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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
pl ease cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Wth us this
afternoon to give the invocation is Reverend
George Grace, senior pastor of First Bible
Bapti st Church, in Rochester, New York

REVEREND GRACE: | had the
privilege of being here about ten years ago.
| don't recognize very many of you, so you're
new on the bl ock.

But I want to say hello to Senator
Dal e Vol ker, Senator Joe Robach, and Senat or
George Maziarz, three good nen that |'ve had
the chance to do business with over the years,
and comend them very highly.

Join me, if you would, in a word of
prayer.

Qur Dear Father, we're very

grateful for the privilege to be here today,
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just for our lives. W treasure them so
dearly, and we thank You for that gift.

Lord, right now we want to renmenber
our young nen and wonen in our armed forces
and their famlies. Lord, we recogni ze that
they are putting thensel ves between us and
danger. W thank You for their spirit and
willingness to sacrifice and to give for their
nation, and we ask that You woul d gui de them
and protect them

We pray for their famlies, for the
fears, the fear of the unknown and what may
happen tonorrow. Lord, | pray that You would
be with themand still those fears. And CGod
may all of us renenber them and be in prayer
for them

| thank You for these nmen and wonen
right here who serve us in Al bany. Lord,
their sacrifice -- and | recognize that every
one of these people has a story behind them
They' ve seen certainly sone defeats in their
lives, but they've been victorious to this
point. And Lord, through their struggles,
they've cone to this place to represent

hundreds and t housands of people. God, | pray
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that You would grant them wi sdom

| thank You for the privilege stil
today to be able to come and acknow edge You
here in this Senate. | commend these people
for that, and | pray that it will continue.
Bl ess their neeting today.

Bl ess the great State of New York.
And we pray this in the Lord Jesus' nane,
amen. Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Monday, March 17, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday,
March 15, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,
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fromthe Comrittee on Finance, reports the
following bill direct to third reading:
Senate Print 2935, by Senator Marcellino, an
act to anmend the Environmental Conservation

Law and ot hers.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, the bill is ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

Reports of select commttees.

Communi cations and reports of state
of ficers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Vol ker.

SENATOR VOLKER: Madam Pr esi dent,
on page 9 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 74, Senate Print Nunber 662,
and ask that said bill retain its place on the
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
i f you could recogni ze Senator Robach.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Robach.

SENATOR ROBACH: Madam Pr esi dent,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1083

| just wanted to take a nonent to thank
Reverend Mdtley [sic] fromFirst Bible Baptist
Church, in the heart of ny district, for

of fering up the prayer today.

And not only he and his wi fe Penny,
in his prayer and focus here for us today, but
they really are holistic people who practice
what they preach and do so ruch in our
community for young and old alike, not only
tal ki ng about the goodness of the Bible and
bei ng Christlike and caring about others, but
they live that every day in so many of their
mnistries, in sports, in education, in so
many t hi ngs.

And | want to thank himofficially,
not only for his prayer, but really he and his
congregati on enhanci ng our conmunity so
greatly and bei ng such great nei ghbors.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could go
to notion and resolutions, 1'd like to at this

time nove that we adopt the Resol ution
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Calendar inits entirety. And then if you
coul d recogni ze Senator Maltese on
Resol ution 774.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopted.

Senat or Mal t ese.

SENATOR MALTESE: Madam
President, a resolution is on the cal endar
t oday recogni zi ng the 92nd anni versary of the
tragic Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire of
March 25, 1911.

There will be an appropriate
cerenony held on Monday at 1:00 p.m, at which
all menbers of the Legislature and others are
invited. It will be held in the concourse.
And there will be a cerenpny attended by | oca
firefighters as well as officers of the fire

depart nents.
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The Ladder Conpany 20 and the
officers of UNITE!, which is the successor to
the International Ladies Garnment Wrkers
Union, will also hold an appropriate cerenony
on March 25th at Washi ngton Square, which was
the site of the terrible fire.

Just a nonment of history as far as
the renenbrance of this tragic fire and the
146 poor imm grants that perished in that
fire.

At the turn of the century, urban
wor ki ng conditions were terrible in the new
factories that were formng all over the
country taking advantage of the new machi nes
that were avail able, and nowhere in the
country were conditions worse than in New York
Cty.

Rows and rows of nmachi nes woul d
operate in very crowded, congested areas,
usually in slumconditions. Doors would be
bl ocked to keep enpl oyees fromtaking a break
or perhaps taking garnents with them All
over and around the nmachi nes were piles of
resi due of the sew ng nachi nes.

The G bson girls that were
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gl anori zed by Charles Dana G bson were com ng
into the fore, and the shirtwai st was adopt ed
as a garnment that was recognized all over
Anerica as the new garnent of the

"type-witers,"” as the young | adies were
call ed who were begi nning nore and nore to
work in offices as they left the hone.

The Triangle Shirtwai st Factory was
an al |l eged fireproof building, which
unfortunately did not apply so nuch to the
interior of the building as to the brick
exterior. Just shortly before the Triangle
fire, a coomttee of owners had nmet and had
nmet with officials of the city, pressing their
poi nt that sprinkler systens were really not
needed.

The | adies --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Excuse
me, Senator Maltese

Can we have order in the chanber
pl ease.

SENATOR MALTESE: The Triangl e
Factory enpl oyed 600 people, the vast majority
of them wonen, al nost all of them poor Yiddish

and lItalian seanstresses. And the majority of
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the girls that worked there were as young as
13 and ranged in age nostly up to 17 and 18.
Many famly units worked there, children,
sisters working there together with their
not hers.

