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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
si | ence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, March 30, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Mnday, March 29,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.




1517

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Mor ahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

I nove that the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective comittees
and be recommtted with instructions to strike
the enacting clause: 2943, 3049, 3050, 3809,
3815, 4051, 4056, 4059, and 4400.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.
SENATOR MORAHAN: Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or

Fuschi |l | o.
SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .
On behal f of Senator Kuhl, please
pl ace a sponsor's star on Cal endar Nunmber 119.
THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.
SENATOR FUSCHI LLO On behal f of

Senat or Skel os, on page nunber 27 | offer the
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foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 407,

Senate Print Nunber 4835, and ask that said

bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits

pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,

are there any substitutions at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there are,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELGCS: | ask that they
be made at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 5,
Senat or Bal boni noves to discharge, fromthe
Committee on Veterans, Honel and Security and
Mlitary Affairs, Assenbly Bill Number 9778
and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill Nunber 6176, First Report Cal endar 616.

On page 5, Senator Bal boni nobves to

di scharge, fromthe Comm ttee on Veterans,
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Honel and Security and MIlitary Affairs,
Assenbly Bill Number 5044 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6520,
First Report Cal endar 617.

On page 36, Senator Alesi noves to
di scharge, fromthe Conmttee on
I nvestigati ons and Government Qperations,
Assenbly Bill Number 10037 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6228,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 533.

And on page 41, Senator Velella
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on
Labor, Assenbly Bill Nunber 10244 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 6536, Third Readi ng Cal endar 614.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitutions
or der ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk by
Senat or Paterson. Could we have the title
read and nove for its imredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
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Pat erson, Legislative Resolution Nunber 4200,
urging the New York State Congressiona

del egation to act to preserve denocracy on the
I sland of Haiti.

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all in favor please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Qpposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Whonever w shes
to cosponsor the resolution, they should
notify the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not wi sh to cosponsor the |ast resolution
t hey should notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
just for clarification, if you wish to sponsor
the resolution, you should notify the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: If you wish to

sponsor the |ast resolution, please notify the
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desk.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the
Finance Commttee in the Majority Conference
Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk by
Senator Bruno. Could we have the title read
and nmove for its inmedi ate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or Bruno,
Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 4181, comendi ng
t he Sorensco Babe Ruth League of East
Greenbush, New York, upon the occasion of
their 50th season of play.

THE PRESI DENT: Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)
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THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
248, by Menber of the Assenbly Tonko, Assenbly
Print Nunmber 1154C, an act to anend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to
snowmobi | es, all-terrain vehicles, persona
wat ercraft and such deal ers.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

434, by Senator Little, Senate Print 5670A, an




1523

act to anmend and ratify a tribal state conpact
between the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe and the
State of New York.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

455, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 2299, an
act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to a taxing district's obtaining the
i nci dents of ownership.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

471, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 2776C, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to persons authorized to supervi se.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
538, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 6334, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
providing for bias-related crime prevention
measur es.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in
t he sane manner as Chapter 597 of the Laws of
2003.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

passed.




1525

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
548, by Senator Meier, Senate Print 1272, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to authorizing the conm ssioner to
suspend a person's driver's |icense.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
562, by Senator Little, Senate Print 6331, an
act to anmend the Highway Law, in relation to
t he designation of the "Adirondack Veterans'
Menorial H ghway. "

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR DUANE: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
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asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
572, by Senator Padavan, Senate Print 5584A,
an act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to the tenporary commercial incentive

area boundary conmi ssion.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

574, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 5920, an
act to anmend the Town Law, in relation to
including the Fire Island Pines fire district
of Suffol k County.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

575, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 5932, an
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act to anmend Chapter 354 of the Laws of 2003
relating to authorizing the incorporated
village of Port Washi ngton.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50. Nays,
1. Senator Bonacic recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
576, by Senator Mrahan, Senate Print 5972, an
act to authorize Bethel Gospel Fell owship,
I ncorporated, to file an application.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Lay it aside
for the day.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
614, substituted earlier today by Menber of
the Assenbly Weinstein, Assenbly Print Nunber

10244, an act to amend the Labor Law and the
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Arts and Cultural Affairs Law, in relation to
enpl oynment permts.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the sane date as
Chapter 630 of the Laws of 2003.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Bruno, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this tinme return to notions and
resol utions.

| believe there is a privileged
resolution at the desk by Senator Spano. |
ask that it be read inits entirety and nove

for its imredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read the resolution
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or Spano,

Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 3612, nourning
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the death of former New York State Senator and
Mayor of Yonkers John E. Flynn.

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi slative Body to pay tribute to citizens of
the State of New York whose |ifework and civic
endeavor serve to enhance the quality of life
in their conmunities and the great State of
New Yor k; and

"WHEREAS, It is with great sorrow
and deep regret that this Legislative Body
records the passing of fornmer New York State
Senat or and Mayor of Yonkers John E. Flynn,
noting the significance of his purposeful life
and acconplishnents; and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn of Yonkers,
New York, died on Septenber 23, 2003, at the
age of 91; and

"WHEREAS, A |ifelong resident of
Yonkers, John E. Flynn attended New York
Uni versity and Col unbia University; and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn served as
t he general superintendent of Al exander Snmith,
Inc., vice president of DeYorgi, Inc., in
New York City, and vice president of G amatan,

Inc., in Yonkers, New York; and
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"WHEREAS, |In 1961, John E. Flynn
was el ected mayor of Yonkers for the first of
his three successive terns. During his tenure
as mayor, he created the Yonkers ParKking
Aut hority, the Yonkers Youth Board, the Police
Cadet Corps, the Recreation Programfor the
Handi capped, established the Human Ri ghts
Commi ssion and the Mayor's Conmunity Rel ations
Committee, consolidated Parks and Recreation
into the Departnent of Parks, Recreation and
Conservation, devel oped the first Senior
Citizens Center, and constructed the Mirray
Skati ng Ri nk; and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn was el ected
to the New York State Senate in 1966 and
served ten consecutive ternms. During his
twenty years in Al bany, he had approxi mately
650 bills signed into | aw and served as
chai rman of the Senate Standing Conmittees on
Aging, Cities, Disabled and Civil Service and
Pensi ons; and

"WHEREAS, |n addition, John E
Flynn was a nmenber of the Governor's
Commi ssi ons on Acupuncture and Constituti onal

Tax Limts, as well as the vice chai rman of
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the State Commi ssion on Causes of Educationa
Unrest; and

"Whereas, A true citizen of
Yonkers, John E. Flynn believed in giving back
to the community he |loved so much. He was a
trustee of St. John's Riverside Hospital in
Yonkers, a nenber of the board of directors of
the Westchester County Sal vation Arny, a
presi dent of the Yonkers Rehabilitation
Center, the C.Y.O and the United G vers Fund,
vi ce president of the Yonkers Recreation
Commi ssion, Boy Scouts, and the New York State
Jaycees, and a nenber of Rotary and numerous
other civil and fraternal organizations; and

"WHEREAS, The qui ntessential civic
| eader, John E. Flynn was the recipient of a
mul ti tude of awards, honors, and certificates
of recognition, acknow edging his efforts of
i n-dept h nagni tude, including the New York
State Jaycee Distinguished Service Award, the
Catholic Youth Achievenent Award, the DeMol ay
Suprene Youth Award, and the B nai B rith
Br ot her hood Award; and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn al so

received the 1975 Legi slator of the Year Award
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fromthe United States National Council of
Senior Citizens and an Honorary Degree of Law
fromM. St. Vincent College, Riverdale,
New York, in 1976, and an Honorary Degree from
Mercy Coll ege at Dobbs Ferry in 1980; and

"WHEREAS, Truly an extraordinary
person who has | ed an exenplary life of public
service, John E. Flynn had one phil osophy that
he asked all to practice: '"Wile it is nice
to be inportant, it is nore inportant to be
ni ce'; and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn
di sti ngui shed hinself in his profession and by
his sincere dedication and substantia
contribution to the welfare of his comunity;
and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn's
comm trment to excellence and his spirit of
humanity carried over into all fields of
enterprise, including charitable and civic
endeavors; and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn is survived
by his daughters, Joan Natoli, Arlene
Modzel ewski, Elizabeth Flynn, and Judith

FI ynn- Chen, and ni ne grandchil dren and seven
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gr eat - grandchi | dren; and

"WHEREAS, John E. Flynn, throughout
his career and life, served his comunity and
the people of the State of New York with
intelligence and caring dedi cati on,
conti nuously striving to effectively fulfil
the duties of his position and contributing
significantly to the | egislative process and
the quality of life of his constituents and
the communities of the State of New York; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
death of forner New York State Senator and
Mayor of Yonkers John E. Flynn, and be it
further.

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the famly of John E. Flynn."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNGC. M. President,

t hank you, and col | eagues.
We've just heard, in this

resolution, the chronicle of a great nan's
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life who passed who, as we heard, served as
mayor, served here in this chanber. But al

of us knew Senator Flynn not as John Flynn but
as Chippy Flynn. And | didn't know until |
read that that came, apparently, fromhis
having pitched in sempro ball. And the nane
stuck with him Chippy, as the Chippewas team
or sonet hi ng.

But, you know, he was here ten
years when | arrived. And a nmenber that's
been here ten years when a freshman cones in,
everyone | ooks to and | ooks up to and ki nd of
relates to in whatever ways.

You know, if you ever net a
gentl eman, Chippy Flynn was a gentl eman. Wen
we hear about all the things he did, it was
all public service -- all relating, al
achieving. He worked -- and his district was
not a favorable district to his party when he
was first elected. And yet he had the
accl amation of all of the people there.

