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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: The invocation
today will be given by Reverend Nornan B
Evans, retired pastor from Anerican Bapti st
Churches in Cazenovi a.

REVEREND EVANS: Thank you.

Shal |l we bow in prayer.

Al m ghty God, Creator of the
uni verse and of our wonderful State, we come
today and ask You to bless us and that we
m ght bl ess You by what we do this day in this
session. As stewards of this State inits
beauty and its resources, its history and its
peopl e, help us to know that not only are we
responsi bl e to our constituents, but we're
al so responsible to You, not only in our State
work but in our personal lives. And nay that

great day cone and may we be greeted wth,
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"Wl |l done now, good and faithful servant."

Hel p us to progress this day and in
this session. Help us when we disagree, and
we usually do, to be not disagreeable. And
when we agree, to give whol ehearted approval,
not worryi ng about our status.

And we ask, Lord, that we m ght
bless You in all that we do and we ask it in
t he name of that Hebrew -- in the nane of the
One whom t he Hebrew Prophet |saiah and the
Angel Gabriel called Emmanuel .

God with us. Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Tuesday, March 9th. The Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Monday, March
8th, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor
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Reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mar chi
fromthe Comrittee on Corporations,
Aut horities and Commi ssions, reports:

Senate Prints 1023, by Senator
Skel os, an act to establish a Business Trust
Law,

1808, by Senat or Padavan, an act to
amend the Public Authorities Law,

2453, by Senat or Goodman, an act to
amend the Public Authorities Law.

Senator LaValle, fromthe Conmttee
on Hi gher Education, reports:

Senate Prints 175, by Senator
Larkin, an act to amend the Education Law;

1250, by Senator Meier, an act to
amend the Education Law and the Public Health
Law;, and

3024, by Senator LaValle, an act to
amend the Education Law.

Al bills directly for third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout

objection, all bills directed to third
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r eadi ng.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
State officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you, Madam
President. On behalf of Senator Meier, on
page 11, Cal endar Nunber -- | offer the
foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 163, Senate
Print Nunmber 1908, and ask that said bil
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, the bill will retain its place on
the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe that there is a privileged
resolution at the desk by Senator Leibell. I
woul d ask that the title be read and noved for
its i mredi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




882

Lei bel |, Legislative Resolution Nunmber 618,
honoring Tenple Beth El of Northern
West chest er upon the occasion of its 50th
anni versary conmenorative service on Friday,
March the 12th, 1999.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the resol ution.

Al in favor, signify by saying

aye.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
can we, at this tine, go to the
non-controversial reading of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
107, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 637, an
act to amend the Correction Law and the Public
Heal th Law.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
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THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
135, by Senator Farley, Senate Print 1836, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
authorizing the State University trustees.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this
act shall take effect on the 1lst day of April.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 37.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

141, by Senator Libous, Senate Print 2091, an
act to anmend the Mental Hygiene Law, in

relation to disqualification

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

150, by Senator Stafford, Senate Print 1509,
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an act to anend the Labor Law, in relation to

| i censes.
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

168, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 966, an
act to anend the Penal Law, in relation to

sent enci ng.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

221, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 139, an
act to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in

relation to reports.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

222, by Senator Goodnan, Senate Print 1101, an
act to anmend the Transportation Law, in
relation to increasing penalties.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
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secti on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 3, this

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 37.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

235, by Senator Holland, Senate Print 1922, an
act to amend the Education Law, in relation to
pupils afflicted with asthna.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 38.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Bruno, that conpletes the
readi ng of the non-controversial cal endar.

SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent ,
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can we, at this tine, return to reports of
standi ng comm ttees.

| believe there is a report from
the Finance Conmttee at the desk and ask that
it be read at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.

We'll, at this tine, return to the reports of
standi ng com ttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Stafford,
fromthe Comrittee on Finance, offers up the
foll owi ng nom nati ons:

As a nenber of the
Rochest er - Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Authority, Leslie M GColdstein, of Rochester.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.

Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation, please.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, may | be heard on the confirmati on?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Coul d we
pl ease | ay them aside. Thank you.

Di scontinue. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: It is laid aside
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at this time, Senator.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
t he Rochest er- Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority, Thomas C. Tucker, of Batavia.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, could we lay that nom nation aside,
t 0o.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Lay it aside,

pl ease. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: The nom nation is
| ai d asi de.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of

the Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
Lawr ence W Ganache, of G eenwood.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Lawence W Ganache as

a menber of the Metropolitan Transportation
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Aut hority.

Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Lawr ence W
Gamache is hereby confirmed as a nmenber of the
Met ropolitan Transportation Authority.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
the New York State O ynpi c Regi onal
Devel opnment Authority, Janet H Bliss, of Lake
Pl aci d.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Janet H Bliss,
Esquire, as a nmenber of the A ynpic Regiona
Devel opnment Authority.

Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
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(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Janet H Bliss,
Esquire, is hereby confirmed as a nenber of
the A ynpic Regi onal Devel opnent Authority.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a trustee of
the State University Construction Fund, Eugene
K. Tyksinski, of Altanont.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmati on of Eugene K. Tyksinski as
a trustee of the State University Construction
Fund.

Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Eugene K
Tyksinski is hereby confirmed as a trustee of
the State University Construction Fund.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nmenber of
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the State Public Transportati on Board, Thomas

Cl enents, of Saratoga Springs.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Thomas Clenents as a
menber of the State Public Transportation
Boar d.

Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thomas C enents
is hereby confirnmed as a nenber of the State
Publ i c Transportati on Board.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
the Central New York State Park, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Conm ssion, Linda

DeFranci sco, of Syracuse.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFCORD: Move

confirmation, please.
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THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Linda Ann DeFranci sco
as a nmenber of the Central New York State
Recreation and Hi storic Preservation
Commi ssi on.

Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

Senat or DeFranci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO Si nce |
have a personal interest in this volunteer,
non-paid position, | would |like to abstain.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, Senator DeFrancisco is abstaining.

Al'l those in favor, signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Li nda Ann
DeFranci sco is hereby confirned as a nenber of
the Central New York State Park, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Conm ssion.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
Board of Visitors New York State Hone for
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Vet erans and Their Dependents at Oxford,
Ri chard M Pedro, of Owego.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move
confirmation, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Richard M Pedro as a
menber of the Board of Visitors of the New
York State Home for Veterans and Their
Dependent s at Oxford.

Al'l in favor, signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Richard M Pedro
is hereby confirnmed as a nenber of the Board
of Visitors of the New York State Hone for
Vet erans and Their Dependents at Oxford.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
t he Rochest er- Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Authority, Leslie M GColdstein, of Rochester.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford.

SENATOR STAFFCORD: Pl ease -- nove
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confirmation, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam

President, may | be heard on the confirnation,

pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead,
Senat or .

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, | rise today to oppose

M. Coldstein's renomnation to the Rochester
Transit Authority, G eater Rochester Regi onal
Transit Authority. And | do it with all due
respect to ny coll eagues who are on the

Fi nance Comm ttee and ny col | eagues across the
aisle. But, quite frankly, Madam President, |
feel that one of the prerogatives of nenbers,
that | understand apply and that | |earned the
hard way in nmy prior experience in the Finance
Conmittee when | was a rookie, | |earned
somet hi ng about the way the Finance Comm ttee
dealt with nom nations. And what | was told,
and | believe it was the last tine

M. ol dstein was nom nated, what | was told
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then, when |, at the commttee neeting, asked
why M. Goldstein wasn't appearing, | was told
that the rule of the Finance Conmttee was
that, in order to obtain sonmeone's appearance,
in order for themto be asked questions about
their service on sonething as vitally

i nportant as the Greater Rochester Regi ona
Transit Authority, which has had enornous

fi nanci al probl enms and whi ch has suddenly
seens to have done better in the |last couple
of years, to give ne, as a person who
represents 70 percent of the people who ride
on the buses owned by the Transit Authority,
to give ne an opportunity to stand up and ask
t hem questi ons.

So consistent with that policy, I
requested that M. Col dstein appear before the
Senate Finance Commttee so | could ask him
about the operations of the Transit Authority
and about two other critically inportant
I ssues.

M. Coldstein, who is a
phi |l ant hropi st in Rochester, who | don't have
any personal conplaint with, nonetheless, his

conpany, Mapco, Limted, is a major parking
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| ot operator in the City of Rochester and in
Monroe County. One of the fundanent al
questions that you can ask soneone who
operates a parking lot is what about their
i nterest as an owner and operator of a parking
| ot conmpany, who is al so supposed to provide
public transportation. | think it's a
| egiti mate question that ought to be answered
by a nom nee, to what extent his occupation as
the owner of a parking ot would affect his
ability to serve as a nenber of a transit
authority. There seens to ne to be a
fundamental inconpatibility with soneone who
wants to be on a transit authority and pronote
public transportati on and sonmeone who is
operating a parking |ot.

But there's a second issue that
M. Goldstein needed to be asked questions
about. Two years ago, when M. Col dstein was
appoi nted by this body, over ny objection and
wi t hout his appearance, | had questions which
| raised at that tine about Mapco, Linited,
his conmpany's contributions to political
candidates in this state in excess of the

l[imtation of $5, 000.
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Everybody in this room knows t hat
corporations in this state cannot give in a
single year nore than $5,000 in total
contributions to any particul ar candi date or
to any political party.

The proof at that time was that
M. Goldstein's corporation had gi ven $7500.
| would point out, | believe, alnost all of it
to the public entities that are involved or
the public officials who are involved in the
Greater Rochester Regional Transit Authority.
And, in fact, what |'ve been able to |earn,
al though I woul d have liked to have verified
this fromM. Coldstein, as well, that after
1996, his conpany continued to do the sane
thing, give political canpaign contributions
that violate the law of this State, the | aw
that was passed by this body, the | aw that was
endorsed by the Republican najority in this
house as the reasonabl e ground rul e under
whi ch corporations could participate in public
debate and in public canpaigns. | wanted to
raise that issue. | wanted to ask
M. Goldstein, "Way did you do it in 19967
Way, after you did it in 1996 and you were
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told you couldn't do it, why did you do it
again? Wiy is it that the appearance of
violating the lawin this State, the | aw
passed by this Legislature, suddenly is

di sregarded when an individual is seeking
appoi ntnent to a public authority and

comm ssion to spend public noney?" Very
legitimate question. M. Goldstein may have
very legitimte answers. | didn't get a
chance to do that.

