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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

| ask everyone present to please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: In the absence of
clergy, may we bow our heads in a nonent of
silence, please.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age
respected a nonent of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senat e,
Friday, February 26th. The Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of
Thur sday, February 25, was read and approved.
On notion, Senate adjourned.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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if I could just interrupt. There will be an
i medi ate nmeeting of the Rules Conmittee in
the Majority Conference Room
THE PRESI DENT: Al right. There
will be an imedi ate neeting of the Rules
Committee in the Majority Conference Room
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages fromthe Governor
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select commttees.
Comuni cations and reports from
State officers.

Mot i ons and resol uti ons.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: | nove to conmit

Senate Print Nunber 1350, Cal endar Nunmber 197
on order of third reading to the Cormittee on
Fi nance.
THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe there's a privileged resolution at
t he desk by Senator Bruno. | ask that the

title be read and noved for its inmmedi ate
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adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or Bruno,
Concurrent Resol ution 465 of the Senate and
Assenbl y aut horizing the Senate and Assenbly
of New York State to purchase copies of the
New Yor k Red Book for 1999-2000.

The Senate sends for concurrence
Assenbly Resol uti on Nunber 187 identical with
Concurrent Resol uti on Nunber 465.

Senat or Bruno now noves that the
Assenbly Concurrent Resol ution be substituted
for his identical Senate Concurrent

Resol uti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution
or der ed.
Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 42.
THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senat or Mei er.
SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent ,

at this tinme, nay we have the readi ng of the
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non-controversi al cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
77, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1016, an
act to anmend the Penal Law in relation to
i ncreasing the penalties for custodi al
i nterference.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect on the 15th day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 41. Nays 1.
Senat or Montgonery recorded in the
negati ve.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

110, by Senator Maziarz, Senate Print 131, an
act to anmend the Al coholic Beverage Contro
Law in relation to requiring the publication

of noti ce.
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THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect in 60 days.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 42.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

136, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print
1148, an act to amend the Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Law in relation to
requiring the conpletion of inproved snow
nobi | e safety course.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 42.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
137, by Senator DeFrancisco, Senate Print
1153, an act to anend the Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Law in relation to
t he operation of a snowrpbile.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 42.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

164, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 135, an
act to anend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es
and the Court of Clains Act in relation to

prisoner litigation reform

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
set -- is laid aside.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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166, by Senator Johnson, Senate Print 760, an
act to anend the Penal Law in relation to

aggravat ed harassnment of a court clerk by an

i nmat e.
SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

167, by Senator Meier, Senate Print 922, an
act to anmend the Penal Law in relation to
permtting a court to inpose a sentence.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 43.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

169, by Senator Padavan, Senate Print 1047, an
act to anend the Penal Law in relation to

i ncluding police officers in the violent
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fel ony of fense of aggravated assault.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect the 1st day of Novenber.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 43.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

172, by Senator Goodnan, Senate Print 1109, an
act to anmend the Penal Law in relation to
comput er net wor ks.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 43.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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174, by Senator Wight, Senate Print 1223, an
act to anmend the Penal Law in relation to
assault with a noxious material.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novenber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 47.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senator Meier, that conpletes the
non-controversial reading of the cal endar.

Senat or Mei er.

SENATOR MEI ER: Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe Senator DeFrancisco would Iike to be
recogni zed.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
DeFr anci sco.

SENATOR DeFRANCI SCO | just
want ed everyone in the chanber to note that,
fromtime to tine, we honor special guests who

cone to visit us in the chanbers. I'dlike to
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recogni ze Senator M ke Bal boni up in the
gallery and thank himfor showing up at this
particul ar neeti ng.

Thank you.

(Laught er and appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: So recogni zed.

Senat or Mei er.

SENATOR MEI ER: Vel |, now that
we' ve taken care of that, nay we now have the
controversial cal endar, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
164, by Senator Nozzolio, Senate Print 135, an
act to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es
and the Court of Clainms Act in relation to
prisoner litigation reform

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| would be pleased to describe this
neasure as a good faith attenpt to insure that

inmates with neritorious clains are not denied
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the right to bring such action but to provide
a nmechani sm where we can elimnate or at |east
limt the frivol ous cases brought by prison

i nmat es today while at the sane tine
preserving their ability to pursue legitimte
claims by requiring i nmates exhaust their

adm ni strative renmedies prior to bringing an
action in court establishing a nodest filing
fee in the Court of Clains to, in effect,
filter out those clains which are presented

with lack of seriousness by prison innates.

SENATOR WAL DON: Questi on.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or \Wal don.
SENATOR WALDON: Madam Pr esi dent ,

woul d the gentl eman yiel d?

Has he concl uded his statenent?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o,
are you prepared to yield?

SENATOR NOZZOLI O I s Senat or
Wal don asking nme to yield, Madam President?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, he has,
Senat or Nozzoli o.

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O I'd be happy
to yield.

SENATOR WAL DON: Thank you very
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much, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: You may proceed,
Senat or Wl don.

SENATOR WAL DON: Senat or
Nozzolio, was this action brought for the
$660, 000 settlenent that | read in the paper
over the weekend, was it brought in our state
court or was it brought in a federal court?

