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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Senate will please cone to order

May | ask everyone present to
pl ease rise and join nme in the Pledge of
Al'l egi ance to the Fl ag.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: In the
absence of clergy, my we please bow our heads
in a nonent of silent prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Wednesday, March 31, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 30, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Myni --
Morahan, | nove that -- it's contagious -- |

nove the following bills be discharged from
their respective conmttees and be reconmtted
with instructions to strike the enacting
clause: Senate Bill Nunbers 4401, 4402, 44083,
4640, 4893, 5293, 5540, 5686, 5687.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: So
or der ed.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: On behal f of
Senat or Morahan, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |
believe there's a substitution at the desk.

If we could nake it at this tine.




1634

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read the substitution.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFranci sco noves to di scharge, fromthe
Committee on Judiciary, Assenbly Bill Nunber
6639 and substitute it for the identica
Senate Bill Nunber 2294, First Report Cal endar
657.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Substitution ordered.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resol ution 42083.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Al 'l
those in favor of adopting the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the exception of Resol ution
4203, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Resol ution Cal endar, with exception, is

adopt ed.
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Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if you could take up Resol uti on Nunber 4203,
by Senator Johnson, have the title read, nove
for its imedi ate adoption, and al so open the

resol ution for sponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read Resol ution 4203.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Johnson, Legislative Resolution Nunber 4203,
menori al i zi ng Governor CGeorge E. Pataki to
proclaim May 22, 2004, as Maritinme Day in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
question is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |

bel i eve Senator Johnson wants to open the
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resolution for sponsorship. |[If you wi sh not
to sponsor the resolution, please notify the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
resol uti on has been opened to the nenbers for
sponsorshi p. Those wi shing not to be on the
resol ution, please notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
Resol ution Nunber 4096, by Senators Rath and
Spano, was previously adopted. |If we could
have the title read at this tinme and then open

it up for cosponsorship

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read the title of Resolution
4096.

THE SECRETARY: By Senators Rath

and Spano, Legislative Resol ution Nunber 4096,
menori al i zi ng Governor CGeorge E. Pataki to
proclaimApril 16, 2004, as "Sex Crines
Agai nst Children and Wonen Prevention Day" in
the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Menbers

who do not wish to be a cosponsor, please
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notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could go
to the noncontroversial reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will conduct the noncontroversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
116, by Senator MGee, Senate Print 2754A, an
act to anmend the Highway Law, in relation to
t he designation and mai nt enance of sel dom used
hi ghways.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

209, by Senator Gol den, Senate Print 6007B, an
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act to anmend the Executive Law, in relation to
directing the Ofice of the Aging.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

Hol d the roll call.

Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Gol den, on the bill.

SENATOR GOLDEN: The words | have
adopted to describe our philosophy and the
goal s of the State Conmmittee on Aging are
i ndependence, dignity, and choice. And this
Bill of Rights does that. These words w |l
gui de us as we devel op proposals to help
seniors in this legislative session.

My phil osophy is that state
prograns shoul d enhance i ndependence, dignity,
and choi ce, rather than conprom se them Yet
too often governmental progranms seem desi gned

by bureaucrats for bureaucrats, not for




1639

beneficiaries. They limt choice, they
restrict key decisions to programcontrollers.
In so doing, they may gain greater control and
predictability, but they conpronise the
dignity of their beneficiaries and create
dependenci es.

The good that the progranms were
intended to do i s negated when nanagers treat
their charges as spreadsheets and forget that
the great purpose of a helping programis to
hel p peopl e solve their problens, not the
ot her way around.

This bill establishes principal
state policies concerning the care and quality
of life of seniors in New York and states that
caring services and prograns for seniors
shoul d be shaped by the principles of
strengt heni ng i ndependence, affirmng dignity,
and maxi m zi ng choi ce, and shoul d recogni ze
that seniors and their famlies and intimates
provi de a vast potential source of social,
cultural, historic and spiritual enrichment
and | eader shi p.

It requires that SOFA enunci ate

these principles in the formof a Bill of
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Ri ghts for seniors and provi de ongoi ng reports
on the progress of the prograns in neeting
t hese principl es.

These are principles that shoul d
i nform prograns for seniors in areas such as
| ong-term care; support for infornal
caregi vers, such as famly, friends and
nei ghbors who provide 80 percent of the
personal care and assi stance to seniors; aging
in place; prescription drug costs; expandi ng
choi ce and pronoting ease of access; age
di scrim nation; personal security; persona
responsibility of famlies and intinates; and
public investnent in healthcare and ot her
soci al health prograns.

And | thank the Senate for bringing
that to the floor and voting in a positive
di recti on today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

312, by Senator Spano, Senate Print 4227, an

act to amend the Al coholic Beverage Contro

Law - -
SENATOR SABI NI : Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

343, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 8018, an act to anend
the Labor Law, in relation to enacting the
"Apparel Workers' Protection Act."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
347, by Senator Velella, Senate Print 4828, an
act to anmend the Labor Law, in relation to the
duty of an enpl oyer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

403, by Senator Libous, Senate Print 2579, an
act to anmend the Mental Hygi ene Law and the
Correction Law, in relation to the
rei nbursenent of costs.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

410, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 1513, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
Regent s awar ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

567, by Senator Little, Senate Print 5154, an
act to amend the General Business Law, in
relation to cyber-piracy protections.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

577, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 5981A,
an act designating state-owned | ands | ocated
i n Barcel ona Neck, Sag Harbor, County of
Suf f ol k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

601, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 6541,
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an act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law,
in relation to suspended |icenses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

602, by Senator Spano, Senate Print 6558, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relati on to mandatory revocati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senat or Lachman.

