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THE PRESI DENT: Everyone present?
Pl ease rise and repeat with ne the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: The invocation
today will be given by Father Peter G Young
from Bl essed Sacrament Church in Bolton
Landi ng.

REVEREND YOUNG Let us pray.

Dear God, as we gather in this
hol i day season, may we thank two nenbers of
this comunity -- one our Journal Cerk, for
31 years of dedicated service; and another,
Senat or Wal don, for his appointnent as a Court
of Clains judge. W thank themfor their
commtnent to this house and we thank and w sh
themwell in their journey.

As we gather in Your blessing and
in Your prayer, we cone to express our concern
about the welfare of our conmunity, to learn
fromeach other, to growin spirit and in
character, to find Your will for our |ives and
i n our nei ghborhoods.

We thank you for the opportunity in
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this country to assenble here in this Senate
at any tinme and any place to discuss our
concerns as citizens. W are mndful that
many in our world do not enjoy such freedom

Grant us the wisdomto carry out
our decisions within Your will. Bless us as
we conduct our business with dignity and
sensitivity. Anmen.

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Monday, Decenber 13th, the Senate met pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Sunday,
Decenber 12th, was read and approved. On
notion, Senate adjourned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentations of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from

state of ficers.
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Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam
President, | nove that the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective comittees
and be recommtted with instructions to strike
the enacting clause: Senate Nunber 2017.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Il wish to
call up Senator Mrrahan's bill, Senate Print
Nunber 5773, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which
IS now at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1401, by Senat or Morahan, Senate Print 5773,
an act to create the G eenwood Lake

Conmi ssi on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was
passed.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
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will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 37.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO | now nove to
recommt the bill to the Comm ttee on Rules.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Madam Presi dent, pursuant to Rule
11, | amproviding notice of ny intention to

nove to alter the Senate rules on Decenber 15,
1999, or as soon thereafter as the Senate nay
reconvene, to amend the rules to add
provisions relating to the enactnent of
et hi cal standards for nenbers, officers, and
enpl oyees of the New York State Senate.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The notice of
noti on has been received, and it will be
entered in the Journal.

Senat or Fuschill o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7328

President, | nove that the following bills be
di scharged fromtheir respective comittees
and be recommitted with instructions to strike
t he enacting cl ause:

Senat e Nunber 1732, 5217, 1193,
3380, 4387, 1146, 1195, 1491, 3950, 2167,

2818, 2819, 3077, 3672, 3674, 3675, 3733,
4820, 6150, 1551, 3466, 3658, 641, 643, 697,
701, 3018, 5374, 5378, 496, 2052A, 2571, 6226,
1228, 3948, 5023, 5958, and 5968.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

Senat or Fuschi |l o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Il wish to
call up Print Nunber 1638, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
398, by Senator Maltese, Senate Print 1638, an

act to anend the Penal Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO | now nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was
passed.
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll on
reconsi derati on.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 37.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.
SENATOR FUSCHI LLO | now nove to
recommt the bill to the Comm ttee on Rules.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

recomm tted.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO Madam Pr esi dent,
can | just take a second and wel cone Senat or
St avi sky, Toby Stavisky, to this chanber

| believe that this is the first
of ficial session that you will be attending,
and | want to tell you how pleased we are here
that you are joining us in this chanber. And
as you know, you follow in the footsteps of
sonmeone that was very close to you and dear to
your heart and to ours, who distinguished
hi nsel f over the years. And we're confident
that you will certainly follow in that great
tradition.

So wel cone, Senator Stavisky.
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(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or .

As president of the Senate, Senat or
Stavisky, | also want to send you a very warm

and sincere wel cone.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we ask for a inmedi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmittee in Room 332.

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting -

SENATOR BRUNG I"msorry, it's
in 124,

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
Room 124. 124.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
| woul d ask that the Senate stand at ease
pendi ng the report of the Finance Conmmittee.
Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate stands
at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
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ease at 2:20 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 2:45 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will cone to order. | ask the nenbers

to take their chairs, staff to find their

pl aces.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Lack, there will be an

i medi ate nmeeting of the Judiciary Commttee
in the Majority Conference Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: | mredi at e
neeting of the Judiciary Conmttee, imedi ate
neeting of the Judiciary Comrittee in Room
332, the Majority Conference Room

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

if we could return to reports of standing

commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmittee at the desk. | ask that it
be read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Ve will

return to the order of standing commttees.

There is a report of the Finance
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Committee at the desk. The Secretary wll
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Stafford,
fromthe Committee on Finance, reports the
foll owi ng nom nati ons:

As a menber of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, Peter S. Kalikow, of
New York GCity.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the confirnmation of Peter S.
Kal i kow, of New York City, to beconme a nenber
of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.
Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nee i s confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of

the Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
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Joseph J. Lhota, of Brooklyn Heights.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the confirmation of Joseph J.
Lhota, of Brooklyn Heights, to becone a nenber
of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.
Al'l those in favor of the nom nation signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nee i s confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
Rudy Washi ngton, of Laurelton.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nation of Rudy

Washi ngton, of Laurelton, to beconme a nenber
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of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.
Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nee i s confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
the Niagara Frontier Transportation Authority,
Luiz F. Kahl, of WIIliansville.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
nom nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nation of Luiz F. Kahl
of WIlliansville, to becone a nenber of the
Ni agara Frontier Transportation Authority.
Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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nom nee i s confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As nmenbers of the
State Council on the Arts, Debra Ressler
Bl ack, of New York City, and Ruth W Hought on,
of New York City.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nati on of Debra Ressler
Bl ack, of New York Cty, and Ruth W Houghton,
of New York City, to becone nenbers of the
State Council on the Arts. Al those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nees are confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As nmenbers of the
Enpire State Plaza Conmm ssion, Kate Johns, of
A d Chat ham and Dol ores Sarno, of Saratoga
Spri ngs.
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SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nati on of Kate Johns,
of A d Chatham and Dol ores Sarno, of Saratoga
Springs, to becone nenbers of the Enpire State
Pl aza Commi ssion. All those in favor of the
nom nati ons signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nees are confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
the Republic Airport Comm ssion, Joan
FIl aunenbaum of Farm ngdal e.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nation of Joan
FIl aunenbaum of Farm ngdale, to becone a

menber of the Republic Airport Conm ssion.
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Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nee i s confirned.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As sheriff of
St euben County, Richard C. Tweddell, of
Wayl and.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nation of Richard C
Tweddel I, of Wayl and, New York, to becone the
sheriff of Steuben County. Al those in favor
of the nom nation signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

nom nee i s confirned.
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We're very, very pleased to have
the new sheriff of Steuben County in the
gallery to your left.

Sheri ff Tweddel |, congratul ations.
It's nice to have you and your wife join us

today. Good | uck.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

at this time if we could return to notions and
resol uti ons and adopt the Resol ution Cal endar
its entirety, with the exception of
Resol uti ons 2638 and 2619.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: we' ||
return to the order of notions and
resol utions.

The notion is to adopt the
Resol uti on Cal endar on the nmenbers' desks,
with the exception of Resolution 2638 and
2619. Al those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could take up Resol ution Nunber 2619, by
Senator Farley. | ask that it be read inits
entirety and nove for its inmedi ate adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read Resol ution Nunmber 2619, by
Senator Farley, in the entirety.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Farl ey, Legislative Resolution Nunber 2619,
honoring the 109th Airlift Wng.

"WHEREAS, The State of New York
takes great pride in acknow edgi ng the
out st andi ng achi evenents of its esteened
mlitary branches; and

"WHEREAS, The 19th Airlift Wng,
based at the Stratton Air National Guard Base
in Scotia, New York, has just successfully
conpl eted a dangerous and chal | engi ng mi ssi on
to Antarctica. The 109th is the only unit in
the world that operates the ski-equi pped

LC-130 cargo aircraft in the polar regions.
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The unit took over sole support of LC 130
airlift for the U S. Antarctic programin
1998, and began to devel op nedi cal evacuation
protocols following an air drop of nedica
supplies by the United States Air Force in the
sunmer of 1999; and

"WHEREAS, A National Science
Foundati on physician, Dr. Jerri N el sen, used
the supplies to treat herself for a serious
medi cal condition while she was unable to
| eave Antarctica due to severe weat her
conditions. On Septenber 29, 1999, a request
for a nedical evacuation to pick up
Dr. N elsen was forwarded to the 109t h.

"On Cctober 6, 1999, the 109th
| aunched two LC-130 aircraft from Schenect ady,
New Yor k, for Christchurch, New Zeal and, wth
an additional crew | eaving by comrercia
airliner the next day. The crew was del ayed
in New Zeal and for three days before weat her
all owed themto continue the journey to
McMurdo Station, the NSF's research base on
the Antarctic coast. Adverse weather at the
Sout h Pol e once agai n postponed the crew s

| aunch for nore than 24 hours, until they
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finally departed for the South Pole; and

"WHEREAS, At the tine of the
| aunch, the tenperature was m nus 53 degrees
Cel sius, and three hours after their |aunch
tenperatures had warnmed to the required m nus
50 degrees Cel sius, as expected. The crew
| anded in poor visibility, and |l ess than 25
mnutes later was on its way back to McMurdo
with Dr. Nielsen. At McMirdo, Dr. N elsen was
eval uated and deened suitable for further
flight, and the crew proceeded to
Christchurch, along with a C 141 craft from
the 62nd Airlift Wng of the Air Force
Reser ve.

"The 109th conpleted this
hi stori cal nedical evacuation flight at
approximately 7:50 a.m Eastern Standard Tinme
on Cctober 16, 1999, perhaps the earliest
flight to the South Pole in the history of
human expl oration of Antarctica. Dr. N elsen
now i s able to seek further nedical care for
her condition, which would not have been
possi bl e without the extraordinary efforts of
the 109t h; and

"WHEREAS, Crew nenbers of this
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historic flight were Major George R
McAl i ster, Major David Koltermann, Col onel
Marian G Pritchard, Lieutenant Col onel Bryan
M Fennessy, Chief Master Sergeant M chael T.
Cristiano, Senior Master Sergeant Kurt A
Garrison, Technical Sergeant David M Vesper,
Maj or Ki nberly Terpening, Chief Master
Sergeant M chael Casatelli, and Master
Sergeant Kelly MDowel I, and

"WHEREAS, The crew was awarded New
York State Mlitary Meritorious Service Award
nmedal s, and approxi mately 20 nenbers of the
109th were presented with New York State
MIlitary Comrendation nedals in recognition of
t hi s outstandi ng achi evenent; and

"WHEREAS, These brave nenbers of
the 109th are a source of pride and
inspiration for residents of New York State;
now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to
congratulate the 109th Airlift Wng on the
successful conpletion of this challenging
m ssion; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
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Resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to the 109th Airlift Wng."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senator Farley on the resol ution.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

It's with a great deal of pleasure
and honor that | have to speak of this
courageous crew that flewto Antarctica in
i ncredi bl e weat her conditions, 50 bel ow zero
tenperatures, wind chills which they coul dn't
even neasure.

And we're fortunate to have with us
today two of the nenbers that went there,

Maj or Ki nberly Terpeni ng and Chi ef Master
Sergeant M chael Casatelli, who are with us in
the gallery.

And | et ne just say how proud we
are of this group, as the whole world wat ched
and prayed for this rescue nission, which
verged on M ssion | npossible, and which was
successfully brought off by the 109th Air
Wng, which is located in the Stratton Air
Force Base in Schenectady, naned after a | ate,

great Congressnman, Sanuel Stratton.
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We're very, very proud, M.
President, to have these two nenbers wth us,
Maj or Ki nberly Terpeni ng and Master Sergeant
Casatelli with us in the gallery, and I'd Iike
you to give themthe wel cone of the Senate and
to acknowl edge them And if they woul d stand.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: I's there
any ot her nmenber wi shing to speak on the
resol ution?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hear i ng
none, the question is on the resolution. All
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
resol ution is unani nously adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
could we take up Resol uti on Nunber 2638, by

Senator Marcellino, have it read in its
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entirety, and nove for its i medi ate adopti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read Resol ution Number 2638 in
its entirety.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Marcel | i no, Legislative Resolution 2638,
menori al i zi ng Governor CGeorge E. Pataki to
procl ai m Decenber 15th of each year as "Bil
of Rights Day" in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, The Bill of Rights, the
first 10 amendnents to the Constitution of the
United States, limts governnental powers and
protects individual rights; and

"WHEREAS, The Bill of Rights traces
its roots to the signing of England s Magna
Carta in 1215. The Anerican colonies drafted
their charters with decl arations of
i nalienable rights which were |ater threatened
by the British crown, |eading to the war for
i ndependence. After gaining i ndependence,
seven of the 13 states adopted constitutions
that included some formof a bill of rights,
and five states listed individual rights in
t he bodies of their constitutions. The

failure of the United States Constitution to
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include a Bill of Rights gave rise to popul ar
di ssati sfaction and debate, resulting in
Congr essi onal subm ssion of anendnents for
ratification by the states; and

"WHEREAS, The Bill of Rights
guar antees certain fundanmental rights and
privileges of individuals, such as freedom of
religion, speech, press, and assenbly, and
of fers protection against deprivation of life,
|iberty or property w thout due process of the
law, the United States Bill of Rights has
served as a worl dwi de standard for subsequent
attenpts to safeguard human rights; and

"WHEREAS, On February 27, 1790, New
York State ratified 11 of the 12 anendnents to
the Constitution submtted to the Legislature;
only 10 anmendnments were ratified by a
sufficient nunber of states; and

"WHEREAS, On Decenber 15, 1791,
Virginia, the last of the necessary 11 states
to ratify, approved 10 anendnents to the
Constitution of the United States; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative

Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
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Governor George E. Pataki to proclaim
Decenber 15th of each year as 'Bill of Rights
Day' in the State of New York to comrenorate
the date on which the Bill of Rights took
effect in the United States of Amnerica and to
recogni ze and to hei ghten awareness of the
i nportance of the Bill of Rights to the people
of this State and of our Nation; and be it
further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
Resol ution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted
to Governor George E. Pataki."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senator Marcellino on the
resol ution.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you
M. President.

Thi s resol uti on conmenor ates and
honors the day on which the first 10
anmendnents to the -- or the Bill of Rights, as
they' re nore conmonly known, were ratified by
the states. These 10 anendnents, these Bil
of Rights, are what nmke this country great.
These guarantee every citizen the rights that

were enunerated in the resolution, and nmany,

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7348

many nor e.

Il won't go on too |ong, because
everybody has read about them and studied
these things. But | think it's tinme that this
state conmenorate these inportant rights and
privileges that make our country as great as
it is.

M. President, | would also offer
this resolution to be open to all the nenbers
of the chanber who wish to be on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Are there
a nunber of nenbers who would like to
cosponsor the resolution?

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
with the consent of the Mnority Leader, why
don't we open it up to sponsorship. Anybody
t hat doesn't wish to be on the resolution
should so indicate to the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al 'l
right. The chair will direct that the
Secretary include all the nmenbers as
cosponsors of the resolution except for those
menbers who notify the desk that they don't

wi sh to be cosponsors.
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The question is on the resol ution.
Al'l those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
at this time if we could stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat e
w |l stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 3:02 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened

at 3:45 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will conme to order.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
there will be an i mMmedi ate neeting of the

Rul es Conmittee in the Majority Conference
Room And then if the Senate could stand at
ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There
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will be an imedi ate neeting of the Rules
Comm ttee, imredi ate neeting of the Rul es
Committee in Room 332, Room 332, the Majority
Conf erence Room

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 3:48 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened

at 3:50 p.m)

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

i f you would recogni ze Senator Dol linger at

this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Dol |'i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: M.
President, I'd just ask for the chairnman of

t he Denocratic Conference to nmake an
announcenent on behal f of the conference,
Senat or Mendez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER: Senat or
Mendez.

SENATOR MENDEZ: M. Chai r man,
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there will be an imedi ate conference in
Room 314.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEI ER
| medi ate conference of the Mnority
Conference in Room 314.

