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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Wth us today to
give the invocation is the Reverend C aude A
Kni ght, from Vanderbilt Avenue Moravi an
Church, in Staten Island.

REVEREND KNI GHT: Let us pray.

O God, in whomwe |ive and nove and
have our being, we thank You for these United
States of America, a land that so many of us
call our home. W are grateful for the daily
freedons that we experience -- the freedom of
novenent, of free speech, the freedomto
practice our religion without fear. W
remenber our forefathers who wote the
Constitution by which we are governed.

We acknow edge, Dear Lord, that we
have inherited a freedom for which we did not

give our lives, and that today we are rich in
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| i berty because others before us have forned a
governnment of the people, by the people, and
for the people.

And now as Your servants, our
Senators, gather to exercise the duties for
whi ch they were duly elected, we pray that You
will give to each of them w sdom and cour age
so that they will serve with integrity and
wi th honesty, and enable themto interpret and
enact laws that will seemfair and just for
all of us within this state.

May a spirit of tolerance, of
mut ual respect and peace, abide within these
wal | s.

These nercies we ask in the name of

Hmwho is all wise, all powerful, and yet al

merci ful .

Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,

Monday, May 8th, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Friday, My 5th,
was read and approved. On notion, Senate

adj our ned.
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THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can | ask for an inmedi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmittee in Room 332.

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
Room 332.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

On behal f of Senator Bonacic,
pl ease renove the sponsor star on Cal endar
Nunmber 157.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.
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SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you.

On behal f of Senator Goodman, Madam
President, at page 43 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 814, Senate Print 662,
and | ask that that bill retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents
are received, and the bill will retainits
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this tinme adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the exception of Resol ution
4015, Resolution 4016, of 4038 and 4086.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the Resolution Cal endar with the
exception of Resolutions 4015, 4016, 4038, and
4086, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent ,
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can we at this tinme take up Resol ution 4086 -
I"msorry, 4038, by Senator Maziarz, ask that
it beread inits entirety, and nove for its
i mredi at e adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Mazi arz, Legislative Resolution Number 4038,
menori al i zi ng Governor CGeorge E. Pataki to
proclaim May 2000 as "Senior Citizen Month" in
New York State as well as May 9, 2000, as
"Senior Citizen Day" in the State of New York

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the -- the Secretary will continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: "WHEREAS, The
nore than 3 million residents of New York

State 60 years of age and ol der are vital,
i ntegral and contributing nmenbers of our
soci ety; and

"WHEREAS, The nore than 3 mllion
senior citizens residing in the State of New
York have contributed to the conmonweal th of
the State by buil ding and hel pi ng preserve the
custons, traditions and ideals of the nmany

et hni ¢ groups that make up the nosai c of New
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York State; and
"WHEREAS, The wi sdom and experience
of senior citizens constantly enrich the lives
of the young people of our State through a
strong tradition of volunteerism and
"WHEREAS, Since 1962, the nonth of
May has been decl ared, by Presidentia
procl amati on, 'A der Anericans Mnth,' in
order for conmmunities around the nation to set
aside tinme to celebrate and reflect on the
uni que rol e older Americans play in the fabric
of our society; and
"WHEREAS, The | egislative and
executive branches of New York State
government have as a primary goal the
i mprovenent of the quality of life of ol der
New Yor kers and the assurance of their
continued dignity; now, therefore, be it
"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor George E. Pataki to proclaimMy 2000
as 'Senior Ctizen Month' in New York State as
well as May 9, 2000, as 'Senior Citizen Day'
in the State of New York; and be it further
"RESOLVED, That all the residents
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of New York State are urged to honor al

senior citizens, who are a cornerstone of the
strength of our nation and to whom a debt of
gratitude is owed; and it be further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the Honorabl e George E. Pataki, Governor of
the State of New York."

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we open the resolution for cosponsorship.
And any nenber in the chanber that woul d not
want to be on it, please notify the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Any nmenber who
does not wi sh to be included on the resol ution
that was just passed, please notify the desk.

Senat or Bruno.
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SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this tinme take up the privileged
resol uti on 4015, by Senator Marcellino, ask
that it be read inits entirety, and nove for
its i mredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Marcel I i no, Legislative Resolution Nunber
4015, honoring Frances D Angel o upon the
occasi on of her designation as recipient of
the 2000 "Qut standing Contri bution by a Seni or
Citizen" Award by the Nassau County Depart nent
of Senior Citizen Affairs.

"WHEREAS, Senior citizens bring a
weal th of experience and know edge to the
i ncreasingly active roles they play in today's
society. Their past contributions and future
participation are a vital part of and val uabl e
asset to the fabric of conmmnity Iife and
activity; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern
and fully in accord with its | ongstanding
traditions, it is the intent of this

Legi sl ati ve Body to honor Frances D Angel o
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upon the occasi on of her designation as

reci pient of the 2000 ' Qutstanding
Contribution by a Senior Citizen' Award by the
Nassau County Departnment of Senior Ctizen
Affairs; and

"WHEREAS, during her illustrious
career as an educator for 50 years, Frances
D Angel o served in many rol es, including
teacher, principal and supervising professor
of student teachers at St. John's University.

"A faithful conmunity worker,
Frances D Angelo is dedicated to making life
easier for those who are in need, and she has
enriched their lives with her |ove and
comnpassi on.

"Frances D Angel o' s vol unteer work
ext ends throughout the past 40 years. She is
absol utely and unequi vocal ly the epitone of
volunteerismin action. At the |ocal |evel,
she is a nmenber of the El ks Lodge 1458, Ladies
Auxiliary; the den Cove Hi storical Society;
the Whnen's Cl ub/d en Cove and the League of
Vol unteers for Elderly (LOVE). She also
cof ounded t he AARP Chapter 3407 and heads the

A en Cove Schol arshi p Board; and
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"WHEREAS, At the county | evel
Frances D Angelo is involved with the Lioness
Cl ub Lodges of Nassau/ Suffol k County, as well
as the Nassau County Federation of Wnen's
Cl ubs.

“I'n addition, Frances D Angelo is
active in the Grand Lodge Order Sons of Italy,
the New York State Congress of Parents and
Teachers, the New York State Civil Defense
Commi ssi on, the National Foundation March of
Dines and the Statue of Liberty Foundati on.

"When Frances D Angel o joins an
organi zati on, she participates fully. She not
only joins a club, she takes a very active
role in ensuring that its goals are realized.
Through her perseverance, selfl essness,
integrity and | eadership, she has touched nany
l'ives and has made an i nmeasurabl e difference.

“Throughout her inpressive lifetine
and di stingui shed career, Frances D Angelo, a
very active, energetic and industrious wonan,
has i nspired and enriched the lives of her
famly, friends and col |l eagues through her
| ove and respect for others, and the w sdom

whi ch cones from nany years of experiencing
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life toits fullest; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ati ve Body that those who enhance the
wel |l -being and vitality of their conmunity and
have shown a | ong and sustained commtnent to
excel | ence certainly deserve to be recogni zed
and appl auded by all the citizens of the great
State of New York; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor
Frances D Angel o upon the occasion of her
desi gnation as recipient of the 2000
"Qutstanding Contribution by a Senior Citizen
Award by the Nassau County Departnment of
Senior Citizen Affairs; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to Frances D Angelo."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mazi ar z.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

Just briefly, by way of
expl anati on, Madam President. Each year the
Senate Aging Committee and the Assenbly Aging

Committee, ably chaired by ny counterpart,
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Assenbl ywonman Barbara O ark, search the state
of New York through the various county Ofices
of the Aging for nom nations for Senior
Citizen of the Year and Qutstandi ng
Contribution by a Senior Ctizen.

| think this year we have a speci al
treat, in that our Senior Citizen of the Year
is actually two people, a husband and wife
team -- and our Qutstanding Contribution by a
Senior Citizen, whose resolution was just
read.

I think that we have sone excel | ent
exanpl es who, even though they do a great dea
of good work, they are really only
representative of the 3.2 mllion senior
citizens that go out and vol unteer and help
their fellow New Yorkers each and every day.

So for alittle bit nore detail on
our individual recipients, at this tinme, Midam
President, I'd like to yield to Senator

Mar cel |'i no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mar cel | i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you
Madam President. | appreciate Senator
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Maziarz's yielding the floor to ne.

