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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, July 20, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, July 19,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the
Rul es Conmittee in the Majority Conference
Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

SENATOR SKELGCS: And if we could
stand at ease pending the return of the report
of the Rules Committee.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate stands
at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 12:53 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 1:06 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
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if we could return to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk. | ask that it be
read at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: Reports of
standi ng com ttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
follow ng bills:

Assenbly Print 4274B, by Menber of
the Assenbly Gottfried, an act to anend the
Public Health Law,

4421B, by Menber of the Assenbly
CGottfried, an act to anend the Public
Bui | di ngs Law;

11054, by the Assenbly Conmmittee on
Rul es, an act to amend the Labor Law,

Senate Print 2228A, by Senator
Trunzo, an act to amend the Retirenent and
Soci al Security Law,

6000, by Senator Seward, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law,

6407A, by Senator Qppenhei mer, an

act authorizing the Cty of New Rochelle;
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7572, by Senator Parker, an act to
aut hori ze the Congregati on;

7675, by Senat or Padavan, an act to
anmend a chapter of the Laws of 2004,

7676, by Senator Skelos, an act to
amend the Public Health Law

7682A, by Senator Mendez, an act to
amend the Labor Law,

7685, by Senator Bal boni, an act to
amend the Crim nal Procedure Law,

And Senate Print 7686, by Senator
Nozzolio, an act to amend the Executive Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Conmittee.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The report is

accept ed.
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Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could take
up the Rul es report, noncontroversial.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
123, by Menber of the Assenbly Gottfried,
Assenbly Print Nunber 4421B, an act to amend
t he Public Buildings Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect April 1, 2005.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56. Nays,
2. Senators Meier and Sal and recorded in the
negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1096, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11054, an act to amend
t he Labor Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1193, by Menber of the Assenbly CGottfried,
Assenbly Print Nunber 4274B, an act to amend
the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 1799, Senator Parker npves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill Number 11554 and substitute it
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for the identical Senate Bill Nunber 7572,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1799.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1799, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 11554, an act to
aut hori ze the Congregation Beis Meir, Inc.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57. Nays,
1. Senator Bonacic recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1890, Senator Trunzo noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 4487A and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 2228,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1890.
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THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1890, by Menber of the Assenbly Abbate,
Assenbly Print Nunber 4487A, an act to amend
the Retirenent and Social Security Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1891, Senator Seward noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on | nsurance,
Assenbly Bill Number 9411 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6000,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1891.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1891, by Menber of the Assenbly Silver,
Assenbly Print Nunber 9411, an act to anend
t he I nsurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 1892, Senat or Oppenhei ner
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmmittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Number 9879 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill

Nunber 6407A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 1892.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.
The Secretary will read.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Cal endar Nunber

1892, by Menber of the Assenbly Tocci,
Assenbly Print Nunber 9879, an act authori zing
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the City of New Rochelle to accept an
appl i cation.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57. Nays,
1. Senator Bonacic recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1893, by Senat or Padavan, Senate Print 7675,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2004
amendi ng the Public Health Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1894, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 7676, an
act to amend the Public Health Law, in
relation to authorizing the Comm ssioner of
Heal t h.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
we'll stand at ease tenporarily. W're
wai ting for nmessages fromthe Governor.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate stands
at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 1:14 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened

at 1:40 p.m)
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could return to the Rul es cal endar and
take up Cal endar Nunber 1896, by Senat or
Nozzol i o.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1896, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 7686,

an act to anend the Executive Law, in relation

to the state DNA identification index.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,

is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of

accepting the nessage of necessity pl ease
signi fy by saying aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
(No response.)
THE PRESI DENT: The nessage of

necessity i s accepted.
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Read the | ast secti on.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sanme date and in

the sane manner as a chapter of the Laws of

2004.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there is a bill before us, shortly, by Senator

Bal boni. And if you could call up Cal endar
Nunber 1889 at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1889, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 7685,
an act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to |lifelong prosecution for
terrorism

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?
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THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of

accepting the nessage of necessity pl ease
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage of
necessity i s accepted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
I think a nunber of us would |like to have an

expl anation of the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bal boni .

