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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Senate will conme to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
i nvocation today will be given by Rabbi Shnue
M Butnman of the Lubavitch Youth Organization,
Br ookl yn, New YorKk.

RABBI BUTMAN: [In Yiddish.] Qur
heavenly Fat her, please bestow Your bl essings
upon all the nenbers of the New York State
Senate and their famlies. Bless them
Almghty Gd, with health, with prosperity,
and with much happi ness and fulfillnment in al
t heir endeavors.

It is nice to start this prayer
after the prayer that you have offered: one
nation under Gd, indivisible. And that is
exactly the theme of our prayer, that we're
all under Gd and we are assenbl ed here today

in the tine of the birth date of the Rebbe and
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we are celebrating the 102nd birthday of the
Rebbe. And it was so nice of you to proclaim
102 Days of Education in honor of the Rebbe.

The Rebbe fought for education of
every child, regardless of race, of religion,
of color and creed. The Rebbe fought to tel
every child that there is an eye that sees and
an ear that hears and that the world is not a
jungle. And if we teach our children when
they are young, they are going to grow up to
be honorabl e and productive citizens of our
soci ety.

You in the Senate of the great
State of New York, you are the ones who
| egi slate | aws that govern society, |aws of
justice, laws of honesty, |aws of decency.
Through you, those | aws have an effect over
the United States of Anerica and, through the
United States of Anerica as a superpower,

t hrough the entire world.

So you in these chanbers are
responsible in a very, very wonderful way, to
change the way we think, to change the way we
live so that our |aws shoul d be governed by

the laws of Gd -- |aws of honesty, |aws of
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decency, | aws of appreciation and respect for
our fellow man

The Rebbe teaches us that this is
the | ast generation of exile and the first
generation of redenption, and we can hasten
the com ng of the great redenption by doing
nore goodness and ki ndness. That is exactly
what you institute.

And as |'m standi ng here before
you, | renmenber in 1991 when | opened, with a
prayer, a snaller chanmber than this, the
United States Senate in Washington. The Rebbe
told me to bring with ne a pushkeh. A pushkeh
is a charity box. This charity box has the
form of Lubavitch Wrld Headquarters on
Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn.

The Rebbe said, "Take with you a
pushkeh. And when you are going to offer the
prayer, you should put in a dollar bill into
t he pushkeh, and everybody shoul d see what you
are doing and they shoul d know what noney
should go for."

The Rebbe wants us to do acts of
goodness and ki ndness. By putting anything

into a pushkeh, we are doing another act of
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goodness and ki ndness. And therefore, | would
like to continue and to fulfill what the Rebbe
asked nme and give this bill on which it says

“In Gd W Trust" into this pushkeh

Any one of you is welconme -- don't
get scared; this is not a fundraising
canpai gn -- but anyone is welcone to put in
anything into the pushkeh and to do an act of
goodness and ki ndness.

| also want to tell you that every
week on the Sabbath in our synagogues we of fer
a special prayer for each and every single one
of you. And we say the [in Yiddish]: Al
t hose who serve the public faithfully as you
do, Almghty Gd should give themtheir
reward.

This is our prayer then on the
Sabbath, and this is the prayer we're offering
today, that Almghty Gd should reward you for
all the good things and the wonderful things

that you do, with a |lot of happi ness and

fulfillment in your personal life as well as
in your comrunal life.
And before | end, | would like to

give you all a blessing that you shoul d pass
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t he budget successfully before April 1st.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Rabbi Butman, for your kind invocation
and good w shes.

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,

Sat urday, March 27, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Friday, March 26,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On notion of
Senat or Bruno, the rules were suspended and
said bill ordered to a third reading:

Cal endar Nunmber 594, by the Assenbly Committee
on Rul es, Assenbly Print Nunber 10176, an act
to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to maki ng technical amendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: W t hout
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objection, direct to third readi ng.
Read the | ast secti on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Mei er.

SENATOR MEI ER: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Spano, | wi sh
to call up Cal endar Nunber 317, Assenbly Print
Nunmber 8752.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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317, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 8752, an act to anend
the CGvil R ghts Law

SENATOR MEI ER: | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which this Assenbly
bill was substituted for Senator Spano's bill,
Senate Print Nunber 5136, on March 9th.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will call the roll upon
reconsi derati on.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

SENATOR MEI ER: | now nove that
Assenbly Bill Number 8752 be recommitted to
the Conmittee on Investigations and Gover nnment
Operations and that the Senate bill be
restored to the order of Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: So
or der ed.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent,
I now offer the foll ow ng anmendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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| nove that the following bills be discharged
fromtheir respective conmttees and be
recommtted with instructions to strike the
enacting clause: Senate Bills 160, 162, 163,
164, 208, 388, 389, 390, 393, 394.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: So
or der ed.