Senat or Spano followed himin
office in that area, and to his credit he has
been representative, following in the

footsteps of Senator Flynn
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| called Chippy a nunber of tines,
| renmenber, trying to find ny way through the
maze that's around here sonetines. He was
al ways responsi ve, he was al ways upbeat, he
al ways had a good word. And you just never
forget that. | talked with himnot too |ong
before he died, | believe he was in Florida, a
week or so before. You would not know that he
was even sick, and he was pretty ill

So you tal k about a courageous guy,
a brave heart. That was Chi ppy. And when
was visiting with him | knew he was ki nd of
struggling with conversation. So it wasn't a
| ong conversation, but | had the inpression
that he was trying to make nme feel good. It
wasn't anyt hi ng about him

And, you know, | just share this
t hought with you -- and | think it was in the
resolution -- the one thing Chippy always said
that we all should renenber: "It's nice to be
i mportant, but it's nore inportant to be
ni ce. "

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Spano.
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SENATOR SPANG Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

You know, over the years those of
us who are |ucky enough to serve in this
chanber have an opportunity, unfortunately, to
speak so often about those who have gone
before us. And, you know, when you get up --
and |'ve been sitting here trying to refl ect
some t houghts about Senator Flynn. You start
to think about, you know, your own nortality
and what it is this all worth, what are we
doing in this job called the New York State
Senat e.

And then we sit and say: WII
anyone renenber? WII| anyone renenber
anyt hing that we have done, and will there be
an inmpact on our comunity, on the people in
this state once we are out of here?

And | go back and | think back to
1966 -- | was 13 years old -- in a grammr
school in Yonkers. And we had a field day
that day, and it was a nice -- it was in the
nonth of May. And sonmeone cane to visit the
school, and they said, "Senator Flynn is

comng to visit the school.” And we were al
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so very happy. He would conme in, and he had a
great Irish wit about himand would cone in:
"Hey, how are ya?" You know, and he'd | ook
over -- he wal ked over to nme, hit nme on the
top of the head: "You' re Spano." He says:
"How ya doin'?" And | was in awe that this
Senat or even knew who | was and touched ne.

And | never forgot that. Wen | go
to sixth-grade classes, | tell themall the
ti me about how Senator Flynn visited us in our
grammar school. | never forgot the fact that
he was there, and went back 22 years later to
run for the Senate to succeed himto represent
the city of Yonkers. "Yunkers," as he would
always call it.

As | renenber, he sat over next to
Marty Gol den, in that area of the chanber
And there was nobody that ever got up on the
floor of this Senate or back home in Yonkers
who had nore of a love for his community and a
passi on for the people he represented.

And | saw him as the nicest person
in the world. And | saw hi mbang the desk
when they m ght tal k about hurting tenants,

hurting seniors, hurting people with
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disabilities, not helping the cities like the
city of Yonkers. And he was always there to
fight.

You know, | watched his career.
|l earned a lot fromhimfromthat first day
that he touched nme as a grammar schoo
student. And | watched himover the years.
And, you know, little things you notice. You
know, | woul d al ways know Senator Flynn was in
town because | would see his car and |'d see
his license plate, and | always knew -- and |
woul d notice over the years his license plate
went from 35 down to, when he retired, his
pl ate number was 13. And why do you renenber
that? | don't know. You know.

But as a nenber of the Assenbly, a
young nenber of the Assenbly, | renenber
wal king in, comng into his office, having to
go through Ken Ri ddett -- Ken Riddett, who was
Senator Flynn's counsel then -- having to go
t hrough Ken Ri ddett to maybe scrounge around
to get ny nanme on a resolution once in a
while. As a Republican nenber of the
Assenbly, you know, it was a little tough

going. And it was always Senator Flynn who




1539

woul d give ne that opportunity, nake sure that
I had a hel pi ng hand.

In Yonkers, to this day, if I get
up at a senior event and | nention the nane
"John Flynn," the seniors start with appl ause.
Here's a guy who has been out of office for
nore than 18 years, and the peopl e renenber
hi m and renmenber that he was the nmayor of the
city when they built the first senior center
in Yonkers. They renenber it was Flynn Manor
down on Riverdal e Avenue that was a senior
citizen housing project that bore his nane and
has a roomthere with all of his plaques down
there that all the senior citizens in Flynn
Manor can see on a regul ar basis.

They renmenber the John Flynn who
was there with the C Y.O and the Boys C ub
and the Chi ppewa C ub, as Senator Bruno
mentioned -- all the boys and girls clubs in
the city of Yonkers, that he was there.

He was the type of politician who
attended every funeral in the city of Yonkers.
And | renenber that there was one tine we were
pulling up at a funeral honme -- we were

traveling together, and we had a little bit of
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time to kill, and he said, "Go up to Park
Avenue." | said all right. So I drove up.

He said, "Pull over here by the funeral hone."
| said, "Well, is soneone there, Senator?" He
says, "Yeah, there are cars in the driveway,
so there's soneone there. So let's stop." |
waited in the car that day.

But, you know, he wal ked in, he
knew everybody in the city. And as he touched
me in that grammar school class that day, he
touched every person in the city of Yonkers.
And he showed that he cared; he cared about
t he people that he represented.

Si x hundred and fifty bills signed
into law. That's a record, | think, for any
menber of the State Senate. To head the
Sel ect Conmittee on the Disabled. The day he
retired, | renmenber the group of people with
di sabilities who put together a benefit for
him just thanking him and the tears in the
eyes of the young people with disabilities and
their parents who said, "W're going to |lose a
chanpion.”™ And Senator Flynn turning to ne
and maki ng nme prom se that whatever we ever

do, don't forgot about that population. And I
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was gl ad to beconme the chair of the Menta
Heal t h and Devel opnental Disabilities
Committee to follow that.

He al ways stopped, he |istened, he
cared. He wasn't | ooking over your shoul der
for the next person to talk to. You really
knew t hat he nade eye contact. He was -- and
Senator Bruno said it well -- he would al ways
end his comments with: Wile it's nice to be
important, it's nore inportant to be nice."
And that certainly was not a cliche, it was
sonmet hing that he lived by. And he al ways
stopped his conments at the end and said " God
bl ess you. "

And every opportunity he got up to
speak before any organi zation, the people just
| oved t he guy.

W will miss him W certainly
mssed him And | -- the way we started, we
said: WIIl anybody remenber? 1'mglad that
many of us in this chanber will renmenber
Senator Flynn. The nenbers of his famly, who
unfortunately could not be here today,
certainly renmenber Senator Flynn

| nmentioned Ken Ri ddett, who's
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wor ked for the Senator. And also in the
Senate gallery we have a Saratoga Court of
Clainms judge, Judge TimCollins. TimCollins
received his first job from Senator Flynn back
in 1986, and then | ater becane counsel to
Senat or Bruno and held that position as
counsel to the Majority until his appointnment
to the position of the Court of Clains. And
I"mvery glad that Judge Collins is here today
seated in the gallery.

So, Senator Bruno, thank you.
Thank you for giving ne an opportunity to get
up on the floor here to speak about soneone
who al ways cared. The last conments that |
had with him-- and he was very frail, very
ill -- was he said, "Don't forget the
West chester Institute for Hunman Devel opnent.”

And | renenber one quick story Il
tell you, then I'll sit down. When | took
over in 1987 as a nenber of the Senate, we
had -- | had a Iist of a nunber of people
calling me and sayi ng, you know, "Thank you
for the grant and the nenber itemthat you're
going to give us." And | wasn't sure where

these were com ng from




1543

And on the way out, Senator Flynn
had sent letters out to all of the groups that
he funded over the years and said "
recommended to Senator Anderson that we
re-fund those groups, and |I'm sure Senat or
Spano will be able to deliver that."

And that's a true story. And it
was close to probably a mllion dollars. And
| used that pretty well with Senator Anderson
to get what | needed.

But it tells you about a guy that,
even when he was retiring, nade sure that that
| evel of conmitnent to the people who put him
in office as the mayor of the city and as a
menber of the State Senate, he never forget
t hem

So we will always renenber, we wll
al ways renenber Chippy Flynn for his smle,
for everything he did, for all the people he
touched. And I'mso glad that he visited that
St. Peter's School that one day back in 1966,
because he had a profound effect on ny life.

And so God bl ess you, Senator
Fl ynn.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
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Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

My recoll ections of Senator Flynn
stemfroma slightly different perspective. |
was a nenber of the Syracuse Gty Council in
the early '80s. And in those years, the
menbers of the city councils around the state
woul d travel once a year to Al bany to neet
with Senator Flynn in his capacity as chair of
the Cities Committee. And he provided
tremendous inspiration to those of us from
Buffalo in the far west, to Yonkers in the
east, as well as the New York Gty
counterparts, as to how we shoul d be
appr oachi ng policy.

Much has al ready been sai d about
hi s ki ndness and his deneanor. But he did
sonmet hing el se for those of us who made this
trip. He would validate our reason for com ng
into the capital to | obby on behalf of the
cities we represented.

Senat or Flynn, who began his career
in the city of Yonkers and had served as the

chi ef executive of a city experiencing




1545

trenendous di m nution of its tax revenue,
understood the kind of fragile bal ance that
every city in this state was facing. He had
lived through the '60s. He had experienced
what was euphemistically referred to in the
newspapers as urban decay. He understood the
whol e concept of the flight to the suburbs by
t he peopl e who had assets and si nul taneous
| oss of manufacturing jobs into other parts of
the country or even offshore, |eaving a poor
core to many of these cities without the
support they needed to chanpion their
i nterests.

And as Senator Spano said and as
Senator Bruno said, it was Senator Flynn who
of ten recogni zed the uni que responsibility to
provi de that voice for the people had been in
fact abandoned by so many of the other
i nstitutions and powerful people who had
served themin the past. He recognized that
i mbal ance, and he always tried to find ways to
encourage us, when we cane into Al bany as city
councillors, to find creative ways to tap into
those institutions that he had hel ped devel op.

He had worked with the other mayors
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in the '70s to devel op things |ike urban
devel opnent action grants, urban devel opnent
and comunity devel opnent prograns. He knew
that there were special needs of cities, and
he provi ded sone very uni que handhol di ng
activities for us when we would cone in here.
He was, in fact, an inspirational force for
menbers of city governnent all over this
state.