SENATOR NQzZZCOLI O Madam
President, | believe the action referred to by
Senat or Wal don, is an action which took place
t hrough the previous half year, which, this
| ast week, awarded the slayer of Police
O ficer Edward Byrne, the same police officer
who is nmenorialized by the Edward Byrne
Anti-Crinme Funds. |In his honor nonies
di stributed to police departnments throughout
this state. That officer was, unfortunately,
the victimof a crinme. He was nurdered and
the perpetrator of that nurder was sent to
prison. That inmate was al so given solitary
confi nenent. Sone federal judge, through | ack
of wi sdom and foresight, provided a $660, 000
award to the slayer of Police Oficer Edward

Byr ne.
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This bill would do nothing to
i npede that process of inmates providing
t hensel ves an opportunity to sue in court.

The neasure we passed | ast week, | mght add,
unani nously by this Senate, is a neasure that
I think would inpede that type of litigation
because it would require, Senator Wl don -- |
know you supported the legislation, | think
you would Iike to know -- that the proceeds of
that award, unfortunately, under our current
law, only go to the inmate who brought the
suit, not one cent to the crine victim not
one cent to the crinme victinms famly. That,
hopeful |l y, you, Senator Wil don, and others on
that side of the aisle, will encourage your
coll eagues in the State Assenbly to enact the
nmeasure whi ch we enacted unani nously | ast week
that got to the heart of taking those awards
that i nmates do receive and insuring first
that crine victins are protected.

But, Senator, to answer your
question, that matter which you referred to
was brought in federal court.

SENATOR WAL DON: Madam Pr esi dent,

woul d the gentl eman yield agai n?

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




572

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o,

do you continue to yield?

SENATOR NQzZzZOLI O I'd be happy
to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Wl don.

SENATOR WAL DON: Thank you very

much, Madam Presi dent.

Senat or Nozzolio, Edward Byrne was
a police officer in a precinct that's in
Sout heast Queens. In fact, where he was
killed is in the district of the distinguished
Senator, Senator Ada Smith, on this side of
the aisle. We were all troubled and horrified
by his assassination. None of us condoned
that kind of behavior. Al of our hearts
bleed for the famly of Police Oficer Byrne
and any police officer so assassinated
anywhere in this country.

But what you're proposing, if | may
address it nore directly, is to have the
i nmat es pay to have the right to sue and to
really hassle their ability to bring the suit
whether it is neritorious or not, as | view

it. And the point I was trying to nake when
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aski ng the question about the federa
jurisdiction, which you neandered us through
very well and was a nice journey that you took
us on, whether or not that was the place where
this suit arose. And, if so, if -- your
answer was yes, finally. But, again, if you
would revisit it, if that is the case, then
what woul d this proposal do to preclude an
inmate fromsuing in federal court where the
federal judge may feel that he has a right or
she has a right to sue?

SENATOR NOZzZOLI O Senat or, Madam
Presi dent, through you, that Senator Waldon is
correct, we do not have jurisdiction to
provide filing fees on federal court nmatters.
What this does is provide a filing fee
requi renent for those inmates who are suing in
state courts. And that we've seen a
t remendous backl og in those cases in New York
State court, this is a partial filing fee and
it's for civil wongs against the State of New
York that we're tal king about, those types of
actions; property danage, other types of
cl ai ns.

W're saying, sinply, that a
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pri soner needs exhaust his adm nistrative
renmedies first, go through the innate

gri evance procedure. Now the inmate grievance
procedure may not be perfect, however, it is
in place and it should be utilized. W're
saying do that first. After you' ve done that
and still do not have the satisfaction, you
have the right then to go to the New York
State courts and sue the State of New York, as
many i nmates do. W have a 15,000 case
backl og in our state courts today. And what
we're saying is that now the, the prisoner,
who, growing in litigation, we have at |east a
third of the cases in New York State courts
today are brought by prison inmates. That is
sonmething that is incredible, when you think
about it, that 33 percent, over 33 percent of
our cases are brought by innates.

We're sinply saying they have the
right to bring the case, but they need to
present at |east a partial filing fee to
access the court, just as you or |, Senator,
or any of your constituents or my constituents
woul d have to present if they sought redress

through the state courts. Again, enphasizing,
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the filing fee is a partial filing fee. Let
ne also state that, if there is indigencies,
that there is a place where, a nethod, where
the innate may seek to waive that fee. So we
have that opportunity as well.

SENATOR WAL DON: Madam Pr esi dent,
if I may, on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl don,
on the bill.

SENATOR WAL DON: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

Thank you, Senator Nozzoli o.