Senat or McCee.

SENATOR McGEE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| nmove to reconmmt Senate Print
Nurmber 207, Cal endar Nunber 146 on the order
of third reading to the Cormittee on Children
and Fam lies, with instructions to the said
commttee to strike out the enacting cl ause,

on behal f of Senator Morahan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: So
or der ed.

SENATOR McGEE: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
M Cee.

SENATOR McGEE: Madam Pr esi dent,

I'"d like to offer the foll owi ng anendnents to
the followi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

Sponsored by Senator Spano, page
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nunber 7, Cal endar Nunber 122, Senate Print
5236;

By Senator Marcellino, page nunber
24, Cal endar Nunber 431, Senate Print 761;

By Senator Marcellino, page nunber
29, Cal endar Nunber 512, Senate Print 4524A;

By Senator Larkin, page nunber 31,
Cal endar Nunber 535, Senate Print 1222A,

By Senator Skel os, page 35,

Cal endar Nunber 582, Senate Print 6179;

By Senator Sal and, page 28,
Cal endar Nunber 485, Senate Print 5940;

By Senator Sal and, page nunber 35,
Cal endar Nunber 580, Senate Print 6144A.

Madam Presi dent, | now nove t hat
these bills retain their place on the order of
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
amendnents are received, and the bills w |
retain their place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATOR McGEE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank

you.
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Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a substitution at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Yes.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could nmake

it at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: On page 13,

Senat or Bal boni noves to discharge, fromthe
Committee on Veterans, Honel and Security and
Mlitary Affairs, Assenbly Bill Number 8130A
and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill Nunmber 5159, Third Readi ng Cal endar 281.

And on page 18, Senator Velella
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmmittee on
Labor, Assenbly Bill Number 8018 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 108, Third Readi ng Cal endar 343.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:
Substitutions ordered.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe there's a privileged resolution at
t he desk by Senator Stachowski. | ask that

the title be read and nove for its i medi ate
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adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

St achowski, Legislative Resol ution Number

4100, honoring Loretta Kam nsky of Lou-retta's
Cust om Chocol at es upon the occasi on of her

i nduction into the Small Business Hall of Fane
on March 30, 2004.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
question is on the resolution. Al in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we can go to the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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210, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 769A,
an act to anmend the Navigation Law, in
relation to providing an exenpti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

216, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 514, an
act to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es,
inrelation to prohibiting civil actions
agai nst victinms of crine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read

the | ast section.

SENATOR ADA SM TH: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

267, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 5156B, an
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act to amend the Public Health Law, in
relation to prohibiting tongue-splitting
except by physicians and denti sts.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the first of

Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

281, substituted earlier today by the Assenbly
Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Print Number
8130A, an act to anend the Executive Law, in
relation to disaster contingencies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal

the roll.




1429

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

546, by Senator Padavan, Senate Print 1054, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law and
the Administrative Code of the City of
New York, in relation to the conversion of
abandoned vehi cles by | ocal authorities.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

550, by Senator Hof fnmann, Senate Print 3596,
an act to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law,
in relation to authorizing the operation of

farm not or vehicl es.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50. Nays,

1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

558, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 6136, an
act to anmend the Highway Law, in relation to
designating a portion of the state hi ghway
system

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
563, by Senator Little, Senate Print 6336, an
act to anmend the Highway Law, in relation to
designating a portion of the state hi ghway
systemin the city of dens Falls.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

565, by Senator Mrahan, Senate Print 3118A,
an act to amend the General Business Law, in
relation to the donation of articles of
clothing by certain dry-cleaning institutions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

578, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 6109A, an
act to authorize the Bayvi ew Baptist Church
I ncor porated, ham et of Mstic Beach.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50. Nays,

1. Senator Bonacic recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

579, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 6116,
an act to authorize the incorporated village

of Muttontown to di scontinue the use of
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certain |lands as parkl ands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

583, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 6183, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Municipal Law, in
relation to authorizing nmunicipalities to
contract with the state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of July.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

584, by Senator Little, Senate Print 6258, an
act to change the nane of the town of Altanont
in the county of Franklin.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

585, by Senator Wight --

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

Senat or Skel os, that concludes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could go
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to the controversial reading of the cal endar

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
216, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 514, an
act to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es,
inrelation to prohibiting civil actions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: W1l you pl ease
| ay that aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside for the day.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d you pl ease recogni ze Senator Lachnman for
a short statenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Senat or Lachman.