The third issue | wanted to talk
about with M. Coldstein was sonething that
happened within the last two nonths. Two
nont hs, | ess than two nonths ago, there was a
menber, the conmi ssion had an architect, the
Aut hority had an architect on its board. Sure
enough, what happens? One day, the architect,
a man nanmed M. DeWl ff, again, another good
Rochest er person, good man, done a |lot for our
community, but one day he's a nenber of the
Transit Authority, he resigns, and the very
next day he gets a design contract in his role
as an architect for work on behalf of the
Transit Authority. And the Transit Authority

waves its rules and ethics to allow himto
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take that assignment. | would suggest that
that is not only an enornous appearance of a
conflict of interest but it may also violate
the conflict of interest rules and | aws set by
this Legislature, and, | presune, endorsed by
the Republican majority in this house and |
further presune one that's of continuing
i nportance to the nenbers of the Republican
majority in this house.

Al | wanted was an opportunity to
ask those three questions of M. Coldstein.

| f anybody can tell ne why those
aren't legitimate questions about the
i mportance of public nom nations and why they
shoul dn't be the subject of debate in the
Fi nance Commttee so that I, who represent
probably 70 percent of the people who ride
t hese buses, would know how M. Gol dstein
answers those questions, I'd like to know.

| asked the Finance Committee to
hol d that nomi nation. M. Coldstein has a
health problem He couldn't be here today.
And | would sinply suggest to everyone in this
chanmber that, if someone were nonminated to be

a Suprene Court judge and cane before this
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body and had a health problem and he coul dn't
be here, we wouldn't approve his nom nation if
sonmeone, a nenber of the Majority had asked
for themto be there.

| would al so point out, if there
were a comn ssi oner who were appoi nted by the
Governor and we wanted himto appear before
the Finance Conmttee, if he had a health
probl em and a cold that day, the Senate
Fi nance Conmittee woul d do the reasonable
t hi ng under the circunstances, which is to say
he can't appear here today, we know nenbers
have questions, let's do this, let's hold his
nom nation for a period of a week or two until
he recovers his health so he can cone back and
answer these very legitimte questions.

So | appear here -- | rise today to
oppose this nom nation, but, nore inportantly,
to oppose the process. |'ve learned in this
chanber that the rules are inportant. | know
they're inportant. | played by the rules. |
gave the notice. | asked as a prerogative of
a menber, the nenber who is nost affected by
this appointnment, | asked for the opportunity

to put on the public record questions and
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answers to critical issues that may involve
violations of the State Ethics Laws, that my
be in violation of the State Canpai gn Fi nance
Laws, and phil osophi cal questions about the
conpet ence of this individual to serve.

| don't know and won't presune what
M. Coldstein's answers would be, but |'m
darned if | amnot entitled to those answers
inthis forum And |I'm exceptionally
di scouraged and di stressed that this is the
way the rules get bent to prevent inportant
public discussion. It was done in the Finance
Committee. In nmy opinion, it would be
di strustful of the public interest not to
allow M. CGoldstein to recapture his health
and to cone in and answer these questions.

| would actually nove, Madam
President, that the nom nation be |aid aside
until M. CGoldstein appears before the Senate
Fi nance Conmittee.

I"d like that notion voted on now.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Leslie M GColdstein as
a menber of the Rochester-CGenesee Regi ona

Transportation Authority.
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SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, could | nmake a notion that it be
| ai d aside?

THE PRESI DENT: On the notion,
all in favor, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The notion is
def eat ed.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Madam
President, | know we want to stay right by the

book, and there was a notion, and correct ne

if I"'mwong, there was a notion to confirm

so | think we vote on that notion. | think
any other notion is -- we're just going by the
rul es.

THE PRESI DENT: The notion is
def eat ed.

The question is on the confirmation
of Leslie M Gol dstein.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, could | be heard, one other second.

As a nenber of the -

THE PRESI DENT: W have
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resolution that we were voting on.

"Il repeat, the notion -- the
question is on the confirmation of Leslie
M Col dstein as a nenber of the
Rochest er - Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority.

Al in favor, signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Qpposed, nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, may | explain my vote?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger, to explain your vote.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: I was
criticized by a |ot of people in this chanber
when | first cane here six years ago, because
| didn't followthe rules. | can renenber
standi ng over there, being very critical of
peopl e about votes, critical issues. | can
remenber debates with Senator Velella that
were sonmewhat heated. | can renmenber debates
wi th Senator Hannon that were heated. | can

even renenber debates with the Chai rnman of the
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Fi nance Conmittee that were sonmewhat heat ed.
| learned how to play by the rules, Madam
President. | was told those were the rules.
Now |"'mtold that there are a whol e set of
rules, but, wait a second, there's this other
rule that we didn't tell you about the first
time. Just like Animal Farm two | egs are
better than four. Renenber the progression of
the rules in Animal Farnf The rules were nmade
up as they went al ong.

| would just submit that, if
soneone asks nme to act with a little bit nore
decorum than the people in Animal Farm ||
just renenber that the rules kept getting
nodi fied day by day by day. The Majority has
the power to nmake those rules. | appreciate
that power. |[|'mrespectful of that power.
But why those rules get bent tine and tine
agai n makes a person like nme say the hell with
the rul es.

THE PRESI DENT: Leslie M
CGol dstein is hereby confirmed as a nenber of
t he Rochest er- Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: As a nenber of
t he Rochest er- Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority, Thomas C. Tucker, of Batavia.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Thomas C. Tucker as a
menber of the Rochester-Genesee Regi ona
Transportation Authority.

Senat or Rat h.

SENATOR RATH: Has Senat or
Stafford noved the confirmation? I'd like to
speak on it.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move t he

confirmation.

W certainly yield to Senator Rath.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senat or Stafford.

Go ahead, Senator Rath.

SENATOR RATH: Madam Pr esi dent,
I'"d like to rise in support of the
confirmation of Thomas Tucker,
Rochest er - Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority.

I*ve known M. Tucker for a nunber
of years in his capacity as a CGenesee County

Legi slator. Inasnmuch as | represent all of
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Genesee County, | feel his resune speaks for
itself. His experience speaks or itself.
He's well qualified to serve in this capacity.
| ook forward to working with himas a
conmmi ssi oner of that board.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is
on the confirmation of Thomas C. Tucker as a
menber of the Rochester-Genesee Regi ona
Transportation Authority.

Al'l in favor, signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam
President, may | been heard -

THE PRESI DENT: Thomas C. Tucker
is hereby confirnmed as a nmenber of the
Rochest er - Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| yield to Senator Paterson.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat er son.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, point of order. Senator
Dol i nger's expl ai ning his vote.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| amgoing to reluctantly vote
agai nst M. Tucker. | net M. Tucker for the
first tinme in the Senate Fi nance Commi ttee
neeting and | asked hima question in which he
gave ne an answer that he didn't know.

| have here on the top of ny desk
an enornous newspaper article that deals with
the Greater Rochester Regional Transit
Aut hority that was published on February 14th
of this nmonth that describes the conflict of
interest issue that | raised earlier with
respect to M. Goldstein. [|'mdisappointed
that M. Tucker, who seeks to be put on this
board, doesn't know about the conflict of
i nterest question. And, quite frankly, as I
asked M. Tucker, puts ne in a very difficult
position. Either M. Tucker -- and | don't

question M. Tucker's answer. He has a good
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career as a county legislator. | think
Senator Rath properly points it out. Wat

di sappoints ne is that soneone who seeks

appoi ntnent to a board, doesn't follow the
newspaper accounts about what's going on with
that board. I'meven willing to give M.
Tucker the benefit of the doubt that he
doesn't reside in Monroe County and m ght not
have seen the newspaper. But it's just
somewhat i nconceivable to nme that a big public
i ssue of which someone who wants to be on that
authority is unaware.

| would just -- with all due
respect, I'mgoing to vote in the negative,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | nade ny pitch earlier for
what the rules nean and | still don't quite
under stand t hem

THE PRESI DENT: Thomas C. Tucker
is confirmed as a nenber of the
Rochest er - Genesee Regi onal Transportation
Aut hority.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Al so, Senat or

Stafford reports:
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Senate Prints Nunber 39, by Senator
Vol ker, an act anmend the Executive Law

1781, by Senator Farley, an act to
amend the Executive Law,

2012, by Senator Spano, an act to
amend the State Finance Law;

2271, by Senator Skelos, an act to
amend the Executive Law.

Al bills directly for third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, all bills directed to third
r eadi ng.

Senator Velella.

SENATOR VELELLA: Madam
President, can we go to the controversia
cal endar, starting at 141.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
will read, beginning at 141.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
141, by Senator Libous, Senate Print 2091, an
act to anmend the Mental Hygiene Law, in
relation to disqualification

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,

pl ease.
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THE PRESI DENT: An expl anati on
has been called for, Senator Libous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Madam Pr esi dent,
who's asked for the explanation?

Who has asked for the explanation?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson
asked for the explanation.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you, Madam
President. And | was hoping it was Senator

Pat er son because we do have di al ogue each year

on this very, very inportant bill. And,
Senator, |I'mgoing to convince you this year
to vote for the bill. 1'mgoing to do ny
best .

But the bill, basically, what it

does, Madam President, it allows a physician
on the staff of a private hospital to admt a
mentally ill person to that hospital. And

we' ve nade sone changes in this bill than in
previ ous years, where we actually put in a
sunset of three years because it's sonething
that the Assenbly said that they would like to
see inthe bill, it would be nore palatable to
them and they felt they would be able to pass

it in their house. And along with that would
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be a report by the Ofice of Mental Health
that would be required within two years to
hel p determ ne how effective this nmeasure has

been.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Madam President. And | amvery grateful to
the Senator for making the changes. And,
actual ly, in our discussions, what | have
poi nted out is that, having somewhat, in a
previ ous career, worked a little bit with the
hospi tal s and understand the problemthat the
hospitals are trying to address, which is
often that in these situations there really
aren't enough doctors to be in position to
actually facilitate signing the two physician
certificates. And | understand why that this
is the case.