SENATOR SKELGCS: The Senate will

stand at ease.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MEl ER: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at
ease at 3:52 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened
at 4:17 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Senate will conme to order. | ask the nenbers
to take their chairs, staff to find their
places. |If you need to have a conversati on,
let's take it out of the chanber.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

if we could return to reports of standing

commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Rul es Commttee at the desk. | ask that it be
read.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Ve will
return to the reports of standing comrttees.

There is a report of the Rules
Committee at the desk. 1'll ask the Secretary
to read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
follow ng bills:

Assenbly Print 7076, by Menber of
the Assenbly Nol an, an act to anmend Chapter
511 of the Laws of 1995;

Senate Print 3585, by Senator
Trunzo, an act to amend the Admi nistrative
Code of the City of New York.

5631, by Senator Libous, an act to
amend the Tax Law;

6169, by Senator Bruno, an act to
establ i sh certain boundari es;

6170A, by Senator Wight, an act to
amend the Tax Law;

6172, by the Senate Conmittee on
Rul es, an act maki ng an appropriation to pay
Toby St avi sky;

6178, by the Senate Conmittee on

Rul es, an act to anend the Racing, Pari-Mitue
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Wageri ng and Breedi ng Law,

5945A, by Senator Spano, an act to
amend the Labor Law,

6183, by the Senate Conmittee on
Rul es, an act to anmend the Public Health Law

6184, by Senator Bruno, an act to
anmend the Legislative Law,

6179, by Senator Bruno, an act to
amend the Labor Law,

And 6181, by Senator Leibell, an
act to amend the Retirenment and Soci al
Security Law.

Al bills ordered direct for Third
Readi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
notion is to accept the report of the Rules
Committee. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The Rul es
report is accepted. The bills are ordered
directly for Third Readi ng.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
if we could return to notions and resol utions,
| believe there's a second Resol ution Cal endar
at the desk. | nove its adoption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Ve will
return to the order of notions and
resolutions. A second Resolution Calendar is
on the desk of the nenbers.

The notion is to accept the
Resol ution Cal endar. All those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopted.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,

if we could take up the noncontroversia
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readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the noncontroversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
369, by Menber of the Assenbly Nol an, Assenbly
Print Nunmber 7076, an act to amend Chapter 511
of the Laws of 1995, relating to establishing

a Public Wirk Enforcenent Fund.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1718, Senator Trunzo noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 6027 and substitute it
for the identical Third Readi ng Cal endar,
1718.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
substitution is ordered.

The Secretary will read the title.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1718, by Menber of the Assenbly Vitaliano,
Assenbly Print 6027, an act to anend the
Adm ni strative Code of the City of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is
a home rul e nessage at the desk.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1719, Senator Libous noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 7944 and substitute it
for the identical Third Readi ng Cal endar,
1719.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7357

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
substitution is ordered.

The Secretary will read the title.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1719, by the Assenbly Comm ttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print Nunber 7944, an act to anend
the Tax Law, the Education Law, and
Chapter 415 of the Laws of 1913.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1720, by Senator Bruno, Senate Print 6169, an
act to establish certain boundaries in the
towns of North G eenbush and East G eenbush in
the County of Renssel aer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is

a home rul e nessage at the desk.
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The Secretary will read the | ast
section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect January 1, 2000.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1721, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 6170A,
an act to anend the Tax Law, in relation to

t he sal es and conpensati ng use taxes.

SENATOR CONNOR: The Secretary
will read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 20. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1722, by the Senate Conmittee on Rules, Senate
Print 6172, an act naking an appropriation to
pay Toby Stavisky, w dow of the |ate Leonard
P. Stavisky, nenber of the Senate fromthe
16th senatorial district.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Pat er son.

Senat or Stavi sky, why do you rise?

SENATOR STAVI SKY: M. President,
| request that | be permtted to abstain from
voting on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: No
obj ection heard, the request is granted.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Note the
abstenti on and announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1723, by the Senate Conmittee on Rules, Senate
Print 6178, an act to amend the Raci ng,
Pari - Mut uel Wagering and Breeding Law, in
relation to the disposition of certain
facilities.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 18. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 1724, Senator Spano noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 8801A and substitute it
for the identical Third Readi ng Cal endar,
1724.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
substitution is ordered.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1725, by the Senate Conmittee on Rules, Senate
Print 6183, an act to anmend the Public Health
Law, in relation to extending the application

of general hospital inpatient reinbursenent.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1726, by Senator Bruno, Senate Print 6184, an
act to anmend the Legislative Law, in relation

to enacting the Lobbying Law.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1727, by Senator Bruno, Senate Print 6179, an
act to anmend the Labor Law, the Private
Housi ng Fi nance Law, and Chapter 596 of the
Laws of 1995.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1728, by Senator Leibell, Senate Print 6181,
an act to anmend the Retirenment and Soci al
Security Law, in relation to benefits for
menbers of the uniformed personnel in

institutions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Recor d
t he negatives and announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays,
1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.
Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
noncontroversi al reading of the cal endar.
SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President, |
bel i eve Cal endar Nunber 1724 was in
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i nadvertently laid aside. |If we could take
that up at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read Cal endar Nunber 1724.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1724, substituted earlier today by the
Assenbly Committee on Rules, Assenbly Print
8801A, an act to anend the Labor Law, in

relation to original clainmns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: M. President,
under notions and resol utions, Senate Bill
4820, by Senator Ml tese, we struck the
enacting clause in error. |If that could be

rei nst at ed.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: | direct
the Secretary to do that. So ordered.

Senat or Skel os.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC M. President,
can we at this tinme take up the controversia
readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the controversial reading
of the cal endar.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1725, by the Senate Conmittee on Rules, Senate
Print 6183, an act to anend the Public Health
Law, in relation to extending the application
of general hospital inpatient reinbursenent.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Bruno, an expl anation of Cal endar Number 1725
has been asked for. Who do you wish to
explain the bill?

SENATOR BRUNGC. M. President,
let me relate to that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Br uno.
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SENATOR BRUNG This is a sinple
extension of the Health Care Reform Act that
we enacted in this Legislature in 1996. And I
believe, M. President, ny coll eagues know
that that | aw expires Decenber 31st this year

So this two-year extension
conti nues existing |aw, nmakes no ot her
changes, and ensures the orderly transition
into the year 2000 if there is no other
agreenent that takes place. And negotiations
are underway as relates to the Health Care
Ref orm Act and sone of the other health care
concerns of the people of this state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Dol I'i nger, you wi sh to be recogni zed?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Yes, M.
President. | believe there's an anmendnent at
the desk. And | would waive its reading and
ask to be heard, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Is this
bei ng of fered by you, Senator Dollinger?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Yes, it is,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: It's just

comng to the desk. So if you'll forgive us
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for not being able to -

SENATOR DOLLI NCER: That's fine,
M. President. It's late in the year. |It's
late in the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Dol I'i nger, you're asking that the readi ng of
it be waived and that you be afforded an
opportunity to address the amendnent; is that
correct?

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: | am M.
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Readi ng
of the anmendnent is waived, at your request,
and you' re now afforded the opportunity to
expl ai n the anmendnent.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President.

Last year Senator Breslin and | and

several nenbers of the Denocratic Conference
hel d a series of hearings around the state of
New York to discuss the problemof the

uni nsured. One of the consequences, one of

t he aspects of New York's health insurance
program statewide is the rising tide of

uni nsured. And it seens to ne, while |
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appreci ate Senator Bruno's conment that there
are negotiations underway and that there have
been extensive di scussions about the Health
Care Reform Act and what shoul d happen in the
future of this state, whether we shoul d just
extend the statute or nmake other changes, it
seens to me that this is the time to stand up
and say that we can no longer afford in this
state to have nore than 3 mllion people
wi t hout heal th insurance.

And | would call all ny coll eagues’
attention, the next tinme you get into a
t axi cab, ask your driver a sinple question.
Ask hi m whether he or she has health
i nsurance. This is soneone who works every
day, soneone who goes to work, puts in a ful
day's work. Ask them whether they have health
I nsur ance.

|"ve been all through the city of
New York, 1've been in Al bany taking cabs,
|'"ve been in Rochester taking cabs. And |I've
never nmet a taxicab driver who had health
I nsur ance.

Wel |l -- Senator Hannon suggested |

should tip them Here's ny chance to give
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them a huge tip. Here's a chance for ny
col | eagues in this chanber to give a great tip
to everybody that drives a cab. Gve themthe
ability, if they neet the qualifications, give
themthe ability to help their children and
their famlies by extending what is now our
Child Health Plus programinto a Fam |y Health
Plus program So that we take children, we
take young adults who are within certain
standards of the poverty limt and we give
them the opportunity to get subsidized health
i nsurance rates.

I think the one thing that
ever ybody acknow edges in the health care
reformdebate is that there are far too many
uni nsured and that the best thing we can do is
to get nore people into insurance, so they're
not deterred fromgoing to their physician or
their health-care provider -- be it physician,
nurse practitioner, or whonever -- but in fact

t hey have the insurance so that they're

encouraged to do it. Wat it will dois it
will raise the standard of health care in this
state, throughout this state, and it will put

our hospitals and put our health-care
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providers in a position where they're not
drawi ng down massi ve suns from ot her pool s of
avai | abl e funds.

M. President, | recomrend this
anmendnent whol eheartedly. | think we have to
reach a hand across the divide in this chanber
and unite and say to everyone in the spirit of
the holiday that this is the tinme we're going
to provide health insurance to as many peopl e
as possible in this state. There is no better
Christmas present that we could give the
m ddl e-i nconme and the | owincone famlies in
this state than the assurance that in the
future they're going to have access to health
i nsurance and better-quality health care.

This is the first step to do it.

It doesn't start this year, it doesn't fully
fund this year. It would be phased in over
time. Under this anendnent, we can hol d out
the ultinmate Christnas present for everyone in
this state who needs health insurance and who
should be entitled to have it.

| recommend this anmendnent,

M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: I's there
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any ot her nmenber wi shing to speak on the
amendnent ?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hear i ng
none, the question is on the amendnent. All

those in favor of the amendnent -

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote in
affirmative.

SENATOR BRUNG Party vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll on the amendnent

and record the party-line vote.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Seabr ook, why do you rise?

SENATOR SEABROCK: M. President,
| believe there's an anmendnent at the desk.
ask that the reading of the anendnent be
wai ved, and | would |like to be heard on the
amendnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hol d on
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just a mnute, Senator.

Senat or Seabr ook, you're asking
that the reading of the amendnent be waived
and that you be afforded the opportunity to
expl ai n the amendnent ?

SENATOR SEABROCK: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Readi ng
of the anmendnent is waived, and you now have
the floor for purposes of explaining the
amendnent .

SENATOR SEABROCK: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

This anmendnent is to repeal the
8. 18 percent surcharge for clinica
| aborat ori es, hospital outpatient services,
and the diagnostic and treatnent centers, also
known as freestanding clinics.

As you know, there is a surcharge
that's being charged to these freestanding
clinics for those |lab tests that are basically
used, whereas doctors do not have to pay this
surcharge. So this anendnent will |evel the
playing field by allowing it to be elim nated,

and therefore the amount that's paid will be
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equal to that which is for doctors, so there
will be no surcharge for this treatnent.

And so | would ask that we pass
this anendnent so that this injustice in terns
of this added surcharge be elim nated.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
menber wi shing to speak on the anmendnent?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hear i ng
none, the question is on the amendnent. All

those in favor signify by saying aye -

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote.
SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Connor, were you calling for a party-line vote

on this anendment ?

SENATOR CONNOR: Yes.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll. Record the

party-line vote and announce the results.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

anmendnent is | ost.
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Senat or Oppenhei ner, why do you
rise?

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: | believe
there's an amendnent at the desk, and | would
request that we waive the reading and |let ne
be heard on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: [f you'l
give ne just one nonment, Senator.

Senat or Qppenhei ner, the readi ng of
t he anendnent is waived. You' re now afforded
the opportunity to explain the anmendnent.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Thank you,
Senat or .

This woul d be called the HVO
financial accountability anmendnent. And I'|
just read three sad, short tales. St. John's
Hospital on Long Island is laying off 60
enpl oyees as a result of payment problens
i nvol ving HMO and health insurers. Second.

Sad tale. Citing |ate paynents
from HMOs, Epi scopal Health Services on Long
Island is instituting 10-day unpai d furl oughs
for all nanagerial and nonpatient care
per sonnel .

Third sad story. Ellenville
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Hospital in Uster County filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy, largely due to Well Care's recent
financial failure.

What is this? This is a major
probl em for health-care providers and for
custoners, the failures of HM3s and ot her
health insurers to pay their bills pronptly
and to pay themfairly. Wen HVM>s fail to
pay, customers get caught in a crossfire
bet ween their health-care provider and their
heal t h-care insurer. And in sone cases, HMOs
are even refusing to pay for services that are
very clearly spelled out and are included in
their policies. Again, who is left with the
bill? I1t's the consuner.

My anendnent will inprove paynent
practices in a few ways. It reduces the
deadl i ne for paynent to 30 days for properly
submtted witten clainms and to 15 days for
electronic clains in the correct anount.

Secondly, it requires payors to
notify the policy holder and/or the provider
of determ nations to deny paynent, i ncluding
the reasons offered for that denial.

It's requiring the Superintendent
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of Insurance to inpose the nmaxi num penalty if
a payor willfully fails to pay the interest on
| at e paynents.

And lastly, it requires the
Superi nt endent of Insurance to inpose a
periodic interimpaynent system on payors that
wi t hhol d paynents as a regular, ordinary
busi ness practice.

| think everybody in this chanber
woul d agree with ne that these -- these
conditions and these really outlandish rules
of several of our HMOs is sinply not
acceptable to nost of us. And I think we have
to get on and do this as the business in order
to regul ate them

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak on the anendnent ?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hear i ng
none, the question is on the amendnent. All
those in favor -

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR BRUNG Party vote in the
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negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll on the anmendnent.
Record the party-line vote and announce the
results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Breslin.

SENATOR BRESLI N: M. President,
| believe that there's an amendnent at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is.

SENATOR BRESLI N: And | woul d
wai ve readi ng of that anmendnment and request
that | be heard on it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
readi ng of the anendnent is waived, Senator
Breslin. You' re now afforded the opportunity
to explain the amendnent.

SENATOR BRESLI N: In the HCRA as
it was passed in 1996, there was a test pilot

program NYSHI P, the New York State Health
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| nsurance Partnership program which provided
smal | busi nesses from zero enpl oyees -- a sole
proprietor -- up to 50. And it said that if
you provide 55 percent of the health coverage,
we the state will provide up to 45 percent.

In some instances, the enpl oyee woul d pay sone
anount .

That program has wor ked very wel |
And there's a very, very strong waiting |ist
for it right now W provided $6 mllion in
the inception of HCRA, and that $6 mllion
isn't enough. And we have people calling ny
office, and I'm sure many of your offices,
seeking information on howto sign up. But
with a waiting list, it's inmpossible.

So this anendnment woul d increase
the amount. |It's a very effective program
It's one of the strongest parts of HCRA. The
test was a success. And we request that you
pass this anendnent to increase the anount of
noney from6 million to 25 mllion.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak on the anendnent ?

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hear i ng
none, the question is on the amendnent. All
those in favor signify by saying aye.

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll. Record the
party-line vote and announce the results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senator Centile, why do you rise?

SENATOR CENTI LE: M. President,
| believe there's an anmendnent at the desk.
I'd ask that the reading be waived and you
allow nme to speak on the anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
readi ng of the anmendnent will be waived.

You' re now afforded the opportunity to explain
t he anmendnent, Senator.

SENATOR CGENTI LE: Thank you, M.

Presi dent .