And it was a great honor for ne,
when | took office in this chanber in 1985, to
be able to serve with Senator Flynn in the
capacity as State Senator. Because only then
could I actually put sone of the pieces
together to see how very challenging it was
for himto do the job that he had to do for
his own city, his own constituency, and at the
same time provide that wonderful support
system for nmenbers of the city councils al
over this state.

W used to love to have our picture
taken with himafter he swore us in as
officers of our little organization. So you
woul d have pictures of city council mnenbers

fromUica, Buffal o, Rochester, Binghanton
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and Syracuse, all standing proudly surroundi ng
Senat or " Chi ppy" Flynn. That was the

hi ghlight of our trip to this capital.
Governors and other officers didn't really
count that nuch.

It was seeing Chippy Flynn that
made us feel good about what we did and sent
us back to our cities with a renewed
commtrment to deliver for our people. And we
always left with that wonderful sense of
acconpl i shnment that only cones when a person
of his stature says "Good | uck, and God bl ess
you. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
question is on the resolution. Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator Velella.

SENATOR VELELLA: Can we return

to reports of standing committees. | believe
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there's a report of Finance Conmittee at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Reports
of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,
fromthe Comrittee on Finance, reports the
foll owi ng nom nati ons:

As a nenber of the State Conm ssion
of Correction, Alan J. Croce, of Mattituck.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
LaVal | e.

SENATOR LaVALLE: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

I'"d |ike to conplinent Governor
Pat aki on once agai n reappoi nting Chairnan
Croce to his position in the Comm ssion on
Corrections.

Al an Croce has -- if you | ook at
hi s background, it's a very, very strong
background in crimnal justice: Served as our
undersheriff for many, many years in Suffolk
County and was appointed to the conm ssion,
and the Governor appointing himas the chair.

He has dedi cated hi nsel f, has
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ener gi zed the conm ssion because he has been
energetic and professional about his duties

and his responsibilities. He has served in

this position the | ongest of anyone as

chai rman, and he certainly deserves

r eappoi nt nent .

And, Al an, continue the great job
that you have done and the energy and vitality
that you' ve brought to the comm ssion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: Senat or
Nozzol i o.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O M. President,
on the nom nati on.

| rise to support this renom nation
of Alan Croce, echoing the conments of ny
col | eague Senator LaValle. That as chairman
of the Crinme Victins, Crine and Corrections
Commttee, we have to work very closely with
t he Conmmi ssion on Corrections.

| nust say the Conm ssion on
Corrections has been under excell ent
stewardshi p during these past years, as Al an
Croce has tine and tinme again proven to
menbers of this Legislature, this house, the

Assenbly and the Governor that the Corrections




1550

Commi ssi on has been a wonderful partner with
| ocal governnents in their chall enging
devel opnent of new correctional facilities and
t he mai ntenance of their current correctiona
facilities across this state.

| could think of no finer
appoi ntnent than this. | appreciate all the
work that the conmm ssion has done under
Comm ssi oner Croce's | eadership and urge ny
col | eagues to unani nously support this

wonder ful renoni nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Vol ker .

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President,
very quickly. | guess |I'mone of the few

peopl e around who was here when this

comm ssion was forned nmany years ago. And
Senator LaValle and | were talking, | believe
it was formed a few years after the Attica
upri sing.

Probably Alan Croce -- and | think
this is absolutely true, and |I've intervi ened
every one of the chairnmen of the comm ssion.
And we turned down a couple of chairnmen, if I

renmenber right, many years ago -- is probably
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the finest chairman that | think in all the
years that | can renenber of the comm ssion.
He's spent a trenmendous anmount of time working
on | ocal prisons, which is primarily what the
Commi ssion on Corrections is charged with
doi ng.

| want to conmmend him | want to
commend the Governor for putting Alan in that
posi tion.

But |I think that there just is not
a realization that our prison system both on
a state level and a local level, is reputed
t hroughout the country to be one of the

nmodels. And there's a lot of criticismhere

because sonme of the people who -- | don't want
to -- | guess |I'd characterize them as
pro-inmate groups -- would like you to think

that our systemis not as highly regarded as
it is throughout the country.

But | can assure you that one of
the reasons it is so highly regarded, one of
the reasons we have the only major prison
systemin the country that is declining in
i nmat e population -- not only in innmate

popul ati on, but declining dramatically in the
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nunber of nonviol ent people in our system --
is New York. And there are many peopl e coni ng
in fromoutside who tried to use New York as a
| ever for other states.

But the problemin New York is it's
really a nodel for the rest of the country.
And Alan Croce is one of the reasons it is a
nodel for the rest of the country.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Mar cel |i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you,
M. President.

| would also like to thank the
Governor for this fine appointnment, this fine
reappoi ntnent. Alan Croce is a good friend
and a very capable adm nistrator on this
comm ssion. He's done a heck of a job, as
you' ve heard from Senator Vol ker and Senat or
Nozzolio, no better experts on crinme and
corrections that these two gentl enen.

And | know for a fact that Al an
Croce is a fine person because no | ess than
his wife told nme so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Onor at o.
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SENATOR ONORATO M. President,
| rise to join ny colleagues in comendi ng the
Governor on this wonderful nom nation. [|I'm
happy that the Governor recognizes what all of
us in this chanber recogni ze about the quality
of Alan Croce.

He's been in since 1997. And | can
assure you that he's always had an open door,
sonetinmes an open cell for all of us. But I
want to thank himfor always responding to al
of the requests that | have made of him and
he's responded in a nmagnificent and judicious
manner .

And | congratul ate the Governor and
| urge all of ny colleagues to make it a
unani nous deci si on on your renoni nation.

Congratul ati ons, Al an.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Trunzo.

SENATOR TRUNZQO M. Chairman, |
also rise to second the nom nation of Alan
Croce.

I've known Al an for many, nany
years, even before he was the chairman of the

Conmmi ssi on of Corrections. |''ve known him
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back hi mwhen he was with the Suffol k County
correction officers group and all that group.
And he's been an outstandi ng individual, and
you' ve heard all that has been said by those
who have to do with crimnal justice and what
have you
But at any rate, Alan is a great

i ndividual. He's done an outstanding job in
the position that he's had. And | comrend the
Governor for reappointing himto this position

for another term

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Johnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes. Being
from Suffolk County, 1've known Alan for quite

a while. He's done an outstanding job in the
sheriff's departnment and an outstanding job in
Corrections. And certainly I'mproud as wel |l
to add nmy nanme to the list of those secondi ng
t he nom nation of Al an Croce.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you,
M. Chai r man.
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| am not from Suffol k County, but I
woul d tell you although |I have no direct
relationship with M. Croce through ny
commttee, | have known himon a persona
basis and certainly through some work he's
done with our |ocal county corrections
officials. And once again, the Governor has
sent us a true professional and a gentl eman,
and | am honored to stand here and support his
nom nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Does any
ot her nenber wi sh to be heard on the
nom nati on?

The question, then, is on the
confirmation of Alan J. Croce as a nenber of
the State Commi ssion of Corrections. All
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
nom nee i s confirned.

Comm ssioner Croce is with us today

in the gallery. He's acconpanied by his wife
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and our col |l eague, Assenbl ywonan Pat Acanpor a,
in the back of the chanber.

And, Conmmi ssi oner Croce, on behal f
of the Senate, we extend to you our thanks for
the great work that you have done and our best

wi shes for your future work.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of

the Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
David S. Mack, of Kings Point.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Johnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: David S. Mack
has done a wonderful job in his comunity in
many respects -- civic, philanthropic,
connected with his alma mater and mne,

Hof stra University. But nore than that, he's
put in ten years on the MTA. Al the advances
we' ve nade in transportation and financing of
transportation, in new nmethods of paying with
a card to get in and out of these subways and

trains, all those innovations really were
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advanced by David S. Mack, denonstrably the
out st andi ng nenber of the board and al ways
| ooking to inprove conditions for the
commuters and the residents of the City and
the Island as well. And, | mght say, up the
Hudson Ri ver way.

So certainly he's done a great | ob.
He deserves to be renomi nated, as the CGovernor
has done. | commend the CGovernor on that
nom nation, and I'd like to advance it at this
time.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Mar cel |i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you
M. President. | rise again, this is a banner
day for the Governor. He's got two aces in
his hand today in reappoi ntnents.

David Mack is a fine individual.
I've known himfor a nunber of years, being
fromLong Island. David is a well-known
individual. If there's a charity this man
doesn't work for and contribute to, | don't
know what it is. He is just one superior, one
decent person who believes in giving back to

his community and giving back to this great
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country and this great state of New York
because he got a | ot out of it.

So, |l adies and gentlenen, he's a
fine person, he will do an even better job
than he did before, I know, because he's that

kind of an individual. Thank you to the

Governor for this nomnation. | second it.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Lachman.
SENATOR LACHMAN: Yes, | hadn't

had t he pl easure of neeting M. Mack for |
bel i eve his previous two appointnments to the
MIA conmi ssion, and | did have that pleasure
today. He's obviously a very qualified person
and serves under Peter Kalikow as the deputy
chai rman of MIA

In answer to questions of the
Fi nance Commttee, he nade it quite clear that
he believes that the fares should not go up,
that the fares should remain the sane. And
that is very inportant to ne.

Now, one of my coll eagues, Senator
Par ker, raised the issue of greater
transparency in terns of the records, in the

future, of the MIA, and he said he will do
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everyt hing possi ble to achi eve that.

| think it's an excellent
reappoi ntnent by the Governor, and I wll be
proud to vote for him

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President.

W have two appointnents to the
MIA, and | will address both of themtogether,
M. Mack and Ed Watt.

| have had a | ot of experience
working with the MIA, agai nst the MIA, on the
MIA. But | want to say that M. Mck is
certainly an exanpl e of someone who cones from
a background and brings the wi sdom fromt hat
background to the MIA -- and that we do have
probl enms. And there have been historica
problenms. But the current MIA nanagenent, and
| say this as sonmeone who has sued t hem
frequently, is making substantial changes for
the better.