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Brief.
Brief.

SENATOR BALBON : Madam

President, in a year in Al bany when we have
found it difficult to agree on many things,
this bill before us is the cul m nation of
several years of negotiations. And there are
many things, nmany aspects in this bill that

are the first of its kind in the country and
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reflects the input of so many nenbers, not
only in this chanber, but also in the State
Assenbl y.

But as nmuch as it is a good thing
to have cone together, particularly in |ight
of the com ng convention, it is also kind of
startling to consider that it is a beautiful
July day and here we are once again having to
consi der probably the nost horrible things
that we as a society or a civilization could
cont enpl at e.

This bill does ten things. It
creates a statute of limtations for the crine
of terrorismof eight years, unless soneone
killed during the act, in which case there is
no statute of limtations. W wll hunt down
whoever did the act forever.

A second piece is that it creates,
for the first time in state law, the crines of
possessi on and use of a weapon of mass
destruction -- specifically, chem cal,
bi ol ogi cal, and radi ol ogi cal .

It authorizes the Comm ssioner of
the Departnent of Health to create a |ist of

sel ect agents of both biological and chem ca
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weapons and defines, for the first tine in

state |l aw, a weapon of nass destruction, in
that not only is it a select agent, but it

must be with the ability to disperse it and
di ssem nate it.

The bill creates the crinme of noney
| aundering for terrorism which nore and nore,
if you take a | ook through the literature,

t hrough t he newspaper accounts, is beconing a
huge problem that is, howto fund terrorism

Wth the overthrow of the Taliban
regi me i n Afghani stan, nmuch of the financi al
support has been taken away from groups such
as Al Qaeda. But they still continue to
receive funds. The threshold for the
first-degree crime of noney | aundering for
terrorismis $75, 000.

There is now a requirenment that
every convicted terrorist's DNA be placed into
t he DNA dat abase.

The bill does sonething that | have
called for for the |last several years. It
takes the Governor's executive order, which
created the O fice of Public Security, and

places it into statute, and changes the nane.
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No longer will it be known as the Ofice of
Public Security; it will now be known as the
O fice of Honel and Security.

| spoke at the Ofice of Public
Security retreat last night in Saratoga, and
will tell you that fifty dedicated
professionals really wanted this because they
were just tired of having to explain, yes,
we're the state armof the Homel and Security.

But it does nuch nore than that.
For the first tinme in state law, this bil
sets up a briefing requirenment for sensitive
information to the Legislature, adopting
sensitive protocols for the transm ssion and
di scussi on of confidential information. W' ve
never done this before.

It expands the ability to train
firefighters and first-responders on how to
deal with a weapon of mass destruction. The
first tine we've done this in law. And the
state fire adm nistrator will be the one
responsi ble for that. This recommendati on
came out of a hearing that the Assenbly held
on this bill.

It al so does sonething that | was
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talking with Director McMahon | ast night
about: it creates for the first tine an
ability to review, inspect and then secure
chem cal plants.

In this state, in this Legislature
we have created a bill for water security,
wat er plant security, electrical or energy
transm ssion and generation facility security.
And now the last |eg of that stool for
security is chem cal plants.

And we've | earned many things from
the bill that Senator Padavan passed and
Senat or Wight put together on the el ectrical
facilities. This is a critical conponent for
this state.

The bill also creates, for the
first tinme, puts into |aw Senator Mary Lou
Rath's effort to nake the placenent of a
substance that is not anthrax but is purported
to be anthrax a crine.

It also creates a statew de
wi rel ess network advisory board. This has
come out of the concern that was generated
when M A-COM received the bid for the

devel opnent of the statew de wirel ess network.
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This will now integrate the Legislature with
that entire process.

