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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited

the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of

clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Friday, April 4, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Thursday,
April 3, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Mei er.

SENATOR MEI ER: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Skel os, on
page nunber 11 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnments to Cal endar Nunber 101, Senate
Print 1023, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Mei er.

SENATOR MEI ER: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

On page 14, al so on behal f of
Senat or Skelos, | offer the foll ow ng

amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 155, Senate
Print Nunber 1735A, and ask that said bil

retain its place on the Third Readi ng
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Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: Those anendnent s
are al so received, Senator, and the bill wll
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you,
Senat or Mei er.

Madam Presi dent, there will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there are a series of privileged resolutions
at the desk by Senator Saland. |If we could
have the title read on each privil eged
resolution and then nove to adopt all of them
at once.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Sal and, Legislative Resol ution Number 1088,
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honoring Phil MI1Iler upon the occasion of his
desi gnation as recipient of the Public Health
Partnership Award by the Dutchess County
Depart nent of Health.

By Senator Sal and, Legislative
Resol ution Nunber 1089, honoring Ron Gsof sky
upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the Public Health Partnership
Award by the Dutchess County Departnent of
Heal t h.

By Senator Sal and, Legislative
Resol ution Nunber 1090, honoring Hudson River
Community Heal th at Beacon upon the occasion
of its designation as recipient of the Public
Heal t h Partnership Award by the Dutchess
County Departnent of Health.

By Senator Sal and, Legislative
Resol ution 1091, honoring Barbara G oss upon
t he occasion of her designation as recipient
of the Public Health Partnership Award by the
Dut chess County Departnent of Health.

By Senator Sal and, Legislative
Resol ution Nunber 1092, honoring Dr. Ronald
Li pp upon the occasion of his designation as

reci pient of the Public Health Partnership
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Award by the Dutchess County Departnment of
Heal t h.

And by Senator Sal and, Legislative
Resol ution Nunber 1093, honoring Bill Browne
upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the Public Health Partnership
Award by the Dutchess County Departnment of
Heal t h.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolutions. Al in favor please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resol utions
are adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
100, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 556, an

act to anmend the Fam|ly Court Act and the
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Crimnal Procedure Law, in relation to the age
of child w tnesses.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

162, by Senator Rath, Senate Print 1679, an
act to amend the Education Law and the General
Muni cipal Law, in relation to deleting the
requirenent.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
198, by Senator Marchi, Senate Print 1970 --

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for
t he day.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
204, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 2264, an
act to anmend the Banking Law, in relation to
the confidentiality of records.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

217, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 743, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law and
the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to
exenpting farm vehi cl es.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Lay it
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asi de.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
242, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 549, an
act to amend the Executive Law, in relation to

permtting parents of mnors to be present.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Lay it
asi de.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

271, by Senator Rath, Senate Print 1685, an
act to anend the Penal Law, in relation to

repeat offender status for petit |arceny

of f enses.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Lay it
asi de.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

274, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 1914, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relati on to expandi ng the of fenses.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of the
cal endar nonth next succeedi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

275, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 1915, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to authorizing child witnesses to
testify.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

272, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 1891, an
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act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
establishing the crinmes of assaulting a child
in the first and second degree.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect on the first of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

276, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 2259, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to the
unl awf ul sal e of tobacco products to a child.
THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
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passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam
President. |If we could go to the
controversial reading of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
217, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 743, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law and
the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to
exenpting certain farmvehicles.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kuhl, an
expl anati on has been request ed.

SENATOR KUHL: Yes, Madam
President. This is a very sinple bill. It
sinply exenpts farmpl ated vehicles froma
not or vehicle indemification act which was
passed by this house in 1994.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thr ough
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you, Madam President, if the sponsor wll

yield for a few brief questions.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kuhl ,
will you yield for a question?
SENATOR KUHL: I'd be happy to

yield to a question.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you.

Through you, Madam President, is it
not true that this |aw would result in farm
vehi cl es whose owners do not carry unbrella
policies or whose unbrella policies carry
exclusions fromliability for farmvehicle
acci dents, that these vehicles would end up
with no insurance coverage at all?

SENATOR KUHL: Senator, this bil
woul d put the farner in the position he was in
prior to 1994 ever since the existence of
aut onobi | es.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Thr ough
you, Madam President, if the sponsor would
continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR KUHL: I'd be happy to
yield to anot her question.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
with a question, Senator.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: But
| acki ng, perhaps, sone of the historica
references, is it not the case that this
| egi slation would result in some farm vehicles
havi ng no i nsurance coverage for accidents
what soever ?

SENATOR KUHL: | can't answer
that question with any factual basis, because
| don't have the experience of how nany
vehicles are insured or were insured prior to
1994 or are today, Senator.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you.
Thank the sponsor for his answers.

Madam Presi dent, on the bill

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senator, on the bill.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: I think
that as | read this legislation, while we
don't have statistics, the inplications are
very, very clear. There is no requirenent

that farmvehicles limt their travels to
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off-road activity. Farmvehicles are on the
road quite a bit. Many of us pass them or
attenpt to pass them every week or every
nont h.

This | egislation would exenpt an
entire category of vehicles that travel
frequently on New York's roads fromthe
requi renent that they have insurance coverage
as every other vehicle has to have insurance
cover age.

The reason for ny guestions were
that it has been suggested by sone of the
supporters of this bill that farmvehicles are
typically covered for liability purposes under
unbrella policies carried by farnms to insure
tractors and ot her farm equi prent.

However, there is no requirenent in
| aw that those policies insure all farm
vehicles. Furthernore, there's no requirenent
in law that every farm have such an unbrella
policy. So what we're faced with is a
| oophole to a series of |aws which are
designed to protect innocent New Yorkers who
may be injured in an accident with a vehicle.

What we end up with is a | oophole
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that anything that is categorized as a farm
vehicle, even if it's riding out in the mddle
of a public road, even if the farmer's son and
his friends end up taking off with the car on
sort of a joyride and injure someone, there
woul d be no requirenent of insurance coverage.

It's true that nmany vehicl es woul d
have i nsurance, because nany farmers do carry
the unbrella policies that the proponents have
been speaki ng about. But there are many who
do not.

There's no reason to pass a | aw
like this with these | oopholes. Innocent
victinms of autonobile accidents shoul d not
have to resort to the | ong, drawn-out
procedures to attenpt to deal with
bankruptci es and other things. W have a
structure in place in this state to provide
i nsurance coverage. W require insurance
coverage for everyone else. Every other type
of business that has vehicles that operate on
the roads that could have an accident, injure
an i nnocent person, is required to insure
t heir vehicl es.

This law is an exception. And with
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all respect to all of the farnmers who work
very hard and need support in various ways,
the way for us as a Legislature to give them
support is not to create a | oophole in a | aw
that's designed to protect innocent

New Yorkers. Let's find another way.

If we're going to pass a | aw t hat
treats farmvehicles differently, let's
require unbrella policies or sone other
provision that will guarantee that innocent
victinms of autonobile accidents -- whether
they be SUVs, tractors, trucks, or any other
type of vehicle with a farmplate on it -- are
protected and provide the same justice that
they're entitled to when any other vehicle in
this state causes the accident.