"' mtroubl ed when we want to put so
many hurdles in the path of sonmeone who, for
his or her own sanity, may feel that they have
a meritorious cause. |'mtroubled when
sonmeone is in a very insular environnent, as a
prison may be. | know |l visit themon a
somewhat frequent basis, and I know the
est eened Senat or, because of his chairnmanship,
probably visits them much nore so than |I. But
when | visit the prisons, | do not see people
al ways, not that |'ve never seen them but
al ways who feel very confortable in going

agai nst those that are there to guard them
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nmeet many people inside the prisons who fee
that the systemis against themand that, if
they have the nerve to rail against the
system that the systemw ||l come down upon
t hem and be very, very oppressive. And so |
feel that to create such an om nous hurdle, as
you nust pay the fee and you nust exhaust al
adm nistrative renmedies first, no matter how
nmeritorious you feel your cause is, is too
much of an inpedi ment for these people who are
in prison to have their rights, if you wll.
And so | woul d encourage ny
col | eagues to recogni ze that there nmay be one
person in prison who has a neritorious cause
of action and who is so intimdated by the
systemthat he or she will not file because of
an inmpedinent like this if this were to becone
law. And that even soneone in prison should
have hope, even soneone in prison should be
all oned the luxury of hope. It doesn't cost
anyt hing. And under our system we are a
nation whi ch has encouraged hope. So would I
hope that ny coll eagues will hear what |'m
saying and will vote down this proposal. | do

not think it is a tinely nmeasure at this
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monent .

| thank you very nuch, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.
Excuse ne.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,

Madam President. Wuld the Senator yield on a

few questions related to the bill before us?
SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes, Madam
President, | would be glad to yield.
THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.

Senat or Paterson, you nmay proceed.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.
Thr ough you, Madam Presi dent.

Senat or, do you know or woul d you
like to give us any statistics related to the
expl osion in these cases that are being
brought by people who are currently
incarcerated in our state prison systenf

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes. | would

be happy to go through sonme nunbers that |
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have regarding this issue for Senator Paterson
and ny col |l eagues. But before | do, Senator,
if I also may, a point Senator \Wal don nade
that 1'd also think you'd find interesting

rel evant to that issue.

The inmate gri evance procedure nay
have sone inmates intim dated, but the fact of
the matter is that it is a procedure which is
bei ng kept sacrosanct by the court systemthat
the State of New York was just charged with
over a hundred thousand dollars in penalties
because in sone of the facilities in our state
the inmate grievance procedure was not being
kept too intact, the way we would like to see
it, the way it was designed to be kept intact.
In other words, that grievance procedure is
bei ng continually oversought, continually
r ef or ned.

There are approxi mately 95 percent
of all prison inmate litigation is disn ssed.
There are, in terns of the escal ation of
inmate litigation, we have seen enornous
i ncreases over the past 10 years, that we are
provi di ng nunbers of suits from-- over the

| ast 20 years, we've seen the nunmber of suits
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rise fromapproximtely 30 to over 7,000.
Those suits in nunber are increasing. O
course, during that tinme, the prison
popul ation in this state al so i ncreased a
great deal. It alnost doubled during that
period of time. But, still, the nunber of
litigations in state court have increased
dramatical ly.

As | said earlier, Senator
Paterson, all prison litigation accounts for
approxi mately one-third of the defense load in
the New York State court systemthat -

SENATOR PATERSON: Wul d the
Senator yield for another question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you

continue to yield?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Si nce the

pri son popul ation has risen in the last 10
years from approxi mately 38,000 to over
70,000, it would seem sequential that there'd

be an increase in the nunber of cases. So,
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therefore, what mght bring us closer to a
definition of how severe the increase is,
woul d be if you m ght be able to provide us as
to what the per capita nunber of suits that's
bei ng brought by the inmates m ght be.

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O well, if -- as
| side, the nunber of suits, it's alnobst 7,000
suits for 70,000 inmates, | guess that's one
in 10. There will be a lawsuit, one | awsuit
per every 10 inmates. That contrasts with a
much markedly different role, even though the
pri son popul ati on doubl ed, the suits, as |
said, Senator, went fromless than a hundred,
closer to 70, closer to 50, rather, all the
way up to now 7,000. So exponentially, the
nunber of suits have gained a great deal.

And | think what we need to do,
t hough, is say, not to -- we're not trying to
sinply cut off litigation. The United States
District Court for the Northern District of
New York established a partial filing fee
program for inmates a couple of years ago.
And as a result, we've seen a 46 percent
decrease in neritless prisoner litigation

actions. That we're only saying that, if you
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want to access the courts, you need to do so
at sone expense. |If you're indigent, if you
have no funds avail able to you, then the court
could waive this filing fee and the filing fee
could be taken out of the award offered to a
prison inmate if he's successful.

What we're saying here is, let's
establish a systemof equity, one where prison
inmates are not treated any differently than
citizens are, except in a sense getting a 50
percent break on the cost of a filing fee.
That's only fair.

We're not tal king about litigation
that gets to the length of incarceration or
the type of incarceration. W're only getting
here to grievances agai nst the state for sone
type of perceived fault that the -- during the
i ncarceration

So | think you need to take a | ook
at the fact that we're not limting access to
the courts. W're only saying that, if Joe Q
Citizen has to spend X amount of dollars to
access the state courts, then why shouldn't a
prison innmate have to spend a portion of that

filing fee in order to do the sane thing.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senator. | understand what you' re sayi ng and,
certainly, frivolous |awsuits have no place in
our judicial systemand they really just do
not hing nore than take a lot of tinme and waste
a lot of resources. And | can understand
that. But when | look at this particular
situation, at |east fromsone research that's
been provided to us by the Prisoners Lega
Servi ces and the Legal Aide Prisoners -- and
by the Legal Aide Society, |I"'msorry -

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson,
are you on the bill at this point or do you
wi sh to have nore tine devoted to your
question?

