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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone to please rise and
repeat with me the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Wth us this
afternoon to give the invocation is the
Reverend Peter G Young, from Bl essed
Sacranent Church in Bolton Landi ng, New YorKk.

Rever end Young.

REVEREND YOUNG Thank you

Let us pray.

Dear God, we watch our nedia record
i nstances of pain and suffering and gat her
today to pray for our troops and for their
safety.

These instances wi |l be renenbered
and recorded in our brain as grief
experiences. But we turn to You, O God, for
Your nercy and Your |ove to get us through
these difficult days.

Wth the hope of victory and peace,

it is atime of national unity as we pray for
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those that are serving our country. And we
ask especially for those in Your name serving
in the New York State National Guard units

t hat have been called and activated to this
call of duty. W ask a blessing upon them and

a dedi cation of our Lord.

Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,

Sunday, March 23, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday,
March 22, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.
THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages fromthe Governor
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select commttees.
Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mot i ons and resol uti ons.
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Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator LaValle, on
page 17 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 151, Senate Print Nunber 924,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, Senator, and the bill w I
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senat or Fuschill o, you have nore?

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam
President, just one nore.

On behal f of Senator Padavan, on
page nunber 12 | offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 19, Senate Print
Nunber 18, and ask that said bill retainits
pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, Madam
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Presi dent.

On behal f of Senator Maltese, Madam
President, | nove that the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective comittees
and be reconmtted with instructions to strike
the enacting clause: Print Nunber 82, Print

Nunmber 670, and Print Nunber 1112.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered,
Senat or .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the

Vet erans, Honel and Security and Mlitary
Affairs Conmttee in the Majority Conference
Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Veterans, Honel and
Security and Mlitary Affairs Comrittee in the
Maj ority Conference Room

SENATOR SKELGCS: And at this tine
i f you could, under privileged resolutions,
call up Senator Spano's resolution, 878, and
have it read in its entirety.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary

will read.
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THE SECRETARY: By Senat or Spano,
Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunber 878,
congratul ati ng the Dobbs Ferry H gh School
Foot bal | Team and Coach Frank Vi ol ante upon
the occasion of capturing the Class D State
Chanpi onshi p.

"WHEREAS, Excellence and success in
conpetitive sports can be achieved only
t hrough strenuous practice, teamplay and team
spirit, nurtured by dedi cated coachi ng and
strategi c planning; and

"WHEREAS, Athletic conpetition
enhances the noral and physical devel opnment of
t he young people of this state, preparing them
for the future by instilling in themthe val ue
of teamwork, encouraging a standard of healthy
living, inparting a desire for success, and
devel opi ng sense of fair play and conpetition;
and

"WHEREAS, The Dobbs Ferry Foot bal
Team are the Class D State Chanpions; and

"WHEREAS, The Dobbs Ferry Foot bal
team made a 37-yard field goal with 10 seconds
to play in regulation, which led to an

enoti onal 38-35 victory over Dol geville Hi gh
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School in the Class D State Title gane at the
Carrier Done in Syracuse, New York; and

"WHEREAS, The athletic tal ent
di spl ayed by this teamis due in great part to
the efforts of Coach Frank "Skip" Violante, a
skilled and inspirational tutor, respected for
his ability to devel op potential into
excel | ence; and

"WHEREAS, The teanis overall 12-0
record i s outstandi ng, and the team nenbers
were loyally and enthusiastically supported by
famly, fans, friends, and the comunity at
| arge; and

"WHEREAS, The hal | marks of the
Dobbs Ferry Football Team fromthe opening
ganme of the season to participation in the
chanpi onshi p, were a brotherhood of athletic
ability, of good sportsmanship, of honor and
of schol arshi p, denonstrating that these team
pl ayers are second to none; and

"WHEREAS, Athletically and
acadenically, the team nenbers have proven
t hensel ves to be an unbeat abl e conbi nati on of
talents, reflecting favorably on their school;

and

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1261

"WHEREAS, Coach Frank Vi ol ante has
done a superb job in guiding, nolding, and
inspiring the team nmenbers toward their goals;
and

