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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: | ask everyone
present to please rise and repeat with me the
Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we each bow our heads in a nonent
of silence.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
nmy col |l eagues, before we go into our regul ar
session in regular order, | would like to
announce that for the first tinme in the
hi story of New York State, this |legislative
proceeding will be live, on the Internet,
gavel to gavel

W are the first house in the
Legi slature. This chanber was wired within
the | ast couple of years. Wen | becane
| eader, one of the first things that we tal ked
about was coverage, gavel to gavel, on cable

or on the Internet. W join 25 other states
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t hat have gavel -to-gavel coverage.

And Senator Paterson was a few
m nutes | ate because he indicated that he was
in makeup. And that is understandable.

But I want to just share that our
proceedings will be in 71 percent of the
househol ds in New York State. 98 percent of
all the libraries have Internet access, nost
busi nesses in New York State, all of the
uni versity systens, the schools.

So we are opening up the
| egi sl ati ve proceedings here in the Senate to
the public, again for the first tine in the
hi story of this state.

So I want to applaud ny coll eagues
here in the Senate, those that have served
over these years to get us to this point. W
will be on cable, we're on cable Sunday, al ong
with the Governor and the Speaker. And that
on cable is Sunday nornings, and it is canned
as relates to what goes on here during the
week.

W are not on cabl e now because a
C-Span -- and this is inportant to

understand -- application, by the Rockefeller
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Institute's appraisal, is a $10 mllion to
$30 mllion project, with a cost of about

$3 mllion a year. Cable itself cannot
presently handl e gavel to gavel. They do not
have facilities. As they get broader
bandw dt h and they are able to accommodat e us,
we will be on cable.

So | share all of that with you.
The cost, for us to be up, about $450, 000, and
about $150, 000 a year.

So thank you, Madam President, and
| thank nmy col |l eagues for your cooperation in
where we are here at this historic noment in
all of our lives. Thank you.

Can we have the reading of the
Jour nal .

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Monday, May 27, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Saturday, My 26,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout

obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
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read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Kuhl .

SENATOR KUHL: Yes, Madam
President. On page 12 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 221, Senate
Print 2905A, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
received, Senator, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR KUHL: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You' re wel cone.

Senat or Lack.

SENATOR LACK: Thank you, Madam
President. On page 49, | offer the follow ng

amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 784, Senate
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Print 4784, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
received, and the bill will retain its place
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or LaValle.

SENATOR LAVALLE: Madam
President, on page 43 | offer the follow ng
amendnments to Cal endar Nunber 715, Senate
Print Nunmber 4127, and ask that said bil
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
received, and the bill will retain its place
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Madam
Presi dent, on behalf of Senator Mbrahan,
pl ease place a sponsor's star on Cal endar
Nunber 369.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered,
Senat or .

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Madam
Presi dent, on page nunber 36, the follow ng

amendnents are offered to Cal endar Nunber 638,
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Print Number 357A, and | ask that said bill
on behal f of Senator ©Mrahan, be placed on
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
received, and the bill will retain its place
on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR NQzZZCOLI O Madam
Presi dent, on page nunber 39, the follow ng
amendnments are offered to Cal endar Nunber 672,
Senate Print Nunber 1377A, and Senat or Morahan
asks that said bill retain its place on Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,
Madam President. On behal f of Senator
Mal t ese, on page nunber 41, | offer the
foll owi ng anmendnents to Cal endar Nunber 699,

Senate Print Nunber 4913, and ask that said

bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




8179

pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Trunzo.

SENATOR TRUNZO Madam Pr esi dent,
on the starred cal endar woul d you pl ease
renove the star from Cal endar Nunber 288.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered,
Senat or .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
are there any substitutions at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there are,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELGCS: | ask that they
be made at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 21,
Senat or Trunzo noves to discharge, fromthe
Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bill Nunber 6433
and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill Nunmber 3228, Third Readi ng Cal endar 424.

And on page 27, Senator Goodnan
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmmittee on
Rul es, Assenbly Bill Number 7788 and

substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
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Nunber 4778, Third Readi ng Cal endar 531.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitutions
or der ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk by
Senator Leibell. | ask that the title be read
and nove for its inmediate adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Lei bel |, Legislative Resolution Number 2119,
honoring Al do Bel ardo upon the occasion of his
desi gnation as the recipient of the da Vinc
Award fromthe Crcolo da Vinci on May 30,
2001.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d you pl ease recogni ze Senator Dol linger.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| hereby give witten notice,
pursuant to Senate Rule XI, that | wll nove
to anend the Rules and add a new rule, XV,
establ i shing ethical standards for nenbers,
of ficers, and enpl oyees of the New York State
Senat e.

I woul d ask that that be recorded
in the Journal, Madam President.

THE PRESI DENT: The notice of
notion has been received, Senator Dol linger,
and it will be recorded in the Journal.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could have the noncontroversial reading
of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read the noncontroversia

cal endar.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
108, by Menber of the Assenbly Lentol,
Assenbly Print Nunber 808A, an act to anend
the Penal Law, in relation to arson

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

249, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 8357, an act to anend
the Surrogate's Court Procedure Act, in
relation to giving notice.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

446, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print -
SENATOR SKELCS: Lay the bill
asi de for the day, please.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside for the day.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
480, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 3964, an
act inrelation to legalizing, validating,

ratifying, and confirm ng.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

505, by Senator Stafford, Senate Print 2923,

an act to anmend the General Muinicipal Law.
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the

bill aside.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
553, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 1327A, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he

| ast section.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

578, by Senator Bonacic, Senate Print 5132, an
act to anmend the Private Housing Finance Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

592, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 3086, an
act to authorize the Gty of doversville.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: There's
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a home rul e nessage at the desk.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

596, by Senator Rath, Senate Print 3423A, an
act to anmend the County Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 44.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

631, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 3230, an
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act to amend the Public Health Law, in
relation to the Southern Tier.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

634, by Senator Hannon, Senate Print 4394, an
act to anmend Chapter 521 of the Laws of 1994.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

654, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 4235, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
custodi al interference.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

692, by Senator Meier, Senate Print 4863B, an
act to amend the Social Services Law, in
relati on to extendi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

767, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print -
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
780, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 4954, an
act to authorize the participation of the
County of Erie.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: There is

a home rul e nessage at the desk.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

793, by Menber of the Assenbly Gottfried,
Assenbly Print Nunber 7494A, an act to amend
Chapter 725 of the Laws of 1989.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

803, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print
2567, an act in relation to authorizing the
County of Onondaga.
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the

bill aside.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
806, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 3517, an
act to amend the State Finance Law, in
relation to matchi ng funds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay t hat
asi de, please, M. President. M/ apol ogi es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
808, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 3831, an
act to anmend the Racing, Pari-Mtuel Wgering
and Breedi ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

813, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 4208A,
an act to amend the Environnmental Conservation
Law, in relation to matching grants.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he

| ast section.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

814, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 4729,
an act to amend the Environnmental Conservation
Law, in relation to |ocal |and use.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




8191

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
822, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 4057, an
act to anmend the Not-for-Profit Corporation

Law, in relation to allow ng.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

862, by Senator Johnson, Senate Print 5066A,
an act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law,
inrelation to reflective markings.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




8192

875, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 4250, an
act to amend the Public Service Law and the
State Administrative Procedure Act, in
relation to endorsenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect in 90 days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

916, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 4964, an
act to anmend Chapter 693 of the Laws of 1996.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
948, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 2841, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
aut hori zi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

April .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
960 -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: | just want to
explain nmy vote on this bill of mne that just
passed, 948.

It's a rather unique piece of
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| egi slation -- 59 sponsors of this bill
Sel dom does anyt hi ng have that kind of support
in any house, and |I'mvery proud of it. It's
one that allows senior citizens 60 years of
age to take courses for credit without tuition
in New York State.

And | applaud nmy col |l eagues for
supporting the bill. And this year we're
going to get it out of the Assenbly and pass

it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

960, by Senator Sanpson, Senate Print 1720, an
act authorizing the City of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 49. Nays,
1. Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
963, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 3204 -

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
965, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 3356A, an
act to anmend the Bay Park Library Services
Act .

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay t hat
asi de, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
966, by Senator Stafford, Senate Print 4236,
an act to -

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
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bill aside.
Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, M.
President. |If we could go to the

controversial calendar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read the controversia
cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

480, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 3964, an
act inrelation to legalizing, validating,
ratifying, and confirm ng certain acts and
proceedi ngs.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
McGee, an expl anation has been requested of
Cal endar 480 by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR McGEE: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

This bill |egalizes, validates,
ratifies, and confirms certain actions taken
by the Hi nsdale Central School District with
respect to certain transportation contracts

for the 1999-2000 school year.
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Due to administrative error, the
Hi nsdal e Central School District mssed the
deadline for filing certain transportation
contracts. These contracts were for the
services of children with special needs, which
the district bus fleet is not equipped to
provi de.

This legislation will allow
Hi nsdal e to obtain $17,673 in transportation
aid, the full anpbunt to which it woul d have
been entitled if the contract had been filed
in a tinely manner.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
if Senator McGee would yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
McGee, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR McGEE: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senat or, was
the | ack of seasonabl e response, the fact that

the filing of the contracts was not tinely,
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was this mnisterial or was there sone other
reason for the delay?

SENATOR McGEE: | believe that it
was an adm nistrative issue, because they had
a change of clerks and busi ness managers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
| have one | ast question for Senator MGCee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
McGee, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR McGEE: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
my question just relates to no real problem
with correcting this issue, but any
informati on that the Senator can give our
col | eagues as to how this type of situation
m ght be avoided in the future.

SENATOR McGEE: Vell, I wuld -
oh, if I may, | would assunme that any tine
that there is a clerk or a business manager
t hat | eaves a school, there should be a neat

and orderly transition. This was not the case
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in this particular issue.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard?
Heari ng none, debate is closed.
There is a local fiscal inpact note
at the desk.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

505, by Senator Stafford, Senate Print 2923,
an act to amend the General Municipal Law, in
relation to taking of billboards.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Lay it aside
tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
553, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 1327A, an
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act to anmend the Tax Law, in relation to
di scl osure.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Wight, an explanation has been requested of
Cal endar 553 by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

The bill before us today will amend
the state tax |laws and require the disclosure
of any overpaynent of taxes by a taxpayer.

As you may recall, in 1992 we
passed | egislation referred to as the
Taxpayer's Bill of Rights. W see this as a
very | ogical extension of that sanme practice,
ensuring and codifying fair treatnment for al
t axpayers.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
if Senator Wight would be kind enough to
yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Wight, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR W\RI GHT: "Il be glad to
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yield for a question, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.

M. President, | voted for this
bill last year. | don't have a problemvoting
for it again. |I'mjust curious -

SENATOR W\RI GHT: | thank you,
Senat or .

SENATOR PATERSON: " mj ust
curious, because the bill was vetoed by the

Governor. So | was wondering if Senator
Wight would explain to all of us what the
Governor's concerns were and perhaps how t hey
may be all eviated, either through discussion
or by any changes that have been nmade to the
| egi sl ati on.

SENATOR W\RI GHT: "Il be glad to,
M. President.

The Governor has no objection
what soever to disclosing to the taxpayer when
t here has been an overpaynent nade. |In fact,
he has directed that that be the policy of the
Depart nent of Taxation and Fi nance.

However, the | anguage we had in
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| ast year's bill he felt could |lead to an
erroneous interpretation by the court that
there nmay be an outstanding state liability
over and beyond the statute of limtations
established for the period of recovery and
therefore coul d expose the state,
theoretically, to a potential |oss of

$38 million in revenue.

Consequently, he felt that a
t echni cal anendment, which we have
incorporated in this year's bill, could
address that. So we have incorporated that in
this year's | egislation.

W appreciate the support over each
of the last two years -- three years for this
bill. And the conpani on version has been
i ntroduced in the Assenbly and hopefully w |
have a |like result.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?

Heari ng none, debate is closed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

634, by Senator Hannon, Senate Print 4394, an
act to anmend Chapter 521 of the Laws of 1994.
SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,
pl ease.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Hannon, an expl anati on has been requested of

Cal endar 634.

SENATOR HANNON: Thank you very
much.

This bill would extend for two
years the existence of the advisory council in

regard to inmunization, which basically has
t he purpose of taking a nunber of interested
entities and having themwatch the state's
program of i mruni zati on of children and naki ng
a report if needed.

The nmenmbers of the council are
appoi nted by both the Majority and Mnority of
each of the Senate and the Assenbly.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will yield for a
questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Hannon, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR HANNON: That | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Senator, |
have supported this programin the past, and I
woul d intend to support it again.

My question is, pursuant to the
nost recent authorization for this, did we
require a report on the imruni zation registry
as part of our last statutory enactnent when
we put this into effect?

SENATOR HANNON: That we did,
Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: And t hrough
you, M. President, if Senator Hannon w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Hannon, do you continue to yield?
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SENATOR HANNON: Yes. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLI NCGER: Has the State
Heal t h Departnent produced that report for the
Chai rman of the Health Conmttee or for the
Assenbly Health Commttee?

