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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
come to order. | ask everyone present to rise
and repeat with ne the Pl edge of All egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy nmay we bow our heads in a nonment of
silence, please.

(A nmonent of silence was observed.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, April 13th, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Monday, Apri
12th was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select commttees.

The Secretary will read the report
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fromthe standing comrttees.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if I could just interrupt for a mnute.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Givil Service
Committee in the Majority Conference Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Givil Service
Committee in the Majority Conference Room

The Secretary will read reports of
the standing conmttees.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Vol ker,
fromthe Comrittee on Codes, reports:

Senate Print Number 643-A, by
Senat or Nozzolio and others, an act to anend
the Penal Law and the Vehicle and Traffic Law
Directly for third reading.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection
the bill will be reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Mot i ons and resol uti ons.
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Senat or Mei er.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent,
on behal f the Senator Sal and, on page nunber
6, | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal ender Number 102, Senate Print 1404 and ask
that said bill retain its place on the Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
received and the bill will retain its place on
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent,
al so on behal f of Senator Saland on page
nunber 30, | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Nunmber 526, Senate Print 3813, and
ask that said bill retain its place on the
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
received and the bill will retain its place on
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent,
on behal f of Senator Stafford, on page nunber
26, | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 492, Senate Print 4550, and
ask that said bill retain its place on the

Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.
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THE PRESI DENT: The anmendnment is
received and the bill will retain its place on

the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent ,
on behal f of Senator Maltese, | nove that the
following bill be discharged fromits

respective conmttee and be recommitted with
instructions to strike the enacting cl ause,

Senate Print 4425.

THE PRESI DENT: So order ed.
SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent ,
on behal f of Senator Saland, | wish to call up

Senate Bill Print Nunber 1013, recalled from
the Assenbly, which is now at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Sal and, Senate Print 1013, an act to anend the
Fam |y Court Act.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent,

I now nove to reconsider the vote by which

this bill was passed.
THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes 45.

SENATOR MEI ER: I now offer the
fol |l owi ng anendnents.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnents

are received.

SENATOR MEI ER: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

| believe there is a privileged resolution at
t he desk by Senator Vol ker. My we pl ease
have it read in its entirety and nove for its
for i medi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Secretary will
read. Title only.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Vol ker, | egislative resolution comendi ng
George Gates for his 42 years of dedicated
service in the field of journalismto be
cel ebrated on April 14th, 1999.

SENATOR SKELCS: Move its
adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resol ution.

Al'l favor signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: At this tinme my
we pl ease take up the non-controversia
cal endar. Madam President, | believe there

are a couple of substitutions if we could do

that first.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
wi Il read the substitutions.

THE SECRETARY: On page 27,

Senat or Spano noves to discharge fromthe
Committee on Labor, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3735
and substitute it for the identical third
readi ng 499.

On page 35, Senator Goodnman noves
to discharge fromthe Committee on
I nvestigations, Taxation and Gover nnent
Operations, Assenbly Bill 2103 and substitute
it for the identical third readi ng 584.

THE PRESI DENT: The substitutions

are ordered.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Now i f we coul d
take up the non-controversial cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
96, by Senator Spano, Senate Print 1370-A, an
act to anmend the Labor Law, in relation to
felonies on a public works project.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect the first day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

175, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 1232-A,
an act to anmend the Penal Law, in relation to
i ncl udi ng possession of an autonated teller
machi ne card.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

240, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 2925, an
act to anmend the Banking Law, in relation to
i ncreasing the penalty.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

278, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 3152, an
act to anend the Tax Law, in relation to

extendi ng the additional one percent rate of

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




2064

sal es and conpensati ng use taxes.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Lay that bill
asi de for a question from Senator Breslin

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
295, by Senator Leibell, Senate Print 2663, an
act to amend the Retirement and Soci al
Security Law, in relation to the maxi mum
anount .