And before | tal k about our
recipient, |I just would |ike to comment on the
rule that we have here in the chanber that we
do not acknow edge groups that are attending
fromour districts, to maintain order and
di sci pli ne.

So on that basis, | will not today
acknowl edge the group from South Wods M ddl e
School, Syosset, that is here with their
teacher, C audine Locascio -- and that's Jared
Mogi |, Jason Rosenfeld, and Eddi e Grossnann.
And | certainly would not want to nention
their parents, Lauren Post, Joan Mgil, and
El yse Rosenfeld. And | thank them for com ng
and appreciating the fact that | cannot
acknow edge your presence.

To get back to the point of our
resolution and the point of our neeting here
today, and that's Ms. D Angelo. Frances is a
speci al person. She has worked hard. You
heard the resolution that was read. | think
t he amount of effort that this person has put
in, that this woman has done in her community

wor king for senior citizens -- working for
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everyone in the conmunity, not just senior
citizens but people of all ages. She's
tirel ess.

The only thing she hasn't done is
seek political office. And |I'mbeginning to
worry because there's a runor around that she
m ght be | ooking for a New York State Senate
seat. | don't want to help the other side
over there. But you never know.

She woul d be a form dabl e
candidate. She's a tireless worker. Her
efforts for the people of her community and
t he people that she |oves, her famly, goes
wi t hout question. She's a worker, she's
diligent, she does things, she's
wel | -respected within the conmunity, she is
deserving of this particul ar award.

| cannot say enough about her. And
we could go on and on, and | won't do that,
because | don't want to enbarrass her. Her
famly would love it, but we'll give her a
printing. And we're going to have a reception
down in the district for her, and we'll do
nore to recogni ze this very, very speci al

per son.
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But I could not let this pass, this
opportunity to speak on behalf of this
i ndi vidual who I amvery, very proud to
represent in the New York State Senate.

Frances, God bl ess you, and stay
with us for many, many years to cone. And
stay active.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: As the President

of the Senate, on behalf of the Senate, |
woul d al so |like to acknowl edge Ms. D Angel o,
as well as the Palneris, who | was with this
nor ni ng.

I had the privilege of speaking
with you both and presenting to you the

Governor's proclamation in honor of each of
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you as well as Senior Ctizen's Day here in
New York State and Senior Ctizen's Mnth.

Congratul ati ons, and may you thrive
and contribute well into the new m Il ennium
Thank you.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we ask for an i mMmedi ate neeting of the
Wat er Resources Committee in Room 332.

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Water Resources
Committee in Room 332.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO And, Madam
President, at this tinme can we take up the
privileged resolution at the desk, 4016, by
Senat or Bonacic, ask that it be read inits

entirety, and nove for its i medi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right. The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Bonaci c, Legislative Resolution Number 4016,
commendi ng Sal vatore and Angel a Pal nmeri upon
the occasion of their designation as the

reci pients of the 2000 "New York Seni or
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Citizens of the Year" Award.

"WHEREAS, Senior citizens bring
their special w sdom experience and
ent husiasmto countl ess endeavors, helping to
shape and strengthen the character of the
comunities of the State of New York and the
quality of our lives; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
assenbl ed body to recogni ze and honor the
senior citizens of New York State for their
di verse tal ents and generous service on behal f
of others; and

"WHEREAS, In conjunction with the
cel ebration of 'Senior Citizen Day' in New
York State on May 9, 2000, this assenbl ed body
takes great pleasure in honoring Sal vatore and
Angel a Pal neri as the 2000 ' Senior Ctizens of
t he Year.'

"Sal vatore and Angela Palneri will
be honored with the 2000 New York ' Seni or
Citizens of the Year' Award on Mnday, My 29,
2000, at a reception to be held at Twin Lakes
in Hurley, New York.

"The 'Senior Citizens of the Year'

Awar d recogni zes senior citizens who have
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tirel essly advocated on behal f of seniors and
have assisted in providing needed support
services and activities which enhance the
lives of senior citizens; and

"WHEREAS, Sal vatore and Angel a
Pal meri of New Paltz, New York, truly
exenplify these qualities.

"Sal vatore and Angel a Pal neri noved
to New Paltz in 1981 when he retired fromhis
business in Forest Hlls. They work
tirelessly as volunteers with St. Joseph's
Roman Cat holic Church in New Paltz. They are
i nvolved in many of the outreach prograns,
whi ch include the Christmas Fair, comunity
di nners, and bi ngo ganes; and

"WHEREAS, Sal vatore and Angel a
Pal meri help the Community Service Conmittee
fill shopping bags with various itens that are
distributed to residents of five area nursing
and adult hones.

"Sal vatore and Angela Pal neri help
at bingo once a nonth at the Hudson Vall ey
Hone, Cabrini on the Hudson, Culinary Hore,
Moran's, and Valley Vista, in addition to

their parish.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




3158

"As menbers of AARP Chapter 975,

Sal vatore and Angela Palneri are involved in
55/ Mature Driving Refresher Courses, 80 and
Over Luncheons, purchasing supplies, Ways and
Means Conmittee, and many ot her chores that
need doi ng; and

"WHEREAS, Angel a Pal neri teaches in
the School of Religion at St. Joseph's. She
is the cook for one Conmunity Dinner in June,
and during the Christmas holidays cooks di nner
for the young people at the Juvenile
Correction Facility.

"Sal vatore Pal neri purchased a
computer and is learning to use it so they can
nore accurately keep track of their many and
varied activities, which are too nunerous to
mention.

"Sal vat ore and Angel a Pal neri
coordi nate a bl ood drive twi ce annually and
work with coll ege students on their drive in
the fall.

"Sal vatore and Angela Pal neri are
the proud parents of two children and two
grandchi |l dren; and

"WHEREAS, Through all these
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endeavors Sal vatore and Angel a Pal neri have
denonstrated an unflagging conmtnent to the
i mprovenent of the quality of life of our
state and nation's senior citizens and the
enhancenent of human dignity; now, therefore,
be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nost
joyously recogni ze the significance of
Sal vatore and Angela Palneri's contributions
with its 2000 ' Senior Citizens of the Year'
Award; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to M. and Ms. Salvatore Palneri."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bonaci c.

SENATOR BONACI C. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: You' re wel cone.

SENATOR BONACI C. It gives ne a
great honor and it's a privilege to introduce
t hese renowned citizens to our Senate chanber.

Let ne tell you a little bit about
them Sal and Ann have been married 56 years.

They have two children. Their daughter,
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Kat hl een, is up here in the gallery. And
their son, Joseph, is in Oregon and coul d not
be here today. They have two beauti f ul
grandchi | dren.

And | was | ooking over the litany
of the things they have given to this
community. And what is special about today is
that we usually pick one Citizen of the Year
for the State of New York. Here we have a
marri ed couple doing it together and honoring
t hem bot h.

And in addition to working for the
church, the nursing honmes, and runni ng bl ood
drives and doing so many things, there's one
story I'd like to tell you about. The parish
priest of St. Joseph's asked this couple to
cook an Italian neal for 75 people. Well, 400
peopl e showed up. They cooked 50 pounds of
ziti and | don't know how many neatballs, but
they did it in good taste and never batted an
eye.

| wonder where the energy cones
fromwhen we get older and we're able to give
t housands of hours fromour heart to our

community. And I figured it out with this
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coupl e here. They have such an abundant and
wonderful love that it spills over to the
community, and they give and they give and
they touch and enrich so many |ives.

So we're here to pause to say thank
you for the things that you have done, and for
bei ng such wonderful nodels, not only for
seniors but for all human beings.

I"mgoing to ask Sal and Ann to
stand up. And at this tine they brought a
coupl e of people in the gallery that | just
woul d |i ke to stand up and acknow edge t hem
all at the sanme tine.

Their daughter, Katherine. Their
brother Dominic and his wife, Helen. W have
Catherine Puglisi, who is director of the
U ster County Ofice for the Aging; Alice
Ti pp, our U ster County |egislator; and Joe
Sells, fromthe U ster County comrunity.

W thank you all

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: On behal f of the
Senate, | would also |like to acknow edge the

guest in the gallery as well as the Pal neris,

who | know of in having been one of your
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Suprene Court justices in your district. Your
recogni tion, your reputation for conmunity
service certainly preceded your entrance in

t he chanbers today.