One little fact, | attended a
neeting on it yesterday, and 60 percent of the
state is currently covered by cellular
service. Only 60 percent. After the |essons
|l earned in 9/11, that's just unacceptabl e.

And then, lastly, it does sonething
that JimKall strom spoke about the first tine
| ever met him in the days follow ng
Sept enber 11th when he cane and he briefed the
Legi sl ature. He spoke about the possibility
of terrorists using a small plane as a
delivery vehicle into a maj or netropolitan
hub. And as you know, snall planes can travel
150 mles. And yet when he did a review of
all the different rural airports, he found
absol utely no security what soever

And in fact, this scenario was the
basis of a television program one of the nost
frightening |I've seen, on the show "CSI." O
I think it was "24."

That's what's in the bill.

What's not in the bill? The issue

of roving wiretaps, which was very
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controversial. The issue of the .50-caliber
sni per weapons, that's not in here. The
requi renent that noney | aundering be at a
$500, 000 | evel, that's been taken out.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | think this
is a very, very positive step. And in a tine
when we are continually hearing about threats
overseas directed towards this country,
particularly in the upcomng political season,
| think this is a very crucial step, a
t hree-way agreenent that will in fact make
New Yor kers safer.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Vol ker .
SENATOR VOLKER: Madam Pr esi dent ,
very quickly.

| just want to congratul ate Senat or
Bal boni on this bill and say that |'ve been
here a few years, probably nore years than
should. And by the way, there's another bil
on this agenda that -- Senator Nozzolio's
bill, that amends the DNA bill that was passed
here earlier.

These bills, by the way, are al

agreed on. And in fact, this is an unusua
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bill, Senator Balboni's bill. If you |ook at
it, it has a Republican governor and a
Denocratic attorney general as the people
requesting this bill. Plus both houses have
agreed on it.

And the reason | say this is, you
know, there's a lot of talk about that we
can't conme to any agreenent on anyt hing.
nmust tell you, in ny hunble opinion, the bill
that we passed here, what was it, three weeks
ago, the DNA bill, and this bill right here
are the nost inportant crimnal justice bills
passed this decade.

And, you know, there nay be others
in the future. But as of right now, these are
the two nost inportant crimnal justice bills,
if you |l ook at how much they enhance and how
much they deal with. It shows you what our
state can do when we're faced with very, very
serious problens.

The DNA bill, | have to be
perfectly honest with you, | thought that
woul d take two or three nore years. Not in
this house; | was tal king about the other

house.
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And this bill, this bill makes
conmon sense. But sonetines it's difficult,
in our age, because conmpn-sense reporting
sonmetines is hard to do. In fact, people are

paying little attention to this bill here.

Really. | nean, the outside nedia. But this
bill is huge. And it represents not only for
this state, for the country -- because we are

the linchpin in crimnal justice for the
entire country.

And ny congratul ations to the
Governor, obviously; the Attorney CGeneral; and
to Senator Bal boni, who | can tell you has
done just yeoman work in the area of honel and
security and deserves an i mense anount of
accol ades for the tine and the effort he's put
into it.

(Scattered appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard on this bill?

The Secretary will read the
substitution.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1889, Senator Bal boni noves to

di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Number 11723A and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 7685,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 1889.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 19. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could stand at ease tenporarily.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate stands
at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 1:53 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 1:59 p.m)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC. Madam Pr esi dent,
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can we at this time call up Cal endar Numbe
1886.
THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary

will read.

r

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 1886, Senator Mendez npves to

di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill Number 11760A and substitute it

for the identical Senate Bill Nunber 7682A,

Third Readi ng Cal endar 1886.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1886, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Print Nunber 11760A, an act to anend

t he Labor Law.
SENATOR BRUNGC I's there a
nmessage of necessity fromthe Governor?
THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Then | woul d nove

that we accept the nessage.
THE PRESI DENT: Al'l in favor

accepting the nessage of necessity pl ease

of
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signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage of
necessity i s accepted.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Bruno, to
expl ai n your vote.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
President, and to explain ny vote. And I
won't be | ong.