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

296, by Menber of the Assenbly Wi senberg,
Assenbly Print 3440-A, an act to amend the
Civil Service Law, in relation to the
eligibility to be a police officer.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.).

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

335, by Senator Bonacic.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Lay the bil
asi de for the day, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
342, by Senator Hoffrmann, Senate Print 3541,
an act to amend the Agriculture and Markets
Law, in relation to the assessnent of
penal ti es.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

368, by Senator Maltese, Senate Print 3704, an
act to amend the Labor Law and the Penal Law,
inrelation to the certain enpl oynent of

m nors.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first day of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.).

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, if |
could just speak to explain ny vote.

THE PRESI DENT: To explain your
vote, go ahead, Senator.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you. Wile
| think the idea of this legislation is noble
and | agree with the intent | do have concerns
about the language in the bill. It seens over

broad to ne. |'mnot sure that people would
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be attendi ng dances or plays where children
woul d be performng in an obscene way. So
because of those misgivings | amgoing to vote
no on this.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: You will be
recorded as voting in the negative, Senator
Duane.

The Secretary will announce the
results, please.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49, nays 1.
Senat or Duane recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
384, by Senator McGee, Senate Print 2875, an
act to amend the Public Oficers Law, in
relation to residency requirenent.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49, nays 1.
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Senat or Dol linger recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
407, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1022, an
act to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es,
in relation to causes of action.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the first day of

Cct ober .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

409, by Senator Meier, Senate Print 1265, an
act to amend the Cvil R ghts Law, in relation
to the right of public petition.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmmediately.
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 52.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

463, by Senator LaValle, Senate Print 1626, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Municipal Law, in
relation to creating the Town of Southhanpton
i ndustrial devel opnent agency.

THE PRESI DENT: There is a home
rul e nessage at the desk.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 52.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

466, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 2369, an
act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law and the
Soci al Services Law, in relation to hol ding

soci al services rent.
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SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Lay that bill
asi de, pl ease, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

Senat or Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the non-controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: | ask you to
take up the controversial cal endar, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
278, by Senator Kuhl, Senate Print 3152, an
act to anmend the Tax Law, in relation to
extendi ng the additional one percent rate of

sal es in conpensating use taxes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Breslin.
SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam
President, through you, will the sponsor yield

to a question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Kuhl ,
will you yield to a question from Senat or
Breslin?

SENATOR KUHL: Certainly.

THE PRESI DENT: You have the

fl oor, Senator Breslin.
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SENATOR BRESLI N: Madam
Presi dent, thank you, very rmnuch.

THE PRESI DENT: Your wel cone.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Senat or Kuhl ,
has Steuben County made a request for that
ext ensi on?

SENATOR KUHL: Senat or Breslin,

t hey have nade not only one this year but they
have nmade several over the course of the | ast
several years.

They initially made a request back
in, | believe it was 1992, when the county
reali zed they needed sone additional revenues
and in fact they elected to go the sal es tax
routine as far as raising that revenue rather
than |l evy additional real property taxes.

When they nmade that request they
made really a request for authority to raise
that sales tax, but this Legislature, nost
not ably the Assenbly, would not consent to a
indetermnal length of tinme for which themto
do that, and insisted that it only be a two
year extension, so the will of the Legislature
was i mposed upon the |egislature of Steuben

County. So we have to, every year, every two

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




2072

years cone back and ask for reauthorization

I know that is a |ong response to
your question, but | thought that you should
best be infornmed that the Assenbly has been
unwi lling to grant this authority w thout any

condi ti ons.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you, very
much, Senator Kuhl. And | tell you that two
years fromnow, if |I amstill here, I won't

ask that question.

Thank you, very nuch, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50, nays 2.
Senators Dol linger and Gentile recorded in the
negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
466, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 2369, an
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act to anmend the Real Property Tax Law and the
Soci al Services Law, in relation to
wi t hhol di ng soci al service rents.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W will waive the explanation of
this bill. This bill has been debated before
at length in this house and | think the spirit
of this legislation is sound. It would be a
way, as we understand it, to insure that
| andl ords who are in arrears in their property
taxes woul d pay those taxes.