What | think, in spite of the
sunset, and would Iike to have sonme coment
fromthe Senator, is that it still doesn't
really clear up just the appearance. And I
enphasi ze appearance, because | don't think
they really is an intentional conflict of

interest. But if you do have a doctor that's
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on the board of a hospital and they are
admtting patients, there, certainly, at sone
point in the future, the conflict could be
rai sed as an issue of the doctor helping to
create further work for the hospital

And so, the sunset is actually a
very good idea, but | don't know and I w sh
t he Senator woul d comment on whether or not it
actual |y addresses the conflict.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

The issue that addresses the
conflict stenms to a couple of things that are
on the books already. Keep in mnd that we
have a nunber of agencies that have oversi ght
such as the State Mental Hygi ene Lega
Services Group that has oversight, it |ooks at
t hese type of issues, we have the State
Commi ssion on Quality Care and we al so have in
our hospitals, as | know everyone is aware,
Madam Presi dent, the Patient's Bill of Rights.
This woul d ensure that if a physician, who is
wor ki ng at that particular hospital, is trying

to fill beds, beds that are unneeded, | think

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




912

that the hospital would cone under a
tremendous scrutiny through any one of these
vehi cl es or even through the State Health
Depart nent .

| understand the Senator's concern
about why he feels there could be an issue of
conflict of interest, but | think what we're
trying to acconplish here is opportunity for
i nvoluntary commtnent so that we can hel p
t hose people who have nental illness, we can
hel p them get the hel p that they need.

So, Senator, | hope that those
agenci es that are on the books that have done
oversight, along with the Patient's Bill of
Rights, is as much oversight that | think is
needed in this case. And while | respect your
concern, | also would hope that you would
consi der the concern for the patient.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Madam President. On the bill

This is, this is a very difficult
question, and I'mgoing to continue to talk to
Senat or Li bous, not only in your presence but

off the floor, because | understand what he's
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sayi ng about the patient and if you don't have
a doctor that's available at the tine that the
commtnent really is needed, that becones an
extrenely serious issue and it's really a
matter of trying to bal ance the val ues.

I"mgoing to vote against the bill.
| note that the Mental Health Association of
New York for the sane reasons opposes the
bill. But sonehow, with Senator Libous's
persi stence and ny continuing willingness to
exchange in the novenent of ideas and
opi nions, | know that we're going to get this
wor ked out, nmaybe even by the end of this
session. So we beg your indul gence, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Li bous.

SENATOR LI BOUS: Madam Pr esi dent,
" m di sappointed that | could not convince
Senat or Paterson to see it ny way.

And, Senator, |'m hoping that, that
what we can do is get the Assenbly to pass
this and send this to the Governor so you
won't have to deal with it again.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

secti on.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 4, this
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 141 are
Senat ors Duane, Montgonery, Paterson
Schnei der man, Seabr ook and Wal don.

Ayes 47. Nays 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
150, by Senator Stafford, Senate Print 1509,
an act to anmend the Labor Law, in relation to
| i censes to possess and use expl osi ves.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford,
an expl anation has been called for.

SENATOR STAFFORD: W passed this
bill -- thank you -- we passed this bill |ast
year, | believe it was 57 to 1. And | would
point out that with this bill there are still
saf equards, there are still rules and
regul ations, there is still are |laws that have

to be followed and followed very carefully.
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This is a step to try to be nore reasonabl e
W t h busi ness.

There'd be a three-year license
rather than a two -- one-year license. And we
woul d suggest that the bill does make sense.
In this State, when we're trying to be
reasonabl e, we shouldn't do anything that wll
not be in the public interest or, or safe for
our people. | would suggest this is. It's a
good bill and that's why I think it passed
| ast year 57 to 1, and |I'd hope it would pass

this year unani nously.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes. Madam
President, | would just -- | understand

Senator Stafford's desire that it pass this
year unani nously, and | know | was the only
one that voted against it. And | know that
the issues that | raised were in relationship
to the fact that we -- the bill, it seens to
me, relaxes our, our licensing and thereby our
ability to nore closely nonitor the purchase

and sale of explosives at a tine when it seens
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to me we need to be strengthening it rather
than relaxing it. There have been a nunber of
very, very serious incidents where peopl e have
used expl osives just indiscrimnately and
people -- | fear, even still, opening ny nai
because of the possibility of some devious
person sendi ng an expl osive through the nai
and so forth and so on.

So |I'd raise that. | still have
that concern. | wll still vote no and hope
that passing this legislation won't, in fact,
| ead to us losing nore capacity to nonitor

this kind of business.

| vote no.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford.
SENATOR STAFFORD: | certainly

respect the Senator and we've discussed it.

| would want to put on the record
and enphasi ze, this does not reduce the
safeguards or it does not reduce or |essen the
control because it's people who are |awfully
using it in business. And we woul d suggest
that doing it every three years, to cut down
on costs, is not really relaxing anything

because you are checking on these people.
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Now, when it is used illegally,
Senat or Montgonery and | are right on the sane
wavel ength. But | think it is a good bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise just to support that the
Chai rman of the Senate Finance Committee. |
under st and Senat or Mont gonery's concern but,
under this bill, this effects the obligation
to renew the |license. The actual purchase of
certain types of explosives is stil
controlled. The actual purchase, there has to
be filings, there has to be disclosure at the
time of purchase. It's just sinply the
| i cense, once the purchase has been made, to
possess them|lawfully and to use them

And Senator Stafford' s correct that
this bill will also -- it sinply says that
i nstead of renewing it every single year,
they'd do it every three years.

It's actually one that came about,
| think, through a common constituent of the

two of ours that we've worked together on.
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And | appreciate the Plattsburgh, Rochester
access of the bill. So -

But any expl osi ve purchase that is
now required to be disclosed, would still be
required to be disclosed at the tinme of
purchase. This sinply says that the person
who buys it, who has a license to use it for
m ning or excavation doesn't have to renew
their license every single year, except every
t hree years.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you.

Wul d the sponsor yield to a
question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford,

woul d you yield in a question?

SENATOR STAFFORD: By all neans.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane, go
ahead.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you.

Under, under this legislation, if
t he person who holds the license noves or if
the principals of the conpany changes, if
they' re new people, do you have to report that

to the licensing agency?
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SENATOR STAFFORD: Good questi on.
| would say, as far as noving within New York
State, you would not. On any license of this
type if the principals change, or any of the
deci si on- maki ng changes, as far as ownership,
as you asked, that obviously has -- the
license is no | onger valid.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| am concerned because of recent,
very tragic things that have happened around
the nation that we in any way would be able to
| ose the, you know, know ng where peopl e who
have access to explosives are at any given
time. If it were that you had to -- if there
were any changes within that three-year
period, if you had to report whether your
conpany noved or if the principals noved to
anot her | ocation, even within New York State,
| woul d be nore confident about it. But I
still have, because of terrible things that
have happened, uneasi ness about that.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Move the bill,

pl ease.
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THE PRESI DENT: Read the | ast -

Senat or St afford.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | usually
don't debate enough.

The problens you are raising, if
they were a -- are problens, would be very

serious, but it isn't. See, it doesn't

change.

Move the bill, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this

act shall take effect on the 1lst today of
Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 52. Nays 2.

Senat ors Duane and Mont gonery
recorded in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
168, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 966, an
act to amend the Penal Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




921

secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4, this
act shall take effect on the 1lst day of
Novenber .

SENATOR SM TH: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os,
an expl anation has been called for.

SENATOR VELELLA: Can we put that
over to tonmorrow s cal endar?

THE PRESI DENT: Par don ne,
Senat or ?

SENATOR VELELLA: Can we put that
over to tonmorrow s cal endar?

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid

asi de for the day.

SENATOR VELELLA: W'l | debate
that bill tonorrow
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

221, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 139, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this
act shall take effect on the 60th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane, do
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you wi sh to be recogni zed?

SENATOR DUANE: Yes. Thank you,
Madam President. | was wondering if the
sponsor woul d take a question or two.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR NQzZZCOLI O Madam
Presi dent, thank you.

The nmeasure before us anends the
Vehicle and Traffic Lawin relation to reports
of notor vehicle accidents during the
i nvol venent of correction officers while they
are on duty.

The purpose of the bill is to grant
those on-duty correction officers with the
same types of privacy protections afforded to
police officers and firenen in this State.
When they are on duty and have an acci dent,
those officers have a privacy protection in
that they do not have to file an acci dent
report, that that exenption, from personally
reporting the accident, the accident needs to
be certainly dealt with by the individua
departnment in question. But, but the report

does not list the driver personally;
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therefore, this exenption protects his
privacy.

The reason for that, I think, is
obvi ous, but for those who do not know how
stressful it can be wal king up and down a cel
bl ock and having the inmates yell to you, "I
know where you live," is sonething that none
of us in this chanber, | believe, would want
to put forth on a good servant of the people
of this State.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Q her than transporting prisoners,
what are the other occasions when a correction
of ficer would be driving while on duty?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O You j ust
menti oned -- Madam President, Senator Duane
just nentioned, certainly, the nmgjor vast,
vast majority of effort that transport entails
is taking prisoners fromone prison to health
services, froma prison noving themto anot her
prison in this State. So the vast, vast
majority, 99 percent of the time, correction

officers are traveling, that is in the
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transport of prisoners. There are occasions
when itens need to be picked up, courier
entity needs to be taken fromone prison to
another. But that is a very, very rare
circunstance. Vast nmjority of cases,

virtually all cases are those in transporting

pri soners.
SENATOR DUANE: Madam Pr esi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.
SENATOR DUANE: Wul d the sponsor

yield to anot her question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes, Madam

Presi dent, continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: | understand why
the bill would include this during prisoner
transport, but I don't -- it doesn't seemto

me that if you are transporting files or, |
don't know, other things fromone prison to
anot her, why it raises the sane |evel of

concern that the Senator nentioned. | also

don't think that, you know, while driving
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within speed limts, when transporting itens,
is not an energency situation, there wouldn't
be any need for high speed transportation, and
so I'mwondering why it is that the bil

wasn't crafted so that it just narrowmy was
for, for instance, the transport of prisoners
when it is possible that | suppose a prisoner
coul d overhear an address or sonething like

t hat .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NOzZzOLI G Madam
President, let ne try to explain.

The purpose of this legislation is
not just to protect the officer while he's
transporting prisoners, I'd also would say it
woul d apply to an officer who nay get in a
vehi cl e acci dent when there are no prisoners
in his vehicle, on his way back to the hone
prison after transporting prisoners. There's
not a guarantee that once prisoners are
transported formprison Ato prison B, that
pri soners necessarily would be transported
back fromprison Bto prison AL So that there
will be many tines when the officer will be

driving with an enpty vehicle after he has
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made his, his appropriate assignnments in
transporting prisoners to a particul ar
| ocati on.