SENATOR LACHVAN: Usual ly after
t he Rabbi gives his invocation, Senator March

and | say a few words -- unfortunately, we




1436

were both late today -- regarding the
Lubavi t cher nmovenent, which began in Eastern
Eur ope over a hundred years ago and brought
joy to the lives of many Jews who had suffered
oppression. It then noved to the United
States in the 20th century and is now one of
the fastest-growi ng novenents wthin Judai sm

Under the | ate Rebbe Menachem
Schneerson, of bl essed nenory, the novenent
grew so large that it went into many
uni versities and colleges in Anmerica, offering
kosher food and prayer services to those who
woul d not have it in small-town Anerican life.
This is one of their major achi evenents.

Anot her one of their nmjor
achi evenents, which very few people reali ze,
is they have recently, over the |ast decade,
gone into Eastern Europe, once under the
di ctatorshi p of conmuni st countries, and have
reacti vated Jew sh living and Jew sh | earning
and schol arship. Wat they are doing in the
field of education, as well as a vibrant
living Judaism is remarkable and shoul d be
conmended.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Senat or Mar chi

SENATOR MARCHI : Vell, | don't
believe |'ve attended an official function
unl ess we had the presence today that we have.
It's all neaningless. | go back over the
years, and | agree with ny distingui shed
col | eague of many years that this is the
bi ndi ng that we were | ooking for, approvingly,
of our neeting here today, and he reflects, in

the activities that he pursues, over a

t housand years of -- it's even |longer than
that, isn't it? -- of serving so loyally and
so well, spiritually, norally and in every way

that | can possibly think of.

So it's so good to have you here,
because ot herwi se we woul dn't be able to have
this function. It would be an enpty gesture
wi t hout your presence. So we take heart by
the fact that you are here and with us and
celebrate this day for what it is. It has a
very rich spiritual significance, one that we
have to take to heart. And we do so with

ent husi asm because | -- you know, it's al nost
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60 years since |'ve been -- no, 50 years, |
shoul d say, that |'ve been doing this. But I
do it with so nuch elation and so nuch joy.
And your presence really nmakes it so. It
woul dn"t be the same without it.

So again, God bless you for being
with us, and we exult in the circunstances
that give us an opportunity to participate in

this event.

RABBI BUTMAN: Thank you very,
very much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: No,
Senator, there is no housekeeping at the desk.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Krueger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| believe | have a notion at the
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desk. 1'd like to have it called at this
time.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Krueger, Senate Bill Nunmber 384, an act to
amend the Environnmental Conservation Law and
the State Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Kr ueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Wll, today | amattenpting to have
this house take up a bill that | think is
critical and tinmely and all of us, when
recogni zing this issue, should be agreeing
that it is tinme to update and i nprove the
New York State Bottle Bill and redenption
system

| have a bill, S384, that | hope ny
col | eagues will consider, and | will describe
it. But in fact it is one of several pieces
of legislation that have been proposed in both
houses that would work to expand and i nprove

t he successful New York State Bottle Bill,
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whi ch is now over twenty years ol d.

My | egislation would expand the
Bottle Bill to include deposits on
noncar bonat ed beverages, including water, ice
teas and other fruit-type juices; it would
i ncrease the deposit on each container fromb5
to 10 cents; and, perhaps nost inportantly, it
woul d col | ect uncl ai med deposits and dedi cate
themto the state's Environnmental Protection
Fund to fund nunicipal recycling and waste
prevention prograns and other critica
envi ronmental needs at the |ocal |evel.

New York State's Returnable
Cont ai ner Act, better known as the Bottle
Bill, requires a 5-cent refundabl e deposit on
all beer, soda, and wi ne cool er containers
sold in New York State. The neasure was
enacted in 1982 to reduce litter and increase
recycling.

Since '82, the beverage market has
changed drastically, w th noncarbonated
beverages such as bottled water, ice tea, and
sports drinks conprising an increasing market
share. Furthernore, curbside recycling is now

mandat ory throughout nost of the state.
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Recent polls done by environnental groups show

t hat New Yorkers overwhel m ngly support

expansi on of the Bottle Bill to include
noncar bonat ed beverages -- 70 percent in a
recent poll. In fact, 86 percent of those

pol | ed urge uncl ai ned deposits be used for
envi ronnent al pur poses.

