 12:30 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 12:45 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

Mar cel |'i no.
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SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Yes, can we
return to the reports of standing comrttees.
| believe you have a report of the

Rules Committee at the desk. Can it be read

nNow.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,

fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
follow ng bills:
Senate Print 7688, by Senator
Spano, an act to anend the Public Health Law,
7745, by Senator Bruno, an act
aut hori zing the School District of the Gty of
Renssel aer;
And Senate Print 7748, by Senator

Mazi arz, an act to anmend the Public Health

Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mar cel | i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Can we nove

to accept the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Al in
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favor of accepting the report of the Rules
Committee will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
report is accepted.

Senat or Marcel lino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, If we could
hol d for just one nonent, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Yes,

Senat or Marcel i no.
SENATOR MARCELLI NO. May we have
t he noncontroversial reading of the Rules

report, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 1952, Senator Spano noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 9872A and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunber 7688,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1952.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE:
Substitution ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1952, by Menber of the Assenbly dick
Assenbly Print Nunber 9872A, an act to amend
the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1959, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 7748,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law and
ot hers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mar cel | i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam

President, is there a nessage of necessity at
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t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Yes,
there is a nessage at the desk.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Move that we
accept the nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.
Al in favor will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
nessage i s accepted.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:

Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mazi arz, an expl anation has been request ed.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

First, I want to thank all those
who nmade it possible to cone to this historic
conpr om se.

First I want to thank Senator Bruno

for his | eadership on the issue. 1'd also
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like to give a great deal of thanks to the
Aging Conmittee chair, Senator Marty Gol den,
and his staff for their tirel ess dedication,
and al so Senator Hannon and the staff of the
Senate Health Conmittee, and clearly to

Gover nor George Pataki, whose | eadership and
wi |l lingness to conprom se hel ped bring us to
this final legislation that we have before us
t oday.

I'd also like to thank the various
advocates, those individuals particularly in
the orange shirts, who have been here on a
daily basis for the | ast several weeks. The
advocates have worked tirelessly to bring
assisted living to New York.

And, finally, I want to thank our
col | eagues in the Assenbly who have al so spent
much tinme working to bring this issue to a
concl usi on.

This bill is a cul mnation of
negoti ati ons and years and years of work,
goi ng back to ny days as chair of the Senate
Aging Conmittee. Public hearings were held on
this legislation when it was first introduced.

And throughout this tinme, the advocates have
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been deeply involved in the final process.

The assisted-1iving nodel allows
individuals to remain in a residential,
honel i ke setting while receiving supportive
services and health-rel ated care as they need
it. The growmh in appeal of assisted living
has become a national trend because it enables
seniors to receive the assistance that they
may need while nmaintaining a lifestyle nore
conmensurate with their own.

The phil osophy of assisted |iving
explicitly pronotes, and this |egislation
explicitly pronotes, independence, privacy,
personal dignity, respect, and choice.

Tant anount to this philosophy is a living
envi ronnent that is designed to acconmopdate

t he changi ng needs and preferences of its
residents in order to allowthemto remain in
the residence as |long as their needs can be
nmet and allow themto age in place.

Specifically, this bill first
defines assisted living and assisted-1iving
residences. The bill contains the inportant
poi nt of aging in place at enhanced

assisted-living facilities. The bill contains
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provi sions for special-care popul ations.

Lookal i kes, those places that cal

t hensel ves assisted living, will be regul ated
under this bill in a way to protect those they
serve.

I ndi vi dual i zed service plans for
all inhabitants of the residences will be
required. It's very inportant, Madam
President, that these are individualized
servi ce plans.

Furthernore, the bill requires
witten resident agreenents for these
i nhabitants. Residents and their famlies
wi Il know what to expect, will know what they
are payi ng and what they are paying for.

The bill has full consuner
di scl osure by containing nine points ainmed to
assi st individuals and their famlies.
Further, the bill contains a 16-point bill of
rights, as well as requiring the devel opnent
of a consuner protection guide for each and
every resident and any nenber of their famly
t hat shoul d choose to have one.

And, lastly, the bill contains a

per manent, ongoing task force to deal with the
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i ssues pertaining to assisted living.