Congratul ations. Particularly a
husband and wife team extremely inpressive.
Congr at ul ati ons.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO Madam Pr esi dent,
| would just like to, as we concl ude
recogni zi ng these outstandi ng people, | would
like to really answer Senator Bonaci c when he
says where does the energy conme from where
does the vitality cone from

Wel |, Senator Bonacic and ny
col | eagues, let ne tell you, people like this,
the energy cones fromtheir heart, fromtheir
m nds, fromall the good things that they
t hi nk about hel ping others. They don't think
about thensel ves. They think about hel ping
ot hers.

And it's just a pleasure -- | net
themearlier today -- to just recogni ze them
to see them to be aware of how they live

their lives. And what we have to be aware of
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truly is that they give not just of their
energy, but their tine. And tine is something
that to all of us is very, very precious.

So to the three of you, to Fran and
to Angela and to Sal, | just wi sh you the very
best, and at | east another 50 years of
dedi cated service to your comunities. It's a

pl easure having you with us.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor signify by

sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we at this tinme take up Resol ution 4086,
by Senator Meier, ask that it be read in its
entirety, and nove for its i medi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senator Meier,
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Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 4086, honori ng
the nenbers of the arnmed forces and federa
civilian enpl oyees who served the nation
during the Vietnam era.

"WHEREAS, The United States Arned
Forces conducted military operations in
Sout heast Asia during the period known as the
Vi etnamera, from February 28, 1961, until
May 7, 1975; and

"WHEREAS, During the Vietnamera
nore than 3,403,000 Anerican mlitary
personnel served in the Republic of Vietnam
and el sewhere in Southeast Asia in support of
United States mlitary operations in Vietnam
while mllions nore provided for the nation's
defense in other parts of the world; and

"WHEREAS, During the Vietnamera
untol d nunbers of civilian personnel of the
United States governnent al so served in
support of United States operations in
Sout heast Asia and el sewhere in the world; and

"WHEREAS, May 7, 2000, marks the
25t h anniversary of the closing of the period
known as the Vietnamera; and

"WHEREAS, May 7, 2000, woul d be an
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appropriate occasion to recogni ze and express
appreciation for the individuals who served
the nation in Southeast Asia and el sewhere in
the world during the Vietnamera; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to honor the
menbers of the Armed Forces and federa
civilian enpl oyees who served the nation
during the Vietnamera and the famlies of
t hose individuals who |lost their |ives or
remai n unaccounted for or were injured during
that era in Southeast Asia or el sewhere in the
world in defense of United States nationa
security interests; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the United
States Arned Forces."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mei er.

SENATOR MEI ER: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Madam Presi dent, this resolution
commenorates the 25th anniversary of the end

of American involvenent in the Republic of
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Vietnam This conflict was quite different
fromany war that this country had ever been
i nvol ved in before, because it stirred on the
hone front such deep and passi onate debate.

And i ndeed, people of goodw || and
honor abl e peopl e can differ over the policy
that put the nen and wonen of this country in
the Republic of Vietnam And indeed, sone
Vi et nam vet erans have different opinions about
t hat policy.

But this resolution is not about
policy or politics. It is about honoring the
men and worren of this country who left their
hones to serve in the Republic of Vietnam It
i s about courage and devotion to country and
about devotion to one's friends and conrades,
for which Vietnamveterans to this day renain
known for, especially anong all other
vet er ans.

It is about the obligation that we
as a country have, regardl ess of our politica
di fferences, to stand behind those who serve
our country when they are cormitted and pl aced
in harms way. And it is indeed about our

conti nuing obligation to never forget those
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who have served.

Madam President, |I'mparticularly
pl eased that we are joined here today in the
gal l ery by John Rowan, the president of the
New York State Council of Vietnam Veterans.
John, if you would please rise.

John, we extend to you and to al
your conrades who served this country so
bravely and gallantly our thanks and,
bel at edl y, our wel cone hone. God bl ess.

Madam President, 1'd like to open
the resolution to sponsorship, if | may.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
could we just add everyone's nane to the
resol ution unless they reach the desk and ask
not to.

THE PRESI DENT: Anyone who does
not want to be included on this resolution
should so notify the desk.

Senat or Mont gonery, why do you
rise?

SENATOR MONTGOMERY: Yes, Madam
President, | just rise to thank Senator Meier

for this resol ution.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




3168

| have a brother who served in
Vietnam and | would be nore than happy -
certainly I thank you for opening it up to
allow us to put our nanmes on. And | would
| ove to have a copy of that resolution to

share with ny brother, who is a Vietnam

vet er an.
Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lar ki n.
SENATOR LARKI N: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

As one who served in the arned
forces during that period and one who nade a
trip across the pond, | think it's really
i nportant that Senator Meier's resolution be
given the credibility that he has done here
t oday.

Many of us who served both in
Vietnamand in the States during the Vietnam
era renmenber what we went through. Those of
us who served in the Pentagon in Washi ngton
used to go to work in the norning in civilian
cl ot hes because the adm nistration did not
want a conflict between those in the arned

forces and those who were on the opposition to
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the war in Vietnam

It was a disgrace, a tota
di sgrace, that we were ashaned to give honor
and support to those nen and wonen who we, the
United States of America, sent to Vietnam

| think it's very fitting that
there's two books that | would like to
recommend to anybody who wants to know about
the real story of Vietham One is called
Dereliction of Duty, witten by then Mjor
McMasters, United States MIlitary Acadeny
Cl ass of '84, and another one by Lieutenant
General Green, United States Marine Corps.
General Green was a captain in 1965 -
Novenber the 5th, to be exact, when the
President of the United States | aughed at
t hose of us who were on a task force to
Vi et nam and said that we didn't know what we
wer e doi ng.

The task force at that time
recommended a full-blown effort in Vietnam of
over 400,000 to 500,000 troops, because the
task force recogni zed what was ahead of us was
not a little skirmsh but it was a ngjor

conflict that would take a heavy toll on the
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Anerican troops. It proved to be true.
58,000 Americans were killed in Vietnam

And | personally believe that if
this country got behind the nen and wonen of
the arnmed forces that we sent to Vietnam
there woul d be | ess casualties and a peacef ul
settlenent a long time before.

To those of you in the gallery from
the Vi etnam Associ ation, | proudly sal ute you.
And thank God you're back with us.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resolution. Al in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Marcel lino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, there will be an i medi ate neeting

of the Consuner Protection Conmttee in the
Maj ority Conference Room Room 332.
THE PRESI DENT: There will be an

i medi ate nmeeting of the Consumer Protection
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Committee in the Majority Conference Room
Room 332.

Senat or Marcel |ino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
President, there is a privileged resolution at
t he desk by Senator Montgonery. My we have
the title read and nove for its adoption.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Mont gonery, Legislative Resolution Nunber
4021, commenorating the 100t h anni versary of
Newran Menorial United Methodi st Church of
Br ookl yn, New YorKk.

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Marcel li no.
SENATOR MARCELLI NO Madam

President, may we now have the readi ng of the

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




3172

noncontroversi al cal endar.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or

Marcel lino, we have substitutions at the desk.
SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam

President, please make the substitutions.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: On page 5,

Senat or DeFranci sco noves to discharge, from
the Committee on Gvil Service and Pensions,
Assenbly Bill Number 1937A and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunber 2574A,
First Report Cal endar 905.

On page 6, Senator Farley noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Civil Service
and Pensions, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9525 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill
Nunber 6334, First Report Cal endar 914.

On page 7, Senator Marchi noves to
di scharge, fromthe Comm ttee on Agriculture,
Assenbly Bill Number 3703 and substitute it
for the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 2151,
First Report Cal endar 925.

And on page 9, Senator Bonacic
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmmittee on
Local Government, Assenbly Bill Number 6404A
and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill Nunmber 3793A, First Report Cal endar 943.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
Substitutions ordered.

Senat or Marcel lino.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO May we now
have the readi ng of the noncontroversia

cal endar, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read the noncontroversia
cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

473, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 4413, an
act to anmend the Public Authorities Law and
Chapter 774 of the Laws of 1950.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 13. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
501, by Senator Meier, Senate Print 1910A, an
act to anmend the General Construction Law and
others, in relation to service in the arned
forces.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 14. This

act shall take effect January 1, 2001.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

616, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 6934, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
the authority of the Comm ssioner of
Educati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

639, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 6445B,
an act to amend the H ghway Law, in relation
to namng the POWM A Bridge in the Town of
Lyons, County of Wayne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

642, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 393, an

act to anend the Penal Law, in relation to
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consecutive ternms of inprisonnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect -

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

660, by Senator Meier, Senate Print 1480B, an
act to amend the Executive Law and the Soci al
Services Law, in relation to naking reports.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect January 1, 2001.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

672, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 6510, an

act to anmend the CGeneral Municipal Law, in
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relation to capital reserve funds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

704, by Senator Bal boni, Senate Print 6853, an
act to authorize the assessor of the County of
Nassau to accept an application.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: M.
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President, just to explain ny vote on this
bill.