I"m going to vote no, Your Honor,

and | -- Your Honor? Excuse nme, Madam
President -- and | encourage everyone else to
vot e no.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day.
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 217 are
Senators Andrews, Dilan, L. Krueger, Onorato,
Pat er son, Sabini, Schneiderman. Al so Senator
Sanpson. Al so Senator Parker. Al so Senator
Lachman. Ayes, 44. Nays, 10.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
242, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 549, an
act to amend the Executive Law, in relation to
permtting parents of mnors to be present.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

This |l egislation would require that
parents or guardians of a mnor who is a
victimin a sexual harassnment incident should
be informed of any proceedi ng and be all owed

to attend.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam President. On the bill

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill, Senator
SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you.

| appreciate the sponsor's efforts
to deal with a very difficult situation, which
is providing security and confort for children
who cone forward with charges of sexua
harassnment, and to provide for the invol venent
of the parents.

| have a concern that the bill as
drafted has a flaw which | think could be
corrected by revising the |anguage. And the
flaw essentially is this. This bill requires
t hat whenever a minor cones forward with
charges of sexual harassnent, alleges that
they' re aggrieved by an unl awf ul
di scrim natory practice involving sexua
harassnment, that the parents be notified and
that they be permtted to be present at al
times during any official proceedings relating

to that charge.
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The difficulty is this. W know
t hat nost sexual harassnent of young peopl e
doesn't happen with strangers, it happens with
peopl e who are known to them who are faniliar
to them and in many cases they very well my
be close friends or even relatives of the
parents.

So ny suggestion is this. | think
the bill as drafted really |eaves open the
possibility that, contrary to the clear intent
of the legislation, this could provide for
further intimdation of a young person naking
an allegation by requiring and -- providing no
escape clause for any tribunal requiring that
a parent be present at the proceedings rel ated
to that charge.

So | amgoing -- | have requested
that we attenpt to cone up, since | don't want
to be critical without offering suggestions,
come up with some | anguage to address this
issue, and | will be passing it along to the
sponsor. This is a very serious attenpt to
deal with a very difficult problem Subject
to that caveat, | think we should nove forward

to pass | egislation addressing this problem
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this session.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard?

Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you, Madam

President. For so long --

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill, Senator

SENATOR DI AZ: On the bill, I'm
sorry.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead.

SENATOR DI AZ: For so long we

have taken away the parents' right to their
children. For so |ong we have been dividing
the fam |y and nmaking the children feel like
they are alone in this world. For so |long we
have ignored the parents. W have been taking
little by little that sense of fam |y and that
sense of responsibility fromparents and
chi I dren.

And | think that this bill gives
back to the parents sonething that has been
taken fromthem This is a very inportant and

very, very essential bill, and we should al
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vote for it. Parents should be part of
what ever happens to their children. |[If their
chil dren have been abused or their children
have been interrogated, their children are
bei ng questioned, the parent should be there.

And, Senator Skelos, | amvery
proud that you present this bill, and | wll
proudly vote for it.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard on this bill?

Then the debate is cl osed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane, to
expl ai n your vote?

SENATOR DUANE: Yes, thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You' re wel cone.
SENATOR DUANE: ["mvoting no on
this bill again. As |'ve raised in the past,

| absolutely think that the m nor should be

all onwed to bring whatever or whoever the adult
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that they wish at a proceedi ng.

And | certainly think that there
shoul d be an adult present, but | think that
the adult should be up to the minor's choice,
particularly since there are m nors who nay
not have a parent but nay have a foster parent
or a noncustodi al parent but the | egal custody
of the child may not be as definite.

| also think that if a child wants
to bring a counselor in, that should be
acceptable as wel |.

So I"'mgoing to vote no again this
year on it, in the hope -- with the hope that
the bill will be amended in the future to
i ncl ude having an adult of the minor's choice.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be
recorded as voting in the negative, Senator
Duane.

Senat or Mont gonery, to explain your
vot e?

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Yes, Madam
President, to explain ny vote.

I"mvoting no, as | have in the

past on this legislation. Because while |
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certainly respect and val ue the presence and
support of parents in any proceeding with a
young child, in cases of sexual abuse in
particular it is very often a famly nenber
who has been involved in this kind of
activity, and very often it is a close
relative.

And so | think in order to protect
the integrity of the proceeding as it relates
to the child and the child' s right to have an
opportunity to testify w thout being
intimdated by a parent or the presence of
sonmeone very close, | think that I'mvoting in
favor of the child s right, and I'mgoing to
vote no on this |egislation.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be
recorded as voting in the negative, Senator.

Senat or Hassel | - Thonpson, to
expl ai n your vote?

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Yes,

t hank you, Madam Presi dent.

| have continued to vote yes on
this bill only because | have sone nmjor
concerns about the relationship of parents and

chi |l dren. But | also feel that I1'd like to
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hope that we would anend this bill at sone
point that would allow a greater |atitude of
choice for mnors to choose who that adult
woul d be.

But to this point | have a major
concern that the rights of children are not
al ways as well protected as they need to be in
t he absence of parents.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard to announce their
vot e?

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 242 are
Senat ors Duane, Montgonery, and Schnei der man.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 3.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam
President, | would request unani nbus consent

to be recorded in the negative on Cal endar

Nunmber 217, Senate 743.
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THE PRESI DENT: Heari ng no
obj ection, you will be recorded as voting in
t he negative, Senator.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | also
request unani nous consent to be recorded in
the negative on Cal endar 217, Senate Print
743.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be so
recorded as voting in the negative, Senator.

Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| was out of the chanber in a
Fi nance Comm ttee neeting when Cal endar Nunber
217 was debated. And in previous years, |'ve
been an active participant in the debate on
that. And | think it is pathetic that we rush
through the active list while Finance is
neeting when in fact our major job right now
shoul d be to do a budget.

So actually, the Finance issues
before us are the nost inportant ones. And --

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane, do

you Wi sh to change your vote or to be recorded
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as voting in a certain way?

SENATOR DUANE: Vell, | guess |
woul d be changing nmy vote. Because,
ridicul ously, you have to be present to vote
no, as opposed to you're recorded as "yes" if
you're not in the chanber when you're in,
i ke, a Finance Commttee neeting.

But yes, I"mvoting no on 217, with
unani nous consent.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.
Heari ng no objection, you will be so recorded
as voting in the negative.

Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, Madam
President, | would |ike unani nous consent to
be recorded in the negative on Cal endar 217.

THE PRESI DENT: Heari ng no
obj ection, you will be so recorded as voting
in the negative.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
271, by Senator Rath, Senate Print 1685, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to

repeat offender status for petit |arceny
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of f enses.
SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Senator Rath, an

expl anati on has been request ed.

SENATOR RATH: Madam Pr esi dent,
this bill is a fairly sinple bill. 1t deals
with repeat offenders of the petit -- crine of

petit |arceny.

Ri ght now, no matter how many tines
you're convicted, you will still only have a
m sdeneanor. This bill provides that if you

have been convicted twice in five years, it

will beconme a O ass E fel ony.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect --

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, Madam
President. | would like to ask a question of

Senat or Rat h.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Rat h,

will you yield for a question?
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SENATOR RATH: Surely.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or Montgonery, with a question.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senator Rath, I'mjust trying to
deci pher the meaning of this. Is this -- this
fits into the code as it stands now?

SENATOR RATH: Yes. Yes, it
does.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: And it

covers any age from 16 and up?

SENATOR RATH: Ri ght.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: kay. Thank
you.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her

menber wi sh to be heard on this bill?

Then the debate is cl osed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56. Nays,
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2. Senators Duane and Montgonery recorded in
t he negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could return to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmittee at the desk. | ask that it
be read.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,
fromthe Comrittee on Finance, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 3935, by the Senate
Commttee on Rules, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent;

And Senate Print 3936, by the
Senate Conmittee on Rules, an act to anend the
Executive Law.

