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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited

the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of

clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Sat urday, February 3rd, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of
Friday, February 2nd, was read and approved.
On notion, Senate adjourned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO On behal f of
Senat or Bal boni, on page 8 | offer the
foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber 36,
Senate Print Nunber 853, and ask that said
bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Thank you.

Agai n on behal f of Senator Bal boni,
on page nunber 8 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 43, Senate Print
Nunber 858, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered,
Senat or .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Conmittee in the Majority Conference
Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could take
up the noncontroversial cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
15, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 208, an
act to amend the Penal Law and the Crim nal
Procedure Law, in relation to term of
i mpri sonment .

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de, Senator.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
29, by Senat or Goodman, Senate Print 662, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
concurrent and consecutive ternms of
i mpri sonment .

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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secti on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay t hat
asi de, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
34, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 851, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
i ncreasing the crimnal penalties.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 37.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

41, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 781,
an act to repeal Title 17 of Article 23 of the
Envi ronnental Conservation Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 37.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

53, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 404, an
act to amend the Social Services Law, in
relation to charging of a fee or other form of
conpensati on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

Senat or Kuhl, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR KUHL: Coul d we have a

controversial reading of the cal endar now.

THE PRESI DENT: VW may.

SENATOR KUHL: Thank you very
much.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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15, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 208, an
act to amend the Penal Law and the Crim nal
Procedure Law, in relation to term of
i mpri sonment .

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Vol ker,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR KUHL: Lay that bil
asi de tenporarily.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
29, by Senat or Goodman, Senate Print 662, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
concurrent and consecutive ternms of
i mpri sonment .

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

SENATOR KUHL: Lay that bil
asi de tenporarily, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de tenporarily.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
53, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 404, an
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act to amend the Social Services Law, in
relation to charging of a fee or other form of
conpensati on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

SENATOR KUHL: Lay the bill aside
tenporarily, Madam President.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de tenporarily, Senator.

SENATOR KUHL: And woul d you
return to -

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
wi || read Cal endar Nunber 29.

SENATOR KUHL: Correct. Thank
you.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
29, by Senat or Goodman, Senate Print 662, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
concurrent and consecutive ternms of
i mpri sonment .

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,

pl ease.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR GOODMAN: Thi s
| egislation relates to the problem of rape and
serial rapists, who unfortunately have been
runni ng ranmpant in New York City, certain
parts of it in particular. And it seeks to
i npose a different type of penalty than the
| aw now provi des.

Specifically, not just a single
sentence for an individual rape or a
conbi nati on of the sanme which would run
concurrently, but, rather, sentences that
woul d be run consecutively so that it would be
possible to hold a rapist for a nore extended
period of time in the event of conviction.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, would Senator Goodman yield for a
questi on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan,

do you yiel d?

SENATOR GOODMAN: Yes, | wll.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senat or, do
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t he consecutive sentences apply for the actua
first incident, or is this something that
occurs after a second charge; in other words,
after there have been nultiple charges?

SENATOR GOODIVAN: If a rapist is
involved in nmultiple rapes, the answer is it
woul d apply to the first instance. The notion
being that a series of rapes are nore

significantly puni shable than a single rape.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, if Senator Goodman will continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you

continue to yield?

SENATOR GOODMAN: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, and to Senator Goodman.

My question, Madam President,
relates to a hypothetical that I want to offer
to Senator Goodnman, whereby an individual has
been arrested after a long investigation for a
series of rapes, say ten. Wuld the

| egi slation apply in that particular case?
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SENATOR GOODIVAN: To a person who
all egedly commtted ten rapes or who was
convi cted of ten rapes?

SENATOR PATERSON: A person who
was convi ct ed.

SENATOR GOODIVAN: Absol utely,
sir, it would, yes.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, if Senator Goodman woul d conti nue
to yield.

SENATOR GOODMAN: Yes, | wll,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Senat or Paterson, you nmay proceed.

SENATOR PATERSON: Then, Senat or,
what |'munderstanding is that this is not the
same as a kind of predicate felon situation.
This is a situation that relates to the acts
and separates them because of the nmultiple
pain that the perpetrator has inflicted, and
that that the public policy of your
| egislation is that there has been even
greater suffering in the nultiple factor of
t he nunber of crines that were conmtted.

SENATOR GOODIVAN: That plus the
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concept that clearly relates to this type of a
def endant who has been convicted of a series
of crimes perpetrated agai nst a nunber of
i ndividuals, thus creating a very great danger
that this individual, if pernmtted to serve a
concurrent sentence, would be rel eased nuch
sooner than the seriousness of the crinme would
war r ant .

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Madam President, on the bill

| find the Senator's -

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: | find the
Senator's explanation to be satisfactory.

However, there are two | earned
col | eagues, Senator Duane and Senat or
Mont gonery, who had consi derabl e questi ons on
this legislation to the effect that they voted
in the negative |last year. They are both
tenporarily out of the chanber on other
busi ness. Perhaps they will be able to
expl ain for thensel ves better than I can what
their concerns are.