It's not the question, Madam
President, of prisoners overhearing an officer
descri be his personal home, place of honme to
the officer in charge of, responsible of
reviewi ng the accident; rather, it is a
prisoner filing a Freedom of Information Act
request on the locality which would present
that prisoner with the entire report of an
acci dent, which in many, nmany cases, | would
say, probably virtually all cases, but
certainly the vast majority of cases an
acci dent which would occur not at the fault of
a correction officer. 1t's the Freedom of
Informati on Act request that we're concerned
with, that the prisoner would take that
report, find the honme address of the officer
driving the vehicle and, in effect, engage in
the typical harassnment and somewhat unnerving
harassnment which could occur as a result of
havi ng that information.

It's not, it's not a dealing with

over hearing prisoners. It's a correction
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of ficer acting within the scope of his
responsi bility, on official business, who
happens to get in a vehicul ar accident that,
to protect that officer fromthe taunts, the
harassnment of prisoners in the correctiona

system from having that officer's hone

addr ess.

SENATOR DUANE: Madam Pr esi dent,
one -- if I may ask one final question?

THE PRESI DENT: Do you conti nue

to yield Senator Nozzolio?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead,
Senat or .

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you.

| would be nore conpelled if it
were nore narrowy drafted, this |egislation.
But just as -

One final question. Does this bil
only include if the correctional officer is
driving an official vehicle or is it also if
they are using their own vehicle?

The bill may be silent on that

point. | understand. But it's of concern to
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me as well that it's, it's not -- it doesn't
say whether it's only if you're in an official
vehi cl e or whether you're in your own, and
under what circunstances you're on officia
busi ness in your own, etcetera.

| don't -- | mean, not to bel abor
it, because |I'mintending on voting agai nst
it, so we don't need the answer now, but | was
just -- it's of concern.

SENATOR NOzZzOLI G I'd be glad to
respond to the question. That the neasure is
exenpting or nodifying existing law. And in
exi sting | aw does provide the issue of
departnment vehicles while on duty, which

tenptates (sic) official business.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this

act shall take effect on the 60th day.
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 55. Nays 1.

Senat or Duane recorded in the
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negati ve.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
107, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 637, an
act to amend the Correction Law and the Public
Heal th Law.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Lay it aside
for the day.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de for the day.

Senator Valell a.

SENATOR VELELLA: Madam
President, at this time would you recogni ze
Senat or Pat erson, who has an announcenent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
Presi dent, the announcenent |'m going to nake
i nvol ves a conference that's being held by the
Mnority. [It's going to be immediate. It's
going to be in Room 314. That's three one
four, which is the mathematic derivation of
pi, by the way. The neeting will be held
pronptly, inmediately and w thout del ay.

THE PRESI DENT: kay. Senat or
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Vel el | a.

SENATOR VELELLA: Lunch will be
served in Room 314. And the Senate will stand
in recess -- the Senate will stand at ease

pendi ng the M nority conference.

THE PRESI DENT: Al right. Thank
you for that clarification, gentlenen.

There will be an imediate Mnority
conference in Room 314.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, at 11:55 a.m, the
Senate stood at ease.)

(Wher eupon, at 12:46, the Senate
resuned. )

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room And the Senate
will stand at ease pending the report of the
Rul es Conmittee.

THE PRESI DENT: There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in

the Majority Conference Room and the Senate
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w |l stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, at 12:46, the Senate
stood at ease.)

(Wher eupon, at 1:00 p.m, the
Senate resuned.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator will cone
to order.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There will be an
i medi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Senate

Finance Commttee in the Majority Conference

Room

SENATOR SKELGCS: Thank you. And
we'l|l stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT M GEE: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, at 1:00, the Senate
stood at ease.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
come to order once again.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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if we could return to reports of standing
commttees. | believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk. | ask that it be
read.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

We'll return to the reports of the
commttees, specifically the Rules Committee.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
following bill directly for third reading:

Senate Print 3580, by Senator
Padavan, an act to repeal Section 5 of Chapter
149 of the Laws of 1998.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| nove to accept the report of the Rules
Commi ttee.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of
accepting the report of the Rules Conmittee,
pl ease say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The report is
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accept ed.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could take up Cal endar Nunber 290,
Senat e 3580.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
290, by Senator Padavan, Senate Print 3580, an
act to repeal Section 5 of Chapter 149 of the
Laws of 1998.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Expl anati on.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
t he nessage.

THE PRESI DENT: Al in favor of

noving to accept the nmessage of necessity,
signi fy by saying aye.
(Response. of "Aye.")
THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.
(No response.)
THE PRESI DENT: The nessage is

accept ed.
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Read the | ast section.

SENATOR STACHOWEKI : Expl anati on,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: An expl anati on
has been requested, Senator.

Senat or, Senator Padavan.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Very briefly,
Madam Presi dent. As everyone here, |'msure,
recalls last year, we reforned the nethod, the
nmet hodol ogy by which what el ect comunity
school board nenbers in the Gty of New York
by elimnating a rather archaic paper ball ot,
proportional nethodol ogy and replacing it with
one where we use the voting machines in a
direct, nore direct approach. That bil
passed unani nmously in both houses, was w dely
supported and viewed as a way to involve nore
peopl e in school board el ections and inprove
the system

Unfortunately, earlier this year,
the Justice Departnment chose to evaluate or to
review that new law. The Justice Depart nent
has jurisdiction under the Voting Ri ghts Act
over three of our counties, three boroughs;

Manhattan, Bronx and Brooklyn. And the
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adm ni strative decision by that Departnent,

t hat agency, was that the new systemthat we
were about to inplenent was contrary to the
best interests of certain mnorities. That
deci sion is bei ng appeal ed by the Corporation
Counsel and a new application, a new refiling
is being nade with the Justice Depart nent
simul taneously. W're very hopeful that we
will succeed in that initiative, supported by
t he Board of Education, the Chancellor and
many, many ot hers.

Now, what does this bill do? It
does several things. First, in order to
provide uniformty, we can't really, | think,
with all prudence, have part of the Gty using
one system and anot her part of the Gty using
another. And so this bill says we go back
prior to | ast year's enactnent to the old
paper ballot, proportional nethod of electing
school board nenbers. However, if we get a
favorabl e deci sion by April 5th, then that
part of this bill before us destructs. W're
now on the new, the new method.

W al so indicate that, because of

this delay and this occurrence, that the
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school board election will be del ayed from May
4th, the first Tuesday in May, to the third
Tuesday, which is May 25th.

We al so open up the wi ndow for
filings by candidates. There will be four
consecutive days for new people to file for
these elections the tenth day after this bil
woul d becone | aw, which would be nean after
t he Governor signs it.

An unfortunate circunstance but |
think we are dealing with it, agreenent in
bot h houses, in the nost efficient way we can

and the nost practical way that we can.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Madam

Presi dent, recogni ze Senat or Seabrook.

THE PRESI DENT: | certainly will.
Senator Sefert. Seabrook. Excuse ne,
Senat or .

SENATOR SEABROCK: Not a problem
Madam Pr esi dent .

WIIl the sponsor yield to a couple

of questions?
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SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes, |'d be
happy to.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Senat or
Padavan, the bill that was passed to talk

about reformng this old archaic system what

was wong with that systenf

SENATOR PADAVAN: vell -

SENATOR SEABROCK: As to why we
brought about this bill, to change it, not,
not the bill, but -

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes. |

under st and what you're aski ng.

| think you voted for it.

SENATOR SEABROCK: That's right.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Ckay.

What was wrong about the old system
i's, nunber one, people were discouraged. You
went in there and you got a paper ballot and
your votes for Candidate 1 might shift down to
Candi date 6, and is rather, as | referred to
it, convol uted, proportional, cascading voting
system And it did not allow for voting on a
machi ne because, obviously, there's no way in
the world you could do that on a voting

machine. And | think it discouraged people
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fromparticipating both as candi dates and as
voters.

So the new systemsaid, in effect,
ni ne people running, the top or the top nine
peopl e who run are el ected. Just the way we
are elected. And that was, in essence, the
i nprovenent that we had adopted in | aw | ast
year.

SENATOR SEABROCK: WIl the

Senator yield to another question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes. |I'm
sorry.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Senat or

Padavan, what is the time period in which
these votes are actually calculated, cone to a
concl usi ve -

SENATOR PADAVAN: The paper
bal | ot -

SENATOR SEABROCK: The paper
bal | ot system

SENATOR PADAVAN: Weeks. It took
weeks for this counting of these paper

bal | ot s.
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SENATOR SEABROCK: And, perhaps
you're famliar with a couple of cases in the
City, the last election there were people who
| think had sonme problenms with stuffing ball ot
boxes and putting nanes in, a couple of
districts, one in the Bronx and pl aces -

SENATOR PADAVAN: | did read
about it.

SENATOR SEABROCK: -- that, with
this old system and thank God we was | ooki ng

for a new system -

SENATOR PADAVAN: Correct.

SENATOR SEABROCK: -- to cone in
pl ace.

W1l you yield to anot her question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Senat or, where

else in the State of New York do they have a
paper ballot voting for school board
el ections?

SENATOR PADAVAN: | don't know of
any. There may be sone, but I'mnot famliar

with them
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SENATOR SEABROCK: On the bill

Thank you, Senator.

On the bill.

SENATOR PADAVAN: They' re not
el ected in that proportional system

SENATOR SEABROCK: So this system
is basically a New York City -

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yeah, it was a
New York City (laughter), a New York City
speci al .

SENATOR SEABROCK: New York City
speci al .

On the bill, because we're going

back to the New York City speci al

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, on the
bill. Go ahead.
SENATOR SEABROCK: On the bill

The concern that | have about this
bill is because we all felt that there needed
to be a sense of reformw th this whole schoo
board, school board el ections and the process
of how we el ect people to school boards. And
it was with a unani nous vote, | think it was,
that we all agreed that this system should be

changed, it was old, outdated, nmade no sense
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and created a | ot of problens in our
communities and a | ot of corruption that was
actually involved in this. And everybody said
thank God that the |egislative body nade a
decision to tal k about a change, a reform
system And everybody -- it was a package.
And Senat or Padavan got up and spoke el oquent
about it and all these changes that would
actual ly take place.