On the afternoon of the 25th,
everybody was getting ready to | eave their
wor ki ng place after a | ong working day, from
dawn to dusk, when, nobody knows, but a fire
broke out on the eighth floor. The fire
qui ckly spread to the tenth floor, where the
executive offices were, and the executives on
the tenth floor were able to flee the fire
over the adjacent rooftops.

On the eighth floor, the majority
of the enployees were able to | eave by the two
smal | el evators and the two narrow staircases
that coul d acconmpbdate only one person at a
time. There was an outside fire escape, which
was very poorly built and which eventually
crunbl ed under the weight of the fleeing
girls.

The fire spread very quickly, and
nobody told the people on the ninth floor. By
the tine they gathered -- thinking they had
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nore tinme because of the snoke, by the tine
t hey gathered their bel ongi ngs and headed for
t he avail abl e doors, which opened i nward,
there was a crush of enployees and fri ghtened
and pani cked wonen.

They al so headed for the two
el evators, and the el evator operators were
very brave and nade eight and nine trips. But
ultimately, the pani cked enpl oyees forced open
the doors and the young | adies threw
t hensel ves into the shaft and nade it
i npossi ble for the elevators to conme up

Utimately, the tragedy took 146
lives. And as a result of that fire, many
nanmes that are now fanous becane nore fanous.
There was an investigation conmmittee that was
presi ded over by Robert Wagner, Sr., who
becane the United States Senator from
New York. The vice chairman was Alfred E
Smith, who becane the Governor. Frances
Per ki ns was involved in the investigation, and
she becane the Secretary of Labor under FDR
as a result of the changes that they called
for as a result of this fire.

Shortly after the fire, there was a
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menori al march of 100, 000 people, mainly

i mm grants, through the downtown area and in

t he Washi ngton Square area, nourning the |oss.
It was a terrible fire, especially after it
came so shortly after the General Slocumfire,
whi ch took so many |lives in 1904.

The reason that UNITE!, as a
successor to the International Ladies Garnent
Workers Union, renenbers the fire is because
it was the forerunner of new working
condi ti ons and new worki ng regul ati ons
t hroughout New York and the United States of
Aneri ca.

It is aremnder to us of not only
the tragic persons that lost their |ives but
al so of the fact that new i nm grants are again
wor king in sweatshops in the Gty of New York
and across various areas in the country in the
urban areas. It is a warning to us not to
repeat those horrendous working conditions.

And in renmenbrance of those 146
victims, we should not only say a prayer on
March 25th but renenber their sacrifice, as
the imm grants of yesterday did so nuch to

build the heritage and greatness of this
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nati on.

And, Madam President, | nove the
adoption of the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank

you. The resolution has been previously

adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the

Crinme Victins, Crine and Corrections Conmittee
in the Majority Conference Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Imediate neeting of the Crine Victinmns,
Crinme and Corrections Committee in the
Maj ority Conference Room

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could return to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmittee at the desk. | ask that it

be read at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Johnson,

fromthe Committee on Finance, reports the

foll owi ng nom nati ons:
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As a menber of the Battery Park
City Authority, Janes F. GI|I, Esquire, of
Rockvill e Centre.

As a nenber of the State Athletic
Commi ssion, Marc Cornstein, of New York City.

And as a nenber of the Long Island
State Park, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Conm ssion, Barbara S. Bancroft,
of Muttont own.

SENATOR SKELCS: Move t he
nom nati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
question is on the confirmation of the
nom nations as read by the clerk. Al in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:
Qpposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
nom nees are hereby confirned.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: | believe
there's sonme substitutions at the desk. If we

could make them at this tine.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Yes,
there are, Senator.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 9,
Senator Velella noves to discharge, fromthe
Committee on Labor, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4697
and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill Nunmber 1119, Third Readi ng Cal endar 66.

And on page 15, Senator Al esi nobves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Fi nance,
Assenbly Bill Number 4417 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 1805,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 180.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE:
Substitutions ordered.

Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

If we would just let the record
know -- | know it was a voice vote -- that |

vote no for the nomnee for the State Athletic
Comm ssion, for nany of the reasons that have
been brought forth in M. Newfield s articles
about that comm ssion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
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you. The record will so reflect.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could go to the noncontroversial reading

of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

4, by Senator Alesi, Senate Print 46A, an act
to anend the Penal Law, in relation to the

crinmes of unlawful failure.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

71, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 524, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Business Law and the
Penal Law, in relation to operating an

aircraft while intoxicated.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

152, by Senator Padavan, Senate Print 1054, an

act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law and
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the Administrative Code of the City of
New York, in relation to the conversion of
abandoned vehicles by | ocal authorities.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Pat erson, why do you rise?

SENATOR PATERSON: | vote aye,

Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

168, by Senator Meier, Senate Print 1824, an
act to anmend Chapter 706 of the Laws of 1996
amendi ng the Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

181, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 1819, an
act authorizing the Comm ssioner of
Transportation to transfer certain |ands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 509.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

213, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 2947, an
act to anmend the Social Services Law, in
relation to the reporting of child abuse.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam
President. |If we could go to the

controversial reading.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

4, by Senator Alesi, Senate Print 46A, an act
to anend the Penal Law, in relation to the
crinmes of unlawful failure to obey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, mght we lay that aside for a

nonent. Senat or Montgonmery had a question on

the bill, and she's in committee.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside
tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is laid aside tenmporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

71, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 524, an
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act to amend the General Business Law and the
Penal Law, in relation to operating an
aircraft while intoxicated.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Bal boni, for an expl anati on.