SENATOR PATERSON: No, |'m asking
anot her question, if the Senator woul d yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.
Senat or Nozzolio, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes, Madam
President, I'd be glad to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: So, therefore,

what |'msaying is that there is certainly,
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there are some other nethods in which other
institutions have handled this. 1In the
federal system what they have often done is
set up pro se panels by which they review and
throw out many of the frivol ous cases, and
they seemto have a different nunerica
coefficient of how many frivol ous cases there
are as opposed to your research. But ny
question relates to sonethi ng we just

di scussed a m nute ago.

You said that there were now 7,000
cases provided by 70,000 prisoners and that,
al t hough the prison popul ati on had doubl ed,
you approxi mated the origi nal nunber of cases
as sonmewhere between 50 and a hundred. Now, |
was here 10 years ago.

Are you sure that there were only
50 to 100 cases brought 10 years ago by

prisoners in our New York State prison systenf

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Madam
Presi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Nozzoli o.
SENATOR NOZZOLI O In response to
Senat or Paterson, | didn't say 10 years ago.

| said 20 years ago, that the nunber of
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| awsuits has increased from25 in 1976, that's
23 years ago, to over 7,000 today. That the
pri son popul ation in 1986, you're saying,
was -- |I'mnot sure what it was, but if you
say it was half, that's -- let's take 1985,
"84, there were about 6,000, 6300 suits in
each of those years back to 1990 -- 1983, '84
years. So it's gone about 500 suits nore a
year filed today than there was about 10 years
ago.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you

continue to yield?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: Vel |, Senator,
if we're going back to 1976, well, in 1976 the

state prison system population was a little
nore than 15,000. So, in other words, now
we're down to one-sixth of -- I'"'msorry -

one, roughly somewhere between a quarter and
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one-fifth, about, 1'd say, 23 percent of the
current prison population. So that woul d nake
the per capita rate nmuch, nuch higher at that
particular tinme. So the increase wouldn't be
quite as nmuch as we mght have first thought.

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Madam
President, not to argue with ny good friend
Senat or Pat erson about the math, but, David,
if we only had 50 cases brought in 1976 with
25 percent of the inmates, I'll gladly
quadrupl e the anmount of inmates or the anobunt
of inmate litigation based on that 1976
aver age.

The way | figured it, if it was
four tinmes what the -- commensurate with the
i nmat e popul ation, there would only be 200
|l awsuits filed by innates as opposed to 7, 000.

But the point is, we |ook at the
fact that over 32 percent of the defendant
cases in our state systemtoday is brought by
inmates. Now, that's an awful |ot of
litigation. And, frankly, what's happening -
and, of course, you're going to hear fromthe
pri soners' |egal services fol ks because they

want litigation, they' re |awers. They'd
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rat her sue than go through the litigation
process of a grievance procedure. You don't
need | awers to go through the grievance
procedure, often. That's what it's set for.
You can have a | awyer, but you don't have to
have a | awer. And the fact of the matter is,
the grievance procedure is not being utilized
to what it should be. And, if anything, the
filing fee woul d encourage i nmates to get
justice quicker, |ess expensively and,
certainly, less expensively for the taxpayers
t hrough the grievance procedure instead of

cl oggi ng the courts.

So we're saying, let's make the
courts a systemof last resort, a justice
system of |ast resort, and let's establish a
filing fee that's simlar to what the federa
courts have for prison innates.

Prison inmates still are accessing,
David, the federal court system There
have -- we just -- Senator Wal don nentioned we
just had a very large dollar award going to a
convi cted nurderer |ast week. That was a
federal court action. A filing fee didn't

seemto deter that action. And, frankly, |
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think it wouldn't deter all that nuch here as
opposed to sinply naking it a better system

SENATOR PADAVAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Nozzoli o.

Madam Presi dent, on the bill

THE PRESI DENT: On the bill,
Senator. Go ahead.

SENATOR PATERSON: There was a
$600, 000 award rendered | ast Friday. Earlier
| had heard that it was by a federal judge.
But ny understanding is it was by a federa
jury. And that whoever did it, |I find the
award to be shocking. |It's sonething that I,
honestly, do not understand. And | certainly
hope that the famly of Oficer Byrne will sue
in the civil court for whatever they may have
been entitled to had the defendant at that
time been in position to provide themwith a
civil recovery.

