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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Monday, March 31, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Sunday, March 30,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| nove that we accept the Resol ution Cal endar
inits entirety.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the Resolution Cal endar signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

if we could return to reports of standing

commttees, | believe there's one report at
the desk. | ask that it be read.
THE PRESI DENT: Reports of

standi ng comm ttees.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
following bill direct to third reading:
Senate Print 3282A, by Senator Alesi, an act
to anend the Legislative Law.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
the report.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Rul es
Committee report is accepted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
192, by Senator Al esi, Senate Print 2484A, an
act to anmend Chapter 329 of the Laws of 2002
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relating to establishing.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

231, by Senator Morahan, Senate Print 392, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
appl yi ng safety regul ati ons.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

July.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

240, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 1690, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in
relation to maxi num speed limts.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect on the first day of

August .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

266, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 1468, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to the
i mposition of driver's |icense suspensions.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47. Nays,
2. Senators Montgonery and Duane recorded in
t he negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
278, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 2482, an
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act to anmend the Crim nal Procedure Law, in

relation to designati ng.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

281, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 520, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Municipal Law, in
relation to creating the Village of Westbury
Communi ty Devel opnent Agency.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a
hone-rul e nessage at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

283, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 839, an
act to anend the Town Law, in relation to

permtting fire districts.
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THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

284, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 909, an
act to anmend the County Law, in relation to
i nvestigation of death by coroners in certain
counti es.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

289, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 2975, an
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act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law, in
relation to including certain vacant rea
property.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in
sanme manner.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the

readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| believe there are severa
substitutions at the desk. |If we could nake

themat this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 16,
Senat or Hannon noves to di scharge, fromthe

Committee on Health, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6615
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and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bil | Nunber 449, Third Readi ng Cal endar 221.

And on page 21, Senator Little
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmmittee on
Local Government, Assenbly Bill Number 4887A
and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill Nunber 2643, Third Readi ng Cal endar 287.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitutions
or der ed.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
Presi dent, Resolution 875, introduced by
Senator Diaz, we'd like to open that up for
cosponsorship for anyone who woul d be
interested in joining us.

Everybody is on board? All right,
t hen, Madam Presi dent, everyone is on board.
And anyone who doesn't want to be on board can
junmp of f.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nenbers who
do not wi sh to cosponsor Resolution 875 pl ease
notify the desk.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

if we could go to the controversial readi ng of
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t he cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
192, by Senator Al esi, Senate Print 2484A, an
act to anmend Chapter 329 of the Laws of 2002
relating to establishing.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Alesi, an

expl anati on has been request ed.

SENATOR ALESI : Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

This bill is a chapter anmendnent to
a bill that was supported, | believe, by the

Senat or who asked for the explanation, |ast
year. And it sinply enhances the previous
bill at the suggestion of the Governor.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on
satisfactory.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
278, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 2482, an
act to anmend the Crimnal Procedure Law, in
relation to designating public safety
of ficers.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Vol ker,

an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR VOLKER: Excuse ne, Madam
President. | was being distracted here.

This is a bill -- a bill close to
this passed the Senate last year. |It's a bill

t hat makes peace officers of the Buffalo
Muni ci pal Housi ng Authority.

The Buffal o Munici pal Housing
Aut hority has been around for nany years and
has a group of people about 95 percent of
whi ch have been trai ned.

What happened in this bill, the
Buffalo P.D., Buffalo Police Departnent had

al ways been sonewhat reluctant to have a bill
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like this passed. But the Buffalo Police
Departnent is now bei ng downgraded -- or naybe
the word is not downgraded, it's being
reformed. Unfortunately, we're going to
hopefully do sonme changes to allow the Buffalo
Police Departnent to fiscally exist in a
little bit of a restricted manner. That neans
they're going to do sone attrition and change
the way the departnment operates.

These housi ng authority people are
peopl e who have patrolled the housing
authority areas for a consi derable period of
time.

After the Governor vetoed the bil
| ast year, we have been working with the
Governor's office, Crimnal Justice people,
and the Buffal o Housing Authority, and they're
cooperating to make sure that everyone who is
in the Buffal o Housing Authority has training,
what anounts to equival ency to police
officers. They're in the municipal training
course; virtually all of them have been.

And in fact, | see | have a
certification here fromthe Buffal o Housing

Aut hority that says any of the people that
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t hey have that have not been properly trained
w |l be trained.

You'll notice in the bill it says
that "sworn officer who has achi eved or been
granted the status of sworn police officer and
has been certified by the D vision of Crimnal
Justice Services as successfully conpleting an
approved course for police officers.”

That's what this bill is all about,
to make sure that these people are properly
trained. | think they're going to be needed
in Buffalo. | forget what the nunber is; |
think it's about 30 people or sonething of
t hat nature.

But anyways, that's the story of

this bill. And nobody that is not trained
will be allowed the status that is given in
this bill.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.
SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, | assune that |ast year the
Governor vetoed this bill because the public

safety officers were not given the training
that woul d make them equal to police officers.