SENATOR HANNON: | have not seen
t hat .

And since you raised that, quite
legitimately, at the commttee neeting, the
i nquiri es have been nade. And we are told
that it is in draft stage and its fina
production is expected. Wen asked when, we
were not able to get that pinned down. So |
don't have an answer there.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, just briefly on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol I'i nger, on the bill.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: I"mgoing to
vote in favor of this bill and encourage
everybody in the house to do that. But we
have a continuing trend -- |'ve tal ked about

this with the chair of the Health Comm tt ee,
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and | note that perhaps because of ny
political affiliation, it's easier for nme to
articulate, but | think it's one that's shared
beyond sinply a nenber of the Denocratic
menbers of the Health Committee.

And that is as part of our
sunsetting these provisions, we require the
State Health Departnment to report to us on how
it's going. In essence, that's all it is, is
it's just an evaluation of the initial setup
of the program the immnization registry -
which I think is a great idea, it gives us
docunentary information and public health
i nformati on we need to be able to plan and
make a determination as to the success or
failure of this programor its potential for
even greater success or for changes that could
make it nore effective.

And it seens to ne that we can't do
that if the State Health Departnment doesn't
start providing us with these reports.

| know |"ve talked with the
chairman of the Health Conmttee about this
and said we have a nunber of extenders that we

are going to do this year which continue
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policies that | think are on the mark. But

we' re | ooking for guidance fromthe
professionals in the Health Departnment to nake
sure that our gut reaction and our politica
sense and our anecdotal information is
actually an accurate reflection of good,
scientific, public health data.

So I'"'mgoing to vote in favor of
this, M. Chair. | appreciate your continuing
not only nonitoring but sponsoring of the
extenders in these prograns. But it just
seens to me we should really demand that the
Heal t h Departnent provide us with this
techni cal assi stance and gui dance to nake
t hese prograns not only continue but hopefully
i nprove them as wel|.

I"mgoing to vote in favor. 1'd
encour age everybody to do that. But the State
Heal t h Departnent should begin to start
putting these reports in place to guide us in
our future deliberations.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: Senat or
Hannon.

SENATOR HANNON: Just to conment,
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and maybe to anplify.

The very fact that this counci
exi sts and | ooks at both the rates of
i mruni zation thensel ves and the types of new
i mruni zations that will be reconmended by the
expert groups gives us sone confidence,
because of the nature of the group. It has
peopl e from provi der organi zati ons, insurers,
public health officials, consumer advocates
and consuners.

And knowi ng how articul ate and not
at all shy the range of people involved in
health care are throughout this state, | know
that should there be problens, that they would
qui ckly conme to our attention.

So | would commend this for
passage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?

Heari ng none, debate is closed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

767, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 3690, an
act inrelation to allowi ng the Zi on Bapti st

Church to file an application.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, a brief explanation -- | heard him
say "brief" -

SENATOR BALBONI : Oh, thank you
very much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: -- has
been requested by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR BALBONI : Thank you, M.

Presi dent .

Cct ober nine -- Cctober, | think it
was the 19th of 2000, in the Zi on Bapti st
Church | ocated in Port Washi ngton, New YorKk,
whi ch has been in existence and serving the
community spiritually for -- let's see, |
guess since 1919 -- they wound up opening

their mail and finding a letter fromthe
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assessor's office saying to them Dear
taxpayer: You own the property |ocated at
such-and- such nortgage -- | nean,
such-and-such a parcel, and you owe taxes.

Now, this cane as a shock, because
as far as the Zion Baptist Church knew, they
had applied properly for the tax-exenpt status
that we as a nation provide to religious
institutions.

Lo and behol d, when they checked
with the assessor's office, they found that in
fact there had been a clerical error which had
resulted in that religious institution being
taken off the tax-exenpt rolls and being
placed into the taxable rolls. As a result of
that clerical error, the church owes
approxi mately $10, 000.

As soon as that letter arrived and
an investigati on was conducted by the church,
the church took the necessary and appropriate
steps to informthe assessor's office that in
fact the clerical error was going to result in
a hardship for themand it should be reversed.
And it was, but prospectively only.

And therefore, this church is under
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t he burden of having to pay the 10, 000-pl us
dollars unless we in this Legislature correct
it, notwithstanding the fact that there was a
clerical error.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will yield to

j ust one question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, do you vyiel d?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: How did it
cone about that the church had to file a
property tax exenption? Had it had just
recently purchased the property?

SENATOR BALBON : M. President,
t hrough you, it is not clear fromthe

comuni cations with the church as to why this

conmmuni cation cane fromthe assessor's office.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thr ough you,
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M. President, if the sponsor will vyield.
SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Ch, you

were only tantalizing us. Another question.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: I was, M.
President. The answer wasn't what |
anti ci pat ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, do you yield for another question?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Wl |, through
you, M. President, was this a new piece of
property or is this a piece of property that
t hey had owned for several years that the
clerical error was nade on?

SENATOR BALBON : The information
that | received both fromthe assessor's
office and fromthe church indicate that there
was no change in status of the ownership of
the parcel, nmerely that it was taken off of

the rolls.
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As to what event |led to that
actual ly occurring, I do not know.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President. Just briefly on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Dol I'i nger, on the bill.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: As everyone
in this house knows, | have routinely voted
against and will continue to vote against the

partial property tax exenption relief bill
t hat Senator Bal boni -- and | woul d point out

t hat Senator Bal boni, who's always concerned

by ny coormitnent to bipartisanship, | voted
agai nst the bill from Senator Sanpson as wel |
just to showthat I will treat ny coll eagues

on both sides of the aisle on this issue the
sane.

| go back to the fundanental point
| have made in this chanber repeatedly. The
question of a partial property tax exenption
or abating property taxes through a partia
year is a power that ought to be given to the
assessors. \Wether they're in the comunity
of the county of Nassau or the town of

Brighton that | represent or the city of

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




8214

Rochester that | represent, they should all be
treated the sane.

We shoul d pass a statew de bil
that allows the assessors to grant partia
property tax exenptions or, as in the case of
Senat or Bal boni's Zion Baptist Church, we
should all ow themto abate property taxes and
relieve communities from property tax
exenpti ons when they have a good excuse; as in
case, a clerical error.