But I would |ike to make record of

the fact that these two Senators voted in the
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negative on this legislation |ast year.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 38.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

15, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 208, an
act to amend the Penal Law and the Crim nal
Procedure Law, in relation to term of
i mpri sonment .

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Vol ker,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR VOLKER: Madam Pr esi dent,
this bill, which has been around since 1995,
is what | call a "three tinmes and you're out"
bill.

What it does is that for people who

have already conmtted two violent felony
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of fenses, if they conmit a third violent
fel ony of fense, those two becone predicate
felonies and the person is subject to a
sentence of 25 years to life.

It is interesting, very quickly, as
| was going through the neno on this, |
realized that this is a 1995 nmeno that talks
about "each day our court dockets are filled
with greater and greater nunbers of cases,"”
and it goes on to talk about we can't find a
way to bring down violent crinme. Well, we
have.

In fact, at the hearing today we
poi nted out we have had the greatest decline
inviolent crine in this state's history.
We're having right now the greatest decline in
inmates in nodern history. Nobody can ever
remenber anything like it.

And | happen to believe -- and I
think there's a series of reasons why that is
happening in this state, way beyond what's
happening in other states. And certainly the
Governor has to be commended, because it's
since he took office that this has begun to

happen, and this Legislature, which has passed
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all sorts of legislation to deal with that.

This bill, which was introduced
during the period just as we began to get
tough here -- let's never forget that in the
1970s, we began to forget about what brought
us where we were. We brought down penalties
in many areas and forgot what was going on in
the crimnal justice system

At any rate, what this bill does,
it's a persistent violent felony offense
programthat says on the third -- and
renenber, these are people who are pretty bad
people. They already had to have commtted
two violent felony offenses, which neans they
had to be in jail for a considerable period of
time. Because under any circunstances, they
certainly would go to jail for at |east sone
time.

So this is the third tine. |f they
commt a very serious crine, they would be
subject to 25 years to life. The bill also
limts plea bargaining in violent felony
of fense cases.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam

Pr esi dent .
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.
SENATOR PATERSON: I f ny
di sti ngui shed col | eague, Senator Vol ker, woul d

yield for a few questions.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR VOLKER: Certainly.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, you
have rather clearly and cogently stated the
reasons for why we have to have mandatory
mnimuns.  What |''masking you is, what is the

justification for doubling the nandatory

m nimum from 12 years to 25 years -- nore than
doubling it -- when there's been an increase
incrime and -- well, 1'Il ask you that and
then 1'Il go to another question.

SENATOR VOLKER: Decrease in
crine.

SENATOR PATERSON: |'"msorry, a

decrease in crine.
SENATOR VOLKER: That's the
questi on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.
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SENATOR VOLKER: | just wanted
to -- I knew what you were saying, so -- well,
| think the answer is that yes, there has been
a decrease in crinme.

But it's ny belief and the belief
of, I think, many in the crimnal justice
systemthat a prine reason for the decrease in
crinme is that we have got off the streets so
many of the people who are repetitive violent
fel ony of fenders.

And what this bill does is it takes
repetitive violent felony offenders -- and
remenber, these are not mnor felons,
obvi ously. These are people that have
previ ously been convicted. Probably, if they
were convicted twi ce of violent felony
of fenses, they probably have 25 or 30 arrests.
Because that's the normal type of situation.
And now they're arrested again, after com ng
out of jail, for another violent felony
of f ense.

And the question is, what do you do
then with a person who is already in a
situation? And the answer is the third tine,

you're out, you go to jail for a period of a
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m ni nrum of 25 years.

So | think the answer to that is
yeah, crinme is down, but | think a major
reason why crinme is down is because we're
sendi ng these type of people to jail. And I
think this is a deterrent to those kinds of
peopl e who would realize if they conmt
anot her one of these offenses, they're going
to jail for a long tine.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senat or .

Madam Presi dent, if -

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: I f the Senator

woul d yield for another question.

SENATOR VOLKER: Sure.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senator, |
don't nmean this facetiously, | really nean it

rather seriously. Wuldn't it be possible to
argue both ends of the sword? |If crinme had
gone up, then that would be a good reason to
say we need to increase the sentences nore; if

crime goes down, we say, well, it's working,
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so we need to do it some nore.

SENATOR VOLKER: Yeah, | think
you coul d nake that argunent. Except that |
think this is the type of situation that seens
to be working.

Now, the argunent, for instance, on
drug offenses is that mnor drug offenses -
the argunent is that too many of them are
going to jail. None of this in the violent
felony offense area relates to any of these
m nor people. We're talking the very serious
peopl e.

Wien | was a police officer, we
used to say if you could put a high percentage
of professional burglars in jail and keep them
there for along tine, the burglary rate in
this state would go down.

W did, it's happened, the burglary
rate went down dramatically after we put a | ot
of professional burglars in jail for a |long
period of time. W increased the penalties,
judges started getting tougher and so forth.

So ny argunent is -- | think the
argurment of a lot of people is that although

it is very arguable that since the crine rate
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is generally down and the serious offenses are
down that on the |ower scale, very possibly,
that we can consider sone situations where we
can do treatnent and things |like that.