It was nore than a year ago that |
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began cl anoring about increasing the coverage
for senior citizens that this state affords
under the prescription drug insurance program
known as EPIC. That programis something that
is inmportant to seniors, but it's nore

i nportant since as of January 1 of this year
55,000 seniors in this state were dropped by
their HMOs and their Medi care coverage as of
January 1st. And part and parcel with that
droppi ng of their Medicare coverage was the
fact that they no | onger had coverage for
prescri ption drugs.

Thi s anendnent that | present today
woul d mirror sone of the things that have gone
on recently in this past year. | offered
legislation in this regard. | offered an
anmendnent to our budget resolution to add EPIC
intoit. | even debated ny coll eague,

Senat or Morahan, at a senior center in the
Orange County portion of his district about
this issue of senior prescription coverage
for -- prescription drug coverage for seniors.

And kudos to our Majority Leader,

Senat or Bruno, who just this nonth, after

many, many nonths of this canpaign to nake
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peopl e aware of what's happening to our senior
citizen popul ati on, Senator Bruno has cone
forth with a proposal to increase the EPIC
coverage for senior citizens.

W now today, we Senate Denocrats
today now join forces with Senator Bruno and
ask this Senate to add this amendnent into
this bill and increase the EPIC limts.

I ndeed, it would increase those limts to
mrror the proposal that Senator Bruno has put
forth. It would increase the proposal to

$35, 000 for couples and $30, 000 for

i ndi viduals. That woul d doubl e the coverage
inthis state for seniors who are eligible to
partici pate under EPIC.

The cost of prescription drugs,
under Senator Bruno's own estimation, has
i ncreased about 11 percent each year between
1992 and 1997. Seniors in this state need
this coverage. This is the appropriate place
to do it, right now, right here, 1999, at this
sessi on.

| ask that this anendnent be
passed. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
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Senat or wi shing to speak on the anendnent ?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Hear i ng
none, the question is on the amendnent. All
those in favor signify by saying aye.

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll, record the
party-line vote, and announce the results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President. | believe there's an anmendnent
at the desk. | would ask that its reading be

wai ved and that | be heard on the anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
reading is waived. You' re now afforded the
fl oor for the purposes of explaining the
amendnent .

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
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M. President.

This is the final in a series of
amendnments fromthe Denocratic Conference to
strengthen the debate over the future of
health care in this state. | tal ked about the
uni nsured. Senator Seabrook tal ked about
renovi ng an unnecessary tax on | abs. Senator
Oppenhei mer tal ked about HMO accountability
and paynents to hospitals, we shouldn't all ow
themto | ag and becone bad-pays. Senator
Breslin tal ked about strengthening the private
sector and allowi ng snmall businesses to
partici pate in what has been really perhaps
t he nost successful part of the HCRA program
and of innovations that have come out of this
body, the NYSHI P programto subsidize the use
of health insurance through snmall businesses.
Senator Centile focuses on seniors and tal ks
about the need to provide themw th that gap
coverage so that they can get prescription
dr ugs.

The final piece of this, M.
President, is an anmendnment that woul d increase
the i ndigent care pool by $82 mllion for

hospital s and add an additional $36 mllion
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specifically for rural hospitals. | don't
need to tell my coll eagues from upstate New
York that in our rural comunities, hospitals
are not only the center of care for people
fromas far as a hundred mles around, but
oftentines they are the major enployer in a
comunity.

And t hese hospitals have been
significantly stressed as the nove toward
conpetition and the changes brought by HCRA
come down. They have been stressed by changes
at the federal level, nore than a billion
dollars in Medicare cuts that have occurred
during the course of the |ast 2% years as the
federal governnment neets its bal anced budget
responsibilities. These hospitals are
st ruggl i ng.

And the concern that this amendnent
raises in this struggle for rural hospitals
and hospitals that provide | arge anounts of
care to the indigent, that they shoul dn't
skinp on that care, that they should have an
adequat e source of funding to make sure that
the quality of health care that we give the

poor and indigent is equal to that of those
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who obtain their health care through private
i nsurers.

This bill would rectify that by
i ncreasing the anount in the indigent care
pool. It would earmark $36 million for rura
hospitals, to allowthis transition to
conpetition to occur, but at the sanme tine
provide themwith a buffer during this
conpetitive transition.

| would just point out, and it's no
secret to anyone in this chanber, that New
York's hospitals are in anong the worst
financial condition of any in the nation.
["11 just tell you, if you look at their
performance indicators, whether it's their
ratio of long-termdebt or their ability to
repay debt, their liquidity and their ability
to nmeet short-termobligations, New York's
hospital s and our enployers in the | ast
bastion of care to many of the people that I
represent and many of the people that you
represent, they are in trouble.

Thi s anmendnent woul d give themthe
wherew thal during the period of transition to

continue to provide care to the indigent and
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make sure that we don't end up with a two-tier
system of health care in New York where those
that are privately insured get quality, those
who don't have it or those who are indigent
get barely no treatnent at all

I would just encourage this,
M. President. It's part of a package from
t he Denocratic Conference. W hope these
i ssues are part of the continui ng HCRA debat e.
But nore inportantly, we think they represent
the values of this conference, that those who
are uni nsured should be able to get health
care, unnecessary taxes should be elim nated,
and in the case of these hospitals, as
conpetition occurs, as change occurs, we give
themthe ability to buttress thensel ves so
that they can nmake the transition and continue
to provide quality care to people throughout
our state.

M. President, | recomrend the
amendnment to the floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak on the anendnent ?

Heari ng none, the question is on

the -

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7386

SENATOR HANNON: M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: You W sh
to speak to the anendnent, Senator?

SENATOR HANNON: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Hannon, on the anendnent.

SENATOR HANNON: The proponent of
these for the mnority says that New York
hospitals are in the worst financial condition
of any state's in the nation. | believe I
quoted that correctly.

I f you adopted any of these, you
woul d take that financial condition and worsen
it. Because all of these anmendnents that dea
with hospital finance provide no way of
funding -- and, by the way they're drafted,
woul d take noney away from hospitals that they
get now. It would take noney away fromtheir
bad debt and charity care, and it woul d take
noney away fromtheir nedical education. So
we woul d make it even nore difficult.

Health care is a pretty intricate
thing to do. Health care financing is even
nore intricate. And you can't do it in this

| opsi ded way. We'd only hurt the people we're
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trying to help. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is -- Senator Oppenhei ner.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: [f I mght
just question the Senator's statenent now, |
don't understand how havi ng HMOs pay their
bills in a pronpt fashion would in any way
harm our health system

SENATOR HANNON: Good questi on,
Senat or .

My view of your anendnent, which is
not, by the way, as reform ng as one of the
bills | have in, is that your bill is sinply
not gernmane to the HCRA. Health HMOs have
never been part of the debate. So | didn't
think it was a germane anmendnent.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: | was just
questioning the statenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the anendnent. All those in
favor of -

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR BRUNG Party vote in the

negati ve.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
secretary will call the roll, record the
party-line vote, and announce the results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Dol linger, why do you rise?

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: M.
President, | just have one question on the
bill, one technical question on the bill. And

I"mnot sure whether it should go to Senat or
Bruno or Senator Hannon.

It's just a technical question
about the funding for graduate nedica
education. And a portion of -- well, 1"l
explain it in a second, M. President, if
there is soneone who woul d take just a brief
questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNGC. The chair of our
Health Committee is the nost |earned on this

subject in this chanber. Senator Hannon.
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SENATOR DOLLI NCER: | concur with
that, Senator Bruno, so I'll ask a | earned
questi on.

Through you, M. President, if
Senat or Hannon wi Il vyield.

SENATOR HANNON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Hannon vyi el ds.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | am deal i ng
with page 16 of the bill, and |I apol ogi ze for
bei ng so specific. But nmy concern is that on
page 16 of the bill, there is |anguage in
Section 32 which mrrors a section contained
in 2870(s) of the Public Health Law.

And here's ny question. 1In the
statute as it currently reads, it says we're
going to fund graduate nedi cal education "as
follows," and it lists from 1997 -- or, yeah,
'97, '98, '"99, in subdivisions 1, 2, and 3.
In the bill that's before the house, it says

"as follows,” we shall fund it as follows. It

| eaves a colon, but it doesn't describe how

much noney we're putting into the account.
Have | read the bill wong, or are

we m ssing sonet hi ng?
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SENATOR HANNON: No. Just by the
nature of the way it's drafted, it continues
current et hodol ogy.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Agai n,

t hrough you, M. President, if Senator Hannon
will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Hannon, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR HANNON: Yes.

SENATOR DOLLI NCGER: | understand
that the current statute |ays out the anobunt
that goes into the GVE pool each year and that
there's a nunber that flows fromthat. But in
this statute it |leaves "as follows" with a
col on, and then -

SENATOR HANNON: What ' s
underlying the statute would cone forward. It
is the -- when we did the transition to HCRA,
we did not repeal all the old statutes. W
| eft a huge body of law in place. That would
cont i nue.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Ckay. So
agai n through you, M. President, just for
clarification, that |anguage in the current

statute, even though it's not incorporated in
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the bill before us, would still be
i ncorporated in the -

SENATOR HANNON: The coveral
section at the end, Section 42, which allows
that the general revenue raising expenditures
for all public goods, which would include GVE
and bad debt and charity care.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President.

In reading the statute, | did not
see the specific statutory allocations, the
nunbers, listed in that. And | was concerned
that while we were renewing GVE, we weren't
actually telling people to put the noney in
t hose pockets. But we're incorporating the

prior body of law, is that correct?

SENATOR HANNON: Yes.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President. | agree with Senator Bruno.

Senat or Hannon is the one who knows the
answer .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak on the bill?

Senat or Onor at o.

SENATOR ONORATC | would like to
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ask a question of Senator Bruno or Senator
Hannon regardi ng the HCRA bill.

My question is this, whoever wants
to tackle it, is that we're not positive that
the Assenbly and the Senate are on track to
pass this bill before Decenber 31st arrives.
In the event -- there was sone talk that we
m ght be comi ng back in January to nake
what ever we do agree on retroactive. M
question is this. | don't have any problem
with making it retroactive regarding the state
rei mbursenent. But howw Il this affect the
federal reinbursenent? Are we enpowered to
mandate that the federal governnent nake their
rei mbursenents retroactive?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNG: It's ny
understanding that this in no way affects the
cash flow fromthe federal governnment to the
state. What we're dealing with is the state
fl ow.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: I's that
sufficient, Senator Onorato?

SENATOR ONORATC Yes, thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak?

Senator Bruno, to cl ose.

SENATOR BRUNO M. President and
col | eagues, | want to just close the
di scussion on this two-year extension of HCRA

And our coll eagues on this side of
the ai sl e advanced sone very worthwhil e
proposal s and voted in the affirmative on al
of them You'll notice that we didn't debate
them primarily because they are al
procedural notions. They don't relate to the
merits. | think Senator Hannon rel ated that
when you tal k about doing things pieceneal,
that the consequences are negative instead of
positive.

But, M. President, that's on the
nerits. So on the nerits, all of the
things -- alnost everything that has been
advocated, we support and we feel will be part
of a final resolution of the health care
totally and conpletely for the people of this
state.

So | really conclude to clarify

that we are not debating the specifics. Many
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of the -- ny coll eagues support those
specifics in a total plan. And that will be
evi denced when that is put on the floor of
this house, which | hope will be sooner rather
than later.

So again, procedurally, the
majority was voting in the negative. And I
think, for those that are thinking forward,
maybe 11 nonths fromnow -- which | think is
Novenber of 2000 -- you will note that at the
top of all of these sheets with your
anmendnents that it says "Procedural Mtion."
It doesn't relate to the nerits of the
di scussi on.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Recor d
t he negative and announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59. Nays,
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1. Senator Duane recorded in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Bruno. V\hich bill would
you |i ke to take up next, Senator?

SENATOR BRUNGC M. President,
can we take up Cal endar Number 1727.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

1727, by Senator Bruno, Senate Print 6179, an
act to anmend the Labor Law, the Private
Housi ng Fi nance Law, and Chapter 596 of the
Laws of 1995.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Duane, why do you rise?

SENATOR DUANE: | believe there's
an amendnent at the desk, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: There is.
You' re asking that the reading of it be waived
and that you be afforded an opportunity to
explain it?

SENATOR DUANE: You anti ci pat ed
my comrents exactly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The fl oor
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is yours, Senator, for explanation.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you very
much.

| agree that naking it so that farm
workers will be able to nake the m ni nrum wage

for the incredibly hard and i nportant work
they do to feed the citizens of our state, and
i ndeed to feed peopl e throughout the United
States and, in fact, the world. However,
think that we should take this a step further
and enpower the farm workers to have the sane
rights that all working New Yorkers have, and
that is the right to be a nenber of a union
and the right to collective bargaining.

In the past few years, in addition
to what the bill is that we have before us
today that allows workers to make the m ni mum
wage, the only real advances that farm workers
have made -- and it's shocking that they even
had to have this | egislated, that there was
resistance to this -- was their ability to
have safe drinking water and toilets while
t hey wor ked.

We could do the greatest service of

all in this body for farm workers by

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7397

enpowering themto be able to fight for decent
wor ki ng conditions and wages and really to
make ri ght what has been wong with working
condi tions and pay for farmworkers for so
many years. And that is to enable themto
join together into unions if they w sh and

col l ectively bargain and enpower thenselves so
that their work conditions can be inproved and
the lives of themand their famlies can

i mprove.

My anendnent woul d just nake them
equal to what other workers in the State of
New York have, and that is the right to
organi ze and to collectively bargain. And I
urge all of ny colleagues to vote in favor of
this.

And | also want to commend all of
t hose people through the years who' ve been
active in the struggle for farm workers,
because they really do -- have not had the
allies, | think, that they so deserve. And
today's legislation, in addition to ny
amendnent, is really a tribute to the work
that they've done for our state and a tribute

to those who have chanpi oned their cause.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak on the anendnent ?

Senat or Connor.

SENATOR CONNCR: Yes, M.
President. 1'Il speak on the anendnent and on
the bill.

I want to take the opportunity to
t hank Senator Bruno for bringing this bill. |
know there's been, over the years, significant
opposition to including farmworkers within
the m ni mrum wage. And Senator Bruno has sort
of taken it in hand and is doing the right
thing here, and | appreciate that.

| many, nmany years ago, before |
was el ected to the Senate, was involved in
things like | ettuce and grape boycotts and
t hi ngs on behalf of farm workers in places
l'i ke California and so on, and have, since
|'"ve been in the Senate, if you go way, way
back to nmy early years here, sponsored bills
to give collective bargaining rights to farm
wor ker s.

And | know Senator Mendez very

effectively over the years has taken up the
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cause of farmworkers in New York State.
She's held hearings, she's advanced bills
whi ch, when you think about it, it seens
incredi ble that we had to pass a law, but to
provi de potable drinking water for farm
wor kers, to provide basic sanitary conditions
for farmworkers, for their health and for the
health of the public. And now we recogni ze
themw th a m ni nrum wage.
| support the anendnent, because |
t hi nk Senat or Duane's anendnment goes to the
real point. 1t enbodies a concept that
Senat or Mendez has sponsored in the past, and
that is the total dignity to the worker that
goes with the protection of the right to
bargain col |l ectively. The concept goes back,
it goes back in political thought certainly
nore than a century ago. It goes back in ny
own religious and phil osophical tradition, to
an encyclical called Rerum Novarum which |I'm
sure Senator Marchi can quote chapter and
verse of, about the dignity of working people.
And it's nice that we want to
i nclude farmworkers in the protection of

m ni rum wage, but rather than -- and | know
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farmers have problens. | knowit's seasona
work and if you don't get the crop in, you
lose it all. And | know the economics aren't
easy for people who own farns. But on the

ot her hand, we are in New York. And no matter
what conditions prevail in the Third Wrld,
agai nst all odds and all econom c pressures,
we have to strive to uphold the kind of
standards that New Yorkers led the nation in
over the past century we're about to leave in
just a couple of weeks.