"WHEREAS, Sports conpetition
instills the values of teamwrk, pride, and
acconpl i shnment, and Coach Frank Vi ol ante and
hi s outstanding athletes have clearly made a
contribution to the spirit of excellence which
is atradition of their school; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate the Dobbs Ferry Football Team
its menbers -- Rich Burke, Brendan Centrillo,
Zach Connett, diver Dobbs, Brian Farrington,
Frank Farrington, Kevin Farrington, Ed Fucci,
Dan Gardner, Vinny Garofal o, Anthony Goodw n,
Nat hani el Greenstein, M ckey Johnson, Chris
Jones, Danny Juvan, Ceorge Kal aba, Mark
Kal aba, Joe Kay, George Keiling, Brian Kim
Andrew Lavai a, Anthony Lifrieri, Brian
McM | | an, Danny Patterson, M ke Paul, Pete
Ril ey, Nolan Ritch, Paul Scattaretico, Eric
Sitman, N ck Skulstad, Elliot Smth, M ke
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St ei nschnei der, Bobby Stutz, and Ant hony
Tonpki ns -- Assistant Coaches Jam e Bl ock and
Ji m Li ndsay, and Coach Frank Violante on their
out st andi ng season and overall teamrecord,
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the nmenbers of the Dobbs Ferry Foot bal
Team Assistant Coaches Jam e Block and Jim
Li ndsay, and Head Football Coach Frank
Violante."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Spano.

SENATOR SPANG Thank you, Madam
President and fell ow nmenbers.

It's nmy pleasure to wel conme the
Dobbs Ferry H gh School Football Teamto the
chanber today. They've been on a hectic
schedul e visiting the Capitol, visiting with
the Assenbly, and having -- will have an
opportunity to visit with the Governor in a
few nonments.

And | know they're on a tight
schedul e, but I'mglad that we were able to
hear the reading of that full resolution and

to acknowl edge -- and | will make sure that
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| -- when |I see Jim Seward, Senator Seward, to
make sure that he gets a little jealous with
the fact that it was the Dol geville Foot bal
Team fromLittle Falls, Herkinmer County, that
t he Dobbs Ferry H gh School team did defeat to
becone the state chanps.

We're proud of you, we're proud of
all of the young people who are here today.
W thank the parents who are here with them
and all of your parents who do a trenendous
j ob, the coaches for the support that you
continue to give to this team You nake us
proud in Westchester County.

So, Madam Presi dent, please wel cone
this team And |I'mvery happy to be the
aut hor of this resolution today.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor signify,
pl ease, by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

On behal f of the Senate, | w sh you
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congratul ati ons and conti nued success in al

your endeavors. Have a good cel ebrati on.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,

there's a privileged resolution at the desk,
879, by Senator Leibell. Could we have the
title read and nove for its i mediate
adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Lei bel |, Legislative Resolution Nunmber 879,
commendi ng M ke McDonough upon the occasi on of
hi s designation for special recognition after
30 years of dedicated service to the Knights
of Col unbus, Qur Lady of the Lakes Council
Nunber 6318.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is

adopt ed.
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Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
132, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 2356, an
act to amend the Insurance Law, in relation to
aut hori zing insurers.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

182, by Senator Morahan, Senate Print --

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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183, by Senator LavValle, Senate Print 282, an
act to anmend the Donestic Rel ations Law and
the Fam |y Court Act, in relation to the
visitation rights of great-grandparents.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays,
1. Senator Montgonery recorded in the
negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
184, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1022, an
act to amend the Social Services Law, in
relation to the charging of a fee.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

187, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 1532, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
authorizing the State University trustees.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
210, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 298, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
t he unl awful sale of dissertations.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmrediately.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

216, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 2870A, an
act to anmend Chapter 65 of the Laws of 1998
amendi ng the I nsurance Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to Senator Morahan's bill
which is the only bill on the controversia

cal endar.
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THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
182, by Senator Mrahan, Senate Print 207, an
act to amend the Family Court Act, in relation
to authorizing restitution.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mor ahan,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

This bill would allow a court to
assess danmmges to a child over 10 years of age
for personal danage or physical damage to a
victimof their m sconduct.