But we are not here to overturn a
jury verdict. W're here to | ook at the issue
of filing fees. And the fact is that, as
appalling as we might find that particular

verdict, we don't know the evidence in that
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case. We didn't listentoit. And | don't
know that it's right for us to nake
presunpti ons about the judge or the jury, not
havi ng been in the position that they were in,
which is that we, that they heard the

evi dence. Wat we would be well advised to
focus on would be just the issue of whether or
not there was actually a case. 1In this
particular situation, it related nore to who
the prisoner was as opposed to what the
institutional responsibility may have been.
And as nmuch as it kind of offends nme that this
particul ar prisoner could receive this type of
award after conmitting such a heinous act 10
years ago, we are still in this country bound
to house even those who we find to have
engaged in the nost egregi ous conduct in what
woul d be a professional way, in terns of
corrective and incarcerated, incarcerative
action.

And so, did the actual individua
in this case have a case that was valid and
shoul d actually be tried? Apparently, having
served 1500 days, in excess, of solitary

confi nenent, | guess perhaps they did, whether
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or not we agree with the inevitabl e outcone of
t he case.

The prisoners | egal services and
the prisoners rights project of Legal Ad
Soci ety have taken sone neasures right here in
New York State to try to limt the nunber of
frivolous |awsuits. There does seemto be
sonme di sagreenent between them and the work
that was conducted by the previous attorney
general and the very able Senator who is the
sponsor of this bill. But I think that as we
go forward, the thing that we have to be nost
aware of is the fact that, no matter how nuch
we may disdain the acts of certain people who
we' ve incarcerated, this country's denocracy
is probably tested at its greatest |evel by
how we treat those who we incarcerate. And to
that end, there are tines that these
situations, where there are abuses, not in al
cases but certainly in sone, not in a nunber
of cases where there has been any kind of
court finding, but the fact is that there are
some abuses in our correctional facilities and
we are mandated to react to them The best

reaction is probably through the judicial
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process, since thereis alimted way in which
t he nessage can get out. There are situations
around the country, well docunented, where the
notion of correction, correctional policy was
changed fromlawsuits that emanated from those
who were actually incarcerated.

And while all of us who are in the
Legi sl ature have probably gotten a nunber of
letters that are quite long and in nmany ways
qui te euphem stic from prisoners who,
apparently, have tinme to wite these |ong
docunents, and the, certainly, the notion of
what they're trying to express i s somewhat
cl oudy and their perception of what
constitutes a valid awsuit may not be that
that we all mght agree with, the fact is
that, even if we would err slightly, we would
want to err on the side of having a denocratic
system We do not provide those who are
incarcerated with all of the rights of those
who live in a denocracy, but we do try to
assure their physical protection, their
acqui sition to healthcare and sone basic needs
that they are entitled to.

And so it is the reason that
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Senat or Wal don, | think very properly,
expressed, that we've got to be very careful
in passing this kind of |egislation so that we
don't limt the actual ability of those who
are incarcerated to, in their limted way,
still participate in our form of denocracy.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you,
Madam President. | would like -- if the
sponsor would yield for one question.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR NQzZZOLI O Certainly,

Madam Pr esi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.

Senat or Nozzolio, do you -- are you

aware of what is the incone of inmates, what
we pay thenf

| see downstairs we have a
wonder ful di splay of the products that are
made in our prison facilities by innates.

What is their incone?
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Do you -

SENATOR NQzZCOLI O Madam
President, I'd |like to say that all inmates
work in this state. | would like to pass a
bill that would force innmates who are able

bodied to work. But, unfortunately, al
i nmat es don't work, by choice, their choice.
This Legi sl ature does not require themto. |
wish it would, but it doesn't. Now, those
that do work, however, do make a small anount
of noney as a wage, which their work doesn't
begin to offset the anmount that it costs to
i ncar cerate soneone.

But, Senator, 1'd just like to
poi nt out to you, that those innmates that
don't have |l arge accounts in the bank, don't
have a | ot of cash, have the right to apply to
the court and ask for a waiver of the fee.
This doesn't preclude anyone from bringi ng
litigation because they don't have enough
noney. That sinply by applying to the court
an application to the court, the court has the
power under this legislation to waive the fee
or postpone the fee.

And that, Senator, | know your
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concerns are sincere and |egitinmate regarding
those who don't have the anobunt of nobney
avai l able to themto pay this fee, and | think
the legislation takes care of it. It
addresses that by providing sinply their
ability to apply for a waiver, they can obtain
the waiver froma court, the court sinply can
all ow themto proceed w thout paying the fee.
But for those inmates that do have accounts,
and sonme do have noney, those that are
bringing litigation certainly do, that
oftentines they do, that this requires those
that do have the funds to pay the fee.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Al right.
Thank you. Thank you, Senator Nozzolio.

Just, Madam President, briefly on
the bill. | see that Senator Nozzolio has
been very careful to establish a waiver in the
bill. But, nonetheless, even with the waiver,
there is an intent, as so stated in his neno
and in the explanation for, for the bill, that
the intent is definitely to reduce the nunber
of cases brought by inmates and to establish
that this is one way of trying to have innates

not come or discourage themfromconmng with
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their various suits.