But in the areas of the very
vi ol ent people, the best thing to do with
those people is to get themoff the streets

and get themoff the streets as |ong as

possi bl e.
SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
Presi dent -
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.
SENATOR PATERSON: -- on the
bill.
THE PRESI DENT: On the bill,

Senator. You nay proceed.

SENATOR PATERSON: | have been
per suaded over the years by this argunment, and
particularly as it's articul ated by Senator
Vol ker, whose approach to things is very lucid
and is very reasonabl e.

And | think that in spite of the
fact that | probably voted against this
| egi sl ati on when Senator Vol ker first tried to

implement it, | think that upon hindsight,
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with the distinct advantage of hindsight, |
can see the purpose for it, and | guess it's
borne out by the facts that Senator Vol ker's
certainly cited.

But | don't see a great deal of
information that tells nme that |lowering a
m ni nrum sentence -- or raising the tine of a
m ni nrum sentence from 20 years to 25 years is
acconpl i shing that rmuch good. | don't know
t hat people who come out of prison after 20
years go back to the sane types of crines that
they were comm tting before they went there.

There certainly is a cel ebrated age
at which crimnals seemto age out, that they
just don't seemto commt the sanme types of
crimes. And | think that we've reached that
threshol d and that we're overextendi ng what
may have been sone very good |egislation at a
particul ar period of tine.

Senat or Vol ker and those who
suggested it are to be commended. | voted for
a bill last week by Senator Skel os which
approxi mat es the nunber of acts that would
ignite the threshold of this kind of public

protection. But in this case, it's just
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extending the tine. And I think we've got the
time at a pretty good length as it is now.

So | would recommend a no vote on
this legislation, in spite of the fact that
previ ous | egislation seens to be borne out by
sone statistical data. | don't see the
statistical data when it conmes to what people
do 15, 20, 25 years into a m ninmum sentence
when they' re rel eased.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Number 15 are
Senat ors Connor, Duane, Hassell-Thonpson,

Mont gonery, Paterson, and Santiago. Ayes, 50.

Nays, 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
President. | was hoping | could have
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unani nous consent to vote in the negative on
Cal endar Nunber 29.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, you are recorded as voting in the
negati ve on Cal endar 29, Senator.

Senat or Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Yes, Madam

Pr esi dent . | would |ike unani nous consent to

be recorded in the negative on Cal endar 29.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, you are so recorded as voting in
t he negative on Cal endar 29.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
53, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 404, an
act to amend the Social Services Law, in
relation to the charging of a fee or other
form of conpensati on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os,

an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam

Pr esi dent .

This | egislation would increase the

penalties for selling a child for noney or
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ot her things of value to an E felony for the
first offense and a D felony for a subsequent
of f ense.

Currently, the lawis a Cass A
m sdenmeanor for the first offense and an E
felony for the second.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam

President, would Senator Skelos yield for a

question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR SKELGCS: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,

Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: You know what ,
Madam President? Tell Senator Skel os that
when | think of a question, whenever it is, |
want himto yield. But for now, I'll let the
proceedi ngs go forward.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.
SENATOR SKELCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

if we could return to reports of standing

commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk. | ask that it be
read.

THE PRESI DENT: Reports of

standi ng com ttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
following bill direct to third reading:

Senate Print 2102, by Senator
Goodman, an act to anmend the Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
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the report of the Rules Conmittee.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: No.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Nay, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: The Rul es report
i s accept ed.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

could we take up the Rul es report.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
80, by Senat or Goodman, Senate Print 2102, an

act to anend the Tax Law, in relation to

enabling a city of one mllion or nore.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Expl anati on.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodman,

an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR GOODIVAN: Madam
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President, this bill seeks to respond to the
very serious problemof increased fuel oil and
gas prices as they apply in the Gty of New
Yor k.

The attenpt to provide this relief
is in the formof a tax forgiveness which
woul d be for a 60-day period upon action by
the City Council, applying both to heating oi
and to natural gas.

The cost to the City of New York
woul d be $8 mllion for the heating oi
portion of this bill and $16 mllion for the
gas portion.

May | say that an attenpt has been
made -- this has been introduced at the
request of the mayor of the City of New York
who sought to obtain approval of the other
house by inclusion of a clause relating to the
natural gas portion of this bill. But
unfortunately, having nade that concession,

' m advi sed that the other house still does
not wish to pass it in this formbut rather in
a formwhich woul d not have the 60-day |imt
but, rather, an open-ended limt on the

i mposition of this tax holiday.
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Therefore, the effort being made by
the City of New York to relieve its citizens
of the onerous problemrelated to the hike in
the cost of gas and oil is one which may not
reach consunmmation by virtue of the inactivity
in the other house. But it's to be hoped that
they will realize the mayor's effort to
conprom se this issue and will act
accordi ngly.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Madam
President, would you please yield for a

question, Senator?

SENATOR GOCDIVAN: O course,
Senat or .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

You may proceed, Senator
Qppenhei ner .

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: ['m
questi oni ng why sone other counties are not
i ncluded. For exanple, | can speak for

West chester County. Qur gas bills are a
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little bit over double what they were | ast
year this tinme. 1'd Iike to know why
West chester wasn't included.