It's been four years since we voted
to raise the m ninumwage here in this state.
And | think that it is appropriate that we be
supportive of this legislation. And as we al
know, in the bill it noves the m ni nrum wage
from $5.15 to $6. 00 January of '05, to $6.75
in January of '06, to $7.15 in January of '07.

We hope that the federal governnent

will act. And they really have about --
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al nrost a year and a half to act. So we're
petitioning the federal governnment in every
way, and our representatives, that they do
sonmet hing to address what shoul d be addressed
across the entire United States, and not state
by state, putting sone states at a conpetitive
di sadvant age and ot hers at an advant age.

So we' re hoping by doing this we
hel p the federal governnment and all the people
that are elected to represent us focus on
getting this done.

The rest of the bill noves the
wages fromtips up, in the same percentage
exactly as the m ni rum wage.

Peopl e out there who earn the
m ni rum wage deserve a raise. You can't
support a famly, they can't support
t hensel ves. Al of us have always supported
this. W've just been waiting for the federa
government. It's apparent now that they're
not acting. W hope they will; they stil
have tine. But if they don't, we're going to
nove the m ni num wage and get it done on
behal f of the people who truly need it here in

this state.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Diaz, to
expl ai n your vote.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Since 1960, the m nimum wage in the
State of New York has not renmained at the rate
of inflation. On the other hand, we all know
that residents of New York City, especially
the residents of the 32nd Senatorial District,
which | represent, has been facing increases
in taxes, increases in real property taxes,
increases in public transportation -- fare
i ncreases, subway, buses, even taxis. They
have been faced with increases in gasoline
prices, increases in parking tickets.

Sonme of the increases, mlk prices.
Parents cannot nake effort to buy -- they have
to make efforts to buy mlk for their
children. Senior daily food contribution has
been increased to one dollar. Rent has been
i ncreased. Tel ephone bills, cable TV, even
chewi ng gum has been increased to the
residents of the people of New York

For this reason, nany fanmlies are
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obligated to live check to check and work | ong
hours to support thenselves and afford an
increase in prices. A full-time worker
earning mninmumwage in the state of New York
earns $10,712 a year, well below the federa
poverty line. That individual has to support
anot her person.

In the state of New York
70 percent of enployees that earn the m ni num
wage are adults. Twelve states in the U S
pay a hi gher m ni mum wage than New York. The
m nimum salary is now $5.15 an hour. And with
this increase, it will be, in a fewyears, to
$7.10. This increase will benefit
approxi mately 700 [sic] people.

| praise this effort, and | thank
you, Senator Mendez, for introducing this
bill. And | amsupporting this bill, and I'm
proud to vote yes. And | hope that the
residents of nmy district will appreciate the
effort that we are maki ng here. And agai n,
Senat or Mendez, thank you for introducing this
bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno and

Senator Diaz will both be recorded as voting
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in the affirmative on this bill.

Senat or Lei bel | .

SENATOR LEI BELL.: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First, I1'd like to conplinment
Senat or Bruno and Senator Mendez for the work
t hey have done on this. And | know t here have
been di scussions over quite a period of tine
now, sone nonths, over this issue on mninnum
wage. | think this will be one of the nore
i nportant pieces of legislation that we will
enact this year

And as the Majority Leader noted,
as we wait for the federal governnment to catch
up with us, it's inportant that we acknow edge
that there are those people in our society for
whomthis will be a trenendous benefit.

So I"'mvery pleased to be a
supporter of this legislation. | think it
will go a long way towards hel ping those who
need the nost help. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too rise in support of this bill
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And | want to congratul ate Senator Bruno and
the conference for acting on this natter at
this tine.

