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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate will
cone to order

| ask that everyone present please
rise and repeat with nme the Pl edge of
Al 'l egi ance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: The invocation
today will be given by Rabbi Nate Segal from
New Springville Jewi sh Center Congregation

RABBI SEGAL: Qur Father in
Heaven, we invoke Your bl essings upon this
august body. My it be gui ded by Your
commandnent s and teachi ngs.

W are told in the Book of Genesis
that God destroyed the world with a fl ood.
After the flood, Noah sent out a dove to see
how nmuch the waters receded. The dove returns
with aleaf inits mouth. The rabbis ask, "If
the world was destroyed, where was the tree
that the |eaf canme fron?" CQur rabbi's answer,
"That the leaf was froma tree that was
growing in the Garden of Eden, in Paradise."

And the nessage that the Al mghty
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was giving to Noah was that the world that was
just destroyed was corrupt, the world that
Noah was about to rebuild can be a paradi se.

May Lieutenant Governor Mary
Donohue and the New York State Senate, under
t he | eadership of the Honorabl e Joseph Bruno,
President Pro Tem Mnority Leader, the
Honor abl e Martin Connor, never stop dream ng
about this ultimate goal. It inspires you,
our esteened legislators to work tirelessly
towards its realization, bringing us alittle
pi ece of paradise in a place we call New York
State.

May God bl ess this body with the
courage and strength you need to be successful
in this nmonunmental task

May the spirit of God prevail on
this house forever and ever. Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: In Senate, Friday
February 19. The Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Thursday,
February 18, was read and approved. On

notion, Senate adjourned.
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THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as
read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor

Reports of standing conmttees.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
DeFranci sco, fromthe Commttee on Tourism
Recreation and Sports Devel opnent, reports:

Senate Print 1148, by Senator
DeFranci sco, an act to amend the Parks,
Recreation and Hi storic Preservation Law, and

Senate Print 1153, by Senator
DeFranci sco, an act to amend the Parks,
Recreation and Hi storic Preservation Law.

Both bills ordered direct for third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, all bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

Reports of select commttees.

Comuni cations and reports from

State officers.
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Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Yes, Madam
President, on page nunber 9, | offer the
foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar Nunber 98,
Senate Print 587, and ask that said bil
retains its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is
recei ved, Senator Skelos, and the bill wll
retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATOR MARCELLI NG, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mar cel |i no.

SENATOR MARCELLI NO Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

On page nunber 12, | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar Nunber 130,
Senate Print Nunber 821, and ask that said
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: The anendnent is

recei ved, Senator Marcellino, and the bill
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will retain its place at Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

Senat or Bruno.

SENATOR BRUNGC Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe that there is a privileged
resolution at the desk. | would ask the title
be read and -- by Senator Holland -- and noved
for its imed ate passage.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: By Senat or
Hol | and, Legi sl ative Resol ution 409,
commendi ng the New York State Association of
Renewal and Housing O ficials upon the
occasi on of its annual breakfast and
Af f or dabl e Housi ng Day in Al bany, New York on
Tuesday, February 23, 1999.

THE PRESI DENT: On the
resolution, all those this favor, please
signi fy by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is

adopt ed.
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Senat or Bruno.
SENATOR BRUNG Madam Pr esi dent ,
can we return to reports of standing

conmi ttees.

THE PRESI DENT: Yes. W will so
return.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hof f mann,

fromthe Comrittee on Agriculture, reports the
follow ng bills:

Senate Print 697, by Senator
Nozzolio, an act to amend the Agriculture and
Mar kets Law;

Senate Print 1888, by Senator
Padavan, an act to anend the Agriculture and
Mar kets Law, and

Senate Print 2160, by Senator
Hof f mann, an act to anmend the Agriculture and
Mar kets Law.

Al bills ordered direct for third
r eadi ng.