SENATOR GOODIVAN: Senator, |
reali ze the seriousness of what you say. But
may | say to you that as far as |'maware, the
City of New York sought this for its own
citizens and it was not applicable to other
counties. This is a single-purpose bil
relating strictly to the City of New York

And | cannot tell you about the other

counti es.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: | see. Al
right. Well, | certainly -- through you,
Madam President -- | certainly hope we can
draft a bill simlar to this -

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, are you

speaking on the bill?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: On the
bill.

| certainly hope we can draft
something simlar to this, if this receives
favorabl e response in the other house, that
coul d hel p sonme of those counties that have

been very severely inpacted by the increase in
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gas prices.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there is not,
Senat or .

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, | believe there's notice of a

proposed rul e change before the house that
|'"ve given notice of. Pursuant to a
stipulation, | believe, with the Majority in
our | ast session day, that notice was properly
given. And I'd |ike to address the anmendnent
of the rules right now.

I n addi ti on, Madam Presi dent -
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THE PRESI DENT: One m nute,
Senat or .

Senator, we have received the rules
proposal s. Under the new Senate rules, you
now have half an hour to discuss the proposed
rul es changes.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In addition, as a matter of
housekeeping, | believe | would also like to
hand up notice of two other rul es changes that
woul d be in order. And | would hand that up
at this time for tonorrow, which would notice
t hem for tonorrow.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
I woul d suggest that before we start handi ng
up and di scussing rul es changes, why don't we
conpl ete the discussion on the proposed rule
change. And then if Senator Dollinger w shes
to hand up ot her proposed rul es changes, |I'm
sure we woul d be happy to entertain them

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: That' s
perfectly acceptabl e, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
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Senat or Skel os.
You may proceed with your

hal f - an- hour maxi num

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you
very much.

Thi s proposed rul e change does two
things. It creates a new Senate conmmttee on
audi ovi sual coverage that will be made up of

four nenbers.

As many of the nenbers in the
house -- those who were here | ast week -
recall, we had nade two original proposals
with respect to the video broadcasting of the
affairs and proceedi ngs of the New York State
Senat e.

The first was to require the
Legi slative Library to nmaintain a storehouse
of vi deodi scs and vi deot apes of the
proceedi ngs, and the second was to create the
position of an official videographer, soneone
who woul d sit at the desk, as our stenographer
and our m crophone person now sit, and provide
for the recording of the affairs of the
Senat e.

We tal ked about how t hat could be
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done, we tal ked about the process of wring
this chanber, with its 19th century el egance,
and wiring it for the 21st century to all ow
t hat vi deo broadcasting to occur.

The proposal and the anmendnent
which is the subject of this proposed
anmendnent today would create the new Senate
comm ttee on audi ovi sual coverage, a
four-nmenber comittee -- two nenbers of the
Majority, two nmenbers of the Mnority -- that
woul d participate in ironing out the rul es of
how vi deot api ng woul d occur.

It is patterned after the Senate
Et hics Committee, which includes two nenbers
of the Majority and two nmenbers of the
Mnority as well as our colleagues fromthe
Assenbly in equal nunbers.

And it seens to nme it would
elimnate the one great danger that nenbers of
the house mght feel with respect to
vi deotapi ng, and that is that sonmehow
parti sanship woul d i nfl uence what appears in
our video broadcasts. It seens to ne the best
way to neutralize that tendency towards

parti sanshi p which occurs, frankly, in any

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




593

political body, especially one for which

el ections may be a once-every-two-year affair,
serious and conplicated, difficult

el ections -- the way to do that, the way to
root out that tendency towards partisanship is
to sinply bal ance the nenbership, as we

bal anced it on the Ethics Conm ssion.

To assure integrity in our ethics,
in the admnistration of the Ethics Law in
this state, we nade it truly bipartisan. It
seens to nme the sanme thing should be true
here, in order to ensure that the entire house
is properly and fairly represented in
vi deot ape proceedi ngs and vi deo broadcasti ng,
the easiest way to do it is sinply to allow
two Denocrats, two Republicans to sit on the
Senate conm ttee on audi ovi sual coverage of
the Senate. That would get us a | ong way down
the road to assuring that kind of bipartisan
nature of the broadcasts.

The second anendnment which is the
subj ect of the proposal today is a rule that
woul d amend Senate Rule VII to require the
Senate to video broadcast its proceedi ngs.

This is really the nub of the rule for which
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the other three portions that we've di scussed
previously are essential predicates, but this
is the rules change that really makes it work.

The State of New York is one of the
few states in the Northeast that doesn't
broadcast its proceedings in a video form As
| think I said | ast week -- and what actually
occurred in ny office, which I regard as an
interesting part of our new technol ogy -
because we audi o broadcast our proceedi ngs,
because we all ow people in the state to turn
on their conputers and go right to the Senate
website and get the audio feed through their
comput er, nenbers of ny staff were able to sit
in Rochester, New York, and talk to nme on the
t el ephone, and | got the stereophonic
equi val ent of Senator Markowi tz's speech in
support of video broadcasting.

| sat in the |obby and listened to
himlive, and they put the tel ephone up to the
audi o broadcast, and | was able to listen to
himon the tel ephone and listen to himlive at
the same tine.