SENATOR BALBONI : Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This bill is a bill that this house
has addressed beforehand. It is an issue that
truly is a loophole in the lawitself. New
York State has done a great deal in naking
sure that we get drunken drivers off the road,
drunken snownobilers off the snow, but we've
done nothing to stop people fromtaking an
aircraft, that can certainly be the nost
deadly of vehicles, and preventing people from
flying while intoxicated.

And believe it or not, though the
FAA regulates flying as it relates to
adm ni stration and licensing, there are no
crimnal penalties for getting behind a
cockpit or getting in a cockpit while
i nt oxi cat ed.

Ther e have been several instances,
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one of themoriginating in New York, where a
pilot got in the cockpit of a plane, took off,
was i ntoxicated, and | anded in a roadway in
Maryl and, chasing cars off the road.

But anot her aspect of this, and I'm
devel oping legislation on this now, that this
bill is on the front end of an effort to try
and change the way we view private aircraft in
this state. In nmeetings with JimKallstrom
he's identified rural airports, local, rura
airports as things of concern for us as it
relates to security.

And | think this bill, though not
exactly on that point, is a part of the
changi ng of the culture and perspective as we
vi ew t hese recreational aircraft, that
hopefully we can take steps to prevent from
bei ng turned into dangerous vehicles, and for
the protection of everybody in the state.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, if Senator Bal boni would yield for

a guestion.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Bal boni, do you yiel d?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | vyield.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, |I'm
honestly shocked to hear that there is no
federal law as it relates to operating an
aircraft while intoxicated.

Further, | just wanted to inquire
fromyou, do the airlines thensel ves have a
policy relating to the operation of air
vehi cl es whil e under the influence of alcoho
or sonme other substance?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes. Madam
Presi dent, through you, yes, they do, Senator
Paterson. And in recent years, the major
carriers have adopted a very strict policy
where there's zero tol erance for anybody who
would try to operate a aircraft after having
consuned al cohol .

As you may recall, back in the '70s
and '80s, it wasn't uncommon for pilots to
come on even conmercial aircraft and have had
a couple of beers to relax before a flight.

As strange as that sounds, that's in fact what

went on for nmany years.
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That has now changed. Peopl e
understand the severity of that. And again,
you know, after -- the world has changed from
so many perspectives. And certainly after
9/ 11, that was anot her one of the aspects that
has changed.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, if Senator Bal boni would yield for
one | ast questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or

Bal boni, do you yiel d?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, Madam
President, | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senat or,

because presunably the arrest woul d be made on
the ground, then therefore it would be
applicable in the state. This is not |ike
sonme legislation that |I've questioned on this
fl oor where | can see the federal application
but | can't see the state one.

But | would assune, because notice
woul d be taken of the pilot's inebriated

status while the plane is still on the ground,
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then the state does have jurisdiction. |Is
that correct?

SENATOR BALBONI : Yes, that's
correct. Cbviously, it's a very different
situation once the plane is airborne.

This is actually neant to be a
preventive neasure whereby if peopl e observe
individuals trying to operate aircraft on
state airports, then they are able to detain,
arrest, and then penalize that type of
behavior. Currently, there's no provision to
do that.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, as |I'mstanding here, | did have
one | ast question for Senator Bal boni, even
t hough | prom sed himthe | ast one woul d be.
But he | ooks like he can take it.

WIIl the Senator yield for one |ast

questi on?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, Madam
President, | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, in
addition to the pilots, I would assune that
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there's no federal |aw about the condition of
t he passengers, which has been a probl em even
since 9/11, people beconm ng unruly and

danger ous because they're in an aircraft. And
am| not correct that there's no federal |aw
that covers that kind of behavior?

SENATOR BALBON : No, Senat or
Pat erson, | believe -- and | apol ogi ze, |
don't have the citation for you. But | do
bel i eve that there are now federal rules in
ef fect that regard passenger behavi or and
threatening of the safety of a flight.

And | know that those rul es have
been enpl oyed in several celebrity cases as of
| at e, when there have been passengers who have
gotten very unruly and attenpted to disrupt
the flight and they have then, as soon as the
pl ane | ands, the FBlI is there to pick up the
passengers and to renove them

And | believe that in that case it
is very appropriately a federal matter, since
it is nore often than not an interstate
jurisdictional issue.

SENATOR PATERSON: The pl anes are

flying.
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SENATOR BALBONI : The pl anes are
flying, that's right.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.

SENATOR BALBONI : Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: I's
there any other Senator wi shing to speak on
the bill?

The debate is closed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
will you please call up Cal endar Nunber 4, by
Senator Alesi, at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank

you. The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
4, by Senator Alesi, Senate Print 46A, an act
to anend the Penal Law, in relation to the
crinmes of unlawful failure to obey.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: An
expl anati on, please, has been called for.

SENATOR ALESI : Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

This is a bill that has passed
al nrost unani nously for the | ast several years,
| think with only one negative vote. And it
seeks to make it a Class B -- a CQass A
m sdeneanor for failing to yield to an order
by a police officer. It makes it a Oass --
I"msorry, a Class B m sdeneanor -- a Cass A
m sdeneanor for failing to yield when given an
order by a police officer.

And it also nmakes it a m sdenmeanor
for trying to evade a police officer when
given an order to pull over at an excessive
rate of speed.

And it also creates an E felony for
a circunstance where, under those conditions |

just described, soneone has suffered a
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personal injury.

And |'d be happy to yield to
Senat or Montgonery, as | anticipate a series
of questions from her.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes, thank
you. Madam President, through you, if Senator
Al esi would just clarify for me a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or

Al esi, do you yield?