And woul dn't it be great to start
the new century, the new ml |l ennium by not
only giving fundanental human protections in
some sort of -- and | don't nean this
derogatorily, but it's -- alnost patronizing
way, and instead recognize that those farm
wor kers have the fundanental dignity of
wor ki ng nen and wonen and have a right to
bargain collectively. Because if they had
that right, they wouldn't need a |law to get
fresh drinking water. |If they had that right,
they wouldn't need a |aw to have sanitary
housi ng conditions. |f they had that right

and exercised it, they would have certainly
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been maki ng the m ni num wage in the past.

So I'"'mgoing to support the bill,
but | support the amendnent, because let's go
all the way. Because it's not just an
econonic issue. The right to bargain
collectively is a recognition of the
fundamental dignity of working nmen and wonen

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Dol I'i nger, on the anmendnent.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: M.
President, | agree with the sentinents of
Senat or Connor both on the bill and on this
anmendnent. | only want to add one factor.

And Senator Connor and | actually share the
same religious heritage, and go back in Rerum
Novarum and ot her aspects of collective

bar gai ni ng.

But I'd just |ike to cal
everybody's attention to that nore perfect
uni on that was founded about 225 years ago
because a group of people got together with
common interests and deci ded not only would
they bargain with their king but they woul d,
i f necessary, fight their king so they could

establish their own union. It seens to ne
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that's what this is all about. You can't
stand here as an Anerican and not believe that
peopl e shoul d have the right to get together
to pronote their collective interest.

Thi s anendnent goes right to the
core of our political experience in this
country -- the notion that people can cone
together, forma union, form an organi zati on,
establish their own officers, and then, if
necessary, rebel against their king or
coll ectively bargain with their enployer
This is right at the core of what we're al
about .

And if we believe anything, we
should vote in favor of this anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Any ot her
Senat or wi shing to speak on the anendnent ?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the anendnent. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR BRUNG Party vote in the

negati ve.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
secretary will call the roll and record the
party-line vote. Announce the results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Anybody wi shing to speak on the
bill?

Senat or Mendez.

SENATOR MENDEZ: Yes, M.

Presi dent .

Five years ago a wonman, a
constituent of mne, cane to ny district
office to -- seeking ny hel p because her son
had been arrested or was entangled in a county
near Niagara Falls. He was a farmworker. At
the time, | didn't know that that wonman woul d
enlighten ne in terms of the unfairness that
the farmworkers here in the state of New York
have been living with for so | ong.

| nust say that the probl ens of
that young man were resol ved thanks to the

efforts, the cooperative efforts of the late
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Senat or John Daly, who hel ped ne resol ve the
i ssue make, may he rest in peace. After that
we had -- yes, we had hearings, and we
enbarked on a list of bills in an effort to
correct that social and econom c injustice.

| nmust say -- and | participated
toget her with Bi shop Hobart, the Archbi shop
O Connor from-- the cardinal from New York
City, O Connor, and a group of wonderful,
decent human bei ngs who wanted to work hard to
ensure that these people that provide so many
things that we need in our daily living would
recei ve some justice.

| nust say that were it not because
of the understanding and hel p that Senator
Bruno gave ne, we wouldn't have been able to
even be considering this issue here today. |
remenber when the first what | call little
bill was passed, nmeking it mandatory for the
farmers to provide potable water to the people
working in the fields, | remenber that |
call ed Senator Bruno on a Tuesday and | said
to himthat nmy little bill was in the inactive
cal endar and that | would appreciate it so

very much if he would nove it to the active
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cal endar for that Wednesday, next day, so that
all these people that were conm ng over to

Al bany could at | east have a little joy or
sonme feeling of acconplishing sonething. And
since then, every year they do come around.

| also want to nmention that in the
Assenbly, M. President, Cathy Nol an has been
an extraordi nary person, pushing forth to
redress the issue at hand. And | nust nention
t hat Senator Spano al so cooperat ed.

So, yes, | voted for the amendnent
of collective bargaining being granted to the
farmworkers. | do know and | feel that at a
| at er point, nmaybe in next year's session, we
will be able to provide that to the far
workers. In the final analysis, we know that
the only reason why in New York State farm
wor kers do not have collective bargaining is
the result of what the federal governnent did
40 or 50 years ago, when the econonic
situation of the nation was very, very bad
indeed -- in the twenties and in the thirties,
when t hey worked on the Labor Laws, they
excl uded the farners because they felt that it

was a seasonal industry and that it could
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hanper the nmain supply, let's say, of food in
t he nati on.

So for about 40 years, nothing had
been done, either in this state -- it was in
the fifties that the fanmous journalist Mirrow
had a series on TV illustrating the plight of
the farmworkers. Now, since then until now,
not hi ng had been done in New York State to
hel p the farm workers.

Today this bill that Senator Bruno
is presenting, | think it's a big
acconpl i shnment, because it will be reducing
the two-tier systemthat exists, one public
policy towards all the workers and anot her,
| ess favorable public policy for the farm
workers. | am hopeful that because in the
| ast five years we were able to acconplish
sonet hing after about 40 years of being unable
to do a thing, that the future of collective
bargai ning for the farmworkers will be
acconpl i shed.

And | want to thank all those
wonder ful people in the coalition, Reverend
Wieat on and ot hers, Senator Bruno and all the

wonder f ul peopl e here that have been hel pf ul
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inthis. So |l urge all ny colleagues to
real ly support this very inportant bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Bruno, to close.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| want to thank Senator Mendez for
her cl osi ng comrents.

Agai n, there are sone very
wort hwhi | e obj ectives that are presented in
the form of anendnents we are procedurally
voti ng agai nst on the procedural notions. W
have al ready established that we will have at
| east three hearings on the entire subject of
m grant workers, farmworkers, and all the
conditions that relate here in this state, so
that we are in front of it.

But we felt that this was the tineg,
as we nove into the next century, that we do
this, because it's the right thing to do. And
we will do the other things that will be
appropriate after discussion and through the
heari ng process, which hopefully will be

chaired -- not hopefully, will be chaired by
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our chair of |abor, Senator Spano; the chair
of agriculture, Senator Hoffrmann. And
hopefully in March we'll be in a position, at
t he concl usion of these hearings, with all of
the public input, to do whatever is necessary
to make sure that people in this state have
equal opportunity and are treated equally.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This

act shall take effect inmrediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: To speak on the
bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: We're on

a roll call now Senator Duane. You want to

expl ai n your vote?

SENATOR DUANE: To explain ny
vote, |I'msorry.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
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Duane, to explain his vote.

SENATOR DUANE: I"'ma little
rusty.

' m pl eased that we have made this
step forward for the farmworkers. But | have
to say I'mnot that conpelled by the issue
that a | ot of what we do here is procedural.
If what's happened is being portrayed as
procedural and it's |eading toward having
heari ngs on the plight of farmworkers, I'm
happy about that.

But in the course of this session,
we had procedural votes, for instance, on the
bias bill, trying to anend it and bring it to
the floor. And all of those, under the guise
of their just being procedural votes, failed.

So I'm hopeful that in the course
of the discussion about the procedural votes
whi ch took place that very soon we'll be able
to have hearings on the bias bill so that
peopl e can actually hear and ny col | eagues
will be able to hear the plight of people who
are being beaten up and accosted every day in
the streets of the State of New York.

Thank you, M. President. And I'm
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voting aye on this bill.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Duane will be recorded in the affirmative.
Announce the results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will read Cal endar
Nunmber 1726.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1726, by Senator Bruno, Senate Print 6184, an
act to anmend the Legislative Law, in relation
to enacting the Lobbying Law.
SENATOR CONNOR: Expl anati on.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Connor, do you w sh -

SENATOR CONNOR: M. President, |
have an anendnent at the desk. | think this
is -- isthis the bill to ban the

force-feeding of |egislators by | obbyists?
(Laughter.)
SENATOR CONNOR: | have an
amendnent -- no, it's not that bill?

(Laughter.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Connor .

SENATOR CONNOR: First of all,
et me say in general, in talking about the
amendnent -- about the bill itself, again, I

find nmyself recogni zing today and
congratul ati ng Senator Bruno for this one-day
session and sone of the activities. And |
have to say | was delighted |last Friday to
hear that Senator Bruno had called for
fundanmentally a gift ban enbracing neals and
entertai nnent and so on.

I think we shouldn't | ook back, but
| think again, as we |l eave this century and go
forward, we ought to take stock of where we
are with respect to public appearances and the
way the public perceives the Legislature and
take sonme steps to restore the public's
confidence in its elected officials. And I
t hi nk Senator Bruno has taken the nost
i mportant first step in doing that. He did
that Friday with his call for that ban. That
i ndeed has been done.

And | think when you do that, ny

col |l eagues, it's like letting the genie out of
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the bottle. Once a legislative | eader such as
Senat or Bruno says we ought to ban it, it's an
i nportant statenment by an inportant person
that, in effect, in the future taking such
gifts or entertainnent is wong.

He's introduced the bill which is
bef ore us, which says -- would nake it a | aw
that would forbid | obbyists fromtendering
such gifts. | assune in the future we'll |ook
at things like the ethics |aw, because this
|l aw only deals with the obvious. It nakes
tendering the gift wong, illegal, but not
accepting the gifts. Because this bil
doesn't deal with |egislators and staff. But
we can do that |ater

Just Mnority Leaders? (Laughing.)

But having done that -- and | bet

every nmenber of this body votes for this bil

today. Wen you vote for this bill, I guess
you're saying, well, fromnowon it's wong
and whether it's illegal or not, if it's
wong, | don't think any of us are going to do

it.
And | note that there's been a

statenment from Senator Bruno that the nenbers
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of his conference are going to follow this
provi si on whether it becones | aw or not.
There's a simlar rule by colleagues in the
Denocrati c Conference adopted this norning,

that we're going to observe it. |In fact, we

all signed a pledge to follow the Bruno rul es.

| had to stop sonme of them from going even
further about what they wanted to foll ow
Senator Bruno. But we can follow the Bruno
rules on gifts. And |I'mgoing to vote for
this bill.

W do have sone anendnents, and
nost of themreally border on | ooking at sone
of the draftsmanship that | think may have
| eft, hopefully unintendedly, some | oopholes
and so on. So we will offer them as
amendment s.

W also -- earlier today | noticed
arule for the next tinme we neet. Because as
one reporter said to ne earlier, "Wy didn't
you propose this before?" And | said,
"Because Senator Bruno has nore votes than
do."” And when he proposed it, | said now we
can do it.

And we can actually, next tine we
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neet, do a rule, vote on a rul es proposal to,
as a rule of the Senate, adopt this. And it
woul d certainly be binding on the Senators and
our staffs, even as the House of
Representati ves and the Senate in WAshi ngt on
have rules -- they don't have a |l aw, they have
rules. And as to a nmenber or a staff nenber,
a rule of the house certainly has the force of
| aw.

So the anmendnent |'m doi ng now,

t hough, is really what | would call a | oophole
inthe bill. And it does several things. It
explicitly prohibits gift to famly nenbers of
the public officer. There's an exception in
the bill that says there's an exception for
famly nmenbers. And | think -- you know, I
had to look at it for a while. M counse

said to ne, "Why would a | obbyi st be able to
give all this stuff to your wife or your

ki ds?"

Then | realized, | think the intent
of the bill is to provide an exception for
famly nmenbers of the |obbyist. Wich nakes a
| ot of sense. | nean, a |obbyist who happens

to be, for exanple, a spouse of a staff nenber
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could hardly -- | think would hardly get away
wi th sayi ng "Happy anniversary, dear. Here's
a bag of potato chips and a Diet Coke," and
the Coke -- and it's food and beverage and
it's permtted. And | don't think anybody
woul d think that an appropriate gift to one's
spouse or child or whatever woul d be

i nappropri ate.

So | just want to point out in the
drafting it's not clear whose fam |y nenber
we' re tal king about. The amendnment woul d rmake
it clear we prohibit gifts fromlobbyists to
our famly nmenbers but not from| obbyists to
their famly nenbers, who nay be |egislators
or staff nenbers.

Thi s amendnent woul d al so elimnate
t he exception for paynent of travel and
accomodat i on expenses for panelists or
speakers at an informational event. It would
elimnate the rei nbursenent for neeting
expenses, sone other group's neetings. And it
woul d go and prohibit the offering of a gift
by any | obbyist, client, or person with a
busi ness interest before state agencies.

Let ne say that one great thing
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that Senator Bruno's bill does, and the reason
we need a |aw -- besides a rule of the house,
but why we need a law -- is Senator Bruno's
bill takes in other state agencies and

localities, and that's a good thing. That's
an excellent thing we ought to do. And I
congratulate him really. That's forward
thinking. And | hope the Governor as well as
the Assenbly get on board on that. And | nean
t hat sincerely.

So | offer my amendnent in the
spirit of suggesting a little better
draftsmanship -- draftspersonship, | guess, is
the correct word these days -- and that we
make it clear.

Now, why am | |ooking at, I|ike,
travel to these neetings and things? You
know, do I think they're legitinate state
busi ness? Absolutely. | think it is
legitimate for a nmenber to go to a substantive
conference, whether it's held in a place that
grows palmtrees or fir trees. And | think as
a mature Legi slature we ought to provide for
that. W ought to provide a nethod of travel

rei mbursenent for nenbers to go to appropriate
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t hi ngs.

If it's state business, the state
ought to pay your way there. You're a state
of ficer, nmy coll eagues. Your staff are state
enpl oyees. Let the state pay for it. Let the
people pay for it if you' re doing the people's
business. And let's not have some other group
of | obbyists or special interests paying for
you to do the people's business. W don't
need it. And the people don't want it. You
know? The people don't want it.

Il will support any nenber of this
house going to a conference or to speak before
or educate a group anywhere in a legitimte
busi ness neeting bei ng rei nbursed out of
Senate funds. | support that. |'d rather do
that. 1'd rather see their going there, doing
| egi sl ati ve busi ness, doing the people's
busi ness and letting the people pay for it,

t han having you go there to do the -- what
appears to be and is the people's business,
but why shoul d sonme special interest pay for
it then? That adds the el enment of
unseem i ness, and you shouldn't have to beg

that group, frankly. You shouldn't have to be
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behol den to that group. And when | say
"behol den,” | don't nean you sold your votes
or you sold yourself. You shouldn't have to
say "thank you" to that group

When you go there to do the
peopl e's busi ness or make a speech and
articulate | egislative business, they should
say "thank you" to you. You shouldn't have to
say thank you for my dinner, thank you for ny
air fare. You know, thank you for the |ovely
doubl e occupancy or single occupancy room
t hanks for reinbursing nmy cab. You shoul dn't
have to say that. They should say, "Thank you
for giving ne your tinme to conme here to
Fl orida, or wherever it is, and do the
peopl e' s business. "

And the State of New York ought to
pay your expenses, and you don't have to thank
anybody. And you can hold your head up and
say to the people you represent, "I went there
because | had a nessage to carry on your
behal f, my constituents, not on behal f of the
group that took ne."

And that's what this anmendnent

woul d do. Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Connor, you did offer that amendnment up. The
readi ng was wai ved.

SENATOR CONNCR: Yes, | did, M.
Presi dent -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Does any
ot her Senator wi sh to speak on the anendnent?

SENATOR CONNOR: I think I even
commented about it, M. President. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Ckay.
The question is on the anmendnent. All those
in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR CONNOR: Party vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will call the roll. Record the
party-line vote and announce the results.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Dol linger, for purposes of

amendnent .
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SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President. | also have an anmendnent at
the desk. 1'd ask that its reading be waived

and | be allowed to conment on the anmendnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
reading i s waived. The anendnent is accepted
at the desk. And you're now afforded the
opportunity to explain it.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| again rise to echo the sentinents
of Senator Connor with respect to Senator
Bruno's | eadership. | have been in this house
for seven years, and | believe that this is
the strongest step in |eadership on our
agenda, the agenda of establishing credibility
for this Legislature anong the public, that
any | eader has taken.