It is becoming nore transparent, we

are noving in the right direction, and that is
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going to nmake it easier for those of who are
advocates to fight for nore funding for the
city to keep the fares down. Because
ultimately the responsibility is not with the
board of the MIA, the responsibility lies
here. |If we don't provide them noney, there's
not hi ng they can do.

So | commend the CGovernor for this
appoi ntnent. | know M. Mack, nenbers of his
famly. And he's not just someone who gives
back, he cones froma fam |y who gives back in
many different areas. And |I've worked with
many nenbers of the famly, and | | ook forward
to working further with himon the MIA

| also want to add -- | don't think
he's here today -- the second appointnent to
the MIA, Ed Watt, of the Transport Wrkers
Uni on, another great addition to the team As
there's new | eadership in the MIA, there is
new | eadership at the TWJ that is making a
tremendous difference for all of us who ride
t he buses and subways. And we |ook forward to
further good works in the years to cone.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
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Mal col m Smi t h.

SENATOR MALCOLM SM TH: Thank you
very much, M. President.

| also rise to conmend the Governor
on hi s appoi ntnent today. GCbviously M. Mack
is a clear exanple of soneone who is doing
wel | by doing good. His entire fam |y have
been very supportive of our entire state. He
has been very supportive and very hel pful to
me personally as it relates to particul ar
stations in ny district, along our railroad
l'i ne.

And al t hough we made our
acquai ntance in a very strange way, | wll
tell you one thing he proves is that you never
know who you're talking to. And when we had
the opportunity to face each other in a
prof essional way, the result was a $10 mllion
contribution toward the repairs of stations in
nmy district, and he was one who | ed that
charge. And | do appreciate that.

I nsofar as M. Ed Watt is
concerned, who is also within ny district, I
al so want to thank the Governor for his

forthright concept around sel ecting
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i ndi vi dual s who represent the Transport
Wrkers Union. | think that's very inportant
for themto be able to have sonme sort of
i nsight and invol vemrent on the inside of the
track, so to speak

So this is a banner day, as Senator
Marcel lino said, for the Governor

M. Mack, always a pl easure seeing
you. And you will continue to do the fine job

that you have been doi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni .

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, M.
President. It is great to be able to rise for

a constituent and a friend.

M. Mack is one of the preem nent
nanes on Long Island and in this state. But |
al so get a chance to talk with him
prof essi onal | y about his expertise and his
concern over the safety issues surroundi ng our
transportation systens. And as we all know,
we tal ked about |ast week about how we really
try to focus our attention on trying nake
everyt hing as safe as possi bl e.

David Mack's in the forefront.
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He's a gentl enman who has had a | ong career in
and around | aw enforcenent. He has a great
rapport with many of the | aw enforcenent
agencies in this state. And he also brings a
reach and a grasp that is nmuch broader than
nost bring to governnent. And the fact that
he would want to do this is really a nessage
for all of us that it's not just -- you can do
good works in nmany ways. And | think that
he's decided that it's not just being
philanthropic in terns of the arts and the
charities, but it's also in terns of his tine
to make us all a little safer

So I look forward to working with
you in your position. | w sh you many good
years of this. And | think we're all very
proud to have sonebody like you in this
position.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the
nom nati on?

Senat or Mal t ese.

SENATOR MALTESE: Yes, M.

President. | know ny col |l eagues have said a




1564

great deal about the experience and background
of the nom nee, David S. Mack. But like so
many of my coll eagues, |'ve conme to know him
over the years and wish to add nmy words to his
em nent qualifications.

I think we all know that there's
nore to governnent than background experience.
There's dedi cation involved. And here we have
all those qualities all wapped up in one
candi date. Certainly the |lack of debate,
except for praising cooments, at the Finance
Committee neeting; so many peopl e have
i ndicated their approval of this fine
nom nati on.

W woul d do well to have himon the
MIA board, as a nenber of the MIA board
because of his grasp of the issues and because
of his personal qualities, exenplary qualities
that Iend so nmuch to the MIA board. As a
representative of the city, | especially fee
that he can lend a great deal to the board,
and I wel conme his nom nation by Governor
Pat aki .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The

question, then, is on the confirmation of
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David S. Mack as a nenber of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority. Al those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
nom nee i s confirned.

David Mack is with us today in the
gallery. And, M. Mck, we wish you well with
your inportant duties going forward.
Congratul ati ons, sir.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: The
Secretary will continue to read.
THE SECRETARY: As an alternate

nonvoti ng nmenber of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, Ed Watt, of Far
Rockaway.

As a menber of the Finger Lakes
State Park, Recreation and Historic
Preservati on Conm ssion, Mke Sigler, of
I t haca.

As a menber of the Lake George Park
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Commi ssi on, John Pettica, Jr., of Kattkil
Bay.
As a nenber of the Taconic State
Park, Recreation and Hi storic Preservation
Commi ssion, Lucy R Wl etzky, MD., of
Pl easantville.
As a menber of the Firefighting and
Code Enforcenent Personnel Standards and
Educati on Conmi ssion, Leon Szczerbinski, of
Nort h Tonawanda.
As a menber of the Medical Advisory
Committee, Steven E. Barnes, D. O, of Silver
Cr eek.
As director of the Muinici pal
Assi stance Corporation for the Gty of
New York, Martin S. Berger, of New York GCty.
And as a nmenber of the State
Council on the Arts, Judith O Rubin, of
New York GCity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Lachman.

SENATOR LACHMAN: Yes, M.
President, | was unaware that one or two of ny

col | eagues coupl ed the noni nation of David

Mack with Ed Watt.
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But | believe that Ed Watt hinsel f
deserves appreciation for what he's done on
the Metropolitan Transit Authority, and I
think it enphasizes a principle which is
essential: that even nonvoting nenbers who
represent the working nen and wonen of
Anerica, regardl ess of what unions they bel ong
to, should be appl auded for what they are
doing. Oherwi se, howw |l we know how the
workers feel if this man or, in other
authorities, women who are working people are
not on the conm ssion?

And | am proud to support Ed Watt
as an al ternate nmenber of the MIA

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
question is on the confirmation of the
above- named nom nees. All those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(Response of "nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
nom nees are confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
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read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,
fromthe Committee on Finance, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 6052, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the
| egal requirenents;

Senate Print 6658, by the Senate
Committee on Rules, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent;

And Senate Print 6659A, by the
Senate Conmittee on Rules, an act in relation
to providing for the adm nistration of certain
funds.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Al 'l
bills directly to third reading.

Senator Velella.

SENATOR VELELLA: M. President,
can we take up Cal endar Number 670 at this
time.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Velella, we have to do a substitution. Can we

do that first?
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SENATOR VELELLA: Do t he

substitution first.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Ckay,
t hank you.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 670, Senator Johnson noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Number 9552 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6052,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 670.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER

Substituti on ordered.

The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
670, Assenbly Budget Bill, Assenbly Print

Nunber 9552, an act naki ng appropriations.
SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Johnson, an expl anation has been requested by
Senat or Schnei der man.
SENATOR JOHNSON: M. President,
this bill provides for meking debt service

paynments for the fiscal year 2004-2005
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normal |y appropriated to pay all the bonds and
the various authorities and state debt, et
cetera, et cetera, et cetera. And that's it.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 671, Senator Johnson noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Number 10401 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6658,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 671.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Substitution ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
671, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 10401, an act making
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appropriations for the support of governnent.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
is there a nessage of appropriation and

necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: There
I'S.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The

question is on whether to accept the nessage
of appropriation and necessity. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
nmessage of appropriation and necessity is
accept ed.

The bill is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect --

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN:
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Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Johnson, an expl anati on has been requested of
Cal endar 671.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Thi s bil
appropriates approximtely $9.6 billion to
vari ous state departnments and agencies to neet
schedul ed state paynents due fromApril 1st to
April 18th, roughly two weeks, a little nore
than that. And that's all that bill does.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

Senat or Sabi ni .

SENATOR SABI NI : On the bill, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Sabini, on the bill.

SENATOR SABI NI : M. President,
once again we're faced with a late budget. It
shoul d be no surprise to anyone in this room
We heard sone noise earlier in this year that
there was going to be a package of reform
passed by both houses through a conference
commttee. O course, despite the work of

that commttee, it's late. The budget is
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|ate, as it has been for a generation now.

And | stand here as sonmeone who
talks to a lot of people in the streets of our
nei ghbor hoods in New York City who don't
real |y understand why we don't get our work
done on tine. It doesn't make any sense to
them And yet it happens year after year
after year.

There are over 200 nmenbers of this
Legi sl ature on both sides of this building,
and | think the conbined intelligence and
experience and resolve, | believe, with the
respect | have for the nenbers of this body
and the Assenbly, could get this done on tine
and present a united front to the people of
the state with an intelligent spending plan
that can be worked out anobngst intelligent
people. But it doesn't happen.

We know why it doesn't happen. It
doesn't happen because the institutiona
bodies in this building benefit fromthe fact
that it doesn't happen on tine. There are
many groups, interest groups, some of the
i nterest groups | support, that benefit from

if not being on tine, because it gives them
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nore tine to negotiate and play politica
ganmesnmanship with the proverbial -- and we've
heard it for along tine now -- three nen in a
room It benefits themas well.

But it really doesn't benefit the
people of the State of New York, it doesn't
benefit the taxpayers, it doesn't benefit
| ocal governnent, it doesn't benefit the
school districts who are waiting to find out
what nonies they can slot in.

This year we have a new excuse; we
wai ted for the Zarb Conm ssion. W sort of
knew what was going to come out anyway.
Intelligent people could have figured out
where we were going with this. There's a
court order. It's pretty clear. Yet we're
| at e agai n.