And | just want to renmi nd the
Senator that, and ny col |l eagues, that the
sentenci ng, the federal sentencing project,
Madam Presi dent, when they | ooked at arrests
for one area, and that was use of drugs or
crines related to drugs, there were, | think
13 percent of the arrests we African-Anerican.
But then, when it cones to the sentencing,
it's 89 percent of those sentenced for
drug-rel ated activities were African-Anerican
or Latino. So, clearly, there is sonething
t hat happens that there is a disparity between
arrests, or the nunber of people who are
actually commtting the crines, and this
statistic tends to be true for all areas of
crime, including nmurder and on down, that
there are nore white people, essentially, or
at | east as many, commtting crines, but the
sentencing is very different. So the system
really is not, it's not -- there is not a
| evel, there's not equality, there's not a
| evel playing field, if you will, in terns of
what happens in corrections, in the justice

system And, furthernore, we have exanpl es
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before us, as recently as -- well, right
now -- but as recently as a few weeks ago in
one of the local prisons, in Nassau County,
where, obviously, a person was attacked by
people in the prison. And that case, in that
case, the person who did the attacki ng was
hi gh enough up that you coul dn't possibly
expect that the inmate could appeal to the
adm ni stration, because it's the
adm ni stration who's doing the excessive force
there. So, we can't always rely on access to
the adm nistration as the answer for inmates.
W understand that coming into the
system and all aspects of it there is an
inequality that exists, there is a disparity
that exists, there is an attitude about what
and how nmuch access to any outside
i ntervention on behalf of inmates that there
is. And we also know -- at |east | get
letters all the tine, frominmates asking ne
to have themtransferred to places where there
are prograns in place so that they can devel op
a skill, they can do work. So those, even
t hose who don't have noney or are not working,

certainly, would like to, many of them are.
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And the last point that | would
li ke to make, Madam President, is that, since,
in the last few, few years, when we've gotten
our budget fromthe Governor, the Governor has
proposed that the Prisoners Legal Services
Program be cut. Now, the information that I
have al ways received fromthe Prisoners Lega
Services, albeit biased because they have a
self-interest init, but they say that the
ability for inmates to bring cases and their
i nvol venent with those i nmates hel ps to reduce
t he nunber of frivolous cases. Yet, year in
and year out, we get a budget fromthe
Governor that cuts the Prisoners Legal
Services. So, there is, there is a disconnect
here. W want to, on one hand, control the
nunber of frivol ous cases that cone before the
courts, but on the other hand we elimnate the
one possibility of making, naking it possible
for us to save because this organization can
hel p to reduce the nunber of cases, while at
the sane tine not making it appear that we
want to discourage innmates to have the right
to do that.

So, | join my colleagues, Senator

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




597

Wal don, Senat or Paterson, in opposing this
| egi sl ati on because | think that it nmakes the
wong statenent. It is not necessary for us
to do this. There are other ways nore
efficient, nore effective and fairer to do it,
so I'mvoting no on this |egislation, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Al right. Read
the | ast section.

SENATOR WAL DON: Expl ain nmy vote.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 1lst day of
January.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl don,
to explain your vote.

SENATOR WAL DON: Thank you very

much, Madam President. The point rmade by -

THE PRESI DENT: Senator, if I -
Senat or -

SENATOR WAL DON: -- Senat or
Mont gonery was absolutely brilliant -

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl don,

before we do that, we should call the roll
sir.

SENATOR WAL DON: Ckay.
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THE PRESI DENT: Excuse ne.
SENATOR WAL DON: Al right.
THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead. Cal

the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wal don.

SENATOR WAL DON: The poi nt nade
by ny esteened col | eague, Senat or Mont gonery,
was absolutely brilliant, when the resources
for defending people, not just within the
prison system but across the crimnal justice
system are dramatically reduced, there is no
buffer to the processes which they find,
nmeani ng the prisoners in this instance, find
oppr essi ve.

Wen | first cane to the
Legi slature in 1983, there was tal k of
rehabilitation, but in recent years, across
the nation, rehabilitation is no longer in
vogue. It is now punishnment, punishnment and
nore puni shnent. And if you have an increase
in the nunbers of those who are in prison
you're going to have, at the very | east,
per haps, a proportional or proportionate

i ncrease in the nunber of suits fil ed. But if
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it happens that the systemitself has becone
nore oppressive since 1983, then it will not
just be an kind increase in the nunbers of
cases filed, but an even great, an even
greater nunber because the pain and suffering
of those who are in prison has increased and
i ntensified.

For all of those reasons, | think
that we have to disagree with the proposal of
Senat or Nozzolio and we have to try to create
a mndset in the state which recogni zes that,
despite the fact that people are in prison,
they are, too, human beings. They also are
human. They hurt. They have needs. They
have | oved ones who are concerned about them
And if we take away that thing that is called
hope fromthose who are in prison, we're
creating problens not only for the prisoner
but for the guards who are mandated to guard
themon a daily basis. So why victimze the
guards with foolish proposals, in ny opinion,
like this? This is not an attack to Senator
Nozzolio, but | just think this is a foolish
i dea and we should dismss it as such and vote

it down.
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Thank you very nuch, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl don
will be recorded as voting in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 164 are
Senators Connor, Duane, Montgonery, Paterson,

Schnei der man, Seabr ook, Sm th, Satvisky and

Wl don.