Madam Presi dent, ny | ate nother
lived in a senior care facility for the | ast
three years of her life, and it was a great
experience going there on a daily basis to see
her, but to also interact with the other
residents and to see the different |evels of
care that they needed. Some were nuch nore
i ndependent than ot hers.

This legislation will allow for
i ndi vidual i zed service plans. This may be one
of the best ten pieces of legislation that's
agreed upon by the two houses and by Governor
Pat aki this year.

Thank you, Madam President. And I
am certain nmy coll eague has no questions after
t hat expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO "1l yield
to Senator Col den

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Gol den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, Madam

Acting President.




5961

| too rise on this bill to thank
Senator Maziarz and his staff and Senator
Hannon and his staff and all of the nenbers of
the conference, in working with the Denocrats
and the Republicans, working with the Assenbly
and the Senate, working through many, nany
hours to cone up with a bill that would work
for our seniors who are sitting up here in the
audi ence, who stood outside our rooms each and
every day, who handed us vol unes and vol unes
of papers, saying, Please support these bills.

And we held out, and the reason we
held out is to get a bill that worked for our
seniors this year. And | believe that this
bill does work for all of the seniors across
this great state.

And it points out the |ookalikes
that are out there that have been up and down
our state now will have to conformand wll be
regul ated. And we'll be able to know who they
are and what they are and who's on their
boards and what they're doing. And that those
residents in those assisted-living facilities
will get the best care possible by the State
of New York.
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W are the nunber-one state across
this great country when it comes to
aging-related i ssues. And we have been seeing
the tragedies in nursing homes. And we
addr essed them many, many years ago. And
now -- we were a | eader anpbngst the states
wi th our nursing hone |egislation, and we w ||
be a | eader across this great country w th our
new | egi sl ation here in assisted |iving.

It does do what it's supposed to
do, and that's help our seniors. And it gives
them the opportunity to have a 12-point
resi dency agreenent, which | think is
i nportant so that we have conpl ete consuner
knowl edge of what's going on and how t hey can
get into these facilities, what goes on in
these facilities, what the prices of the
facilities are. Wen those prices change,
that they have to go through the process again
and tell the residents of the assisted-living
facility, and those comng in, of price
changes.

And it al so establishes a 16-point
resident's bill of rights, which I think is

al so inmportant for the future of our seniors




5963

here in this great city and state.

So | applaud all of those that were
involved in this long battle to get this
assisted-living bill. There is nore to be
done yet. | think we have to continue to work
towards our aging in place and working to
conti nue our services and getting those
services directly into our honmes. But right
now, | think this is a good assisted-Iliving
bill that was pounded out by all of the
advocates and the Assenbly, and | think it

works for all of the city and the state

resi dents.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO As a
cosponsor of this bill, I'mvery pleased that
it becane an agreed-upon bill and is soon to

becone | aw.

You know, there's a |ot of
facilities that tal k about being
assisted-living facilities, and sone people
aren't quite sure what the definition of that

is, and it varies fromplace to place.
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But this bill is inportant because
it regulates these facilities to nake certain
that individuals who take advantage of them
will not be taken advantage of. And nanely,
they will be able to obtain the services that
are prom sed. And that there are certain
| egal requirenents that have to be net so that
t hose prom ses are kept.

So |l think it's a very good piece
of legislation. | have a very active group of
seniors from Onondaga County, and they're so
per suasi ve that they convinced all the seniors
t hroughout the state to wear Syracuse orange
in Albany for the last six nonths. And I
think that was a key factor as to why this
bill ultinmately passed and it becane as good a
bill as it currently is.

So congratul ati ons, Senat or
Mazi arz, and also to the chairnman of the Aging
Committee, Senator Golden, and all those who
wor ked on this piece of |egislation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| would Iike to conplinent the
chai rman of the Aging Committee, Senator
Maziarz, on all of his hard work in bringing
this very inportant matter to the floor today.

| amthrilled that the senior
citizens in Madison, Oneida, Onondaga and
Cayuga County will now know that they have a
bill of rights that will govern
assisted-living care. There are so nany key
provisions in this that deserve to be
recogni zed, but | would just like to highlight
a few

For ny residents who have cone here
over and over again, and for seniors in other
parts of the state, | thank you and | want you
to know you hel ped sensitize the nenbers of
this Legislature and our staffs, and | think
the nedia, to the inportance of this
assisted-living bill of rights.