Now we have a bill that says guess
what, we got to go back to that same old
system the New York special, which says that
you Wi || probably have people stuffing ball ot
boxes again, we will have people voting on an
el ection day and they will find out if they
are the winners, if they vote in May, they'l
find out in June if they actually won, and
then there will be some sense of -- there
m ght be sone contesting about did they
actually win, howit was done.

Then you al so have peopl e who had
the idea that they was now going to be able to
vote directly for their candidate to the
school board, that now ny vote was going to be

for that particular candidate. Now these
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people -- we're going to go back to the
community and say guess what, you can't vote
for the person that you really wanted to vote
for now because you're going to be voting for
one person that might get a | ot of votes that
will elect other people that you really didn't
want to get elected to the school board. So
you're actually really disenfranchising that
i ndi vidual who really had a sense that | am
going to vote for sonmeone who is fighting for
nmy children in the district in which I live.
Now we have anot her situation with
this proportional representation. W've never
redrawn school district lines since the first
time we drew school districts. Conmmunities
have changed, districts have changed. And now
we're still under the sane old system the New
York special, that we're actually going to
again allow certain communities to, who
actually m ght have a small anobunt of rea
hard voting fol ks consistently, we have a
| arge popul ation of immgrants, although, in
school board elections, if they have children
in the district, they can actually be

certified as parent voters. Mst of themare
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afraid to do that because there's a whole
process and nost schools don't want themto
partici pate and vote. So you will now have
peopl e who don't have children in the schoo
district again being eligible to control the
whol e entire school district. So we're
actual Iy going backwards on this fast New York
special. And | think it's a disservice
because we appl auded the change that woul d
actual ly take place with this whol e schoo
board reform this omibus reformthat we're
going to tal k about changing. And we heard
sonme el oquent speakers about the historica
dynam cs of it; Senator Marchi tal ked about
how it, all this cane about. And | |istened
to that debate. And Seynour Lachman. All of
the things that we would really tal k about the
need to change that old archaic system
Nowhere else in this state do people vote on
paper ballots. | nean, it m ght have happened
in the "30s and '40s. |'mnot sure. | wasn't

bor n. But it seens to ne it's tine for sone

sense of change. | mean, we're tal ki ng about
Y2K and we're still using paper ballots in
school board el ections that people wll nake
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deci si ons.

The danger of this is that people
wanted the right to el ect Tom Duane to be
their Senator, and they voted for Tom Duane
and they voted for Hevesi because wanted them
to represent them Now with school boards,
they m ght vote for M. Schnei derman and he
m ght have a slate that four people that
nobody |i kes, they get elected, for one guy's
popularity. And it can happen.

Until we decide to really talk
about it -- now, | nean, if we really wanted
to do sonething about this proportion
representation, then you tie it into redraw ng
school district Iines. Then, perhaps, you
m ght get people a fair shot at proportion
representation. But you can't have this whol e
proportion representation, this paper ballots
and all these things and you haven't redrawn
these |lines since 1969 or '70. So it mmkes,
you know -- | mean, | don't understand it,
because we have to redraw | ines and we're
goi ng to be doing that soon again.

So I"'msaying, on this bill, it is

a real contradiction, if we vote it
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overwhel mngly, to say that it was a bad
system and everybody tal ked bad about it, but
we need to read that transcript of what
everybody said about that bill. Al of us

tal ked real bad about that bill and said how
horrible it was. W got up on the floor and
tal ked about it was bad, and now we're going
to vote for the sanme bill. So, obviously,
it's sonething wong. W need to call a tine
out on this, go back to the drawi ng board and
t hi nk of sonething el se, because now Justice
is going to | ook at us because all of what we
did went to the Justice Departnent. And we
said the reason why it has to be passed -
because they called our office for clearance
of all of this and said, "Wll, what's your
opi ni on about this and what do you think about
this?" They called our office because we were
covered counties. And we said that this is a
great idea that the change is going to be
made, thank God for that. [|I'min support of
that. And now the Justice Departnent is going
to call us again and say, "Wt a second. You
just voted for that bill before and you said

this was bad.”" And they read transcripts,
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too. So |I'mconfused as to how we're going to
now tell Justice -

Per haps, if the sponsor would yield
to a question.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, will you
yield to a question?

SENATOR PADAVAN: [f 1 may,
Senator, before | yield to your question, tel
you that | agree with 99 and ni ne-tenths
percent of everything you said. As a sponsor
of the bill that you |lauded fromlast year and
all the reasons you gave, you' re absolutely
correct.

If there's any contradiction, and
their is, in what we're doing here today, any
fallacy in the logic of what we' ve been
confronted with, it rests at the feet of the
Justice Departnent; specifically, a man by the
nane of Lee, who, ironically, wote a
decision -- if you've read it or not had an
opportunity -- the nost convol uted piece of
dictumthat |'ve ever read. And, ironically,
he tal ks primarily about Asian-Americans, nost
of whom are in Queens, who are not covered by

hi s deci sion. Shows you how absurd the whole
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thing is.

W are forced to do this today, not
because we want to, but because of that
decision in the Justice Departnent at the
federal level in an adm nistration by a
i ndi vi dual who doesn't belong there, nmany have
sai d.

However, | draw your attention to
one part of this bill that you nay have not
heard me correctly or not heard nme speak to.

If we win the case by April 5th, we don't go
back in time, we continue forward as we had
planned to. If we win the case after Apri

5th, then this proportional voting wll
evaporate in the year 2000. So we have

all oned ourselves in this bill before us every
opportunity to continue as we had planned to
with regard to the el ections.

Unfortunately, however, if we fail
both in the new application before the Justice
Departnent or in the Federal Court, where we
are as of this nmonment, then, obviously, we
cannot have a divided city, one part of it
voti ng one way and another part of it going,

voting another way. And we will to have do
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what you said, try and conme up with something
different that will satisfy these people down
there, if it is at all possible.

But this is the best way to go in
the short term It gives us all the options
we coul d possibly seek to attain at this
nmonment in tinme.

Now I'Il be glad to yield to your
questi on.

SENATOR SEABROCK: WIl the

sponsor yield to a question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Padavan,
will you yield?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Now, Senat or

Padavan, M. Lee, and | read of his concerns,
and it |ooks as if he focused on the Asian
community as it relates to the new system
Are you aware that the NAACP and
ot her groups were opposed to this systemthat
we are voting for now?
SENATOR PADAVAN: Ri ght.

Absol utely, and with good cause for the

reasons you articulated, which I won't repeat.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Right. So
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there will be another |awsuit and anot her
question -

SENATOR PADAVAN: Vel |, Senator,
that's always a possibility, if that is a
question that you're raising. However, keep
in mnd what we've said here. April 5th is
only a matter of weeks away. Hopefully, if we
could all, you know, cross our fingers, we'l
prevail at the federal, in the Federal Courts
and the application before the Attorney
General, in which case then that possibility
becones noot. But we cannot stop people from
taki ng actions that they think are
appropriate. And if NAACP or anyone el se were
to step forward and say that old system
di senfranchi sed nmany of us, | would say,
"You're absolutely right. That's why we
changed it."

The fault is not here, Senator. It
is not with anything we have done or about to
do. It is elsewhere. And what we can do is
defend ourselves in the interimuntil we sort
this out at the judicial |evel.

SENATOR SEABROCK: WIl the

sponsor yield to another question?
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THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
continue to yield? Senator Padavan?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Now, Senat or
Padavan, the real issue that M. Lee raised
was al so a question that it was not the
one- person, one-vote situation and that here
you had that there would be a sense of

di senfranchi sement.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Very strongly.
SENATOR SEABROCK: No, |'m saying

that's the i ssue that he rai sed.

SENATOR PADAVAN: You vote for
four people and the top nine win. | nean,
that's -- you can't be any nore direct than
t hat .

SENATOR SEABROCK: But the issue,

again, in ternms of himraising in that which
was brought about was a sense of a community
that had not partici pated and not been
i nvol ved, so they raised that issue.

My concern is that the people who
had been raising i ssues about proportion
representation, now you wake them up again

with an sense of going back to the Justice
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Depart nent .

SENATOR PADAVAN: You will have
to explain to them as |I've been trying to do
here as best | could, that we were forced to
do this, we're hopeful that we will prevai
and that it will not becone effective in the
period of tinme that I've tried to explain and
outline for you and we will pursue the matter
in every venue, in every way we can. And
because we all agree, there is no
di sagreenent, in this house or the other, no
di sagreenent with the Board of Education, no
di sagreenent with the Chancellor, the entire
est abl i shnent .

And you pointed out, we were al
asked to comment, and everyone | know said
just what you said, this is a major
i nprovenent, and they ignored us, they ignored
us. | don't understand those people down
there, but we have to deal with what they have
br ought upon us.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Thank you,
Senat or .

On the bill. Just on the -- | have

to say that it would really be a disservice
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for us, and | understand the predi cament that
we m ght assune that we are in; however, |
think that there can be sone sense of a little
nore creativity than for us to go back and
resurrect the dead. And | think that what has
to be done is that we have to begin to | ook
that there are other ways of dealing with
this.

| amcertain that if there are no
problens in other parts of the State, then
per haps we need to take what they're doing in
other parts of the State. They seemto be
functioning pretty well in Buffalo. They seem
to be functioning pretty well in Syracuse.
They seemto be functioning in Wstchester.
They seemto be functioning in Al bany. So
per haps we need to just take a | ook around.

SENATOR PADAVAN: WIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

Are you aware -

Senat or, woul d you vyiel d?

SENATOR SEABROCK: Yeah.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead,
Senat or .

SENATOR PADAVAN: Are you aware
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that only in the City of New York, in those
three counties, are we in this entire State
subject to civil rights review on these

el ections? So -

SENATOR SEABROOK: "' m awar e of
it, and even rightfully so -

SENATOR PADAVAN: So, even
t hough, even though many other parts of the
State are doing things that we coul d enul at e,
it's not applicable because they are not
subject to the review we are in three
counti es.

SENATOR SEABROCK: Vell, |I'mnot
going to throw out the reviewwth all of
this, because | think it's necessary and
essential to have this revi ew because there
was sone injustices that took place in those
counties and continue to take place. So we
can't just throw that out either.

But, I'"malso certain that perhaps
we can learn a little bit about what takes
pl ace in Al bany and various surroundi ng
counties and that we can inplenent that in the
City of New York. Even if we had to inplenent

it in those other areas and all ow where they
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be covered counties to have that type of
voting to actually take place.