Currently the court allows the
judge to assess up to $1,500 for property
damage, but there's no consideration of any
physi cal danage to the victim

This would allow the judge, at his
di scretion or her discretion, to assess up to
$1,500 for the teeth, glasses, or sonething of
that nature. The thinking being that you can
pay for the picket fence, but you can't pay

for the teeth.
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So | think this is just a matter of
fairness.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any ot her
menber wi sh to be heard on this bill?

Then the debate is cl osed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 182 are
Senat ors Duane, Montgonery, Parker, and
Pat erson. Ayes, 56. Nays, 4.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Vet erans, Honel and Security and Mlitary
Affairs Commttee at the desk. | ask that it
be read.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1271

w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bal boni ,
fromthe Conmttee on Veterans, Homel and
Security and Mlitary Affairs, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 3283, by Senator
Bal boni, an act to anend the Economic
Devel oprment Law;

3284, by Senator Little, an act to
amend the Public Service Law,

3285, by Senator Gol den, an act to
amend the Mlitary Law,

3286, by Senator Robach, an act to
amend the Mlitary Law,

3287, by Senator Flanagan, an act
to anend the Mlitary Law,

3288, by Senator Leibell, an act to
amend the Mlitary Law,

And Senate Print 3289, by Senator
Larkin, an act to anmend the MIlitary Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, all bills reported directly to

third reading.
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Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this tinme return to notions and
resolutions. And | believe that | have a
privileged resolution at the desk. | would
ask that it be read inits entirety and nove
for its imredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or Bruno,
Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Number 902, expressing
support, on behalf of the people of the State
of New York, of the courageous nenbers of the
United States Arned Services serving in
OQperation Iragi Freedom

"WHEREAS, Throughout the proud
hi story of our republic, the Arned Forces of
the United States of America have stood as a
bul war k agai nst threat, foreign or donestic,
to the denocratic principles upon which our
great nation was founded, and have never
hesitated to heed their country's call; and

"WHEREAS, Today, that call is being
answered once again by the nen and wonen of

the United States Arny, Navy, Air Force, and
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Mari ne Corps, both active duty and reserve,
and the National Guard, many New Yor kers anobng
them who are serving in Qperation Irag
Freedom and

"WHEREAS, As our nation begins a
hopefully brief period of armed conflict,
bringing American mlitary force to bear to
preserve world order and our nationa
interests, this Legislative Body, representing
the people of the State of New York, is deeply
noved to express its support of the courageous
menbers of the United States Arnmed Services
serving in Qperation Iragi Freedom and

"WHEREAS, Though in this state and
nation, where belief in the treasured
princi ples of freedom of speech and freedom of
t he thought is fundanental, people may differ
i n opinion and purpose, nowis atinme to cone
t oget her and stand up in support of the
hundreds of thousands of Anerican nen and
wonmen who have traveled to the far corners of
the gl obe to protect and preserve freedom and
denocracy agai nst tyranny and oppression,
under the nost inhospitable conditions; and

"WHEREAS, The freedons and security
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we cherish as Anericans cone at a very high
price for those serving in the mlitary in
times of conflict, it is fitting and proper
that we who are the beneficiaries of those who
risk their lives, leaving their famlies
behi nd, express our appreciation and eterna
gratitude for their sacrifices and courageous
acts; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to salute and
pay tribute to the brave nen and wonen of the
United States Arned Services who are serving
in Operation Iraqi Freedom recognizing and
appl audi ng their courage and steadf ast
dedi cation; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause further in its deliberations to
express its profound and heartfelt prayers for
their safe return to their loved ones and a
grateful nation.”

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent and col | eagues.

The United States is facing

difficult chall enges abroad and here in the
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United States. And as is outlined in this
resolution, we here are really paying tribute
to those nmen and wonen who put their |ives on
the line so that we can be free as we are
here, and as peopl e are throughout New York
State, throughout the United States and in the
free worl d.

Every day we're watchi ng the news.
Pretty tragic, pretty horrific. But they have
left their famlies and they have vol unt eered,
many of them to go, to do what they think is
right. We in this house will be passing bills
this week to support them to support their
fam|lies.