And it's bipartisan in its failure,
and it's bicaneral inits failure. And a
menber of the Assenbly who bel ongs to the
majority party, ny party in that body, said to

me the other day: "You know, you just don't
under stand how Al bany works."™ And ny response
is: It doesn't. It doesn't.

It is shameful that we as a body
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wi Il now pass these extenders and do what
normal Americans woul d never do. When faced
with a deadline, let's |eave town. Let's

| eave. Let's punt for two weeks and |l et sone
facel ess fol ks in budget offices and in

| eadership staff positions do some nore
negotiating while we're sonewhere else. It's
not right.

And no matter what kind of spin you
want to put on it, no matter what sort of this
pseudo-intelligence that we know better than
the folks in the street, we don't. W don't.
And the sooner we wise up to that, the better
of f everyone will be. W really don't know
better than they do, because they know when
they' re assigned a task that has to be done at
a certain tine, it gets done. It's not that
t ough.

There are several bills that have
been offered by the ngjority in this house
t hat woul d make the budget process nove
snoot her. There's a conference conmttee now.
The conference commttee should be | ooking at
i deas that haven't been | ooked at yet. | know

Senat or Krueger and Senat or Paterson both have
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bills that would require us to work until the
budget is passed, that we don't go away on a
recess when a budget is due. And | believe

t hose shoul d be | ooked at as well.

Now, we did this thing a couple of
years ago of not paying the nenbers of the
Legi sl ature while a budget hasn't been passed.
And we see how effective that's been. Not
very effective at all. The only thing it's
affected is people's sort of noving around
t heir expenses.

What we really should be doing is
comng to an agreenent as intelligent wonen
and men in this Capitol and cone up with a
spending plan that's rational, that works, and
that's tinely. |1'mdelighted we have a
conference comnmttee, and | know nenbers of
this body have worked on hard on that
conference committee to reformthe budget
process. But the fact that that conference
commttee has not conme up with a plan already
further underlines the fact that what we're
doing is really dysfunctional.

And so | will be voting no on this

and on ot her extenders. Thank you.




1577

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Kr ueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill.

| share mny col | eague Senat or
Sabini's frustration. And | too will be
voting no on this bill.

And he highlighted one bill | have
that if we had passed this bill would in fact
assure that we do stay and continue to work
through the, | guess, break we're about to
take to get the budget done. It's S$S4682,
whi ch woul d require the Legislature to neet
daily if it fails to pass a state budget prior
to April 1st. O course we would all ow
religious holidays off. And I think our
constituents would find that reasonable.

But who is kidding who, as Senator
Sabi ni has said. The fact that we now don't
see paychecks clearly is not a reason we are
notivated to continue to do our work and get
t he peopl e's busi ness done. As was pointed
out, I think, on this floor already today, we
who won't get paychecks can go to banks and

get loans. That is not holding us accountable
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to the people of New York. But a series of
budget reform proposal s woul d.

And | too am excited about the fact
that we still have a budget reform conference
comm ttee neeting between the two houses. And
| believe that they have agreed on any nunber
of issues, two way, that we need to nove
forward on. It won't solve our problem as of
April 1st, tonorrow, but it could help us
address these probl ens next year, because it's
the 20th year of a |ate budget. And of course
just getting a budget on tine is not the
assignnment. It has to be a good budget for
t he people of New York State.

And |'m hoping if we can open up
our process to nore budget transparency, if we
can require standardi zed accounting procedures
for our budget, if we can assure that
| egi sl ators have those budget docunents on
their desks, in my opinion, at |east ten days
bef ore we are voting on these budget bills, if
we can have ongoi ng standi ng conference
commttees to negotiate not just at the | ast
mnute or in fact after April 1st, as Senator

Sabi ni pointed out, but starting from day one
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when we get up here, and know we are facing a
budget each and every year and that we have
responsibilities relating to that budget --
that if we can see eye to eye, if we can cone
up with sonme agreenents between the two houses
in the budget conference commttees that are
goi ng on today, that maybe this is the |ast
time that we will have to go honme and expl ain
to our constituents why yet again we do not
have a budget for themon April 1st.

But in fact, in objection to the
fact that we have noved nowhere yet, | wll
al so be voting agai nst the extender bil
t oday.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President.

Twenty years is very long tine.
And | nust say, as soneone who spent nobst of
nmy life in the private sector, | think it's
pretty clear that the only thing preventing us
from passing a budget on tinme every year is a

| ack of political will. W have the noney.
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In fact, since the Governor announced his
Executive Budget, we've cone up with -- we've
identified significant new resources. Senator
Bruno has acknow edged it.

Senat or Paterson earlier today |aid
out a plan that actually cones in slightly
| ess than the Executive Budget that woul d
enable us to fully fund our obligations under
t he Canpaign for Fiscal Equity case.

W have the noney. W know what we
need to do. It's sinply a lack of politica
will. It's an abdication of our
responsi bility.

And there are ways we coul d
probably get this done. Senator Krueger
alluded to sone of them | know we are now
rushing to try and get our budget reform
conference commttee to come up with something
so at |east we can put a good face on the fact
that we're about to adjourn in the m ddl e of
what shoul d be intensive negotiations over the
budget .

But that really is not good enough.
| nean, it's good to reformthe budget

process. But the reformthat woul d make the
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nost difference, frankly, is for us to pass
bills that Senator Paterson has sponsored,
Senat or Krueger has sponsored, requiring us
just to stay here. Let's stay here.

You | ook at negotiations -- when
was i nvolved in negotiations over a deal, we
woul dn't break for 12 days in the mddle of
the negotiation. Just stay there till you get
it done. If you break, it's over. And that's
true in | abor negotiations. That's true
real ly everywhere except here.

So 20 years is an unhappy
anniversary. | amgoing to vote no on this
extender al so. W can pass a budget on tine.
We just have to take responsibility for our
actions. And I think if we all stayed here,
we would find a way to pass a budget pretty
qui ckly.

So what ever proposals cone out of
t he budget reformcomrittee, let's keep our
eye on the real target. There are some good
things we can do. Forward funding of schoo
budget paynents is critical. Let's pass a
t wo- year school budget this year so that every

year school districts aren't put at risk and
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thrown into confusion by the |ateness of the
budget. That's a good thing. But it's a good
thing by way of maki ng our own
irresponsibility hurt alittle |ess.

Let's do sonething that actually
gets a budget passed on time. And |
respectfully submt the way to do that is for
us to stay here. W're prepared to do it.

Qur | eader sponsors a bill requiring us to do
it. I'"mgoing to vote no, and |I hope that at
some point during my tenure here we are going
to come up with a commtnent. Because it's
not comng up with a procedure, it's sinply
coming up with a commtnent to the people of
the State of New York that we are going to
nmeet our constitutional obligation and pass a
budget on ti ne.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 40. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 671 are
Senat ors Duane, L. Krueger, Parker, Sabini,
and Schnei derman. Ayes, 55. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 672, Senator Johnson noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Number 10402A and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunber 6659A,
third Readi ng Cal endar 672.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Substitution ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
672, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 10402A, an act in
relation to providing for the adm nistration
of certain funds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
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is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: There
I'S.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The

question is on whether to accept the nessage
of necessity. All those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Those
opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
nessage i s accepted.

The bill is before the house.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Johnson, an expl anation has been requested by
Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Thi s bil
provi des | anguage extendi ng various provisions
of the | aw which woul d ot herw se expire on
March 31, 2004. That is today. These bills

i nclude the follow ng provisions, which | wl|l
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not read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
there will be an imedi ate conference of the

majority in the Majority Conference Room and
the Senate will stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
| medi ate conference of the Senate Majority in
the Majority Conference Room

Senat or Ada Smith.

SENATOR ADA SM TH: There will be
an i medi ate conference of the Senate Mnority
in the Mnority Conference Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER

| medi ate conference of the Senate Mnority in
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the Mnority Conference Room

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 4:14 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 5:02 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam
President, may we go back to the readi ng of

the controversi al cal endar

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

434, by Senator Little, Senate Print 5670A, an
act to anmend and ratify the tribal state
conpact between the St. Regis Mhawk Tri be and
the --

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON:
Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Littl e, an explanation has been requested.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

In 1993, a conpact was negoti at ed

between the St. Regis Mohawk Tribe and the
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State of New York. This conpact had the
approval of the federal |ndian Gam ng

Regul atory Act and was approved by them on
Decenber 4, 1993. The conpact at that tine
was hegotiated by Governor Cuonp and did not
have | egi sl ative approval.

In 1999, a lawsuit was filed by the
Upstate Citizens for Equality, saying that the
conpact shoul d have had | egislative approval .
The goal of the lawsuit was not to close the
casinos but to force sonme revisions to include
nmonet ary paynent.

On June 12, 2003, in a 4 to 3 vote,
the New York State Court of Appeals voted that
this conpact shoul d have | egislative approval .

The bill that is before you today
does two things. Nunber one, it ratifies the
conpact. And let ne say that in the nmeantine
t he Akwesasne Mbhawk casino was built in
Hogansburg on the reservation by the St. Regis
Mohawk | ndian Tribe. The casino is up and
running. It enploys between 400 and 600
peopl e, some on a part-tinme, sone on a
full-tinme basis, sonme Native Anerican, sone

non- Nati ve Aneri can.
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So this bill before us today
ratifies that conpact and validates it. The
second thing that this bill does is that it
allows this casino to have sl ot nachi nes, and
it al so provides for revenue shari ng.

The sl ot machi nes, once they're put
in, wwll have a -- has a proposal that has
been agreed upon where in the first four
years, 18 percent of the net drop revenue wl |
go to the State of New York. Then it goes up
to 22 percent and finally reaches 25 percent
of the revenue.

O that revenue that goes to the
state, 25 percent of that revenue will go back
to the two counties, St. Lawence County and
Franklin County and to the towns who are
affected by a | oss of property tax and schoo
tax because of the land clainms involved. The
two counties will split the share that they
get and allocate it to those towns
appropriately.

