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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, March 7th, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday,

March 6th, was read and approved. On notion,
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.
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Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

I nove that the following bill be
di scharged fromits respective commttee and
be reconmtted with instructions to strike the

enacting clause: Senate 6772.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.
SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

there's a privilege resolution at the desk by
Senator Dollinger. My we please have the
title read and nove for its i mediate
adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Dol i nger, Legislative Resolution 3304, urging
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the New York State Congressional Delegation to
grant the President's energency suppl enent al
request to provide additional funds for the
Low I ncone Hone Ener gy Assi stance Program

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam President. Just briefly, on this.

I'd |ike to cormend Senator Wi ght,
as Chair of the Energy Conmittee in this
house, who has been a | eader in pushing for
additional funds into the home heati ng
assi stance program

What this resolution sinply asks is
that the Congressional del egation from New
York join as a group to secure the additiona
$600 mlIlion in special federal assistance for
t he hone heating oil assistance program

The President has announced this.
| think this is a wonderful thing for the
peopl e that we represent that need hone
heati ng oil

And | conmend Senator Wi ght and
the Energy Committee for their work, quick

work, in both laying out the difficulties with

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1196

hone heating oil prices and his work to nake
sure that we have a handle on what is
happening in those prices and in that

mar ket pl ace.

The passage of this resol ution
think will send a clear nessage to everyone in
New York that the assistance for hone heating
oil is critical to the people that we
represent.

And | al so commend Covernor Pat aki,
who has by adm nistrative regul ation increased
the incone |evel at which people will qualify
for the HEAP plan. | think it was a good nove
on his part, and | think it broadens the
benefits of assistance to those who need hone
heati ng oil assistance.

In this year, when the price of
hone heating oil approaches $2 a gallon, it's
the right thing to do.

And | urge the adoption of this
resol uti on, Madam President. And | thank the
Majority for allowing it to cone to the floor

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all in favor signify by saying

aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we can have the reading of the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
113, by Senator Hof fmann, Senate Print 4265,
an act to amend the Agriculture and Markets
Law, in relation to electronic filing.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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172, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1016, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
i ncreasing the penalties for custodi al
i nterference.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 50th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

176, by Senator Sal and, Senate Print 1830, an
act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
establ i shing a presunption.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
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THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
212, by Senator Larkin, Senate Print 6257A, an
act inrelation to establishing a library
district inthe Cty of Kingston, U ster
County.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

246, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 3775,
an act to anend the Executive Law, in relation

to personal interviews.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR DUANE: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
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asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
286, by Senator Marcellino, Senate Print 6483,
an act to amend the Environnmental Conservation
Law, in relation to unlawful taking of
wildlife.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

297, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 6186, an
act to authorize the Holy Church of Christ in
the Town of Islip to file an application.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 45. Nays,
1. Senator Dollinger recorded in the
negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
298, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print 709,
an act to anmend the Surrogate's Court
Procedure Act, in relation to conputation of
t he conmi ssi ons.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

January.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

317, by Senator Seward, Senate Print 6133A, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Municipal Law, in
relation to designation of additional economc

devel opnent zones.
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THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 46.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

319, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 6589, an
act to anmend Chapter 540 of the Laws of 1992
anmendi ng the Real Property Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

325, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 6270, an

act to anend the Public Authorities Law, in
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relation to ternms of office of nenbers.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date as
Chapter 605 of the Laws of 1999.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

327, by Senator Padavan, Senate Print 6427A,
an act to amend the Public Authorities Law, in
relation to half-fare rate program

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 47.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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349, by Senator Leibell, Senate Print 6315, an
act to legalize, ratify and confirmthe acts
and proceedi ngs of the Board of Education of
t he Put nam County Vall ey Central School
Di strict.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a | ocal
fiscal inpact note on this bill.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 48.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the
Energy Committee in the Majority Conference
Room Room 332.

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Energy Committee in
the Majority Conference Room Room 332.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could now take up the controversia
cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
246, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 3775,
an act to amend the Executive Law, in relation

to personal interviews by the Board of Parole.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR DUANE: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o,

an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Madam Presi dent and ny col | eagues,
this neasure before us was introduced at the
request of the State Division of Parole, and
it's a neasure that |'ve been working and
menbers of our comm ttee have been working on
with Parole for a nunmber of nonths.

And that is to change the Executive

Law relating to a requirenment that the Parole
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Board menbers, who nust travel to each of the
prison facilities in our state to conduct
t hese parol e hearings, that we engage in
utilizing the technol ogy avail able today in
t el econferencing the parol e hearing.