I"mgoing to vote against this bil
and the two that succeed it. Here we are
again acting like this super tax
assessnent/tax abatenent board for New York
State. Again, we have Nassau County ringing
in twce.

And | think the disease of allow ng
the State Senate to act as this super board of
assessment review has now swept into
Westchester and the Bronx, because Senat or
Vel ella has such a bill.

Let's put an end to this practice.
Let's pass Senator Hannon's bill, which would
all ow the partial tax exenptions in instances
in which the purchaser of the property, which
is on the tax rolls as a tax property, buys it
m dway through the tax year, let's allow them
to get a partial abatenent. | believe this
has gone through Local Governnent.

| woul d suggest only one ot her
thing for Senator Hannon's bill that m ght
take care of the assessors and the nunicipa

officials who don't like the bill: put a
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bot h-ways cl ause in that says if the property
is tax-exenpt and is bought by a taxpaying

entity m dway through the year, the governnent
coul d then put taxable status on the property.

And in those instances in which
not-for-profit corporations or churches or
ot her types of charitable institutions sel
real property to profit-nmaking entities, they
could then put it on the tax rolls effective
the date of transfer and grant a parti al
taxabl e status for the date of purchase until
the end of the taxable year.

Put in a both-ways provision. It
will solve all these problens and get us out
of this very unconfortable and unfortunately
political position of acting |ike a super
board of assessnent review. W don't bel ong
there. W give that power to | oca
gover nnent .

I woul d suggest, do the bill that
Senat or Hannon has proposed, get it through
Local Government, bring it to the floor, pass
it and nmake it law. It's the right thing to
do.

Until we do that, I"'mgoing to
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continue to vote no, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol l'inger will be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
708, by Senator Velella, Senate Print 7053, an
act authorizing the City of New Rochelle to
accept an application.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
710, by Senator Skelos, Senate Print 7215, an
act authorizing the assessor of the County of
Nassau to accept an application.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
733, by Senator DeFranci sco, Senate Print
4239, an act to anend Chapter 679 of the Laws
of 1992 aut hori zing the Comm ssi oner of
General Services.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: There is
a home rul e nessage at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

752, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 7390, an
act to amend the Insurance Law, in relation to
ext endi ng certain provisions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect July 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

791, by Senator Skelos, Senate Print 7745, an
act authorizing the County of Nassau to accept

an application.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55. Nays,
1. Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
807, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 6429, an
act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law, in
regul ation to coordinate incone eligibility
st andar ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
848, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print -

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside.

Senat or Marcellino, that conpletes
t he readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, M.
President, may we have the reading of the

controversial calendar, in the regular order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read the controversia
cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

642, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 393, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
consecutive ternms of inprisonnent.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Lay the bill
asi de tenporarily.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Lay the
bill aside tenporarily.

The Secretary will continue to read

in regul ar order.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
848, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 3910,
an act to anend the Correction Law, in
relation to conformng civil imunity
protection.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Just hold
for one second. Recess for a nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Senate will stand at ease tenporarily.
What ever .

Senat or Paterson, was it you who
request ed an expl anati on?

SENATOR PATERSON: Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Nozzol i o, an explanation has been requested of
Cal endar 848 by Senat or Paterson.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you, M.
President. 1'd be glad to explain the bill to
Senat or Pat erson.

S3910 anends the Correction Law to
conformcivil imunity protections for
of ficers or enployees of the Ofice of Mntal

Health with the protections afforded others
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who serve in simlar capacities in
correctional facilities operated by the
Depart nent of Correctional Services.

It ensures that enpl oyees of the
of fice of OWH who work in prison nental health
units receive the sane type of immunity from
civil damage actions as all other state

enpl oyees who work in state prisons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you, M.
President. |f Senator Nozzolio would yield

for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Nozzolio, do you yield for a question?

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O I'd be happy
to yield to Senator Paterson.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: I"'mtrying to
get an idea, M. President, of what the
gravity of the situation is, and I wondered if
Senat or Nozzolio had any statistics or any
informati on that would | ead ne to understand

how many of these clains are being nade
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agai nst OVH workers at present.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O M. President,
in response to Senator Paterson's question
regarding certain tidbits, | don't know if by
certain tidbits Senator Paterson is suggesting
that we have certain anecdotes. | don't have
any anecdotes to share, although I do believe
that those OVH enpl oyees who work in satellite
units within DOCS who are doing the sane type
of work as correctional enployees are no |ess
suscepti bl e to the day-in-and-day-out
chal I enges that all correctional enployees
face.

These enpl oyees, whether they are
pai d for as DOCS enpl oyees, Division of
Correctional Services enployees, or OVH
enpl oyees, Departnment of Mental Health
enpl oyees, they are still having close daily
contact with inmates and are just as likely to
be sued as DOCS enpl oyees.

However, the law as it's currently
witten does not protect themfromthese types
of actions. So what's right is right, what's
fair is fair. Protections afforded one group

of state enployees certainly in the sane,
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simlar circunstances shoul d be afforded al

st at e enpl oyees.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: | just -

maybe if | just nmake the question a little
nore straightforward.

| just wanted to know have there
been a consi derabl e nunber of clains that
pronpted this legislation, or was it what
Senat or Nozzolio just said, the el enment of
what woul d be perceived to be fairness to the
OWH wor kers who nay not be enpl oyees of the
state but are acting in the sane fashion that
Senat or Nozzolio woul d percei ve DOCS wor kers
woul d be acting in.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O M. President,
again in response to Senator Paterson's
question, Senator Paterson, | think that
certainly the Departnent of OVH realizes that
they are putting their own enployees in a
situations that is precarious. That they

certainly are, in doing, in performng the
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same functions that DOCS enpl oyees are

provi ding, they are providing nmental health
services in the prison. That we are seeing a
shift of responsibility for such services to
the Ofice of Mental Health. That the
correctional enployees are protected in their
personal capacities by the Correction Law as
it's currently witten.

Parol e officers, who are al so
stationed in DOCS facilities, have the sane
protection from personal liabilities as do
DCOCS enpl oyees.

What we're seeing is sinply an
extension of civil liability [imtations to
OVH enpl oyees working in prisons that we're
not -- this bill in no way intends to prevent
inmates frompursuing legitimate clains, but
damage clains that inmates have still can be
pursued in the Court of C ains.

We're just saying we don't want
t hese enpl oyees sued personally. And frankly,
| think that you would want the same type of
fairness, equity and protection.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you, M.

Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: I f Senator
Nozzolio would continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or,
do you continue to yield?

SENATOR NQzZZCOLI O Yes, M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
| think the Senator makes a very good point.

And that is whatever the standard
is that we have now, might it not be nore fair
to extend it to other enployees who, as | said
before, may not actually work for the state
but are in a sense perform ng the sane
function. And as Senator Nozzolio points out,
it would appear that what's fair is fair.

So what | want to ask Senat or
Nozzolio is just about the whole standard of
presunpti on whereby if a person is injured,
even if they are a convicted felon serving
time in one of our state penitentiaries, they

have an option, particularly if there's a
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percei ved violation of constitutional rights,
to go to federal court or to go to state
court.

And that presunptive doctrine is
one that holds very highly in our courts. So
even though it does not relate specifically to
this |l egislation, because Senator Nozzolio can
get up and point out very fervently that we
al ready have it for DOCS workers, so it is
really the sane test.

But | just want to ask Senator
Nozzolio if that does not in many ways
di m ni sh our whol e presunption standard as it
applies to federal and state courts.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O M. President,
in response to Senator Paterson's insightful
question, absolutely not.

That federal causes of action
agai nst or providing for personal litigation
in the personal capacity of an enpl oyee's work
is not precluded in current law. An innmate
woul d be able to sue an OVH enpl oyee under
this statute in their personal capacities in
federal court on federal causes of action.

That they could do that currently with DOCS
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enpl oyees and ot her enpl oyees of federa
causes of action are not inpacted by this
| egi sl ati on.