Both bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout

objection, the bills are reported direct to
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third reading.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could call up Cal endar Nunber 404 at
this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
404, by the Senate Conmittee on Rul es,

Senate Print Number 3935, an act making
appropriations for the support of governnent
and to anmend Chapter 17 of the Laws of 2003.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a nessage of necessity and

appropriation at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

THE PRESI DENT: Al those in

favor of accepting the nmessage of necessity
and appropriation please signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage of
necessity and appropriation is accepted.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 15. This
act shall take effect --

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,

an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

This bill appropriates
approximately $1 billion to various agencies

to pay the bills for the week endi ng next
Sunday, fromnow till next Sunday. It covers
all the agencies, including the payroll of
your staff and other staffs, capital
construction that's still going on.

New York City MAC gets $64 mllion
of sales tax revenue to themto keep the city
going. There's 400 mllion for -- well,

600 mllion, actually, in federal and state
funds for Medicaid, and Departnent of Labor

uni nsurance -- $95 mllion for unenpl oynent
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i nsurance cover age.
So it just pays the bills that have
to be paid for this com ng week. And I

appreci ate you all supporting it.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Breslin.
SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam

President, if the sponsor would yield for a

coupl e of questions.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,
will you yield for a question?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Breslin,

you may proceed with a question.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, |I'mnot concerned so nuch
with what's in the bill but what isn't in the
bill. And | was wondering if there's been any
wi t hhol di ng of school aid to the school
districts in the State of New York.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Senator, the
answer is no. Last week we appropriated sone
noney that was allowed to be appropriated to

finish up the year 2002-2003. There's no
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further paynents required until June 1lst. So
therefore, there's no noney in this bill for
educati on.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Agai n t hrough

you, Madam President, if the sponsor would

yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,
will you yield?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or .

SENATOR BRESLI N: Rel ative to

past years, there appears to be a reduction of
$350,000 in annuities to blind veterans.
was wondering if you could speak on that.

SENATOR JOHNSON: | guess it's
not an exact cal endar parallel with |ast year,
because there are no paynents due at this tine
for blind veterans. There will be in future
paynments when it's appropriate.

Thank you.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Agai n t hrough
you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,
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will you yield for another question?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or .

SENATOR BRESLI N: Then there are

no blind veterans who are now due and ow ng
any noni es under the 2002-2003 budget ?

SENATOR JOHNSON: That's ny
I mpressi on, Senator, yes.

SENATOR BRESLI N: And again
t hrough you, Madam President, if the sponsor
woul d yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR BRESLI N: In the
2002- 2003 budget, there appears to be
remai ni ng, in paynents of school aid,
$246 mllion which has not been passed in the
budgets for 2002-2003. Can you tell wus if
that's correct?

SENATOR JOHNSON: | don't --
Senator, I'll try to answer this. And maybe
["ll need an expert, but | understand that

| ast year we paid in advance the June 1st
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paynment because the noney was there and we
paid it in advance.

This year we're not paying that in
advance, but we will pay it when it's due,
which is June 1st.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Agai n, through

you, Madam President, if the sponsor would

yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, you do
yi el d?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or .

SENATOR BRESLI N: It would seem

to me there's an expectation on the schoo
districts to receive nonies which, on an
ongoi ng basis, June 1lst which they generally
receive. And if you take that $246 m i on,
it conmes out to over $142,000 a day that those
school districts would have to pay to borrow
noney if they didn't receive it. Wuld that
be correct?

SENATOR JOHNSON: | suppose you

woul d expect -- or the districts would expect
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to receive the noney the sane tinme they did
| ast year. But that was a discretionary
paynment paid in advance because we had the
nmoney.

Now we don't have the nobney, and
we're going to pay it June 1st. And they
expect it then, they would get it then.

SENATOR BRESLI N: On the bill,

Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill, Senator
SENATOR BRESLI N: | think the

exanpl e of the Governor supplying us with a
bill which -- wherein there's $246 mllion
whi ch the school districts have expected in
t he past that paynent for June 1st and are now
not receiving -- which nmeans that we further
burden our school districts and we further
burden them wi thout our ability to come up
with a budget so they can nake reliances on
our work and put a budget before the voters
that's fair.

And now we have a paynent of
$246 mllion withheld, which creates the

di stinct possibility that they'Il have to go
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into the marketplace and borrow, which would
result in a payment of $142,000 a day in
i nterest.

And this is only an exanpl e of
what's been done in this budget that wll
carry us along, penalizing those people who
are |least able to afford it.

And in accordance with that, as
wel |l as other areas in this budget, | intend
to vote against it.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Smith.

SENATOR ADA SM TH: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

In years past, | have voted for
t hese appropriations. But when | turn on ny
tel evision set and | hear the Governor say
that he's too busy to negotiate a budget
because he's protecting New York State, well
| didn't know that he was the only person in
the mlitia. | didn't know that he was the
only person responsi ble for our safety.

Each and every one of us, on both
sides of the aisle, are prepared to work hard.

My col | eagues on the other side have brought
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forth a budget. They've worked trying to do
what is right by the people that they
represent. Each of us on this side of the
aisle is willing to give all of the hours
necessary to neet our |egal requirenents.

I would ask that all of you join
with me in letting the Governor know that
we' re not happy and that he should live up to
the responsibility of the office that he took

the oath to preserve.

And therefore, | will be voting no.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.
SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, Madam
President, | amgoing to vote no again this

week, as | did |ast week, on this budget --

not because | do not want our state to

conti nue doi ng business, but the process |
think that we have been engaging in at this
point in tine as a budget process essentially
subverts the constitutional obligation that we
have as state governnent, as |egislators and
governor, to pass a budget which fulfills the
needs and requirenments and expectations of the

citizens of our state.
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It's a very disruptive process.

The localities and the counties around the
state cannot plan for their own | ocal needs as
governnment. The school districts across the
state are unable to plan. W have a situation
where students at this point in tinme don't
know if they're going to be able to continue
with their coll ege education. Colleges and
universities and hospitals, all of these are
entities that depend on this process to plan
on behalf of citizens of our state.

And certainly one of the areas that
| care a |lot about, as many of us do,
school -based health clinics are closing as we
fiddl e over here in the State Legislature.

That provides health and nental health
services to young people in our state.

So if we say that we care about
what happens to young peopl e, how they
respond, how they're able to cope with the
stress and problens related to 9/11 and the
war and so forth and so on, and we're all ow ng
t he school -based health clinics to shut down
because we refuse to cone to the table and

negotiate as adults -- the Governor refuses.
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| believe that the Legislature is ready to do
so.

This is a shanmeful nonent for us in
our state, and it's a shaneful nonment for us
in the State Legislature. And so I'mgoing to
continue to vote ny objection to this process.

And | think that if we all would
agree to do that, we could hopefully shane the
Governor into conming to the table with Senator
Bruno and his conference and us and our
conference and the Assenbly, Sheldon Silver
and his conference, we could all cone together
and conme to sone agreenent on how we are goi ng
to resolve this situation.

So I"'mvoting no. And hopefully,
if we all just bite the bullet as
| egislators -- we're grownups. Let's just say
no to the Governor.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO. Madam
President, on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill.

SENATOR ONORATC | plan on
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voting no again on this allotnent.

And | really amvery surprised at
the Governor for presenting this type of a
budget bill to us, for the lack of funding for
the organi zations that are not included in the
bill.

Many of the organizations that are
not included in the bill right now are al ready
being cut in the Governor's proposal. This,
by not including them at |east a partia
paynment of the anticipated funds that are
going to conme forward in the future, wll
force themto start borrow ng noney. But
there's no provisions in the budget to
rei mburse any of our |ocal conmunities from
borrowi ng the noney and paying that interest.

For this particular reason, |
believe it is a very, very irresponsible,

partial budget to keep the state going.

vote -- I'mgoing to vote no.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Sabi ni .
SENATOR SABI NI : Thank you, Madam

President. On the bill.
Once again we're faced with a

deci sion as to whether or not to pass these
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extenders. And sone mght say it's

i rresponsi ble not to do so, or at least not to
vote for it. But we're left with little
choice if we want to express our frustration
with the way business is done in this
bui | di ng.