And all of us can just gather and
col | ect ourselves in thought and in prayer on
their behalf and on behalf of their famlies.
Because every day, every mnute, every hour
that they are somewhere out there, they put
t hensel ves in harm s way.

And you think about the famlies
who know their | oved ones are there, when they
wat ch the news, not being able to recognize
what is going on. Al we can do is be

t houghtful and m ndful of the pain that
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they' re feeling.

Here in the chanber, Senator
Little's son, David -- Lieutenant Conmander
David Little, is there. And Betty nay speak
to the resolution, but I have a picture of her
son taking off froma carrier. And when he
had tal ked to his nom he had 15 hours the
| ast several days in the air. And this plane
is arned.

And we can only enpathi ze when you
think in ternms of what goes on in these young
people's mnds that are there when they
repeatedly do what it is that they're trained
to do and they're willing to do.

And for what purpose? To free
peopl e so that we here be can be free and
express ourselves as we do across this great
country of ours, in whatever way you see fit,
for what's going on, against what's goi ng on.
It's free will, free spirit, the American way.

So we're indebted. There's also,
on Betty's staff, on active reserve,

Li eut enant Conmander Paul Meroon, who's on
staff with you and has been call ed up.

| know there are ot her menbers that
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have fam |y and that have staff that are there
or on their way there. So we thought it was
appropriate and proper that we just pause here
as we deliberate what goes on in our lives,
somewhat routinely, just to recognize that
these are not nornal tines, they' re not
routine tines.

These tines are different. And
they're different for everyone here in this
state, in this country, and really in the
wor | d.

So we keep themin our thoughts and
we keep themin our prayers.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
Presi dent, when the president's deadline cane
and passed w thout any adherence on the part
of the Iraqi governnent, and we first watched
the first couple of days of the war, it al nost
| ooked surreal -- caneras planted on the sites
where bonbs were considered to be dropped, and
medi a menbers seem ngly everywhere, even in
the conflict.

But then this weekend, through the
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same television sets that we saw that, we
found out that it really was a war: the
bl oodi ed bodi es of the injured, the deaths.
W al ready have famlies that have | ost troops
in Operation Iraqi Freedom And we have
pri soners of war being treated who knows how
i nhumanly right now, prisoners in Iraq.

W' ve seen the Iraqgi governnent's
bol d disregard for its own citizens by
di squi sing sonme of their troops as civilians
and then attacking the allied forces. W've
seen the attenpt to canoufl age, raising the
Anerican flag as if there was peace and then
attacki ng our sol diers again.

And we know how terrible and tragic
war really is. War really is hell

And in spite of the disagreenents
as to whether or not we should be there and
even continuing di sagreenents as to whether or
not we should stay there, we are there. And
our children and our famly menbers are
fighting for what is our governnment policy.

And it is tremendous that we woul d
have this resolution today. | support the

Majority Leader and admire that the Majority
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Leader, on al nost every occasion of any type
of national awareness, that this chanber has
paused and recogni zed it.

Because outside of the |legislative
duties that we performthat are inportant to
the State of New York, there's a greater
national inportance of the fact that we are in
this conflict.

When these troops return, whenever
they return -- and hopefully soon -- to our
shores, they're going to need many types of
assi stance. W don't want to see happen what
happened to those who served our country in
Vi et nam who cane back and couldn't get the
ri ght heal thcare services, couldn't get nental
heal t h counseling, |eading to one of the
hi ghest suicide rates in that population -- so
form dable that it's not even known nationally
how bad it actually was. Substance abuse and
ot her addictions to pain nedication that they
suffered. No real opportunity for enploynent
for those who were injured or disabled.

W can't let that happen. CQur
support has got to be for our troops -- not

only when they're fighting, but to them and
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their famlies when they come back to the
United States at the end of this conflict.

So speaking on behal f of those here
on the other side of the aisle, this is not a
Republ i can nor a Denocratic concern, it's a
human concern. And all of us in this chanber
and staff and those who work here in the
Capitol, share it.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Little.