However, | think nine of ny
col | eagues in the past have voted against this
bill because the problemis that it does so,
it requires the paynment of those taxes or
di verts the paynment of those taxes directly to
the nunicipality, potentially at the expense

of tenants. And the danger is that |andl ords

will either refuse to rent to tenants in this
situation or they will be unable to adequately
maintain their apartnents and it will put

further pressure on their ability to conplete
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t hem

There have been nine of our menbers
who have voted against it. Senators Connor
Lachman, Leichter, Markow tz, Montgonery,
Onorat o, Paterson, Santiago and Seabrook and I
sinply speak on their behal f and woul d
encourage themto continue to vote their

conscience on this bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Farl ey.

SENATOR FARLEY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Senator Dol linger, | appreciate
that. | did just want to say that the nine

Senators that did vote against it are all from

New York City. New York City is excluded from

this bill. 1t does not affect the City of New
Yor k.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect or the 90th day.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in

t he negative on Cal endar 466 are Senators
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Connor, Duane, Lachman, Markow tz, Montgonery,
Sant i ago.

Ayes 46, nays 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed. Senator Skel os, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

At this tine if we could take up
Cal endar Number 492, Senate 4550-A.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
492, by the Conmittee on Rules, Senate Print
4550- A, an act maki ng appropriations for the
support of governnent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a nessage of necessity and
appropriation at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senat or
Skel os, there is.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of

accepting the nessages of necessity and
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appropriation, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessages are
accept ed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 37. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 51, nays 1.
Senator Dol linger recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed. Senator Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could take up Cal endar Nunber 493,
Senat e 4551.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
493, by the Conmittee on Rules, Senate Print
4551, an act maki ng appropriations for the
support of governnent.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there a

nessage of necessity and appropriation at the

desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senat or
Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOGS: | nove to
accept .

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of

accepting the nessages of necessity and
appropriations signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessages are
accept ed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect April 1st, 1999.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 54, nays 1.
Senator Dol linger recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

passed.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: There will be an

i medi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could

return to reports of standing comittees, |
believe there is a report of the Cvil Service
and Pension Conmittee at the desk. | ask that

it be read at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: Reports of
standing commttees, we will return.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Lei bel

fromthe Commttee on Civil Service and
Pensi on reports:

Senate Prints Nunber 1656-A, by
Senat or Spano, an act to amend the Retirenent

and Social Security Law,
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2076, by Senator Farley, an act to
amend Chapter 729 of the Laws of 1994,

2343, by Senator Vol ker, an act to
amend the General Municipal Law,

2468- A, by Senator Trunzo, an act
to anend the Retirenent and Social Security
Law,

3133, by Senator Leibell, an act to
anmend the Retirenent and Social Security Law,

3158, by Senator Leibell, an act to
amend the General Municipal Law,

4114, by Senator Spano, an act to
anmend the Chapter 666 of the Laws of 1990;

4266, by Senator LaValle, an act to
amend t he Education Law and the Retirenment and
Soci al Security Law,

4545, by Senator Leibell, an act to
amend Chapter 41 of the Laws of 1997 rel ating
to providing retirenent incentive.

Al bills directly for third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
the Senate will stand at ease at this time
pendi ng the report of the Finance Conmmittee.
But | also want to point out to the nmenbers of
the Majority that there will be a conference
foll owi ng session today, a short conference in
the Majority Conference Room

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
stand at ease, and there will be a neeting of
the Majority conference in the Majority
Conf erence Room i medi ately foll ow ng session.