SENATOR ALESI : I'd be happy to.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.

Senator Alesi, | just want to nake
sure. | believe that you -- this is an

amended version. This is fromthe last bill
t he | anguage has been clarified in here?
SENATOR ALESI : Yes. Through

you, Madam President, this bill, as superb as
it was last year in its design to protect |aw
enforcenent and the notoring public, is even
better. |It's been enhanced, with a provision
that creates an E felony for anybody who
violates a section of the |aw as described in

the bill in the event that there is a persona
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injury invol ved.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: | see. A
right. Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, | accept the
expl anation and the anended version. | wll
be voting yes on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Montgonery.

s there any other Senator who
wi shes to speak on the bill?

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first of

Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

213, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 2947, an
act to anmend the Social Services Law, in
relation to the reporting of child abuse.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Expl anati on,
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pl ease.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or

Sal and, pl ease.

SENATOR SALAND: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Madam President, this bill is a
nodi fication of a bill that we passed in this

house | ast year dealing with the issue of
cl ergy abuse as well as the expanded reporting
of persons by currently mandated reporters.

VWhat this bill does is it adds
clergy to the definition of mandated
reporters, thereby requiring clergy to
respond, under the Social Services Law, by
reporting incidents to the central registry
where they aren't otherw se protected by
confidentiality.

It also says that where in fact
t hose incidents should come to the attention
of a nenber of the clergy and yet not have
come to them by way of a confession, that
woul d require reporting.

It also creates a classification,
"persons in position of trust." And the

pur pose of creating that classificationis to
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say that there are persons, persons who woul d
seek to foist thenselves on children and use
their position of trust to acconplish getting
into a close relationship with that child.

In fact, while nmany people my
t hi nk of pedophil es as being people who |urk
i n doorways | ooki ng perhaps rather om nous and
w cked, the fact of the matter is that nost
studies will tell you that that is really not
the profile of a pedophile. A pedophile very
often will be a person who is in a position of
trust, a person of sonme repute in the
community, a person whoma child has probably
been gi ven good reason to have a sense of
confort wth.

This bill says that that person in
a position of trust, where they have the real
or apparent authority to exercise that undue
i nfluence, will be subject to reporting by
t hose nandatory reporters, including clergy.

And what it says is that those

persons in positions of trust -- and the bil
defines, by way of illustration, who those
persons in positions of trust are. It talks

about athletic managers or coaches, talks
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about babysitters, tal ks about nenbers of the
famly outside of the household, tal ks about
menbers of the clergy, tal ks about people who
are really authority figures or people who
have the ability to unduly influence.

And what the bill then says is
t hose sane mandated reporters who are |isted
under the Social Services Law in 413 would be
required to report where a person in a
position of trust was guilty of abusing a
child. And child abuse is defined in the
bill, as it has been previously, and it covers
children up to and through the age of 17.

There is a requirenment with regard
to the clergy, and what we did was we defined
religious institutions to include not only
organi zed and recogni zed religious
i nstitutions under the Religious Corporation
Law, but al so unincorporated institutions,
those that m ght be nore in the nature of
perhaps snmall mnistries, storefront
mnistries, that mght not formally be
consi dered under the Religious Corporation
Law.

What we then say is with regard to
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i nstances of abuse by the clergy that there
woul d be a 20-year | ook-back by clergy nenbers
of areligious institution. They would be
required, within 90 days of the effective date
of the bill, to go back through those records,
det ermi ne whether or not there were any

i ncidents of abuse, and report those incidents
to the local district attorney or appropriate
| aw enf or cenent.

It also says that where a nenber of
the clergy is still engaged in the active
m nistry, that | ook-back would be | onger.

That | ook-back would be in effect for the
duration of that mnistry. Sonme have referred
toit as a lifetine | ook-back.

What this is all about is
protecting children. What this is all about
is trying to expand the safety net. | think
in large part it responds to sone of the very
tragi c and hei nous incidents that have been
reported in our nedia and national nedia
regardi ng abuse by the clergy. But it also
seeks to protect children in a fashion that
previ ously New York has not sought to do so.

The bill that we passed previously
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in this house required reporting by al
mandat ed reporters of all incidents of child
abuse. And if ny nenory serves ne correctly,
that bill passed unani nously.

Sonme of you may recall at the end
of the | ast session there were sonme feverish
negoti ati ons in which an agreenent was reached
bet ween the Assenbly and the Senate, between
Assenbl yman McEneny and nyself. W quite
literally shook hands and were prepared to
advance the bill in the closing hours of our
prior session.

At that tine, an issue canme to the
front. That issue cane through the New York
Cvil Liberties Union and was on behal f of
Pl anned Par ent hood and on behal f of rape
crisis counselors. And the concern, as
expressed at that tinme, was that there would
be -- the bill as agreed upon woul d have a
chilling effect on the willingness of
teenagers to avail thenselves of the services
of these organi zations, for fear that the
mandatory reporting requirenent would result
in a teenage young |l ady being in a position

where her teenage young man would wi nd up
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being reported. And it canme to be known as
"the high school sweetheart issue."

Wien the session ended, there was a
flurry of interest, certainly on the part of
the nedia, as to what prevented this from
cl osi ng, and everybody agreed that it was the
so-cal l ed high school sweetheart problem

This bill addresses the high school
sweet heart problem because those persons in
positions of trust are by definition adults.
And by definition, that elimnates the high
school sweetheart situation.