What we're trying to do, though, is
ensure that state enpl oyees are not subjected
in state court to actions arising out of the

course of their enploynent.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.
M. President, | think Senator Nozzolio has
covered the presunption argunment. |If he would

just yield to a different Iine of questioning.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or,
do you continue to yield?

SENATOR NOZzZOLI G O course |
continue to yield to Senator Paterson

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.

Senat or, what woul d you assess as
the protections, if not the restrictions, of
the ability of what would be, we woul d agree,
few but still instances in which a percentage
of corrections officers m ght use excessive
force, mght engage in certain brutality

agai nst inmates, if not the fear of persona
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liability through civil action?

What woul d be the notivation to
make sure that we are not actually saying to
ei ther OVH workers or anyone el se that they
have the right to treat inmates -- even though
t hey' ve been convicted of crinmes and probably
left a trail of heartbreak behind themin
commtting those crines, the fact is that they
are entitled not to be brutalized in our
penitentiaries. How do we prevent or in a
sense send a nessage that we don't tolerate
t hat ki nd of behavior?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Senat or
Paterson, | certainly know that you, in asking
that question, did not nmean to insult the
28,000 correction officers who work in our
correctional facilities. | don't think you
nmeant to di sparage their code of conduct,
their course of action within the regul atory
and et hical standards of which they are
enployed. | don't think in any way you neant
to insult them

But, frankly, | think the question
is insulting. That it is insulting to those

brave nen and wonen who work i n our
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correctional facilities, who do such good work
under the nost stressful conditions.

That, frankly, there are, as |
i ndicated, a nyriad of regulatory and ot her
di sci plinary procedures that are in place
today that inpede any wayward conduct, if it
does exist. And | daresay if it does exist,
it exists very rarely. But if that conduct
does exist, there are departnental -- a nyriad
of departnental reviews.

Al so, Senator, as | indicated in ny
answer to you in ny past response, that there
is nothing -- let's say a wayward enpl oyee did
so break such rules. Certainly that inmate
woul d have a | ong course of redress within the
federal -- or extensive, | shouldn't say
|l ong -- an extensive course of redress within
the federal court system

That exists today. It exists for
DCCS enpl oyees who have this protection.

We're basically saying that we're providing a
personal protection in state court for those
peopl e who do such good work under such
stressful conditions within our correctiona

facilities.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN
Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you, M.
President. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN
Senat or Paterson, on the bill.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
| know that Senator Nozzolio did not intend
any of the Ofice of Mental Health workers or
the state corrections officers -- | don't
think he nmeant to insult them

In fact, he not only did not nean
to insult them but he is well aware that |
didn't nean to insult them and that's why he
repeated what | said. | said that the cases
happen very rarely. And he, on the record,
said the cases happen very rarely. So neither
one of us were trying to insult the 28,000
wor ker s.

What we were tal ki ng about were
what Senator Nozzolio termed the wayward
enpl oyees, few though they nay be. That's
what civil liability is intended to restrict,
t hose i nstances where though they may be very

few workers, and it may be very few
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i ndi vi dual s, naybe even a | ower percentage of
the individual s of society who engage in
crimnality -- but nonetheless, if we just
took for granted that there never is any such
violation, we wouldn't even have to nmake any
of these laws. W wouldn't even have to
revi ew conduct.

But we know that there have been
i nstances where this happened. And we don't
mean to i npugn the overwhel m ng majority of
wor kers who exerci se great care and great
di scretion in discharging their duties. But
to associate the condemati on of the wayward
enpl oyees, few though they nay be, is in a way
insulting to the actual nmmjority, because the
majority woul d never engage in that kind of
conduct and woul d probably condem it just as
much as | do.

So the point that | was trying to
make was that we have to have sone definitive
way to send a nmessage to the rogue DCCS
wor kers, rogue elected officials, rogue
bankers, schoolteachers and anybody el se who
exi sts in our society who does not conformto

our rules and our principles.
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And the nost classic, the nost
understood way to do it is through civil
liability. That if you violate the rights of
ot hers, even though you march into court and
the public will be on your side because you
know good and well these are people who
commtted crimes and no one has any rea
synpathy for them the fact is that you wll
not get any synpathy fromthis court because,
if it can be proven beyond a reasonabl e
doubt -- or in the case of a civil case, by a
preponderance of the evidence -- that you
engaged in those kinds of acts, you are going
to pay for it. It's a wongful act.

And so this is the reason that | do
have a difficulty with the law as it stands
now, and even the proposed expansion of it to
i ncl ude those who are not even enpl oyees of
the state. And this is the reason that I
woul d encourage a no vote on this bill

QO her than to say that Senator
Nozzolio is right when he points out that if
we're going to have workers doing the sane
j obs, they should have the sane protections.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
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you, Senator Paterson.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 848 are
Senat ors Connor, Dollinger, Duane, Gonzal ez,
Mar kowi t z, Mont gonery, Onorato, Paterson
Rosado, Schnei derman, A. Smith, M Smth, and
St avi sky. Ayes, 44. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

Senator Velella.

SENATOR VELELLA: M. President,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the
I nsurance Commttee in Room 332, the Majority
Conf erence Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the |Insurance
Committee in the Majority Conference Room
Room 332.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
642, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 393, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
consecutive ternms of inprisonnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of
Novenber .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56. Nays,
1. Senator Montgonery recorded in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
bill is passed.

Senator Velella, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR VELELLA: M. President,
is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No housekeepi ng,
Senat or .

SENATOR VELELLA: M. President,

can we stand at ease for a few nonments.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
house will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 4:05 p.m)

SENATOR VELELLA: For the
conveni ence of the nenbers, so they can plan
their day accordingly, at 4:30 there will be a
neeting of the Health Conmittee in the
Maj ority Conference Room 4: 30.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: At
4:30 there will be a neeting of the Health
Committee in the Majority Conference Room
Room 332.

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 4:14 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Senate will conme to order.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC M. President,
have a privileged resolution at the desk. |
woul d ask that it be read in its entirety and

nove for its imredi ate adoption

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: By Senat or Bruno,
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Legi sl ati ve Resol uti on Nunmber 4056, nourning
the death of Hi s Em nence John O Connor

Ar chbi shop of the Roman Cat holic Di ocese of
New Yor K.

"WHEREAS, It is with profound
sorrow and deepest regret that this
Legi sl ati ve Body, representing the peopl e of
the State of New York, is noved to nourn the
death of a man of singular distinction and
extraordi nary acconplishnment; and

"WHEREAS, The purposeful |ife of
John Cardi nal O Connor, an em nent man of
indomtable faith, spirit and perseverance,
will forever be an inspiration to others; and

"WHEREAS, One of the nobst pious
religious leaders in the United States, a
truly faithful shepherd of the Roman Catholic
Church, John Cardi nal O Connor, the ol dest
active Roman Catholic bishop in the United
St ates, passed away on Wednesday, My 3, 2000,
at the age of 80; and

"WHEREAS, born in Phil adel phia on
January 15, 1920, Cardinal O Connor attended
public schools until he was a hi gh schoo

junior. Then, under the Christian Brothers of
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Phi | adel phia's West Catholic Hi gh, he was
inspired to take up a religious life.

"Cardi nal O Connor entered St.
Charl es Borronmeo Sem nary at the age of 16 and
was ordained in 1945. He began his religious
career in his native city, teaching and doi ng
pari sh work.

"From 1952 to 1979, he served as a
chaplain with the Navy and Marine Cor ps,
rising to the rank of rear admral and the
position of chief of chaplains for the Navy;
and

"WHEREAS, |In 1979 the Pope ordai ned
Cardi nal O Connor bishop for the United States
Arnmed Forces, and he was assignhed to the
mlitary vicarate under Cardi nal Terence Cooke
of New York; and

"WHEREAS, |In May 1983, he was

appoi nted bi shop of Scranton, Pennsyl vani a.
He held that post |less than a year before
bei ng chosen to succeed Cardi nal Cooke as New
Yor k archbi shop and spiritual |eader of 2.4
mllion Catholics in the New York Archdiocese.
He was elevated to Cardinal in May 1985; and

"WHEREAS, Cardi nal O Connor was the
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host of his own television program wote a
weekly colum in the Archdi ocesan newspaper,
and conducted an on-line chat in 1995 in which
he answered questions on subjects ranging from
his view on abortion to his favorite author.