(The Senate stood at ease from

11:31 a.m wuntil 11:39 a.m)

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,

if we could return to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there is a report of the
Fi nance Conmittee at the desk. | ask that it
be read at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: W will return to
the report of standing commttee.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Stafford,

fromthe Committee on Finance, reports the
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following bill directly for third reading;
Senate Print 4584, by the Commttee on Rul es,
an act naking an appropriation relating to
servi ces and expenses.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could call up Cal endar Nunber 591,
Senate 4584, at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
591, by the Conmittee on Rules, Senate Print
4584, an act maki ng an appropriation relating
to services and expenses.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a nessage of necessity and
appropriation at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
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accepting the nessage of necessity and
appropriation signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed nay.

(Response of nay.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessages are
accept ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could just wait a minute |I believe

Senat or Paterson has a coupl e questions to

ask.
THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: If we could now

read the | ast section on Cal endar Nunber 591.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR CONNOR: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford,

an expl anati on has been requested.
SENATOR STAFFORD: Madam
President, as we nove through the systens and

as we have these situations that we have at
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the present time there are many comm tnents
made, there are many situations where people
are banking, planning, lives are affected.

And this is an appropriation for a cultural
exchange with Israel and the Harl em Boys Choir
will be able to go to Israel.

It is the understanding of all of
us that this is good for the State. It is
good for the Harlem Boys Choir.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
St achowski, why do you rise?

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : As soon as
he fi ni shes expl ai ni ng, Madam Presi dent, |
woul d |i ke to ask a question.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Go ahead.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yield to a question?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : I think he
pretty nmuch explained it.

Madam Presi dent, through you, |
woul d just like to know if the Senator is
aware that if the Harl em Boys Choir has ever
received State noney before, and if in fact

wi thout it have they traveled all over the
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wor | d?

SENATOR STAFFORD: The
interesting point is | can renenber, and it
was a tine that a late Stanley Steingut was
speaker, the late Steingut, and it happens, |
don't have that nuch in nmy head but believe it
or not | |ooked at the budget that year and
there was an appropriation for the Harl em Boys
Choir and | would then venture to say that the
answer is in the affirmative.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : Anot her
question, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford,

do you yield to an additional question?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead,
Senat or .
SENATOR STACHOWEKI : The question

is that, okay, since they got noney once but
we don't know if it was for a trip or if it
was just for sone kind of support or whatever,
woul d you know, would you believe it is true
that they have nmade trips all over the worlds
wi t hout any state noney?

SENATOR STAFFCORD: | had many
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organi zations in ny district that have made
trips with public funds, w thout public funds,
with public funds and without public funds,
private funds. So | would say the answer is
yes.

SENATOR STACHOWBKI : One | ast
question and it probably going to be -- the
answer wi Il be probably be purely conjecture
on Senator Stafford's part, but | would Iike

to ask himone nore question.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | certainly
wll answer it.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead,
Senat or .

SENATOR STACHOWEKI : Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

Senator, do you believe that if
this trip, if this piece of |egislation does
not pass and the $60,000 is not available from
the Senate, do you believe that throughout the
whol e Jewi sh conmunity in the Cty of New York
they m ght be able to raise $60,000 to send
this choir to Israel since it seens to be of
great interest not only to the Harl em Boys

Choir to go, but also to the people of Israe
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and the people fromthe Jewi sh community in
New York City that want to send themto |srael
to get themthere?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Vell, as the
Senat or point out, this gquestion does raise
vagari es and vi scisitudes [phonetic]. No

questi on about that.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Connor .

SENATOR CONNOR: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| rise against, to speak agai nst
this bill because | don't subscribe to that

political philosophy that says consistency is
t he hobgoblin of small mnds. And a week ago,
two weeks ago, whenever, we opposed the noney
for the luge on the grounds that it was not
truly an enmergency. | think this
appropriation fits into the sanme category,
wort hy though it naybe.

The Harl em Boys Choir is a world
renowned institution. They have travel ed
around the world. | amconfident that with or
without this bill they will get to nake this
trip to Israel. They are not scheduled to go

until May 22nd. | amsure, and | would be
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happy to assist in the efforts to -- | don't
mean personally, | mean by making tel ephone
calls -- | amsure this noney can be raised

privately to nake sure that this trip takes
pl ace.

| think if you have been readi ng
the press and the rhetoric of the last three
days, ny coll eagues, | think we all understand
the attenpted political squeeze play here, the
attenpt to enbarras the Speaker and ot her
peopl e.