Anong the provisions, a witten
i ndi vi dual plan devel oped for each resident in
an assisted-living residence upon adm ssion; a
service plan and a residence representative to
cover any kind of |egal questions; guarantee

that a physician is always to be avail able for




5966

eval uations; individualized service plan to be
devel oped with medical, nutritional,
rehabilitation, functional, cognitive and

ot her needs of the resident.

It clearly spells out, Madam
President, the inportance on every |evel of a
resident's |ife why we need to have these
guarantees in statute in this particular piece
of | egislation.

The | ong-term care onmbudsnman who
will be provided to any person without fear of
reprisal should they have questions about this
i ndividualized care is al so anot her very
significant m | estone.

The right of every resident to
manage his or her own financial affairs, to
have privacy in treatnent, to be guaranteed
confidentiality in the treatnment, to receive
courteous, fair, and respectful care in
treatnment, and a witten statenent of the
services to be provided in the residence.

To have security for his or her
per sonal possessions if stored by the operator
of the assisted care facility, and to receive

adequat e and appropriate assistance with
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activities in daily living.

To be fully inforned of a nedical
condi tion and proposed treatnment unless
nmedi cally constrained, and -- and | think this
is a very significant point -- to have the
right to refuse nedication or treatnent of
services after being fully inforned.

Madam President, this is an
i nportant day in which we have stated that we
val ue, respect, and revere, in fact, the
dignity of the senior citizens of this state.

On a personal note, | was so
pl eased to see so nany nenbers of various
senior citizens organi zations, particularly
AARP, who have cone in fromny part of the
state to | obby. Just yesterday | wel coned a
whol e group of friends who were here in the
hal | way, and we j oked about experiences we've
had, past and present, things |like the Senior
Ball that used to be held in Syracuse,
functions in Oneida and Canastota that are
i mportant to all of them

This visit that they pay to the
Capitol serves to give them an inportant

insight into their |legislative process, but it
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gives us a rem nder of how t he greatest
generation, as they have been referred to over
and over again, still can be the driving force
behi nd i mportant | egislation.

And one other little sidebar to
this particular |obbying effort. As they
woul d |ine up outside the hallway, on the
hal | way between the Senate chanber and the
Maj ority Conference Room each tine they were
there in large nunbers on either side, they
al ways presented a bouyant atnosphere.

And one day, com ng through that
hal | way wi th anot her one of ny Senate
col | eagues, | renarked to Senator Bonacic that
it |ooked Iike a stroll line. And
spont aneously, we all did the stroll together
as we went down on our way to conference.
Everybody | aughed, and | guess the story has
been repeated to subsequent groups who cane
al ong.

Don't wait for another issue of
this magnitude, ny friends. Cone back, do
anot her stroll line, lift our spirits with
your enthusiasm And thank you once again,

all of ny friends in Central New York as wel
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as around the state in the senior citizen
advocacy field, for making this effort such a
priority this year. W're proud to have been
able to serve you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Thank you.

| yield to Senator Schnei derman if
he has any questi ons.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: | don't
have any questions yet, but if you guys keep
tal king, maybe | will.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan, do you wi sh to speak on the bill?

SENATOR MORAHAN: "Il yield to
Senat or Hannon.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Hannon.

SENATOR HANNON: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| want to congratul ate Senator
Mazi arz and Senator CGol den for the |ong,

i ntensi ve work that they have done on this

bill.
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This is a significant addition to
the regul atory schene for |long-termhealth
care in this state. |In fact, probably for
over two decades there has been a | ack of
addressing this issue. And what we have today
is a conprehensive regulatory franework so
that people will get good care, that care wl|
be supervi sed.

Before that care can even be
offered to the general public, there has to be
pl ans subnmitted and approved to the Depart nent
of Health. There has to be disclosure to the
peopl e applying to be residents for whatever
the type of regular assisted living or
enhanced assisted living that will be offered.

What we have done, | believe,
thanks to the Aging chairs, is put in place
the framework so as the baby booners becone
the residents of these hones, the baby booners
becone in need of |long-termcare, we have a
conpr ehensi ve schene. W al ready have in
pl ace home health care, we have in place
nursing home -- and in a very sporadi c way
over the years before Governor Pataki becane

governor, we had enhanced housing, we had
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enhanced living, we had a narrow assi sted
l'iving.