I nstead, we handl e these bills al
one at a tine. W don't have a statew de
bills that allows assessors to do this.
Senat or Hannon had the bill in the house I
believe last year. And | have strongly urged
nmy col | eagues from Nassau County, where this
probl em seens to be epidem c in proportions,
to cone forward with a statewi de bill that
will solve this particular problem

| know that the assessors are
opposed to it, but that's no reason not to do
it. W should give assessors throughout this
state the ability to handle all of these
problens related to property tax exenptions,

and we ought to do it with a statewide bill.
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Until we have one, I'mgoing to
continue to vote against these bills for
Nassau County, I'Il vote against themfromthe
City of New York, | will vote against them
across this state, because what we need is a
statewide solution. Until we get it, you can
continue to record nme in the negative, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?

Heari ng none, debate is closed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54. Nays,
1. Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

woul d you pl ease call up Cal endar Nunmber 965.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read Cal endar 965.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
965, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 3356A, an
act to anmend the Bay Park Library Services
Act .

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Skel os, an expl anati on has been requested by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR SKELGCS: This | egislation
will allow election officials in the Bay Park
library district to receive reasonable
conpensation for their services as polling
pl ace personnel .

In addition, the bill clarifies
that special library districts shall rely
exclusively on the voter registration |ists of
t he Nassau County Board of El ections.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
i f Senator Skelos would yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
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Skel os, do you vyiel d?

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, this
district that's been set up, is this by the
will of the registered voters in that area
or -

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, it is. W
passed that legislation in 1998.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
i f Senator Skel os would continue to yield.

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Can we
have a little order in the chanber, please.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: At that tine
at which you referred, Senator Skel os, we set
this $50 conmpensation fee. That was in 1998.
| just wondered how we arrived at the $50
figure and why would we not just keep it that
way as soon as three years later.

SENATOR SKELOGS: If I could
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respond, the legislation was submitted to us
in that form And now what we're doing is at
the -- quite honestly, at the request of the
Assenbly, Assenbl yman Wi senberg, who is
sponsoring this legislation, they would Iike
to anend it so it's "reasonabl e conpensation, "
which is the | anguage that's used in nunerous

ot her jurisdictions throughout the state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Vell, M.
President, | have as high a regard for

Assenbl yman Wi senberg and the Assenbly in
general as Senator Skel os does, and so he's
answered ny question and convinced nme, he and
the Assenbly, to vote for this bill

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?

Heari ng none, debate is closed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

780, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 4954, an
act to authorize the participation of the
County of Erie.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Vol ker, an expl anati on has been requested by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President,
this is an inplenmentation of an agreenent
between the State of New York, the County of
Erie, the City of Buffalo, the Senate and the
Assenbl y, which has previously been announced
for a project known as the Adel phia Cabl e
bui | di ng and construction plan, which I
believe is approxi mtely about $150 mllion to
$175 million.

There was sone question about the

necessity of this bill, but the county and the
city felt that this bill was necessary to
i npl enent the agreenment. This bill does not
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actual ly authorize the funding. The funding

obviously will be in the budget. The funding
is in various types of taxing statutes and so
forth.

For instance, there is a -- |
believe it's a 12% 2mllion -- 12.4 mllion
Jobs Now grant. The County of Erie is
provi ding an annual $1 mllion operating
subsidy for the HSBC Arena and $7 mllion
toward the construction of a new parking
facility. The State of New York is commtting
about $50 million in econom c devel opnment at
this downtown Buffalo site, which is on the
wat er f ront .

Adel phia Cabl e presently has about
500 people enployed in the city of Buffalo.
And with this building and the affiliated
par ki ng ranps and so forth, they will have
anot her 1, 000 peopl e.

Very honestly, the hope is that
this operation -- Adel phia Cable is a huge
operation. It has well over 20,000 people
nati onwi de. And the assunption is that
sonmetinme in the future Adel phia nmay well

rel ocate other parts of its operations to
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Buffalo, and this could in the long run nean
5,000 or nore jobs to the city of Buffalo and
the county of Erie.

So this was a very inportant
project. It was negotiated over a period of
years. It was publicly announced by the
| eaders of the Legislature and the Governor
here sone tinme ago. And this bill is a bil
whi ch woul d i npl enent the nenorandum of
under st andi ng and the various pieces of that
proj ect.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Br own.

Oh, I'msorry, hold just a second,
Senat or Brown. Pardon ne.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: If | could just
interrupt, there will be an i nmedi ate neeting
of the Rules Cormittee in the Majority
Conf erence Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
| medi ate neeting of the Rules Committee in
the Senate Majority Conference Room

Senat or St achowski .

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : On the bil
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very qui ckly, because I"'mgoing to go to
Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
St achowski, on the bill.

SENATOR STACHOWEKI : | just rise
to support Senator Vol ker on this bill. It's
a very inportant project to the city of
Buffalo. It's very inportant to Wstern
New York. | have the good fortune to have it
| ocated in ny district.

And | think that it's taken a | ong
time to get to this point, that we can pass
this and nove it al ong and hopefully the
shovels will be in the ground and the buil ding
go up and the various jobs will cone to
fruition in downtown Buffalo.

It's a major piece for the city, a
maj or piece for the county, and a major piece
for the State of New York. So | support this
proj ect.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Brown, pardon the interruption. It was the
chair's fault. You have the floor.

SENATOR BROWN: That' s okay, M.

President. Also on the bill, | too stand to
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support Senator Vol ker on this bill and
Senat or St achowski .

This is an inportant piece of
| egislation for the city of Buffalo, as we
have all heard in this chanber. It wll nove
t he Adel phia project forward and expand the
operations of Adel phia Cable in the city of
Buf f al o.

And as Senator Vol ker indicated, it
will retain 500 jobs in our city and create
anot her 1,000 jobs. And for a comunity Ilike
Buf falo and Erie County, where we have
unfortunately been bypassed by the econom c
boomtines that the rest of the state has
enjoyed, this is just a major project that
will nmove waterfront devel opnent in the city
forward. And also, it will stabilize the
Buf f al o Sabres hockey franchi se.

Al so inportant to note, Senator
Vol ker mentioned the agreenent between the
state, the county, and the city, including the
work of the Buffalo City Council in this
| egi slation. And through the invol venent of
the city council and the council president,

the mnority participation goals on this
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project were significantly increased. Those
goals will now be 20 percent.

And that is also evidence that this
project will benefit the entire city of
Buffalo, the entire county of Erie and will be
a maj or benefit to the State of New York as
wel | .

So I'm happy to join Senators
Vol ker and Stachowski in voting for this piece
of | egislation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?

Heari ng none, debate is closed.