Frankly it is sophonoric. It is
really -- | have to believe it is sonme junior
staff menber on the second floor who thinks he
or she is a great political genius, and Oh
Boy, this is one Shelly Silver is going to get
stuck with, it is the Harlem Boys Choir going
to Israel.

Conme on. Everybody | have tal ked
to who represents the various comunities
i nvol ved or are concerned about this has just
| aughed and said they did what. Woever
t hought this was a great political play, have
fun with it, but really it is not a budgetary

energency. It is not anything nore than it
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appears to be; a not even veiled attenpt to
divide the State. | can see the questions
raised if this were to pass upstate about,
wel |, how conme they wouldn't do the funds for
t he Adi rondacks or Lake Placid but they are
willing to do the Harl em Boys Choir goes to
| srael . That attenpt to divide our state is
frankly nore than just sophonoric, that is
deplorable. And | urge a vote in the
negative. And the reason | amspeaking is
because ny deputy was tenporarily indisposed
and he does represent the Harlem comunity and
| would therefore, Madam President, yield the
floor to Senator Paterson.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: On and bill,
Senat or ?

SENATOR PATERSON: On the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead.

SENATOR PATERSON: It is very

unfortunate that we have to be discussing this
issue at this particular tine. Just tw weeks

ago we raised the issue of bringing other
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factors and other issues into the budget
process at that tine when we have many
problens in this State that we are trying to
cure; poor housing, substance abuse, crineg,
unenpl oynment and under enpl oynent, poor and
i nadequate health care facilities, and an
educati onal systemthat needs many resources.
And at this noment to have, in lieu of passing
t he budget try to piece together sone type of
alternative budget in a way that does not
denonstrate any real prioritization, we got up
and we di scussed was not right.

So now | see that the luge cones to
Harlem Now we are going to have an
opportunity for a person |ike nyself who has
been a supporter of the Boys Choir of Harlem
for 15 years, someone who has all ocated
resources to themfromny own discretionary
menber item budget and soneone who has fought
for wide services for the choir not only from
State governnent but from New York City
government and fromthe federal adm nistration
will get the opportunity to vote agai nst
| egi sl ation that would provided for $60, 000

for the Boys Choir of Harlemto visit Israel.
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And isn't it interesting that at a tine when
there has often been a great deal of
controversy about the relationships between
the African-Anerican and the Jewi sh community
that this very noble attenpt to bring people

t oget her and get young peopl e to understand
the greater world that is around themand to
really, in the formative stages nurture

rel ati onships that mght last a lifetine that
this effort is manipulated into a budgetary
process to enable to put those of us who voted
the way we did two weeks ago in a position of
havi ng to choose between a service provider
that we all endorse and what is right in terns
of budget policy.

Madam Presi dent, we accept that
undertaking and we will vote against this
bill. It is not out of any malice or any
desire not to see the Boys Choir of Harlem
flourish. In fact, right after I finish
debating today | will be part of any kind of
effort to raise the noney privately so that
the Boys Choir will be able to go there and
whoever's idea it was to put this into the

budget | think that they m ght want to join
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me. Although I"mreally not sure whose idea
it was to put this type of addendumto
legislation into this bill. And I think it
real ly denonstrates in many ways the probl em
we have in governnent right now.

This is not an attenpt just to give
$60, 000 to a choir to sent themto a foreign
county so they m ght performand interact and
| earn about that country and bring that
country together with ours a little closer.

No, this is a highly devel oped and organi zed
political strategy to try to put individuals
on the spot because the Executive Branch is
unable to bring ancillary itens into the
budget process.