And | don't fault the other side of
the aisle in this chanber. There are sone
that honestly want to work hard, and there's
been | eadership on that side of the aisle and
certainly even attenpts to reformthe process
on that side of the aisle.

But by doing these extenders, we
once again sort of punt. As Senator Ada Snith
said, | too ama little concerned about the
Governor's position on nore inportant business
that he has to attend to.

But there's blane to go around on a
bi partisan | evel. There's blame to go around
to interest groups that participate in this
process and in fact al nost applaud this
process secretly, that they enjoy the fact
that we continue to, as a state governnent,
procrasti nate and pl ay-act.

If there's nedicine to be dol ed out
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in this upcom ng budget, and we all know
there's going to be nedicine, we ought to
prescribe it now Oherwise, it's going to be
a harsher dosage | ater on.

It's unfair, as Senator Onorato
said, to the people in our communities to not
know where their prograns are going to be.

The only people seemingly in this
state who think this is a workabl e, good
process are sonmehow wandering around the halls
of our nmall, whether they be in the
Legi slature, in the Governor's office, or in
the interest groups that applaud this process
of bei ng del ayed.

It's a bipartisan shanme. It's one
that the rest of the state has caught on to.
And it's about tine that we say it's tine to
stop. Ganes are neant to be conducted in the
street and the playgrounds. As | said |ast
week, kabuki plays bel ong back in Tokyo. And
we ought to get real with the process.

The only way we can get real is by
facing up to our obligations and novi ng on
this. And the only way we as | egi slators can

express that right nowis by saying no to this
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extender. And | intend to vote no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam President. |f the sponsor would yield
to a question.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, will you

yield for a question?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or .

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you.

Last week we did pass an extender
bill, although |I voted against it. And people
voted for it in order to continue governnent,
because we had failed to neet our obligation
to have a bal anced budget by April 1st. It's
one week later, and we're being asked to vote
on a second extender bill.

So ny question to Senator Johnson
is, what progress did we nmake in the |ast week
on this energency?

SENATOR JCHNSON: We' ve made
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progress in paying the salaries of people
wor ki ng for us and people working in all state
institutions. W kept the process going.

The neetings have taken pl ace
bet ween both houses, trying to agree on
funding itens and the revenue streamthat
woul d therefore pay those bills. And there's
no concl usi on yet to those conversations. But
we' re keepi ng conversations goi ng and hopi ng
that we will resolve it very soon

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Madam
President, if, through you, the sponsor woul d

continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,
will you yield?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or .

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,

Senat or Johnson. Thank you for your response.
Can you offer us sonme nore detail?

" mvery concerned that we're now one week

into being late for the budget. W are in an

energency situation, as this is an energency
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appropriation bill. And we did not have any
di scussion on the floor of this Senate or, as
| understand it, in the Finance Committee
neeting around the specific details of how we
are noving closer to resolving our deficit or
passi ng a bal anced budget.

Are there actually details that
this Senate can di scuss about the options
bef ore us?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Senat or
Krueger, | think you re aware of the fact that
t hi ngs have been taking place the | ast week or
two not beneficial to the borrowi ng scenario
whi ch we had envisioned. And therefore that
put a hole in the budget, and now people are
neeting -- and ny conmttee has been neeting
daily and weekly, even with the commttee in
the Assenbly, trying to figure out what
resources we can corral in order to pay our
future bills and put a budget together.

And they still have not arrived at
a conclusion. W're exploring all sorts of
nmet hods of getting noney, including the
possibility of taxes, including the

possibility of borrowing and so on and so on.
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But there's no concl usion yet.

And as you know, it is a three-way
di scussion. And the Governor is also playing
a role, contrary to what sone peopl e think
here, in these discussions. But it's pretty
hard to dance with two guys at the sane tine,
you know, because you step on each other's
feet. That's what's happeni ng now.

But |I think eventually we'll put it
together. And everyone on this side of the
aisle certainly is just as eager as that side,
and is eager as really the Governor should be

to have a budget before too | ong.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam President. |1'd |like to speak on the
bill.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill, Senator

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.

| appreciate Senator Johnson's
responses and his sincerity, | think, in

agreeing with us here on the Denocratic side
when we object to the fact that we are now one
week into a new budget year and we have not

resol ved the i ssues.
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In fact, he highlighted that we are
perhaps further away this week than we were a
week ago in being able to bal ance our budget,
particul arly because of the novenment or |ack
t hereof of decisions around tobacco
securitization and bondi ng out, borrow ng of
noney.

Nonet hel ess, it doesn't change the
reality for the people of the State of
New York who are desperate for us to pass a
bal anced budget. And | do object to the fact
that the weeks go on and we don't have the
di scussions on the floor or even in comittees
about what we coul d be doing.

| amglad to hear from Senator
Johnson that there are discussions around the
revenue side of the budget and that there are
di scussi ons about the concept of taxes.
Because in fact | do believe that that is a
reality that we nust face in this state.

But | would argue that as | am
di sappoi nted that we have not had di scussion
in this chanber about what we can be doing to
bal ance our budget and nove forward because we

are in an energency situation, I'mequally
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di sturbed that we continue still not to
di scuss a third part of the budget fornula for
the state, the tax expenditure budget.

| hear vague references in the
newspapers about the idea of closing corporate
| oophol es. But | would argue that until we
al so ook at the third piece of the New York
State budget -- not just revenue, not just
expendi tures, but also the decisions we nake
not to |l ook at our tax expenditure budget and
our tax code -- that we choose to ignore the
potential for billions of dollars of revenue
that this state desperately needs right now
and that could be drawn in a fair and an
equi tabl e way fromindividual s and
corporations in the state.

Il will vote no on this bill, as
much as | am desperate to hel p our comunities
be assured that they have the noney to
continue running their prograns. But as we
al ready heard fromny col | eagues, we don't
have the noney for our |ocal school districts,
and they will end up having to borrow noney at
exorbitantly high rates to continue to pay for

their systens.
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W don't have the noney goi ng out
to communi ty-based organi zati ons and groups
who contract with the State of New York, to
ref erence what Senator Onorato highlighted
bef or e.

But in fact it is worse that
Senat or Onorato anal yzed it, because not only
are organi zations continuing to run prograns
absent paynent fromthe State of New York, as
of April 1st, for many of them their decision
to continue to run their programs is a
ganbl i ng gane. Because if we do not continue
to put theminto the budget when we pass it,
any noni es they have expended to conti nue
their services for the people of New York wl|
be unrei mbursable. And that could put many of
themin a situation of fiscal deficit where
t hey go under because they expended noney t hat
the State of New York then chooses not to
allot to them

So it is critical for us to stay on
time with a truly balanced, fair and equitable
budget. And so while | know that it is
consi dered in nany canps to be irresponsible

not to continue to vote for extenders, | wll

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1699

join many of my coll eagues today in continuing
not to vote for this extender.

Thank you very nuch, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Schnei der man.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: | just
wanted to briefly point out I can't inagine ny
community, my county is the only one facing
this.

But it isn't sonething of the
future, it is something of the present, right
now. W are seeing hospitals having to | ay
off -- one of ny hospitals laid off a hundred
peopl e two weeks ago. Another laid off 32
people. One of ny comunity health centers
has just laid off 10. M honme health care
agency, the largest one, has just laid off
wor ker s.

| nean, it's happening because they
were in such tight straits before. Many were
in the red before. And that's what we've done
to our healthcare, the business of healthcare

in the State of New York.
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Because they were in such dire
straits before, having these paynents not cone
to themin a tinely fashion, they're already
over the top. They are already starting to

di sband.