SENATOR LI TTLE: Thank you.
Thank you, Senator Bruno and Senat or Paterson
and all of my colleagues for this resolution
of support.

These are difficult times. And in
many ways, for nme, it is very surreal to turn
on the television and know t hat one of ny six
children is very involved in this whole
process on a daily basis.

But let ne tell you a bit about ny
son, if I may. Because | think he typifies
all of the nmen and wonen who are over serving
our country.

He e-mailed us in early August when
he first got to Ilraqg, in the Persian Gulf --

he's on the carrier The Abraham Lincoln -- and
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he spoke about how he nmissed his two little
boys and his wife, but that he really

under stood the need for his contributions and
that how he was there hel ping to preserve the
freedom whi ch made this country the greatest
country in the world and the envy of every

ot her country.

And also let ne tell you about the
12 pilots in his squadron. On their arm they
are each wearing a patch, because they have
dedi cated their m ssion to Engi ne Conpany 54
of New York City, the fire departnent that
lost 15 in the Wrld Trade Center.

They have not forgotten why they
are there. They have not forgotten the reason
for what they are doing and why there is a
need to do it.

It's atinme for all of us to raise
our voices and our prayers in support of them
and for all that they are doing and to pray
that this whole conflict ends quickly and that
they all cone honme safely, as well as to give
synpathy to all of those who have al ready | ost
their lives. |It's soneone's son, soneone's

daught er, soneone's parent, sibling, and
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friend. And for that we are all in synpathy.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hof f mann.
SENATOR HOFFMANN: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

It's difficult to follow the
el oquence of Senator Little or our
di sti ngui shed Korean War veteran | eader,
Mpajority Leader Bruno. But every one of us,
in our own personal way, has experienced that
sense of panic and fright in suddenly | earning
t hat sonmeone we know has been acti vat ed.

In the Syracuse area, virtually
every branch of the service has had guard and
reservists called to active duty. Plus we're
very close to Fort Drum up the street, in
Senator Wight's district, and we know many of
t hose sol di ers who have been called out in
repeated waves to go overseas.

And we know the famlies who are
| eft behind. W understand that nany of them
are struggling financially; many of them are
dealing with their own personal angui sh and
uncertai nty about what the future holds.

There are things that we can do as
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i ndi vidual s and there are things we can do as
el ected officials. And I"'mproud that in this
chanber today we are doi ng both.

Everyone here |' m sure understands
that we have a | arger responsibility, because
we are elected officials and we help to
synbolize the greatness of this freedom this
freedomthat so often is taken for granted by
ot her people but, as we well know, is the envy
of every other country. And it is this great
freedomthat has been so resented in one
country that would deny freedomto all other
peopl e that they sought to even destroy our
freedom

This freedom nust be protected at
all costs. It has to be protected and
respected here at hone as well.

So we will each have an opportunity
to do things and to reassure our constituents,
those left waiting for those who serve as wel |
as those who are serving, that we thank them
and we respect them while they protect our
freedom

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Di az.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you, Madam
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Presi dent .

Let ne tell a story of ny
chi |l dhood. Wen | was few years old, ny
brot her, ny ol der brother was serving in the
Korean conflict. | was about 3 or 4 years old
when he cane back to Puerto Rico. And |
renenber, | renmenber how the people in ny
honet own, and in Puerto Rico, they |ined up
t hroughout the streets to receive those nen
that fought in the Korean conflict. They
receive a hero's wel cone.

So that, that inpact ne so nuch
that | -- intony mindl say | will be like ny
brother, and one day | will serve ny country.
And | will be a hero Iike him

Then, when | becane 18 years old, |
joined, voluntarily, the Arny during the
Vietnamconflict. And | proudly put on ny
uniform and | left Puerto Rico to be like ny
br ot her .

Later | know, later | knew that
people in Anerica treat us like crimnals.

And they make us feel shameful. Mny of us
took -- nmany of those -- sonme of them they

took their lives. And sonme of us becane
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messed up, using drugs and doing all kind of
t hi ngs.

Because people in Anerica, people
in this country, |like Jane Fonda and ot hers,
they made us feel bad and shameful and treated
us like crimnals.