So | would hope that we woul d not
vote for this, which forces us to really do
sonmet hing creative by just deciding to do what
ot her parts of state do and send that to
Justice and then | et Justice nmake that
particul ar decision. That's not a hard job.
They' ve been running elections all over this
State for school boards and they haven't had
these particular problens. So we need to just
do that. That's the nost sinplest, creative
way of doing this. And perhaps the Justice
Depart nent woul d | ook favorabl e upon us.

So | would hope that ny coll eagues
woul d not vote for this, which would force us
just to take a little | ook around the corner
at places |like Al bany, places |ike Buffalo,
pl aces |i ke Rochester, Syracuse and those
ot her pl aces.

Thank you very nuch

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Smith.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, Madam
President. On the bill.

As a person who has personally

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




955

wi tnessed this archaic system of school board
voting, and 49 percent of ny district is not
covered under the Voting Rights Act, | have a
great concern.

| voted for the new bill last year,
even though | realized later that with the
voting on the machi ne any one section of a
community could control at |east five to seven
votes, if they turned out. And that's done
mat hematically. It's still a great
i nprovenent over a systemthat takes sonetines
a nmonth to count votes, where people were
el ected |l ast year and later -- well, not
last -- in the last election, and later
renoved because they didn't even have enough
signatures to be on the ballot to run, in a
syst em where peopl e stuffed ball ots;
therefore, we don't know in those districts
who were actually eligible to be, to sit on
t he school board. And in districts where
peopl e won with | ess than a hundred votes and
where you have a turnout of |ess than 200
people in a district where there are 20 and 30
schools. It's unconscionable to think that we

woul d return to that system
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In previous years, we have extended
the period of the school board's term W
have allowed themto stay for a |onger period.
That coul d have been done while we researched
ot her possibilities.

There are other actions that we
coul d have taken if we had jointly cone
together to ook into howit could be done,
and | do not see how we can possibly vote to
return to a systemthat has destroyed our

conmuni ti es.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wal don.
SENATOR WAL DON: Thank you, Madam
President. My colleagues, |I'Il be brief.

| am baffled and confused by the
fact that we're going back to sonething that
didn't work in the past and, if history is
true in ternms of its predictions, won't work
in the future

My reasons for that bafflenent and
confusion has to do with the fact that people
who are in the mnority, in the districts |
represent, and there are three schoo
districts in the area | amnost fortunate to

represent, control the school board all too
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often, control the power, are not even parents
of students in the schools. It is confusing
to ne that there's a need to maintain contro
of the schools and the children. What is the
reason? Maybe it's noney. Maybe it is power.
Maybe it is the reluctance to turn over the
community to the people who are now in the
majority. \Watever the reason, | cannot see a
need to go back to what didn't work in the
past .

And so |'m confused not only by
what we are going to review here today and
vot e upon, but by Justice, those high and
m ghty peopl e down i n Washi ngton, who seem on
certain issues and at certain tines, have
great intellect, how could they been so
st upi d.

So, ny coll eagues, | encourage you
today to look at this and say, nah, this ain't
the way to go. Let's vote it down today and
maybe we can conjure up sonething, you know
bl ue snoke and mrrors, alittle three-card
Monte or maybe sone real thoughtful processes
going into our deliberations and come up with

something that will work.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




958

This will not work for the people
in 29, 27, 28. This will not work for
Afri can- Ameri can peopl e and Cari bbean- Aneri can
people, Latinos. | wll vote in the no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent and ny
col | eagues.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you very
much.

Wul d the sponsor yield to a
question, please?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Padavan,
woul d you yiel d?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you.

The | egislation nmakes it so that
the Board of Elections is able to set the date
for the school board elections; is that
correct?

SENATOR PADAVAN: No, the date is
set inthe bill, May 25th. Previously, it
woul d have been May 4th. W've extended it
fromthe first Tuesday to the third Tuesday.

SENATOR DUANE: I f the sponsor

woul d continue to yield for a further

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




959

clarification?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Padavan,
do you continue to yield?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Padavan,

do you yield?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes, | wll
yi el d.

SENATOR DUANE: ' munder the
i npression, |'Il take another | ook again,

t hought that the |egislation, and naybe not
for this election, although, it seens to ne
that the Board has the power to set it back to
May 4t h.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Fut ure
el ections. Future, not now. The current, the
el ection comng, in May, because of all of
t hese problens, will be delayed fromthe first
Tuesday, which is current law, to the third
Tuesday, for that election only.

SENATOR DUANE: However, Madam
Chair, if I may continue along this |ine of
guesti oni ng?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or

Padavan -
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SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Do you conti nue
to yield?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Yes. yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead.

SENATOR DUANE: But |ater on,

shoul d there be another school board el ection
date set, the setting of that date is left to,
in the hands of the Board of Elections; is it
not ?

SENATOR PADAVAN: No, it reverts
to the lawthat is in effect that we're
deal ing with here.

This statute, or this bill, which
hopeful | y becones statute, is specific to this
el ection only in terns of the delay. It is in
fundament -- in basic law, the first Tuesday
of May, just like our elections are in the
first Tuesday i n Novenber.

SENATOR DUANE: | was under the
i npression that the Board would be able to
take action if there was a religious conflict.
Not a -

SENATOR PADAVAN: Not to ny

know edge.
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SENATOR DUANE: -- with a
hol i day, not a war.

SENATOR PADAVAN: W woul d have
to take action. |If there was any changes in
t hose fundanental dates of elections, the
Legi sl ature woul d have to act.

SENATOR DUANE: And then | just

wanted to clarify it and nmake sure it's on the

record.
Those peopl e who petition for the
| ater date -
SENATOR PADAVAN: The what ?
SENATOR DUANE: -- for the later

date, for the May 18th -

SENATOR PADAVAN: It's the same
el ection, just on a different date, yeah.

SENATOR DUANE: But the people
who petition under the new ability to
petition -

SENATOR PADAVAN: Just openi ng
t he door.

SENATOR DUANE: -- they are
permtted -- though, they are then enabled to
be on the ballot for the earlier election,

shoul d the Justice Departnent say it's okay to
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have the election then; is that correct?

SENATOR PADAVAN: No matter what
happens, we win the case, the election's stil
going to be on the 25th of May. That's a
given for this year

SENATOR DUANE: So the people -

SENATOR PADAVAN: So the new
peopl e, who woul d be petitioning, would be
runni ng on that date.

SENATOR DUANE: I mean, | think
there's sone confusion about that, Madam
Chair, if | may continue.

SENATOR PADAVAN: Vell, | tried
to explain that earlier. They, the new
petitioners will be permtted to file
petitions as candi dates 10 days, begi nning 10
days after this becones |aw for four
consecutive days. So that, in effect, if the
Governor, for instance, were to sign it
tonorrow, they'd have another two weeks.

SENATOR DUANE: And ever ybody
could potentially be on the ballot for My
4t hr ?

SENATOR PADAVAN: Exactly.

Ri ght.
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SENATOR DUANE: I think then,
Madam President, if | may speak on the bill

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Duane, on the bill.

SENATOR DUANE: Vell, let ne say
that it is always a thrill to hear ny nane
i nvoked in the Senate and particularly by
Senat or Seabrook. And | agree with Senator
Seabrook in many ways but not in all ways, but
that's denocracy, that's Anerica

|"mactually a proponent of
proportional representation and feel that it
has and potentially could do an awful lot to
enpower communities that don't always get to
have a seat at the table. M position has
been that we retain proportiona
representation

| share unhappi ness with paper
ballots. But |, nore than anything el se,
share an enornous unhappi ness with the Board
of Elections and | have virtually no faith in
the Board of Elections' ability to run
anyt hi ng appropriately. And, obviously, as
was exenplified in the Attorney General's

race, their ability to count it all is highly
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suspect.

| also do not believe that changi ng
dates wildly and not conming to a fina
decision today will in any way, under any
ci rcunstances increase voter participation. |
think that's absurd. That we don't know and
that we can't definitively say what day the
el ection is going to be, that we are tinkering
with it even further today and | eaving the
door even open, | think belies the ability of
us to generate voter turnout for a schoo
board el ection, which, tragically, doesn't
generate that nuch attention as it is.

In addition, the Board right now
has done a terrible job in ternms of
publicizing that this election is happening at
all, and I don't see anything that points to
their ability to publicize it even if it
happens a coupl e weeks later. So, again,
that, you know, in any way setting the date
further in advance woul d make anythi ng better,
certainly flies in the face of anything that
t he Board of Elections has ever done about
school board elections in the past, and |

believe and | think it will be proven if this
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bill would -- goes through, that voter turnout
wi || probably be unbelievably | ow as conpared
to the terribly |Iow turnouts that we've
previously had on this.

I"mal so very, very concerned that
this legislation is com ng forward w t hout any
public conment period. W hear nothing
publicly or on the record or any kind of
publ i c di scussion about how it is that people
bel i eve that school board el ections would
actual ly generate the interest that they
shoul d have and will generate the kind of
voter turnout that they should have on such an
i nportant issue. W've heard nothing from any
of the groups who believe that traditionally
they are under represented on school boards.
They have in no way been able to put their
views on the record so that their views could
be incorporated as we decide what to do with
the i ssue of school board elections. And I
think that that is a disgrace, because the
whol e reason that there's voting rights action
on school board el ections is because those
very people who we haven't heard from

conpl ai ned about the past ways that this has
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been done.

So, for all of those reasons, |
believe that this is the wong action to take
and will actually nake it so that school board

el ections are even nore poorly paid attention

to.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Madam
President, | just briefly wanted to ask ny
col | eague, Senator Wal don -- Senat or Wl don -

if he would yield just a mnute. O you don't
really have to yield, it doesn't require an
answer. | just wanted to rem nd you that we
did pass legislation |ast week, | believe,
that makes three-card Monte players subject to
arrest, so we want to nake sure that that's
not part of your suggestion for us to do in
order to rectify Senator Padavan's bill

That's it, Madam President.

Thank you.

SENATOR WAL DON: Madam Pr esi dent,
may | respond to the inquiry of nyself?

THE PRESI DENT: You may, quickly,
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Senat or Wl don.

SENATOR WAL DON: | thank you for
your graciousness, Madam Presi dent.

The house is conducted in such a
mar vel ous way since you' ve arrived, and I'd
like to say that first.