That we're adding the use of -
this neasure adds the use of video
tel econferencing as a nethod of conducting
such interviews. It does not mandate that
t hese interviews be conducted using video
tel econferencing. It does not say that in al
cases we nust use video tel econferencing.
What it does is provide a tool for the
Di vi sion of Parol e.

Because if you have any idea of the
| ogi stical travels that Parole nust go
t hrough, traveling to virtually all corners of
the state, in many cases four- or five-hour
drives to the renpte areas of the state where
prison facilities are |ocated, certainly it's
a time-consum ng process, an energy-consum ng
process, a costly process.

And what we're trying to do is
mtigate all those costs in establishing, at

| east allowing in certain cases, the use of
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vi deo t el econf erenci ng.

There has been a study, a pil ot
proj ect between the State Board of Parole and
the State Departnent of Correctional Services
for the use of video tel econferencing for
parol e rel ease interviews, and that has been
effective. Now we're taking it one step
further to this process.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you. Wuld

t he sponsor yield for a couple of questions?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o,
will you yield to a few questions?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: "' mwondering if

the report on the pilot program has been
circulated to all the nenbers of the
commi ttee.

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O | woul d be
glad to facilitate the report. | do not have
it with me today. But we'd glad to facilitate

that to anyone that -- of this house that
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w shes to see it.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you.

SENATOR NOZZOLI O And we'l | make

sure that Senator Duane and the President has
a copy of this report.

SENATOR DUANE: And |'m j ust
wondering -- | just don't know offhand -- do
you know what the present salary for nenbers
of the Parole Board is?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O | s soneone
asking ne to yield?

SENATOR DUANE: Oh, this is
nunber two.

THE PRESI DENT: This is the
second question by Senator Duane.

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O It's the
second question. All right.

Madam Presi dent, certainly the
sal aries of the parole conm ssioners are
readi |y accessi bl e through | ooking at the
Executive Law. | do not know exactly the
salary, but | think it's in the high $90, 000
range.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, on the bill
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THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Duane, on the bill.

SENATOR DUANE: I"mgoing to
continue to withhold ny support for
t el econferencing of the Parol e Board.

First, I"mvery interested in
seeing the results, which | haven't yet seen,
on the pilot program

And the other thing is that | think
that, first of all, nmy inclination is to
believe that there's no substitute for the
personal interaction that happens during a
Parol e Board hearing, and that videotaping
can't substitute for it.

| have a request in with the Parole
Board to experience the technol ogy. Sadly,
that hasn't happened yet. But |I'mstill very
interested in being able to experience what
the technol ogy is.

And then the other point | think
whi ch needs to be made is that no one forces
sonmeone to be on the Parole Board. Actually,
the nenbers of the Parole Board are well paid
to serve on it. And | think part of the

duties of the Parole Board nenmbers is to
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actually go to the neetings.

And so for those reasons, |'m going
to continue to oppose the use of video
conferencing until we see the data. Although
even at that, | still believe that there's no
substitute for the personal interaction that
woul d happen.

So | would urge ny colleagues to

vote no until we have sone clarification about

t hat .

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 51. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
Senator Smith, why do you rise?
SENATOR SM TH: Madam Pr esi dent,
| request unani nbus consent to be recorded in

t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 176.
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THE PRESI DENT:

obj ecti on,

Senator Smith, you will

W t hout

be so

recorded as voting in the negative on Cal endar

176.

Senat or Skel os,

readi ng of the controversial

SENATOR SKELCS:
housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT:
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELCS:

notions to di scharge.

that conpletes the

cal endar.

Is there any

No, there isn't,

If we can go to

THE PRESI DENT: Motions to
di schar ge.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam
President, | believe there's a -

THE PRESI DENT:

Secretary will read first.

Excuse ne. The

THE SECRETARY: Senate Bill 801,
by Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
General Cbligations Law, the Cvil Practice

Law and Rul es,

THE PRESI DENT:

SENATOR BRESLI N:

Senat or

and the Public Health Law.

Breslin.

Madam
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President, may | be heard on the notion?

THE PRESI DENT: O course. On
t he notion, Senator

SENATOR BRESLI N: There's a bill
before this legislature, a notion dealing with
a bill toinclude HMO liability in New York
St at e.

El even ot her states have adopted
it, nost recently California. W hold
accountants liable, we hold doctors liable, we
hold | awers liable. But we have health
mai nt enance organi zations that nake critica
deci sions dealing with not a patient but with
a bottom i ne.

When we have them maki ng deci si ons
dealing with a bottomline, we affect our
constituents and their health. Nowis the
time to adopt |egislation that holds HMOs
l'i abl e.