So, | mean, for those agencies that
can hang on -- and | know a few smal| agenci es
that will probably not be able to hang on,
that will be in the future, and we'll have to

see how that goes. But | can tell you that
right now there are nany, nany agencies,
particularly in the healthcare industry, that
are fatally wounded now.

And the | onger we hold off, and the
uncertainty of not seeing so nany of these
items funded -- and God knows what that neans
for the future -- we are in very dire straits,
and we have to nove. And as has been said
before, | think it is the political wll that
has resi sted novi ng ahead.

W all know that the econony is not
doing well. It is probably doing worse every
week we're up here. And therefore, the sooner
we can get to a resolution, that's the best

for all of us. It isn't that I"'mfaulting the
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other side of the aisle or that I"mfaulting
nmy friend, but -- but we just have to nove
ahead.

And |I'mtherefore going to be
voti ng no, because every day we don't nove

ahead is a serious loss for nmy community.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lachman.
SENATOR LACHMAN: Yes, | had
m sgi vi ngs about this |ast year. | have

m sgi vings about it this year. But | believe
now, when we see this com ng up year after
year after year, that | will not be fulfilling
nmy obligations as a free and i ndependent
| egi sl ator, responsible to ny conscience and
my constituents, if I did not vote no on this.
W have taken much too long. CQur
prime responsibility now -- as it was | ast
nonth, as it will be next nonth -- and the
fiscally conservative position is to get a
budget passed. Not an extender, but a budget.
To say that the $120 mllion
ear mar ked for education in March will be paid
in June, at the sane tine there's a $142, 000
i nterest paynent for each school district, is

out r ageous.
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The total budget has been cut by
3 percent. Education has been cut by
8.5 percent and hi gher education by
11.1 percent. This is not the way that a
| egi sl ature should be involved in the
governi ng process. W nust be an equa
partner, Denocrats and Republicans, and we
nmust pass a budget i nmediately.

| vote no. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| find it so hard to believe that
year after year it cones as such a surprise to
the | eaders of the Legislature and the
Governor that April 1st is the budget
deadline. And year after year, they are
i ncapabl e of neeting that deadline.

Now, it's terrible that all bets
are on whether or not those three guys are
getting along or not. It's a little bit like,
you know, when the cardinals get together to
el ect a new pope. Are they getting along, is
there white snoke? You know, if they're not

getting along, it's black snoke. | nean,
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it's -- you know, everyone tries to read the
signals: GCh, you know, did they have a good
neeting? Did they have a bad neeting?

And everyone's attention is
rivetted on whether or not they' re getting
al ong. And nobody seens to see that that is a
terrible way to run state governnent.

You know, there are schoo
districts in the state who have to guess how
much they should borrow, what they should be
doi ng. There are agencies that have to decide
whet her or not they should |lay off people now
or if they can ganble on waiting a little bit
| onger. There are pundits who will be trying

to deci de whet her, because this is an off-year

el ection, does that nean it w Il happen faster
or that nmeans it will happen slower or because
there isn't any noney, does that nean -- and

all of that should not be of any inportance at

all.

Now, as nmany of you know, |'ve put
inabill ontermlimts to throw the buns
out. It would take a little while for that to

happen, because we'd have to go through sone

maj or | egislative changes in this state for

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1704

that to happen.

But in the neantine, | do have a
few suggestions. Perhaps we could add a wonan
or 15 wonen to that three men in a room
Maybe that would help things out. W could
sprinkle those three nen with a little bit of
di versity. Maybe that woul d shake things up a
little bit.

W could -- renenber conference
conm ttees? Who remenbers conference
conm ttees here? Renenber conference
commttees? Boy, were they fun. Right?
Peopl e actually sat around -- although if you
notice, they actually would nmake the deci sions
before they actually sat down in public. But
let's face it, it was a step in the right
direction.

Now even, you know, the good
government groups, |ast year they said: Cee,
it was, you know, better in the old days when
we had three nmen in a room before we had
conference conmttees.

So, you know, we can, you know,
sort of sit around and benpban what's going on

and wait for the signals. | know there was
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all egedly going to be a neeting earlier today
of the three guys, but | haven't heard yet.
Did anybody hear? How did they get al ong?
How d it go? Anybody know? Good news, bad
news, any closer? Pathetic. Absolutely
pat heti c.

You know, | know I make |ight of

it. But you know what? Shanme on us. Shane

on us.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bal boni .
SENATOR BALBON : Madam
President, | can't tell you how conforting it

is to sit in this chanber and hear all of the
debates, the sane type of debates that we've
heard for, | guess, the |ast decade. At |east
when | was in the Assenbly we tal ked about the
same kind of things.

And what's conforting about that is
t hat though the problem persists of our
inability to get a budget, it means at | east
in what mght be called this fantasy | and
we' ve gone back to normal. Nothing's
happened. The worst attack in our nation's
hi story never really occurred.

Yes, a budget being late is
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horrible. But can we just for a nonent truly
| ook at where we are in history? Not only the
massive | oss of life, but the econonmc
consequences that occurred as a result of that
attack in this state, in your city and ny
city, was the worst we've ever had. And yet
here we are today benpaning the fact that
people aren't getting al ong.

Senat or Duane, | don't want to be
i nsensitive to your concern, because your
concern is my concern. W need a budget,
you're absolutely correct. But at least let's
characterize it against the backdrop that
exi st s.

First of all, let's take a | ook at
| ast year. You know, |ast year, while the
rest of the nation was suffering under the
burden of a malaise in the econony -- just
| ook at California and many ot her
jurisdictions that had to rai se taxes again
and again -- in New York, we were able to draw
down on $4 billion of reserves, the nost
reserves we ever had.

And for any of us who had been in

t hat negotiati on when we were devel opi ng t hose
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reserves, beginning in 1995, under Governor
George Pataki, we had to bring the Assenbly
ki cking and screaming to that reserve table.
Year after year, they said spend the noney,
spend the noney, don't put any away. | recal
that as if it were yesterday.

But there's no credit given for
that. Because you know what that $4 billion
did? It got us to where we are today w thout
having to do these changes, these horrible
changes.

The situation today is obviously
t he nost serious and grave we' ve ever faced in
this state. This is not about an on-tine
budget as nmuch as it is about people being
able to afford to |ive here, and how do we
recover as an economy. That's what this is
about. The noves we make today, | wll argue,
will be the nost significant noves we wl |
make in a decade as to where this state goes
from here.

Every part of the state is
affected. On Long Island there was a
wonderful article yesterday in Newsday, in the

"Living" section, that broke out all the
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different costs for suburbanites in Nassau and
Suffol k County. \When you consider the
increase in the fuel costs and the increase in
commuting and the real property taxes and al
the other things, we have to take a | ook at
what' s happening to the people we represent.
Whether it's in the city, Wstchester,
upstate, there's a huge wave of taxes that has
already hit them \What's our response going
to be?

Vell, whatever it is, if there's
any time to be thoughtful and to consider al
of the options, it's this year. Now, |'m not
going to justify a late budget. But we have
set this thing up. Let's look to what we've
done and where we' ve been and realize that
this is sonething that we have to do together

So I would ask ny col |l eagues on the
Mnority side, if you' ve gotten a chance to
take a | ook at prograns and ways to save
noney, nore efficiencies, well, get themin to
Senat or Johnson. |'mserious. That's what we
need. That's the dialogue that all of us
need. Because you know what? In every facet

of governnment we may know sonet hing nore than
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sonebody el se of how it affects our community,
of how it affects the prograns we pay
attention to.