And | want to nake it clear
Senator Bruno, that | regard this as a step
not only in the right direction, not only a
bol d step, but, frankly, ny denocratic
col | eagues who have criticized this step ought
to be chastised for doing it. That's just

not, in my judgnent, fair. | think this is a
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legitimate step down what nmay be a | onger road
before we get a final bill we can all agree
on. But the person who plants their foot in
the garden first is making the critical first
st ep.

Let ne tell you, | think that this
bill will give rise to a whole new theory of
governing called the "Albany diet.” | frankly
| ook around and expect that we'll see |ots of
t hi nner people in the chanbers, because we
won't be able to be fed on sonebody el se's
nickel, which | think is a good thing. And I
think what we'll see is maybe a little bit
nore of that Cassius | ook anong | egislators.
You remenber that tinme that Julius Caesar went
to the Senate chanber in Rone and descri bed
"yonder Cassius" and said that he was one of
those | ean and hungry nen. And yet Caesar,
what did Caesar want? He wanted to be
surrounded by fat and idle nmen rather than the
| ean and hungry. He's seeing that there m ght
be a chance that one m ght usurp his ability
to be the enperor

I woul d suggest that certainly we

on this side of the chanber expect to be the
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| ean and hungry nen and wonen in the course of
the next year, and we'll see what happens in
the Senate at that tinme. But | think this is
an inmportant step forward.

My anendnent, M. President, which

["ll just address briefly, would take one

small provision of this bill and it would
improve it, | think, and inprove the public
information that flows fromthis bill. This

amendnent woul d require reporting on a nonthly
basis rather than a quarterly basis. W have
anot her anendnment we'll talk about |ater. But
reporting these days that this bill becones
law wi Il sinply be taking your Quicken
program pushing the "enter” button, attaching
it to an E-mail nessage, and sending it off to
t he Lobbyi ng Conmi ssi on.

The other thing that this anmendnment
does, M. President, is it decreases the
threshold for detailed reporting of expenses
from$75 to $25, which would track with the
| anguage on the new $25 gift limt. So that
you could track whether gifts were given, and
you woul d have a threshold of reporting

expenses. You would elimnate what | would
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call the McDonal d's exception. And that is if
you buy sonebody a Big Mac and a shake and
fries, it's under the limt; you can keep
buying them as I ong as you want. M
expectation is that Jack's nmay suffer

McDonal d's may boomif this amendnent isn't

approved.

| still think, M. President -- and
| conmend Senator Bruno -- this is a good
bill. M proposal would make it better. It

woul d i ncrease the reporting, it would give
nore information to the public. Because in ny
opinion, this bill, although it's called the
ext ensi on of the Lobbying Law, should have a
different nane. It should be called the
"Legislator Credibility Law," because this
bill will give us greater credibility in the
eyes of our public.

And frankly, I"msick and tired of
goi ng back to Rochester, New York, and when
say |'ma nenber of the State Legislature,
peopl e kind of smrk. And they think, oh,
you' re one of those guys who goes down there
and is wined and di ned by the speci al

interests, and you're in the pocket of those
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who gi ve you canpai gn contri butions and who
buy you dinner. | don't believe that's ever
been true. But | think to eradicate that
perception conpletely and to reestablish our
credibility, this bill is a good thing. This
amendnent makes it only better

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the anmendnment. The Secretary
will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR BRUNG Party vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Recor d
the party-line vote and announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

Senat or Paterson, for the purposes
of amendnent .

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
| have an amendnent at the desk, and | waive

its reading for the purposes of -
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
reading i s waived, Senator. The floor is
yours to explain the amendnent.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
we'd Iike to anend Section 6184 of the
| egi sl ati on, which we think continues the
rat her neager reporting requirenents that are
in the current law. It really fails to
address the issue of the increased public
access and interest in the Internet.

So therefore, we'd sinply just Iike
to change the | aw by mandating that the
comm ssion report all of its findings on the
Internet, to facilitate public access. In
addi tion, we would ask that the conm ssion set
up an entire reporting systemthat would be
very anal ogous to what we have right now in
the State Board of El ections.

Finally, M. President, what we
woul d want to do is where filings are due, and
at nore than the mnisterial period of five
days after the deadline, we'd want the nanes
of those who don't file within five days
reported, so that people know who isn't

keeping up with their nandated requirenents to
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file. W don't want any nore issues of clains
of mnisterial ness when actually we have a
public duty and we should be reporting on
time.

So those are the three issues we're
seeking, is electronic reporting, increased
access to the Internet so this information is
avai |l abl e, and a mandated five-day period for
filing, otherw se the individuals who don't
file will have their names published.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the anmendnent.

The Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
I"mgoing to ask for a party vote in the
affirmative. But | know everyone going to
vote their conscience on this one, since it's
an ethics bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Recor d
the party-line vote. Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,

36. Party vote.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

consci ences are agai nst you. The amendnent is

| ost .

Senat or Schnei der man.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: Yes, M.
President. | believe there's an anmendnent at
the desk. | request that the reading be
wai ved.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Schnei derman, you have three of them at the
desk. Wi ch one do you want to take first?

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: I"d first
like to do the anendnent to page 4, |line 8.
It's the amendnent having to do with aggregate
gift limts of nomnal gifts.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
reading of it's waived.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: You now
have the opportunity to explain it.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President.

In keeping with the theme sounded
by Senator Dollinger, this is all about our

credibility. And | think it's great that
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we're getting this issue out on the table,
we're starting to talk about it seriously.
I"msorry we waited so late into the year in a
year when we knew the | aw was going to expire.

But we don't do anything for our
credibility when we pass | aws that have
obvi ous | oopholes. And what I'mgoing to talk
about in nmy three anendnents are really sone
very obvi ous | oophol es that we can close quite
easily. The first one deals with the issue of
nom nal gifts -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Schnei derman, are you going to speak to al
three anendnents at the sane tinme now?

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: I think we
have to have three separate votes, so | think
|'d better do one at a tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Vell, we
can do that. | have this -- just this
tremendous inclination to believe that al
votes are going to be the sane. But -

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: You know,
| know that's not a conment on ny powers of
persuasion, M. President. But |'m happy to

go qui ckly through each one, or we can do al
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at once.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Why don't
we do all three at once. W'IIl accept the
ot her two anmendnments and wai ve t he readi ng of
the other two and allow you to speak to al
three.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you
very much.

The first of these anmendnents
provi des for the aggregation of nomnal gifts,
so you don't have the situation that's
permtted under the current |aw, and under
this | aw, whereby you can receive nom na
gi fts over and over again fromthe same source
with no prohibition.

It also prohibits sonething called

"buydowns, " which is a way to cut prices on
sonmething to make them available. And this
has been done, we know, in other parts of
country, where tickets to sporting events have
been made avail abl e at special prices, nom na
prices, to nenbers of |egislative bodies.
Actually in Washington, D.C., there is an
attenpt to do this for nenbers of Congress.

And finally, the first anmendnent
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woul d prohibiting the relating of gifts so a

| obbyi st can't take you out to dinner for $500
and then divide it up anong their 25 clients
and sonmehow justify it.

Those are sinple | oophol e-cl osi ng
provisions that | think will make this [aw a
better | aw and enhance our credibility.

The second anendnent that | want to
speak on, which I think is extrenely inportant
for our credibility, is we have to prohibit
the receipt of gifts as well as the offering
of gifts. This is one of the nost
enbarrassi ng provisions of the current |aw
when | try and explain it to my constituents.
We're saying that |obbyists can get in
trouble, but there's no bar on legislators
actual Iy breaking the I aw on our side.

That's sonmething sinple. That's
somet hi ng we can address al so through the
Senate rule, which | gather we're building
support for as we go forward in this process.
And | urge that that's something that could
easi |y be added.

And finally, and | think nost

critically -- and this is sonmething that the
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reports of good governnent groups have focused
on -- we have to provide for the Lobbying
Commi ssion to be able to randomy audit
expenditure statenments. In the current
system the toothless Lobbying Commi ssion's
nost inportant tooth is its ability to get
docunents, go in and check up on what's going
on. Right now you get annual reports, which
are interesting, but they don't have the power
to go in and find out what's happening.

The Lobbyi ng Comm ssi on has done a
decent enough job, considering the m nuscul e
powers that we've given to it. But one thing
we can do, very sinply, that's been done in 22
other states is to allow the random audit of
expense statenments by | obbyists to force
| obbyi sts to provide docunentation so that we
can have sone assurance that the |law is being
conplied with in the course of a session.

Those three anmendnents, M.
President, | think the closed | oopholes add to
our credibility and nake this a nmuch better
law. And | urge that we all support them

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The

gquestion is on the anmendnent.
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The Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote in
the affirmative.

SENATOR BRUNG Party vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Recor d
the party-line votes. Announce the results on
all three anmendnents.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party votes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Al'l three
amendnments are | ost.

Senat or Lachnan.

SENATOR LACHVAN: M. President,
| believe there's an anendnent at the desk
which I would like to have readi ng wai ved so |
can speak on it. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
reading of it's waived. You' re now afforded
the opportunity to explain the amendnent,
Senat or Lachnan.

SENATOR LACHMAN: Al'l right.
Suprene Court Justice Louis Brandeis once said

that "Sunshine is the best disinfectant." |
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have to commend the Majority Leader, Senat or
Bruno, for bringing sunshine into an area
whi ch was previously quite dark.

It's an inportant first step,
Senator Bruno, but it is only a first step.
And | would Iike to suggest an anmendment t hat
m ght go to the second step, because | think
there are nmany steps we can go to in terns of
di si nfecting what had existed prior to this
day.

For exanple, on page 1, line 10, |
would like to delete the word "tenporary.” On
page 3, line 35, | would like to delete the
word "tenporary.” On page 4, line 36, | would
like to delete the word "tenporary.” On page

11, line 41, | would like to delete the word
"tenporary." If we are going to have a state
comm ssion on | obbying, why call it a

tenporary state commi ssion on | obbying? It
shoul d be a permanent state conm ssion on
| obbyi ng.

In light of that, also on page 11,
| would Iike to delete the lines 46 through
53, which discuss sunset provisions seven

years fromnow |If we are serious in our
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i ntent of focusing sunshine upon an area of
dar kness that shoul d have been changed and is
bei ng changed slightly today, | would go al
the way. Elimnate the word "tenporary"” and
have no sunsetting provision on this |aw.

I n conclusion, the phil osopher
Voltaire once said "Nothing is as powerful as
an i dea whose tine has cone.” This idea, the
i dea of extending | obbying disclosures to
| ocal governnment and increasing penalties for
fal se reporting, is an idea whose tine has
come. And regardless of whether we're in the
mnority or the mpgjority, I will predict to
you that not only the good governnent groups,
whet her it's the League of Wnen Voters or
Common Cause or NYPIRG but the average
citizen of the State of New York now wants to
go the extra steps to perfect this |aw.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
gquestion is on the anmendnent.

The Secretary will call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR PATERSON: Party vote in

the affirmative.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Recor d
the party-line vote and announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 24. Nays,
36. Party vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
amendnment is |ost.

The Secretary will read the | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2000.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Bruno, to close.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

And | want to thank ny col |l eagues
for their comments of support. And | would
hope that you will share those simlar
comments with our colleagues in the other
house. And sone of you nentioned that our
col |l eagues in the Assenbly, in the majority,
are not as responsive or as receptive to this
very bold and unprecedented | egi slation that
is before us now. So if you use your
consi derabl e i nfluence, when that house cones

back, | believe that this will becone | aw
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And the Governor will definitely sign it if it
gets there.

And this really, as has been
indicated -- and | appreciate the anmendnents
and the procedural notions. And we're not
debati ng, because you're being very
supportive, and we appreciate that.

| really was al nbst shocked -
shoul dn't have been -- when sone of the good
gover nment groups who have recogni zed t he
fundanment al changes incorporated in this bill,
who -- said, in guotes, sweeping,
conprehensive, and |ight years ahead of the
current | aw.

It is sonmething that is tinely,
it's appropriate, doesn't allege any
wr ongdoi ng by anyone, because we all are aware
of the integrity in this system And no one
out there in their right mnds believes that
any | egislator, any good governnent individua
is swayed by a neal, by a round of golf, by a
ticket to some show. W all know, we've |ived
withit, it doesn't nake a difference in how
we vote on this floor.

But there is a public perception
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out there that sonetinmes there's undue

i nfluence. So we're dealing with that

perception. And we all believe in this
chanber it is the right thing to do.

And | want to thank Senator
Hof f mann for her | eadership on this issue.
Senat or Lack, who has had a national position
as president of NCSL -- he's been president of
SO many organi zations | can't keep track of
them -- but he worked in other states to
i mpl enent what we are doing.

So this is a base. And it's
appropriate. And again, the intent is to help
the process, not to hinder the process. So
that none of us get carried away with
unr easonabl e, inpractical thoughts,
suggestions, notions that would inhibit our
ability to communi cate openly and directly
with each other and with people who have a
legitimate vested interest in advancing their
position. This is realistic, practical, and
reasonabl e, and truly is an inprovenent in
good gover nnent .

And | am al so pl eased that Senator

Connor joins us here in the majority, in that
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since we're not sure what the Assenbly will be
doing with this legislation, that we and ny
conf erence unani nously supported and supports
abi ding by the regulations that pertain to
legislators in this bill banning all gifts,
entertai nnment, sports events, neals -- bans
them Wth the exceptions, with the m nor
exceptions that have been discussed in this
bill.

So to ny col |l eagues, everyone in
this chanber that is supportive, | really want
to cormend all of you for voluntarily relating
to the restrictions that we would hope w |
becone | aw for everyone that deals at higher
| evel s in governnent -- at the nunicipa
| evel, state level, and the legislative,
elected officials as well as the executive.

So on a voluntary basis, we can inplenment what
applies to us. W can't what applies to
others. So we're there. W have done it.

So hopefully we will conclude this
session at sone reasonabl e hour, because it's
now approachi ng dinnertine and people in this
chanmber will be w thout.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR BRUNG And you are on
your honor to do your best.

So, M. President, we -- again, we
are noving forward in a very positive way to
i mprove government here in New York State.
And | conmend all of ny coll eagues voting for

this on both sides of the aisle.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will read the |ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect January 1, 2000.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Bruno, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNO M. President,
can we return to the reports of standing
commttees? | believe there's a report from
the Judiciary Cormittee at the desk, and | ask

that it be read at this tine.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: W' |
return to the order of reports of standing
commttees. There is a report fromthe Senate
Judiciary Commttee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lack,
fromthe Comrittee on Judiciary, reports the
foll owi ng nom nati ons:

As a judge of the Putnam County
Court, Robert E. MIler, of Mhopac.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lack.

SENATOR LACK: Thank you, M.
President. | rise to nove the nom nation of

Robert E. MIler, of Mahopac, as a judge of
t he Put nam County Court. W received the
nom nation from Governor Pataki. The
commttee, the staff of the Judiciary
Committee has vetted the nom nation, has found
the candidate's credentials to be in very good
order. M. MIller appeared before the
Judiciary Commttee earlier this afternoon and
was unani nously noved to the fl oor.

And it's with great pleasure that |

yield to Senator Leibell.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senat or Lei bell

SENATOR LEI BELL.: Thank you, M.
Presi dent.

And | realize we are at a sonmewhat
| ate hour, but I would like to offer sone
comments, if | may. |'ve had the good fortune
over the last twenty years to know the nom nee
that is before this chanber today. |'ve known
himas an attorney, |I've known himas a
community | eader, and |I've known himas a
cl ose personal friend.

We are very fortunate in Putnam
County to have soneone |i ke Robert Mller to
fill this vacancy on our Putnam County Court.
Bob has served his state, his community and
his nation in a variety of ways, not only as a
successful attorney in our community but al so
as a United States Marine Corps officer. He
had extensive service with the Federal Bureau
of Investigation as a special agent. And he
has been elected in the [argest town in our
county as town justice in the years 1984, ' 85,
'89, '93, and '97, reelected and reel ected

over whel m ngly.
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As | look at all of the
characteristics and qualifications that we
| ook for in a judge of our county court, his
practical experience, his education, his
community service, his tenperanment, his
deneanor, his sense of fairness, and his
conpassi on, | cannot think of anyone nore
qual i fied than Bob Ml er.