The only drawback of that, of

course, was that there was no video
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presentation of Senator Markow tz's rather
fiery speech tal ki ng about the inportance of
vi deo broadcasting all of the Senate
proceedi ngs.

It seens to nme that the conpl enent
to that process is to sinply take what we now
see in pictures -- and, frankly, which any
menber of the gallery can now capture with
their eyes -- and we can neke that video
broadcast in reality and, in essence, allow
the 18% nmllion people that live in this state
to sit in the gallery of our parlor while we
debate the inportant parts of the state's
agenda.

Now, this roomright here is the
state's parlor. This is where, at least in
the Irish Catholic famly that | grew up in,
this is where the debates about the future of
the famly, the future of the country,
religion, everything was tal ked about in the
par | or.

W sit, by privilege of the people
who el ected us, in the parlor of New York in
its State Senate. We would allow 18 mllion

peopl e to have the potential to sit in our
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gall ery every single day and observe what we
do.

It seems to ne that nmuch as we're
now convi nced that video pictures, whether
they're transmtted around the world or around
our nei ghborhood, are an intelligent part of
our ability to make judgments about the world
outside, it seens to ne that people should
have the right to look into this parlor and
see what we debate, what we tal k about, what
i ssues we effectively present.

And our voters both in our hone
districts and around the state can nmake a
j udgnment about the validity of what we do, the
passi on of what we do, and the correctness of
critical public policy decisions that we make.

So | commend to the house both of
these rules changes. [It's ny view that these
rul es changes will open the door to
New Yorkers to visit their public officials,
to see us, to watch us, to understand what we
do. | think it will be a civics |esson for
everyone in this state.

| believe it will enhance our

politics, it will encourage voter
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participation, and it will drive a politica
di scourse in this state, nuch as it does in
Massachusetts with their gavel -to-gavel
coverage, nmuch as it does in New Jersey and |
believe the 17 or 18 other states, many of
them fromthe Northeast, in which video
broadcasting is an inportant part of the
public's know edge and understandi ng of their
gover nnent .

|"ve said this before; 1]
continue to say it again. W govern with the
consent of the governed. |In our debate | ast
year with Senate Marchi, we tal ked about those
famous words in the Declaration of
| ndependence, and we tal ked about the consent
of the governed as being a critical part of
Anerica's history and Anerica's view of itself
and its projection into the world.

I woul d suggest that by video
broadcasti ng our proceedings, we wll enhance
the informed consent of the public and drive a
stronger respect for this governnent, for the
operation of this Senate, perhaps even for the
Majority of this Senate, in convincing people

that its decisions on behalf of the people of
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this state are the right decisions for today
and will stand as the right decisions for
t onor r ow.

It seens to ne that the Mpjority of
this house, having governed it for nearly 40
years, and havi ng been wat ched by thousands of
people in our gallery debate the inportant
i ssues of the tine, this gives us an
opportunity to sinply reach a broader
audi ence.

And, quite frankly, it seens to ne
that those in governnment, if they're willing
to stand up and say, We are the Majority, we
are maki ng choices as a majority, that this
vi deo broadcasting will give you a forumto
present your views on the issues to the people
of this state, as it will everyone in this
chanmber, and allow us to fulfill, at least in
nmy judgnent, the inportant duty that we have
to everyone.

So, Madam President, | conmend both
of these rules changes to the house. It is ny
view that they can only enhance the system we
call denocracy and make this State Senate

better.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.
SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Madam President. | want to speak in support

of Senator Dollinger's proposal, the rules
change allowi ng for the video broadcasting of
t he proceedi ngs here in the Senate.

And | want to commend to you, Madam
President, a study in 1997 that denonstrated
that | ess than 30 percent of high schoo
students coul d approxi mate which hal f-century
the Civil War of this country was fought.
Al so |l ess than 30 percent of those high schoo
students coul d not properly identify which
country the United States of Anerica defeated
in the Revolutionary War

And when you |l ook at that, it begs
t he question of how nmuch nore the parents of
t hose students know than the students. And |
think that generally there is a nalaise or an
obfuscation of sonme of the nobst inportant
i ssues of history and of the operation of
government that have escaped sonme of us.
Per haps we weren't paying enough attention in
civics and history class and in other avenues

of educati onal study.
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But for those who are interested,
with the nyriad nunber of channels now
provi ded for on cable tel evision, where you
have 80 to a hundred channel s that nost
subscribers are eligible for, to show the
wor ki ngs of governnment here in the New York
State Senate for all those who don't live in
Al bany, who don't cone here in the course of
busi ness, but are just civilians and woul d
li ke to know what's goi ng on.

|"'msure the ternms can be worked
out later. Perhaps the Majority mght fee
that they'd like a | arger percentage of those
who are naking the decisions on how we'l |l set
up the canera. For those who were here | ast
week, Senator Dol linger tal ked about the
camera angl es that he thought woul d be
appropri at e.

But | think that it's a tine that
has come and an idea that should germ nate
t hrough our voting for this rules change, and
| proudly support it.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam

President. Wuld the sponsor yield?
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SENATOR DCLLI NGER
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT:
Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE

Yes, | wll,

You may proceed,

Thank you.