And the training is obviously included in this
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bill, as Senator Vol ker just very ably pointed
out .

And we passed the bill unani nously
| ast year. W still support the bill. And we

hope that this conplies with the Governor's

request.

SENATOR VOLKER: Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there any
housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there isn't,
Senat or .

Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: Madam Pr esi dent ,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1588

| would like to return to notions and
resol utions.

And I'd Iike to star my bill, which
i s Cal endar Nunmber 325, Senate Print 2325, on
page 24. |'msorry, page 24, Cal endar 325,
and Senate Print 2325.

THE PRESI DENT: At the sponsor's
request, Cal endar Nunber 325 will be starred.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

i f you could recogni ze Senator Krueger.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Krueger.
SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam President. | believe there's a notion

to petition at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam President. | nove to waive the reading

and asked to be recognized to explain ny bill.
THE PRESI DENT: The reading is

wai ved. You may proceed on the petition.
SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.
| am here today to urge us to nove

to the floor of this house for debate Senate
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Bill 380, which is coincidentally very close
to Senate Bill 2954, a bill sponsored by
Senat ors Padavan, Mendez, Spano, and Vel ell a.

And this is a bill to extend rent
and coop protection [aws from June 15, 2003,
to June 15, 2010, and elim nate the vacancy
decontrol of apartnents renting for nore than
$2, 000 per nont h.

This bill is critical to be noved
to the floor of the Senate, whether it is ny
bill, 380, which has a two-year extender
beyond t he Republican version of the bill, or
t he Republican version of the bill.

It has been estimated that over the
| ast decade, 84,000 units in New York Gty
have been renoved fromrent regulation through
hi gh-rent vacancy decontrol, which all ows
| andl ords to renpve apartnments permanently
fromstate rent and eviction regul ation.

Landl ords achi eve this by applying
the statutory vacancy bonus and then
cal cul ating the anmount that nust be spent on
renovations to get the |l egal rent above
$2,000. Once the rent reaches above $2, 000

per nonth, these units are being permanently
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decontrol | ed.

This bill would al so extend rent
and eviction protections to Mtchell-Lama
devel opnents occupi ed on or after January 1974
and to tenants living in former federa
Section 8 housing projects.

The reason this is critical that we
do this nowis that a June 15, 2003, clock is
ticking. And in fact, for |arge nunbers of
tenants in the city of New York and in Nassau
West chester, and Rockl and Counties, they fear
the risk of their protection in their hones
and the future of losing their hones.

These protections have hel ped to
assure an affordabl e housing stock for nearly
2% mllion people in our state. This is a
much greater nunber of people than live in any
ot her form of governnment public housing or
subsi di zed housing. These regulated units are
nore affordabl e than the other housing
available in nmy city and, | would argue, in
the other counties affected.

The people living in this housing
are primarily low and mddle-incone. 1In a

tough economc tine -- and we know we are in
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tough economc tines here in the state of

New York -- people with incones bel ow $50, 000
a year, the majority of people living in

rent -regul at ed housi ng, do not have
alternatives. They do not have additiona

i nconme, and they do not have alternative

pl aces to nove to.

The majority of tenants in
rent-regul at ed housi ng are people of color.
They are bl ack, they are H spanic, they are
Asi an.

W need, as a Legislature, to nove
forward with rent regulation. The Assenbly
has passed a sanme-as bill to the bill cited
bef ore bei ng sponsored by Senators Padavan,
Mendez, Spano, and Velella. | would urge this
house nove forward today to either consider ny
bill or the Republican version of the bill, so
that the tenants of this state can be assured
of a future in their own hones.

We should not -- | repeat, we
shoul d not be waiting any longer. It is now
April 1st. These bills sunset June 15th. So
| urge ny coll eagues here in the house to

allow a full debate and di scussion of this
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| egi slation so that we may nove forward.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those
Senators in agreenment with the petition out of
commttee please signify by raising your
hands.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Brown, Diaz, Di|an, Duane, Hassell-Thonpson,
L. Krueger, C. Kruger, Mntgonery, Onorato,
Par ker, Paterson, Sabini, A Smth, M Smth,
St achowski, and Stavi sky.

THE PRESI DENT: The petition is
def eat ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could return to housekeepi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Maltese, on
page nunber 20 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnments to Cal endar Nunber 273, Senate

Print Nunber 1900, and ask that said bil
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retain its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, Senator, and the bill w |
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
just a rem nder from Senator Larkin that
tonorrow i s West Point Day. And we know t hat
the superintendent will be here with nunerous
cadets.

We've all had a wonderf ul
experience on West Point Day. The
superintendent, | believe, will be speaking at
11: 00 a. m here in the chanber.

And in light of the sacrifices that
are being made by so many of our mlitary, |
think it would be nore than appropriate if the
chanber is blessed with the nenbers being here
so that we can give the wel conme that they
deserve.

And there being no further business
to come before the Senate, | nove we adjourn
until Wednesday, April 2nd, at 11:00 a. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
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Senat e stands adjourned until Wadnesday,
April 2nd, at 11:00 a. m
(Wher eupon, at 3:30 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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