THE PRESI DENT: W t hout
objection, all bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

At this tinme, may we pl ease have
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t he non-controversial reading of the cal endar.
The Secretary will read.
Thank you, Senator Bruno.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
7, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 103, an act
to anend the Penal Law in relation to
| oitering and the unauthorized boardi ng of

school buses.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

38, by Senator Fuschillo, Senate Print 561, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in
relation to requiring certain information on
di sabl ed chil dren.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this
act shall take effect on the 180th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 46.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is

passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
39, by Senator Fuschillo, Senate Print 562A,
an act to -

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay t hat
asi de, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
40, by Senator Goodman, Senate Print 790, and
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in
relation to restricting bus drivers from
wor ki ng with suspended |icenses.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5, this
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

41, by Senator Johnson, Senate Print 864, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in

relation to vehicle registrations of notor
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carriers.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 48.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

42, by Senator Bruno,

Senate Print 908,

an act

to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in

relation to the disqualification of a bus

driver in certain instances.
THE PRESI DENT:
secti on.
SENATOR PATERSON:
THE PRESI DENT:
asi de, Senator Paterson.

THE SECRETARY:

43, by Senat or Bruno,

Senate Print 909,

Read t he | ast

Lay it aside.
The bill is laid
Cal endar Nunber

an act

to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in

relation to maki ng additi onal

enhance the safe operation of schoo

provi sions to

buses.
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THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 9, this

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Sept enber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

46, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1020, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in
relation to requiring school bus drivers to
ensure all passengers have |eft the bus prior

to exiting.

SENATOR PATERSON: Lay it aside,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is laid
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

47, by Senator Trunzo, Senate Print 1076A, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in
relation to increasing penalties on notor

carriers for violations.
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THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this
act shall take effect in 90 days.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Bruno, that conpletes the
non-controversial reading of the cal endar.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Can we at this time take up the
controversial reading of the cal endar.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary
w Il read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
7, by Senator Vol ker, Senate Print 103, an act
to anend the Penal Law in relation to
| oitering and the unauthorized boardi ng of
school buses.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Schnei derman, why do you rise?

SENATOR SCHNEI DERVAN: On the
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bill, Madam President.

| think that the provisions of this
bill, as | understand them S103, are -
provi des an excel |l ent exanpl e of updating and
nodi fying our laws to deal with real public
saf ety probl ens.

| would urge that we undertake a
simlar effort on a bill that has now has
still to see the light of day in the Codes
Committee, and | urge the fine chairman of the
Codes Commttee and our distinguished Majority
Leader that we do take up the issue of the
clinic access bill before the seven weeks
expi re and Operation Rescue descends again on
Buf fal o and Rochester. Updating and nodi fyi ng
the laws as is done here for school bus safety
is acritical part of our roll. W have a
pressing need. And | once again urge that we
take this up as soon as possible in the Codes
Commi ttee.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3, this
act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Novemnber .
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THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 49.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

39, by Senator Fuschillo, Senate Print 562A,
an act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in
relation to crimnal history checks on schoo
bus attendants.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Fuschill o, an explanati on has been requested.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Madam
President, current |aw gives school districts
the option to have crim nal background checks.
The | aws of 1985 passed by this Legislature
and signed into law required crim na
background checks for school bus drivers and
gave the school districts the option for
school bus attendants. | believe it was an
oversight. In nost cases, school bus
attendants have nore direct contact with the
children on the bus.

This bill would further insure the
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safety of the children that we transport.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Madam
President, do you think it would be possible
that the nost distingui shed Senator from Long
I sl and would yield for a question?

THE PRESI DENT: The nost
di sti ngui shed Senator from Long I|sland, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Because he
phrased it that way, yes, | do, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson,
you nay proceed.

SENATOR PATERSON: Senat or -

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO Senat or
Pat erson, were you tal king about ne or Senat or
Skel 0s?

SENATOR PATERSON: Oh, | couldn't
make a choice with the type of work, the
conpetitive work that both of you do. But in
this case, since it's your bill, I thought 1'd
ask you the question.

A nunber of the nmenbers on this

side of the aisle have raised the subject when
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we' ve conferenced on this bill as to the
necessity that the applicant pay the fee for

t he background checks in this particul ar
situation. Perhaps, to sonme applicants,
particularly those that m ght not be enpl oyed,
the question is whether or not the fee would
actually serve to preenpt their participation
in being a candidate to work as a bus driver.