"' mwondering if

| ast week's

debat es and di scussion on the rul es change
wer e broadcast |ive on video, what the sponsor
t hi nks the reaction of New Yorkers would be if
they were able to see that Ilive.
SENATOR DCLLI NGER: That woul d
be -- through you, Madam President, that woul d
be nmere speculation on ny part. | think
rat her accurately expressed ny persona
opi nion, and I would hope that ny persona
opi nion, had it been broadcast to New Yorkers,
m ght have convinced others to share that
opi ni on.
But, Senator, | believe that's pure
specul ation on ny part. And although | woul d
like that as the ending, | couldn't guarantee
that it woul d happen.
SENATOR DUANE: Thr ough you,

Madam President, if the sponsor woul d continue

to yield.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR DOLLI NCGER: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: "' mwondering if
t he sponsor has had a chance to share his
rules reformregarding particularly the
vi deot api ng of the proceedings here, if he'd
been able to share that with his nother yet.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: No, Madam
President, | haven't.

But be that as it may, given what
was sai d about the rul es changes, perhaps ny

not her woul d be the appropriate person to show

it to.
SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
President. On the bill -- on the resol ution.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane,

you may proceed on the resol ution.
SENATOR DUANE: The ot her reason
that | wanted to raise Senator Dollinger's

not her is because | ast week, when so many of
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us were so effusive in our praise of Senator
Dol linger, | think that it would be nost
appropriate to really give a big hunk of that
credit to Senator Dollinger's nother, who had
the foresight to actually deliver him which
made it possible for himto come here and put
these terrific resolutions on the floor before
us.

So thank you. As | thanked you
| ast week, Senator Dollinger, this week I w sh
to thank your nother.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Duane, for your know edge and respect
for Senate rules.

Senat or Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thank you.

| also would |ike to praise the
whol e Dol linger famly, because | think -- |
do think that the father nust have had sone
role to play in his conming forth and j oi ni ng
us here, and certainly in the fine parenting
t hat he nust have received in order to be such
a fine, upstanding citizen.

I'dlike to talk on the bill for a
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nonent. And | amtal ki ng sonewhat as a past
League of Wonmen Voters president, which feels
very, very strongly on the issue of videoing
t hese proceedi ngs here.

| can point to ny county of
West chester, where we have -- every town and
vill age has the proceedi ngs of the village
board and the town board and the city -- also
our cities, our city councils, every single
community has the proceedings of their |oca
| egi sl ature vi deotaped, so that people are
able to follow it even though they can't
necessarily get to those |ocal neetings. And
this is also true for our county board of
| egi sl ators.

W feel strongly that this is an
i mportant issue if we are going to try and
keep our citizenry infornmed. Wich is, after
all, the basic tenet of the League of Wnen
Voters, that we are trying to educate citizens
in order that they may becone inforned and
i nvol ved citizens.

The fact is that we are |osing so
many of our citizens to indifference, to

absolutely no interest in even bothering to
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vote, which is not a mgjor effort. And I
think it is only through a greater
under st andi ng of their governnent, so it isn't
felt that it is so distant fromthem that

t hey have absolutely zero inpact.

So I strongly would support this
resol uti on and commend Senator Dol linger for
it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President. On the bill.

| am not going to spend nore tine
commendi ng Senat or Dol Ii nger, although
certainly all that has been said | concur
Wit h.

| think that we have a
responsibility to our constituents, to the
| aws of the State of New York, to the people
of the State of New York, to take quick action
on the issue of televising Senate proceedi ngs.

It's been on the record that the
Majority, and Senator Bruno said this in the
press a nunber of tines, supports televising

proceedi ngs. W have no excuse for waiting.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




606

Peopl e can't see us at hone -
former Senator Abate couldn't see us on TV in
New York City. She had to cone up here when
she m ssed us. You know, and there are a | ot
of other people who don't have that option
because they're not former senators.

And nost inportantly is the point
that's been nade repeatedly by ny coll eagues.
Chi | dren, young peopl e, people who have not,
by and | arge, shown a great propensity to
register to vote as soon as they becone
eligible, it can only help for themto see
what we do. It can only help denocracy. It
can only help the process of naking this a
better state.

And | don't know what rationale we
have for failing to act. The technology is
easily available. Senator Dollinger had put
forward an extrenely sensible, bipartisan
proposal. W have a commttee that's nodel ed
on the Ethics Commttee, which we all,
think, are satisfied with.

And | think that the proposal is
just there. W' re happy to have it taken -

and | think Senator Dollinger would be happy
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to have soneone else's nanme put on it if we
can get it done. But we have a responsibility
to do it and do it pronptly. There's really
no excuse.