Let ne share with you that sone
approxi mately 15 states use a person in
position of trust as a nmeasure in determning
some of their sexual offense or rape statutes,
general ly providing for stepped-up penalties
where a person in position of trust has
engaged in that type of heinous conduct. And
in fact, | believe sone 18 states require
reporting by virtually anybody and everybody
who has know edge of abuse of a child.

This, | believe, is a nmeasured
approach that addresses the problens with | ast

year's bill. And this bill really reflects,
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with the exception of the person-in-position-
of -trust response to last year's problem a

nunber of agreenents that were nade with the

Assenbly. And this bill, with the exception
of that provision, probably will mrror -- in
fact | do believe mrrors the bill that

Assenbl yman McEneny has introduced in the
Assenbl y.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Duane, why do you rise?

SENATOR DUANE: Madam Pr esi dent,

| believe you have anendnents at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Yes, we
do.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
President. 1'd like to waive reading of the

first amendnent and wi th unani nous consent be
heard on the anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. The reading is waived, and you have the
fl oor, Senator Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam

Pr esi dent .
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Last session I, |ike many others,
was di sappointed that this Legislature did not
pass | egislation dealing with the issue of
cl ergy abuse. And |'ve been here | ong enough
to know t hat things can happen very quickly
here in the Legislature when there is the wll
to make it happen that way.

But that that did not happen, for a
change, m ght have been -- not that it didn't
happen for a change, because it doesn't happen
alot. But for a change, it mght have been a
bl essing. Because as soon as our discussions
on the issue made it into the nedia, | started
to get a |large nunber of phone calls from
t hose who have been victim zed by clergy
abuse. And | don't think that anyone woul d
di sagree that this is a difficult issue to
deal with.

I want to thank mny coll eague
Senat or Sal and for not politicizing this
i ssue, for not being harsh with those that my
want the sanme end but may think that there are
different roads that will get us to the sane
pl ace of preventing clergy abuse in the

future, and also for providing for redress for
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t hose who have been victim zed in the past.

The legislation that's before us
today | think is a very good first step, and I
commend the Senator for bringing it forward
t oday.

However, | think that nore needs to
be done. | believe that nore needs to be done
both in terns of exactly what it is that this
pi ece of |egislation says when you | ook at
both the penalties and the scope of reporting.
And so the first amendnent woul d go further,
both in penalties and for -- penalties for
failure to report as well as for the scope of
reporting.

Now, the bill that we have before
us today would provide that failure to report
is a Cass A msdeneanor. The difficulty with
that is that there is no further incentive for
someone who nay not be reporting to start
reporting. In other words, to only punish not
reporting with a Cass A m sdenmeanor over and
over again | don't think is going to solve the
probl em that we have in nonreporting.

So what ny anendnent would do is it

woul d continue to say that the first tine that
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you don't report it would be a Cass A

m sdeneanor, the sane as Senator Sal and's
bill. But ny anmendment woul d make it that for
t he second of fense, that would be a Class E
felony, so there would be an incentive not to
not report again. And for the third of fense,
it would be a Cass D fel ony.

Now, this penalty is for everyone,
not just for clergy. And | think that that's
sormething we need to look at in howit is that
we treat all nonreporting, that as it inpacts
on children we can't just allow second and
third offenses to be treated as m sdeneanors,
we need to step up the penalty to a felony.

Now, | also think that the scope of
Senat or Sal and's | egislation needs to be
expanded. There is a | oophole which | think
could be very easily taken advantage of in
Senator Saland's bill, which ny amendnent |
think would be able to close. Under Senator
Saland's bill, while a clergy nenber or
whoever is alive and in active service, the
reporting would go back forever. That is
true. However, for a nonactive or deceased

menber of the clergy, the records would only
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have to be opened for the past 20 years.

Now, first, it's easy to put
sormeone on sort of a nonactive duty, and there
isn't really a good definition of it. So, for
i nstance, a clergy nmenber, while they may no
| onger, for instance, in the case of the

Catholic Church be hearing confessions and

sayi ng nmass, they may still perform
adm nistrative duties, they may still, if you
will, be enployed by the institution. And it

woul d be very easy to nove sonmeone from active
duty to nonactive duty.

And | think that those persons,
that we should be able to go back 50 years and
see what has happened, not just 20 years. The
same is true of those who m ght be deceased.

And the point of ny anendnment is
not particularly to punish those who have
abused children, but to provide redress for
t hose who have been victimzed and al so to see
if there nay have been patterns that have not
been di scl osed.

Now, if you think back, 20 years is
not such a long tine ago. That would be 1983.

And | think that we all know of cases where

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1118

chil dren were abused nore than 20 years ago.
And chances are that an organi zation or an
institution that kept records for the past
20 years probably has kept them for nuch

| onger, for nuch | onger than that.

And again, if our goal is to
provi de for redress for those who have been
victimzed, 20 years seens like an awful ly
near-past cutoff. And | also think that
whet her the perpetrator is alive or dead
shoul d not nake a difference. Because what so
many victinms need is a confirnmation of what
has happened to them that they were not
al one, that they weren't crazy, that this
actually did happen to them And one of the
ways that we can find that out is by |ooking
at records to see whether or not other
victims, other children, canme forward with the
sane perpetrator.

So if our goal is to provide
redress for those who were victimzed in the
past and to learn from past patterns of abuse
whi ch nmay have been covered up, in an effort
to make it so that it doesn't happen to a

child again in the future, then we need to
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extend back 50 years and find out what has
happened.