Thi s has been agreed upon by the
tribe and will then be -- this amendnent wil |
then be agreed by the Departnent of Interior

and the Indian thing.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you. | appreciate the explanation. | have
voted no --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT McGEE: Are you
on the bill, Senator Hassell-Thonpson?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Yes,
on the bill only.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

Hassel | - Thonpson, on the bill.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you. | have no questions for the sponsor.

On the bill, just very quickly. |1
have voted no on the legislation, and | wl|l
be voting no today because this -- the conpact
does not include all of the reservations.

Particularly, it does not include the Oneidas.

And therefore, | will be continuing to vote
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Thank
you.

Senat or Hof f mann.
SENATOR HOFFMANN: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| want to conplinment Senator Little
on a very thoughtful explanation. And | know
this is very inportant to her district and her
constituents. And | applaud her wllingness
to carry the nessage fromher localities. And
| think she has done an adnirable job of
expl ai ni ng one of those issues that is very
difficult for ne to explain to ny
constituents, and that is why they are
entitled, in Senator Little's district, to
recei ve revenue at the local level froma
casi no operation run by Native Anericans where
in Oneida County and Madi son County a very
simlar casino provides no revenue for those
| ocalities.

And many peopl e have asked over a
| ong period of time how this situation came to
exi st. For those of you who were not here in
those years, this was the first casino of its
type. There were very fewin the United
States at the tine. The Congress, inits
wi sdom provided Native Americans with a
revenue stream by giving them a speci al
opportunity to enter into ganbling that was

not nade avail able to other individuals.
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The | ndi ans took advantage of this.
| renenber saying at the tinme that |I'msure
that many of ny Native Anerican friends woul d
have preferred to have di scovered gold or oi
on their nationland, but if this was their
only opportunity for a revenue stream then
they were well entitled to it.

However, the conpact required
government approval. And therein lies the
di fference of opinion as to how this conpact
should differ fromthe conpact that the Oneida
nation operates. The conpact with the Oneida
nation was signed only by the Governor of this
state. Mario Cuonp signed that conpact; it
did not cone to this Legislature for
| egi sl ati ve approval.

At the tinme, | was the Senator who
represented the area both at the casino and of
t he nation honmel and. The casino, for the
record, is in Oneida County, just over the
line. The nationland is located within the
jurisdiction of Madi son County. Presently I
only represent the nationland, | do not
represent the casino itself.

But ny constituents in Madison
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County and my constituents in other sections
of Oneida County have repeatedly asked why
t hey cannot be given the sanme treatnent of the
people in other parts of this state where
conpacts have been negotiated and then brought
to the Legislature and a cl ear revenue stream
is guaranteed to | ocal governnents.

| maintain, and ny constituents
mai ntai n, that the Oneida Nation conpact is an
i1l egal conpact because it was never brought
to this Legislature for a vote and
ratification. |1 will not support a conpact in
anot her part of the state until the Oneida
conpact is renegotiated and a fair revenue
streamis directed to the localities that are
inits imediate area.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: Thank
you, Senator Hof f mann.

Senat or Liz Krueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam President. |f the sponsor would yield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

Little, will you yield?
SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes, Madam
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Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.
| appreciate Senator Hoffmann's expl ai ni ng
some of the history of this.

How does your bill change or nodify
the existing conpact? | mean, | understand
the issue of it was passed in '93, it went
through a court process, the expectation is
that the Legislature needs to pass sonet hing.
But you're al so changing the '93 conpact. Can

you explain how this changes it?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Certainly.
SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.
SENATOR LI TTLE: The bill

actual ly takes the existing conpact, ratifies
and validates it. It then adds an anendnent
to the conpact, and that is in the bill under
Section 1 of F. And that anmendment is
aut hori zed pursuant to Section 1 of this act
and has been approved or deemed approved by
the Secretary of the Interior.

That anendnent is the part that

adds the slot machines and allows themto have
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sl ot machines. And the actual purpose of this
i s because the casino is |ocated about 20
mles north of Mal one, near the Canadi an
border, a very renpote area. Conpetes with the
Montreal casinos. And they are trying to have
the same attraction as other casinos have.

In allowing themto have sl ot
machi nes, they are giving a share of the
revenue to the State of New York and to the

| ocal counties and the towns within them

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Madam
President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Little, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.
That was very hel pful to ne.

So it leads ne to ny next question,
which is since there is litigation in the
courts right now that nay determ ne that slot

machi nes and VLT machi nes are not
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constitutional, how would this law, with the
nodi fication as you described it, inpact what
happens in this casino, assumng that case is
found -- excuse nme, the case finds that these
machi nes are unconstitutional in New York
State?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Vell, | doubt it
woul d change the outcone. But in the
nmeantinme, this conpact and this anendnent
woul d al low for the casino to have sl ot
machi nes until such tine as any court case is
finalized, and the appeal s process and all

But in the nmeantine, this would be
all owed. The revenues will conme to the State
of New York. The |ocal governnments woul d get
sone revenue back fromit as a -- in
conpensation for the |lost tax revenues that
t hey have | ost through the |and clains.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Krueger, on the bill.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.
| appreciate the sponsor's explanations to ny

guesti ons.
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I will vote against this bill, not
necessarily because | think in the long-term|l
coul d not change ny mnd on this issue, but
rather it seens to nme at this nonent in
hi story, noving forward with this |aw when we
are all awaiting a |legal decision by the
courts as to the constitutionality of slot
machi nes or video lottery term nal machi nes,
that we ought to wait and see what the courts
tell us before we nove forward.

Second, | respect Senat or
Hof f mann' s argunent fromearlier that this
woul d in fact continue an inequity within even
casinos in the state of New York, that sone
coul d have machi nes, sone could not.

Finally, we had a conpact that was
passed in '93. M understandi ng of sone of
the deal s that have gone forward between the
state and other tribes since have led us to
bel i eve that we perhaps ten years ago weren't
as Wi se as we could be about negotiating fair
fundi ng back to the State of New York as its
share of revenue for casino ganbling.

And so | would add that if we were

nodi fying this conpact such that we were
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actual Iy eval uating significant new revenue to
the State of New York under the terns that
have been applied to other casino conpacts or
agreenents with tribes since then, that that

m ght al so help argue at |east an equity
argument between this specific conmpact in this
specific part of the state and other parts of
the state and ot her agreenments we've cone to.

So it seens to nme that we ought to
be waiting for the court decision. W ought
to be evaluating all of the negotiations the
State of New York goes into with any group on
any kind of casino and have at |east a
reasonabl e standard, an equitable basis both
for state nonies conmng in at the state |evel
and the local Ievel.

W ought to reeval uate ol der
conpacts in |light of what we now know about
agreenents that have been made both in the
state and ot her states about contracts or
conpacts between states and various Native
Aneri can reservati ons.

And we al so should put this in
context, although I don't believe it is

specific to Senator Little's bill, we should
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put this in the context of the |arger question
| think we are all struggling with, since our
budget continues to nake -- or our proposed
budget argues that we're going to pay for
educati on throughout the State of New York
into the future based on the revenue from VLT
and slotlike machi nes, that we should al so be
eval uating this individual decision in the
context of where do we really stand on the
argument that ganbling revenue shoul d be our
stream of funding for the future of our
school s.

And | think these questions are
much | arger than Senator Little's bill. But I
think the timng today for the State of
New York is to | ook at the |larger picture and
not necessarily nove forward on one specific
issue that in fact would conplicate and even
add to inequities in the prograns and the
operation of ganbling casinos in the State of
New Yor K.

Sol will be, with all due respect,
voting no on this bill today and think we
should ook at it in a |arger context.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Nozzol i o.

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Madam
President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Nozzolio, on the bill

SENATOR NQzZZCOLI O Madam
President, | rise on this neasure as | have in
t he past.

| am sonmewhat shocked by ny
downst at e col | eagues' assessnents of these
|l egal matters. That | have, as many of us
upstate have, |and under siege by |and cl ains.
64, 000 acres in the center of ny district has
been in litigation for 22 years relative to
t he Cayuga | ndi an nati on.

' mnot sure Senator Krueger's
comments about the VLTs and the litigation now
pendi ng regardi ng VLTs have any rel evance
what soever to Indian ganming. That the Indian
gam ng has been i mune from | egal chall enges
fromthe states for years. But be that as it
may .

| rise to comment on Senat or

Little' s bill because | have the greatest
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respect for Senator Little, that she has

wor ked very hard on this nmeasure. And it's ny
under standi ng that those localities within
Senator Little's bill support this measure.
And that to ne, that's what shoul d be rel evant
to -- Madam President, can | have sone order,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: Can we
have sone quiet so we can |listen to Senator
Nozzol i o.

Thank you.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

That Senator Little is asking her
col | eagues to support this neasure because
| ocal governnments in Senator Little's
jurisdiction have reflected agreenents in this
| egi sl ati on that have been worked out on an
i ndi vidual basis with an individual |ndian
nation. Those relationships are extrenely
conpl ex, and one size does not fit all in the
context of negotiations with specific Indian
nations. They're conplicated interactions.

And that | think the overriding

sentinment of this legislation is that yes,
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this body, because of past litigation, does
have the responsibility and the authority to
oversee | ndian conpacts; that prior conpacts
entered into by Governor Cuono -- done so with
reckl ess disregard for the Legislature, with
no input fromthe Legislature, with no
approval process by the Legislature -- were
wong. W believed they were wong. The
courts have certified that that action by
Gover nor Cuonb was w ong.

And that's what Senator Little is
here presenting to, in effect, fix: having
this Legislature reflect upon an agreenent
that was made in conjunction with Senator
Little's constituents, with the Executive of
this state, with Senator Little's input, and
reviewed by Senator Little, in presenting the
| egislation to us for consideration.

| hope that what we establish here
today is a rock-solid precedent that says that
those | egislative nmeasures that cone before
this body that are honed by the | ocal Senators
directly inpacted by those clains and by those
negoti ati ons, by that conpact, would in fact

be articul ated by the Senator representing
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t hat area.