Ayes 46. Nays 9.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

166, by Senator Johnson, Senate Print 760, an
act to anmend the Penal Law in relation to
aggravat ed harassnment of a court clerk by an
i nmat e.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,
an expl anati on has been requested.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Madam
President, this nmerely adds to the category of

per sons who woul d be guilty of aggravated
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harassnment of an enpl oyee by an inmate, addi ng
to the enpl oyees of a nental facility or a
correctional facility or probation officer,
the court clerks in those jurisdictions.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.
SENATOR DUANE: Madam Chai r,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor yield to a

question, please, or two?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,
will you yield to a question?

SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

This isn't a new question. |
raised this in the commttee and | was hoping
that maybe | coul d be provided with an answer.

" m wonderi ng how many
ci rcunst ances there have been of this throw ng
of feces or urine at, at these nenbers of the
court staff.

SENATOR JOHNSON: O course, the

original bill to which this is an anmendnent
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was enact ed because of instances of this type
taking place in correctional facilities.
Subsequently, it was added probation officers.
And now this is going to add court officers.
And the reason is because court officers
actually are those persons to whom custody is
gi ven when he's delivered to the court by the
correction officers or the police. The court
of ficers take charge, at that point he would
be in a simlar position as a correction
of ficer and subject to possibly the sane type
of activity by the inmate.

SENATOR DUANE: I"mstill unsure,
Madam Presi dent, if anyone has actually ever
brought up a nunber of these kinds of cases
and | remain hopeful that someone could do so
i f such a harassnent -- it's, by the way
clerks, if this, you know, if such a problem
exists, if we could finally have sonme nunbers
on how nmany cl erks have actually been i npacted
by this.

Madam President, if the sponsor
woul d yield to another question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Johnson,

do you continue to yield?
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SENATOR JOHNSON: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: This is the

second tinme that we have in the session so far
this year had these feces and urine, body
fluid pieces of legislation. |'mwondering if
it mght not be nore productive if we had sort
of an ommi bus or dedicated a day to feces and
urine, sonething like that, rather than doing
it in a pieceneal way. Because, if it's a
problem then it's a problem And if it's not
such a problem then I think we should do it
sort of in a nore enconpassing kind of way.
But I don't think it's productive to do it in
this way, you know, sort of personnel |ine by
personnel line, but it would be better if this
is a problem because as Madam Presi dent and
t he sponsor know, | believe that this is nuch
nore of a mental health issue than it is a
felonious issue, and | think that we need to
have a di scussion on it on that basis.

And |'mwondering if any thought

had been given to sort of putting all of these
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cat egories together into one piece of
| egi slation so we could debate it in that way.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Senator, if
that's a question, ny answer is that this has
been requested by the court officers, as it
has previously been requested by the probation
officers, to be added to the category of
protected nmenbers in this type of a bill

Now, | don't know of all the
possi bl e groups or individuals you could add.
Per haps you could add all their fellow innates
into the category as well. But, really,
Senator, | don't know how far to go, but I
woul d say that this is a good nove, it should
be done because they stand in a position to be
injured in a simlar manner or assaulted in a
simlar manner as the other categories which
are already in the | aw

And if you know of any categories
that woul d be added, Senator, | would say that
you shoul d advance that notion on your own,
perhaps, not at this tinme, but, | mean, in the
formof a bill or other type of suggestion to
ot her nmenbers if you'd like to carry a bill

i ke that. But this takes care of this
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particul ar situation which was brought to our
attention at this nonent.

SENATOR DUANE: Madam Pr esi dent,
on the bill.

| do strongly believe that, in the
absence of having statistics on how |large a
problemthis is with clerks, with probation
officers, with various court and correctiona
personnel, that we should not continue to vote
on these pieces of l|egislation but |ook at
this and see whether it is, in fact, a
problem if it's a problem of our crinna
justice systemor if it's, indeed, a problem
of the mental health situation that sone of
our incarcerated people have. And | intend on
voting no on this |egislation.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Thank you.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Dol i nger.
SENATOR DOLLI NGER: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
I"mgoing to vote in favor of
Senat or Johnson's bills, but it just strikes

nme as terribly ironic that, in this instance
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where we have, | believe, naybe one case in
the history of this state, we're going to
create a statute that says this is a form of
aggravat ed harassnment and, yet, we know for
sure there are thousands of cases of wonen
seeking access to healthcare in this state
who, every single day, undergo harassnent and
annoyance in an attenpt to di scourage them
fromsonmething that they' re constitutionally
entitled to do and, yet, this body can't pass
a bill to protect them W're protecting a
hypot heti cal court clerk somewhere in this
state fromthe possibility that it may sone
day happen, but when we know that sonething is
happeni ng every single day in this state that
effects wonen's constitutional rights, this
body, which two weeks ago had an opportunity
to provide the sane kind of protection for
wonen seeki ng heal thcare, the protection from
annoyance, the protection from harassnent,
this body turned down the opportunity to do
t hat .

Senat or Johnson, | think this bil
is the right thing to do, but there's a bigger
and better right thing to do. W should have
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done it two weeks ago.
THE PRESI DENT
SENATOR SM TH:

Presi dent .