" m proud that Senator Bruno is
i ntroducing this resolution, because we have
to be sure that the situation in which we,
during the Vietnamera, went through, these
troops, these heroes, nen and wonen that are
now defending this country and defendi ng the
right for us to protest in favor or against,
that they -- when they come back, they are
received |i ke heroes, |ike ny brother was
recei ved during the Korean conflict.

Senat or Bruno, thank you. Thank
you. Because | don't want for these nen and
wonen to go through what | went through.
had to hide. Wen | cane back to Puerto Rico,
I was hiding. | was hiding with ny uniform
because there were people here in this country
treating us like crimnals.

And there are sone that are stil

treating the nen and wonen in uniformlike
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crimnals today. | want to -- | would love to
stop an end to this, the Jane Fondas of today
and those men and wonen.

And to you, Senator, | honor you.
And | wish and | pray that your son cones back
honme safe.

Thank you, Senator Bruno. |'m
proud to support this resolution. And | hope
t hat everyone here does the sane thing. And
we get ready, when they cone back home, we
receive themlike heroes, |ike they deserve to

be received.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bal boni .
SENATOR BALBONI : Just very

qui ckly, isn't it amazi ng when the chal |l enge
cones we realize that what divides us is so
much smal | er than what we first thought?

Al'l of us are in this because of
who we know, what is at stake and what roles
we can play. | just think, Senator Bruno,
it's amazing that you present this resolution
today. |It's perfect. Because it's not when
we've won, it's not when the going is easy, it

is when it is hardest.
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And that is our challenge. It's so
easy to watch tel evision when things are going
well. But a tine conmes when it gets tough.
And that's where we are right now. In sone
segnents of this world we are very unpopul ar
But it's our resolve nowto continue to
support the troops in the harder tinmes when
it's going to be so incredibly inportant.

" mvery honored to support the
resol ution. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lar ki n.

SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| thank our |eader for putting this
resolution on the floor. You know, it's easy
to stand back and take a potshot or be not
commendabl e when we tal k about war. But let's
be realistic about it. These are our nen,
these are the Anmericans, these are nmen who
vol unt eer ed.

UNI DENTI FI ED SENATOR: And wonen

SENATOR LARKI N: You didn't |et
me finish.

These are the nen and wonen --

yest erday, one was a wonman who was down and
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sai d dead.

But let's remenber that, you
know -- some of you can and some of you can't
remenber Korea and Vi etnam where we cane hone
and we were ignored. W were told not to
travel except in civilian clothes because
peopl e didn't want us.

Qur | eader served in the 35th
Infantry, the Cacti. Sone of the tinmes he was
there was sone of the toughest fighting we
di d.

But this has got to be fromthe
heart, not just fromthe floor of the State
Legi slature. And not just for here in Al bany,
but it's for back hone. Because the parents
and | oved ones of our servicenen and wonen are
going to |l ook at us, at our actions, not just
our words.

The tent that was devastated
yest erday, the conmandi ng general of the 101st
Airborne, his parents are ny neighbors. He's
a graduate of the United States Mlitary
Acadeny, Cornwall Hi gh School .

The officer that was killed was his

ai de. Because he was concerned that his aide
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wasn't getting enough rest, he said: "Stay
here, I will go to the neeting. | don't need
anybody." Maybe if he'd taken that aide with
him he'd be alive today.

But we heard from our coll eague
Betty Little tal king about it, closer to this
t han anybody el se.

And, yes, sone of the papers around
the state dissed ne for ny corments. |'1|
never take the uniformoff. | did it for 23
years because | loved it. And | |ove today
when | hear from sone of the nen that | served
with, and women, their children who are in the
armed forces.

This force that we have and we're
honoring are all volunteers. There was no
draft. They nmade their own deci sions.

Because, nunber one, they |love this country
nore than anything else in the world. And
they want to be there to be saying to
everybody that "I was part of the force that
preserved freedom"

| saw a sign yesterday on a lawn in
my district, and it said: "M. President and

menbers of the Arnmed Forces, | thank you for
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your efforts to preserve ny freedons and ny
rights as an American citizen."