SENATOR LACHVAN: Yes, with your
perm ssion, M. Chairman, 1'd like to be

recorded no on Cal endar Nunmber 116, Bill
Nunber S2754A.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: W t hout
obj ection, Senator Lachman will be recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 116.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could go to the controversial readi ng of
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will conduct the controversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
312, by Senator Spano, Senate Print 4227, an
act to anmend the Al coholic Beverage Contro
Law, in relation to inposition of civil
penal ti es.

SENATOR SABI NI : Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Spano, Senat or Sabini has requested an
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expl anati on of Cal endar 312.

SENATOR SPANC M. President,
right now, under the law, the State Liquor
Aut hority has the right to i npose a civil
penalty of up to $10, 000 agai nst the hol der of
a license -- a restaurant liquor |icense,
tavern liquor license, or a bottle club I|iquor
license. What this bill would do is extend
t hat same provision to cabaret |icenses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you. M. President, | rise to request
unani nous consent to be recorded in the

negati ve on Cal endar Nunber 116.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: W t hout
obj ection, Senator Hassell-Thonpson will be
recorded in the negative on Cal endar Number
116.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you pl ease
call up Cal endar Nunber 655.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 655, Senator Skel os noves to
di scharge, fromthe Cormmittee on Loca
Government, Assenbly Bill Number 10158A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 6614, Third Readi ng Cal endar 655.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Substitution ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
655, by Menber of the Assenbly Wi senberg,
Assenbly Print Nunber 10158A, an act to direct
t he governing body of a special assessing
unit.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect July 1, 2004.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there any
housekeepi ng at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: No,
there is not.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Schnei der man.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President. | believe I have a notion at
the desk. | request to be heard on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print
5986, by Senat or Schnei derman, an act to anend
t he Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
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Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you.
This is a notion to bring to the floor a bill
to raise the mninumwage in the State of
New Yor K.

The current m ni nrum wage of $5.15
per hour -- which neans that if you're a
full-time worker, you may be trying to live
and support your famly on $206 a week -- is
an enbarrassnent. This is an issue of
fundament al social justice and an issue of
basi ¢ human rights.

And | think that it is a great
shame that 12 states have raised the m ni num
wage above the federal |evel, and the great
State of New York refuses to do so, the State
of New York that in an earlier era led the
country in passing laws to nake ordinary
wor ki ng nen and wonen's lives better: child
| abor | aws, workers' safety |aws, |aws
regul ati ng hours worked and wages.

And now we're sitting, with the
greatest gap between rich and poor in the
country, doing nothing to help the 750, 000

New Yor kers who work at the m ni nrum wage,
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mllions of people and their famlies and

ot hers who woul d benefit if the m ni num wage
was i ncreased who work at a slightly higher
wage.

We're sitting here in this house as
the Assenbly passes a bill to raise the
m ni rum wage so that people don't have to live
on $206 per week -- and in this house, we
refuse to bring the bill to the floor. This
has become the house where laws to help
ordi nary nen and woren cone to die.

And if there's ever a clearer issue
of social justice, a clearer issue that could
i medi ately benefit the mlIlions of
New Yor kers who we purport to represent, it's
the issue of raising the m nimum wage.

There has been no adverse
consequence to the econony of the 12 states
that have raised the mni numwage. Studies by
the Economic Policy Institute have
denonstrat ed conclusively there are no adverse
econoni ¢ consequences when the federa
government raises the mninmmwage. Al you
do put noney in the pockets of working people

so they're not as dependent on the state, so
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that they can pay for nore healthcare, they
can pay for better food and clothing, they can
pay for nore shelter. And when you put nobney
in the pockets of working people, they spend
it inthe state. So it's a good thing for the
econony.

And | woul d respectfully submnit
that if we allow this year to go by with this
house once again playing the role of a
graveyard for bills to help working nen and
wonen, then we should go honme hangi ng our
heads in shanme. This is sonething we can do,
we should do i Mmediately. It would
i medi ately benefit mllions of people.

The good that we can do by passing
this bill that has already passed the Assenbly
is extraordinary. Qur reluctance to do so is
i nconprehensible. It is a break with the
tradition of this great state. And, frankly,
it is a breach of an essential Anerican
covenant: people who work full tine and play
by the rules should not be in poverty.

Everyone tal ks about
responsibility. A lot of ny colleagues on the

ot her side of the aisle tal k about
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responsi bility and the need to reward work.
But we're not rewarding work in this state,
and we need to start doing it.

| hope that we'll bring this bil
to the floor. | hope we will pass it. | urge
everyone to vote yes on this petition. Let's
get sonet hing done that hel ps our constituents
this year. Let's stop doing deals for big
conmpani es and for our friends who have
i nfluence and seek to gain influence in the
political process. Let's do sonething for the
peopl e we' re supposed to be here to represent.

| urge everyone to vote yes on this
petition, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Al 'l
those Senators in favor of the petition out of
comm ttee please signify by raising your hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Connor, Diaz, D l|an, Hassell-Thonpson, L
Krueger, Lachman, Mbntgonery, Onorato,
Pat er son, Sabi ni, Sanpson, Schnei derman, A
Smth, M Smth, and Stachowski .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The

petition is |ost.
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Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
there being no further business to cone before
the Senate at this tinme, | nove we stand
adj ourned until Wednesday, April 14th, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days being |egislative
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, April 14, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 11:35 a.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)