In regard to the question or the
inquiry or statenent fromny | earned col |l eague
from Ki ngs County, | believe that three-card
Monte, if it has been practiced by Justice or
by the Board or by whonever in regard to the
destiny of our children, if they' ve done the
crinme, they should do the tine.

Thank you very nuch

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Schnei derman, germain on the bill, please, you
may proceed.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: On the
bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead.

SENATOR SCHNEI DERMAN: On the
bill, not on the ganme, Madam Presi dent.

No, | just want to say very, very

briefly, that I concur in a |ot of what has

been sai d al ready.
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We have to recogni ze, though, that
the elected officials in the governnent in the
City of New York and the State of New York,

i ncludi ng nmenbers of this house, in ny view,
we have, we are failing the 1.1 mllion
children in the city schools, that this is not
a matter of casual observation or procedural
technicality. W have righted a construction
authority that can't build buildings. W
don't provide adequate funds or target them
correctly. W now have a situation which I am
unable to explain to ny constituents when a
school board election will be. And that this
| egislation, and I'msure it is well
intentioned, is just a matter of conpoundi ng
our prior failures and that we really have to
seek this session to take fundanental steps to
renmedy a problem for the econom c future of
our state and for the future of our country,
that if our 1.1 mllion children aren't
getting the education that they need, we're
not getting the advocates enabled in the
school boards to work on their behalf, we are
creating a disaster for our state comng into

the next century and we are conmtting,
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think, a great violation of human decency as
wel | .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hevesi .

SENATOR HEVESI : Madam Pr esi dent,
| don't want to take up this body's tine
reiterating a lot of the coments that we've
al ready heard, except | mnust echo the comments
and sentinents of ny coll eague, Senator
Wal don, in that I hope we would, as an
institution, nove forward and attenpt to
renedy a situation that | cannot, in good
consci ence, vote to perpetuate, which is what
we' d be doi ng here today.

And just to share ny experience, |
have been a Denocratic district |eader for
years and years, intimately famliar and
involved with the electoral process and schoo
board process in New York City, and | wl]l
confess before this body that | do not fully
understand all of the intricacies involved in
this so-called proportional representation
system of voting in school board el ections.

It is a hinderance to denbcracy as a result it
precludes participation to the extent that we

believe it all should -- we all believe it
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shoul d be desirable. And we nust institute
sonme type of reform nake sone type of

effort -- and | conmend Senat or Padavan for
his work in this area but, but this action

t oday woul d extend the situati on which we know
cannot, cannot stand. This is, this is

sonmet hing that we cannot stand in support of.

As a result, Madam President, |
vote in the negative on this |egislation.

THE PRESI DENT: And to cl ose,
Senat or Lachman.

SENATOR LACHMAN: Madam
President, I'll attenpt to be much briefer
this time than | was when we adopted the
original legislation. And ny colleagues were
qui te el oquent in describing why we adopt ed
it, the legislation, to prevent the corruption
or the possibility of corruption that existed
at that point with paper ballots and
proportional representation.

However, before discussing the
reasons why |I'mvoting against it, 1'd like to
bring to the attention of all my coll eagues
t he process and procedures that were used to

bring this to our attention.
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| think it's unconscionable, at a
peri od when we should be shortly discussing
maj or i ssues of the budget, to have this
pl aced on our desk five mnutes before we go
to discuss this in our conference. Many of us
did not even see it until we wal ked into our
conference room This is not the way to run a
gover nnent .

Now, W nston Churchill once said
that denocracy is the worst form of governnent
except for all the other alternatives.
happen to agree with him

Wiy do we have to again and again
in inmportant issues that can disenfranchise
many people in the City of New York, proceed
in a manner that does not allow us to
adequately di scuss, exam ne, and | ook into the
facts regarding this bill?

Now that that is on the record,
woul d |i ke to speak on the objections to this
bill.

This bill will undo all the reforns
that we had attenpted, through prior
| egislation, to clean up an act that should

have been cl eaned up many years ago. This
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bill is a quick fix that resol ves not hing.
Sonme of ny col | eagues have said, "Wll, we had
to act now because we're in court."” Wiy can't
we wait until the court decision? | predict
we'll be in court again as a result of voting
for this bill, because, in mdstream when al
the rules and regul ations are already out, in
ternms of dates and tines and procedures, we
are changing this again with | ess than two
nonths to go. And if ny |earned coll eagues on
the right or the left of me, don't fully

under stand what's involved, howin the world
are we going to explain it to our
constituents?

Furthernore, | was told it wll be
easy this tine because we have a new net hod
that will scan the votes. That's easy to do
with the machi ne, but how do you differentiate
bet ween a one and a seven on a paper ball ot
and ot her nunbers?

Ladi es and gentlenen, this is a
di saster waiting to occur. As Voltaire once
said, the idea of proportiona
representation -- paraphrasing Voltaire, who

said, on sonmething else, this was an idea that
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has conme and gone. W have buried
proportional representation. It's an idea
that has cone, has failed and is now gone.
Wiy are we resurrecting this at this point in
hi story and tine?

| think it would be a najor m stake
for anyone in this chanber to take a quick fix
and to bring upon ourselves total chaos on an
el ecti on day, which m ght be the 25th of My
or the 18th of May or the 4th of May, and al so
bri ngi ng upon ourselves in, along with that,
anot her maj or court case.

Finally, Madam Chair, | believe
that this inpacts negatively upon the mnority
popul ations of the City of New York. The
NAACP has said this and other groups have said
this, and it's the mnority popul ation of the
City of New York that conprise the vast

majority of our public school students.

| vote nay.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Padavan.
SENATOR PADAVAN: Hopefully, to

cl ose debate, if | may.
Senat or Lachman, we didn't

resurrect this failed system W corrected
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it. And using the old adage, no good deed
deserves to go unpunished. | was the person

who's led the way with your support, wth your

strong support, | mght add.
SENATOR LACHMAN: Ri ght .
SENATOR PADAVAN: It was

resurrected by the Justice Departnent.

Now, let's consider for a nonment if
we di d not hi ng.

SENATOR LACHVAN: And wait for
the court deci sion.

SENATOR PADAVAN: You cannot wait
for the court decision, Senator, because tinme
is wasting. The court decision has to be
i npl enented. You cannot inplenment it between
April 5th and May 4th, less than four weeks.
We had to put in place safeguards that provide
for either eventuality, w nning or |osing.

And we've done that. And I think we've done
it appropriately.

As | said earlier, none of this
makes nme happy. But, neverthel ess, we have to
accept it. If we do nothing, the entire Gty,
correction, three boroughs of the GCty, yours,

Manhattan and the Bronx, would have to begin

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




975

to prepare for paper ballots. It's not an
easy task you do in the blink of an eye. And
the other two counties, Queens and Staten

I sl and, woul d have to prepare for machi ne
ballots. And | think we'd all have to agree
it's not the nost desirable circunstance to
find ourselves in.

And so we have all owed two things
to happen. If we win the court case, this
destructs, except for the delay in the date.
By the way it is the third Thursday, third
Tuesday. That happens to be the 18th. And |
stand corrected, Senator Smith, you're right.

The third Thursday, third Tuesday.

SENATOR LACHVAN: Not Tuesday.
SENATOR PADAVAN: Tuesday.
SENATOR LACHVAN: Tuesday.
SENATOR PADAVAN: And aside from

t hat change and opening up for the opportunity
for people to petition, we go back to the
system we are all appl audi ng here, and which
join you in applauding. If we don't get a
deci sion by April 5th, then for this election
only, we have to endure that failed system

Senat or Lachman. However, if we get a
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favorabl e decision after April 5th, then the
next el ection begi nning, of course, in the new
year and thereafter, we go back to our

i mproved procedure.

I think, you know, Senator, you've
conpl ained and | don't disagree with you to
some degree about not having had an
opportunity to study this bill.

Unfortunately, you know, we work with two
houses here. W have been negotiating with
the Assenbly now for over two weeks to cone up
with an appropriate neasure. W conpl eted our
negotiations this norning at 10 o' cl ock, and
then we had to get a rush print on the bill

So | apologize to you for that, but,

neverthel ess, it was sonmething that | had no
control over. And, frankly, we want to get
this done because tine's a wasting with the
recess, hopefully, coming up in April and so
on.

So, in any event, Senator, | know
probably haven't convi nced anyone to change
their vote, but I do want the record to show,
quite clearly, that I think we've covered al

the bases with all the eventualities and put
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oursel ves in the best possible position that
we find ourselves, regrettably, as a result of
the action of others a Iong way from Al bany.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7, this
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 290 are
Senators Dol |l i nger, Duane, Hevesi, Kruger,
Lachman, Montgonery, Nanul a, Oppenhei ner,
Pat er son, Rosado, Sanpson, Santi ago,
Schnei der man, Seabr ook, Snith, Stavisky,
Wl don, al so Senator Onorato.

Ayes 40. Nays 18.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could return again to the reports of
standi ng comm ttees.

| believe there's a report of the
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Fi nance Conmttee at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: W will return to
the reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Stafford,
fromthe Comrittee on Finance, reports:

Senate Prints 3581, Budget Bill, an
act to anmend Chapters 50 and 54 of the Laws of
1998;

Senate Print 3582, Budget Bill, an
act to amend Chapter 57 of the Laws of 1998.

Al bills directly for third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, all bills are directed to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
at this tinme, if we could take up Cal endar

Nunmber 291, Senate Print 3581.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
291, Budget Bill, Senate Print 3581, an act to

amend Chapters 50 and 54 of the |laws of 1998.
SENATOR SKELCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
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is there a nessage at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senat or
Skel os, there is.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.

THE PRESI DENT: Al those in
favor of accepting the nessage of necessity,
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Qpposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage is
accept ed.

Read the | ast section.

Senat or Dol | i nger.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Yes. Just,
woul d the sponsor yield to a question, or
per haps the chairman of the Finance Conmttee

yield to a question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Stafford,
will you yield.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Sure.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: In the

Fi nance Conmittee deli berati ons, Senator,
asked for sonme infornmati on about the Public

Oficers Law portion of this bill, this is -
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SENATOR STAFFORD: Ri ght, we have
sone information and the information is that
this is noney that's going to pay plaintiffs’
attorneys -- excuse ne. | know |I'm supposed
totalk into this -- plaintiffs' attorneys who
have sued the State.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Agai n, Madam
President, through you. Just so | nake sure |
under st and t his.

The bill 1 have, on page 3,
contains, on line nunber 8, it says "for
public lands.” That's the $4 mllion for the
paynment in |ieu of taxes on public |ands.