A week from Wednesday, nenbers of
the United States MIlitary Acadeny will visit
us. Those of you who renenber two years ago,
sone of those -- nobst of those cadets are in
harms way. One was killed | ast week.

Ladi es and gentl enen, the
resolution is a piece of paper. But if you
can't stand tall and adhere to what we're
saying, it's tough. [It's tough on the
famlies. [It's tough on the famlies because
they |l ook at us and say: You are the duly
el ected officials of our state. W expect you
and the Congress to stand tall and support us
to ensure the safe return of our nen and
worren.

May God bl ess our country and our
servi cenmen

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Col den.

SENATOR GOLDEN: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Senat or Bruno, Senator Paterson,
Senator Little, you're right: there is no

Denocratic or Republican way, there's only the
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Anerican way to support our troops that are in
harm s way.

And this state has thousands,

t housands today in harms way. W' ve seen
police officers, firemen, nurses, and
construction workers and fanmilies pulled apart
for these troops, men and wonen, to go into
harm s way.

And | congratul ate Senat or Bal boni
the chairman of the Veterans Conmttee, for
comng up with these round of bills that wl]l
assi st those vets, those famlies that are in
need.

It is inportant that we cone
t oget her and support these bills and get these
bills passed when they conme to the floor so
that we can give support to these famlies.

W had, yesterday, 1500 people in
Staten Island and a thousand people in
Times Square. And on April 6th, in ny
community, we hope to have thousands nore
outside Fort Hamilton Armnmy Base supporting our
troops and our fanmlies.

| see in the audience upstairs the

Kni ghts of Col unbus who have supplied, for ne,
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t he honor guards and the pipers to play at
these different events. The Suprene Director,
Robert Fallon, and the rest of the Knights of
Col umbus from around the state, | thank you
for being part of this.

| thank all of this body for being
part of this. It is time for all of us to
rally in our communities, to find out those
vets who are in trouble, to find out who needs
help fromthose famlies so that we can supply
that help into those famlies and that we can
do, yes, do the Anerican thing.

And, yes, support Senator Little
and support her famly and to | et her know
that her boy is doing the right thing for this
country and that we will be there to support
her and others that will need our support.

Thank you, Senator Bruno, for
putting this resolution in today. Thank you
for stepping up and doing the right thing.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
" m proud of ny colleagues in the Senate, and
| am proud to ask that all of their names be
added to this resolution. And if anyone woul d
prefer not, would you please just |let the desk
know at your | eisure.

Thank you very nuch

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Bruno.

Any nmenber who does not wish to

sponsor this resolution, please notify the

desk.

Senat or Morahan, do you wi sh to be
hear d?

SENATOR MORAHAN: | believe it's
a nonment too late. | wanted to speak on the

resol ution.
| also wanted to congratul ate --
THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed
on the resol ution, Senator.

SENATOR MORAHAN: | al so want ed
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to congratul ate Senator Bruno, fellow Korean
War veteran, on the resol ution today.

VWrld War 11, the fol ks who were
there then and those who were home we call the
"(reatest Ceneration.”™ W did that because we
were a united country agai nst a common eneny.

The Korean War, we were consi dered
the forgotten war. Because we went, we
served, cane hone, went back to work, got
married, raised the kids, paid the nortgage,
the rent, whatever it may be.

The Vi etnam War, as was j ust
poi nted out, was a different type of war.

They weren't forgotten, they were renenbered,
but they were renenbered in a nost unsavory
way. They were young people who went off,
58, 000 who were killed, 2,800 who are stil

m ssi ng.

And those who cane back were
abused, abused because people in this country
didn't agree with the policy of many
adm ni strations, several admnistrations, of
why those young people were put in harms way.

W have to make that distinction.

I want this to be the greatest generation,
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both here at hone and on the front. Those who
woul d defend our young peopl e, and our young
peopl e out there, nen and wonmen who are
defending us -- and we say all of us know
soneone. We know t hem al |

They were the young | ady or young
man who grew up down the bl ock or across the
hall. They're the youngsters who went to
school with our children. They're the young
man or the young woman, narried, with a
famly, who volunteered in the National CGuard
or sone reserve position, ready to go if
called. And they were call ed.