Senator Little does a wonderful job
in representing her area. She is today, by
this legislation, establishing a precedent
that the | ocal Senator who proffers this bill
is in fact doing so with the clear
under st andi ng of her local or his |oca
governments that are inpacted by this neasure.

Sonmeday | may be before this
Legi sl ature, before this chanber asking for ny
col | eagues' review of particular issues
relative to Indian [and clains and Indian
conpacts in ny senatorial district. | am
listening to Senator Little today. | hope
that all our colleagues in this chanber listen
to Senator Little.

Li kewi se, when | amentrusted with
the possibility responsibility of bringing a
simlar type of neasure, if it ever cones to
that point, before this house, | would respect
the courtesy of ny colleagues to listen to ne.

That's the precedent that's being
acconpl i shed here today, Madam Presi dent.
That's the reason why | am supporting this

| egi sl ati on, because | believe it's paranount
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that we listen to the |ocal representatives
who are closest to these very inportant
negoti ati ons and very inportant issues that
i npact | ocal governments, localities within
that Senator's district.

Thank you, Madam President, for the
opportunity to coment on this neasure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: Thank
you, Senator Nozzolio.

Senat or Wi ght.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent.

| too rise in support of this bil
and want to commend Senator Little in terns of
her efforts on this |egislation.

Let's not forget that these
comm t ments have been in place over a decade.
Let's not forget that the facility is there,
the jobs are there, this has been an ongoi ng
institution for a nunber of years. Let's not
forget this was negotiated in good faith and
the bill that is before us was negotiated in
good faith.

It's not about court decisions. |If

we waited in this chanber for pending court
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deci sions. There wouldn't be nuch for us to
do. It's not about equity, because all of us
know there are numerous things that we do
daily here today that are not equitable to
everybody in this state.

So those are not the issues before
us. The issue is consistency. The issue is
good faith. W have been consistent with the
Ni agara agreenent, we have been consi stent
with the good-faith negotiations that were
conducted and that have been concl uded.

I, for one, one support the bil
and encourage ny coll eagues to do |ikew se.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Sabi ni .

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d the sponsor yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Little, will you yield?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,

t hrough you, if the sponsor woul d address the
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fact that this legislation results fromthe
2003 Court of Appeals decision. And |I'mjust
wonderi ng, since that decision invited

| egi sl ati on action, what happens if we don't
do anything, in the sponsor's judgnent?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Vell, if we
don't do anything, Senator Sabini, | believe
that the casino that has been built that is
operating, has over 400 peopl e enployed there,
will have to cease to operate because it would
be operating illegally.

That casino at the present is
supervi sed by the State Police. The Indian
Tribal Council pays the State Police to
operate in that casino. W would end up
having our State Police hold jurisdiction over
an illegal casino.

The casino itself is illegal
because it has not been validated, the
conpact. Therefore, we need to do that for it
to continue to exist.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,
i f the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

Little, will you continue to yield?




1606

SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes, Madam
President, | vyield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M CEE: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SABI NI : What |'mtrying
to get at is that this bill didn't pass both
houses | ast year, despite the fact that it
passed in this house. And if we don't pass
it, there's a threat that the jobs would
di sappear and that the devel opnent, the cash
and plant and equi prment that costs a | ot of
noney, that the tribe -- and | believe
Caesar's is the operator of the casino -- that
noney woul d be | ost, the jobs would be |ost.

But nore inportantly, as of now,
since they're not operating with legislative
approval, since this is worked out to get your
counties of St. Lawence and Franklin part of
the revenue stream as well as the state, are
we sort of in a linmbo here where they could
continue to operate but not pay? That's what
t hey' ve been doing for the past year, is it
not ?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Under the

conpact that was negotiated by Governor Cuono,
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there was no revenue sharing and the state
didn't get any noney and the | ocal governnents
didn't get any noney.

You're right, the bill that I
proposed | ast year was sinply a validation of
the conpact. Since that tinme, we have been
able to negotiate with the tribal council and
the St. Regis Mhawk Indians to allow themto
have sl ot machi nes, which they feel they need
to be conpetitive. And in order to get the
sl ot machines, they are willing to salary
revenue with the state and with the | oca
governnments, who have lost a | ot of property
tax revenue.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,

if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Little, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

Senat or continues to yield.
SENATOR SABI NI : So this is just
very simlar to the type of arrangenent that

was made in the state of Connecticut in a
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matter of a couple of days, and they've
negoti ated this over a couple of years -- and
to the benefit of localities that, frankly,
where revenue has been a little tight, jobs
have been a little right.

And by them sharing in the success,
they're noww lling to sort of help all the
boats in those counties float a little higher
with sonme revenue.

But ny question goes toward if we
don't ratify this, what is the danger of the
operation closing, since it didn't close |ast
year ?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Vell, | think
it's only been because it was allowed to
continue while we ratified this conpact.

W are not the only state who had
to ratify a conpact after the fact because it
was not ratified by the |egislature at the
time that the conpact was negotiated. | had
the names of the other states; | believe it
was New Mexico and Arizona, but |'m not
positive. They also, in those cases, the
| egislature had to ratify the conpact

af t erwar ds.




1609

| believe that there was an
understanding to allow the casino to continue
to operate while this Legislature would ratify
the conpact. There's a lot to be |ost by the
St. Regis Mbhawk Indian Tribe and the people
t hat depend upon this place for their jobs.
There's a lot to be lost by the Native
Anericans who work there. And there's a |ot
to be lost by the |Iocal governnents who can
share in the revenue stream as well as the
state's Ceneral Fund.

SENATOR SABI NI : Madam Pr esi dent,

i f the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Little, will you continue to yield?
SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes, | wll,

Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SABI NI : VWhat |' m j ust
not getting is who is -- who established the
under st andi ng they can continue to operate,
and when does that understanding expire? So
t hat we know what tinetable we're under and

whose jurisdiction we're under to prevent the
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| oss of those jobs and the revenue we're
tal ki ng about, which is significant revenue
for those counti es.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Vell, | believe
it's the Bureau of Indian Affairs, who is
willing to allow the casino to operate while
we go through this ratification and validation
process. | believe it would probably be the
Attorney Ceneral has also agreed to this
process.

SENATOR SABI NI : I f the sponsor

woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Little, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR LI TTLE: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR SABI NI : What |'m getting
toward is, at what point does the Departnent
of Interior and the Bureau of Indian Affairs
have the authority or the hammer to cone down
on the Akwesasne property? Which in effect
woul d be devastating financially to the

counties' enploynent situation and also to the
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antici pated revenue that this agreenment woul d
bring in. Because |I'mtrying to get toward
the i medi acy of this.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.

| believe that the Court of
Appeal s, when they nade the decision that this
needed ratification, and it was a 4-to-3
deci si on, assuned that the Legislature would
ratify that conpact by the end of |ast year's
session. Since it was the end of the session
and it didn't get ratified, they allowed it to
go to this.

| would assume that if this body
were to vote no as far as the ratification,
that then the Bureau of Indian Affairs would
begin to look at this a little differently. |
believe that they are relying on our good
faith to ratify and validate an existing
conpact that was approved in 1993 by
t hen- Gover nor Cuono.

SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam
President. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Sabini, on the bill.

SENATOR SABI NI : I think the
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sponsor has denonstrated exactly why | think
this is inportant that we nove forward with
this.

This state is going to be asking
for lots of agreenents around the state for
much bi gger properties and nuch nore, frankly,
hi gher - enpl oynent areas perhaps than this
property is. And if the federal governnent,
whi ch regul ates | ndian gam ng, sees that a
conpact that was worked out that was generous
enough to share revenue with counties and the
State of New York in what will probably be our
smal | est gam ng property in the state in our
lifetimes -- if we're going to reject that,
then I would think that the federal governnent
is going to | ook rather askance at us maki ng
future commtnments that aren't validated to
tribal gam ng throughout the state.

We're going to be asking for that
as -- we've established the precedent as part
of our budget. |If you disagree with the
prem se that you don't like financing a | ot of
our state on gamng, | can understand that.
But if you buy into the idea that some of our

revenue is going to have to conme from gam ng,
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if we reject this conpact, that in effect is
sending a really wong signal to the folks in
Washi ngt on who regul ate I ndian gam ng t hat
we're really not -- we're serious in the
general but not in the specific.

And this is the snallest specific
exanple we're ever going to get. And | think
we shoul d heed Senator Little's call and pass
the bill.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO On the bill
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mor ahan.

Just one nonent, Senator Onorato.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Senat or, pl ease
excuse the interruption.

Wul d you recogni ze Senator Duane
and have the last section read so he can vote
and get out of here, which that's okay by ne.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: What a guy.

No, Madam Presi dent.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Duane votes no.

Wthdraw the roll call, please.

Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Onorato, on the bill.

SENATOR ONORATO | want to
conpl i ment Senator Little on her initiative on
this. I'mdefinitely going to support this
here.

I"'mreally not totally in favor of
the concept of ganbling itself. But in view
of the fact that these casinos are currently
operating and not contributing anything at al
to the state, | think it's comendabl e on your
part that you were able to negotiate with the

tribe to finally give sonething back to the
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state. And | think it's high tine.

Perhaps this is going to set a
precedent for the rest of the casinos that are
going to be opening up in the state under the
Indian jurisdiction, that they should not be
the only ones to share in the profits, it
shoul d be shared by all the people of the
State of New York.

| therefore urge ny coll eagues to
support this |egislation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam President. On the bill very briefly.

| have heard in the debate today,
as we've heard at various occasions so far
this year, the adnonition fromsonme of ny
col | eagues from other parts of the state that
we have to respect the w shes of the Senator
who represents a district with regard to
matters in that district. And | think that
that is a commendabl e sentinent.

| have to say, though, representing

the City of New York, | find that that
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sentinent falters, it seens, when we cone
south of the Westchester line. The City of
New York, we have had the right to deal with
our rent |aws taken away fromus by the state,
we do not have control over our finances.