So, M. President, | amvery
pl eased here this evening to nove this
nom nation, and thank also the CGovernor and
his staff for sending us soneone of such high
qualifications. |'mvery pleased to support
Bob MIler for this position.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nati on of Robert E.
MIller to become a judge of the Putnam County
Court. Al in favor of the nom nation signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
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nom nee i s unani nously confirned.

We're very, very pleased to have
Judge MIler in the chanber with us, who's to
your |eft.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The j udge
is also joined by his children, Daniel and
Lani MIller and Marta and Steve DeWtt.

Judge, good luck. Congratulations.

The Secretary will continue to
read.

THE SECRETARY: As a judge of the

Onei da County Family Court, Law ence A

Sardel I'i, of New Hartford.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lack.

SENATOR LACK: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| rise to nove the nom nation of
Lawrence A. Sardelli, of New Hartford, as a
judge of the Oneida County Fam |y Court.
M. Sardelli has appeared before the
commttee. He has been unani nously noved to
the floor, where he has been shepherded by the

Senator |'mabout to yield to, Senator Meier,
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who begi nning | ast week, knowi ng that this
conceivably is the last time we'd be in
session for the rest of the year, personally
took on the rather strenuous effort to ensure
that M. Sardelli's nom nation would reach the
floor in time for confirmation today.

So it is with great pleasure that I
yield to Senator Meier for purposes of a
second.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senator Meier on the nom nation.

SENATOR MEI ER: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

And | al so thank Senator Lack, the
chair of the Cormittee on the Judiciary, for
his efforts on behalf of bringing this nom nee
to the floor.

And it's inportant to note that the
Onei da County Family Court -- and sone people
may find this strange, but it's true -- has
t he hi ghest caseload in the state, the highest
per-judge casel oad of any fam |y court outside
of the City of New York. So it's very
i mportant that this nomi nation be brought to

the fl oor today.
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| have known Larry Sardelli for
probably nore than 20 years now, as a
practicing attorney, as a coll eague, and as a
friend. Larry is certainly no stranger to
this chanber, having worked for the late State
Senat or Ji m Donovan, ny predecessor.

And, Larry, Senator Donovan woul d
be very proud to see you sitting here today.

The famly court is a court,
per haps nore so than any other court, where
people's |lives are affected. There is
probably no nore solem responsibility that
can conme before any judge than to have to nmke
decisions that will affect the lives of
children for the rest of their lives. And
Larry Sardelli is the kind of person who we
can, with a great deal of satisfaction, place
that trust in.

Larry has a unique qualification in
the mdst of his legal resunme for this
position. He spent a couple of years early in
his career as a case worker, as a soci al
wor ker with the Oneida County Departnent of
Soci al Services, seeing these kind of cases at

the ground floor. 1In his practice as a | awer
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and as an assistant county attorney over the
| ast few years, he's enphasized famly court
practice.

You can't just put anyone into
famly court. You have to have soneone who
knows the |aw and you have to have soneone
with a depth of human experience that brings
conpassi on and a sense of justice and a sense
of fairness to that job. | have every
confidence that Larry Sardelli brings that to
famly court.

Larry, Godspeed. Good I uck.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nati on of Lawence A
Sardelli, of New Hartford, to becone a judge
of the Oneida County Fam |y Court. Al those
in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nee i s unani nously confirned.

We're very, very pleased to be

j oi ned by Judge Sardelli here in the court,
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together with his wife, Barbara, and daughter

Li sa.

Judge, congratul ations, and good
| uck.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: As a judge of the

Court of Claims, Richard A. Ml ea, of New

Rochel | e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lack.

SENATOR LACK: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| rise once again to nove the
nom nation of Richard A. Ml ea, of New
Rochel l e, as a judge of the Court of C ains.
Again, this is another excellent nom nation
from Gover nor Pat aki

M. Ml ea has been exam ned by the
staff of the Commttee on the Judiciary, has
been found em nently satisfactory. He
appeared before the full conmttee neeting
this afternoon, has been unani nously noved to

the fl oor.
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And it's with great pleasure that I
yield to Senator Spano for purposes of a
second.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Spano.

SENATOR SPANG Thank you
Senat or Lack.

And it is ny pleasure finally to
stand on the floor of the Senate and to second
the nom nation of Richard Mdlea. 1've known
Ri chard for many years, and he is a consummate
prof essi onal, havi ng worked since 1969 in the
district attorney's office in Westchester
County, holding practically every office and
position of responsibility in that office.

H s reputation as a professional is
only rivaled by his own devotion to his own
famly. | know his fam |y nmenbers have been
here very patiently waiting all day today.

I will not speak | ong about Rich
Mol ea, except to say that through his civic
and professional activities, his involvenent
in Westchester County -- he has been a
| ecturer on crimnal justice issues for a |ong

time, he serves as a professor and as a
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graduate of ny alma nater, lona College in New
Rochelle. And so that his career has been a

| ong one, has been an inpressive one in | aw
enf or cement .

And | have no doubt that as Judge

Mol ea that he will serve the state in a manner
that he is accustoned to. He'll serve us with
integrity, he'll serve us with fairness and

serve us with a deep sense of pride.

And | thank the Governor for an
out st andi ng appoi nt mrent and with great
pl easure second the nonmi nation of Richard

Molea to the Court of d ains.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lei bell, on the nom nation.

SENATOR LEI BELL: Yes. If |
could, M. President, 1'll just echo ny

col | eague' s conments that what a wonderf ul
career Richard Ml ea' s had.

W started out many years ago -
actually, Rich, you were ahead of ne a few
years in the Westchester DA's office. And I
al ways renenbered you as being such a fine
prosecutor. But even nore inportantly, within

the office, the great respect we all had for
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you as a teacher for us new guys comng into
the office.

A person with a wonderful
di sposition who has gotten along with
everybody throughout his career. You're going
to have a great career as a judge.
Congr at ul ati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Qppenhei mer, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR OPPENHEI VER: Vel |, just
to make this a bipartisan affair, I want to
say that | can't imagine if there's anybody
better than Judge -- I'malready calling hima
judge -- than Richard Mdolea. And his
background and his tenperanent, his
personality, his intellect all qualify him
i mensely for this position.

I"mvery proud to be a third -- not
a second, but a third.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nation of Richard A
Mol ea, of New Rochelle, to becone a judge of
the Court of Clains. Al those in favor
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
nom nee i s unani nously confirned.

We're very pleased to have the
judge with us, today with his wife, Virginia,
t heir daughter, and sonme grandchil dren.

Judge, congratul ati ons and good

| uck.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
Secretary will continue to read.

THE SECRETARY: As a judge of the

Court of Claims, Alton R Waldon, Jr., of
Canbri a Hei ghts.

Senat or Lack.

SENATOR LACK: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

This is one of those nice pleasures
about being chair of the Senate Commttee on
the Judiciary. | get to stand up first to
nove a nomi nation of the Governor. And at
this time it's particularly nice because it's

a nenber of our own house.
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It's even nicer that the Governor
has seen fit to nom nate a nmenber of the
Denocratic party when the Governor is a
Republican. It shows once again that | think
CGovernor Pataki is nmore than evenhanded in
pi cking his choices for the judiciary. And he
certainly, if I can speak for a nonent nyself,
has nmade an excellent choice in not only
taking a person who's enminently qualified to
beconme a nenber of the Court of C ains, but
who has becone a distingui shed nmenber of this
chanber and who | think every one of ny
col | eagues, both Republican and Denocrat, wll
agree will be a serious loss to the chanber,
who we've certainly enjoyed the years that Al
Wal don has been anobngst us.

And every one of us who has
practiced |law can foresee that with his
even- handed tenperanent, his wi se and courtly
manner, he will be certainly an asset to a
court that has been rapidly changing inits
focus over the last few years. And it will be
our | oss, but certainly the Court of d ains'
gain to have such a representative as Al

Wal don | eave this chanber and join that court.
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So, A, to you ny persona
congratulations. And I'Il fall back on what
has to be ny additional duties, and that is
yield the floor, first to the Senate Majority
Leader, Senator Bruno, who would like to say a
few words on your behalf, and then |"msure to
a |l ot of our other colleagues, who have
simlar things to say.

But in ternms of formal, you have
been screened by the staff of the Commttee on
Judi ci ary, you have been found em nently
qual i fied, you appeared -- you left the
comm ttee today, appeared before the
comm ttee, have been unani nously referred to
the floor.

It's with great pleasure | yield to
Senat or Bruno for purposes of a second.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The chair
recogni zes Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you very
much, M. President and Senator Lack.

And Senator Lack indicates all of
the neritorious reasons why Senator Wl don
shoul d be assumi ng the bench and representing

a different constituency in a different way.
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| wanted to sinply say what a
pl easure it has been to serve with you
Senator, here in this chanber. You are a
comm tted, dedicated public servant. Your
famly should be very proud of you, as your
col | eagues are proud of you, having served in
the Assenbly, in Congress, in the Senate, and
now to the bench, to the Court of Clains. A
very hi gh honor, and one that you' ve earned
and is well-deserved, in your deportnent, in
the way you' ve handl ed yourself and carried
yoursel f here.

You have been a very worthwhile
opponent at tines. And when we have debat ed,
| at those tines w shed that you had been on
t he bench.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRUNG But you were here
and we concl uded those di scussions, and you go
on nowin a different way. But all the
rel ati onships are here you will take with you,
and all the nenories that you have here with
your col | eagues you'll be taking with you.

And we will have those sanme cherished

t houghts. Because while we argue and we
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debate, we all recognize that we're here to
serve the public.

So | congratul ate you, conmend you
congratul ate your famly and wi sh you the
very, very best of health and extended success
into the m |l ennium

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Connor, on the nom nation.

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

Before | get personal, | think for
the record we ought to reflect a nonent upon a
resune that's nore than a resune. Al Wl don
has an incredible -- he is an incredible
story. Al graduated from Boys H gh School,
served in the Arny. | know he was in Gernmany.
| once | earned that when we encountered sone
peopl e speaking German and Al was fluent in
conversation with them He joined the Housing
Pol i ce Departnent and rose to the rank of
captain in the police departnent.

Wiile he was a -- | should say
before that, Barbara, he was a singer; right?
He was a singer, inspired professionalism He

once told ne, though, when he fell madly in
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| ove with Barbara and asked for her hand, her
father said, "Young man, singing is not a rea
job. Singing in saloons is not a real job."
And so that's how he found his way onto the
pol i ce.

Wiil e he was a police officer,
rising through the ranks, as |I say, to the
rank of captain, he also attended John Jay
Col | ege of Crimnal Justice and New York Law
School , and thus his academ c credentials as a
| awyer. In |law school he received the
Thur good Marshal |l schol arship, received that
for academ c achievenent. He's been an
attorney since 1975 and has had an interesting
practice representing professional athletes in
basketbal |, football, and tennis, and as well
as sonme entertainers.

He has served as a deputy
commi ssi oner of the State Division of Human
Ri ghts, then was elected to the New York State
Assenbly. Then we know he was el ected to
Congress, and in fact was the first
Afri can- Ameri can nenber of Congress fromthe
County of Queens. He later served on the -

what do we call that, the crine -- the State
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Comm ssion of Investigation, and then was
elected to the State Senate, where we have
enj oyed his conpany as a col | eague t hese past
years.

Al has been a personal friend to ne
over the years. | actually really got to know
hi m back when he was in the Assenbly. One day
he was | ooking for an election | awer and he
ran into ne on the street outside, and we
began a friendship -- nore than just a
prof essional relationship, but a friendship
that's persisted. 1've enjoyed his conpany
and the conpany of he and Barbara on many,
many occasi ons, nmany soci al occasions.

We've all enjoyed himon the floor
here as a debater, as an extraordinarily -
not just conscientious |legislator, but | think
we have seen the insight he has brought to
many, many topics that we have debated. And
the caring, the conpassion, all born of his
|ife experience, which has given us a
perspective on so nmany different topics,
whet her ny col |l eagues in the majority on
occasion liked it or not. Usually we

Denocrats |loved it.
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And it just is wonderful that the
Governor -- as Senator Lack commented, he
t hought it was especially wonderful that the
Gover nor appoi nted a Denocrat fromthis body.
W think so too. 1In fact, we think he ought
to keep it up

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CONNOR: So, Al, as you
go on to the bench, where |I know you w ||l nake

significant contributions to the jurisprudence

of this state, I wish you well. | know ny
col | eagues -- and | know nany of themw ||
speak -- wish you well. W're delighted for
you.

Al is here with Barbara, with his
son Alton the third and his guest, Laurette
Lawrence. Al's son lan is here with his
fiancee, Natasha Janes, and Al's daughter Dana
is here with her husband, Robert Carbucci a,
and a very, very special person, their son,
Al's grandson Kyl e.

So, A, to you and your famly, we
wi sh you well. W hold such fond regard for
you, such enornous respect. And | personally,

on ny behalf, and | should say on behal f of ny
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spouse as well as our coll eagues, we're just
delighted at this appointnent and this
confirmation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Breslin, on the nom nation.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| have been bl essed in ny 3% years
here by sitting next to Senator Wil don. You
know, we have many lulls in this chanber. And
as you' ve heard, Al was a policeman, a singer,
Congressman, Senator, Assenblyman. Well, if |
asked himthe capital of Chechnya, he'd know
it. If I asked himwho was the president of
Paki stan, he'd knowit. O the third basenman
for the Chicago Cubs in 1942, for that natter.
W sit and chat, but |I'm always amazed at the
dept h of his know edge.

But nore inportantly, when we see
himon the floor, I'meven nore inpressed by
his ability to be conpassi onate and
under standi ng, to debate and not take it
personally, to be a friend to the other side
as well as this side, and present views that

are very inportant to our society, to help us
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make it a better society, a nore |evel playing
field.

And Al, if you listen to him
that's al ways underlying each of his
argunments: How do we nmeke this a better
world. Well, Al will nmake the Court of C ains
a better world. And we will mss himdearly.

Congratul ati ons, Al.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Nozzol i o.

SENATOR NOZzZOLI G M. President,
i f Senator Wal don woul d yi el d.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR NOZzZOLI G M. President,
as ny bills cone before this chanber fromtine
totime, | can always rely on ny good friend
Al Wal don to ask ne sone question that |
really didn't want to answer, to focus on sone
policy matter that |I'msure he and | di sagreed
Wit h.

But | amrising because |
conpl i ment Governor Pataki on this truly
wonder ful appointnent. Al is a trenendously
sincere, dedicated public servant who | am

honored to serve with. | wish himall good
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wi shes in his new position. |'mgoing to
mss -- | don't think I"Il go that far. ']
certainly look back on our colloquies with
warm refl ection.

And, Al, | know you'll be a
tremendous judge. M. President -
congratul ati ons, Al.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Mal t ese, on the nom nation.

SENATOR MALTESE: M. President,
first of all, I too wish to congratul ate the
Governor on such a fine appointnent. To reach
into the Senate of the State of New York and
take such a talented, articulate candidate for
the judiciary is an act that deserves credit
and approbati on.

Just reflecting on sone of the
t hi ngs previously said by Senator Connor and
others, here's a judicial candidate, soon to
be judge, that was an Assenbl yman, a Senat or,
a Congressman, commi ssioner, a housing police
officer, a captain, a veteran, who went into
the service after graduating from Boys Hi gh
and then, after a successful career in the

housi ng police, went to | aw school and becane
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an attorney and then went into governmnent.