W did not have a conprehensive
plan. And in fact, we had what is known as
t he stand-al ones, the | ookalikes who were
of fering sonetimes health care and soneti nes
not .

What we now have done, and it's
taken a nunber of years to come up with a
definition of assisted living and to provide a
continuity of the degrees of assisted |iving,
we've put in this statute. And | congratul ate

all those invol ved.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Sabi ni .

SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam

President. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Sabini, on the bill.

SENATOR SABI NI : | want to
congratul ate Senator Maziarz, the sponsor
Senat or Col den, the chairman, on this
legislation. | had a bill on the sane topic,

but 1'mdelighted that we're going to nove
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sonmething that's going to becone the | aw.

| also want to congratul ate the
fol ks who advocate on behal f of this,
particularly folks from AARP, or, as they've
beconme known, the "Orange Crush." They are
truly advocates in the good citizen spirit,
because nost of themaren't consuners of
assisted living right now and yet they're
| ooki ng out for both those that are in and
t hose perhaps in the future who will be in
assisted |iving.

| amcurrently living with a
situation of assisted living. M nother is an
assisted-living facility. And frankly, when
she arrived there, her physician told ne that
her health was deteriorating rapidly. And
because of the great care that she's getting
at that facility, she has been there now, |
guess, about 26 nonths.

And | think that's inportant to
note, that the bill allows providers to be
good providers. That it's not overregul atory,
it's basically a franework. There's a
personal i zation of the care. There are shades

of assisted living that the bill allows.
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In the facility she's in, there's
peopl e who are confined to wheelchairs all the
way up to one gentlenmen who goes to his
busi ness that he owns every day to sort of
supervise it, he's senmretired, and he keeps
his own pet at the assisted-living facility.
And he goes back and forth to his place of
busi ness to this day.

So the people that are in these
facilities really do require different |evels
of care. But the inportant thing about this
bill is that it's not overburdensonme to keep
peopl e out of the business. Because one of
the things that we have found is that there is
a growi ng need for these kinds of facilities.
The federal governnment, since President Reagan
was president, has unfortunately cut back on
federal 202 housi ng, which was sort of a |ess
assi sted form of senior housing, so there's
nore and nore need for these facilities. And
| believe that this bill will not stifle
devel opnent of them

So | think it's a good thing al
around, and | am happy to vote in the

affirmative and thank the sponsor for his hard
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wor K.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam President. |If | can ask Senator Maziarz

just one question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Maziarz, will you yield?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: | recall a
heari ng you held a nunber of years ago in
Garden City on assisted-living |l egislation
that was, | nust tell you, a very, very
interesting hearing where | |earned a great
deal fromthe testinony of the w tnesses who
cane forward.

How does this legislation differ

fromthe bill that they were discussing -- was
it two or three years ago, | believe?
SENATOR MAZI ARZ: It doesn't

differ all that greatly, Senator. Some of the

nine points that are in the -- and the
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16 points that are in the bill of rights are a
little bit different. They' ve changed, you
know, as -- | think that hearing was al nost
three years ago now, Senator

My one and only visit to Nassau
County, | mght add. M/ one and only visit to
Nassau County was for that hearing. | should
be invited back.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: But ot her than
some changes in the points -- and I think --
actually, | think all of the issues that were

di scussed at that hearing are contained wthin
this bill in sone manner, shape or manner.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Mazi arz.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: On the bil
very briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

St avi sky, on the bill.
SENATOR STAVI SKY: Senat or
Mazi arz has to cone back to Nassau County and,

in fact, Queens County to visit some of the
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assisted-living facilities.

As Senator Sabini described his
not her and her experience in the
assisted-living facility, | have a cousin,
first cousins who reside in one in Senator
Leibell's district. And they have -- every
time | call, they tell me the problens with
assisted living. And I'mdelighted to see
that many of the issues that they have
descri bed will be addressed in this
| egi sl ati on.

| commend Senator Maziarz, Senator
Gol den, and all of the cosponsors for naking
life just a little bit better for people who
are often the nost vulnerable in our society.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| have one question for the sponsor
if he will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Maziarz, will you yield?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Surely, Madam
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Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you. Just a quick question.