SENATOR FUSCHI LLO No, | don't
t hink so, Senator Paterson. As | nentioned,
this, the Iaw on the books since 1985 required
this for school bus drivers. Most schoo
districts in the State of New York, based on
the research that we have done, are also
al ready requiring this for school bus
attendants. So, in answer to your question,
no, | don't think so.

I think what we have to | ook at
here, Senator Paterson, is that, you know,
nysel f, even as a parent, and many people here
and parents throughout the state, we want to
know t hat once our child gets on that bus and
is entrusted to the school bus driver or the
school bus attendants that woul d he know t hat

that's a safe haven for the child.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senator. As usual, |'m persuaded by your

answers and your effort, and so, as | did | ast

year, |'ll vote for the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this

act shall take effect on the 90th day.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes 50. Nays 2.

Senat ors Duane and Smith recorded
in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
42, by Senator Bruno, Senate Print 908, an act
to anend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in
relation to the disqualification of a bus
driver in certain instances.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno, an
expl anati on has been request ed.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you, Madam
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Presi dent.

Madam Presi dent and col | eagues,
this is a bill that we passed | ast year, and
in this house it passed 57 to 4, and in the
previ ous year it passed unaninously. So |
think those of you that were here | ast year
and the year before are somewhat famliar with
the necessity of this bill becom ng | aw.

And, basically, what it does is
build on a federal |law for randomtesting of
bus drivers for alcohol or drugs. And with
the federal law, there is no way that a schoo
district, even if sonmeone is tested positive,
can take that driver's license. So that,
bottomline, what this bill does, if you are
found under the influence of drugs or al coho
t hrough the randomtesting -- and, as you
know, you know that the federal |aw states
that a specinmen is taken fromthe person who
is found to be under the influence separated
into two parts. And the test is done on one
part, because the question always gets to be,
"How do you take soneone's |icense? You m ght
be doing it in an inadvertent way when the

person really wasn't guilty.” Well, if you
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take the specinmen into two parts and a test is
performed on one, if it's found to be
positive, then the second part is put through
anot her even nore sophisticated test. And if
that is found to be positive, then the
individual is notified. [If the individua
insists, then another test can be taken. |If
that test is positive, then the person who is
in charge is notified and the person then can
| ose that person's |license because the schoo
district will report the findings to notor
vehicle and notor vehicle will revoke the
license. And that's what's different about
this bill.

The federal |aw allows the
col | ective bargai ning of school districts to
keep drivers in place. In ny district, in
Shenendehowa, a driver was found under the
i nfluence. Because of the collective
bar gai ni ng agreenent, it was a short tine
| ater the bar-- right back behind the wheel,
transporting young peopl e under the influence
and found again -- (noise in the speaker
system). That's the opposition to this bill

But we're going to overcome that opposition,
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Madam Pr esi dent, and go forward.

You didn't do that Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: No, certainly
not, Senator.

SENATOR BRUNG No. Thank you

But, this is, this is serious
| egislation. And, as | nentioned, we've done
this two years before. This year it has to
becone | aw because too many drivers, there are
too many tragedi es out there. And these are
our young people who are entrusted to people
who drive buses.

There are a hundred thirty thousand
peopl e driving buses in this state,
transporting two mllion children every day.
Si x hundred ni neteen youngsters were injured
| ast year and killed. W' ve heard sone
tragic, tragic occurrences early in January of
this year where a six-year-old, beautiful
young | ady was killed by a bus driver who ran
over the child after the child got off the
bus. And we've had instances where, just
i nadvertently, people who are under the

i nfl uence have done things |ike |eaving people
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on buses where they could have been hurt or
worse. And it's got to stop. So this is the
year that we are going to do everything that
we can in this chanber to nmake sure that the
nine bills that are being passed here in the
Senate today will pass the Assenbly, where

t hey haven't passed previously, and becone

| aw.