Get those ideas -- | brought them
|'ve given to Senator Johnson severa
progranms. That's what we ought to be doing.
Contribute in that way.

Yes, conference comm ttees ni ght
have been a better forum But you know what ?
The forumstill exists. Because that's how
serious this year is.

And just one conment. The Governor
doesn't need anybody to defend him but let ne
just nmake one observation. |'ve had the
opportunity to spend sone time with the
Governor tal king about security stuff. And it
is very, very difficult issues that he has to
deal with. Enornous anmounts of pressure. |
woul d say nore pressure than |'ve ever seen
hi m under. Renenber, we have to be right a
hundred percent of the tine; terrorists have
to be right once. Enornous pressure.

He's fully engaged in this budget,
but he's also juggling a lot of other balls in

the air, trying to nake the best deci sions,
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agai n, agai nst the backdrop of the worst
budget calamty we've ever had.

Madam President, 1'mgoing to
choose today not to stop governnment and give
us a chance to continue this dialogue,
realizing that the news gets worse every day.
So I"'mgoing to vote aye on the bill

Thank you very nuch

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or

Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Vell, let
me -- give ne just a nonent. Senator Diaz
first.

SENATOR DI AZ: I"mjust going to

take one mnute to say that I'mnew.  But
before | cane here, | overheard every year the
same t hing.

And then | received a letter this
week telling ne that I will not be getting
paid until the budget is passed. | had
nothing to do with it. Wiy is it that I'm
getting puni shed?

Only three guys are the ones
responsi ble. They are the ones that should be

getting punished. Because it's like a
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crimnal action what we do every year here.
So why don't we pass a lawtelling themif the
three of you don't get together and don't pass
t he budget on time, we're going to send you to
jail. And put themin aroomin a jail and
say: You will not |eave the roomuntil you
pass the budget.

So to ny coll eagues here and to
Senator Duane, | will say that | agree with
hi m on sone things, |ike yes about the three
guys. But | have to say here too that | do
not agree w th Senator Duane where he conpares
what ' s happening here with the Catholic Church
and the way they choose their pope. | hate to
bel i eve that Senator Duane is making a nockery
of the Catholic Church, of any other religion.

| think that we are doing serious
busi ness here, we are professionals here. And
if we want respect, we should respect others.
And | don't -- I will not -- | will not -- |
will not keep qui et when sonebody is trying to
conpare or nmake a nockery of religion for
anyt hi ng.

So | don't think -- | think that I

take it seriously. And | will not support any
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ki nd of conparison of the way we do busi ness
and the way the Catholic Church chooses their

pope. Thank you.

On the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill, Senator

SENATOR DI AZ: Ch, how do | vote
on the bill? [I'mvoting no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Br own.

SENATOR BROVWN: Thank you, Madam

President. On the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the bill, Senator
SENATOR BROMN: | think all of us

are beginning to experience sone serious
frustration that this budget has not passed.
And in the words of a fanobus song -- which is
old now -- that we've all heard: What have
you done for us lately? 1 think that's what
the citizens of this state are saying to us:
What have you done for us lately when it cones
to passing this budget?

Now | and |I'm sure nobody else in
this chanber wants to see the operation of

state governnent stop. W don't want to see
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peopl e go unpaid. But if there was any year,
any year for us to pass this budget on tine,
this was it.

In the face of a budget deficit of
over $11.5 billion, and larger than that --
and as nenbers have alluded to, with each
passi ng day the magnitude of the deficit gets
|arger. So the |onger we go, the deeper the
fiscal crisis gets, the deeper and deeper it
gets.

Qur school districts, |loca
governments, and comrunity-based organi zati ons
and the needed prograns and services that they
provide can't afford this del ay.

And | think what this debate is
about is putting nore pressure on the system
It's putting nore pressure on this process.
We've got to say that this budget has got to
be passed sooner, not later. W all know that
April 1st was our deadline. April 1st was our
deadline. This budget shoul d have been
passed. And the | onger we del ay, the deeper
t he probl em gets.

Now, | know that the schoo

districts in my district, in Buffalo and
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Ni agara Falls and Grand Island, in the city of
Tonawanda -- particularly in Buffalo, the
school district is on its knees. The ability
for that school district to provide the
resources to educate the children of that
community is severely hanpered.

They' re | ooki ng at hundreds of
| ayoffs of teachers in that school district.
They' re | ooking at class sizes growto over 30
children in the classroom W all know that
we' re | ooking at cutting kindergarten and
pre-K in that comrmunity.

| aminploring whoever is |istening
to this debate that we have to get this budget
passed, and we've got to get it passed
qui ckly, because the delay is damaging this
state in so nany ways that it is sad to
contenplate what we will have in the wake of
thi s budget continuing to extend.

| am forced, as others have been
forced to do today, to express ny protest with
t hi s budget process by voting no to this
extender legislation. | |anent having to do
that. But to press for sone change, | fee

obligated to vote no.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Madam Presi dent, | know that

everyone in this chanber shares the grief and
t he sadness and the horror that underlies the
awful attack on the Trade Center on

Sept enber 11t h.

And | don't question the Governor's
conm tment and hard work on the issue of
maki ng our state safe, nor those nenbers who
are working hard on honel and security here in
our own chanmber. | know that they in
particular and all of us in general are
wor ki ng hard to make sure that a horrible
tragedy |ike this does not happen again. |
don't question those notives at all, not for
one second.

But | do take exception to using
that tragedy as justification for our
dysfunctional budget system CQur budget
system was dysfuncti onal before
Sept enber 11th, and it's dysfunctional today.

And perhaps it's even nore glaringly
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dysfunctional in light of the terrible tragedy
that befell our great state.

And again, | think that we have to
take responsibility, all of us collectively,
for our not being able to have a functioning
and productive budget system for the state.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam President. On the bill

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or .

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Let's nove
fromsnall msrepresentations upwards towards
| arger m srepresentations. The difficulty
some of us have with the piece of |egislation
we are being asked to vote on right now is,
quite sinply, this is a bad bill. W have a
gun to our head, we're told they're going to
shut down the governnment if we don't vote for
this.

And yet we're also told that when
the Governor, to close the 2002-2003 budget

gap, delayed $1.3 billion in paynents to
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school districts and prom sed that as soon as
we got to the new fiscal year he would pay --
when we're told that the Governor nowis

adm ni stratively w thhol ding those funds and
that this bill would not force himto nake

t hose paynents, a |lot of us have a problem

It's not true to say that this bil
will not hurt school districts. Let's get the
fact out on the table. Al over the state,
school districts are |aying people off. This
bill we're voting on today will hurt schoo
districts.

There are other prograns that have
been referred to by ny coll eagues that are not
funded in this bill. The rationale apparently
is that the Governor says this is a bare-bones
bill. But nowthe Governor is the only person
apparently deci di ng what's bare bones.

And if he decides that we're not
goi ng to nake paynents that have been in every
ot her extender in the |last few years for

annuity paynments to blind veterans, paynents

that are excluded fromthis bill, the Governor
decides it, we still have to vote for it or
we'll be accused of shutting the governnent
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down.

Senat or Bal boni said things are
back to nornmal. They're not. W're now down
to one man in a room In fact, | don't think
he's in the room | think he's phoning it in
from wherever he is defending the state of
New York. So we don't have anyone in the room
anynor e.

And | would Iike to suggest that
we're not back to normal in a nuch nore
fundanental sense. W' re not back to nornal
because twenty years of spending increases,

t hrough ups and downs, but of a basically
steady clinb, and twenty years up and down but
basically on a steady clinb of tax cuts for

t he weal t hi est New Yorkers and the weal t hi est
Anmeri cans, have produced a structural deficit
the |likes of which this country has never
seen.