Part of this bill requires
| i censure even for those who are already
consi dered as assisted-living facilities. How
much tinme does the bill allow for those
exi sting to cone into conpliance?

SENATOR NMAZI ARZ: ' msorry,
Senat or, you asked how nuch tinme is required?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: | f
passed, this bill will be enacted in 120 days.
How nuch tine do those assisted-living
facilities that already exist and cal
t hensel ves assisted living have to cone into
conpl i ance?

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: | believe,
Senator, that the answer -- |'mnot exactly
sure, but | believe, Senator, that the answer
is within 90 days. But | can get you that
di rect information.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: They

have 90 days to cone into conpliance?
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SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Ch, to cone
into conpliance. I'msorry, | thought you
meant apply for the |icense.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: No,
no, no --

SENATOR MAZ| ARZ: OCh, no, I'm
sure they have nore time than that to cone
into conpliance.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: But
you're not sure about the tine frame? |
couldn't find it in the ten mnutes since |'ve
had the bill.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: There are
financial incentives contained in the bill for
themto do that, though.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Ckay,
good. That was ny next question, Madam
President. kay. Thank you --

SENATOR MAZ| ARZ: [''m
clairvoyant. | anticipated what your next
guesti on was going to be.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: [''m
glad. You usually do. You usually do.

Madam Pr esi dent, just quickly on

the bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson, |'m so sorry.
SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank

you, Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson, on the bill.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON:
Senator Maziarz, to you and to the variety of
cosponsors of this bill, I think the only
thing that saddens ne is that | do not see any
nanes of any Denpbcrats as cosponsors,
i ncludi ng nysel f, as sonmeone who has worked
within her own |ocal community over the |ast
several years to ensure that we have the
creation of assisted living. And we have been
awar ded because of the nunbers of facilities
that we have created on behalf of seniors,
i ncludi ng assisted-living units.

It says that when we do things |ike
this, that we have cone a long way in the
Legi slature in terms of how we understand the
needs of the elderly. And it is a bill to
surely be conmended. And all of you who have
partici pated in maki ng this happen shoul d each

be commended as wel | .
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Madam President, | will be voting
yes, obviously, on this bill. And thank you
for your cooperation.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: You' re wel cone,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Gol den, to close.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, Madam
Acting President.

| rise to -- one person that, if
you ever get through the -- nmany of the people
in the stage here don't understand the
frustration it is to passing a bill and how
long it takes. And sonetines they just don't
get passed. And we've seen the 11th hour [ ast
year, and this bill didn't happen. W' ve seen
the 11th hour the year before, and this bil
didn't happen. And today, in the 11th hour,
this bill did happen.

And when | tell you in the 11th
hour, it's that staffs of all of the people
that we just spoke of -- Senator Maziarz and
the Departnent of H., the Health Conmm tt ee,

t hey worked t hroughout the evening, along with

the Assenbly. And I want to thank ny -- our
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counterpart Assenbl yman Engl ebri ght.

But the one person that was there
through all of this frustration in each of
t hese years and seen the aggravation and seen
the tine that was put into this and to see no
real result, and then here today to see a rea
positive result worked out with all the
Assenbly and the Governor, the Senate, and
real positive change for the entire city and
for the state for all of our seniors,
3 mllion seniors across this great state,
| adi es and gentl enmen, Caron Crunmey. She
deserves a round of appl ause from everybody in
this for the work that she's been able to do.

Thank you. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO. Madam
President, | would |ike unani nous consent to

be recorded in the negative on Cal endar 1958.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: W t hout
obj ecti on.
Senat or Marcel lino.
SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam

President, can you recogni ze Senator Gonzal ez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Gonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Madam
President, there will be an i medi ate neeting

of the Mnority Conference in Room 314.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Mnority
Conference in Room 314.

Senat or Marcel lino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, the Senate will stand at ease until
1:45 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
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Senate will stand at ease until 1:45 p. m
(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 1:16 p.m)
(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened

at 2:10 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mar cel |i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, there will be an i medi ate neeting

of the Rules Cormittee in the Majority
Conf erence Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE:
| medi ate neeting of the Rules Committee in
the Majority Conference Room

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, If we could
now t ake up Cal endar Nunber 1957.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: 1957.
The Secretary will read.