There's an argunent, will this cost
nore noney through |lawsuits? | answer no. It
i ncreases the responsibility of health
mai nt enance organi zati ons and nmakes them nore
efficient. It makes them nore accountable to

us, the public, to allow us, if they nake
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m st akes, to be held accountable in a court of
law. To do otherwi se is ignoring what New
York State people want and deserve.

And | urge ny fell ow Denocrats and
menbers fromthe other side to join with me to
make HMO |iability a reality. W've passed a
Patient's Bill of Rights which takes a smal
step, a small step to ensure proper nedica
conduct. But we still don't have that |aw
that holds HM3s responsible for their conduct.

Thank you very nuch, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion,
all in favor signify by saying aye.

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| join with Senator Breslin in
urging that we nove this bill to the floor and
we vote on it.

We have sonething that is
conpl etely out of sync with the rest of our
civil lawin this state relating to health
mai nt enance organi zati ons. They are i mmune

fromliability. There is no other area of the
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| aw where sonething |ike this has as broad an
i npact on the general public.

There's no reason for this, there's
no justification for this other than the fact
that this particular group of profit-naking
organi zati ons managed to sneak this through
and have hung onto it. W need to nmake HMOs
responsi bl e the way every other organization
is responsible in this state.

Peopl e tal k about trying to create
a market for health care. And we need to have
a good functioning market for health care.

But one of the keys to the markets in the
United States -- and the best exanple of this,
| think, is the securities industry -- is the
civil tort system People are held
responsi bl e, held accountable in court for

m sconduct, for bad action.

And the system works magni ficently.
Qur securities markets are the envy of the
world. People criticize trial lawers. 1'I]
tell you sonething. |If you didn't have tria
| awyers, the securities nmarkets would not be
as good as they are now. And | used to defend

cases in the securities industry. | was on
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t he ot her si de.

We need to apply the sane
principles to the health care industry. This
i ndemni fication, this nagic shield that the
HM3s have is not hel ping, the systemis not
working, and it's tinme for us to follow the
states that have gone before us. It's really
a shame that New York, that has been a | eader
in many areas, has failed to take action on
this.

| urge a yes vote on this and that

we meke this law this year

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion,
all in favor signify by saying aye.
SENATOR STACHOWSKI : Party vote

in the affirmative.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.
THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will call the party vote.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20. Nays,
34.
THE PRESI DENT: The notion is

def eat ed.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print
6439, by Senator Breslin, an act to amend the
Insurance Law, in relation to a cap on rate
i ncreases.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam
President, may | be heard on the notion?

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion,
Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam
President, this is a notion to discharge a
bill that would require the |Insurance
Departnent to conduct hearings when health
mai nt enance organi zations intend to raise
prem uns by nore than 5 percent.

There has been a bill -- there had
been a statute in place, which expired in
January, which called for hearings if there
was nore than a 10 percent increase. Recently
the Assenbly has passed a bill with the
5 percent increase.

Wiy is this inportant? For each
percentage increase in a health insurance

prem um 60, 000 nore people are dislodged from

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




1217

havi ng health insurance. They go on the rolls
of the uninsured.

We passed HCRA proclaimng that we
were going to take people off the rolls of the
uni nsured. Yet here, 1 percent increase in
the prem um 60,000 peopl e taken off.

Qur citizens deserve hearings,
deserve hearings when increases are going to
be nore than 5 percent. Not the Insurance
Departnent and the HMO -- privately, silently,
wi t hout public input -- making decisions that
affect the rates that we pay. And the rates
that we pay are increasing at an al arm ng
pace.

So | urge -- this isn't a Denocrat
or a Republican issue. This is an issue
af fecting each and every one of our
constituents. And | urge this house to nove
to discharge a bill that would allow those
heari ngs to take place when there are
i ncreases in excess of 5 percent.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: On the
notion, all those -- I'msorry, | didn't see

you.
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Senat or Lachman.

SENATOR LACHVAN: M. Chairman, |
woul d |i ke to echo ny coll eague's remarks. |
think Senator Breslin has hit the nai
directly on the head.

Thi s has an adverse inpact upon
working famlies and mddle-class famlies in
the city of New York and the state of New
York, and there is no reason why a hearing
shoul d not take place for an increase of
5 percent or nmore. | strongly support this
notion to discharge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
question is on the notion to discharge. All
in favor of accepting the notion to discharge
signi fy by saying aye.

SENATOR STACHOWSKI : Party vote
in the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20. Nays,
34.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: The
amendnent i s defeat ed.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: M.
President, | believe there's a notion at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print

6595, by Senator Dollinger, an act to amend
the Public Health Law, in relation to health
care information.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: M.
President, I'd |ike to waive the readi ng of
the notion and ask to be heard on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
readi ng of the notion is waived, and you're
now gi ven the opportunity to explain.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you
very much, M. President.