Wul d the sponsor
questi on?

THE PRESI DENT:
yi el d? Senat or Johnson?

SENATOR JOHNSON:
Presi dent .
THE PRESI DENT:
Senator Smith.
SENATOR SM TH:

court officers and the court

Senator Smth.

Thank you, Madam

yield for one

Senat or, do you

Yes, Madam

kay. Go ahead,

Senator, the

cl erks both have

| obbyi sts and they usually send out

menor andum |
you received one from either
associ ati ons?

SENATOR JOHNSON:
one in ny fol der, Senator,
in touch with us about this.

advanced a year ago,

don't see a nenorandum

originally.

Have

one of these

| don't have

but they have been

This bill was

It may be a

stal e nmenorandumin your file sonewhere.

SENATOR SM TH:
SENATOR JOHNSON:

vell -

But they are in
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favor of it, yes.

SENATOR SM TH: Madam Pr esi dent,
on the bill.

For all our records indicate that
there is no menorandum And if the court
officers and the court clerks and their
associ ations were so concerned about this
bill, I think they would have taken the tine
to wite a neno. And, therefore, | don't see
any need for this bill if they're not
i nterested.

THE PRESI DENT: Al right. Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 1lst day of
Novenber .

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Nunber 166 are
Senat ors Duane, Montgonery and Smth.

Ayes 53. Nays 3.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
if we could return to reports of standing
commttees, | believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right. Now
that, Senator Skel os, we have conpleted the
controversial reading of the cal endar, the
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bruno,
fromthe Committee on Rules, reports the
following bills direct to third reading:

Senate Print 2833, by the Senate
Commttee on Rules, an act naking an
appropriation to pay El aine Present, w dow of
the late Jess J. Present, nenber of the Senate
fromthe 56th Senatorial District; and

Senate Print 2770, by the Senate
Commttee on Rules, an act naking an
appropriation to pay Joyce Genovesi, w dow of
the late Anthony J. Cenovesi, nenber of the
Assenbly fromthe 39th Assenbly District.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| nove to accept the report of the Rules

Commi tt ee.

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




610

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in
favor of accepting the report of the Rules

Commttee, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT
(No response.)
THE PRESI DENT

accept ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOGS:

Opposed, nay.

The report is

If we could take

up Cal endar Nunber 199, Senate 2770.

THE PRESI DENT:

Senat or Skel os.

The Secretary wl|l

THE SECRETARY:

Thank you,

red.

In relation to

Cal endar 199, Senator Bruno noves to discharge

fromthe Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill

Nunmber 4888 and substitute it for the

i dentical Third Readi ng Cal endar 199.

SENATOR SKELOGS:

is there a nessage -
THE PRESI DENT

order ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELOGS:

Madam Pr esi dent ,

Substitution is

Is there a
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nessage at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senat or
Skel os there is.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
t he nessage of appropriation.

THE PRESI DENT: Al those in
favor of accepting the nessage of
appropriation, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Qpposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage is
accept ed.

Read the | ast section.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
199, by the Assenbly Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print 4888, an act naking an
appropriation to pay Joyce Genovesi, w dow of
the | ate Anthony J. Cenovesi.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
coul d we pl ease take up Cal endar Number 200,
Senate 2833.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 200, Senator Bruno noves to
di scharge fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 5117 and substitute it
for the identical Third Readi ng Cal endar 200.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there a nessage of approp -

THE PRESI DENT: Substitution is
or der ed.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: I's there a
nessage of appropriation at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Yes, Senat or
Skel os, there is.

SENATOR SKELOS: Move to accept
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t he nessage or appropriation.

THE PRESI DENT: Al those in
favor of accepting the nessage of
appropriation, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The nessage is
accept ed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

200, by the Assenbly Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Print 5117, an act naking an
appropriation to pay El aine Present, w dow of
the |ate Jess J. Present.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 56.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.
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SENATOR SKELGCS: Wul d you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Mendez.

THE PRESI DENT: O course.

Senat or Mendez.

SENATOR MENDEZ: Thank you, Madam
President, and thank you, Senator Skel os.

| was out of the chanber. 1|'m
aski ng for unani nbus concent to be recorded in
the negative in Cal endar Nunmber 164.

Al so, Madam President, | want to
announce that there will be an inmmedi ate
Mnority Conference in Room7 -- Room 314.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.

Wt hout objection, Senator Mendez, you will be
recorded as voting in the negative.

And there will be an immedi ate
nmeeting of the Mnority Commttee in Room 314.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschi |l | o.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam
President, on behalf of Senator Sal and, please
pl ace a sponsor star on Cal endar Nunber 36.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.
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Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
on behal f of Senator Bruno, | hand up the
foll owing commttee assignnent change and ask
that it be filed in the Journal

THE PRESI DENT: Notice will be
filed in the Journal.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Is there any

ot her housekeepi ng?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there is not,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there being no further business, | nove we

adj ourn until Tuesday, March 2nd, at 3 p.m
THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adjourned until Tuesday, March
2nd, 3 p.m
(Wher eupon, at 4:03 p.m, Senate

adj our ned.)
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