Just one nonent, Senator. Can we
have sone qui et here, please.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1957, by Senator Bruno, Senate Print 7745, an
act authorizing the School District of the

City of Renssel aer.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mar cel |i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, is there a nessage at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Yes,
there is a nessage at the desk.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Move to
accept the nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity.
Al'l those in favor of accepting the nmessage
will signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
nessage i s accepted.

Senat or Marcel lino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Move t he
bill now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 13. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Marcel lino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, can we stand at ease pending the
report of the Rules Conmittee, which should be
back nmonentarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 2:12 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 2:17 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could return to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk. |If we could have
it read at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 5805, by Senator
St achowski, an act to anmend the Local Finance
Law,

7750, by the Senate Conmittee on
Rul es, an act to anmend the Mlitary Law,

And Senate Print 7752, by the
Senate Conmittee on Rules, an act to anend the
Publ i ¢ Lands Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Al in
favor of accepting the Rules Committee report
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
report is accepted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could take up Senate Cal endar Nunber

65B, noncontroversi al .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1961, by Senator Stachowski, Senate Print
5805, an act to anmend the Local Finance Law,
in relation to financing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1962, Senator Bruno noves to

di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Number 11817 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 7750,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1962.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE:
Substitution ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1962, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11817, an act to amend
the Mlitary Law and the New York State Urban
Devel opnent Cor porati on Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
t he nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity
at the desk. Al those in favor will signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
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nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
nessage i s accepted.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1963, by the Senate Conmittee on Rules, Senate
Print Nunmber 7752, an act to amend the Public
Lands Law, in relation to state aid.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: I's there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Move t hat we
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accept the nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
notion is to accept the nessage of necessity
at the desk. Al those in favor will signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
nessage i s accepted.

There is a local fiscal inpact note
at the desk.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent ,
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| believe that there are three resolutions at
the desk. | would ask that the titles be read
and nmove for their inmedi ate adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senators
Marchi and Maltese, Legislative Resolution
Nunber 6029, nourning the death of Florence R
Mast er, distinguished citizen and devot ed
menber of her community.

By Senator Maltese, Legislative
Resol uti on Nunber 6030, congratulating M. and
M's. Roland Cadi cano upon the occasi on of
their 50t h weddi ng anni versary.

And by Senator Kuhl, Legislative
Resol ution Nunber 6031, congratulating M. and
M's. Janmes Burton upon the occasion of their
50t h weddi ng anni versary.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Al in
favor of the resolutions will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
resol uti ons are adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this time recognize the very

di sti ngui shed Senat or Davi d Paterson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Pat er son.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you. |

wi sh they felt over here the way they seemto
feel over there today.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PATERSON: | want to
thank all of you, be you coll eagues of nmine or
staff nenbers, observers, for assisting us
with your effort this year. Even when we've
had di fferent points of view as to howto
sol ve our problens, that we've tried to work
t oget her.

And I'mwell aware that we set a
record for the | atest budget this year, but we
al so set sone records in terns of effort

that's been waged on both sides of the aisle.
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And | particularly want to thank
Senat or Bruno, who is an outstandi ng | eader of
this Senate. \Wo sonetines | wi sh he wasn't
such an outstandi ng | eader, because then
woul d see nore ways to try to be effective.
But that doesn't seemto be worKking.

It remnds me of WC. Fields, who
was a noted atheist. 1In the |last days of his
life, he was in a sanitarium and he was seen
reading the Bible. And they asked hi mwhy was
he reading the Bible, since he'd been an
at hei st, and he said "Looking for |oopholes."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PATERSON: So I'm | ooki ng
for | oopholes with Senator Bruno's | eadership,
but I haven't found any. But it's not I|ike
I"'mnot trying. And | get the feeling he's
figured that out too.

But that is really the great thing
about this institution, that in spite of the
fact that we differ in ideology, we differ in
approach, and we are conpetitive with each
ot her biannually for the opportunity to cone
here and respect the citizens of the State of

New York -- but really, that's why we have nen
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and worren overseas right now fighting for the
preservation of that opportunity. And the
fact that in spite of those hard-fought

canpai gns, that we conme here and we work
together as cordially as we can, is what nakes
me still very proud to be a part of this
institution.