“In recognition of a lifetine of
service and acconplishments, the United States
Congress awarded Cardi nal O Connor the
country's highest civilian honor, the
Congr essi onal Gol d Medal .

"Afamliar figure to devout
Catholics as well as other New Yorkers,
Cardi nal O Connor reached out to many
conmunities and was instrumental in the
Vatican's recognition of Israel; and

"WHEREAS, An extrenely religious,
patriotic Anmerican who served his country with
pride and his God with great care and concern,
Cardi nal O Connor was man of remarkable faith
and spirit who inspired people of al
religions with his nmessage of hope, conpassion
and | ove; and

"WHEREAS, From his first
Phi | adel phia parish to soldiers on the

battl efield, fromthe carnage of Bosnia to the
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tragedy of AIDS, Cardinal O Connor served as a
cour ageous and el oquent spokesperson for the
teachings and traditions of the church, which
he comruni cated with integrity and sincerity;
and

"WHEREAS, John Cardinal O Connor is
survived by two sisters, Dorothy Ham lton and
Mary Theresa Ward, and a brother, Thonas J.
O Connor; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to pay tribute
to the menory of John Cardi nal O Connor
menorializing his |ife and acconplishnments for
the edification and emul ation of all; and be
it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnitted
to the famly of John Cardi nal O Connor and
t he Archdi ocese of New York."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

You know, as you listen to the
resolution that's been read -- and it takes

just a fewmnutes to read a lifetinme of
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service by John Cardinal O Connor. And as you
just reflect, you just can't help but think
about the world as we know it and you wonder
how you continue to carry on the good things
that the Cardinal worked for and stood for.

You know, when | nmet him-- and |
had the privilege within the | ast coupl e of
years of having lunch with he and sonme of the
others -- he was one of the nost inpressive
i ndividuals that 1've ever spent any tine
with. | nmean, his intellect, his wit, his
sincerity, it was just as conpelling as it
coul d be.

And when you thought about a man
i ke that, you just had the feeling that he
coul d have been anything that he wanted to be.
And what he wanted to be was to spend his life
committed to others. 1In the service -- and
you tal k about a career, having had a career
to be proud of in the service, a mnistry
there as chaplain, and then to go on from
t here.

And when | was visiting with him
he indicated -- because | said, "How do you

get to be a cardinal?" And he said it was the

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




3206

nost unlikely thing on his mnd. That when he
was really through with the service and he was
in a diocese, that he literally thought that
he was going to kind of take it easy. And he
got called to accept the responsibility as
cardinal. And he said it happened al nost just
l'i ke that.

And he just dedi cated hinself
really to those that had the least. The
si ckest people, people with AIDS, that he
woul d take up their cause. The poorest people
t hat anyone could relate to. People that
i mm grated over that really didn't have many
people to turn to.

He was just a good person, wanting
to inprove the |life of so nany others. And
when you think about himand his nmenory, you
just think in ternms of all of his presence and
all of the good things that he did.

And | guess there's sone
consol ation in recogni zing that those things
go on. The things he stood for, that he
wor ked for, they just go on.

He's gone on now to his reward and

has now approached what nay be retirenent.
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But | have a feeling that he'll be up there
doing a lot of things to nake sure that
everyt hing that happens up there is as
effective as it can be.

But you just couldn't help, in
com ng away fromspending time with him in
just feeling that you were in the presence of
sonmebody that was truly a great individual
As | was just listening for a couple of
mnutes to the history of sort of his life, |
think all of us can be proud that he was the
Ar chbi shop here in New York and of his life
and of the legacy that he | eaves all of us
here being from New York.

And | renenber as | was | eaving
that [uncheon, | nmade the comment -- he was
going to Italy every nonth, neeting with the
Pope, talking with the Pope every nonth. And
| said | had never been to Italy. And he
said, "I amgoing to take you. You are going
to goto ltaly, and you're going to have an
opportunity to nmeet the Pope."

And through no fault of his, but
all of mne -- because a flight of seven or

ei ght or nine hours wasn't anything that | was
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| ooking to, so it never happened. But he was
sincere when he said, "You just call and |et
me know, and that will happen.™

And that's the kind of man he was,
just reaching out all the time, just doing
things for people. So we can all be proud
that he was here in New York and that we knew
of himand all the good things that he | eaves
W th us.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOODMAN: Madam
President, with the [oss of Cardinal O Connor
| think a nunber of us who worked w th himand
knew himfeel a deep sense of personal | o0ss.
This was an extraordi nary man, possibly the
closest thing to a saint that | shall ever
have the privil ege of know ng.

I would Iike to reflect just very
briefly upon a fewinteractions | had with His
Em nence, and | think that will convey the
extraordi nary breadth of his humanitarian
instincts and his concern for his fellow nen.

Let it be noted that it was

wel | -known to himthat | was one of those who
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led the initial debate in this chanber for the
abortion reformlaw. Despite his deep and
total conmtnent to life, he was nonethel ess
prepared to have a di al ogue on issues that
were unrelated to that. And | think that
reflects his extraordinary capacity to enbrace
ot hers who m ght have disagreed with himin
one arena while seeking to work with themin
anot her arena.

Let ne just nmention a few things
that m ght be of interest in this chanber.
First of all, Madam President, the first
occasion | ever visited the Cardinal at his
resi dence related to a school reformmatter in
whi ch he had a deep interest. W discussed
t he concept of pedagogy, and | saluted the
extraordi nary proficiency of pedagogy as it's
practiced in the parochial schools.

There are few places in which
education is delivered with greater
ef fecti veness and greater econony at the sane
time than in the Catholic parochial schools of
New York City. And we were interested in
seeing if there were not sone experinental

nmet hods i n which those teaching techniques
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coul d be expanded to be available to others
beyond the Catholic instructional area.

Beyond that, we once had a very
i nteresting discussion concerning the matter
of AIDS and the treatnent of AIDS patients.
And as is probably known, the Catholic Church
runs probably the best hospice systemfor AlDS
victinms that exists. For those of you who nmay
have been within the anbit of any of these
facilities, you will note the extraordi nary
degree to which the AIDS patient is conforted
in his or her final days. |It's an inspiration
in ternms of the way in which care can be
del i ver ed.

Al so, the Cancer Care Hospital,
whi ch is made avail abl e through the Catholic
Charities in New York, is one of the great
cancer care institutions of the nation and is
certainly an exanple to be followed by those
of us who care deeply for the term na
patients who have problens in this arena.

I'"d like to mention that not | ong
ago, at a Friendly Sons of St. Patrick's
di nner, when | saluted the Cardinal -- and

incidentally, | always called him"Admral,"
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because as a forner adnmiral's aide nyself in
the Navy, | had i nmense respect for his
stature as a real admral, which is ararity,
to have a clergyman rise to that rank

He was, of course, the principa
clerical admral in the Navy, a very unique
di stinction indeed. And his eyes would al ways
twinkle when | called him"Adm ral" and
sal uted him

But | did see himon the dais of
the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick's dinner. At
that point, he said "Wwuld you conme to ny
of fice next week? 1'd like to speak with you
concerning a matter of nutual interest.”

| went to see him And I've
al ready nentioned in this chanber during the
course of an earlier debate his concern with
the so-called bias crine bill. It was the
Cardinal's conviction that the tinme had cone
for the church to give every possible
consi deration to the passage of that type of
| egi sl ati on.

And toget her we determ ned what
m ght be a useful strategy in bringing other

menbers of the church -- principally the
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bi shops -- into alignment with that thinking.

The strategy was carried into | ast
sumer, and it was his suggestion that there
be a neeting, a convocation of the bishops to
consi der this question. And during that
convocation it was his thought that he shoul d
invite nyself and possibly one or two other
| egislators to explain the nature of this
bill.

Unfortunately, at that point he was
struck with the term nal cancer which finally
took himfromus. W were never able to
consunmate that. But | thought that his deep
concern for this issue was inspirational and
deeply humani tari an.

Finally, Madam President, nay |
observe that on one occasion a dear friend of
m ne was severely hurt in an autonobile
acci dent. He happened to be the son of one of
our Republican county chairnen resident in
Westchester. He lay in a conm, the young man
did, and Cardi nal O Connor ventured up to
West chester for the sole purpose of praying at
t he bedside of this stricken young man and

bri nging consolation to his famly.
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Beyond that, let ne just say his
sense of hunor was all-enconpassing. |
remenber at his convocation in St. Patrick's
Cat hedral he wore a baseball cap instead of
hi s accustoned skullcap. And this was
somret hi ng whi ch brought peals of laughter to
those in the audi ence, and i mredi ately
reveal ed that he was a man of great
humani t ari an and wonderful good fell owship
i nstincts.