W have heard all the dire

predi ctions before, every tinme this m ni num

wage has been raised. It really has had
mnimal, if any, inpact on business in
New Yor K.

This bill is carefully crafted to

take the m ni num wage up over a period of
years, and | think the final inpact will be
around the end of 2006. So it seens to ne
that this is a bill that's |ong overdue.

And | recogni ze Senator Bruno's
concern about the federal governnment noving
the bill -- or noving the wages if the federa
peopl e acted. Taking that concept really
inmplies that the cost of living and the cost
of getting along is the same from New York to
California, and we know that's not all true.

So | have no problem considering
t hat ot her nei ghboring states here in the
Nort heast region have already raised their
m ni muns, that we do this today. And I

proudly support the bill.
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Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mor ahan
and Senator Leibell, you will both be recorded

as voting in the affirmative on this bill.

Senat or Mendez, to explain your
vot e.

SENATOR MENDEZ: Madam Pr esi dent,
first I want to thank Senator Bruno and the
majority of the nenbers of the Republican
conference for their extraordi nary cooperation
intrying to resolve this issue.

| am positively convinced that each
one of us here in this roomtoday understands
very clearly that this is an issue of socia
justice. W, the Enpire State of the country,
all our surrounding states, they have had a
hi gher m ni nrum wage to benefit the workers.

And | think that today, in taking
this action, all of us in this Senate and al
the legislators in the Assenbly as well, we
are redeenm ng ourselves for not having been
abl e to acconplish nore during this session.

So | amvery happy also for al
t hose workers that they work very, very hard

every day. They will be working with a better
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pay, nothing -- they will not becone
mllionaires, but their lives will be eased
econonmically. They will have nore food on the

table for their children. And that wll
make -- having nore noney to spend wll
i mprove economi c activity in the nei ghborhood.

So as far as |I'mconcerned, thank
you. And I think that this is a glorious,
gl orious day in New York State.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mendez,
you will be recorded as voting in the
affirmative on this bill.

Senat or Spano.

SENATOR SPANG Thank you, Madam
President. To explain ny vote.

Several nonths ago | had an
opportunity to nmeet with several hundred
peopl e in Westchester County who | obbied very
effectively for an increase in the m ninmm
wage. There is a coalition of people across
the state, particularly in the netropolitan
area, who did a very effective job in reaching
out to nenbers of this Legislature, pointing
out that we need to treat every working nan

and worman in this state with dignity. And
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that's what this bill does.

The federal governnment should act.
We should not wait for the federal governnent
to act. They should take a page out of our
books and show that we have the | eadership
here that we have shown in recent years,
whether it be treating mgrant farmwrkers
with dignity or increasing the m ni mumwage.

And the fact that Senator Bruno has
put this bill out on the floor today sends a
very strong nessage to every working man and
woman in this state that we respect the job
that you continue to do. And to those very
ef fective groups that did such a great job in
| obbying, | say thank you.

| vote in the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano,
you will be so recorded as voting in the
affirmative.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 1886 are
Senators Little, Maltese, MCee, Mier,

Nozzolio, Saland, and Seward. Ayes, 51.
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Nays, 7.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

(Appl ause fromagallery.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
is there any housekeeping left at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there isn't,
Senat or .

SENATOR BRUNGC Coul d we then at
this time recogni ze Senator Ada Smith for an
announcenent .

No? Madam President, let's not
recogni ze Senator Smith at this nonent,
okay - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNGC -- other than to
recogni ze her acconplishnents here in the
Senate generally.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

SENATOR BRUNGC. Madam Pr esi dent,
there being no further business to cone before
the Senate, | would nove that we stand

adj ourned until tonorrow at 10:00 a.m, and




5382

recogni ze the fact that tonorrow we will also
be conveni ng an extraordi nary session as
call ed by the Governor.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e now stands adjourned until tonorrow at
10: 00 a.m, when it will neet in extraordinary
session at the call of the Governor.

(Wher eupon, at 2:12 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)