These are our people. They're in
harms way fighting a regine of evil, one that
this world will be better off w thout.

And | stand in support of the
resolution and in support of all of ny
col | eagues who | know, notw thstandi ng
politics, will support this resolution which
supports our defenders and the defenders of
freedom

Thank you very nuch, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
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Senat or Mor ahan
Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNG Is there any
housekeepi ng at the desk, Madam Presi dent?
THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is.
SENATOR BRUNGC Can we take that

up at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bal boni
first.

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

I'"d like to offer the foll ow ng
amendnents to ny bill, Cal endar Nunber 291,

Senate Print Nunber 3283, and ask that the
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits

pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR BALBONI : Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you pl ease

recogni ze Senator Schnei der man.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or

Schnei der man.
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SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| believe there's a notion at the
desk. | would request that you waive the
readi ng and that | be heard on the notion.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senator. The reading is waived, hearing no
obj ecti on.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you.

This is a notion to bring a bill to
the floor to raise the m ni numwage in
New York State from $5.15 an hour to $6.75 an
hour .

And | really think that it's
appropriate that it follows the resolution we
just passed, because tens of thousands of our
troops who are serving now in the current
conflict will return to the state of New York
and be enployed in m ni num wage j obs.

And | woul d urge everyone that a
full-time enpl oyee working at the current wage
of $5.15 an hour woul d nmake $10, 700 a year.
And it is not a famly-supporting wage.

And that we shoul d not expect

anyone, but particularly the nen and wonmen who
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are putting thenselves in harms way to defend
their country, to conme honme and work a
full-time job, stay out of trouble, and be
expected to support a famly on $10,700 a
year.

For three years, the Assenbly has
passed bills to raise the mninmmwage in the
state of New York. And we often are critical
of the other house. But on this issue, our
house is the obstacle to progress.

W can rai se the m ni nrum wage and
i medi ately benefit 800,000 New Yorkers and
their famlies if we pass this bill. W've
had bills introduced here, they have died in
the Senate each of the last three years.

And | think this is very much a
pi ece of |egislation that sends a nessage to
the world about what kind of a society we in
the New York State Senate believe we shoul d
have.

The state of New York currently has
the wi dest gap between rich and poor in the
country. W're out in the rest of the world
trying to defend freedom trying to send

peopl e a nessage that everyone is created
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equal , and yet we have a 24 percent poverty
rate in the city of New York and a 17 percent
poverty rate in the state of New York. Many
of those peopl e are working poor.

We cannot tell people to get out of
trouble, stay out of jail, work full-tine,
raise a famly, and then expect themto do it
on $10, 700 a year.

| think this is a critical piece of
legislation. | realize that there's a renote
possibility that our notion to bring the bil
to the floor today will not prevail. But I
woul d urge all of ny coll eagues on the other
side of the aisle as well, where | know this
| egi sl ati on has significant synpathy, let's do
sonmet hing for the working nmen and wonen of
this state this year

Let's raise the m ni mum wage.

Let's follow nany states around New York --
Vernont, Connecticut, Massachusetts, all of
whom have taken action on this.

Let's nake this a better place to
live. Let's put noney in the pockets of those
who need it nost. And let's nake sure that no

veteran of the current conflict cones hone and
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is expected to support a famly on $10, 700 a
year.

| urge that the notion be brought
to the floor, that everyone here vote in favor
of it, and that we nove this piece of
| egi sl ati on without further del ay.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Those Senators in
agreenent with the notion to petition out of
comm ttee please signify by raising your hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those Senators in
agreenent are Andrews, Breslin, Brown, D az,

Di | an, Duane, L. Krueger, Lachnman, Montgonery,
Onor ato, Parker, Paterson, Sabini,

Schnei derman, A. Smith, Stachowski, and

St avi sky.

THE PRESI DENT: The petition is
| ost .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there being no further business, | nove that

the Senate stand adjourned until Tuesday,
March 25th, at 3:00 p. m
THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the

Senat e stands adjourned until Tuesday,
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March 25th, 3:00 p. m
(Wher eupon, at 4:35 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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