And that is what ny anendnent seeks
to do, that for those who are not on active
duty, and even for those who records were kept
who m ght be deceased, that it would not be
enough just to go back 20 years, but we woul d
go back 50 years. And, simlar to Senator
Sal and' s legislation, for those who are stil
in the active mnistry, to go back as far as
you can.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Those Senators in agreenent with
t he amendnent pl ease signify by raising your
hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Brown, Dil an, Duane, Hassell-Thonpson,

L. Krueger, Montgonery, Onorato, Cppenheiner,
Par ker, Paterson, Sabini, A Smth, Stavisky.
Al so Senat or Lachman.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The

amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Duane.
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SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
President. | believe there's an another
amendnment at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Yes,
there is.

SENATOR DUANE: And 1'd like to
ask that the reading be wai ved and unani nous
consent to be heard on the anendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
reading i s waived. You have the floor,
Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

The second anendnent deals with the
ability of a victimto bring forward a civil
cl aim

Under the current statute of
limtations, adult victins of child
nol estation are barred from bringing a
|l awsuit. And so what this anendnent would do
woul d be to extend the statute of limtations
for a civil claimto three years. In other
words, there would be a three-year w ndow.
Now, after the three-year period is over, al

clai ms that haven't been brought woul d again
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be tinme-barred from bei ng brought.

And this is to address what we now
know, that nmany victinms of child nolestation
don't conme to ternms with their abuse and to
t he psychol ogical harmit may have caused
until later on in life. And that often
happens | ong after the current statute of
limtations has expired. And so because of
the way the current statute of limtations
exists, victinms don't get their day in court.

Now, California has extended its
statute of limtations, and the courts have
not been flooded in California with lawsuits.
And so what this will do, under the guise
of -- not under the guise, but under the
ability to bring a civil claim is to provide
for the ability to get actual, whether it be
financial or any other formof redress for the
abuse that may have happened, or sinply the
recognition that it has happened under the
threat of a civil claim

And agai n, the experience in
California, where the statute of limtations
has been extended, has not been dramatic.

There has been no rush to make clains. And |
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bel i eve that we should follow the | ead of
California in this area and allow victins to
have their day in court.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Duane.

Those Senators in agreenent with
t he amendnent pl ease signify by raising your
hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Brown, Dil an, Duane, Hassell-Thonpson,

L. Krueger, Lachman, Montgonery, Onorato,
OQppenhei nmer, Parker, Paterson, Sabini,
A. Smith, and Stavisky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Duane, for a third
amendnent .

SENATOR DUANE: Yes, thank you,
Madam President. 1'd like, wth unani nous
consent, to waive its reading and be heard on
t he anendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
readi ng i s waived, and you have the fl oor,

Senat or Duane.
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SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent.

Thi s anendnent woul d ban charities
registered with the State of New York from
using charitable dollars for closed or what we
woul d cal |l gagged settl enent agreenents.

A cl osed settl enent agreenment woul d
be defined as any private agreenent or court
ordered agreenent resolving a cause of action
which limts the possession, disclosure, or
di ssenmi nation of information about any part of
t he agreenent.

Now, this amendnment woul d have two
benefits. First, when an individual or a
government entity or any organi zati on donates
noney to a charity, they should know where
their contributions are being spent. And if
charitable contributions are being nade to
provi de assi stance to people, that noney
shoul d not be used to provide a financi al
settlenent to sonmeone for whatever reason.

Secondly, those who are engaged in
basically covering up child sex abuse shoul d
not be allowed to hide behind a gagged

agreenent. | think the community deserves and
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needs to know. And that would help to prevent
t hese kinds of situations from happening in
the future

Thi s anmendnent did grow out of the
di scovery -- unfortunately, here in the
Capital Region -- where Catholic Charities
paid a victimout of Catholic Charities funds.
And even though, when discovered, that noney
was then quickly replaced in Catholic
Charities by diocesan noney, it should not
have happened in the first place.

| don't think that that will happen
again. But | do think we need to enshrine
that in law to nake sure that we are taking
our responsibility as legislators seriously
and protect those who contribute noney to
charitabl e organi zations from all owi ng that
noney to be m sused.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator.

Those Senators in agreenent with
t he amendnent pl ease signify by raising your
hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in

agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
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Brown, Dil an, Duane, Hassell-Thonpson,

L. Krueger, Lachman, Montgonery, Onorato,
Oppenhei nmer, Parker, Paterson, Sabini,

A. Smith, and Stavisky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Duane, for a fourth
amendnent .

SENATOR DUANE: Yes, for the
fourth and final amendnent, Madam President.
If | could have unani nous consent to have the
readi ng be waived and to be heard on the
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
readi ng i s waived, and you have the fl oor,
Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

Thi s amendnent woul d al |l ow for
crimnal charges to be filed at the tine cl ose
to the sex abuse or eight years within the
time the child victimturns 18, or within
three years of the date the child discovers or
reasonabl y shoul d have di scovered that

psychol ogical injury or illness occurring
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after the age of 18 was caused by the sexua
abuse.

Now, this amendnent deals with the
ability to bring a crimnal case forward, and
a crimnal investigation. Now, the reason for
that is -- and we know this nore and nore from
t he psychol ogi cal science of what has happened
to those who were victimzed in chil dhood,
particul arly by sexual abuse, particularly the
trauma of sexual abuse. And that is that
after years of not being in touch with or
renmenberi ng or having full consciousness of
t he abuse happening, oftentines later on in
life, due to some other crisis or trauma or
because of therapy to deal with persona
i ssues, the nmenory of the abuse conmes out.

And so this would allow for a
crimnal prosecution to proceed of the
per petrator.