And | urge everyone to vote for
this resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
| wonder whether the sponsor would yield for a
question or two.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol i nger, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Certainly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Last night at 9 o' clock, one of ny
favorite prograns was on tel evision, on
C-Span. | don't know if you happened to see
it, but it's called "Prime Mnister's

Questions,” and they ask questions of the

Prime Mnister in the House of Comobns in
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London.

| wonder if the sponsor could
explain to me why I can watch the House of
Commons in Great Britain and | can't see the
Legi slature here in the State of New YorKk.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Well, | guess
t he shorthand answer, through you, M.
President, would be that there's sone greater
affinity wwth England than there is with the
Senate in New York.

| find that astounding. This body
was formed in 1777, before Anmerica's
i ndependence, and we can't watch its
del i berations on tel evision, but we can tune
in and watch Tony Blair, who nobody ever voted
for -- | don't know about you, Senator, but I
never did voted for Tony Blair. 1In fact, |I've
never voted for a Liberal or a Laborite or a
Conservative. And | -- we get to watch them
on tel evision.

And the other thing is, Senator,
you may not know this, but you can al so watch
t he question-and-answer period in the Canadi an
Par | i ament.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes.
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SENATOR DCLLI NGER: And | m ght
actual ly have an interest in doing that,
because ny sister-in-lawis a nenber of
Parlianent in Canada, and |'ve actually seen
her ask questions during the
questi on-and- answer period. | found it
fascinating. | was rooting for her from
Rochester, New York.

And | find it astounding that | can
wat ch her and nobody that | represent can
watch ne. And | guess the anonaly of that,
Senat or Stavisky, is that the people in New
York will |earn nore about governnment fromthe
British than they will from New Yorkers.

Al t hough | woul d suggest that
that's somewhat of a foreign experience,
consi dering we divorced ourselves from G eat
Britain 225 years ago, and we still have sone
lingering infatuation that apparently the
menbers of the Senate are confortable with in
all owi ng that infatuation to continue.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
Senat or Dol linger has done the transition for
the question, the point that | was going to

make, which was that we are i ndependent of
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Great Britain today. And it seens to ne that
in this house of lords, we ought to be able to
have our constituents tune in and watch us as
t hey can the Canadi an Parlianent or the House
of Commons in Geat Britain.

And | urge ny coll eagues to support
Senator Dol linger's rul es changes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Just to sum
up, M. President, on behalf of the rules
change.

Senat or Stavi sky brings up | think
a strong point, and one that's worth
repeating, which is we can watch foreign
governments debate their future, but the
people in New York can't watch their
gover nment debate ours.

In addition, Senator Qppenheiner's
comment about | ocal governnment, | still think
that's one of the great innovations of |oca
governnment, is that we get to watch our public
officials, our city council people. | see a
coupl e of ny new col | eagues who were both on

city councils who are both famliar with the
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process of televising |ocal city counci
neet i ngs.

It's wonderful to sometines walk in
a grocery store when you're a local official
and have soneone interrupt you while you're
standing in the checkout line and say, "Ch, by
the way, | saw you on television |last night."
And sonetines they say, "I conpletely agree
with you," and other tines they say, "I
conpl ete disagreed with what you had to say."

Don't you think it's a wonderful
thing that the people that you represent have
that opportunity to lay their views right at
your feet, even perhaps at an inconvenient
ti me, but nonethel ess because they were
wat chi ng you advocate your position on
tel evi si on?

| would point out that in addition
to watching Great Britain and Canada and
wat chi ng our local officials, we of course get
to watch the parlor of the federal governnent
when we wat ch the Congress debate the issues.
We can watch our congresspeople -- Louise
Sl aughter, fromny district, or any one of

your congresspeople, | can watch them on
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tel evision through C Span, | can watch them
debate, | can hear themtal k about issues that
are critically inportant.

I would only go back to one that I
will never forget, which was to watch the
menbers of the House line up in single file
and approach the podi um or approach the
m crophone and announce whet her they were
supporting then-President Bush's initiative in
the Persian Gulf. And at a noment when
America was going to contribute the lives of
its young people to a military venture, it was
refreshing to see nenbers of Congress cone to
a podi um and say "I support the President, and
if he wants to put Anerican troops to defend
Anerican interests in the Persian Gulf, | wll
stand with him"

It seens to ne that that nmonment in
ti me when the Congress was siding with the
President, while we may never approach that
dramatic level, certainly the debate on issues
li ke the death penalty, debate on the budget,
debate on critical issues affecting health
care or wonen's health -- all of these issues,

| think the public has an enornous interest.
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And | think it would be in our
interest to show them what we have to say and
visualize it with pictures, use that
| atter-20t h-century technol ogy of the picture
whi ch can say a thousand words and probably,
in the nodern parlance, can say a mllion.

M. President, | know that Senator
Bruno supports this. | know we have his
support for this initiative. | sinply would
ask Senator Bruno and his colleagues in the

majority party to give their support to a

neasure that will allow video broadcasting to
occur.

| have, | think, fashioned it
reasonably, | have fashioned it fairly, | have

fashioned it in a way that can be done with
mnimal cost. | think it can be done w thout
substantially changing the protocols in this
house. And | think it can be done by
maxi m zing the benefit to the people that we
represent.

When | grew up in New York, the
"Excel sior" actually stood for sonething. It
meant that on nost issues, New York was first

in line. It nmeant that New York was a | eader
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It meant that we weren't afraid to go down a
pat h where others had not even tread yet.