Senator Breslin has conmented on
the fact that Senator Wal don's humanity showed
t hrough many of the things that he said in
this chanber. [1'd like to just nention for a
nonent the scene fromny end of the aisle, and
as a fellow Queensite and a friend and
col | eague of Senator Wal don, nany tines when
bills were being debated and Senat or Wl don
woul d debate, | didn't know how he was goi ng
to vote until the final vote. And this is a
talent, M. President.

| think that Senator Waldon will be
m ssed in this chanber. He's going to another
arena, so to speak. He will bring with it a
breadt h of experience that is vast and |
t hi nk, 1 ooking at his background and
curriculumvitae, one that | haven't seen for
along time. | hope that he will maintain his
contacts with us in the Senate.

I wish himand Barbara and his
famly the very, very best and extend
congratul ations to the new judge.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Smth, on the nom nati on.
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SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| too rise to second this
nom nation. But there's not very nmuch left to
be said. Everyone has tal ked about the
background of Senator \Wal don, and we all know
about how he has excelled. But | want to talk
about the ball player Al Wal don and all that he
| earned at Boys Hi gh. He |earned
ganmesnmanshi p. He |earned how to play the gane
fairly and howto win. And all of those
things will be inportant as he accepts his new
role on the judiciary.

Al has excelled hinmself in this
chanber, and he's truly been a friend in
Queens. Wien | was reapportioned into Queens,
| took a little portion of what was his
district. And soneone el se may not have been
as generous in assisting ne to becone
acclimated to what we consider foreign
territory.

| appreciate your friendship. |
will mss you dearly. But | wi sh you and your
famly all of the best. And | look forward to

seeing a |l ot nore of you, because you'll have
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a lot nore free tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Seabr ook, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Yes,

M. President.

| rise to second this nom nation of
Al Wal don, one who exenplifies such character,
di stinction, and style. And he has displ ayed
that for all of the years that |'ve known him
and that's for a | ot of years.

And when | cane into the Assenbly
with Al Wal don, Al Wil don was a role nodel in
the Assenbly. And his dynam c debate style,
which carried over to the Senate, and he was
such a character

But Al Waldon that | |ike, he
al ways provided us with so nuch information.
And al t hough, Barbara, he sung to you, | had
tolisten to the tapes in his office. And I
said, "A, when | becone the chairman of the
caucus, you will have the opportunity to sing
at our annual dinner.” And he woul dn't
believe it. And Al sung at our annual dinner.
And he was such a class act, until Time Warner

was knocking at the door. But he decided that
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it would be a better calling -- and the
Governor was at the dinner, and the Governor
decided that it would be a better call to

pl ace himon the Court of O ains.

And there is a character that wl|
be on the Court of Clainms that would exenplify
what judicial tenperanent is, what fairness
is, and what justice is about. And Al Wl don
exenplifies all of that.

And | can say, A, | followed you
at John Jay, and Al Wl don was the inplenent
of all the progranms that we experienced at
John Jay. So he has truly been a rol e node
and one that | have | ooked up to for many
years and asked for advice on a nunber of
occasions. So he will certainly be missed in
t hi s chanber

But, Al, you've done us proud.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Mendez, on the nom nation.

SENATOR MENDEZ: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| too rise to congratul ate Governor
Pat aki for maki ng such a superb appointnent in

Al Wal don to the Court of Appeals. And as
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Senator Smith previously said, everything
al ready has been said.

What strikes ne trenendously is the
drive that this man has shown, the search for
| earning. In every occupation that he has
gone into, he has achieved and excell ed and
kept on going. | think, A, that you truly
represent a trenmendous, a trenendous role
nodel for all though kids that we have in New
York City, the young ones, with the housing
police -- for themto hear about your career,
your exenplary career. And | tell you, the
only thing I didn't knowis that you were a
singer and that you sing well, according to
peopl e who have heard you

So anyhow, we wi sh you the very
best there. W're going to mss you here. W
adm re you as a debater. And again, you've
been very fair. And I, comng froma culture
of touchy people, we like to touch each other,
I"mgoing to mss your warnth. You' ve been a
very warm wonderful colleague to all of us,
the fifty -- 61 of us here. W appreciate
your talents. W wi sh you the very best. And

God bl ess.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Sanpson.

SENATOR SAMPSON: Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

| too rise and conmend the Gover nor
for his appointnent of Al Wal don to the Court
of Clains. For the last couple of nonths |I've
been aski ng the Senator when he's going to be
confirnmed. And | wanted to nake sure | was
here. And today |I was scheduled to go to
trial this norning, and | told the judge that
| couldn't go to trial this norning because |
had to be here because one of ny coll eagues
was bei ng appointed to the Court of d ains.

And for 3% years |'ve been bl essed
to have ny office near Senator Waldon's. And
not only has he served as a friend and a
col | eague but as a nmentor to ne, as to howto
not only be a politician but to be an el ected
official. And | want to thank you for all the
advi ce you have given ne to be all the best
that | can be.

And you indeed are a role nodel for
all those young nen in the city and throughout

New York State, throughout this country, to
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show t hat just because you nmay be born into
poverty does not nmean you have to stay in
poverty, |adies and gentl enen.

And | want to thank you for all the
advi ce you have shared with us, and your
skills. And hopefully you will not be just as
a conscience of the Legislature but also a
consci ence of the bench. Thank you very nuch,
Senat or Wl don.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Mazi arz, on the nom nation.

SENATOR MAZI ARZ: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| just want to add ny
congratul ati ons to Senator Wl don, w sh him
well. | renenber al nost six years ago when
first cane to this great institution, it was
after a special election and it was right in
the mddle of session. It was in the mddle
of March, and it was a very busy tinme around
here. And a new person walking in |ike that
can get sonetines |ost or forgotten in the
shuffle.

And one of the first individuals

fromthe other side of the aisle who cane over
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to shake ny hand and wel cone nme to this great
institution was Senator Waldon. And | have
not forgotten that to this day, and I
sincerely appreciate that.

Your famly has a ot to be proud
of. And, quite frankly, I think you' re going
to nove up in the judiciary as you have
t hroughout your career. And | offer ny
congratul ati ons.

And |'ve got to tell you honestly,
Senator, I'mnot going to mss all those very
same debates that you had with Senator Vol ker
and Senator Nozzolio. They seem after having
been here for five years, to repeat thensel ves
year after year. So it will be somewhat
refreshing to hear a new voi ce over on that
side of the aisle, too.

But we will mss you, Senator, and
good | uck.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Vol ker, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR VOLKER: M. President -
and | will be brief, although there are nany
things | could certainly say.

| was thinking one tine that
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Senat or Wal don said to ne, "Wen | grow up,
"Il have a real job."™ WelIl, | guess this is
his real job, this Court of d aimns.

But let ne say to you that -- and |
nmean this very sincerely -- that we confirma
| ot of people here for judgeships, sone very
good peopl e, excellent people, people that I
feel very confortable with are going to be
super judges. But you, A, are one of those
peopl e who | nore than feel confortable about.
Havi ng known you as long as | have, before
actually you were here at the Senate, | know
that you will be nake a judge that will make
not only this chanber proud but -- | nean it
very sincerely -- will nmake this state proud,
because of the kind of gentleman you are and
the intellect you have and so forth.

But fromny perspective, | guess,
havi ng been chai rman of Codes since 1987 -
it's hard to believe -- |'ve served with a | ot
of people, a |l ot of ranking nmenbers, and sone
very good and sharp ranking nenbers. But no
one that |1've served with as a ranki ng nmenber
has been as good and sharp and yet as nuch a

gentl eman as you have as a ranki ng nmenber of
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my commttee.

And | will mss you very nmuch. And
as you go off to becone a judge, | hope that
you do renmenber us here, because we'l
remenber you. You know, the fine people that
have gone through this chanber -- and John
Marchi, you' ve been here a few years | onger

than | have, although |I've been here now -

this next year will start ny 26th year here in
the Senate, 28th in both houses. 1've been
here | ong enough that | like to think that I

can really see class. And you are a cl ass
act .

And ny best to you and your famly
for the future.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Pat erson, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR PATERSON: There's a
prem se that nmany of the previous speakers
have enphasi zed that | think needs to be
stated and restated. W are here today to
nom nate a man who possesses a rare
conmbi nation of skills. He's been a singer, an
artist, a scholar, an athlete, a | awer, an

agent, a linguist, a Congressnman, a Senator,
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an Assenbl yman, a conm ssioner, a police
officer, amlitary officer. He is truly a
person of distinction. His resunme and his
career sonehow, to nme, is very nmuch conparabl e
to the resune of fornmer president George Bush,
who had ki nd of done everything in governnent
bef ore he got el ect ed.
Hi s achi evenents as an individua
in many respects rem nd ne of Paul Robeson,
who was soneone who di stingui shed hinself in
so many different careers, had so nany
different types of skills. But | want to talk
about the one that | will npbst m ss Senator
Wal don for, and it's his humanity. | want to
tal k about Al Wal don, Alton Wl don the nan.
Wien | first came to the
Legi slature in 1985, he was an Assenbl ynan.
He came ny office and showed ne all of his

bills. And he said, "These are the ones that

no one's sponsored in the Senate. If you'd
like to sponsor them 1'd like you to have
them" Wen | cane to the Senate, | was so

paranoid |I thought he was sitting me up for
something. | couldn't figure out why sonebody

woul d cone to nme to talk to soneone they'd
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barely gotten to know and nake that kind of
gest ure.

| renenber Senator Wl don -
Assenbl ynan Wal don when he then becane
Congressman Wal don and in a very short period
of tinme made an inpact in southeast Queens,
the district that he represented.

In 1991, he cane back here to the
Senate. \Wen he was first elected, we were
having a bit of a |eadership fight on this
side of the aisle. And you would have
expected that a new nenber would conme in and
do whatever the | eaders told themto do and
that kind of thing. Alton Waldon turned right
around and did what he thought he shoul d do,
whi ch nade quite an inpression on ne.

|'ve stood here in this chanmber and
wat ched what | thought was an opportunity for
nme to have a ringside seat in sonme of the
cel ebrated battl es between Senator Wal don, the
ranki ng on the Codes Commttee, and Senator
Vol ker, the chair on the Codes Conmttee. On
bot h sides, always very astute di scussions,
with a great deal of class on both sides of

t he ai sl e.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7474

And certainly I wll never forget
the dinners that | had with Senator Wal don and
Senator Smith where he woul d over and over
tell us about the different ways in which he
courted his wife. And | nust say he al ways
told the sanme story, but in a very el oguent
and different way each tine.

" mgoing to renenber himas an
agent for a lot of well-known athletes. One
of them through the nentorship of Senator
Wal don, was recogni zed as the Nationa
Basket bal | Associ ation's Humanitarian of the
Year. That was a basketball player naned
Tyrone Cor bi n.

And then probably one of his
athl etes for whom he was agent woul d probably
want to be recogni zed as one of those who
woul d Il end his voice to the salute to Senator
Wal don. Even though they've had simlar
intellect, they had varying personalities.
And |'mtal king about the former forward of
the Detroit Pistons, Rick Mahorn, who enjoyed
Senat or WAl don' s conpany so nmuch he has
prom sed to nanme his son after Senator Wl don

Senat or Wal don was actually ny
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agent before | was cut fromthe Mets.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PATERSON: And so he
hasn't won every argunent that he was ever in.
But he certainly was sonmeone that | renenber
for sone of his great contributions to this
chanber.

Now, the next speaker is going to
be Senator Dol linger, whose greatest desire in
life is to be recognized in any way such as we
are recogni zi ng Senator Wal don. And |
renmenber a particul ar day when Senat or
Dol I'i nger and Senator Wal don had decided to
get up and have kind of a questioning of each
ot her over the fanmous Marbury v. Madi son case.
But in both of their great intellects, they
did not realize that neither of them had
spoken on the bill so that they could not ask
each other a question, pursuant to a new
Senate rule. The only person that had spoken
on the bill was nyself. So they asked nme to
go through what | renenbered about the Marbury
v. Madi son case, which | read over 20 years
ago and conpl etely funbled through. And then

Senat or Wal don got up and gave ne really one
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of the greatest conplinents |'ve ever received
in this chanber. That's the kind of person
that we're sal uting today.

When you go into a judge's chanber
when the judge cones into the chanber and you
see the judge in his or her robes, we always
rise. And we're not saluting the individual,
because | daresay we've let a few peopl e pass
this chanber who really did not distinguish
t hensel ves in the courts for which we
nom nated them But it's the tradition, it's
the ritual, it's the spirit of our country and
t he val ues of the denocracy that nmake us stand
up whenever any judge cones in aroom |It's
the respect that we're showing for the office
and for the platitudes of the office.

But when we cone into your chanber,

Judge Wal don, when you cone into your chanber

when we stand up for you, it will never be out
of any ritual. |It's going to be for all of
the tines that you have stood up for us -- not

only people fromyour comunity, but people
fromall comrunities who' ve recogni zed the
t remendous work you' ve done in your life and

the trenmendous service you will give to our
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state when you're on the Court of C ains.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Dol i nger, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
M. President.

First of all, | have an
announcenent fromthe Denocratic Conference.
W have decided that our lifetine achi evenent
award for the best-dressed nenber of the
Senate will hereafter be called the "Alton R
Wal don, Jr., Award.” W have three nom nees
this year for the award, for the first tine
after it's been held seven years by its
nanesake -- Senator Seabrook, Senator
Mont gonery, and Senator Smith are all expected
to be nom nated.

However, | want you to know for
absol ute certainty that the three-button suit
that Senator Paterson wears will not qualify
for the three-piece suit that Senator Wl don
often wore in these chanbers. And | would
expect there will be a spirited contest for
the best-dressed award this year, nanmed in the
honor of our new Court of C ains judge.

| al so have a personal |oss that
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comes with the departure of tonight's nom nees
for the bench. And that is, Senator \Wal don,
you have filled an enornous void innmy life
and know edge of sports. You are, wthout
question, the world' s expert on obscure New
York City basketball playground players.

| have sat so many tinmes with
Senat or Seabr ook and Senator Paterson and
Senat or Sanpson, and we will start tal king and
there will be a description of soneone dunki ng
in the playgrounds, and soneone will say, "He
was Ducky," or "He was Frankie." Senator
Wal don happens to wal k by, and he's got the
nane, address, knew what happened to him knew
where he played in JCC. He's got all the
details on him

I m convi nced, Senator Wl don, that
you spent a lot of time on those playgrounds
not only shooting hoops a couple of years ago
but scouting the talent available on the
pl aygrounds. And all | can say is, Senator,
we want your tel ephone nunber. There will be
debat es about who these obscure players were
and who they were dunking over. You will hold

the final say on the bench.
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I"d like to cl ose on one ot her
note, and it has to do with hats. GCbviously
this new Court of O ainms judge has worn many
hats -- a captain's hat, a Congressional hat,
the hat of a Senator, an Assenbl yman, and a
lawyer. But | went to -- took sone tine off
after I went through the election cycle, and I
went to Puerto Rico, to the hone of Senator
Mendez. And | saw sonet hing there that
rem nded ne of sonething about hats that |
| earned. | watched someone build a hat out of
reeds, nake a hat.

And | would just suggest to you,
Senator, that it's not so nmuch the other hats
that you take on in your life that are
i nportant, but the hat that you build for
yourself. It's built of character, it's built
of love of famly, love of God, |ove of
country, and the ideals and the principles
that characterize the human spirit. And A
Wal don, you have all that woven into a hat
that I hope you will wear proudly on the
bench.

| said it in the Judiciary

Committee, I'll say it again. 1In cases that
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involve the state, it's oftentines the big
guy, the State of New York, against the little
guy. | have every belief that in the cases
that are on your docket, the little guy wll
know t hat, because of the hat that you have
created for yourself, that they will get
justice in our courts. And that is the nost

i mportant thing we can give to anyone in this
state.

Godspeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Lachman, on the nom nation.

SENATOR LACHVAN: At this point,
Senat or Dol | i nger spoke about the little guy.

Il would Iike to direct nmy remarks to the
littlest guy in this chanber, Senator Wal don's
grandson, Kyl e Carbucci a.