There is a honme rul e nessage at the
desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
The Secretary will read Cal endar
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793.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
793, by Menber of the Assenbly Gottfried,
Assenbly Print Nunber 7494A, an act to amend
Chapter 725 of the Laws of 1989.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Can we | ay
this aside tenporarily. Senator Dol linger had
a guestion, and he's not present at the
monent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
803, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print
2567, an act in relation to authorizing the
County of Onondaga.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
DeFranci sco, an expl anati on has been requested
by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. |
have a hone rul e nmessage from both the town
and fromthe County of Onondaga.

The County of Onondaga acquired
certain parcels of land near the Erie Cana

back about 1983. And at that tinme, they were
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supposed to, if they were going to use the
property, if at all, for recreational and -
recreational purposes.

The county has not done that and
i ndicates they have no intention in the near
future to do that because of the |ack of
sufficient financial resources to do it. The
Town of Van Buren is willing to take on that
responsi bility and develop this area as a
recreational use.

And as a result, both the town and
the county sent home rul e nessages to us
indicating that they would |like the state | aw,
whi ch is necessary to make the transfer occur.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
i f Senator DeFrancisco would yield for a
questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or,
do you yield for a question?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes. Yes,
| woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, it's
been 18 years and 41 acres of land that |
guess were originally designated to go to the
county fromthe Departnent of Transportation.
And | guess the only concern | have is the
reason for the original transference, and
per haps whet her or not there are any
envi ronnment al hazards on the |and that existed
bef ore or could have developed in the | ast 18
years.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO. well, the
reason for the original transfer to the County
of Onondaga was that the State DOT had no use
for the property, did not want to nmaintain it
in any way. The town at |east was -- the
county was at least willing to maintain it.

It's nmy understanding that there
coul d not be any possi bl e environnent al
probl enms that existed that occurred between
1983 and the present, since nothing has been
done in the land other than to clear sone |and
when it becones a hazard.

So | can't say with certainty, but
that's the understanding that | have.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
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Senat or .

M. President, if the Senator would
yi el d for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
DeFranci sco, do you vyield?

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: I m ght have
put the cart before the horse, Senator,
because what | think | really should have
asked, M. President, was if there was any
particul ar reason why the county didn't
devel op the | and.

That doesn't inhibit ny vote at
all, because if it's been there for 18 years,
certainly if the Town of Van Buren would |ike
to take a shot at developing the land, if it's
certainly fine with the county and the town,
it's fine with ne.

But | guess I'mjust -- | guess
that's why | wondered why the township didn't
turn the land into sone parkland or for sone
recreational use.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Vell, the
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county had the property, so the town has been
unable to do that up to this point in tine.

If this | egislation passes, the town can
undertake i nprovenents to nmake this a
recreational area.

The county has given us the reason
that they haven't done anything is they don't
think that this is a priority and they don't
have the resources to nake this a priority.

And so the town, since the property
is very valuable to the town, is willing to

undertake that responsibility.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any

ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?
Heari ng none, debate is closed.
There is a honme rul e nessage at the
desk.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Cal | the
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roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO M.
President, may we go back to Cal endar Nunber
793, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read Cal endar 793.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
793, by Menber of the Assenbly Gottfried,
Assenbly Print Nunber 7494A, an act to amend
Chapter 725 of the Laws of 1989.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Sewar d, an expl anation has been requested by
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

This bill before us sinply extends
a supplenental financial assistance for
hospi ce care of persons with special needs in

the Medicaid program It's due to expire on
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July 1 of this year, and this would extend it

for another two-year period, to July 1, 2003.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor will yield for a
questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Seward, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Senat or
Seward, |I'd ask you the same question | asked
Senat or Hannon earlier.

As part of the extender, in the
prior bill that we had passed was there a
report to be produced by the Conm ssioners of
Heal th and Social Services to detail the
ci rcunst ances under whi ch the suppl enent al
fi nanci al assi stance program for hospice care
shoul d conti nue?

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, there is.

There will be a report nade by the
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Conmi ssi oner of Health and Social Services to
the chairs of the Senate and Assenbly Standing
Conmittees on Health and Soci al Services,

whi ch basically will evaluate the provisions

of the supplenmental financial assistance

program
SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, if Senator Seward will continue
to yield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or,

do you continue to yield?

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Did the
Commi ssi oner of Health and the Conm ssioner of
Soci al Services produce the report that was
due on or before January 1, 20017

SENATOR SEWARD: M. President,
that report has yet to be forthcom ng.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President. Just briefly on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Dol I'i nger, on the bill.
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SENATOR DOLLI NGER: As a fanous
presi dent once said, here we go again.

This is another instance where we
have asked our conmm ssioners to prepare a
report, in this case a report to the Senate
and the Assenbly on the cost-effectiveness,
the financial status of hospices, the inpact
on patient care, including the inpact on
institutionalization, reconmendations for
nodi fications and such other matters as may be
appropriate in our hospice care programin
this state.

By law, we said to the
Conmi ssi oners of Social Services and Health:
Gve us a report. Tell us what we need to
know to determ ne whether this programis a
success and a worthwhile investnent for New
Yor kers.

No report. | would suggest, M.
President, that this is part of what I
consider to be a very disturbing trend. For
some reason, the conmi ssioners don't believe
t hey have any obligation to follow the | aw
When we say "G ve us a report,” their reaction

is: W don't really need to do that. The
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Legi slature will enact the program again. The
Legi slature will continue the program whet her
we produce the report or not.

| woul d suggest, M. President,
what we need to do is to tell the
conmi ssioners and this adm nistration that
this Legislature is not sinply going to stand
as a rubber stanp for the continuation of
t hese prograns but, instead, we're going to
require reports and an anal ysis of these
prograns before we extend them

I"'mwilling to do it in this
i nstance upon the reconmendati on of the
conmi ssioner -- or the chair of the Insurance
Committee, but this is a disturbing | ack of
conpliance with this adm nistration and the
will of this Legislature. 1It's an alarm ng
trend.

As | think | said at the hast
Heal th Commttee neeting, there are 32
exanpl es we've found of prograns that are up
to expire, set to expire that we've been asked
to extend by the admi nistration on the second
floor for which we have never received a

report on the effectiveness of the program
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| think the adm nistration is
dropping the ball, and I think we should send
a nmessage to the Comm ssioner of Health and
t he Conmmi ssioner of Social Services that we
nmean what we say. Wien we ask for a report
detailing the effectiveness of these prograns,
we ought to get it before we act.

I think we're shirking our
responsibilities if we continue to do this.
And | think it's an alarm ng |ack of
informati on fromthe adm nistration about how
t hese prograns are worKki ng.

I"mgoing to vote for it in this
case, upon the recomrendati on of the chairman
of the Insurance Conmttee. But the trend is
di sturbi ng and apparently only getting worse,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?