This is a football story, a
football story that starts in 1996, when the
State Legislature |ined up and decided how to
take care of health care in the State of New

York under the Health Care Reform Act.
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And as part of that, we snapped the
bal | of hospital report cards to the Governor
of this state. Wat we said is we believe
that consuners, in order to nake intelligent
choices in a conpetitive health care
envi ronnment, should know the ki nds of
facilities that they go to for health care.

So we created a hospital report card.

And that hospital report card is
very simlar to what we've done in our
standards debate in education, where we issued
report cards about schools. W've issued
report cards about colleges that get federa
and state noney.

And as part of the 1996 act, we
created a hospital report card. And we
snapped the ball to the Governor of this
state.

And unfortunately, the Governor
dr opped back, and he | ooked around hi m and
reali zed that he was under pressure from
special interests. And sure enough, the
hospital interests and other interests sacked
t he Governor, we never got the hospital report

card plan, and he dropped the ball about
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hospi tal report cards.

And | would just suggest to you
today that what we're doing is we're saying
that ball is nowright in the nmddle of the
playing field. It's live in the mddle of the
playing field. And if you vote in favor of
this notion, that ball is going to be sitting
right on the 50-yard line.

And | want to tell ny Republican
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle:
Pick up that ball. [|'ve got 23 bl ockers right
here, 23 bl ockers, a convoy of bl ockers who
are ready. Wen you pick up the ball, we'l
run it to the end zone. |In fact, |I'm even
willing to pick it up right nowin this
notion, and I'mwilling to lateral it to
Senat or Bruno.

Now, all of you from western New
York know that we're very sensitive about the

issue of laterals. And it's a backwards pass.

I"'mthrowing it right back to you. [1'Il throw
it to Senator Hannon, 1'lIl throwit to Senator
Bruno, anybody who wants to catch it. It's
right there. |It's a backwards lateral. It's

clearly |egal
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Al'l you' ve got to do is catch the
ball. And we've got 23 blockers that wll
convoy you down the field, and we can take
hospital report cards and junp over the goa
line and take this idea that was a good idea
in 1996, it was a good idea in 1999, it's a
good idea in the year 2000, we can just junp
over that goal line and do what we decided to
do in 1996: create hospital report cards so
that consuners of this state know the quality
of services they get froma particul ar
hospital in this conpetitive environnent.

I"'mwilling to |ateral the ball

"Il throwit right across the aisle. 1'Il

throw it backwards. It's perfectly |egal.
Pl ease, pick up the ball. Join the 23
bl ockers in front of you. W'I|l transport you

right to the end zone. We'Ill get rid of the
opposition. W'Ill go over the goal |ine, and
we' |l have hospital report cards.

The ball is there, it's lying on
the ground. | challenge you to pick it up and
do the right thing in the year 2000 that we
knew was the right thing in the year 1996.

It's an easy challenge. The bl ockers are
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ready, the gane will be over and our goal wll
be acconplished. Join us. Vote to discharge
this bill fromconmttee, put it on the floor.
It passed -- when we passed HCRA,
it passed unaninously in 1996. | can't
under stand how a unani nous idea in 1996 is
suddenly in such disfavor in the year 2000.
The ball is there. W're ready to go.
| nove to discharge the notion
M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Any

ot her Senator wish to torture that netaphor

further?

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Hear i ng
none -- hearing none, the question is on the

notion to discharge. All those in favor of
the notion to discharge -

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20. Nays,
35.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: The
notion is defeated.

Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATO M. President,
| respectfully request that an instant replay
be given on that |ast count.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could return to reports of standing
commttees. | believe there's a report of the
Energy Committee at the desk. | ask that it
be read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Reports
of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Wi ght,
fromthe Committee on Energy and
Tel ecomruni cati ons, reports:

Senate Print 2426, by Senator
Wight, an act to anend the Public Service

Law,
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2427, by Senator Wight, an act to
amend the Econom c Devel opnment Law;

3901, by Senator Wight, an act to
amend the Public Service Law,

3994, by Senator Wight, an act to
amend the Public Service Law and the State
Admi ni strative Procedure Act;

4917B, by Senator Marcellino, an
act to anmend the Public Service Law,

And 6232, by Senator Alesi, an act
to anend the Public Service Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: W t hout
objection, all bills directly to Third
Readi ng.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
there being no further business to cone before
the Senate, | nove we adjourn until Monday,
March 13th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egi sl ative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Monday, March 13, at 3:00 p.m Intervening
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days will be | egislative days.
(Wher eupon, at 11:40 a.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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