And |'m doing this because we share
many things. W also share the fact that |
have a little grandson a few nonths ol der than
your little grandson. And | know that in
years to cone, his nother and father and his
grandnot her, not to nention his aunts and
uncles, will be tal king about grandpa and his

elevation to the Court of d ains.
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So, Kyle, | want to say to you that
you mght not realize it now, at the age of
two nonths, but at the age of two years, |I'm
sure you'll understand it: You have a nost
unusual grandfather. He has brought to this
Senat e chanber grace, dignity, integrity,
intelligence. Those are very, very rare
things to bring to any chanber. Kyle, he's a
grandpa who believes in the politics of
inclusion at a tinme when many peopl e devel op
i ssues of exclusion. And, Kyle, he's one of
the best role nodels in this chanber or any
ot her chanber or any way of life.

Now, | can say to you that you're
not going to be able to foll ow grandpa, but
grandpa doesn't want you to follow him He
wants you to do what he did in his |life and
what he will continue to do in his life for
many years as a distingui shed nenber of the
Court of Claims. And that is to give it all
to do it the right way, to go as far as you
can, and al ways renenber -- always renenber
that the best way to do things is the right
way to do things.

I"mgoing to m ss grandpa a great
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deal. Frequently -- |I've only been here four
years, and | cane froma totally different
environnent. And frequently | would walk into
the chanber and I'd turn behind me and I'd
say, "Al, what's going on?"

The pressure will now be on you,
Senator Breslin. Senator Waldon will no
| onger be here.

Al al ways knew what was goi ng on,
and he expressed what was going on in an
i ni mtable nmanner which can't be replicated or
dupl i cat ed.

Qur loss today is the gain of the
Court of Clainms. And for many years from now,
Kyl e, your grandpa will not only be friendly
with the menbers of the Court of Cains but |
know wi |l continue his friendship with the
menbers of the New York State Senate.

Godspeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Stafford, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR STAFFORD: M. President,
it's all been said. | usually say that when
stand up. And | can actually say this to a

menber, | don't stand up -- well, anyway, the
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point is it's all been said.

But please allow ne to add one word
with all of this -- and | second everything
that's been said so well to a fine candi date.
Collegiality. That's something we need. And
that's sonething Senat or WAl don has. And if |
can put anything in the mx that's been said
so well here, that's sonething we all should
renmenber. And again, Senator Wil don has had
that. He's a fine Court of Cains judge.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
St achowski, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : | too would
like to join in congratulating the Governor
and say a few words about Al.

| always try to think how I first
net people when | got here or they got here.
And in Al's case the first tine, since we
really don't do that nmuch with the Assenbly
day to day, the first real nenories | have of
Al was playing softball against him And I
always |ike to put people in athletic context.
And | renenber that Al hit the ball very, very

hard. | nean, there's no way | can describe
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this otherwise. And not necessarily far, but
har d.

And | nust say | was very happy
when he went to Congress, because the Assenbly
had, you know, a | ot of younger guys -- and I
was young when | first got here, obviously.
I"'ma lot older now But they had a | ot of
guys who could play and a | ot of guys who
could hit, maybe far. But nobody hit the bal
harder. |It's a very heavy ball to deal wth.
So | didn't mss that when Al left.

| was glad to see himcone back
when he canme as a Senate nenber, but
unfortunately -- figuring we were going to
take advantage of his hitting -- we stopped
havi ng the gane, because nost of the fell ows
in the Senate and the | adies that played al
wanted to play in the big gane, but nobody
wanted to play in the practice ganes. So we
ki nd of gave that up because people started
getting hurt.

Then | learned all about Al's
background in athletics and his basket bal
experiences and his representing people and

peopl e he knew fromgrowing up with them And
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Al's al ways been ny source for inside
information in the NBA, so, since | don't
follow it that closely since Buffal o doesn't
have a team any longer -- | still followit,
but Al gives ne all the good informtion,
because his friend Len Wlkins tells him
stuff. So | learn things | would never |earn
ot her wi se.

So |l like to keep the athletic part
of people, and it's easier for ne to dea
with. And actually, it's really lucky for A
during this last few nonths that he has that
at hl eti ¢ background, because as peopl e that
play athletics know, that oftentines to get
the reward there's a ot of hard work and a
| ot of patience involved and a | ot of
wondering if it's going to finish good and you
m ght be | eading by a few points and you don't
want to see the gane fall apart at the end and
you lose. But in this particular situation,
that didn't happen, and the good team
prevailed, and Al is getting to be going on
t he bench.

| think that Al brings a great dea

of experience, as previously nentioned. |
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think that his experience will serve himwell,
all the different things that he did. And
yes, | too heard all the courtship stories,
and they're all wonderful, and he regal es us
with all these fanmly stories, and they' re al
wonderful. The fact is that ET is a great
storyteller.

| think, though, that as a nenory
of Al in the chanber, what |I'm going to take
is the humanity he brings. And | was really
mad when David said it, because nobody had
used that word yet. So David stole ny word.
| think he saw it on nmy notes when he got up.

For those of you who know, he can't
see that far. | read with his gl asses once,
so | feel free to joke |ike that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : | have
al ways found it amazing that Al would be in
t hese heated debates and, as Ron nentioned,
woul d be so collegial with the person he
debated with afterwards. And the thing that I
found nost out of his debates and where his
humanity really cane out was say it was a

corrections issue or a codes issue and it was
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tal ki ng about how you treated crimnals or
what they did and what their treatnments were
going to be and what we were proposing the
state to do in steps of making the state a
better place. And oftentinmes it seens that
the only things we're proposing are how to
keep crimnals in jail longer or nake stiffer
penal ti es and things of that nature.

And what always rang out in Al's
debate was he never said that these people
didn't do sonething wong that got themin
jail in the first place. But his main
i nterest was how was he going to turn those
peopl e around to be better people when they
got out and what kind of prograns did we need
to prevent other people fromdoing the sane
t hi ngs, and where woul d we best spend our
noney -- would it be better spent in putting
nore people in jail or in having prograns to
make sure that | ess people got thenselves in
the position that they ended up in jail. And
| think he was always in the right on those
debat es.

And | think that that attitude and

that kind of humanity will serve himvery well

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7488

on the bench. | think that there was al ways a
sense of justice, but there was al ways a sense
of what can | do to nake this person a greater
person. And | think that's just a wonderful
trait he has, and nobody can take it away.

The only question | have out of al
of this, and I think it's great that A's
going to the bench, is what's Rick Mahorn
going to do wi thout you?

Congratul ati ons, Al.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Marchi, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR MARCHI : vell, A, I -
["'mw nding up ny 39th year as a nenber of
this house; before, |I served on staff. And
you certainly stand out. You are an exenplar.
| renenber, going back, Senator's Paterson's
famly, Senator Volker's famly. This is the
depth of the people that |'ve nmet. The
hundreds, | don't -- | just can't count the
nunber over 39 years. |ncluding you,
M. President.

You nust be gat hering sonet hi ng,
and your famly that's sitting there hearing

all this must understand that beyond the
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establ i shed record, beyond the fact that the
public confers great approbation on what

you' ve been doi ng and what they expect of you
in the future, that we're all going to m ss
you. We're going to mss this person, because
we have great affection for him G eat
affection for himpersonally as a human bei ng,
as a wonderful person. And this is the
feeling that we carry.

And |'ve seen so nany nunberl ess
peopl e, but you are a class person. | don't
know how nmany tines I'll speak again before I
| eave these hallowed halls, but I do hope that
you find great fulfillnment, great satisfaction
fromyour future, because you' ve endowed every
singl e aspect of your life with animtion,
with constructive input, and you've been
sinply great all the way.

And |'m so happy that your famly
is here to hear this, because that's the way
we feel about him It's a matter of affection
by all of us for a great individual.

God bl ess you, and CGodspeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or

Hevesi, on the nom nati on.
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SENATOR HEVESI : Thank you, M.
Presi dent .

M. President, Senator Stachowski
got me thinking when was the first tinme | net
Senat or Wal don. And nenory doesn't serve ne
terribly well; | probably net himas a kid at
some political function in Queens. But ny
first real nmenory of Al Wal don was in the
second week of January, 1991. | walked into
this chanber as an intern for a forner
Senator, Manny Gold. | sat on that bench
right over there. And | didn't know what |
was doi ng. Session was about to start, and I
t hought | had some other neeting | had to go
to. So | reached over to the first Senator,
who was sitting in one of these chairs right
here, and | said, "Senator, how long is
session going to go on for today?" And he
said to ne, "I have no idea. Today is ny
first day too."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HEVESI : And it was
Senator Al Waldon. And interestingly, in ny
experience in the last 18 years, that was the

only thing Al Wal don didn't know.
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| had the pleasure of his
experience and intellect and hunor and al
t hose ot her wonderful characteristics which
have been so adequately expressed here today
in that session, and in this session here
t oday.

And I'd just like to nake the
observation that if you were witing the job
description of a nmenber of the judiciary, A
Wal don is your guy. Forget all of the
excessively inpressive resune experiences and
wonderful |ife experiences, but just the
personal what are the qualities you want in a
menber of the bench -- deliberative,
intuitive, thoughtful, conpassionate,
insightful, you nane it. And that's Al
Wl don.

And one other thing that 1 think,
just because it's so obvious -- | don't
believe |I've heard anybody el se said it
today -- Al Waldon is the epitone of
integrity. The nobst honest, straightforward,
strai ght shooter, absolute role nodel for
anyone. And the people whomhe will now serve

as a nenber of the bench are the true
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beneficiaries of the Governor's wi se decision
and this body's w se decision to confirm him
t oday.

Senat or Wal don, | congratul ate you
and wi sh you the best of |uck. You deserve
it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Schnei derman, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: Thank you,
M. President. | will be very brief.

Senat or Wl don, as usual, ahead of
the curve, foresight, has got |obbyist-free
food available for hinself and his famly
ready tonight. | don't know how he did it,
but he knew that he had to start supplying his
own, and he's taken care of it. So I'll [let
you get to it quickly.

| just wanted to say that in the
short tine |'ve been here, 1've very nuch
appreci ated the fact that early in the
sessi on, Senator Wl don reached out to ne.
And there are two things that he inpressed on
me very early and that | think I've benefited
greatly from First of all, his approach to

crimnal justice issues is narvelous. And
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this is an area we'll been working on for a
long tine to conme. But the conbination, the
confi dence he has that conpassion and firmmess
wor k together, has been sonething of a rea
i nspiration.

And the second thing, and it's been
menti oned before -- and |I'm gl ad Senat or
Vol ker is still here -- watching his
interaction in the Codes Cormittee and on the
floor and his interaction with Senator Vol ker
has shown to ne in a very rough partisan tine,
when sonme of us young hot heads get carried
away, you can be very effective and be a
gentleman. And one thing | wll renenber
about this, and your efforts to inpress this
upon ne -- and any failing is due to ny
i neptitude and not to your great exanple -
you have been a true gentl eman and yet you
have been strong on the issues you care about
and have been very effective.

And that nmeans a lot to us, and |
thank you. And | think there are a | ot of
ot her younger nenbers of the Senate who have
benefited from your counsel over the years who

woul d echo this. You're going to make a fine
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j udge.

And | will stop now so we can get
to a fine dinner. Congratulations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Onorato, on the nom nation

SENATOR ONCRATO M. President,
| rise to join ny colleagues. |'ve heard al
of the wonderful superlatives that were cast
in his direction. 1've attended the comittee
neeting for him | didn't have an opportunity
to suppress all of the evidence, the reasons
for not allowing his nomnation to cone to the

floor. But as usual, they wouldn't allow ne

to speak.

A, |'ve been readi ng over your
resune. |It's quite obvious, you can't hold a
j ob.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ONORATC So | hope that
this nom nation now will be the cul mination of
your wanderlust and you'll set foot where you

real ly bel ong, administering the justice that
we meke | egislation for here in this chanber.
| am trenendously happy for you,

and at the sanme tine |"'mvery, very sad about
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| osi ng your constant conpani onship that we've
shared ever since you got into this chanber
We broke bread together, we shared a | ot of
com cal nonents just to break up all of the
seriousness init, torealize that there are
other inportant things in life besides
politics and the Legislature.

You' ve gotten your new
grandchild -- and | know I've lorded it over
you, always letting you know that |'ve got siXx
grandchildren, to nake sure. So you've got a
lot nore to look forward to. I'mtelling your
children to work hard and make nommy and daddy
six tinmes over so that they can conpete with
me.

And again, everything that | w sh
for me and ny famly, A, | wish for you and
yours. God bl ess you and Godspeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Hof f mann, on the nom nati on.

SENATOR HOFFMANN: Thank you very
much.

It's been a real pleasure to serve
W th Senator Waldon. He is a remarkable

gentl eman and such a tal ented individual.
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Rarely on the bench do you find someone with
this varied background, fromhis days as a
singer and a rnusici an of consi derabl e renown,
a sports afficionado, an athlete, sonebody
with | aw enforcenent experience and

| egi sl ative experience at the federal and
state level. Seldomdo we find people on the
bench who have all of these attributes in
their own personal dossier.

When the individuals who will be
appeari ng before Senator Wal don see himthere
in his black robes, little will they know of
his wi de range of personal experience that
gives himan insight into the rest of the
worl d far beyond what many of his counterparts
wi || have.

But |I think the thing that has
i npressed nme nost and been nost satisfying
over the years that we've worked together is
the fact that he was always willing to
understand, to take the time to | earn about
peopl e wi th whom he m ght not have had
personal famliarity or who were in other
parts of the state.

There was |ittle personal notive

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




7497

for Senator Wl don to be concerned about
agriculture in this state. Even though
regul arly adnoni sh everybody to pay attention
because it is our nost inportant industry in
New York, it often falls on deaf ears. But
Senat or Waldon | know was willing to
personalize the role, the lives, and the
econony of farmfamlies in this state. He
truly cared about people when they woul d cone
and | obby him want to talk wi th him about
agricultural issues. And it's that
sensitivity that is going to give himthe
conpassion to be one of the state's finest
j udges.

| conplinent the Governor on his
excel | ent choice, and I'm proud to add ny
voi ce of support today.

Good | uck, Al.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: The
question is on the nom nation of Alton R
Wal don, Jr., of Canbria Heights, to becone a
judge of the Court of Clainms. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Opposed,
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nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Judge
Wal don i s unani nously confirned.

And we're very, very pleased to -

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNGC M. President, is

t here any housekeepi ng at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: M. President,
t hat spontaneous appl ause m ght have w ped out
that | think you were trying to recognize the
Senator's famly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Vell, |
was. They were previously acknow edged, |
think. But Judge Waldon is here with his
wi fe, Barbara, and their children and their
grandson, as we've heard.

And Judge Wal don, | didn't speak,
and let nme just say | think it's obvious, and
certainly obvious to your famly, that this

chanber cares very nmuch about you, the
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i ndividual, and certainly the job you've done.

And to put it very sinplistically, we like

you.

Good | uck.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Br uno.

SENATOR BRUNGC M. President, in
consultation with Senator Connor, | have sone

mnority conmttee assignnents that | would
li ke to have entered into the record.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Accept ed,
and it will be on file, Senator, and filed in
t he Journal .

SENATOR BRUNO And, M.
President, as we have concluded this year's
business in a very appropriate way, with one
of our esteened coll eagues going to the bench
as our |last official order of business for
this year, there being no further business to
cone before the Senate, | would nove that we
stand adj ourned, subject to the call of the
Majority Leader, intervening days to be
| egi sl ative days, and wi sh you all happy

hol i days.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT KUHL: Senat or
Bruno, Senator Wal don -- now Judge Wl don -
did indicate to the chair that he was having a
m nor reception in the Mnority Conference
Room and that he woul d wel cone the
opportunity to say thank you to all of you at
that reception. That's Republi cans,
Denocrats, everybody. Everybody in the
Capitol, everybody.

And wi t hout objection, the Senate
stands adj ourned, subject to the call of the
Majority Leader, intervening days to be
| egi sl ati ve days. Happy holidays to all

(Wher eupon, at 6:47 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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