And so | conclude by sinply saying
that here was a man we shall not see his like
ever again, I'"'msure. | deeply value the
association with him | revere him | shal
always carry himin nmy recollection with the
deepest adm ration and respect.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Senat or Bruno, your comments were
very eloquent. And it's kind of ironic that
Cardi nal O Connor grew up in a very hunble and
nodest fam |y background in northern
Pennsyl vani a, as did you.

Cardi nal O Connor was al ways very
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good to nme and sonebody that was an absol ute
hero to me. And as | was chosen Catholic
Legi slator of the Year as a result of his
intercession, it was one of the thrills of ny
life.

But |let nme just say that his hunor,
his commtnment, the way that he was revered in
this state and in this nation is truly unique.
Cardi nal O Connor was a remarkabl e guy, as
hunbl e and as down-to-earth as anybody coul d
be.

Anybody that net himor ever spoke
to himwas absolutely taken with the
confortable way, the kind way -- his humlity,
but his strength. | was -- everyone that has
spoken about Cardi nal O Connor and has known
hi m was taken by the way that he certainly
i npressed them|like no one they had ever net.

Seldomw || we ever see sonmeone
like this again. The Catholic Church was
i ndeed fortunate to have such a | eader.
Certainly New York State and humanity was
i npressed by his | eadership. W'Ill mss him
And | know that Cardinal O Connor is |ooking

down upon us all
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And he had a great interest in this
house and in this Legislature and | think knew
t he backgrounds of al nost everyone that served
here. He was very, very know edgeabl e and
sonmebody that his breadth of interest was
incredi ble, fromthe baseball hat to whatever
it took to serve his people.

Cardi nal O Connor was a great man
and we'll all mss him

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Farl ey.

Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Much has been said nmerely in the
past week concerning Cardinal O Connor. And
think, if I may be -- certainly add mnmy voice
to everything that's been said, and perhaps
wi thout reciting all the Cardinal's many
acconpl i shnments, certainly his outspoken
| eadership role, his consistency to his
m ssi on.

What nost al ways i npressed ne,
frankly, for many years about the Cardi nal was

hi s personal kindliness, his gentleness and
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his willingness to reach out in tinmes of
trouble. And you know, if you've read in the
newspapers these past days, there have been
accounts of himcalling people in hospitals,
visiting people in hospitals, calling people
when, you know, he read in the paper there was
sonme trouble | oomng on the horizon for them

And | want to say what npst
i npressed nme is that that extended to people
who he often differed with. And he could
sonmetinmes be -- well, he could let you know
when he differed. He had a way of letting you
know when he di sagreed with you.

And | read in the paper the other
day about GCeral dine Ferraro recounting how
kind he was to her famly on nunerous
i nstances, calling her to inquire about her
son, her husband, and so on. Even though in
the headlines they seened to be adversaries
for a tine. And he did indeed cancel some
appear ances she was to nake to speak in
certain Catholic institutions.

For nyself, | felt his kindness at
a time when this house indeed was in great

turnmoil sonme 13 years ago. And there were
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newspaper stories about various nmenbers, and
there were investigations and all sorts of
things. And, you know, | had ny share of
newspaper stories that made it |look like |I was
bei ng marched to the gall ows rather

immnently. It never happened, thank God.

But newspaper stories, as we al
know, can make people | ook pretty bad. And
during those weeks, | noticed -- that's when
you notice the fair-weather friends and the
real friends. That's when you find sone
peopl e seemto cross the street rather than
stand and talk to you. Oher people conme up
and encour age you.

And during that time, the Cardina
hosted a reception for |egislators and spouses
at the chancery and his home. And |I'Il never
forget ringing the doorbell, being there with
nmy wife. | think one of the nastiest stories
| hope to ever read about ne or ny famly was
i n the newspaper that norning.

And the Cardinal nade it a point,
he | ooked down -- you know, it's kind of a
grated wi ndow he | ooked through. And there

was a nonsignor there who was greeting
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everyone, but the Cardi nal personally cane
bounci ng down the steps, opened the door,
said, "Marty Connor, cone in. You re always
wel come here,” put his arns around nme and ny
wi fe, marched us into the whole gathering and
kept us at his side for quite sone tine.

Del i vering a nessage to nmany ot hers who were
assenbl ed there, you know.

So as | read the many accounts of
hi s ki ndness, on a personal |evel | understood
exactly how true those accounts were, how
that's the way the Cardinal did operate. He
was in the pastoral sense -- |eaving aside the
Prince of the Church role, he really was a
pastor to people, whether they were Catholic
or not. He certainly reached out to all New
Yor kers when he sensed they needed a bit of
encour agenent, they needed to -- he really had
a way of conveying to everyone their worth as
an individual and his care and concern for
t hem

So certainly I shall mss him But
| thank God that we were benefited here in
New York with his presence and his | eadership

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Connor.

Senat or Mar chi

SENATOR MARCHI : M. President,
it -- everything that's been said is so true
and reflects the feelings and the aspect
that -- | was about the third row right from
the altar when this was taking place, and
there were all kinds of people. And you can
see in their faces by | ooking at them what
their racial, ethnic, spiritual, wherever they
came from whether they believed or didn't
believe at all, how marked an inprint and
i npact that Cardinal John O Connor had on
them Absolutely true

Because he still had this profound
| ove of individuals, of people. Fierce in his
adherence and his allegiance to the faith,
with that went also this great |ove of
humani ty and peopl e, individuals, regardl ess
of differences.

| renmenber | wote to himwhen he
came out for -- I think all of you are too
young to renmenber Dorothy Day and Peter

Maurin. And he took up the cause of their
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beatification and beyond. And | wote to him
| said | was -- that was al nost 60 years ago
and | renmenber being -- working with the ACTU,
whi ch supported Dorothy Day.

But at that tinme she was | ooked on
with great m xed feelings, because she had a
riotous start as a young lady. | mean, she
did everything that no one even woul d have
dream of doing, and yet there was this
bel oved worman doi ng so nmuch for the poor and
with evident |ove and respect that she had for
ever ybody.

And | said he didn't, when | wote,
| wote to him-- but | used to see himquite
often, but he was sick by this time. And I
wote to him | said, "I know you'll bounce
back. You always do," | said. But she didn't
even have the support that St. Augustine had
when he had a m xed youth. But he had St.
Monica, | pointed out in the letter,
supporting himand praying for him

And he wote a very hunorous
response, which | certainly appreciated.

Cardi nal Law nmentioned his

out rageous hunor. And he was, you know, a
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person who can enjoy hinself just by just
human conpani onshi p, w thout respect to how
you feel or not asking you anything speci al
except to exchange love for |Iove and all that
goes with it.

Cardi nal Law nmentioned -- and this
| didn't know. None of us knew. W were
there waiting for the party of people that had
gone down to the crypt. And on the crypt, as
was faithfully reported by the New York Tines
and ot her publications, and what was said in
t he address that Cardi nal Law gave to us, on
the crypt was inscribed "There is no | ove
wi t hout justice.”

Meani ng we have to be fair with
people. W have to recogni ze the basic
reality of existence and our purpose in life.

And he chose that as his notto.
And those of -- those people who will go down
in the crypt, and he nmentioned that, that he
wanted -- this is exactly what he wanted on
his crypt, because there were a nunber of
unfilled places. He said, "I know !l wll be
taking nmy place.” And this is what he wanted,

that there is no | ove without justice.
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And justice goes beyond just being
plain fair. 1t's an inherent and deep
knowl edge of the dignity of every human bei ng,
wi t hout exception. And you can never divest
that person of that respect, even if you're
pol es apart. And this is what consuned him
nost .

And as was poi nted out by previous
speakers, he would rush to their side, be it 2
or 3 o'clock in the norning, at the bedside of
a patient that was ill with AIDS, and give
t hem courage, and as nmuch as his |life would
allow himto do this. And he was a very
strong man until he was stricken so cruelly.

But it was an exceptional,
exceptional nessage that he left to us, that
in the position that -- the nodest position
that we hold in life here, that you cannot
| ove without justice to our fellow human
bei ngs.