Now, | recently had a press
conference where many victins cane forward.
Sadl y, there's such enornous pool that there
coul d have been a nuch | arger nunber of
victims comng forward. Some are unwilling to

be public about it, and | certainly and I
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think we all can respect their choice not to
do that.

Now, to a person, though, their
com ng forward about the abuse is not
particul arly about the noney, it's not
particul arly about the crimnal prosecution of
the predator. |It's really about the
recogni ti on of what happened to them and the
acknow edgnent of what happened to them and
the desire for that not to happen to anyone in
the future

Now, all of the anendnents,
including this one, are tools which we woul d
have at our disposal to try to uncover cases
of past sexual abuse of children and also to
uncover patterns of sexual abuse of children.
But -- this is on a personal |evel, and not
speaking for the victinms -- ny outrage is not
about the perpetrators, is not about the
i ndi vi dual predators. Because in addition to
believing that what they did is crimnal and
needs to be recogni zed as such, | also believe
that that kind of perpetration is a sickness,
a nental illness which needs to be treated.

And | feel very strongly that al
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of this legislation should be a guide towards
sendi ng people into treatnent that works. Not
treatment that just takes soneone out of the
public eye, and not treatnent that clearly
doesn't work, but treatnent which | hope one
day will have a nuch nore -- a better success
than the treatnents that we now have seen in
SO many cases.

My outrage, though, is really
centered on those who knew about the sexua
abuse, who hid that sexual abuse, who all owed
predators, who it seens nany of whom seemto
be unable to control thenselves, to go back
into positions where they could harm nore
children. And that is a terrible, terrible
t hi ng.

Now, this legislation has to do
with and ny anendnents have to do with
reporting and civil clains and crim nal cases
and how it is that paynments may or nmay not be
made.

But really what all of ny
amendnments, and what | believe Senator
Saland's legislation is trying to get at -- |

think his inconpletely, but I"'mwlling to
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work with him |In fact, I would very much
like to work with himon taking a nore

conpr ehensi ve approach -- but what it's really
about is hearing the voices of the victins,
acknow edgi ng that what happened to them was
real and tragic and sonething for which we al
nmust take responsibility, and to nake it so
this doesn't happen to any nore chil dren.

And so we need to take swift and
strong action on this terrible issue of clergy
abuse of children and make it our
responsibility as a Legislature that it wll
never, ever happen again.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you, Senator Duane.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Duane for
t hose anmendnents to the legislation, which is
actual ly stronger than the | egislation |ast
year. And | want to commend Senator --

(Tel ephone.)

SENATOR PATERSON: Tell himl'm

not here.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR PATERSON: | want to
commend Senator Sal and for his effort on this
| egi slation as well.

Madam Presi dent, who do we trust
nost in our society? Qur public officials,
| aw enforcenent officials, our clergy,
teachers, health-care providers? Those are
t he peopl e who nost di sappoi nt us when there
is a mal feasance on their part, either
specifically or the notice of behavior that's
not report ed.

And | think, though Senator Duane
has spoken very admirably for hinmself today,
that's what he puts forth and that's what many
of us are asking for.

How nuch nore foresighted would it
have been if those in the highest
deci si on-nmaki ng capacities of all of these
areas would at this point take a rea
self-reflected | ook at what our conduct has
been as a society over the |ast 20 years, the
| ast 50 years, nmaybe fromthe begi nning of
this country. \Were there are crines, it

doesn't matter who commtted them and i n what
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capacity. W have a duty to report them

This is why I"'mvoting for the
anmendnents, because they enhance protections.
This particular anendnents tolls the statute
of limtations until eight years after the
victimis age 18, giving themtine to address
the perpetrators, those predators who viol ated
them and also three years after the tine the
i ndi vi dual beconmes aware. Alnost like in a
products liability case, you have three years
after you realize that there's sonethi ng wong
with the product.

Many peopl e who have suffered from
this type of abuse have a dissociative
reaction in their personalities bringing on
amesia, nultiple personality, other aspects
of personality that shield or in many ways
obfuscate their ability to renenber the
ci rcunst ance.

When a clinician has nmade it clear
that that nenory has been returned only at a
| ater date, we want to give themthree years
to bring those actions agai nst the individua
who may have harmed them and may still be

har m ng ot her peopl e.
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It's our view that regardl ess of
what happens to these anendnents, that it wll
send a nessage to those who in the past may
have even been dispirited and confused by
behavi or they noticed that actually opens the
door for their reporting and brings crimnals
to justice. That's what we've always said we
want to do here in the Senate, and here's
anot her opportunity for us to do it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Those
Senators in agreenment with the anmendnent
pl ease signify by raising your hand.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
agreenent are Senators Andrews, Breslin,
Brown, Dil an, Duane, Hassell-Thonpson,

L. Krueger, Lachman, Montgonery, Onorato,
OQppenhei nmer, Parker, Paterson, Sabini,
A. Smith, and Stavisky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Lachman, why do you rise?

SENATOR LACHMAN: Madam
President, | would Iike, with your perm ssion,
to speak on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
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you.

Senat or Lachman, on the bill.

SENATOR LACHVAN: Senat or Sal and,
after voting on the anmendnents, in all candor,
| want to state that this is a
precedent-setting bill. And | have to comend
you not only for sponsoring it but for naking
it even superior to the bill we voted on and I
voted on last year in this chanber, by opening
yoursel f up to other groups, such as the
New York Civil Liberties Union, that now
there'll be a person of trust or authority
i nvol ved and there won't be the fear that
t eenagers have.