Heari ng none, debate is closed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

806, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 3517, an
act to amend the State Finance Law, in
relation to matchi ng funds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Seward, an expl anation has been requested of
Cal endar 806 by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR SEWARD: M. President,
this legislation would | ower from 50 percent
to 25 percent the match that is required for
| oans made t hrough the Energency Services
Revol ving Loan Fund. And it would al so
elimnate a provision which prohibits other
state funds to be used for the sanme purpose.

The Energency Servi ces Revol vi ng
Loan Fund is adnministered by the Departnent of
State. It's been very, very helpful to a
nunber of our fire departnments, energency
squads, and the Iike who provide energency

services to the citizens of our state. And
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this loan fund provides themw th | ow cost

fi nancing options to purchase the fire

appar atus, equi pnent, and all of the things
that are necessary for themto carry out their
i mportant worKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
this is certainly very inportant equi prment for
which the loan fund is being increased. |If
Senat or Seward woul d yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Seward, do you yield?

SENATOR SEWARD: Certainly, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, is
there currently a surplus in the Enmergency
Servi ces Revol ving Loan Fund that woul d
accomodat e this kind of request?

SENATOR SEWARD: M. President,
there currently is not a surplus in the
revolving loan fund. But there's no question

that once we conplete action on a state
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budget, that |I'mvery hopeful that we as a
Legi slature will add some additional nonies to
this revol ving | oan fund.

In fact, our Senate budget
resol uti on suggests that this house is on
record as supporting an additional $4 mllion
be added to this fund. $13 mllion has been
appropriated to date, and nore than
$19 mllion has actually gone out in the form
of | oans.

Because of the revolving nature of
the fund we're able to, as the |l oans are paid
off, able to reissue those funds in the form
of additional loans. And that is all in
addition to what new funds we appropriate each
year.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
if Senator Seward would yield for another
questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Seward, do you yield?

SENATOR SEWARD: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, from
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a policy standpoint |I'mjust concerned that
projects that are as worthy as the one that
brings us to this discussion m ght be | ost
because if we were to increase the state match
under the revolving | oan fund, there m ght be
a point in which we exhaust the resources and
so other, certainly worthy causes woul d be
mtigated by the fact that we don't have the
funds to really support themin the future.

So that was why | asked you if
there was a surplus there. M concern is that
in an attenpt to accomodate the issue that
bri ngs us here today, sone of the energency
nmedi cal equi pnent and that type of thing, that
there m ght be other requests in the future
t hat woul d be reduced because we've spent up

all the noney by increasing the state natch to

75 percent.

So | just wanted to get fromyou an
under st andi ng of how that will not be the
case.

SENATOR SEWARD: vell, M.
President, the basis of the I egislation before
us is to assist the smaller, financially

hard- pressed fire departnents, emnergency
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squads, and those types of not-for-profit
entities that provide these energency
servi ces.

It's interesting to note, this
revol ving loan fund has issued 197 | oans. And
of that 197 |oans, a full 108 of those have
been | oaned to conpani es or nunicipalities
with an operation budget of |ess than
$100, 000.

And so when we're tal king about
| oaning to such small departnents and
municipalities that are attenpting to purchase
a piece of fire apparatus that nmay be -- a
quarter of a mllion dollars is nothing when
it conmes to this type of equipnment in this day
and age.

And what this legislation will do
will be to give the revolving | oan fund board
the flexibility to work with these
muni ci palities by, nunber one, increasing to
75 percent of the total cost of the project,
to let themhave the ability to actually nake
t he purchase of the apparatus or equi prent,
and, in addition to that, allow themto seek

ot her state funds to make up the difference.
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So we're really trying to assi st
those smaller departnments. And | think it's
i ncunbent upon this Legislature to do exactly
that through the passage of this bill and,
when we do a budget, to nake sure that there
are sufficient funds there to assist these
har d- pressed departnents through additiona
appropri ations.

| certainly support that, and I'm

sure that it has bipartisan support in this

house.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: The proposal

has support from ne.

Certainly sone of the snaller
conpani es and those areas are exactly where
the flexibility of the board will conme into
play. Particularly, as Senator Seward points
out, when you have fire apparatus or something
that can run a | arge anount of noney and by
whi ch they now have greater |atitude to expand

the coverage of the state nmatch to 75 percent
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from 50.

But | hope that Senator Seward's
feelings on this will be renmenbered in the
budget process. Because without the
resources, then | think the point that | was
maki ng earlier would actually conme to the
fore. And that is specifically that we
woul dn't want the flexibility to lead to a
situation where, when you back-1oad proposal s,
we wi Il have those types of requests cone in
in the future and don't have the resources to
nmeet them

Assum ng that's not the case, |l

vote for the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO M. President,
will the sponsor yield to a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Seward, do you yield for a question?
SENATOR SEWARD: Yes, M.
Presi dent .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ONORATO Senat or Sewar d,
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Senat or Paterson rai sed one of the questions
that | was concerned with, that by increasing
t he amendnment from50 to 75 percent, that it
may prohi bit other conpanies fromopting into
t he program because they may have exhausted
all of the funds.

But under the current proposal that
you are proposing, prior to this here, if they
were receiving sone formof state aid, that
they could not apply for any other state
noni es.

Has this now been changed, that in
spite of the fact that they may be receiving
addi tional funds froma particular state aid,
that they will no | onger be prohibited from
receiving further aid from another state
entity?

SENATOR SEWARD: M. President,
under the provisions of the bill before us, we
woul d be maki ng that change.

Currently, if a departnent is
receiving other state funds in any form then
t hey woul d be prohibited fromreceiving a | oan
fromthe revolving loan fund. This bill would

take away that prohibition and allow themto
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not only borrow noney through the revol ving
| oan fund, but also to apply for and to
receive other state funds to assist in the
purchase of the item which they seek to
pur chase.
SENATOR ONORATC Thank you,
Senator. | think that it's a very good bill,
and | think that we shoul d make these ot her
conpani es aware of this particular change,
that they will have other sources that they
can apply to.
Il will be supporting the bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any
ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

813, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 4208A,
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an act to amend the Environnental Conservation
Law, in relation to matching grants.

SENATOR OPPENHEI MVER
Expl anati on, please.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN:
Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, an expl anati on has been requested of
Cal endar 813.

SENATOR BALBONI : Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

This bill is essentially a bil
that attenpts to continue a source of funding
for a programthat has been very successful in
cont ai ni ng nonpoi nt source pollution.