So we sorely mss his presence.
But as Cardi nal Angel o Sodano said, "Wll, we
don't offer condolences. W offer thanks to
the Alm ghty for having given us Cardina

O Connor for so nany years."
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And i ndeed, he was with us and he
consol ed and enriched us during all of those
years that he was at our side.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN
Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Everyone has been eloquent. It's
been stated so well the type of person John
Cardi nal O Connor was and is.

And | would just share, | too had
occasions to neet with him And as a matter
of fact, we traveled from Ogdensburg to Al bany
t oget her not that many years ago.

And enconpassi ng what everyone is
sayi ng here today, | would just say Cardi al
O Connor is a nman who, when you net with him
it's sonething you never forget. You never
forget. He had such presence, such poi se,
and, yes, a sense of hunor.

And as | say, people that have
spoken ahead of ne really have covered it all
I would just say anyone who is so fortunate as
to have been touched by the |ife of Cardina

O Connor personally is that nmuch better a
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per son.

And | can only say that thinking
t hrough the years, he is the type of
i ndividual or is the individual that really
stands out in your m nd because of the
contri butions he nmade and how he rel ated and
how he was able to comunicate with people.

We're all better people because of
Car di nal O Connor

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Stafford.

Senat or Lachnan.

SENATOR LACHMAN: I first met
Cardi nal O Connor about a dozen years ago when
a group of Catholic and Jew sh [ay and
religious |eaders sat down at the mansion to
di scuss issues of concern to the Catholic and
Jewi sh community in the Archdi ocese of New
York and beyond that.

| was pleasantly surprised and
shocked, | rmnust say, that when the Cardina
di scovered that one or perhaps two of the ten
Jewi sh participants was kosher, that he
ordered his staff to secure a kosher caterer,

to bring in new cutlery and new sil verware.
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This is the type of man that he
was. He always thought of the needs of other
peopl e.

About eight years ago | was
surprised to discover that | was appointed to
cochair, with former Governor Carey, a blue
ri bbon panel on the future of Catholic
education in New York State. And | was
somewhat taken aback because my whol e
background was in the public schools and not
in the nonpublic schools. And I discovered
fromthe superintendent of schools and the
vicar for education that this honor was
checked out with the Cardinal Archbi shop of
New Yor K.

We had frequent conversations on
i ssues of education, national education. W
had conversations dealing with infertility.
And the | ast one was just a few weeks before
his recent surgery of |ast sunmer that proved
to be fatal.

He was a very unusual man. Many
peopl e have expressed this uni gueness of the
Cardi nal much better than | can. Not only was

he the primate of the Catholic Church in North
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Anerica, especially after the passing of
Joseph Cardi nal Bernardin of Chicago, not only
was he consistent with the basic principles of
the church regardl ess of the difficulties that
m ght ensue fromhis totally seaml ess garnent
of pro-life feelings -- com ng out even
agai nst the death penalty when very few people
woul d cone out agai nst the death penalty -
Cardi nal O Connor was not only a living synbo
of religiosity to his own parishioners and to
Catholics, but he was a synbol of the infinite
goodness and ki ndness and t hought ful ness and
graci ousness that his whole life was an
exanpl e of to people of all religions, whether
they are Catholic, Jew sh, Protestant, and
Musl i m

| mean, soneone nentioned that -- |
think the resolution nentioned his influence
on the church's position in recognizing the
State of Israel. He had a trenendous
i nfluence on encyclicals and statenents of the
church dealing with facing up to anti-Senmtism
and the Hol ocaust. He had a trenendous
i nfluence on what is taking place in Northern

I rel and t oday.
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He had a trenmendous influence in
bei ng one of the strongest supporters and
backers of working people in the city and
state of New York, supporting unions,
supporting people who did not, he felt,
recei ve enough funding to support their own
fam|lies.

You cannot define this Cardinal as
| i beral, conservative, progressive. You have
to define himas one of the nbst outstanding
human bei ngs that wal ked this earth in the
20th century. And those of us who live in the
state of New York and those of us who had the
privilege of knowi ng hi mnow know that we wil |
probably never see the |ikes of him again.

May his soul rest in peace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Lachnan.

Senat or Mal t ese.

SENATOR MALTESE: M. President,
it's extrenely difficult to follow ny good
col | eagues with such el oguence -- Senator
Lachman, Senator Marchi, so nany others. At
the sane tine, | would be reniss not to say a

few words of recollection, not to do Cardi nal
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O Connor honor but to state that he did us
honor in so many ways.

Li stening to ny col |l eagues and
listening to the corments that have been made
in the |ast few days, | realize now why he
seened to have such an intinmate know edge of
the Legislature and particularly the Senate.
Because in so many ways he knew intimately ny
col | eagues. He knew of their interests, he
knew of their dedication.

And in speaking to him there never
was a tine when he hesitated to speak hinself
rat her than through an internediary. |
renmenber very vividly the first time | spoke
to himmany years ago on a question of
| egi slation and thinking that I would get on
with possibly his assistant or a bishop or an
auxiliary bishop. | was surprised when the
Cardi nal hinself got on the phone and
i ndi cated an awareness, an interest, and a
know edge of legislation that was to cone
before this house.

And that was repeated over and over
again in the intervening years. And they were

not only issues of the right to life or
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Cat hol i c education, but they were issues of
econonic justice and even, yes, the death
penalty, where | didn't -- | was not of his
m nd.

It was very plain that his spirit
enconpassed, his spirit and his interests
enconpassed all issues that affected not only
the noral and spiritual |ife of New Yorkers
and the people of this country but also their
econonic well-being, their famly life, their
noral exi stence.

| think it's a testament to the
greatness of the man that so nany people from
so many wal ks of |life who m ght have di sagreed
wi th himon one subject or another do him
honor by their testanents on his behalf.

One thing is certain. He was not
one to engage in that fal se camaraderi e which
woul d seek acclaimor friendship fromthose
who woul d di sagree with himon matters that he
m ght consider of faith and norals. He stated
his position, not in a belligerent or
aggressive or antagonistic role. Based on his
Navy background, he probably said, You take ne

as | amor you don't take me at all. And
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apparently and not apparently, but that was
actual ly as people took him

Because he was a great man and
certainly was a nan that, as Senator March
has just indicated, that we will not see his
i ke again. Because in the past 20 or 30
years |'ve been involved in public life, it is
very, very difficult indeed to think of
anot her man |i ke himwho was a holy nan, a
know edgeabl e man, a man of conpassion, a nan
of humanity, a great humanitarian.

W will sorely mss himin New
York, and we will mss himcertainly in areas
of right to life and areas of economc
justice, in areas that will be confronting
this Legislature and | egi sl atures across the
country on matters that will cone up, not only
i ssues |i ke euthanasia but sone of the cloning
and infertility problens that are conpl ex
noral issues that will have to be closely
exam ned.

And it was not only hearteni ng but
sonmet hing that noved us all to have this great
man of great know edge and infinite wi sdom on

our side speaking on behalf of all people. He
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is amn that will be mssed. He is a true
man, a true man of God.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Maltese.

On the resolution, all those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN
Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOCDIVAN: M. President,
Senator Bruno would like to open this
resolution up to all the nenbers for
cosponsorship. Could you pl ease put everyone
On as COSponsors.

But if anyone does not w sh to be

on the resolution, you should notify the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: Thank
you, Senator Goodnan.

Al'l Senators, unless they notify
t he desk otherw se, shall be put on the

resol uti on as cosponsors.
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SENATOR GOCDIVAN: M. President,
is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: No
housekeepi ng.

SENATOR GOODIVAN: Senat or
Seabrook, I'd |like to recognize you for
pur poses of casting a vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN
Senat or Seabr ook, you wi sh to be recogni zed?

SENATOR SEABROCK: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN
Senat or Seabr ook.

SENATOR SEABROCK: M. President,
wi t h unani nous consent, |1'd like to be -- |
was out of the room when Cal endar 848 was
called, and I'd Iike to be recorded in the
negati ve on Cal endar 848.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN
Wt hout objection, you will be recorded in the
negati ve, Senator.

Senat or Goodnan.

SENATOR GOCDIVAN: M. President,
there being no further business to cone before

the Senate, | nove we adjourn until Wdnesday,
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May 10th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MORAHAN: On the

notion to adjourn, the Senate will stand
adj ourned until Wednesday, May 10th, at
11: 00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:55 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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