O her states are suffering fromthe
same problem This is not just because of the
tragedy that occurred on Septenber 11th.

Bef ore Septenber 11th, the Governor's own
anal yst projected a $3 billion budget deficit

for the next year.
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He did preserve sone reserve funds,
as Senat or Bal boni pointed out, reserve funds
to get himthrough his reel ection camnpaign.
And they did. Those funds are gone, and now
we're faced with the reality that was facing
us before Septenber 11th and woul d face us
whet her or not that tragedy occurred.

W have restructured the state of
New York so that the weal thi est New Yorkers
are paying |l ess, the poorest New Yorkers are
payi ng nore, and that after years of tax cuts
t hat overwhel m ngly benefit the wealthy, the
Governor refuses to even put on the table the
notion that they should give back.

We are now tal ki ng about somet hi ng
that in propaganda, discussions of propaganda
is called a biglie. This is the big lie:
Rai si ng taxes, even taxes that support good
school s and good heal t hcare and good
transportation, hurts economc growmh. That's
the big lie that has paral yzed us. That's why
we are here with ny Republican coll eagues
pulling me off the floor and saying: W know
we have to raise taxes, but we don't want to

talk about it publicly.
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We all know. Everyone in Albany is
tal ki ng about the fact that we have to raise
taxes. We can't talk about it publicly
because of the big lie. Let's start getting
real. W're going to raise taxes. W're
goi ng to have nassive tax increases. W al
know it.

So we're not back to normal,

Senator Balboni. W're in a situation where
political debate is at a worse level than it's
ever been. And I would respectfully submt
that it is an utterly incoherent argunent to
suggest that raising taxes to preserve
critical services hurts the econony.

In fact, | know constituents from
nmy district who nove into Senator Bal boni's
district, where they have relatively high tax
rates, because they know those tax rates
afford great public schools.

Peopl e don't flee jurisdictions
that have high tax rates that support good
| evel s of public service. That assertion --
denonstrably fal se, econonically incoherent --
is paralyzing the state of New York because we

all wal k around saying we got to raise taxes,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1721

we got to raise taxes, but we don't want to
talk about it in public.

And | woul d suggest that, instead
of el bowi ng each other out of the way to stand
with every advocacy group that opposes
spendi ng cuts, that we spend a little tine
focusing on the tax increases that are going
to enable us to prevent those spending cuts.

Thi ngs are not back to normal.
Things are worse than ever. Every day it gets
worse. They just laid off a whole group of
par apr of essionals in ny daughter's school; |
don't think we're ever getting them back. And
they're not going to get better if we continue
to say whatever lousy bill the Governor sends
us we will vote for and go al ong as though
not hing i s goi ng on.

Somet hi ng very serious is going on.
The state is facing a structural deficit that
can only be solved by tax increases that we
are not even tal ki ng about.

I"mvoting no. | think everyone
here should vote no. And | hope that the next
time we discuss this we will have sone serious

proposal s to raise revenues as a part of this
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di scussi on.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| was just curious if there's a substitution
at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELGCS: So to the best
of ny know edge, having been here now ny 19th
year, that neans the Assenbly has passed this
bill. | believe that Speaker Silver then has
agreed on passing this bill.

| also believe that there would
have been an opportunity for the Speaker, if
he so desired, to anend the bill that was sent
by the Governor. He opted not to do it. This
is the bill that is now before this house.

Now, a couple of things. To say
that the Governor doesn't care about the
budget process | think is incorrect. The
Governor is engaged, as is Senator Bruno. |'m
sure the Speaker is engaged. And everybody,
quite frankly, is disappointed that there is

not an on-tinme budget.
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But |let nme ask ny col |l eagues on the
other side of the aisle: If we put the
Governor's budget bill to a vote, how nany of
you woul d support it? How many woul d vote for
it? Nobody.

So | think really what it's about,
al t hough there is disappointnment that there is
not a budget, we are working as a Legi sl ature.
And | would ask the nenbers of the Mnority,
rat her than carping and conpl ai ning, that you
be part of the process, that you work through
your Mnority Leader, who has a great
relati onship with Senator Bruno. Cone up with
your i deas.

If you as a conference feel that
t axes should be raised, cone up with a
proposal as a conference. As a conference, a
uni ted conference proposing tax increases.

But the bottomline here is we are
working as a Legislature, diligently, to try
to pass a revised budget. And to say that the
Governor is not engaged, that the Speaker is
not engaged, that Senator Bruno is not engaged
or that nmenbers of the Legislature -- | know

that nmenbers of the Majority are engaged.
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W' ve supported reforns that woul d encourage
an on-tinme budget. W haven't heard

anything -- many of you opposed those refornmns.
W haven't seen the Speaker take up one of
those reforns and pass themto encourage an
on-ti nme budget.

| recall, whether it was |ast year
or the year before, sitting hours upon hours
trying to get joint conference conmmttees
activated. The Speaker refused to send his
menbers. Not only refused to send them
refused to appoint menbers as nmenbers of the
conference conmittee.

So | think what we shoul d recogni ze
today, the bill that's before us that Senator
Johnson so el oquently debated is a matter of
keepi ng governnent going. As we do, as we
performour |egislative functions in anending
and changi ng the Governor's budget as we see
fit.

So, Madam President, | support this
bill and I ask that it be brought to a vote at
this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or

Schnei der man.
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SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| think that it's inportant for us
to acknowl edge the fact that an anendnent to
the Governor's proposal in fact would not have
been able to have been passed in a tinely
manner because an amendnent by the Assenbly
woul d not have matched up with the Governor's
nessage of appropriation or nmessage of
necessity.

So we have a situation where the
Governor really does have control of this
process, unless the Legislature chooses to
take it away from himand we decide that we're
going to negotiate with the Assenbly our own
ext enders and our own budget and be prepared
for an override.

| do acknow edge that Senator
Skel os's points relating to our colleagues in
t he ot her house have sonme nerit. As far as
I"'maware, the only person who's had the
courage, actually, and | eadership to step up
and call for specific tax increases is our
| eader, Senator Paterson.

We are hopeful that our coll eagues
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in the Assenbly will join us in discussing
this issue in the course of the next week.
And we urge sinply that everyone on both sides
of the aisle and both parties face up to what
we' re doi ng here.

But there is no way we could
have -- we're in a situation with one-week
extenders -- that we can change the Governor's
change absent our own ability to deal with a

nmessage of appropriation and a nessage of

necessity.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
wi Il read the substitution.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 440, Senator Johnson noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7963 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 3935,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 401.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 15. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Onor at o,
to explain your vote.

SENATOR ONORATO. Madam
President, to explain ny vote.

As | indicated earlier, |I'mnot
happy with this particular extender. [|'m not
opposed to the CGovernor's proposal that we
keep governnent operating. Wat | amvery,
very di sappointed in is that we have not, as
we have in previous years, included funding
for all of the people that are included in the
$90 billion that the Governor submtted.

I f those people' s noney were
included into this appropriation -- and |
can't see any justification for |eaving them
out of it. They're not going to get the ful
anmount, but they will get a partial paynent
just like everybody else in the state will get
their partial paynent. They're going to get
paid to keep their househol ds going. So
shoul d everybody else that's in the Governor's
ori gi nal budget be included in the extenders.

When they do that, I'Il be very,
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very happy to vote for the extenders until we
get the real budget on tine. But | vote no
nNow.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be so
recorded as voting in the negative.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 404 are
Senators Andrew, Breslin, Brown, Dilan, Duane,
Hassel | - Thonpson, L. Krueger, Lachman,
Mont gonery, Onorato, Oppenhei ner, Parker,
Pat er son, Sabini, Schneiderman, A Smth.
Al so Senator Diaz. Ayes, 42. Nays, 17.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d you pl ease call up Cal endar Nunber 405,
Senate 3936.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 405, Senator Johnson noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7964 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 3936,
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Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar 405.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

405, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,

Assenbly Print Nunber 7964, an act to anend

the Executive Law, in relation to permtting.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

THE PRESI DENT: Al those in

favor of accepting the nmessage of necessity
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage is
accept ed.