And, as of the |atest estinates, the City of
New York is currently sending nore than

$3.5 billion nore to the rest of the state
than we' re receiving.

We're not asking for nore than our
fair share, but | think we deserve our fair
share. And we shouldn't be having to raise
property taxes and sales taxes in the city
whil e continuing to subsidize every other part
of the state.

So | respect Senator Little and the
good work she's trying to do on behal f of her
constituents, but | hope we can have sone
equal application of this principle of respect
for local sovereignty when it comes to the
five boroughs of the City of New York

| am going to support this
| egi sl ati on, Madam President, and | would | ove
to get support for this principle applied in

ot her areas as wel |.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

Senat or Padavan.

SENATOR PADAVAN: I"d like to
expl ain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Padavan.

SENATOR PADAVAN: " mjust going

to explain ny vote, because | know Senat or
Monahan wants us to vote and get out of here.

SENATOR MORAHAN: | thought you
were going to ask nmy nane right --

SENATOR PADAVAN: Now he really
wants us to get out of here.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Not all of

us, Frank.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Padavan, to explain his vote.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Madam
President, sone of the previous speakers
alluded to the fact that as a result of action
in the courts, these conpacts, which were
negoti ated by a prior governor, had to cone
back to us for ratification. QOherw se, the
operations were illegal.

What you shoul d al so know i s that
the plaintiffs in that case, which consisted
of the Saratoga Chanber of Conmerce, nyself,
ot her | egislators and ot her organizations,
were the vehicle by which that becane a
reality.

The sane group, however, is in
court, as | think soneone nentioned, on the
i ssue as to whether or not slot machi nes and
VLTs are |legal under our State Constitution.

Now, what's different here
primarily, as Senator Little has explai ned
nore than once, is the fact that the origina
conpact has been anended in the statute to
i nclude a thousand sl ot machines. And as we

have said many, many tinmes in other places and
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on other occasions, it's very unwise for us to
be |l eading with our chins and counting on
revenue and actually projecting to spend that
revenue on a source of inconme that in a matter
of days, if not weeks, may turn out to be
totally illegal.

| realize that doesn't change the
conditions that we're now faced with with
regard to this bill. There are many ot her
i ssues rel evant to casinos and sl ot machines
and VLTs throughout this state that we could
talk about and I will not tal k about.

But with regard to the very present
issue, it is rather ironic that the reason you
have an opportunity to do this is because the
same peopl e who sued and won gave you t hat
opportunity, but they are the very sanme people
who are in court today that will deny you the
sl ot machi nes that you' ve included and which
is the basic source of revenue that will be
distributed to localities of this state.

There is an irony there.
| vote no.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or

Padavan will be recorded in the negative.
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Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 434 are

Senat ors Duane, Hassel |l - Thonpson, Hof f mann,

L. Krueger, Padavan, and Stachowski. Ayes,
54. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

562, by Senator Little, Senate Print 6331, an
act to anmend the Highway Law, in relation to
t he designation of the "Adirondack Veterans'
Menorial H ghway. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

572, by Senator Padavan, Senate Print 5584A,
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an act to amend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to tenporary conmercial incentive.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Li z Krueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: To explain
ny vote, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Just one
nmonment, Senator Krueger.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Krueger, to explain her vote.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.

| just wanted to go on record --
and | will be brief, because | respect Senator
Morahan's earlier point about the hour -- this
is a bill that would open up to the City of
New York the right to reevaluate the
boundari es and neet to di scuss the boundaries
of the Industrial Conmercial Incentive Program

that was created in the '80s.
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What | want to say, though, is
this, like many other laws that are on the
books in New York State, are in fact
across-the-board, as-of-right tax exenption
prograns. This program all ows busi nesses who
are building in alnost all of the city of
New York, nearly all of each of the
boroughs -- with one exception, in a section
of Manhattan -- to, as of right, get
exenptions fromtheir real estate taxes. 1In
the year 2003, this program al one transl ated
into a $2.3 billion tax exenption for the City
of New York -- the largest, | mght add, of
the real estate tax exenption prograns.

| feel that anything, any kind of
nodel programthat is allow ng our tax dollars
not to be collected, and thus we don't have
that noney for other inportant public services
inthe Cty and State of New York, should be
goi ng through a thorough revi ew where peopl e
are evaluating what are these projects, is the
exenption fromtaxes in the best interests of
the State of New York and the City of New
York, and that carte blanche right of --

basically right-of-existence tax exenptions
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are the kind of nodel New York State should be
taking a serious |ook at as we nove forward.

So I'll vote for this bill, but I
do want to go on record that these are exactly
t he ki nds of prograns we shoul d be
i nvestigating much nore thoroughly.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The bi |
i s passed.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam
President, will you pl ease recogni ze Senat or
Mont gonery.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, Madam
President, | would |ike unani nous consent to

be recorded in the negative on Cal endar 548.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: W t hout
obj ecti on.
SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Thanks.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
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Mor ahan.
SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam

President, is there any housekeepi ng at the

desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Senat or
Hof f mann.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

On page 38, | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 555, Print
Nunber 5746, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill will retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Morahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: Is there any
ot her further housekeepi ng?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: No.

SENATOR MORAHAN: | understand
there's a petition to discharge. Wuld you
recogni ze Senat or Krueger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Thank
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you.

Senat or Liz Krueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam President. | do have a notion at the
desk. | would like to have it called up at
this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print

5922, by Senator L. Krueger, an act to anend
the Legislative Law.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: This is a
notion to petition nmy bill out of commttee.
It's S5922, an act to amend the Legislative
Law, in relation to registration filing fees
for certain | obbying entities.

I will just highlight that I would
al so hope that at sone point we will take a
| ook at mmy bill S4685, which would require
menbers of the Legislature to be physically
present for votes, given the absence of
menbers in the chanber as | give this notion
t oni ght .

Let's face it. Lobbying reformis

desperately needed in the state of New York.
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There are $120 mllion that were spent on

| obbying in this year alone. Public

aut horities have becone the fourth branch of
government, to quote Conptroller Al an Hevesi.
Billions of dollars are contracted out through
the State of New York each year w thout any
revi ew of the |obbying that was involved with
t he procurenent or influencing of those
contracts.

Again, nine large state authorities
contracted for nearly $4 billion in the year
2002. The MIA recently awarded the | argest
single contract in its history for producing a
t housand subway cars, a contract expected to
be worth $3 billion alone. And yet our
| obbying | aws do not require any serious
reporting of this information for us, the
Legi slature, and the public to understand the
process that is gone through to award state
contracts and noney.

Unl i ke nost other states, New York
| aw does not require |obbyists to reveal their
efforts to sway the awardi ng of state
contracts. This is the biggest |oophole in

the state's Regul ati on of Lobbying Act of
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1977.

In June 2003, Governor Patak
signed his Executive Order 127, which requires
woul d- be contractors to reveal the nanmes of
their | obbyists. But these records are kept
on paper wth individual agencies and
authorities and do not include the fees
| obbyi sts are charging, nor do the forns
al ways indicate what contract the | obbyist is
trying to influence.

Many state contracts are witten
not to go to the | owest bidder but rather to
the nost qualified bidder. Denonstrating such
qualifications is one of the biggest
i ndustries in Al bany. So much noney is
i nvol ved, and so little is known about it
because no financial disclosure is required.
No one keeps track of all the nobney spent
Wi ning and dining the right people to win
these contracts. This lack of accountability
and oversight all but invites corruption in
our city.

We knew this | ast year. W al npst
noved and shoul d have noved on |l egislation in

bot h houses that was agreed upon by the
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Governor to address this major | oophole in our
| obbying law. | urge that the Legislature
nmust take the steps to protect the integrity
of the procurenent process by enacting a
procurenent | obbying reformlaw, as | have
proposed and ot hers have proposed.

Wth respect to the Executive
orders in the rul e-maki ng process, the way in
whi ch regul ations are inplenmented can benefit
groups which can in turn pronpt intense
| obbying efforts. The public should have the
opportunity to know when groups and
i ndividuals attenpt to go around the public
process and influence decisions through
i nformal nechani sns.

Thi s proposal, ny | obbying reform
bill, is about pronoting open good government,
bol stering confidence in the practices
enpl oyed by state and | ocal governnents and
contracting for goods and services.

Taxpayers, including both the public and the
busi ness conmunity, have a right to know who
is vying for government contracts and how t hey
are working to influence those deci sions.

| know there is broad support for
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this disclosure. It has cone fromthe
Assenbly, fromthe Lobbying Conm ssion, as
well as fromthe editorial pages throughout
the state, including the Al bany Tines Union,
Newsday, the Syracuse Post-Standard, the Troy
Record, and The New York Ti nmes.

My bill is a bill that | think
everyone sitting here today agrees with and
everyone who should and I hope woul d be
sitting here, if they were in their chairs for
us today, would agree with: it is tinme for
New York State to do what the nmpjority of
ot her states have al ready done, have an
accurate, fair, open process for docunentation
and recording of |obbying fees, who are people
wor king for, who are their clients, how rmuch
are they getting paid, what is the assignnent.

That is what we owe the public. W
are spendi ng their noney, and we are not
account abl e enough to them And | hope that
nmy coll eagues will join nme in voting for ny
notion to discharge ny bill, S5922, because |
know t hat nost of themare on record as
supporting this kind of |obbying procurenent

reform
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: Al 'l
those Senators in favor of the petition out of
comm ttee please signify by raising your hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those Senators in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Brown, Hassel | - Thonpson, L. Krueger, Lachman,
Mont gonery, Onorato, Parker, Paterson, Sabini,
Schnei derman, M Smith, and Stachowski .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
petition is |ost.

Senat or Morahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam

Chai rperson, there being no further business

in front of the Senate, | nove that we adjourn
till 11:00 o' clock tomorrow, which will be
April 1st.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thursday, April 1st, at 11:00 a.m
(Wher eupon, at 5:49 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)