So I'"masking ny colleagues in this
chanber that support this legislation, to give
us your support over in the Assenbly, to talk
to your coll eagues there, nany of themon the
other side of the aisle fromwhere | am to
pass this legislation and help us make it | aw

Thank you very nuch

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,
Senator. | believe that was your five
m nut es.

SENATOR BRUNG Thank you

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat erson.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Madam President. Wuld the Majority Leader
yield for sonme questions related to this bill?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Bruno, do

you yi el d?
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SENATOR BRUNG Yes, Madam

Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: First of all,
| don't think that -- there nay have been a

few i ndi vidual s who voted agai nst the

| egislation as it was constructed, but there's
no one in this chanber that does not recognize
the necessity that there be | awraki ng on this
particular issue. It is without question that
there has to be greater protection for young
peopl e who are being transported back and
forth fromschool. And |I've always gotten up
and said that before, Senator Bruno, but in
New York City, particularly in the latter
three nonths of |ast year, there were a rash
of situations where young children were |eft
on buses and either fell asleep or weren't
noticed by the vehicle driver and woke up
hours later. In one case, a snmall child was,
still had the seat belt on and couldn't get
out of the vehicle for over a day. These are
very sad circunstances. One of themwas ny

daughter. So | think that while | have had
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this kind of understanding of the issue, |
don't think | could enpathize with the feeling
any greater than | have in the past few
nont hs.
In spite of that fact, there is,
there has not been the ability to pass this
| egi slation in both houses and perhaps the
di scussion that we have today m ght shed a
greater light on the issue that would provide
those of us on this side of the aisle with
what woul d be the information and the data
that we woul d need to persuade our coll eagues.
Therefore, if the Senator has
yi el d, nmy question, Madam President, is that
where the federal governnent provides for two
tests of the specinen, | don't see in the
| egi sl ati on where there is the provision for
the second test. Wat | see is that there are
two specinmens that cone fromthe sane, from
the sane reading -- which is what | think the
medi cal term-- and then, if one of themtests
positive, they test the other, they test them
fromdifferent |aboratories. That would
certainly establish the integrity of the

| aboratory tests, since we're using two
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di fferent | aboratories on the sanme speci nen.

However, there's even an individua
situation where a former senator, at a certain
poi nt, was tested, and because of the
consunption of poppy seeds, it registered a
fal se positive. And regardless of how nany
speci nens there had been and how many
| aboratories that had tested it, there would
have been a fal se positive not because of the
integrity of the | aboratory but because of the
nature of the substance that was allow ng for
the reading to be positive.

So, ny question sinply is, Senator,
would it be nore foresighted to engender the
ki nd of support that would make this [aw, so
that we don't have to have this discussion
every year, to put into the legislation an
al | owance for a second test?

SENATOR BRUNO Senator, |
appreci ate your concern and | al so appreciate
your support for this legislation, and |I know
you voted for it |last year with sonme concern.

The federal law is rather clear,
and | would nention that, if there's any

qguestion on an individual's right for due
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process, we don't interfere with that in any
way. |If an individual wasn't content with the
findings, they could take renedy through the
courts because we don't touch that in any way.
So that renedy is still there through the
court process.

As relates to the poppy seed
incident, if that had been related with a
positive test to the individuals that were
nonitoring the situation, that could be taken
into consideration. And if the person that
had been accused coul d prove that that was of
consequence, Or even some prescription
nmedi cati on that they m ght have taken could
have been of sonme consequence in the testing,

t hat woul d be taken under consideration and it
coul d negate the entire process and they woul d
be held harmess. So we think that there's
adequat e saf eguards.

W can't change the federal |aw, so
that if you felt that the federal |aws should
be changed, | would contact Senator Schuner
i medi ately and enploy himto introduce
| egislation to initiate the process. | think

you're rel ated.
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SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you.
Actually, we'll wait for
Ms. dinton, Senator.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pat er son,
are you on the bill now?
SENATOR PATERSON: No, | wasn't

even on the subject, Madam President.
But if the Senator would yield for

anot her questi on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR BRUNO Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Pat er son.

SENATOR PATERSON: VWhat | don't

under stand, Senator, is there anything in the
federal regulations now that allow for a
second test?