Essentially, what the bill would do
is -- well, first off, nonpoint source
pol | uti on associated with storm water
di scharges has been identified as a nmajor
cause of water quality inmpairnent -- i.e.,
pollution -- in New York State and throughout
t he nati on.

Moni es fromthe EPF have been
assisting nmunicipalities in attenpting to get

nmore of these stormdrains built. A recent
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change has required that nunicipalities permt
t hese operations. That is, before they begin
them they nust apply for a permt.

The problemis that when you change
the requirenent that these stormdrains nust
be permtted, you now nake themineligible for
the funding that they had previously received,
therefore, denying nunicipalities of another
stream of revenue to help offset the costs
associated with these types of facilities.

This bill would allow the
muni ci palities, notw thstanding the permtting

requirenents, to continue to receive this

f undi ng.
And that is all she wote.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR BALBON : O he wote.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Qppenhei ner .
SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: If the good

Senat or woul d yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, do you yield for a question?
SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.

Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: [''m
listening intently to what you said, and |
think I probably know the answer to this
because of what you said, though I'm not
absolutely certain. So let nme phrase it.

The Environnental Protection Fund
was not designed to fund mandatory
envi ronnental conpliance projects. They have
been funded al ways by the EFC. Now, why -
why can't -- you said because now we are goi ng
to be requiring permts, that it no | onger can
be funded under the EFC, it has to be under
the EPF. Why? Just because we require that
there be a permt before they inprove the

storm wat er systenf

SENATOR BALBONI : M. President,
t hrough you. In way of response, Senator
Qppenhei nmer, actually, | -- if | indicated

that there was another source of funding

wi thout this particular piece of |egislation
for these permtted facilities, | m sspoke.
There is no funding if we don't pass this

bill, fromany system
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That is because these types of
facilities were previously funded under the
Envi ronnent al -

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Facilities.

SENATOR BALBON : -

Facilities -
SENATOR OPPENHEI MER

Cor por at i on.

SENATOR BALBON : What' s the nane
of it?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: EFC

SENATOR BALBON : No, it's EPF

They were originally funded under EPF

If we don't pass this bill, they
will not be eligible for funding under the
EPF, because of the requirenent that these
types of facilities are now permtted. In
ot her words, you have to get a permt before
you build them

Now, | asked the very sane
question: Wy does that technical change
result in the lack of funding? And | was told
that that is because traditionally, and
perhaps it's a historical hangover, these -

once you say to sonebody or to an organi zation
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or to a group "You nust receive a permt,"
then traditionally that has indicated that
there's an industrial conponent or a
profit-maki ng conponent of the individuals
seeking to get into the program Once you
have a profit-mking conponent, then you don't
need fundi ng.

So here we have an aberrati on.
There's no industrial comunity seeking storm
drains. They're nmunicipal. Minicipalities
don't make profits. So it is outside our
experi ence.

However, there is a precedent.
Under a bill that Senator Kuhl passed through
the Water Resources Conmmittee -- as you know,
which I chair -- |ast year, CAFGs -- which
again | have to check what it stands for -
Concentrated Ani nal Feedi ng Operati ons were
gi ven the exenption to be pernitted
facilities, permtted operations, and yet
still receive the funding.

And so what we're doing here is
we' re taking the CAFO nodel and we're applying
it to the municipal stormdrain program under

this funding stream A tad technical
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SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: No. | nean
yes.

But if | may ask anot her question,
t hrough you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, do you yield for another question?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: This is to
fund nonpoint source pollution. It is alnost

never industrial.

SENATOR BALBONI : That's correct.
SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: You said
because it was now i ndustrial -- because

normally it's industry -

SENATOR BALBONI : No, no, no,
meant -- I'msorry. M. President, through
you, may | just correct a statenent that |
made before. If | were in court, |I'd say
"Strike that, please keep the follow ng."

H storically, when operations,
activities under the environnental -- in the

envi ronnental area have required permts, the
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fact that they require pernmts makes them
ineligible for funding. Because
traditionally, activities that are regul at ed,
to the extent that they are required to be
permtted, have an industrial conponent to
them or industrial notivation, incentive.
Therefore, they nmake profits. Therefore, why
woul d you give theman incentive to do it?
Now we have a situation that does
not fall into that classification. W now
have a situation where it is primarily a
muni ci pal operation. But now we're requiring
that they be permtted in addition. So
therefore, the permtting process that would
normal ly apply to an industrial application
now applies to a municipal one. Hence the
need for the change in the |egislation.
SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thi s has
i nspired an additional question.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, do you yield for another question?
SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Actual ly,

a
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few questi ons.

SPEDES permts, which were al ways
required for industrial waste disposal in the
water, is totally separate from nonpoi nt
source, which is this. Now, this |egislation,
are you telling ne that in the past we did not
have any fundi ng avail abl e for nonpoint source
pol | uti on?

This may be a bit boring for nost
people. I'Il tell you why it's good for ne.

SENATOR BALBON : M. President,
t hrough you. A SPEDES permt applies to point
source pol lution.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Poi nt
source, right.

SENATOR BALBON : These are
nonpoi nt source pollution operations. And
therefore, that's why this is a separate and
di stinct situation fromthe SPEDES.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Oh, |
under st and t hat.

What the question was -- |'II| just
reiterate. Did we have funding for nonpoint
source pollution in the past comng fromthe

state to municipalities?
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SENATOR BALBONI : Yes.
SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: And t hat
noney di d not cone down through this stream

which is the EPF, it always cane down under

EFC

SENATOR BALBON : No, it cane
from EPF.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: It did cone
from EPF.

SENATOR BALBON : It came from
EPF.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Ckay.
Well, then, | have a question, if the Senator
will yield again.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or

Bal boni, do you vyiel d?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: How | ar ge
is the nonagricul tural point source EPF
account currently funded at? And do you
expect the account to be very nuch increased

now t hat we have these additional requirements
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made on the fund?

SENATOR BALBON : M. President,
allow nme to be specific. Senator, the
| egi sl ati on does not create any new
opportunities for funding. It rather
continues the availability of funding for
projects that woul d ot herwi se have been funded
had there not been this permtting
requirenent.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Ckay. Now,
| see that there are -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Oppenhei mer, do you wi sh the sponsor to
continue to yield?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Do you
yi el d, Senator Bal boni ?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: VWi ch
entities are currently not able to access EPF
funding for this nonpoint source and they're

going to now be nade eligible? You say that
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there are 225 entities that will now be com ng
inin the course of the next year for this
funding. Wich of these new entities?