I woul d suggest that by approving
vi deo broadcasting, by allow ng the
proceedi ngs of this chanber to be broadcast to
the people of this state, we are not going
into a newterritory, we are not fulfilling
the goal of it being at the top of the |ist,
at the forefront of an approved contmunicati on
with our public. Instead, we are sinply
following a path already set by nany ot her
states who have done it fairly, consistent
with the rules of their house, and
i nexpensively, in providing people with access
to denocracy. |It's that sinple.

| know Senator Bruno supports it.
I know in his heart he's going to vote with
us. Al | would ask is that his voice follow
his heart and that this rule be approved now.

Now is the time to do it. Let's
start the process. Let's get the people of
this state what they want, a chance to see us
do their work, the work that they pay us for
inthis State Senate. | comend the rule to

t he house.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |
t hank Senat or Dol linger for his comments.

I f your sister-in-law were
listening to this, I'msure she woul d have a
great night's sleep in Canada.

It's great to see Senator Abate
sitting here. The only thing that woul d nake
it better would be if Senator Leichter was
al so sitting here.

But I would just like to point out
that Senator Bruno has led the way in terns of
reformfor this chanber. He has established
joint conference commttees. W have
expenditure review open to the public. And we
do not have the all-night sessions as a
practice that existed in the past.

This Majority, under Senat or
Bruno's | eadership, and the task force that
has been established, chaired by Senat or
Johnson, will continue to nove forward in a
way that's businesslike and professional. And
when it's appropriate, we will ask you to join

in supporting us in what will be continuing to
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i nprove the accessibility of the public to
t hi s chanber

So | would urge ny colleagues to
defeat this notion

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
question is on the notion. All those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 22. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol | i nger, why do you rise?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Just to
explain ny vote, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Just one
second. Senator Skel os.

Senator Dollinger, to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Just very

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




617

briefly, M. President. | take heart with
what Senator Skelos has said. | |istened.
Senat or Bruno has nade changes in this house.
He has done good t hings.

The expenditure report, which
Senat or Leichter advocated for years, is now a
matter of record. W tried to pass an earlier
rule that would have made it by rule so that
no Majority Leader could change that w thout
changing the rules as well. He has also
i nproved the starting-on-tine of the house,
whi ch | think everybody appreciates. He
elimnated the | ate-night sessions, after
years of Senator Hof fmann suggesting that was
the right thing to do.

I think Senator Bruno has |i stened.
And | don't want to suggest that Senator Bruno
hasn't nmade positive changes in the house.
["mjust -- in this instance, the tinme is a
wasting. |If tine is noney, the people of this
state are | osing noney by not being able to
wat ch us on television.

And | would just strongly suggest,
this is not a multimllion-dollar project. |

sit on Senator Johnson's commttee. | woul d
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suggest that it has functioned sonmewhat | ess
than efficiently and economcally, since it's
only net once in its two-year history.

And | woul d suggest, from ny point
of view, this is something to vote aye on. |
will reiterate it, | think that in the |ong
run, doing it quicker is better than doing it
| ater.

And | woul d suggest, Senat or
Skel os, that while at some point | may join
you to do it, the better approach is to join
the 21st century and have the Majority join
this rul es amendnent now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol linger will be recorded in the affirnmative.

The notion is defeated.

" msorry, Senator Schnei dernan.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: M.
President, to explain ny vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Schnei derman, to explain his vote.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: | also
wel come Senat or Skel os' conments, although
do have to say that there's nothing that would

upset Senator Leichter nore than hearing that
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you guys think I"'mnore of a pain in the neck
t han he was.

But in regard to the hearing and
the task force, | would welcone that, if the
task force had had neetings or reports
schedul ed, comng up, or if I could recal
when it l[ast had net.

| hope you will energize this task
force, take action at Senator Dollinger's
behest to nove this al ong, because this is
somet hing where tinme i s wasting.

And | think that |I certainly would
wel come the opportunity for everyone in all of
our districts to see what what's goi ng on
here, and | don't think there's any credible

argurment for not noving forward quickly.

Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: Senat or
Schneiderman will be recorded in the

affirmati ve.
The resolution is defeated.

Senat or Dol linger, why do you rise?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: M.
President, | rise to give witten notice, as
required by Rule XI, that I will npove to anend
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the Senate rules with respect to two ot her
rul es.

SENATOR SKELCS: I think it would
be appropriate first if we noved to notions
and resolutions. That's when this type of
notion shoul d be handed up.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | accept
Senat or Skel os's adnonition.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Mot i ons
and resol utions.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| hereby nove to give witten
notice, as required by Rule XI, with respect
to two additional anmendnents of the Senate
rules. And | would give notice, as required
by Rule XI, that those rul es changes woul d be
in order tonorrow.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
notice will be received and entered in the
Jour nal .

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there any

housekeepi ng at the desk?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: No,

there is not.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There being no

further business, | nove we adjourn until
Tuesday, February 6th, at 11:00 a.m
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: On

notion, Senate stands adjourned until Tuesday,

February 6, at 11:00 a. m

Senat or Paterson, why do you rise?

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you, M.
President. There's no -- there's no problem
that -- the Senate's adjourned, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senate's
adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, at 4:07 p.m, the
Senat e adj ourned.)
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