Usi ng uncl ai med deposits now
retai ned by the beverage industry could be
used to benefit New York's environnent, as has
been done in Massachusetts and M chigan. In
fact, several other states have noved forward
recently. Miine, California, and Hawai
al ready have bottle | aws that include water,

j uice and ot her noncarbonated drink
contai ners. Massachusetts has proposed a
simlar neasure.

Mai ne, M chi gan, and Massachusetts
have al ready anended their |aw so the states
can keep their unredeened deposits for
envi ronnent al purposes. And according to
recent press reports, Mchigan, which has a
10-cent deposit, now has a redenption rate of
90 percent. In states without a bottle |aw,

contai ners are recycled at an average rate of
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only 40 percent.

The uncl ai ned deposits that could
be transferred to the Environnmental Protection
Fund coul d again be used for recycling, waste
reduction, other inportant prograns.

This existing | aw has al ready saved
t axpayers and municipalities the cost of
coll ecting and recycling or disposing of
beverage containers to the tune of nearly
$300 mllion saved in landfill fees since
1983. Expanding our Bottle Bill to cover nore
bottles and to retarget funds to the
Envi ronnmental Protection Fund woul d create new
jobs in the recycling and retail industries
and hel p New York's neediest citizens
suppl enent their incone. It would, it is
estimated, reduce litter by up to 11 percent.
Provi di ng an econom c incentive to redeem
contai ners increases recycling rates, reduces
litter, and mnimzes stress on our landfills.

The Bottle Bill already has
diverted nore than 5.2 mllion tons from our
wast e stream over the past 20 years.

Expandi ng the Bottle Bill to include the other

types of bottles |I described woul d
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dramatically hel p us even further decrease our
wast e stream probl ens. Boosting recycling
rates neans fewer containers wll be

| andfilled or incinerated, nore natura
resources will be conserved, energy will be
saved, and greenhouse gases reduced.

Recent surveys have shown t hat
nonr edeemabl e cont ai ners make up nearly
two-thirds of the beverage containers piling
up on New York's shorelines, up to 11 percent
of all litter in some comunities.

Hel ping to renove nore bottles from
our waste streamw || also reduce the anount
of broken glass on our playgrounds and in our
parks, resulting in fewer incidents of cuts
and | acerations, particularly anong children.
Less litter and broken gl ass along our streets
and hi ghways wi Il nean | ess property damage to
farm equi pnent, |ivestock, and vehicl es.

And bearing the cost of a product's
wast e should be the responsibility, at | east
partially, of the beverage producers and their
consuners, not taxpayers and communities. The
Bottle Bill is a nodel for this kind of

sustai nability.
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The Bottle Bill to date has been an
envi ronnent success story for New York, but we
can make it even better. Proposals such as ny
own woul d not only provide an additi onal
$170 mllion estimted new revenue each year
to go into local recycling and environmnent al
prograns, but woul d reduce operating costs of
the localities that have curbside recycling
prograns. So we bring additional noney into
t he Environmental Protection Fund, and we
decr ease out goi ng costs on | oca
muni ci palities that operate recycling prograns
t oday.

Addi ng noncar bonated containers to
the deposit systemw Il help relieve
financially strapped curbside prograns of an
expensi ve burden. Just 7 percent of the
beverage market is noncarbonated beverages
sold in alum num cans, the only curbside
material of real value. Mre than 90 percent
of these noncarbonated containers are gl ass
and plastic bottles that we should be bringing
into the recycling system

Again, | see this as a win-win for

the State of New York. |It's a win financially
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for our stressed budget; it puts noney
directly into targeted prograns at the |oca
| evel to help clean our environnent; and it
decreases the environnental problens we're
already facing in the state.

| hope ny colleagues will join ne
in voting for ny anendnent today.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Those Senators in agreenent with
the petition please signify by raising your
hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin, D az,
Di | an, Duane, CGonzal ez, Hassell-Thonpson, L
Krueger, Lachman, Mbntgonery, Onorato,
Oppenhei nmer, Parker, Paterson, Sabini,
Sanpson, Schnei derman, A. Snith, Stachowski,
and Stavi sky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
petition is |ost.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

there being no further business to cone before
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the Senate, | nove we stand adjourned until

Tuesday, March 30th, at 3:00 p.m Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 30th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:45 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)