SENATOR BALBON : M. President,
i nformati on that m ght be hel pful in your
del i berations on this piece of |egislation,
Senator, is the fact that in the budget
resol uti on adopted by this house there's an
additional $4 mllion appropriated for these
types of projects to help neet the funding
requi renents of these projects, particularly
if this bill passes.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thank you,
Senator. One nore question, if you wll
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Bal boni, do you vyiel d?

SENATOR BALBON : Yes, | do, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: | have sone
t roubl e understandi ng why a school district -
or | can understand, | guess, al nost

everything but a school district. Wy would a
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school district be able to come in for the
nonpoi nt source when it is the nunicipality or
the sewer district or other entities? \Were
woul d a school district fit into this?

SENATOR BALBONI : l'"msorry, M.
President, through you. Wuld you care to
point to the reference that says "schoo
district"?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Ckay, so
there wasn't a specific reference. Al right.
Sonmeone had told nme that. Ckay. Excellent.

SENATOR BALBON : M. President,
through you, it is ny information that this
applies to stormdrains built by
municipalities. To the extent that a schoo

district would build a stormdrain, they m ght

be eligible. | do not know.
SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: It does
say -- | thought | saw "school districts.”
SENATOR BALBON : Yeah. \Where?
SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Vel |,

supervisory district also. But it does say
"school district.”
SENATOR BALBON : Oh, okay.
SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: And from ny
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know edge, it is a municipality or a sewer
district that controls the devel opnent of
storm wat er drains.

SENATOR BALBON : I n other words,
you're referring to line 6 of the first page
of the bill, as to the reference.

That definition of "rmunicipality"
tracks the definition of "nunicipality" used
t hr oughout | aw.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Uh- huh.
kay. Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR BALBONI : You're very
wel cone.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: On the
bill.

The reason | was pursuing this so
closely is because | think ny village is
probably nonpoi nt source pollution capital of
New York State. And -- yes, it's very sad
And we have done nany things to try and bring
this under control.

Because our harbor now, where we
have a beach and lovely facilities for our
community, has been closed to swmmng. This

will be its second or third year that it wll
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be closed to swimring. And it is not so much
poi nt source but nonpoint source. And it is
an i ssue of grave concern.

W have snoke-tested houses so that
we see where those houses that originally were
supposed to, of course, be tied in with their
gutters and | eaders into their storm water
system have indeed tied their gutters and
| eaders with the rai nwater flow ng through
into their sanitary systens, because it is
closer to the house and so therefore the cost
IS not so severe.

We're | ooking for all the help we
can get. It's not just my particular village,
but al so the whol e drai nage area that cones
down to our sewer treatnent plant.

So this is an inportant source of
funding, and we will be pursuing it. And
t hank you for explaining to ne the changes
that were necessary to continue the funding.

"1l be voting yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: Any
ot her Senator wish to be heard on the bill?

Debate is cl osed.

Read the | ast secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

822, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 4057, an
act to anmend the Not-for-Profit Corporation
Law, in relation to allow ng.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Mazi arz, an explanati on has been requested of
Cal endar 822 by Senator Paterson.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

This bill would anmend the
Not-for-Profit Corporation Law to allow the
Sout h Lockport Vol unteer Fire Conpany to
appoi nt nore than 45 percent of its nenbers
fromoutside the town of Lockport.

The town of Lockport is inmediately

adjacent to the city of Lockport. And
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al t hough the South Lockport Volunteer Fire
Conmpany has no town residents on its waiting
list who are requesti ng nenbershi p, they have
several residents fromthe city of Lockport
who are requesting to join the volunteer fire
service but are prohibited from doing so by
the Not-for-Profit Corporation Law.

This particul ar piece of
| egi sl ati on woul d exenpt the South Lockport
Vol unteer Fire Conpany fromthat particul ar
restriction.

And | mght add that since 1998,
several volunteer fire conpanies within the
State of New York -- I'Il just nention a
couple, M. President. Mechanicstown and
Goodwi I | Fire Departnments in Orange County,
the Jericho Fire District in Nassau, the
Orangeburg Fire District in Rockland County,
and North Castle South District Nunber One in
West chester County have all been granted
simlar exenptions by |egislation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
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| hope that Senator Maziarz's birthday that he

cel ebrated Friday was satisfactory, because

t he expl anation was certainly satisfactory.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any

ot her Senator w sh to be heard on the bill?
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or McCee.

SENATOR McGEE: M. President,
woul d you pl ease | ay aside for the day
Cal endar Nunbers 505 and 966.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Cal endars 505 and 966 will be laid aside for
t he day.

SENATOR McGEE: If we could
return now to reports of standing comrttees,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: O der of
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reports of standing conmttees.
SENATOR McCGEE: | believe there's

a conmmittee report fromthe Rules Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT WMEI ER: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,

fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 84, by Senat or
Hof f mann, an act to amend the Penal Law.

1133, by Senator Alesi, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

1342, by Senator Sal and, an act to
amend the Crim nal Procedure Law.

2121, by Senator Kuhl, an act to
amend the Education Law.

2205A, by Senator Santiago, an act
authorizing the City of New York.

2519, by Senator Kuhl, an act to
amend the Environnmental Conservation Law.

3374, by Senator Alesi, an act to
anmend the Retirenent and Social Security Law.

4216, by Senator Seward, an act to
anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

4512, by Senator Johnson, an act to
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amend the Crim nal Procedure Law.

4722, by Senator Velella, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

4723, by Senator Velella, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

5308, by Senator A Smth, an act
authorizing the City of New York

And 5313, by Senator Vol ker, an act
to anend the Penal Law and the Correction Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR McCGEE: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Al 'l
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

SENATOR McGEE: M. President, is
t here any nore housekeeping at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
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bills on the Rules Cormittee report will be
sent directly to third reading.

W have sone notions, | believe,
Senat or .

Senat or Fuschill o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Meier, on page
nunber 61, | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 915, Senate Print Nunmber 4094,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Thank
you, Senator. The anmendnent is received and
adopted, and the bill will retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Marcel lino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you
M. President.

On page nunber 23, | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 466,
Senate Print Nunber 4022, and ask that said
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
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anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill will retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Mor ahan.

SENATOR MORAHAN: M. President,
on page 22, | offer the follow ng anmendnents

to Cal endar 451, Senate Bill 4023, and | ask
that the bill retain its place on Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
anmendnents are received and adopted, and the
bill will retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or McCee.

SENATOR McGEE: Is there any
further housekeeping at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: That is
all that we have at the desk, Senator

SENATOR McGEE: There being no
further business, | nove we adjourn until
Wednesday, May 30th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
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Wednesday, May 30th, at 11:00 a.m
(Wher eupon, at 4:30 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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