SENATOR BRUNG: Vell, it's ny
understanding that the federal law is very
cl ear that you separate the specinen into two
parts and that there are -- if one part is

tested to be positive, then the other part,
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the second part is tested before the
i ndi vidual is accused or, or convicted of
anything. And that test is even nore
sophisticated than the first test. So there
are two tests, two parts, totally separate,
different |aboratories. So we think that al
of the safety that's necessary has been built
into the federal |aw

Now, Senator, you can appreciate
that if a person is randomy tested for drugs
and found to be under the influence of alcoho
or drugs, that the reason for taking the two
separate parcels fromthe sane specinen is
time, because after a person sleeps it off for
a couple days, if they were to require another
test and you took a specinen days |ater or
weeks later, it would be totally inappropriate
and, of course, inconclusive. So that's what

the federal |law deals with and that's what we

deal with.

SENATOR PATERSON: Thank you,
Senat or .

Al'l right, Madam President, 1'I1
| eave Hillary. [1'll be on bill now, on the
bill.
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| think that what we have got to
consi der when this |egislation comes before us
is the value of protection, and | think that
that should be favored over the distinction as
to what the federal law allows and what it
does not. There are many who feel the way
Senat or Bruno just described, which is that
the federal law, in a sense, establishes very
clear regulations that allow for the two
speci nmen tests which really cones from one
apparent reading. There are others who fee
that the federal |aw preenpts itself and does
not overreach into the state | aw and nmakes it
very specific what the test should be for
federal enployees. W'Il |eave to the United
St ates Senat ors and House of Representative
menber s, whoever they nay be, to determ ne
that, because it's sonething that we've
di scussed here for a few years and | honestly
don't know what the answer is. |It's, in a
sense, where | mght differ from Senator
Bruno. | just think it's al nbst vague on the
subj ect but inconsequential to this
di scussi on.

The fact is that we do have schoo

Candyco Transcri ption Service, Inc.




513

children in this state who need to be afforded
greater protection. Sone of the tragic
exanpl es that were pointed out earlier are
really just indicia that conpel us to act.
And so, therefore, | think that it would be
probably nore prudent to pass this |egislation
but to hope that a clear determnation will be
made as to what is preenptive and what the
federal |aw actually establishes so that sone
poi nt very soon in both houses we can cone to
some agreenent in a measure that will add
greater protection to young people who are
bei ng transported so that they can receive an
educati on.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4, this
act shall take effect inmrediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Manul a.

SENATOR NANULA: Nanul a, Madam
President. Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Nanul a. Excuse
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SENATOR NANULA: One letter off.
You were cl ose.

To explain ny vote.

Senator Bruno these bills have been

i ntroduced in years past and | have supported
them al ong with many nenbers of our
conference, but | have a bill in front of ne,
Senate Bill 958, which is the seat belt bil
for school buses, and we have not seen that
bill at this floor, and | think it's an
important bill. | believe it's a bill that
supports both philosophically and practically
the agenda that, quite frankly, the Republican
majority in this house has been pronoting.
And, as well, | have here an article fromthe
Dai |y News, one of your counterparts speaking
in a partisan sense, Councilman Steve Fiella
supports this, this effort in the city.

And for the record, New York is one
of only 10 states that allows kids to stand on
routine bus trips. Cearly, within the
context of a real discussion about school bus
safety, | personally can't understand why
we're not having a real discussion and sone

| eadership on the issue of seat belts for our
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school buses.

And | mainly wanted to go on the
record, Madam President, on this floor to nake
t hat st atenent.

Again, | plan to support the bill

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or, how do
you vote?

SENATOR NANULO Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l right.

Proceed with calling the role.

THE SECRETARY: Those recorded in
t he negative on Cal endar Number 42 are
Senat ors Duane, Montgonery, Santiago and
Smith, also Senator Schneiderman.

Ayes 50. Nays 5.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
46, by Senator Skel os, Senate Print 1020, an
act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law in
relation to requiring school bus drivers to
insure all passengers have left the bus prior
to exiting.