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam President. Briefly on the bill.
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THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed.
SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: This is
t he | anguage bill that acconpanies the

| egi sl ation we just were tal king about. All
of the sanme argunents obtain

Il will be voting no for the sane
reason | voted no on the last bill, and I
encourage all ny colleagues to do |ikew se.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 405 are
Senators Andrews, Breslin, Brown, Diaz, Dilan,
Duane, Hassel | - Thonpson, L. Krueger, Lachman,
Mont gonery, Onorato, Oppenhei ner, Parker,
Pat er son, Sabini, Schneiderman, and A Smith.
Ayes, 42. Nays, 17.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Br own.

SENATOR BROVWN: Thank you, Madam
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President. | request unani nous consent to be
recorded in the negative on Cal endar 217.

THE PRESI DENT: Heari ng no
obj ection, you are so recorded as voting in
t he negati ve.

Senat or Mor ahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: Yes, | believe
there are some nom nations at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there are,
Senat or .

SENATOR MORAHAN: Coul d we take
those up at this tine and read themas a
whol e, with one vote.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,
fromthe Committee on Finance, reports the
foll owi ng nom nati ons:

As a nenber of the New York State
Bridge Authority, David A Teator, of
Phi | nont .

As a nenber of the State
Envi ronnental Board, David Johnson MIler, of
Bal | st on Lake.

As a menber of the Enpire State
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Pl aza Art Conmission, Norman S. Rice, of
Al bany.

As a menber of the Advisory Council
on the Conm ssion on Quality of Care for the
Mental |y Di sabl ed, Judy Ei sman, of Great Neck.

As a nenber of the Mental Health
Servi ces Council, Peter V. MG nn, Ph.D., of
Vest al .

As nmenbers of the State Council on
the Arts, Elaine Wngate Conway, of
Bronxville, and Laurie Tisch Sussman, of
New York GCity.

As a menber of the State Hospital
Revi ew and Pl anni ng Council, Howard S.
Berliner, of New York GCty.

As a nenber of the Board of
Visitors of the Binghanton Psychiatric Center,
John J. Wktor, of Binghanton.

As a nenber of the Board of
Visitors of the Broonme Devel opnent al
Disabilities Services Ofice, Kathryn Paddock,
of Bi nghant on.

As a nenber of the Board of
Visitors of the Creednoor Psychiatric Center,

Hector J. Battaglia, MD., of Centerport.
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As a nenber of the Board of
Visitors of the Metro New York Devel oprent al
Disabilities Services Ofice, Caudia H
Jackson, of the Bronx.

And as a nenber of the Board of
Visitors of the Western New York Devel opnent al
Disabilities Services Ofice, Kay F. Cook, of
Bat avi a.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmations as read by the Secretary.
Al'l in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nees are
all hereby confirned.

Senat or Mor ahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: Yes, Madam
President. |Is there any housekeeping at the
desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there isn't,
Senat or .

SENATOR MORAHAN: Pl ease

recogni ze Senator Paterson.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat er son.
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Thank you, Senator Morahan.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, | have a notion. But before | do,
m ght we recogni ze Senator Montgonery for just

a brief nmonent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, Madam
President. | would |ike unani nous consent to

be recorded in the negative on Cal endar 272.

THE PRESI DENT: Heari ng no
obj ection, you will be so recorded as voting
in the negative.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, | believe | have a notion at the
desk, and | ask that it be read.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Pat erson, Senate Print 1008, an act to amend
the Public Authorities Law

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam

President, ny records show that there has not
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been a notion to petition sustained by this
body in 225 years. However, you are going to
be a witness to history.

And | thank nmy Republican
col | eagues, who |I spoke to earlier today, and
they are here and are going to be part of this
nmonent in history.

First, let's take a ook at the
reason we have to do this. At the end of
cal endar year 2001, the MIA reported, through
its budget, a $25 nmillion to $35 mllion
surplus. By 2002, during negotiations with
the Transport Workers Union, the MIA reported
its deficit at $2.8 billion.

That negoti ation reached a
conclusion without a transit strike in
New York City. And on Decenber 20th, the end
of that week, along with seven of ny
col | eagues, we held a press conference asking
for an independent oversight commttee, an
operations oversight commttee to the MIA in
whi ch there woul d be six appoi ntees, one each
fromthe four | eaders of the Legislature, one
fromthe mayor of the Gty of New York, and

one fromthe Governor of the State of New

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1736

York. O the six appointees, one nust be a
conmut er and one nmust be a worker for the
Metropolitan Transit Authority.

Simply, what we want this oversight
conmttee to do is to take a | ook at the
operations plan to make sure that the
authority is negotiating in good faith, to
make sure that the authority is reporting its
operational revenues also within 30 days of
the Legislature's adopting their budget.

Ri ght now, there is no restriction. It has
to, under this notion that 1'moffering, be
wi thin 30 days.

So we want to know what the records
are 30 days before we vote on it, and we'd
li ke to have an i ndependent oversi ght
commttee. Right nowthere's a major capital
plan that the Legislature involves in every
five years, but we want it to be nore
speci fic, nore succinct.

Because shortly after the
concl usi on of that negotiation, the
| ndependent Budget O fice reported that the
MIA's estimate of $2.8 billion was

superfluous. They estinated the deficit of
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only about $950 million. If that was known at
the tine there was a negotiation, there my
have been a slightly different concl usion.

But the fact is that just as we
have to report our own personal expenses and
our own issues of ethics to the State Ethics
Committee every year and it is reviewed by an
i ndependent comm ssion, we just want the
entity, the authority of the MIA to nake the
sanme report.

| think that's pretty
strai ghtforward, Madam President. And | know
that the Majority -- who has offered reforns
to the legislative process, who has a whol e
new i dea of how to negotiate the budget, and
one that we may have disagreed with a few of
the issues that they presented, but they had
their plan out here very early in the session
and |'msure woul d have stayed here over the
weekend right before the budget was due to
negotiate it -- I"msure that that Majority is
going to vote with this notion. So | want to
thank themin advance for their support.

(ddl y enough, the sanme way we knew

we coul dn't pass the budget on tine, we had an
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extender in advantages of the April 1st
deadl i ne.

So | want to be as clairvoyant as
all of us were |ast week, thank everyone. And
| amnot going to take total credit for being
the first nmenber of the Legislature to pass a
notion for petition in 225 years, but ny nane
is David Paterson, with one T.

And | want to thank all of you for
bei ng here, and there will be a celebration in
Room 314 right after the vote on this notion

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those
Senators in favor of the petition out of
commttee please signify by raising your
hands.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,

Brown, Diaz, Dilan, Duane, Gonzal ez,
Hassel | - Thonpson, L. Krueger, C.Kruger,
Lachman, Montgonery, Onorato, Qppenhei ner,
Par ker, Paterson, Sabini, Sanpson,

Schnei derman, A. Smith, and Stachowski .

THE PRESI DENT: The petition is

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1739

def eat ed.

Senat or Mor ahan

SENATOR MORAHAN: | do have to
say that came as close as any other that ever
passed.

Is there any housekeepi ng at the

desk, Madam Presi dent ?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there isn't,
Senat or .

SENATOR MORAHAN: There being no
ot her business before the house, | would nake

a notion to adjourn until Tuesday, April 8th,
at 3:00 p.m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Tuesday,
April 8th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:58 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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