2004 is going to be an American
nonent of decision. This is our quadrennia
ref erendum on | eadershi p and presumably
policy. And this tine | think we're going to
find out after Decenber 11th whether America
stands for war or stands for peace, stands for
preenpti on or stands for protection. And
hopefully that we won't | et chaos abroad in
any way allow for neglect of sone of the
i ssues at hone.

And right here in this state, we'l
debate policy. But we'll do it with the
under st andi ng that when we cone back here next
year that hopefully we'll work as hard and as
cooperatively as we have in what has been ny
great flattering nonment to lead this
conference for the last two years.

So to ny deputy Eric Schnei der man,
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and our ranker on Finance, Neil Breslin, and
all the nmenbers of ny conference and the staff
who help us, | want to thank you. And really
| want to thank the staff for the Majority and
the nenbers for your cooperation as well.

So | hope everybody has a good rest
of the summer, if there is any sumer |eft.
And we'll see you next year, or naybe before,
but that's at the call of the | eader. And

right now, that's his call

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

And thank you, Senator Paterson.
Thanks for your kind remarks. You' re always
gracious and really commtted, dedicated. And
we all on this side of the aisle enjoy our
rel ati onship and want to continue it.

And we'll do our best, going into
Novenber, to see that that happens.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNG But having said

that, we are here concl udi ng what some press
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people like to refer to as sonething chaotic
and dysfunctional. But you know, we can al
| eave here proud. W can be proud, proud of
how we have related to our constituency and
how we relate to the people of this state.

We're concluding a budget. The
budget is late. The process is flawed. But
we fixed the process in budget reform and
we' ve done that together. And we did a
constitutional resolution that will get before
the people. And that becomng law, we will no
| onger have | ate budgets as such. So that is
bi g, and that is huge.

W have a budget that is over
$100 billion, $101 billion. And in it, you
have all been there in support of so many good
t hi ngs on behalf of the people of this state.
And | don't want to go on in any expansive
way; we've all worked hard for a |lot of hours
and a | ot of weeks.

But education, we set records. W
did a CFE plan that approaches $10 billion,
and I'mstill hopeful that we can resol ve,
three ways, a plan that we can subnmt to the

courts within the next couple of nonths.




5997

But whether we do or not, we have
related to the needs of our young people.

W' ve restored TAP in this budget for higher
education and restored funds for higher
education, recognizing that educating our
young people is a top priority in this

Legi slature. And for good reasons: they are
our present and they are our future.

We have done a great litany of
things. | literally have three pages' worth.
And if anybody would |ike to have ne read
them 1'd like to. But | don't think that you
will all be terribly upset if |I kind of skip
t hrough them You know what we've done.

And we have done critical and
necessary things on behalf of the constituents
here in this state. And we're going to
continue to govern. As we |eave here, we'l
go out and do what it is that we have to do to
relate to our constituency. And we are in the
m ddl e of August, and we have an event here at
the end of August. And Novenber will be, as
Senat or Paterson indicates, a very remarkable
time for the people in this state and in this

country.
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And we here, as we act, we nake
history. W nake history. W pass the | aws.
We do all the enabling things, and while we
debate. And we debate in a very aggressiVve,
soneti nmes confrontational way but always, |
bel i eve, productive, towards an end, mneking
policy points.

So we appreciate that. And | want
to say thank you. | want to say thank you for
you on the left side here -- and | nean on ny
left. And excluding a few of the nmenbers here
that are on the right --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNG -- and say thank
you. Thank you. And thanks to my conference,
who are stand-up and ready to do the right
t hi ngs.

And, you know, there's always sone
bittersweet as you're concluding any inportant
event. And Senator Randy Kuhl, who's with us
since '86, is going on to greater glory in his
life and will not be in a formal session.

In fact, he and Senator Seynour
Lachman, who is also going on to do sone great

things, will not be back with us. And I
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conpliment themon getting an early start.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNGC It shortens what
| have to say by ten m nutes.

But | want to say thank you to ny
deputy, Senator Skelos, who is on the fl oor
here diligently doing all the work that has to
be done. And | thank you very nuch for that,
Dean.

And the other |eaders that are
here: Senator Spano, who is our deputy; and
Senat or Li bous, who relates to programs; our
chair of our conference, Senator LaValle. And
so nmany | eaders are with -- Senator Farley.
And | | ook around, and I can nention each and
every one of you and say thank you.