If we really want to nake an issue
of the budget why don't we just cone here
everyday such as we | earned i n Washi ngton they
did at the inpeachnent hearings, every day at
one o' clock excepting for religious holidays
until we pass the budget. We coul d do that.
How nuch nore foresighted would that have been
to take that position. But no, we're going to
try to find sonmething that either sone

consul tant or sone shaman or sonebody thought
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up this is idea to create a situation that
would try to enbarras people or in nmany ways
try to be divisive, not only upstate, down
state, but even within sonme of the ethnic
groups that conprise New York State.

It think it is an absol ute outrage
to take sonetinmes sensitive rel ationshi ps and
chal l enge themin order to foster a private
agenda. And that is the reason that we have
probl ens in governnent today and that is the
reason that public opinion polls show nore and
nore the people | ose confidence in us.

W are really going to need | eaders
who acknow edge what is right about this State
politically, economcally, socially and
judicially, as well as what is wong. And we
are going to need | eaders who are going to
really try to build a viable, workable,
sensi bl e and achi evabl e condition rather than
to engage in what is really the panoply of
weal th and the arrogance of power. There is
no telling what, if this type of strategy were
to be effective, what types of divisions it
coul d create, what types of derision it could

foster.
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But the fact is that I think the
public is somewhat fed up with this type of
tinkering with people's feelings and people's
enotions, and also the good will that a ot of
these types of trips and these organi zations
t hat sponsor themare trying to achieve.

| am hopeful that the State wll
see through this rather transparent, al nost
naked political act and will recognize that
those of us who vote against it are doing it
out of some principle, sone desire to engage
i n an budget process out of a strategy that is
hi gher than just what | ooks interesting and
what can get a rise out of reporters or in the

news nedia for a day or two.

And so, Madam President, | am goi ng
to vote against this bill and 1'"'mgoing to
vote against it proudly. | don't knowif

t hose who are associated with the Boys Choir
will quite understand the reason why | take
this position today. But | amsure that as
time goes on they will understand that it is a
gesture that is consistent with what we did a
coupl e weeks ago and is continuing because we

will continue to vote against these private,
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al most ancillary itens being put into the

ener gency budget every two weeks.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Just very

briefly, Madam President.

My only question to everyone in
this hall is what is next? It was the |uge
sought to divide us fromour north country
friends. It is the Harlem Boys Choir trip to
I srael that seeks to divide us along ethnic
and racial |ines.

I woul d just suggest, Madam
President, that what this house needs to do to
stop this foolishness fromthe second floor is
to stand up and conme up with a veto proof
budget that we can sent to the Governor that
we know we can force himto accept.
Regretfully that is sonething that the
Majority in this house can not do all on its

own. That is sonething that we all need to do
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wor ki ng toget her perhaps in a bipartisan
spirit that has at least in the seven years
have been here never characterized our

del i berati ons.

But if we really want to assert our
power in the budget process |let put together a
vet o proof budget, lets agree that we wl|
override a gubernatorial veto and |ets get the
budget done now.

In the nean time we are sinply
going to have a Governor who believes in an in
your face politics quite frankly that will pit
us agai nst one another and seeks to divide us
rat her than bring us together.

We hold the power if we cone
together to exercise the power to bring the
Executive back to the table and to get what
the people of this State want done. It wll
take an enornous change in this house inits
ot herwi se heavy partisanship to acconplish

that. But | would suggest that the Senate

itself will be nore powerful if we do that.
THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
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act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Party vote in
t he negati ve.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Party vote in
the affirmative.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 35, nays 22.
Party vote.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed. Senator Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there any
housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there is not,
Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There bei ng no
further business, | nove we adjourn until
Monday, April 19th at 3:00 p.m intervening
days being |l egislative days and a reni nder
that there will be an imedi ate neeting of the
Majority in the Majority Conference Room

THE PRESI DENT: There will be a
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neeting of the Majority in the Majority
Conf erence Room
On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Mnday, April 19th at 3:00
p.m intervening days being | egislative days.
(Wher eupon, at 12:00 noon, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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