And it's an excellent bill, there
is no question about it. But | would like to
also state that this bill does not refer to
any particular religious groups. It refers
equally to Roman Catholic priests, to Jew sh
rabbis, to Protestant mnisters, to Eastern
Othodox priests, to Mornon elders. It cuts
across the entire stream And that is why |
also think it is a superior bill.

So I"'mproud to vote for this bill,

and | hope the Assenbly will nake the sane

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1134

changes in the bill that you have nade.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or

Hassel | - Thonpson.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: Thank
you, Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Hassel | - Thonpson, on the bill.

SENATOR HASSELL- THOVPSON: To
you, Senator Saland, with this bill | believe
that you have hel ped all of your colleagues in
this Senate to becone enlightened, enlightened
to a major problemthat is really ranpant.

And I"'mnot really sure that many of us know
how deeply this affects so many people in our
soci ety.

For the many years that | worked in
t he substance abusi ng popul ati on, the numnbers
of wonen and children that |'ve worked with
who were second- and third-generation abused.
Along with their own issues were deep-seated
i ssues of sexual abuse by nenbers of their
famly, by nmenbers of the clergy, by people
that they trusted nost.

And what we've begun here to do is
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to say that we're going to put a stop to this
and put a halt toit. And for that I amvery
grat ef ul .

It is unfortunate that we were not
abl e to accept the anmendnents that Senator
Duane has of fered us today, because for many
of us who may have been affected by the
behavi or of those entrusted, it goes back nore
than 20 years. And closure needs to happen
for people who have been victim zed. And they
need to know and need to understand that the
fault is not theirs.

So therefore | comend you on the
work that you' ve done, but we nust go further.
W nust continue to ook at this issue and not
be afraid, not be afraid of the people who are
perpetrating, but be afraid for our children,
agai nst whom these crines are being
per petrat ed.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Senator Diaz.

SENATOR DI AZ: Thank you, Madam
President. | would like to speak on the bill
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Senator Diaz, on the bill

SENATOR DI AZ: Madam Pr esi dent,
fell ow menbers, | rise to congratul ate Senat or
Sal and.

| had the honor of serving in the
New York City Council for one year before
cane here. And now | have the honor of
serving in this State Senate. |n both
occasi ons, both occasi ons, Madam President, |
got elected as a clergyman, as a pastor of a
church. So I'"'mnot only a State Senator, |'m
a pastor. I'ma clergymn.

I"mthe pastor of the Church of God
in the Bronx, and I'm al so the president of
the New York Hi spanic Cergy O ganization.
That is an organi zati on conposed of nore than
150 Hi spanic pastors and mnisters in the city
of New York.

Madam Presi dent, |'m saying these
t hi ngs because this is a piece of |egislation
that will affect ne directly and will affect
t he nenbers of ny organization.

However, even though this piece of

l egislation will affect ne directly, | would
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like to congratul ate Senator Sal and for such a
wonderful bill and to care for protecting our
children. This is a piece of legislation that
I will support blindfol ded.

I only have one regret, Madam

Chairlady, only one regret. It is that I
woul d have | oved, | would have |oved to have
nmy nane added to this bill as a cosponsor.

And I"'msad that ny nane is not there. And I
knowit's late at this stage of the gane, but
maybe, maybe, maybe -- who knows? -- ny nane
could be put in there.

And congrat ul ati ons, Senat or
Sal and. On behalf of this Senator, on behal f
of the nenbers of the New York Hi spanic Cergy

Organi zati on, we congratul ate you.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Senat or
Kr ueger.

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. To speak on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you. Senator Krueger, on the bill

SENATOR LI Z KRUEGER: Thank you.

| also rise in support of the
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| egi slation, to thank Senator Saland for the
wor k he has done to nove this forward and to
hope when we pass this bill today that we can
qui ckly nove to conference negotiations

bet ween the Assenbly and the Senate to nake
sure that this becones the | aw of New York

St at e.

| do wish that we had been able to
i ncl ude Senator Duane's four anendnents,
because | think that they would in fact would
strengthen the bill. But | hope that we wll
in the future continue to eval uate whet her we
could | ook at these four amendnents as
separate pieces of legislation, as this is a
dynam c process.

And to follow up on Senator Diaz's
comments about being a nenber of the clergy
and supporting this, | also appreciate his
conment s because | think that sonetines, in
some corners, this legislation has been
percei ved of as antireligious.

And clearly, | think, everyone in
this house speaks with parallel voices in
believing that if you want to assure the

future of the right to freedomof religion in
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this country, as we so often talk about on
this floor, it neans al so assuring that when
peopl e participate in religion that their
chil dren have the sane protections, and in any
ot her situation in our society.

So | think that we actually nove
forward with legislation today that in fact
i ncreases our rights to freedomof religion in
this country while increasing our rights of
protection of our famlies and our children.

And | too wish that we had a
structure in the Senate where nmenbers of both
parties could sign on to bills that everyone
supports and coul d be cosponsors, because in
honesty | believe we woul d nove nore
| egi slation forward nore quickly to
satisfactory end, and we woul d have nore
successful conference committees between
houses, as | amsure we will have on your bil
and the Assenbly bill today.

Thank you very nuch, Madam
Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Thank
you.

Are there any other Senators who
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wi sh to speak on the bill?
The debate is closed.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: The
bill is passed.

Senat or Morahan, that conpletes the

readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Thank you,
Madam President. |s there any housekeepi ng at
t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: No,

there is not.

SENATOR MORAHAN: Madam
President, there being no further business to
cone before the Senate, | nove that we stand
adj ourned until Wednesday, March 19th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT LI TTLE: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
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Wednesday,

March 19th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:32 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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