And, you know, all of us do our
t hi ng because we have support, we have support
here in the conference. And Senator Padavan,
who has got a great title -- he is vice --
vice to the president. | believe he's vice
chair. And | want to thank Senator Padavan
too for all the good, hard work that he does.

But | want to thank our staff, our

assistants. | know that you on that side, you
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can't function as well as you do. And we
couldn't function, any of us, w thout the
diligence, the hard work. And literally there
are hundreds of people that support us in
everyt hing that we do.

And when | think back over these
| ast weeks, with people working literally
24/ 7, taking two hours at a tinme break and
bei ng back at it, it's overwhelmng. So |
wanted to say thank you.

To Mary Loui se Mallick, our budget
director, and Ken Riddett, who handles all of
the legislation. And that's a difficult thing
to do. He and Mary Louise, with the people
that are here who support themin their
efforts, and truly day and ni ght.

John McArdle, our director of
communi cations. Marcia Wiite, ny press
secretary, who keeps trying to make ne | ook

good. And, Marcia, you' ve just got to do

better.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNO But | do thank
you for your efforts. | knowit's a tough

lift. And really, I can go down -- Pat
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St ackrow, ny exec assistant. And Amy Leitch,
who is outside as the executive assistant,
assi sted by Mari a.

And when you start nentioning
nanes, you |eave out people. So for all of
the people that | have left out, if when I sit
down in a mnute |I've left themout, |
apol ogi ze. But | say thank you.

Thank you to all that are here,
thank you to all that are |istening. Because
truly, we could not function w thout the
support that we get. W just couldn't. And I
know that, and | know you know that. So thank
you. And that's why they get the big bucks,
because they work so hard.

And |'m happy that we're able to
conclude in a pleasant note, because | think
life with our famlies gets a little nore
normal in terns of groceries and things that
relate to famlies as of today. So | thank
you for the cooperation and all of you that
are here in hel ping us get there.

Now, we're concluding. And when we
come back will really depend on life as it

goes. And it's pretty hard to antici pate,
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because we are all elected to govern. And
we're elected not for a day or a week, not for
ei ght hours a day or five days, we're el ected
24/ 7. And if we have to get back here for
what ever we have to get back here for, | wll
appreci ate your responses.

Qur present plan is not to cone
back until after Novenber. W'd |like to cone
back sonetine before Thanksgi ving and do
whatever it is that we have to do in terns of
organi zati on and planning and any truly
cl eanup -- housekeepi ng, Madam Presi dent --

t hat we have to do.

So I want you to all be safe, as we
go through our journeys back to our districts,
and be diligent. And | would ask the nenbers
on this side of the aisle to work harder than
menbers on that side of the aisle.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNO And all of us
will get rejoined here as the need dictates,
and we' |l go on to govern and do these things.

And | want to say thank you to
Governor Pataki. The Governor is a great

| eader. He has done all the things that he
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thinks are inportant in ternms of leading this

state with the courage that it takes to lead a
state |li ke New York, which is a very difficult
state to |l ead and to govern.

And ny partner over in the
Assenbly, Speaker Silver, who has a very
difficult task, |I have to respect hi mhaving
to manage 103 other nenbers. | can't relate
tothat. | wish |l could, but I can't. 1It's
too nmany people to have to relate to. | have
alot of fun relating to those that we relate
to here.

Now, Billy, you think I'mjust
going on? And | am because I'mtrying to
think of what | forgot to say.

But I'm going to conclude by saying
thank you all. And really have a safe passage

fromnow until we get back together. And God

bl ess you all. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you very
much.

W have, Madam President, Tonmy
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Testo, and his group's up there, and Bill, our
Sergeant-at-Arns, is here, and | want to al so
thank them Steve Boggess is our Secretary to
Senate, for the Senate, and | want to thank
them and, again, all of those -- Jack, that's
up there, being so diligent -- and thank
everybody el se that contributes to the
process.

And, Madam Presi dent, there being
no further business to cone before the Senate,
I would nove that we stand adjourned, subject
to the call of the Majority Leader, with
i nterveni ng days to be |egislative days.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned, subject
to the call of the Majority Leader,

i nterveni ng days being |egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 2:37 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)