SENATOR PATERSON: Expl anati on.
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THE PRESI DENT: An expl anati on
has been requested, Senator Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
this bill would require a bus driver on the
conpl etion of their route to go walk to the
back of the bus, make sure that there are no
students left on the bus, either sl eeping,
under the seat, as has occurred on nany
i nstances, and then affix a sign on the back
wi ndow whi ch says "no one on board."

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: Madam
President, would the sponsor yield to a couple
of questions, please?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Skel os,

do you yield?

SENATOR SKELGCS: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Go ahead, Senat or
Duane.

SENATOR DUANE: I was hoping that

t he sponsor could tell me what enforcenent
provi sions are contained in this |egislation.
SENATOR SKELGCS: If you want to

add a crimnal penalty, 1'd be happy to do it,
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but we thought that this |egislation would
basically require the bus drivers to do this.
And if there's a reoccurrence of them not
doing it, | assune the bus conpany woul d,
woul d fire them

SENATOR DUANE: My second
question, Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT NOzzOLI O W1 |
Senat or Skel os continue to yield?

SENATOR SKELCS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT NOzzOLI O The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR DUANE: My under st andi ng
is that the State Conm ssioner, the
Commi ssi oner of Transportation, can promnul gate
regul ations regarding howit is that the sign
woul d be posted, but |I'm concerned that the
pur pose of the bill, which is |audable, is not
fulfilled in that in a terrible circunstance,
a driver could affix the sign, thereby
conmpoundi ng the problem which, in fact, we're
trying to address in this legislation. And I
was wondering if the sponsor had taken that
into account with the | egislation.

SENATOR SKELGCS: There are nany
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things that |1've taken into account, but I
just think it's conmon sense thing, walk to

t he back, check, put the sign up, and then

| eave the bus. [It's just another step that a
bus driver would have to take to assure that
there's nobody | eft on the bus.

There are sone school districts,
for exanple, ny own hone village of Rockville
Center, that, when the bus turns off the key,
if they do not go to the back of the bus and
press a button, alarns will go off within 30
seconds. That will be nore costly, but,
certainly, school districts could doit. And
it's permtted in this |egislation.

However, | think this is just an
i nexpensi ve way, you put a $4 sign on the back
of the window and it would just add for a

little nore safety.

SENATOR DUANE: On the bill -
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Duane -
SENATOR DUANE: -- Madam

Presi dent .
THE PRESI DENT: -- on the bill
SENATOR DUANE: | don't want to

give parents a fal se sense of security and I
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t hi nk that human error could still make it so
that, even while the driver went to the back
of the bus to affix this sign, that a child
could still be under a seat or in sone, hidden
some way whi ch woul d nake, perhaps, a bad
situation potentially deadly.

And based on that, | plan on, on
casting ny vote in the negative.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2, this

act shall take effect on the 1lst day of

Sept enber .
THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes 54. Nays 1.
Senat or Duane recorded in the
negati ve.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is
passed.

Senat or Skel os.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
| believe that conpletes the cal endar.

Wul d you pl ease recogni ze Senat or
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Mont gonery?

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or
Mont gonery.

SENATOR MONTGOMVERY: Yes. Thank
you. Madam President, | would |ike unani nous

consent to be recorded in the negative on

Cal endar Number 39.
SENATOR PATERSON: No obj ecti on.
THE PRESI DENT: W t hout

obj ection, so ordered.
SENATOR MONTGOVERY: Thank you.
SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,

is there any housekeepi ng at the desk?

THE PRESI DENT: No, there is not,
Senat or .

SENATOR SKELCS: On behal f of
Senator Bruno, | offer up the follow ng

comm ttee assi gnnent changes and ask that they
be filed in the Journal.

THE PRESI DENT: Notice will be
filed in the Journal.

Senat or Skel os.

SENATOR SKELGCS: Madam Pr esi dent,
there being no further business, | nove we

adj ourn until Tuesday, February 23rd, at 3
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THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e now stands adjourned until Tuesday,
February 23rd, 3 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 3:41 p.m, Senate

adj our ned.)
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