The second says, "for judgnents
agai nst the State," and that tal ks about going
from47 to 70 mllion. And | was concerned
about why that nunber was up so high.

And then the third one says, "for
t he paynment of the defense by private counse
in the indemnification of paynent on behal f of
state officer and enpl oyees.” | assune, again
t hrough you, Madam President, with your
conti nued indul gence and Senator Stafford' s as
well, that that's for private counse

def endi ng us, defendi ng Lieutenant Governor,
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the Governor or the Attorney Ceneral the
Comptroller, other state officers, including,
I'msure, corrections officers when there are
conflicts, and we retain private counsel. |'d
just like to know where that 15.5 -- point 2
mllion and the 20.2 mllion, where it's going
and why we need to spend nore.

SENATOR STAFFORD: That -- nost
of those funds are going in paynent of the
plaintiffs' attorneys who have sued the State
in various actions.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Do you happen
to know -- and through you, Madam President -
Senator Stafford, who was defended in those
actions?

SENATOR STAFFORD: | certainly
could get the details, and that's -- in fact,

t hey, the question was thought about before
you asked it and we're getting a |list.

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Agai n,

t hrough you, Madam President, if | could.

| have no interest in prolonging
this proceeding, but the answer to those
questions will affect, certainly, ny vote and

perhaps others. Is it possible to put this
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aside for a nonment until that information is
her e?

SENATOR STAFFORD: Madam
President, | would point out then, again,
Senator Dollinger and | often visit on the
floor and we visit in the commttee and |I'm
sure we will have many exchanges, and | think
they're good. | think they're whol esone. And
sonetines it gets heated on one side or the
ot her, but we've done very well so far -

SENATOR DCLLI NGER: W have.

SENATOR STAFFORD: -- this year.
There's been done that we would call heated.
Yet .

| would say that this question,
obvi ously, cases are docunented, obviously,
there will be a list of exactly where this
noney goes due to lawsuits, and | would, |
woul d respectfully submt to nmy coll eague
that, really, | don't think we have to hold
up.

And let's be very candid now, very
open and very frank, whether we've been here
one day or 20 years, when we have a budget in

front of us, it does not take a bright person,
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it takes any person. And |I'm not considering
you in the latter.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: | appreciate
t hat .

SENATOR STAFFORD: It's a
conplinment. You can ask questions to get
details that can hold up a budget. And I
think that that question, | respectfully
submt, is really not something to hold up
this, because we're passing it today, it is
necessary, we'd like to have it done by the
end of the week and we certainly can get that
list. But I -- you hear the gist of ny
suggestion and | say it very respectfully and
so far we're doing very well

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | appreciate the
graci ousness of Senator Stafford' s comments.

I, I would sinply point out to
Senator Stafford, although it's been
abundantly clear to ne for seven, six and a
hal f years, that my vote may not natter in the
final conpilation of approval on this bill
But what |'ve just suggested, however, is that

in order for me to say whether this $5 mllion
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addi ti onal appropriation nakes good sense,
especially when the issue is the defense of
officers of the public -- the public officers
of the State of New York, it just seens to ne
t hat having a breakdown as to why that expense
line is up 25 percent in a single year or |ess
than a single year, | don't know, maybe there
were prior transfers, maybe there's other

evi dence that this noney's been put in there.

|'ve requested the infornmation.

| would just ask again, |'m not
going to nmake a notion. |I'mnot prepared to
do that. | don't want to do that. But -- and
| don't want to delay this bill. But it seens

do ne, having the backup detail to explain why
we need $5 mllion nore to buy, hire outside
counsel to defend the officers of this State
is a very legitimte question and shoul d have
a reasonabl e answer that would satisfy ny
i nquiry and perhaps put ne in a position where
I'd vote for this bill.
SENATOR STAFFORD: Thank you.
SENATOR DCLLI NGER: Can I -- we
don't know and | guess the answer is -

SENATOR STAFFCORD: Vell, | think,
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again, |1've made the point. You said six and
a half years? Thirty-four years for nme. And
I will make this point and | make it very
respectfully and I make it very directly and
very candidly and | say it with all the
respect and | consider I'msharing it with a
friend, and I nmean that. You're making your
poi nt and you're maeki ng your mark and the type
of mark you nmake is entirely up to you. |

think 1've answered it.

SENATOR DOLLI NCGER: Fine. Thank
you.

Madam Presi dent, just on the bil
briefly.

| appreciate Senator Stafford's
candor. | understand that he may not be in

t he possession of the information, he or no
one in his staff is in the possession right
now of the information on this bill. |
appreciate that. | understand how that's how
government works. | understand that that's
somet i mes how communi cati ons between this body
and the executive downstairs nay work.

But, nonet hel ess, Senator Lachman

poi nted out that, here we are, doing something
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again very quickly. It may be the right thing
to do. It may very well be the right thing to
do, but the backup information just isn't here
and it seens to ne it's prenmature to do it
under those circunstances.

|'ve | earned that that doesn't
necessarily dictate how we're going to do
things, but it does seemto ne to be, to be
asking us to spend nore noney wi thout know ng
exactly what it's for and where it arises,
doesn't seemto be that we're doing our ful
j ob.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Centile.

SENATOR STAFFORD: | haven't said
M. President; have I? | just caught nyself.

Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: | woul d have
noti ced.

SENATOR STAFFORD: Pl ease, Madam
President, | still want to -- nmy answer was,

and | think it should be on the record agai n,
which is stated. W talk in ternms of outside
counsel, we're not tal king about outside
counsel. W're tal king about noney who has

been paid to plaintiffs' attorneys who have
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sued the State. So | want to nake that
cl ear, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Centile.

SENATOR CGENTI LE: Thank you
Madam President. On the bill

The provision in the deficiency
bill, which adds noney to the EPIC Program |
just want to point out that that noney that's
added to the programonly covers the increased
enrol | nent because of the m scal cul ati on of
the enroll nent over the past year. Wile
that's a laudatory nove to cover the |evel of
about a hundred thousand seniors that are in
the EPIC Program what this bill fails to
address and what we have failed to address in
this State is the situation of al nbst 55, 000
seniors across New York State who have been
dropped by their HMOs conme January 1st, this
past January 1lst. And as a result, 55,000
seniors or nore are W thout prescription drug
coverage. W have this program the EPIC
Program that can cover those seniors if we
were to increase the incone eligibility
|l evels. It would be sonething that we can do

very easily in this State, in this
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Legislature. It was an indignity upon those
seniors who three or four years ago were
recruited by these HMOs to join, to join the
HMOs and then three years |ater get a notice
sayi ng they were bei ng dunped. These seniors
now cannot afford prescription drug coverage.
They are over the inconme limts that are now
set in the |aw under the EPIC Program

What we need to do as a State, what
this body needs to do, what the executive
chanber needs to hear is that these seniors
are out there on the streets in New York State
wi t hout prescription drug coverage. W need
prescription drug coverage for those seniors
who cannot otherw se afford them The way to
do it is toincrease the EPIC eligibility
limts to 24,000 and 35,000 will cover many of
them It's a small, small price to pay.

So while this is a good provision
in the bill to cover those seniors that stil
fit under the income limts, we need to do
nore. W need to do nore quickly, |adies and
gentlemen. W need to do nore quickly for the
seniors who are wal ki ng around t oday, al nost

55,000 of them w thout prescription drug
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cover age.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this

act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger, to explain your vote.

SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,
Madam President. Just briefly to explain ny
vot e.

| just, | feel conpelled to stand
and just say, ny interest in this particular
appropriation is because, contrary to what
Senator Stafford said, I'mnot interested in
what's paid to the plaintiffs' lawers, |I'm
interested in the line that says for the
paynment of the defense by private counsel and
the i ndemmification or paynent on behal f of
state officers and enployees in civil judicial
proceedi ngs in accordance with the provisions,
Section 17 of the Public Oficers Law. And in

crimnal proceedings in accordance with the
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provi sion of Section 19 of the Public Oficers
Law.

Il would sinmply |ike to know how
much noney we spend when public officers are
sued in civil courts and they need outside
counsel and how nuch we pay them and when
they're subject to crimnal actions how rmuch
we pay private counsel to defend them That
is sonmewhere in the books and records of this
State. Somewhere, soneone on the second floor
knows the answer to those questions and
there's soneone on the third floor, nanely,
me, who would |ike an answer to them too, and
who was elected, | think, with the obligation
to get the information so that if sonmebody
asks me why we spent $5 million nore, I'Il be
able to team them

| woul d hope, even though that
information isn't available today, that it
woul d be nmade available to me so that | can

make that determ nation in the future.

Under those circunstances, |'m
voti ng nay.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger, you will be recorded as voting in
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t he negati ve.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunmber 291 are
Senators Dol linger, Schneidernman and Snmith.

Ayes 55. Nays 3.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d you pl ease call up Cal endar Nunmber 292,
Senat e 3582.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
292, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 3582, an

act to anmend Chapter 57 of the Laws of 1998.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?
THE PRESI DENT: Yes, there is,
Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept.
THE PRESI DENT: Al right. Al

in favor of accepting the nessage of
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necessity, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage is
accept ed.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3, this
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 58.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senator, we
have three notions at the desk.

Senat or McCee.

SENATOR McGEE: Thank you, Madam
President. On behalf of Senator Marcellino, |
woul d ask, on page nunber 5, | offer the
foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber 70,
Print Nunmber 1130.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
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recei ved, Senator.

SENATOR McGEE: And | ask that
the bill, | ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: And the bill wll
retain its place on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR McGEE: Thank you.

In continuation, if I my. On
behal f of Senator Saland, | offer on page
nunber 20, | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 36, Senate Print 1031A, and
ask that said bill retain its place on the
Thi rd Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
received and the bill will retain its place on

the Third Readi ng Cal endar, Senator.

SENATOR McGEE: And one nore, if
I may

And on behal f of Senator Maltese,
on page nunber 12, | offer the follow ng

amendnents to Cal endar 184, Senate Print
Nunber 2191, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is

received and the bill will retain its place on
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the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR McGEE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there being no further business, | nove we

adj ourn until Mnday, March 15th at 3 p.m,
i nterveni ng days bei ng Legislative days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Monday, March
15th, at 3 p.m, intervening days being
Legi sl ative days.

The Senate i s adjourned.

(Wher eupon, at 2:15 p.m, the

Senat e adj ourned.)
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